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Spoclal History f the Origin and

Progross of the Fire by Which
the Vessel Was Lost.

#All Right" in the Evening, but a Dire Alarm
in the Dead of Night.

Simple Origin of a Most Serious
and Fatal Conflagration.

The Vessel Wrapped in Flames
Suddenly.

DEFECTIVE HOSE AND NO WATER

Sad Scenes on Board and from
the Shore.

Friendly Aid from Men-of-
War's Men.

The Chinese Jumping to a Suicidal
Watery Grave,

Yoss of Life, Loss of Treasure and
Loss of a Fine Ship.

§0W DD THE DISASTER OCCUR?

Dfficlal Investigation and Finding
of the Court.

Description of the Scene by a United

States Naval Oficer.

Hlow Our Youthful Tars Boarded and Manned
the Burning Deck.

By MEraLp special correspondence from Yoko-
hama, Japan, under date of September 5 we have
Ill:e following extended and complete report of the
origin and progress of the fire on beard the mail
iteamship America, by which that vessel, with very
maw humsn lives and s considerable amount of
treasupe, was lost, The HERALD writer supplies,

alao, 4 statement of the oMclal Inguiry which has
been siready made—another I8 probable—with the
view of ascertalning the true cause of the calamity.

Bariug af the Pactfic Mall Steamship
Amorion.
Yoromama, 8ept. 5, 1872,

The Paclfiec mall eteamship Amerlea, Captaln
Doane, arrived in port on the morning of August 24,
after a pleasant voyage of 23 days across the Pacifie
ocean. Her passengers and cargo for Yokohama
were all landed that day, and during the alterncon
8 few packages of cargo were taken lo from this
place for Hong Kong.

FIRE IN THE NIGHT AND TUE SHIP WRAPPED IN
FLAMES,

At eleven o'clock P, M. nearly all handd had re-
‘tired to rest, as all the ofMcers had been up the
whole of the provious night, preparing to enter
port. The Captaln and first officer had gone thelr
usual rounds and found everything all right. A
few minutes past eleven, when the whole ship was
Lushed and quiet—nobedy being around but the
watchmen, the stewardess and the captaln of the
lighters—smoke was geen to Issue from the slde.
lights of the ship and from the saloon, and immedl
alely the terrible cry of “Fire!" rang through the
suip.

All hands made the best of their way to where
the fire was sald to be.

It was certainly below the main saloon. The first
‘people to get to the steerage appear to have been
the frat oMicer, Miller, and a quartermaster
named Wilson, On the starboard side of the upper
Bteerage some twenty bales of hay bad been
stowed, and these were found to be on fire. Al
though the smoke was very dense—as burning hay
makes & rapid and safocatiog smoke—all these
frat witnesses of the fire areof one mind, that the
fire covered but & small space, two bales alone
Lelng apparently then on fre.

AFLOAT, BUT NO WATEL,

The hose was immediately stretched and the noz- |

tle polnted at the fames, when horror! there was
no water. By this time the Captaln and several
others had reached the scene, while théir enemy,
the fire, was progressing with fearful rapldity.
“Water, for God's sake!" shouted everybody, In
about five minutes, to the joy of everyhody, water
came; but alas, only to mock their efforts, for a
feeble stream played for about three minutes and
then ceased. The truth then for the frst time
seemed to dawn upon those who were endeavoring

to quell the dre—there was no steam to drive the |
pumps. Buckets were now drawn into play and |

thrown on the burning steerage deck from the

main saloon, the deadlights of which leading to the |

gteerage deck had been broken through,

By this time the fire had spread with fearful
rapldity, It had taken possession of the whole of
the after steerage, being fanned by a score of open
ports and several ventilators, which caused a cur-
rent of air through the steerage most favorable to
the spread of a conntagration. The fire made (ts way
aloag the nArrow passages to the lorward steerage
and up to the mais deck. Inch vy inch the men
were driven away from the stecrage, Lom the
saloon, from the maln deck.

EXCITING SCENE IN THE HARROR, BUT FRIENDLY
AID OF NO AVAIlL.

In less than twenty minutes from the Orst dis-
covery of the fire the whole ship was full of suffo-
cating smoke, and was afire {ts whole magnificent
length, All over the harbor fre alarm bells were
ringing, and tke barbor was alive with boats; but
8o rapid was the fire that we have only heard of
two boats belng able to board the ship, one a cut.
ter from the British mau-of-war Rinaldo, and &
sarpan, contalning two oficers of the United States
ship Lackawanas, who happened to be passing on
their way to their ship at the time. The futility of
further fighting the fire soon Impressed itself on
the minds of all. Ope hy one, as the ofcers and
the men were beaten back by the flames, did they
seek safety from the burning ship by jumping over-
Loard or sliding down ropea,

At twenty minutes to tweive the Captaln himself
jumped for his life. He wus the last to leave the
ship. As be strock the water Lis limbs became

parsirzed, and be would inevitably bave drowned

" had mot the friendly hand of Captain Willlame, of

the Costa Rica,sel#ed Ll as he was about to sink
for the third time.
THR CHINBSE PASSENGRERE RUSIING To DESTRCC-
TION,
In the meantlme there was terrible confusion
among the 180 Chinese passengers forward, AL

the first slarm of the fire they commenced rushing |

ob deck with their boxes and packages and el
fegta, All rushed for the one Indder forward, gen.
orally used by the Chinese passcngers. Upon this

IA.'!‘
radter some Wwndved when the
whole geve way ‘Sy the faling of thé boom above

n umerable boats, the oocupants of which didevery-

thing tn their power to save life.

LIAN BHOT IN RELIRP.

A had Jeit the ahip the Inonch of

the ltalian corvette Vittor Pisani came alongside

:nd fired the contents of hor howitzor ihto the ship,
3

o o~ ther futue,
@ ving no cffect upon a Bldea,

Efforts had been made before the osptaln left the
ship to Nood the magazine, bus this pluce was in-

big. The tug was now slon with &
steam fire ewno from shore, and all nfh poveral
streama of water woro mnunualif'plnro upon hor
the ship burned all night and all next day, until

e i e o Lo Wk o
wl [

for & few hours, deluged tho n{n‘

A GRAND BUT MOURNFOL SCRNR,

The seene from shore was grand and torrible,
Before {t was known to the peoplo of tho seltlo-
ment the fire had madoe groat leadway, and at-
tempta to save her had been avandoned. Lucklly
for the rest of the shipping it waa a dead caim, 80
that there was little dangoer of othor vesscls belng

ured by the hnmlag slilp.
m{)n l.ha{l‘mm Bunday the moorings of the
md she was towed over to

so she fouled the Decapolls,
but did her no damage. She then fouled ho slilp
White Adder, some of whoso hoadgear had to boe
cut away before the wreok darove past. Bho thou

foul of the Thraclan, and G\Fg:l aot her on fire;
ut this was soon put out, snd the Thraclan, sllp-
ping hor cables, got oul of danger.

REMAINA OF THE MARINE STRUCTURE.

All that is-left of the Amerioa I8 her funnel, her
immense lron whoels and her lron hrunluli and cop-

r. There Ia scaroely enough wood et to make 8
X of matches,

LOSS OF LIFE AND NUMBER OF TI'E VICTIME,
The human ylotima to this disaster numbor tily-
nine, viz:—Fifty-threo Chiness, threo Japauess aud
throe foreignera. .
The foreigners were John H. Barker, engineors
storckeeper; Joseph Lymert, steorago watchman,
and Thomas B. Cook (colored), steerago cook, All
the bodies havo been recovered.

Ig:mu
On the persons of Chluese wers found bags
and pouches contain! Mexloan dollars, Amorl-
can gold ooin and dust, About 37,000 has
been recovered and is now Im the hands of the
United Btates Consul. Updoubtedly there must
have been among the Chinese pagssengora a large
amount of money—as Chinnmen Ii'ﬂ“ﬂ' home froin
California have usuaily managed to save from $500
to $5,000, This they always ocarry with them,
never buying drafts or giving it to the purser for
sale ke ; and there is no doubt that con-
giderable of this money has been recovered ani
secreted away by wreckers, There were uo Euro-
gann passengers on board at the thne. All the
okohama passengers landed with thelr
effects during the day., The I.Iom‘ Kong and
Shanghae passengers were ashore, but hail leit
all thelr baggage on the ll-fated abip, sud, of
course, that wasa all lost.

There were about four hundred thousand dollara
in treasure on board. This was placed In o large
Iron tank In the hold, The compavy's men Are now
at work on the wreck trying to get this tank up.

INQUIRY A8 TO OAUSHE,

How id the fire take placo? When T gaw Oap-

tain Doane next day and asked him this question he
answered that he could oply account for it In ong
of two ways —either it had been set on fire or It
was the emfect of spontaneous combustiod, Ho
was then under the hinpression that the ire com-
menced on the rreight deck, and so expressed him-
selfl on the stand during the ofMcial Investigatlon,
But this theo&v was disproven by all the wiinessaca
who saw the fire In Its (nciplency, and further by
the facts that had It been on the freight deck It
must hiave been some time belore it could commn-
nicale to the ntecrn:ls deck, where 1t was Hirst seen
and during that thme it would have exposed
itselfl through the smoke that would have assur-
edly escaped by the ventillatora that communicate
with the burricane deck. Again, on the frelight
deck were several boxes of cartridges which dld
not burn until about three o'clock the next
morning, showing that the fire must have besn
communicated to that deck after its discovery on
the ateurniie deck, It undoubtedly originated In
the hay. How? It will be seen Irom the testl-
money adduced at the inveatigation that the
ateerage hatchway was tho thoroughiare generally
osed lor coolles, &c¢,, going down to the freight
deck to work, Now Japanese ocolies will smoke
wherever they have the n\\pnrmusty. and they are
extremely careless a8 to wlhere they tpmow the atill
burning ashes, But we see that 1e# quit
laWork ui e.ght o'clock; and althon were at
firat allowed to stay on the steerf@e ek by the
first ofMcer, this order was rescinded, provably on
account of that ofMcer refecting u[iluu the ¢oi-
bustible material  that was in the steerage
and on the habita of rthe Japanese, and
Al nine o'clock tlmly were all  driven out
(a8 shown by the oMclal Investigation), But It s
quite possible that one or two either stayed there
to sleep or mide thelr way to that place after-
wards, for the steerage steward distinerly says that
one knowing the ship could make his way there
without beingseen by the watchman, and the faet
that the steerage watchman was not the- first to
wive the alarm of Aire, although it ocenrred at the
| place where he ought to have been on the lookout,
| @nd the further fact that he himself was burned,
Speak very little In lavor of his care and watchful-
| ness, Whether it was aceldent or design I8 more
| dimeult of exrlnnntlon. My own opinion I8 that
| one or two coolies had surreptitionsly remained or
| crept tnere, reallziug the fact thai bales of hay
made & softer bed than the boards of the deck, and
| that while there indulged in smoking and thus set
fire to the ship,

Tne story told by the two sallors of the Lacka-
wanua Is altogether unworthy of credence; the
conception of the romance was evidently after
the fact and Is to be attributed to that love of the
romantie luherent In the breast of every sallor,

| especially 8 mun-of-war's man. In the first place
| dapanese do never, In speaking among themselves,
I8l."" On the contrary the

{Bvarisbly speak their own lsagusge. of
nvariably spea elr own e, Of whic
these mel’; 'd% not understand a w'rfr\i. Again, if

| there bad been any design to burn the ship, where
| these saliors were would be the last place that the
| lbcrpntrnlon would ruah to to tell thelr design.
| Further, sailors are not noted for reticence. Yet
| this man Davis, as he testifled, hears of a probable

burping of an American 8hip, takes no In-
| terest  in the matter, makes no Inguiries,

and 1o a room full of le only tells his
| chum of what he 1ad  beard. Chom
again, not being bound to keep 1t quiet, neverthe-

calm, and the burning ahlp was surrounded by In- |

o
;i
|
i

gincer
Rulo
that the

ia cnlpable,
83 reads, “The chlef engineer in to Reo

Do acisnk sials and a¢ i
or Lo ue attached are In an eMclent 8 and at all
timea ready when required.,” For ovident non-

conformance with this rule the chief engineer is

In at fauls,
aﬂ might be asked why the lower cocks were not

turned on and the abip fooded an lunlEIc thsm“ﬂ
aat tl h&l of ahlp, which co
g e rwam m &ptuln ‘Done's

te put the-fire :
that waa found to ble the lower decks
were unapproschable,” The great less of Ife {8
withont doubt attributable to the attempts of the
hineae to save thelr affects, Although several of
hem appeared (n the Court and atated that when
the slarm was first given If .taey had not been pre-

confined to

rrommtﬁe othe testimony. The
that at one time there were over one hun-
dred on ladder, ladder

terference took plsce It was Lo warn them from
crowding lgg much and attempting to save tholr
b o veral of the bodies [tlckad up had
large of clothlng tled on thelr backs. Ono
thing ocertalnly was neglected, me ofcers
alould have been detached to seo to the passen-
gers and ondeavor to get them all off the ship in
an orderly manner; but there 8 no cvidence that
thls was done,

THE COURT OF INVESTIOATION AND ITS FINDING.

Toe official Investigation lasted nearly four days,
but it waa by no means a completo one, Many un-
necessary uestions were asked and many
vitnl onea omltted, The United Btatea lawa for the
government ol msacnser-car{ ing steamships
wero apparently not consulted, Besides, a
certain ne of arsliness  was  use by
the President of the Court towards the wilnessea
entirely at varlance with the usual suave manner
of that gentleman, It had the eMect of placing the
witnoases on the defenslve tnali' aeeming to have
a feeling that each inaividun ¥y wad on trial for
turning the ship, It Is moat probable that a more
complete investigation will be held In New York,
where expert nﬁipmustﬁrn and engineers will be
called upon for teatimony. That the Inveatigation
liere should have Leen lncomplete 18 guita compre-
hensible. The Conrt cannot be expected to bo
thoroughly posted upon steamshlp matters, and
there were tew il any experts at his cominand.
Nevertheless the Court evinced the utmost patience
in trying to silt the matter, and If it did not thor-
oughly succeed but little blame can attach to it,

THE DECISION

rondered by the Court 18 a lengthy one, and de-
chdes nothing. It 18 & mere resund of the testl-
mony with the oplnlons of the Court attached, It
geems to me they might have gone a little further,
With the exception of very lightly reflecting ‘‘on
the want of preparation or great tardiness" in the
engineer's department, no blame is attached to
anybody. Yet the Court finda *'that notwithstand-
‘Ing all this capacity—referring to Its capacity for
gum.ng out flre—steam was only on one donkey

olter, and, with a Mmil head of sleam, not more
than flve streams, altogether, could be supplled to
;!xt%l]:illm b o fire,” Burely, somebody is to blame
or thia,

The Court finds that it I8 ‘‘nsual to allow steam
to go down on all bollers except the donkey boll-
ers, when in port.” If this be true, and the com-
pany is aware of this, then the company Is respon-
sible, It not, then 1t rests with the Captaln and
other oMeers of the ship,

Again, the Court finds that too much time and
too many persons were occupled with she house,
Instead of forming lines with the buckets. 18
nobody to blame for tnlstY Is aoybody to

| less says not a word about It [o any one, and, al- |

though the fire oconrs that night, does not speak
| of 1t toa living soul, not even to the oflicers of his
| slup or his mates, untll several hours after he has

nlithough they both saw the fire. Besides, the
| Japanese women alluded to were examined, None
| of them knew anything about the fire till next
| morning, and the onlgl‘ basis for the whole yarn s
| that when toe sailors left the house the next worn-
| Ing oue of the women sald, “bBlg Melican ship
| makes hurn,'' A8 the boys overnjght had wdulged
| in considerable firewater thelr recollections of the

I.}unlunw‘nuu this occurved are wot probubly very
| distimot,

Another rumor got started around the settlement
| that the Ship was set on fire by Japancse, from
| motives of revenge, 1L was stated that just before
| the Great Republic started on her last voyage to
San Francisco a Japanese had becn Killed by two
ofMeers of the Pacille Mall Steamship Company on
that ship, and W& body bad been sent ashore in &
barrel, and several Japaness who had veen wit-
nesses to the deed were secured In the company's
conl shed until the Repubile got away, On investi-
giation this turned ont to be all “bosh.’*  The whole
splaurd story had been founded on the bare fact
that on board the Decapolis a Jap had been killed,
AN Americats who wis enguyged un the coal on that
siip has been arrested, aud he states that tne man
fell down the hold by accident, A full Investigalion
Lister this matter hos not yet been held; but it will
probubly turn oul as the prisoner asserts,
| HOW DID THE DISASTER MAPFES ¢

Now arises the question, how did 1t happen that

A ship Hke the America, well oMeered and manned,
thoroughly equipped In all ways, should be com-
pletely destroyed by a fire, Insignificant 1o its be.
ginuing, in the space of time little exceeding half

|

been on hoard the ship and two days alter the fire, |
| recognieed  as

Llame for the mlsapprehension a8 to  the
headway of the fire and the “confusiont  And,
lastly, is no one to blawe for the “unexpected fall-
ure of watery"

The “conviction" entertalned by the Court that
the fire was the work ol an ineendiary 18 gcarcely
borne out by the testlmony. That it is quite pos-
Blble and even probable I8 most true, but not more
posslble or probable that It was the result of an
accident, ‘There 18 no reason to suppose that any
antipathy did exist * on the part ol some person
towards the Pacille Mall Steamship Company or
some of Its oMcera.”” And a8 to the fact that the
few Chinese passengers were geuerally supplied
with Jarge sums of money—this s of m-‘mtuf oc-
Elr;ence—uwry steamer brings more or less U’h.lna-

en,

The America was carrylng an exceptionally
#mall number of passengers—160 in all, owever,
a3 atated above, there |8 Just as much reason to
suppose that it was the action of some depraved
wrelch as to suppose It was the result of an acel-
dent. But whether it was the one or the other I8
destined, I am afrald, to remaln forever a4 mystery.

The OMcial Investigation.

The Court consisted of Consul Shepard, presiding;
Captain Paul Shirley, United States steamship
Lackawanna; Captain Percy, American steamer
Emperor.

United States Minister De Long occupied f scat
on the bench, and from tlme to time made sug-
gestions to the Court.

The Court convened August 51, 1872,

SETH DOANE'S TESTIMONY.

Captain Heth Doane being duly sworn, testifled—Am a
shipmnaster; my Inst commani was the Pacific Mail
stoimshi l.omplrl?"n ﬂitmuuhlp Amerlea; was in com-
mand and on board at the ume of the fire; T was asleep
wits aroused by ihe first oMcer, who sald the ship was on
thre; wsnear s 1 van recollect it was a lew minntes past
eleven o'clock; six bells had struck; Iroshed into the
saloon; saw  the hose stretehed and men to
quarters; each man a8 a stationi (was shown
i book of Regulations of the company which he

I auvhil; pace 48 of eald book is the
Fire statlons bill; copies of these are posted nll over the
ship; Isaw the tHames through the deadlights of saloon
deck; these deadlights were about hall way Leltwecn
main and mizzen masts; saw the Hght of the flame
through the deadlights; there was no other evidence of
dre fn the saloon as there wins no outlet; saw men at-
tempting to open the hateh leading down (o the steerage
deck ; ordered them to deslst and not to open the hateh
Ul water came; I then passed int the ladies’ saloon be-
luw; saw no smoke or other indications of Are there;
then retaroed to main saloon, broke open n -Imu'lllsl:i
and led o hose down ; there are five decks In the ship—
orlop, freight, steerage, maln and hurrlcans; the hold
has three bulkheads and two compartments srncr be-
tween orlop deck trelght deck 1s used for frelght and
conl; conl bunkers oecupy space nmidships alongside of
3 v‘Im‘!: niter bulkhend comes hinlt way between main
and milezen ninsts; the space botween freight deck aml
slevrpee -lrc!qllllwnl for froleht, that between steerage anid
maih deck for passengers nml ireight; on this cecasion
there wis only some bay in that part over the ajter coim-
purtment the fre was dscovered on sicerage deck for-
wird of after bulkhead, in midile compartiient; it was
directly over the space oceupled by coal; it may have
Leen over elther of both compartinents; could not tell

| exsact sitpution of fumes; soon after putting the hose

an our ¥ The apswer bas been tally and uneguivo- |

cally given by the witbesses at the investigation.
There was no water! There was not sufficieut
Sleam to work the pumps to supply the water,
After thefiro the chief engineer well understood
that inquirics would be made of bim as to the
reason that there wos no pvallable steam, and he
felt that he was unable to satisfictorily apswer
those gquestions, When on the stand his manoer
was hesitating and confused ; tut Liv weakened his
oWn cause by attempling to attribute the lack of
| water Lo other cuuses than to the absence of steam.
| His plea that the feed pipe might Lave burst or
| Lroken or fallen down, of that the joints had melted

or burst, was absurd—was fatly contradicted
| by the testimony of facts by the different
witnesses, and by none more unequivocally

than by Lis own first assistant engineer. If any
accident had occurred to the pipe Low could water
come through any one hose? Yet |t was fully
rroved that one hose lu the saloon and one on the
wrricane deck did give water; and the captuin

trunsmitting water when he dessited the ship,
Hia statement that the one hose might Luve been
cunnected with other sources of supply showed
that e was Ignorant of the machinery o{' the ship,
for the captain, first oMcer and fret a
gineer all distinctly swear that thore was
source ol supply for water throughout the whole
ship, The theory of the hose valves being closed 18
flatly contiradicted by the first officer and the on
tain. The Arst oflcer saw to the valves lumeelr,
and it is but nataral to suppose that the veriest
| blockhead, In connecting a hose with the feed ripa
| would see that the valve was open. The cause,
| therelore, of the fire becoming master so soon is
attributable to the want of steam and Lo that
alone, While there can be 0o doubt, therefore, s
10 this fact, the question of responsibility s de-
bulabie,
OFFICTAL PLEAS IN JUSTIFICATION,
The company has published a prmphiet coutain-

Etutes that that one on the hurrteane deck was |

Istant en- |
ul one |

down the deadlight the smoke and daines drove every-
Lody mway ; Tgot on (0 the steerage de hirough the ~I1iu
door, which s about the niddie of the ships got nearly
into torward part of steorage, but the simoke was fo
dense Teonkd not stay : canoot sny whether fire liroke out
ot freleht deek or steerage deck | cannot tell particilprly
what was burning, the whole deck was (0 n periect shect
ol fames, watehinen are stationed all over the ship; the
soernge watehman wius on witch &t the lecality of
the fire; hie has charge of that deck; the yunrters
Inuster on watch  shoold wo  through  thers every
halt hour; when | was on steerage deck Idrove the pas-
senigers out of the stecrago and then went back into the
saloon, thence to the upper deck, and started (he hose
through the ventilators; in cose of fire it & the duty of the
executive ofMcer to proceed to the place of fire; [ saw the
first ofieer there | 1ihink all the afMicers wore at thelr
posts; noticed none absent; when I first went into the
saloon no Water wus passing through the hoso: It was
fonr or five minutes betore water camey when the water
did come ILonly lasted four of five minutes; only one
Huse was Iw.lnq played on the fire from the salooen | probm-
by five or six liose were lnid; 08 many s six should have
plyed; only two seta of hose dre sipposed o be in the
snloon; about twelve should be on the steerage deck; a
large east iron pipe runs through the steerago dock : at in-
torvals of about ten feet there nire taps for hose attach-
ments; In case of fire all the taps should nave hose
attached leading to the fire ; when the water stopped run-
ning through the hose wo carrled water In buckets for
about ten minutes, but It having no wﬁ'«:t this was
stopped ; the hose was not used aiterwards; the reason
thit the water stopped running through the hose was that
there was no power to drive the pumips; in port we should
have steam cnough on the donkey engine to drive all
qunms: do not know whothier there was steam enough to
drive one pump | the engine fires are allowed to go olt in
rect, but not that of the donkey engine; this |2 not suM-
cienl to drive all the pumps; hive no explicit instrpctions
in the matter of Keeping any amount of steam In port;
Instructions are that stesm <hould always be on the don-
key i do not know how |Er-.-n stenm there was ; l;n sure
there was some steam ; chiel enginecr has general orders
tu keep steam always: all the ofticery woro on board at
the time of the fire, except the dootor; therg was

lireragl morica, situated on  the “lﬂmlrs
-.--mrl; ; case It was not avalled or.r:ﬁ:uul!
nearly a DL were out of ol

betore the rest o u’cnnnﬂ‘ f{;hllnt the fire; lacuudh;!
fieer has charge of life rafts and boats: (our boals were
loweved : one was lowered at the very last thhli by the
frst wid second ofMoers, assisted by sn oMeer froin the
Lackawsnna: these nrl the stewardess and somo others
eot fuio that boat; T left the ship twenty minutes to

L
)

twelve; | think that must have been the time, for m
witteh stopped at that time; 1 should judge | was on tll’r
sliip hait an hour after the alarm was given: I jum

overhonrd after the last-mentioned boat was clear of the
slidp ; there w o hesitation on the part of the crew to
obey orders 4f & fire ocours Al soa the steam power comes
trom the main bollers; the donkey s for alie Is pgrl to
handle cargo, drive pumps and =0 forth; the donkey Is
supposed 1o have suMeient power 1o dreive ulﬁlpl enoigh
(o put gut fire, [ have always gono through the Aire drill

tho or uotlrﬁ the
troke. The probabilities are tha such in- 4

‘the hoss_in the ship not

R e
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JOBEPH WALLETT'S TESTIMONY.
Jossph llnlh% wworn—1 was fret officer of tho steam-
hip America ut the hme or.‘ho fire; 1 waain %room{ 1
tnrd tho quartermmster sing ot‘rfi'l “Firo In r sloer-
1 that place a

up'g:rlou g h any; took my watc
‘:1 plr-Tnu' ::br ;Pm‘lb { ‘u; wenl’ to tho hose In a
A B e L
on; gob another length and nt&unﬂﬂ uuﬁult
throw ?llflvnnlllnku': I thon aaw the
e pilof uwk played mL that |
‘"1. tlll?hiimlilu ‘; urtawl L:-ént
ﬁ. 1':'611 uard, cleared It and lowored It was asslated
socond officer and an officer from tlmucnrnnn 1 su
own on the lower falla and tho ot on the after fslls;
e foaving T lockad Arqund buk couldsse ncgs St fie
el and puf B 8 board] shen vt back o s
Ao p"-m'.lfv:%‘{: boats; quarterma QEGEO \m&

u|
he sl
S:“n'“’ % ::u' ho alarmy when I went bolow

me
A d | the hay burning [
'.’-‘r::-'tﬁ?;%:?-‘:‘hguﬂm'm h‘sho 159 ]%Iwrlt
nl.n: the fire wul hellu thT rage deck |

i

iioa et Bevh olafoed Detbre water cipn
hrou, the hose; (he only hose saw wite
in was the ono I lma hojd ofy it wus III]'IRIG
from the pamp by steam from the donke 1 have

boller
not to inspect the engloe reom; 1 do nof think there was
al.elmmmnpthe dun&la}: t( ﬁ“i“to ‘:l:. l:e:u; there r::#‘l:
ave been water; not go in engine room ;
Iﬂrn’j saw the fire 'ﬁiﬁ hn? wnzur fuuu{g g.]ln put
the flre out; three minutes on! ‘mould eh%nn between
the alarm and gotting water;lh this cass ton minutes
elumﬂ; my opinion is that the ship was Ioutri‘mm wl‘l‘“
of steam on the donkey engine; I consider the  jasu
by the c¢company ample and that they cover
ground ; had those rules been acted up to the ship wo
jot have been lost; at ses 18? round to inspect every
wour; was in (e gleerage at uine oaeloc&J Wiid ol
the (reight dock also, bLut saw eviden of fire;
on the f(reight deck there wera only & few cases ¢
arma; the firo was back 3!‘ he coal; wd had n work-
ing that day on orlop an lr.f ght decks; wo 1o
from the stecrage deck ;1 had an opinion
cansed by the carelessness of coolies; I at first wugnln
1o allow " the cooljes to ﬂ‘lsl&‘l on the steerage deck, bu
on couslderation I remove Pmd. to the main deck
some may have stopped there nnd smoked; I think i
ormlnnwx In the hay; the steerage wa hman was in
charge thero; Quartermnster Wilson had orders ﬂ
through at ten; he went through at hall-past ten; at s
bells (@loven o'clock) e said he saw fon bules of hay on
fire, and gave the alarm; I immediately went Lo dfier
steerage; cannot say whether all the ofMcera were a
thelr :nah; saw the secomd officer und every Isndﬁ 1 ha
oecasion to communleate with; atayed on the shi
half an hour; all bands did the best |?oy could,
obeyed all orders and wera prompts think ir
the” fire had cmmlu’ on the frelght deck we all?luld

1t

il

e

Tiave seen evidence of 1t through the ventilator on the hur-
ricane deck; I consider I took all ?Nuauuunn against
fire; no cargo was lylng loose ; the hﬂ s were nll secure s
If the fire cecurred at sea it would have been l'l'l.udll!i
immediately ; 1 am firmly of the orlulun that when
first nuw thi: fire it was contined to the hay; the cause of
so many Chinwmen losing thelr lives 1s owing to the fet
that they tried to save thelr blag:un: BOME Were
drowned by boxes lmhw flung on ll n rbile in the
water; know nothing about the brenking of the gangway
ladder; there was s libernl supply of life preservers,
about twelve hundred, convenient to steeruge passen-
gers: they are ina crib, with the words “Lile preser-
vors" in both English and Chingse on it; the valves wers
not open on sleerage deck ; were open on uI:per deek; 1
opened them mysell on hurricane deek; there was po
breakage that I know of 1 the pumps,

JOHN GRAHAM'S TESTIMONY.

John Graham sworn :—Was chief engineer of Amerlen
&t the Ume of the fre; was on board at the time; have
heen in the l!m[rtn{ of the company, off and on, for twen-
tv-Lwo years as chiol engineer; soon aiter six bells struck
heard a person call fire ;. rushed down oit 1o see where it
with; went Into main saloon ; saw the finmes through the
uh-ml‘linhu; then went forward tosee If assistant engl-
neers wers ot their stations; threo were at pumrs nmad-
ships, two were in the donkey room ; went to see if water
was running through hose ; went to the upper deck and
found water goivg through the vutboard discharge ; had
that closed and went back to main deck and found water
running through hose; went forwand again to donkey
room; stafd there till the smoke an ames drove mao
out; I think it was Captaln Miller that gave the
alarm; in_ ecase of fire In  port have no par-
ticular station, the main engine not being used;

was cool and collected; did go to the
engine room ; we had fire and steam on the donkey boil-
ers; twelve pounds of steam were reported to me; we do
not use donkey engines ror handling cargo; have not been
In the habit of” doing soy they are used for feeding boiler,
rumnmu up waier, 40 5 there are thirty-two conneclions
or hose in the ship: the donkey s not 'ynwerml enough
to feed them all; with twenty pounds of steam can drive
five jots; when the tire broke out there was twelve pounds
of stenm on and It was rising; with twenty pounds of
steam could throw water forty to ity teet; we are pe-
quired not to d twenty j da of steam; 1y
carry twelve pounds in port when the waich is set; that
I# the rule on all ships that I have been in; the outboard
valves are generally opencd before we start the pump,
and atterwards are closed: I heard the people cry ou
there was no water, and I found none in the gangway;
the fifth _nssistant cogineer was on  watch; the
engineers, storckeeper nnd China  firemen were
with him t lwk nfter the the donkey; gave first
asslstant engineer, that night before Kuiu( to bed, orders
about conl, none as to steam: It isle/t to the engineer's
judgment as to how much steam should be l‘.?ti can't al-
WaYs keep twenty pounds on, because it would be Ineon-
veuient to those on board, requiring constant blowing off,
and would be exponsive to the company i I have not re-
celved any written instructipns from t'he company for
four or flve vears; 1 do not consider twelve pounds of
steam sulicient in case of fire; the fith nsslstant was on
wateh recelving coal; we keep no engineer In engine
room In port; the engineer on wateh was suppo w be
looking after the donkey engipe and coaifng; all the
pumps were not connectedl, because the boilers were not
suflicient to keep them auh}s; my first
the engine room door; the stcam pum
ward miin boilers; Arat assistant’'s sin
sixth asststant, I think, was fooking atter the hose: the
:‘llreman is n Chinamani I bave not scen him gince the
re,

To Mr, Do Long :—Do not know of my own knowledge
how wuch steam there was; twelve pounds was reported to
me: did not see the gauge ; was not nware that wacer had
stopped running through the hose after it first started ;
beard some pne ery out therewas no water ; did nutfutomu
donkey unxth\u atany time; as to slea%lle had only given
genernl onders while he was on the ship to keep twelve
ignndg of steam on, except when cooking, then to hav
wenty pounds; this general order is generally understo
by the englneers  abont five minutes only elapsed between
the closing of the outbonrd discharge and the water belng
In the hose ; saw water fowing throvgh two pl‘{xl: all the
l\mnpn lenil to the main pipe on the steernge deck where
hie hose attaclunents are ; the second nsststant was in the
eyes of the ship; it takes from thirey to lnrl'{-me minutcs
1o get up stenm on donkey boilers: we only Keep steam on
one bolier in port; do not think that all the steam power
in thoe ship conld have put the fire out ; bave been on board
soveral ships while on ftre.

Lieutenpnt Durnforil and Sub-Lieutenant Wil
liams, of Her Majesty's steamship Rinaldo. were
then gworn, but thelr testimony threw no light on
the matter, a8 they came to the ship too late to
repder any aesistance,

Many of the under ofMcers and employts were
next examined, but thelr evidence was principally
to the sume effect as that of their superiors,

t was at
s were over for-
fon Is at pumpas;

UNITED sTATES NAVY OFFICERS ON THE ETAND.

J. Fleld, Licutenant United Bintes steamshlp Lackas
wanni=uoing off 1o Lackawenna in company with Mr,
Klapp, eaptain's clerk, saw the fire on the America and

ulled towards it; got on_board and saw hose stretched,

ut there wis no water; found one hose on the hurricans
deck that had water: he helped to lower a boat and put
the stowardess into i Flnkl‘li up several people who
wore In the watery was of the opinion that he was one of
the first to get on board the burning ship; was of the
opinion that it all the hose had been in play when he saw
the fre it would haye been useless; escaped himsell by
shding aown the boat's 1rils.

Frederick Kilapp, eaptain’s clerk of the Lackawanna,
was oplled, but lis testimony was of no importance,

CHINESE TRETIMONY.

Ta 8in (warned to speak the truth)=Was flreman on
tonrd the Ameriea; was at the donkey engine amidships
on the main dock at the ume of the fire; duty was Pﬂ
attend the fire at the donkey boller; when the alprm was
ﬁi\'l!n there was fiftcen pounds of etenin on g hnd had

fean pounds all night; arterward (¢t went down to
tourteen pounds; four or five minutes niterward went up
to sixteen or seventeen pounds; the highest it ever

achod wis c“f'“”“ pounds; chief engineer had told

im tﬂ keep firteen pounds on all night: was alone on
duty there all night; was always alone on duty in port;
at son thero are several fremen on duty st the same
time; in port sometimes the thind assistant engineer I
with us; stayed by the donkey about twenty minutes
aiter the fre ocenrred ; then jumped overbonrd.

Then agualn came oMcers and omclals of the
America.

lllunltllrhn heing re-examined, sald that there were
thirty-five bales ol m_T in the steerage: it was kept lor
the 1eeding of cattle on the homeward trip; it was
k]nptlllggwelarm;nrl?tunn. because mlll"h“" cnnlgl‘:merud
the sa uoe for lt; an, rson could have got
#leerngo urlja the night of !ispar;? 5 i o

Here the tentlmon{ closed.

The Court retired for deliberation and then re-
corded the following

Deciston.

‘We, the undersigned, comprisin

i the Court of In.
$u1r:r assembled at the United sta

kohama, Japan, on the 31st day of Aco M:‘bl.‘tl?ifm
oko 0 8 [

t0 lnquire 1810 tha cause OF the 1ss 6f th. Steats.
nnlfl merica, having heard and carelully consids
ered all of the testimony adduced in the case, do
find a8 follows ;-

That the steamer America arrived at this port and an.
elmrn%llmnl soven o'clock on the morning tEfn August 24,
1572, That, as usual with ships of that line when In this
port, Al steam wis allowed 1o go down except in one so-
enlled “donkey r." That when in port steam s only

this bosler for the purpose of h \ g

;E {'a. ip, ynmpl.nh:gilc:?nnd worok ng “u‘:}m&
at, with s ‘T‘ on the main boilers, t mdl capaeity of
was

ro-oxtingu Rpparatus on Vit
&lm-wu stroams, &“llﬂ with a complete supply of
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seomlingly mmo?utlTu{ lhu1:
enginear then on duty In_the ship—
o recolving and stowing of this wgla
aving & Chinese stoker alone on walch t

n ylmllarr i thatsuch was the conditio ol;ﬂ‘l
‘50 Nen o'6loek of un:r‘ovﬁulng. when Quarier r

ilson afler styiking “alx bells'' proceed
Inspection, an nlpon resching the inin deck and
Ing the dining saloon, he with the stowardess a
delected the smell of smoke—glanced over the side of the
vessol, saw smoke issuing from the after-steerago p&rﬂh:
rushed at once below l.nu} the -ﬂerumurn&e and re
lf" fire in the two upper ters of this I}‘ll:.{i at this fire
Lon occupled a space less than three fee mhuarn. and not

:Ang connected with any woodwork of tha shipy tha
lmmmli#tely B general alfarm i! the shi wntl glven, at
most of ‘the officers an ére [

od5e D

1y
B A I R
086 Wias giretched In the

O
n

rsteerage, the valve Lumez
2:1 Al wat:r nwg!l.ed. but nons cume before the smoke
d finmes drove him dlal?uslnmtl above that dec
1“.1 der the supervislon of Captain Doane, four linod
of hodd Wers At bnes s

valves opened and waler t Lﬁ'&“ﬁlwm&" ﬂﬂ'ﬁ?"&‘i‘ébﬁf

That eventuslly—and for a short time only-a littlo came
through gne lne of the hose and (hen fulled, no more
coming through any ho
dpned, the captain and crew lmlm;l ;‘ on
Lu the hurricans deck. That here anolher ? of hoss
ad h?en stretched, the first officer when driven from
the steerage taking charge of 1t; but l.arauuh {.!.I
also no water came untll the far had complete
go&nsulnn of the vessel below the hurricans deck
hat from (et time the supply through thiy ono life of
hioss was full and continue rounhroug it nntil the
ship was abandoned. To our minds this fact proves the
fire pumps and supply pipe of the vosse hava been in
i working order, and tha presence of water for a few
moments throug nrn 1 ae {n the cabin ls m{oor
hat fel_m wn.mua ow 1y nkey 'Imll.af wth I1en
turned on supplled one s x:nTurur n very [ew minutes
only, and then fell so low as to be useless, until just befure
the shin was abandoned.
We are of uaniou that the long time which elapsed
belore even this one stream was  started denoles
gmlt want of prafnrltloll or lmn‘u}ndineﬂ in the engl-
eor's depariment, and we enterlaln no doubts that If
steam to the amount of twenty pounds or more had
been on the donkey boilor at the time alarmn w;s glven
thie fires under that boller in proper roml!ll.on.lg roger
expedition used in getting the n({u pnnml u&wor ,I&o ro
might have been axmﬁulihe and the ship saved. We
are of opinion that because ot the peoullar locatlon of the
fire—thé very combmstible material In which it com-
menced—a gencral misapprehension as to Ita hepdway

revalled on all bands, iting in some confusion.
I u!féen too mn:ly!penp!a for &
0

&6 until they nlso were aban
tho fipnes

ahe & onG. pacagad 4t wall 1o
t‘ég:gmn Golay 1 nr;nnixfm ?!‘;‘ﬁ: w Jrguckrel:.r " !J'r:cl..
i ms to us that the glare of E

W,

light on the large sec-
tion of dead ta in tiu: main salgon erroneonsly im-
pressed all on board with the ldea that the wh l..l or

steerage and after h[. decks were on fire; 18,

with the uncxpected tuure of water, led every opa to

{Ellc;rh own judgment In doing what he could to subdue
e flamos,

We feel that this meed of praise is, however, justly du
to all the officers and crew of the vessel ;that t'htjn' sagmes
to have worked with ure%lgallnnlrs’ and persaverance
from the moment uua; realized the danger until drive)
from the vessel by the flames. The great loss of
among the Chiness passengers resulted, In our oplnio
from & variety of causes. First, from ihe generaleffo
made by all of them to save their property, This led some
to overweigh themselves with muoney; as, for instance,
on (luol:m}v which was recovered,
hundred dollars In gold waa found ; a
o various sums was found on nggrlr ull.

threw their heavy boxes overboard Lito the sea, upon the
hends of thuse below, Third, they neglected to secure nnf-
of the greal number of life-preservers within easy reach
aud in plain sight of all. Fourth, by the earrying awa
of* the accommoidation ladder when crowded wit
Chinese passengers all were hurled Into the sea to
ml.‘:!gmn und die together, Fiith, two boats that had becn
used (o bring conl on board the nl{;r; and which were
lying alongside when the fire Lroke out wore
left in charge Japanese coulles by thelr officers, who
boarded the ship to mlf extingulsh the fire. These boats
the .Inplniu sailors In A cowardly manner set adrift,
lending no hand towards rescaing elther the Chinese or
even thelr own oficers. And lastly, this great loss of life
whaid ocensioned by the fearful rapl’lllt with which the
fiumes spread; the lomg continued effort made by all
hands to subdue the flames leaving no thne or opportu-
nity to lower the uhip‘j boats or its lite ratt after such
ellorts were discontinued.

In conclusion, we most regretfully state that from all
the svidence w'i are convineed that ihe fire was the result
of intention and not of accident. Only the most remote
and lmprobable chance for it to have oecurred from an
rm:idunt exists; wherens ldwmm ro disposed could,
n our opinion, withyut difficuity and with but ihe
elightest chance of dewc&mn have communicated this
fire. The Inducement (o do this may have arisen from

art ol some persons towards the Pacific
‘ompuny orsome of s offlears, or fro
the fact that the Chinese passengors, ;lthuufh #o few
number, were so generally supplied with large sums of
monay. This may have becomes knawn on shore and in-
duced some wreich to fire the ship lor the sake of an
opportunity of robbing these people durlng the con-

tlagration.
& C‘Rknl.dgg n'lgngpf\l?.\”'c "
onsul aud Prosident of the Court.
PAUL SHIRLLEY,
Captain and Senlor United States Naval oMcor present.
_ . D. PERCY, Shipmaster,
Usirep Stares CoNsvrate, KEanagaws, Japan, Sept. 8,

By courteay of the Court, and at the request of the
agent of the Pacific Mall Steamship Company at this
m:rt. J, the undersigned, was present and participaced (n

king the !ummﬁonf in this proceeding, and fully concur
in the foregoing findings and conciusions.

C. E, Ds LONU, United States Minister.

lﬂmo twenty-seven
nid more or 1ess coin
Second, some

The Disaster Reported by an American
Naval Ofcer, 2
WasHiNgTON, Oct, 10, 1872,
A private despatch from one of the oMeors of the
United States steamer Lackawanna, dated Yoko-
Tnama, August 27, and recelved here to-day, says:—

About ten o’clock Saturday night Captain Shirley
sent for his executive omicer, Licutenant Com-
munding A, G. Keliogg, as fire hells were ringing
on hoard some of the 2hips in the harbor. Capiuin
Eellogg immediately ordered a boat lowered sup-
piled with axes and buckets, On nearing the

scena of confagration what was our surprise to |

gee ames breaking out everywhere from tie mag-
nificent steamer America, of the Pacitic Mail line,
and just arrived from San Francisco,

On the hurricane deck of the ill-fated steamer
etood Lieutenant Field, of the Lackawnnna, direct-
ing guch ol the crew a8 had not jumped overboard
and lowering the last boat the steamer had, It
appears that Lieutenant Fleld and Mr. Elapp, the
captain’s clerk, were passing when the alarm was
given. Field ran on board and, flading the officers
mostly gone and everything in confusion, Assumed
commanil aod set about saving the Uves of the pas-
sengers,

DIFFICTLTIES AND CONFURION,

One stalware passenger refused assietance In
lowering the boats and sttempwﬂ o escape with
his carpet sack. Lieutenant Field, in the coolest
manner possible, knocked him down and threw his
luggage into the sea, This prompt action on the
part of the soung llentenant at once restored
order, and Field worked with a vim until he barely
escaped with his life from the burning ship.

Mr, kla]pp jumped overboard and swam with &
lady and her child to & beat and pat them io ft, He
tiien returned to the ship, but found the decka too
hot to hold him. He slipped down & rope where a
a lot of Chinamen were hanging. ey seized
Klapp by the legs and were endeavoring to drown
him when Captain Kellogg with o boat's crew came
along and rescued him.

It was a splendld sight to us to see our young
navy leutenant surrounded by the cmclltnq
fames, and yet dlscharging his responsible and
laborious duty with as mueh coolness and delibera-
;i:&;a il he was muking his bow ot an evening
HUMANE EXERTION IN THR FACE OF DREAD FATALITY,

Our boats worked nearly all nlght picking up and
eaving those we could find, and yet in spite of
all our etforts It appears fity-six persons were
drowned,

The officera of the America proved to be a sorry
lot and brought no credit on themselves, The mate

Wwas the firat to jump overboard to escape from the |

gunpowdaer.
OFFICIAL MERCANTILE THANKS,

The agent of the Pacitic Mall Compapny addressed
A pote to Captaln Shirly the next day in which he
Bald, “Please convey to the oMcers and men of
your command our warmest thanka for the heart,
ald rendered ns o our late disaster, We would
more el&aclnlly mention Lientenant Commander
A U, allng.l and  Lieutepants Fleld and
Elllott and their men, thelr acts coming more
under our personal observation. Occaslonslike the
one through which we have passed, tnou’lh terri-
ble In themselves, still show us the muru y of our
E?:‘mll: which palliates, though it cannot relieve our

A TYPANON IN CONOLUBION,
A fearful typhoon sprang up early Sunday morning,
and blew with snch violence that rocks weighing
upwarils of five hundred nds were thrown from

THE RING FRAUDS. -

Bill Tweed and Tom Fields Before the Cour
of Oyer and Terminer.

Arguments of Counsel on Applica-
tions for Delay.

It having been announced that argumonts would
take place in the Court of Oyer and Terminer yes-
terday morning ln relation to the dlsposition of ong
or more of the “Ring" cases, & large number of
persons were present to watch the proceedings.
Among the legal Ughts present were District Attor-
ney Garvin, Wheeler H. Peckbam, John MoKeom,
David Dudiey Field, ex-Judge Beach, Henry &
Olinton and John E. Burrill, Messrs, Garvin, Peck-
ham, and Clinton, as prosccuting counsel, sa§
togetiher on one side of the Lable, the olher counsel
sitting at the opposite side. Judge John II. Bradx
sat on the bemch.

THE TWERED CASE.

Counsel for Mr. Tweed referred (0 & repors in one
of the daily papera of the proceediags of the Couss
on Monday, in a manner which gave a false ime-
‘pression tn relation to coansel connected with the
Tweed case. He wasnot aware that the indiot-
ment Io Oyer and Terminer had not boen merged
into the one in General Seastons. 3

Mr. Peckham said that the question now was ay
%0 setiing the case down for trial'on Monday next

mhndint’a mng: #ald the indigtments had nod
been merged, but as there had been B
henston on bia (counsel's) part, it perbaps w
be better to move e nove for a day of trial,

fiu Mr, Tweed's counsel more time to pres
pare lor opposition to the motlon  lie would requirg
eno time to consuit with his sssociates, and he
gf::nufmd that at leasi two days' notice aliould by

District Attorney Garvin suggested that Satuss
g or Monda, beiat for mg:’e:u motion to seb

case for trial.

Defendant's counsel then asked that Tuesday De
appointed, and it was determined that the Dis
At ome‘y move on Tuesday to have a day set foe
the trial of Mr. Tweed, counsel for the defendantto
be Tgreunt to oppose sald motlon,

13 matter having been disposed of, “counsel for

Mr. Tweed com%mnad that prJvate counsel, act-
ing ostenslbly for the people, lia iy

oc [0 THE GRAND JURTY, .
and probsb?j oXoralsed & wndug influenge oves
them. It was not right that any other than the
Diatrict Attorney ahould have access to the Grand
Jury, but If such right was accorded to nominsl
asaiatants of the Dlstrict Attorney, but who were,
iu reallty, private counsel, the counsel for the de-
la?dam ?Ihm&ld hsveéh: same prl\&llaguﬁ atrios Ab
udye | ] ut the
torﬁgf b?ﬂs{eﬁl%r nut}:gr d%aﬁ#éuﬁtailv?m
any right to confer with the Grand Jury. )
unsel sald that private counsel had attended
tli: Sr d Jury's sesslons and had become Cog-
nlzadf of the secrets of the Grand Jury and had
anbatantially Tven the Grand Jury advice. He be-
lieved he could show that what he stated waa true.
Judge Brady sald he could pay no attention to
statements ba?ed umv;llmn I;J?Urts; there must be
absolute proof. He wo Inalitute proper inqui-
ries, and il it was found that any lmproper com-
mgflsatlouqllnﬂ Iteen had with the Graod Jury s
tontedy Wonla mmudlute!mplled.
Counsel then expressed elf satisfied with

the ugsurance ufotht:‘ O:url. . TS
CASE OF TOM C. FIELDS,
Mr, Beauﬁpﬁeﬁ hidved to postpone Thomas 0.

Fields' case and to put it over [or the term, on the
ground that an important witness for the delence
could pot be prescnt durlng the present term. The
Indictments were for bribery in relation to fires
men's clalms while Mr. Flelds was In the Assemblys
In 1867 Mr, Flelds undertook the duty as priva
counsel to get these cluims paszsed, Mr. Fields to
get thirty-three and one-third per cent of the
amount obtalned as private counsel. In 1808
Fire Commissionera opposed the clalma and
they were not pald. Mr, Fields w ny
& member of the Legislaturé f[n I nor
was in 1869, when the clalma wekd
gmaﬁ. fnfq Elnt of the Indictments was that Mr,
ields recelved a conslderation lor his yote or ser-
‘wioes a8 member of memh[{, in Pl‘ocur ng the
Ing of the claims, The materisl witneas waa itich-
ard B, Connolly, the late Uum'%trulier. and it was
exsected to be shown by him thut he had sudited
and pald ten per cent of tnese clalms without a
colluslon with Mr. Fields. Nelther Mr. Connol
family nor friends could tell where he now was, ot
at lenst denled that they could, and his whereabouts
were L}nkuown and could not be asceriaiuned by
counsel,

Mr, Garvin sald that the records of the Comptrol-
ler's ofiice would be adequate proof of the auditing
and puywent spoken of, and the Comptrolier wad
not s material witness, There wuas no evidence
that Mr. Connolly would ever appear, even if ha
was needed, He had ratled to appear heretofore ad
a witness, and could not be tound, and It was not
claimea now that he would be found,

Mr. Beach sald 1t could he shown that the fire
claims were tuserted in the tax levyﬁyeur. Con=
nolly, without the knowledge of Mr, 1d3, and
that the tax levy was so passed In the Le, ture
a8 to leave it doubtful whether Mr. Flelds knew
that the claims were Inserted in the tax levy.

Judge Brady said that it wouold be wrong to foree
the defendant to trial, If there was any probability
that by a delay an important wituess for the de-
fence conld be procured.

Mr. Peckham said that there was no clalm
the counsel for the defence that Mr. Connolly cou
or wonld pe fonnd and procured as a witness,

Judge Brady sald that was the weak point (n the
lpgﬂcu_tmn for & postponement.

r. Beach'in reply said that It was expected
to obtain Mr, Connoliy, but it conld not be certalnl
ghown that he could be obtained, but in
case 80 seriously affecting the defendant all

o2sible indulgence should be given him in

8 efforts to produce & material witness
for his defence, The defendant was mnos
to blame for Mr. Connolly's absence
and should have some latitude allowed him in hia
eforts to secnre Mr, Connolly's attendance,
indictments have been allowed to sleep, but sud-
denly, on the eve of an Important election, n great
eflort s made to Erus Lhe case to trial, and such
sudden actlon looked strange, at lenst,

Mr. Garvin thought that it was incumbent npom
the defendant himself Lo come forward and make
an amdavit, on which to base a motion for a
ponemens. The defendant knew whether he
sell was awire that the claims were {0 the tax levy
when he cast his vote, and the point in which Con-
noly could be considered a material witness was
slmlnl_r u8 to whether he, without any consultation
with the defendant, inserted the claims in the tax
levy, but the real point was, after all, whether tho
delendant knew the claims were lu the lax levy
when he voted for sald levy.

Mr. Beach sald [t was singnlar, when the Tomba
wad crowded with murderers and others awalting
trial, that a case In which the defendant was on
:rlmll Wwas 40 suddenly and vebhemently pressed to
rial,

Judge Brady sald he would take the papers and
consider the question of postponement, mainly on
the basis of whether (L had been shown that Mr.
Connuolly baa in reality absconded and cannot be
procnred. The present fmpression of the Cours
was thet there was not a suMclent ground for de-
luy, but the question should be closcly examined
and decided at an early day.

This enided the discussion and counsel left the
COULE rovi. E

FORGERY OF' MEROANTILE ORDER&.

An Ingenlous Young Mam Who Obe
tained Plates of Copper om o Connters
felted Signature=Hls Arrest and Ime
prisonment.

Yesterday A man named Frederick 0. Mendricks
was brought before Judge Scoti, at the Tombs, on
the serious charge of forgery, and was remanded ta
jasil to await examination, When in the courd
room his appearance was by no means remarkable,
otherwise than that he wore a sinister expreasion
and bad very red hair.

The facts of the case seem to he that Hendricks

was arrested by Roundsman Stewart, of the Fifth
recinet, on Wednesday under accusation the
rm of ﬂulmet, Booth & Hayien, of Mo, 40 m-
bers gtreet, who are dealeérs In bruss and coppen
plates. Hendricks' crime I8 sald to be the coun-
terfeiting of the signature of J. R. Palmenbergh,
of No. Broome street (who |8 a hardware mer-
chant), on orders for goods which lLe sent to
Holmes, Booth & Hayden, the nnmber of pounds of
copper, Lowever, not being stated In every in~
stunce, but left to the judgment of the bearer.
}n% rorrllug of the forged dovument was alter this
ashion :—

Please lot bearer have what he wants and cha
me. J. R nnu‘l:ﬂnnm

Itto
LA
Previous to Wednesday the rascal had been uble
to get in this way about §132 worth of copper Into
s possession, Which lie had sold to one John
Stack, %Im keaps a jJunkshop at No. 85 West Broad-
way. The firm of Holmes, Booth & Hayden seng
thelr bills fo Mr. Paimenberg. Ho was satonished
At the purchases which ther represented him to
Lave made, and imed signatures which
were attached to the ovders, Dotective Flelds
triaced the property to the shop of Stack, whom he
found, had purchased It for seven cents a pound,
while it was really worth cents a pound. He
arrested Stack, and both priscaers were (n Court
mdﬂ. but oo new develop monts were then

BURNED T0 DEATH.

Coroner Koenan yestenday morning rocolved In-
formation that a few honrs proviously Antonio

the & 11 and feot up the Tozo, an Itallan youth, had been burned to death
au?:;::m:{"ﬂ,m:dd n%’lngnu:’ 1 :{tr‘l' n::re‘;twh occurred at bis residence, 153 Eliza-

There were 208 deatha In Brooklyn during the
past week, Of the deceased 47 were men, 48 wo-
men, 4 ¢irls and 95 bays,

Deceased was & musiclan and had
been out late the night previous. The remsine
were taken to 50 Prince street, from which place

they will b burted by s frie



