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THERE WILL BR A PAXIC."
"How can it be prevented?"
"The government will have to cnmc in and save

the business community. I understand that the
government Intends to buy several millions of dol¬
lars' worth ol bonds to-morrow. This will be a
relief. The feeling to-night, as iar as I can learn,
since this intention of the government, was made
known, Is much bettor than it was during the after¬
noon."
Shortly after ten o'clock Judge Richardson, of the

Treasury Department, was seen entering the hotel,
and he was at once surrounded by a number of
prominent bankers, who were anxious to know lor
curtain if the governmeut really intended to

"HELP I II KM OUT.''
The Judge refused to glvo a positive answer, but
replied that Secretary Boutweil would be at the
SuD-Treasury to-day, and if he found that the de¬
mands of tho business community re¬
quired him to do so ho would buyenough bonds to give at least temporary
relief to the market. Later on in the night it was
asserted on what seemed to be good authority that
Mr. Bontweil will buy to-day $10,000,000 worth of
bonds. The news created great excitement when
It was made known and became at once the theme
or conversation on all sides, to the utter exclusion
of all other topics. Prominent among

TUB LATH LOITERERS
in the crowd was Henry Smith, whose operations
of late in the street have given him a wonderlul
fame among the Wall street operators. lie looked
very contented with himself; In fact It is not
too muoh to say that ho looked extremely
happy. Of coursc it is natural to sup¬
pose that Mr. Smith felt very sorry, as all
good citizens felt, over the desolation of
Horfton. As he paced through the crowd with Ids
hands in his pockets, smoking a fragrant Havana,
and nodding smilingly to his acquaintances, whom
ha met at every step, a broker remarked to a
friend
"What a lucky dog that Smith is?"
"How so?"
"Why, he was 'short' of stock when the Chicago

tire occnrrcd, nnd lie's slinrt' now.
..Yon don't say so."
"Fact."
"Well, he'll make a handsome thing out of this

to him sudden good luck."
"A fortune," replied the broker.
Op to long after midnight the crowds still re¬

mained in and about the hotels, discussing tho
financial pros and cons of the situation, and lay¬
ing their individual plans for to-day's contest in
the "street."

BEECBER ON BURNED BOSTON.
Am Address Last Night at Plymouth
Church on the Boston Fire.-The Glory
and the Sorrows of the City.Narrow
Streets Denounced and the Fire a Bleu*
<n|K In Disguise.
Mr. Bcecher preached last night to an immense

crown In Plymouth church. There seemed to be a

general anticipation during the day that Ue would
refer to the Boston (Ire, and the anticipation was
realized. There was a touching reference to the
calamity in the opening prayer, and instead
of tho usual announcement of a text at
tho beginning of the sermon Mr. Beecher reversed
the order, and closed an address on Boston and
tho Ore with an appropriate text. Ho said:. I
suppose thcro is not a man, woman or child here
but is awaro of tho great calamity that has be¬
fallen a city near to our borders, whose name is
synonymous with American liberty.tho city
of Boston. No snch calamity has ever
fallen upon any communty; it can only
be regarded as a national disatler. To¬
day while wo wcro gathered together
on a bright Sunday, with tho snn shining resplendf
cntly, that city has had over it a black cloud o-

smoke. The bells of that city have been silent or
only rung out for purposes of alarm. While we
have gathered together in our places of worship
for praise and prayer thcro has been no gathering
there except the crowds in tho streets. All the
places of worship have been silent; some of thorn,
indeed. Lave been dostroyed, fctrect upon street,

m* mdBWiaV oemrr a. <«e city, me whole cen¬

tral business portion of the city, has beeu reduced
10

CRUMBLING BlUHS.
There i*®o other city in which It seemed PO^Wethat MKh destruction could be accomp lshed. Gran¬
ite itself the child of Are, and able almost to with.
st«nd it* ravage*, melted oBder the agency of the
name a* if it were wax. 1 go back to my boybocnb
when I lived there, and remember all the
Btreet* that hate been desolated. I have
played on them. I remember the old South
side; how little by little business has beeu
encroaching; how Btreet upon street ha* been given
up to it, aud how hund.cds of reiidenceB liave bad
their plices taken by buildings devoted to commerce

A change ha* comc over this ancient part of these
Btreeta. What capacity of iteres were here t what
plleB of commercial buildings It seemed a*
though architecture had done its best. It seemed
as thougD buildings were ereotcd there to last as
long as

THE rY RAJflflS II AVE STOOD.
But the flamo* have ennffed out their lile and they
are gone. The sun went down last night smiling
upon a great and prosperous city. It r<*o tills
morning looking down upon a roaring name, and
to-night it settles upon a city of ashes aud of
gloom. We could never Imagine a loss so wide, so
sudden, so contrary to all human chances, it
is in in some respects unmeasured and un-
moasuraWo ; to individuals and the products
of skilled labor it almost transcends all
calculation. Men say $250,000,0C0 was lost
in twelve hours, but how much has been
logt we cannot understand. The loss of build¬
ings, of machinery, is no srna.l loss; but what has
been the loss of the work of tho loom, of fabrics?
but what is (he loss of the fleece of
the flocks, what of the fruits and prod¬
uce (hat the ships have brought, what
of the brain power? This has been transcendent.
The blotting out of so much wealth is no small loss.
Tho organizations of labor that bave been knocked
asunder all this loss no man can attempt te est!niate. The individuals, too, who have been placed
by t his under serious embarrassment I The man
who yesterday looked through

A OOI.DKN AVEKTE
<a tn-iiAv looking through a darkened avenue of
coal and ashes. The picture need not be deepened
in color. To-night t think of the poor who have
been despoiled and pursued, aud who have yet
_,linw Biiii'Ar Thev &r6 itrons anil thu0» you
may say but they need sympathy, succor and sup-porl yA year

7
ago Chicago was prostTated

now it is Boston; then the city «' »I sass-.bSsiwJbja.wSbA iSjSj.in the vast West: now a city whoso history is part
of the history of /he rnlon. inanojoined together in one common calamity. 1"

)
"

.other place could Itliaveoccurred whoreltwould
so wound the national .feeling. Bostm » »

v strongly associated with American
ideas.I mean something that is tan-

desire lor government that
Mining from the people, and is ordained for the
TOopde.Wea* that have 'faith In ^e jutlgmcnt, self-
irevernment and capacity oi men, in eaHy educa
tion and iu the growth of substantial Institutions.
i mpan bv American ideas the faith of man in the
nviss and the whole of society, and that this is more
important to the natlou and the totality of ife
than the privileged or upper classes. Boston
stands lor

amwicam idea*.
nnr poriips heroes of liberty and its blessed fruits
were Wanted there. It was from Massachusetts
Hint Virginia kindled her torch, aud when tho
mother country made war upon her, and we began
our War of Independence, the King was discomfited,
and all throughout the land we began to read his¬
tory, it was to the Adamses tnat Jefferson sent to
draw the flrst writ. During all the burden of the
American war it was at this fountain that the na¬
tional heart bounded. There never was in the
darkest day of Old Massachusetts, when liberty was
in the field and was imperilled, that Boston oiMasslchasetts ever flinched, liere, then, began
American industry and American ln8tlJ"^lons-1^ttiiore lias not been other land-
marks but liberty began to be planted there.
There \ias been the origin of tl.c life of the nation
Kver since this ha* continued. other States have
tailen from their manhood, and gone down and
down Massachusetts has never taken a step
i.Mi twnrd Boston has never since the first day of
its hTstory failed to champion knowledge, liberty
or re iglou. Hated the city has been becauseuri *

misjule hates rile;
wnnse disorder hates order; because IgnoranceK Intelligence; because hunger hates regulated
libertv There Is no State there la noplace In
there federated States-tliat does not owe a debt
nf ffratltude to the city of Boston, it. lias given sym-
nathvtoall, and there Is not a place how¬
ever' remote, that has not unconsciously been
leavened by the Influenco of Boston. The
whole continent has been her debtor for school. ,

for literature, for scholars, a noble Viand of bwd.
Krom the earliest days to the present this has
been her history, and her scholars were never more

tforT'ff'while nowhere? 2f«e there has beenfi, i/htp a class of literary and educated citizens
her force has' been expended ill making her highest
education free and' accessible to her pooresti children. You call Boston aristocratic. You smile
it her necullaritles. Smile at them if you will , jou
cannot nurt her. She can bear this. There are
no such institutions on the globe. There Is no such
nroflclency as that which she gives in music, lu the
Uue arts, in the elementary s( udles and in the
higher developments. There is 110 such education
as that which she gives to the sons of her immi¬
grants, her draymen, to

TI1E SLACK AND TflE POOR WHITE
In her common schools and In her high schools,
and this too without money and without price,

t hat Instruction, too, was given more than
^ hundred years ago. There is no such care for the

common peoyle as in this much-laughcd-at city
of Boston. It was here that were originated the best
things in the land. Shame on that mail who, in
tne fay of her disaster, would laugh at her calaui-
Hy God could not have laid his hand of Are on
any city that could touch *be feeling
nation's sympathy so much as ! .« *.not been a iocal calamity. It is a national disaster.
The natrtoti><in of every heart should be stirred byS ^ery manwho enjoys any refinement in 11 era-
tnrp nil that is noble iu American hintoiy iiitt"
debted to this city. Let us avoid, in looking
at this calamity, speculation as to the actionor
Divine Providence and perpiexingly asking *').*Cod did this" and "'why God dirt tnat V Some will
say it was sent to humble a proud heart, as though
God sent

PROrn HEARTS,
as though Brooklyn did not nec<l the same school¬
master, as if New York was not Dad enough to re¬
quire a similar lesson. Some will but that it is sent
to humble ui. But who shall say why this disaster
is sent in any other way than the Summer is sent?
Can a sparrow fall to the ground without the view
of the Maker? and yet it docs fail to the ground,
»ud He sees it. There is not an Iceberg
Bills into the sea on its solitary lone-
nesa in mid-ocean but it is marked

by the providence of God. It is providence, but
God works through laws. It is prepared before¬
hand. He doeo not send plagues to one nation be¬
cause they are idolaters, or cholera to another be¬
cause they arc Roman Catholic or Protestant. Such
interpretations arc simply delusions. There is no
authoritative interpretation in our day of the way
in which God acts. There are moral uses
which are the answer to the "Why was this done?"
But, this being doue, the Question, is how shall wc
benefit by the disaster? we are good in the Inter¬
pretation of the future, not of the past. Cities
which are the grandest products of civilization and
ihe most admirable in their order have been the

' worst in their administration. The plaguo has
1 brooded over their streets and their avenues; there

have been vast interests of selfishness created,
i and punishmept ha? followed directly or indirectly.

Why the streets should be
NARROW AND CROOKED

was not determined by any architectural rea/wn.
I Where hundreds and thousands of men are creat¬

ing malaria by living so closely together, was it
wise to live so ? And yet it took this plague to
teach them this. Samyel taught foresight in hus-

I bandry, David thought three years of famine came
because he numbered the people. Well, every ten
years, when we take the census, are we to dread
iarnluc ? We don't thing of such a thing.

THE VOICE OF (10D
warns men not to shear the earth of its forests.
The voice of God warns mpn not to live filthilv.
It is too early to determine all that this lire reveals,
but I think I may say it was not an accident.
Was It needful that these streets should be founds,
so that the winds were felt no more than in a
wilderness? Was it needful to build those

MA89IVS BUILDINGS
, of granite tho first. story, and granite the second

and the third and then tho iourlh put on a Mansard
! roof of wood. The* were admirable for business,

and they were admirable for something tho
architect did not think of Are. Instead of saying,
'¦Is this a chastisement to Boston*" let
us hopo that useful lessons maybe learned from the
conflagration When great disasters befall the
cities on the right and on the left It Is well lor us to
think what we would do if the fiery angel should

| beat us down. Kmaycome. There Is nothing sure
but death and the beyond; the coffin and
the grave stand at par all tne time. Work; servo

1 less cheerfully for yourself and your own, but not
: without the thought that these things may be

taken away from you. IIow many arc there who,
if wealth and financial influence were taken
from them, could stand ? Livo for manhood,

! ami not for externalities. How solemnly does the
words of our Master come home to us, "Lay not up
for yourselves treasure upon earth, whore motn
doth corrupt and whero thieves break

' through and steal!" But lav up for yourselves
treasures In heaven, where neither moth nor rust

I con corrupt, and thieves do not break through and
I steal; for where your troasure is there will your

Heart be also.

ON TO B0S10N.

Departure of thr Trains.Scene* anil In«
rlilrnts at the Depot.

i Jfy sooner Jind the news of the terrible devasta-_

tion In Boston been tally verified by the tele¬
graphic despatches rocolved in this city thaft
the quation arose aiuong those whose interests
were at stake tu ''the modern Athens" a* to when
the first train would start lor that place. Time¬
tables were In order and eagerly scanned, and
when it was ascertained that no train would de¬
part from the depot prior to seven o'clock In the
evening a murmur or dissatisiactlon and uneasiness
ran around. The Directors of the Boston and New
Haven Railway, however, determined to despatch

a special train at one o'clock, and by this a large
number of merchants, newspaper men, Ac., took
passage.

TDK SCENE AT TUB DEPOT,
at Twenty-seventh street and Fourth avenue, was
a most animated one for a hill hour prior to the
exodus of the seven P. M. train. The ticket offices,
the ladles' room, the platlorms and even the side¬
walks around the station were literally thronged
with people. The crowd was a heterogeneous on* ;
the merchant prince was jostled and hustled
among a swarm of pickpockets, who were busy as

bee, plying their customary vocation, seeking for
plothoric purses, while ladies' silken trains rustled
over the Boiled and dusty feet of honest workmen,
wuo were proceeding down to Boston to lend aid
In repairtug the broken telegraph wires. As the
hour for the departure of the train drew uear

THE Rt'HH KOK HEATH
was amusing, though many a tear glistened in the
eyes ol fair girls who were bidding adieu to their
sweethearts and matrons whose spouses wore go¬
ing on to view the rums of their homes and for¬
tunes. I'ale and anxious faces, some of them al¬
ready made haggard by the cognizance or blasted
hopes and poverty supreme, were visible In every
direction; but tiere and there would appear one
possessed of a stoical expression worthy of Mark
Tapley.
"Do take care of yourself, den r!" seemed to be

the favorite parting admonition ol the ladie" ; and
"Well, it's rough, but pull through as well an you
can,"' was the farewell of the masculines.
Make light of the matter it was absolutely impos-

sinle to do, and a certain air of depression seemed
to pervade the air the travellers breathed, lor none
knew whether they might not And

SOMK LOYKD ONE LOST
in the devouring cataract of name that had swept
over the city. None knew whether they were ut¬
terly ruined and compelled to begin the battle of
life anew.
"Telegraph all you can.''
This eutreaty was much in vogue as hands were

shaken and red lips pressed, but whether the wires
will convey consolation or misery to anxious hearts
is a mystery ouly the future can unveil. The nine
P. M. train also carried a large number or passen¬
gers, and the scenes heretofore described were re-
enacted In all their sadness.

LOSSES OF NEW YORK HOUSES.

Boston, Nov. 10, 1872.
There Is widespread desolation here among tho

merchants of the city, wlio have In many cases
been reduced from affluence to poverty in a single
ni.Tht, as. of course, there arc many who were not
Insured. Now York will lose but little by the tire
in the way of insurances, though tho New York
houses which have branch houses In this eity and
houses in tills city which have branches in New
York will suffer to a very great extent. All of the
biggest Arms here had connections tn New York
city, and It Is calculated that this, taken together
with many losses from the Chicago Are last
year, which havo hardly been yet recov¬
ered from, will no doubt cause widespread
desolation by throwing out of employment thou¬
sands of hands by failures and stagnation In busi¬
ness. I have taken some pains during tho day to
ascertain many of the losses which have fallen on
the principal New York and Boston houses, and In
the main I have succeeded. As you have been
already informed, the main losses to tho great dry
goods houses have been In Wlnthrop square, where
were located the largest of these firms. All ol tho
following have houses In this city

JAMES M. BEEBE A L'0.
This Arm had a tremendous block of stores on

Wlnthrop square, and was justly recognized as the
largest dry goods house in Boston. Their storo
took in a full block, and was the wonder
and admiration ot all who visited tho city.
In fact, it held the same relation to
Boston that Stewart's does to New York. It was

lully as large a building and higher, being a build¬
ing of six stories. The firm have a branch In Worth
street, New York. This immense store was per-
leclly crammed with dry goods from cellar to ceil¬
ing, and particularly at this period of tho year,
when all the large dry goods stores had just taken
in their Wlutcr stocks. At no other season of the
year probably would a fire among these houses,
have destroyed so many goods. The loss to this
firm alone will reach fully $2,000,000-1 hat is to say,
about $1,000,000 ou the building and $1,000,000 on
stock. This is not fully covered by insurance, and
the firm, it Is said, arc clear losers of about half a
million dollars.

A. T. STEWART A CO.
This firm has only a branch or Its New York

houses here, and the stock Is not near so large nor
or so valuable a description. It Is mainly a depot,
.n lact, for New England cottons, and Is used a" an

entrepot for these goods. The firm possessed an
entire house in the Beebe block, and will only lose
the stock, as the building 1» merely rented. The
loss is said to be $200,000, though it will probably
prove less. A. T. Stewart & Co. have escaped one
of the lightest In the city. It Is erroneous to sup¬
pose that Mr. Stewart insures himself. He only
does this In marine Insurance; but all his great tie.
pots for goods arc fully insured. The net loss to
the firm, therefore, will be very light.

OAUDNER, BREWER A CO.
Tills Is also one ol the heaviest firms in Boston,

and Is said to do tho very largest dry goods busi¬
ness in the city. It has a branch in New York and
controls very large Interests. Its store in this city
was a very large and very fine one. and was also
filled with newly-arrived goods for the coming
season. The loss to this firm will not be less than
$1,300,000, of which $750,000 will be on stock.

JORDAN, MARSH 4 CO.
This firm, of which the late Jainos Flak, Jr., be¬

came a partner at one time, Is one of the best
known in Boston and one of the largest. It was

exclusively a wholesale house, and did a large
business all over the country. They have a branch
in Leonard street, New York. Their building here
was very prominent and very well known, and al¬
together It was one of the most prosperous houses
In the city. It Is said to have been insured ror not
over three hundred thousand dollars, though the
losses approximate to over seven hundred and
fifty thousand dollars.

JUOYT, WnnKLER A BRADLEY.
This well-known auctioneer firm, which has its

branch in New York, had Its store In Franklin
street, and at the time of the fire It was over¬
crowded with goods. The losses are estimated at
$360,000.

J. C. HOWB * CO.
The main omce of this firm was in this Cltj,

though in Worth street. New York, it docs large
operations. Mr. Uutchfnsou, a member ortheiflrm,
lives in Brooklyn. The building belonged to the firm
and its loss costs them about one huudiedand fllty?htKl«C Their stock of goods was valued
at ^180. ooo, bringing the loss up to $.100,000, it may
posdbly reach *200,000 more.

AI.MY A CO.
This firm acted as agents for a number of Eastern

mills and had goods on hand to the
about two hundred thousand dollars. * he house
has a branch tn New York city.

ttum JOIIN PRAY A CO.
This noted carpet firm Is also an extensive

Their house was In Ilarley street, and they had a
iirnnrh house In New York. They did not occupy
the entire bnlldlng, which Is not theirs, but, their
loss on stock alone amounts to fully two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars.

ANDKRtfON, HEATH A CO.
Tills last Boston and New York woollen b<>u*e

hmi lust entered an immense woollen stock In
their building In Wlnthrop square. Tills, of cou|"t'®'la a total loss, and the extent of their damage
reaches Hilly lour hnndre«l thousand dollars. If not
indeed, more. Their stores were part of the Beebe
Mock aud their loss on this Is morely nominal.

3TANKIEI.I>, wentwortu a CO.
This Is also an extensive Boston and New 1?.'*

woollen house of Wlnthrop square, and, like the
previous one, their stock Just at this moment was
particularly heavy. In this they will lose about three
hundred thousand dollars.

krancih skinner a CO.,
of Franklin street, near Milk street, la one ol the
lamest dry goods houses In Boston, with branch In
New York. The losses. It Is estimated, to this fliin
foot up to one million dollars.

FAl.KNER, KEUBALL A CO.,
of Franklin street, is a large commission house.
Thev lose very heavily In consignments made to
them by Eastern mJlls-ae much as $000,000 ou
building aud stock.

JAMES A. MTT1.E A CO.
the agent of the Tarlflc Mills, was said to havo had
the largest stock of cottons aud woolens in tho
Itoston market. The Immense store was crammedSth them? and all was a total loss. The actual
loss on stock Is half a million dollars. The stotk-
h.iders of the mills lose heavily. These cash cor¬
porations. Indeed. In many such cases arc the
heaviest losers, as their goods were merely cou-
sigumeuUj, aaU ih«v *.»

thin manner such towns as Lowell, Worcester,
Lawrence ana Mana enter will ie"i the efli1-;! of the
lire i erluips even more severely (baa Uostoti Itself.

SMITH A UlCII A HU--ON
in a heavy loser. Dealers in cloths an<1 woollen
fabrics, on stock alone the 1<js.j of thin lit in will
icach as high ah $760,001), on which there Ih an In¬
surance In tlie Devonshire Insurance Company lor
$600,000. Th house hue a branch in tbls cily.

THE HCOV1LL. MANUKACTUtUNU COJAIANV
is also a heavy toner. Um stock was valued at
$260,000, anti it in a complete loss. The company
ha* a branch at at) Park row in this city.

JAMB) O. LAKKAUD
has also a Branch here. In tlie leather trade and
carrying a large stock. Loss $100,000.

nOYT, Ht'KAtil'K A CO.,
one of the large dry goods stores of tbc city, anil
occupying a very large building, will count up a
low of about #300,000. This Hint carricd one of the
most expensive kinds of stock.

B. L. ROLOMON.S A SONS.
This wa.i a branch of the lurnlture and hangings

house of Broadway, in this city. The stock wiu* of
a very valuable kind, bat not so large as might

have been expected. The loss is about $100,000.
HERMANN A CO.,

the importer*, have a loss of $100,000.
RMITII, HTKBIllNH A CO,,

the large dry goods flrui, have a loss which is vari¬
ously estimated at from $'200,000 to $400,000. At
this moment it Is impossible to estimate the
amount of loss to the Arm.

KKOTillNUUAM A CO..
the fancy goods house, which bas a branch In
Church street, New York, suffers a ions of some
$360,000.

DALE BROTH Kits,
who have a Milk manufactory at Paterson and a
branch In New York, suffer a loss 01 $123,000 on
stock alone.

I'AKKKH, WILDE A CO.,
the dry goods house, suffer a loss of $100,000; the
itoston collar Company $100,000, and the Hope
Thread Company about $60,000.
These are all the main Boston houses having

connections in New York which oau he ai lived at
at the present moment. Some of the largest losers

i are, however, houses which have no connection
with New York.
Possibly, as many of the goods are owned by

large companies, und are in the main consign¬
ments tor sale, tlie loss may be disseminated all
over New England. The structures which were oc¬
cupied by these ttrms were mainly of granite, of the
most massive kind, and yet tliey burned hk«? tinder.
The insurances will lull very lightly upon New Y'ork
companies, nut will bo mainly felt by Eastern and
English insurance companies.

THE SHOCK TO INSURANCE INTERESTS.
A VUit to the Intnranec Offlcea.Opinion
ot Inmrance Writer* .. to the Lomm
an Compared with Chicago.Slew Eng¬
land Companies Believed To Be In a
Critical Condition.The Condition of all
the Companies on January 1, with
Amounts of Riiki in Boston,

A little more than a year ago Insurance circles anil
companies were thrown Into a state of extraordl*
nary agitation by the ilcstructlon of the Garden (. Ity
of tho West. In the crash that fol!owe<l the disas¬
trous event many leading companies succumbed,
and some wore so badly weakened that they had to
suspend operations. With matchless elasticity
they, in the year that lias elapsed, almost entirely
recovered, and they have been congratulating
themselves that such an event as the burning of
an entire city would not again disturb their
equilibrium.at least for a generation. The effect
of tho news of the later and more appalling
calamity in Boston, bursting upon them In the
quiet of a Sabbath morning, can, therefore, be
better imagined than described. The insurance
companies ol this city have a larger luterest in
Boston than they had in Chicago, and the sudden
and unexpected blow Is consequently the greater.
Many of the companies last year, when the crisis
had been past, Bald to themselves another such
disaster and we are undone. The second disaster
has come, and a day or two will probably witness
an unprecedented crash In insurance circles.a
crash that will deeply affect the financial circles
not alone of tins country, but of the entire commer¬
cial world.
In the first excitement yesterday morning the

officials of the various companies wildly rushed to
their offices and eagerly perused the ponderous
ledgers containing their risks. Sedate men became
excited ami grave men boisterous, and the heads
of none of the Individuals interested seemed to
have any degree of calmness. The disaster was so
totally unexpected, as none for a moment, ever
dreamed ol so terrible a calamity from such a place
as Boston, that the business

MEN fOMPLBTEI.Y LOST TI1EIK SENSES
and imagined themselves under the influence or
some hideous nightmare. A IIerai.d reporter
sent to call upon the leading compa¬
nies could get no coherent answers
from the persons in charge. They could
tell nothing about risks, losses or surplus. They
could form no idea of the extent they were in-
volvcd, and stated that nothing definite could be
given until full particulars of the disaster and ihc
names of firms could be ascertained.

A disconsolate individual with a very long face
stood behind the window or the Guardian I ire In¬
surance Company, on Broadway, the door or which
was rastened against all lntrusiou. The reporter
motioned to him and he opened the door about an
Inch to sec what was wanted. To the cour¬
teous Inquiry addressed to him relative
to the risks the company had in Boston
he returned a short and uncivil answer, and, spying
he had no information to give, slammed the door In
the reporter's face, leaving this individual to hismournful meditations. A visit was paid to the
Clinton Insurance Company, where the Secretary
courteously furnished all the information he could
at that moment give. The company has lost about
t4.*)U00, leaving a surplus of $19ft,000. which the
Secretary states will be strong enough for all de¬
mands. Mr. McLean, President of the Clti/.ens',
said he could form no estimate of the losses, but
said if the entire city or Boston was burned down It
would nit severely affect the company he repre¬
sented as there was a surplus or $700,000 ovev and
above all risks. At the Lamar Insurance offico

NO INFORMATION COltM) BE PHOCtTKBO,
and the same may be said or nearly all the other
places which were visited. Strange to say the
offices or none of tho Boston or Hartford
companies, wnlch arc the most deeply affected
by the calamity, wero open, and nil Kinds of
strange rumors were in circulation on the street
In consequence or this strange circumstance. An
excited Individual shouted. "They have gone higher
than a kite; the> are burst up and they don't want
to keep open." This seemed to be the prevailing
impression ; and as the day wore on and the offices
nave no signs of lire the opinion that a sweeping
disaster had overtaken them was deepened, Gen-

t lumen connccted with other companies hazarded
remarks to the same effect, but In general the offi¬
cials ol one company were very guarded In offer¬
ing opinions relative to the solvency or another

C°lnPthey St. Nicholas office a clerk was busily occu¬
pied In examining the books, and he states that he
losses or the company will be very slight.. In the
German Insurance office a smalt knot ol individuals
were cautiously scanning a map ol Boston. I Ho
irrcat English companies-tho Queen s, the Liv crpool
and London and Globe-were not open a» any period
of the dav, and in consequence their losses could not
be ascertained. It to stated that their loss will be
great, as their risks are large. It seems as It the
smaller companies would nearly all sustain losses,
but tne great ones will have to bear the brunt of
the visitation. The greatest sufferer- will be the
Eastern companies, and Hartford will be about, as
much affected as Boston itself. If was rumored on
the street In the alternoon thut some vouipunles
whose names were given

HAP OONF. CP,
but nothing definite could be ascertained, fl« the
offices of the companies alluded to were all closed.

A continual stream or visitor* kept pouring into
the offices that were open during the entire day,
eagerly inquiring lor later particulars and losses,but their curiosity was not gratified. There were
no later particulars received by them, and the
anxious ones wero referred to the extra editions or
ihe TfUgram, which were at the time selling by
the thousand on the street. Most or the visitors
were interested parties, many of them being
policy-holders, and the agitation and alarm visible
on thetr faces were palnnil to contemplate. They
rushed from office to office in search of the news
they so eagerly wanted. They were forced to re¬
turn home without having procured It, 'Hit they
auatn and again returned to meet wllh tne
same reception. Wall street whs crowded with
pedestrians and the brokers were madly running
around to get at something rellablo about their
losses, but the fact of the day bolm* Sunday was aninsuperable obstacle In their way. t p to a late
hour last evening the same excitement prevailed,
although most of the offices closed early and_ did
net again open. The Commercial Insurance < oru-
pany state that their losses will not exceed one
hundred thousand dollars, and that there will tic an
ample surplus lert to cover all demands. The toi-
lowing letter has been sent, to the lltiiAt.D from
the company for publication

Orrica Oommkrcui. Fire tmcsine* <'o*pa>'v. j157 Hroiiiwiy, Ni » Vori I
To TO* Editor or TTir llrRAi.D:.
Having been Informed that this company is reported a«

having failed, we would respectfully say that alt t>ur
in Boston can he paid from the surplus ana tlio cap¬ital remain uniuipRired. Yours respectfully,1

ijanikL tiUAOKJKNBUSn, Secretary-
» The attaches of nearly all the New York compa¬
nies were engaged until a late hour last evening in
examining their books to ascertain their probable
losses, and nearly all will likely be able to make an
approximation by noon to-day. In the absence or
any details oi the condition of the companies and
the Individual risks they have we avail ourselves of
the following compilation made by the publishers

the Spectator, tho leading luauraucc journal of

this eitv. which will be found bflow. PY«tr It the
public will kco t lie coinliilua of itll the cuuiiiiiiiiea *t
ti'c l>esrlnnin^ ol Ihn year, The publishers prefaceUiclr tables by the loltuwtng coiunicuis:.

«
'n the reseiic. oi'such a calamity ax that whose tle-t&ll* nil li.e newspaper* ol tlilx morning, striking a blowol more or If** weight at every counting room and everyliouso, fo oiler advice to the public mav seem, at drsttiglt, nn anxiinipti.il. Hut pallets iteeli a calamity, andaggravu «h the calamity which product d It it l», more,

over, naturally the itrxt thing lo conrn, ami whateverconsideration* may tend to prevent it are thereforellmely ironi any souree. The intimate knowledge wopo-sesscd, ax insurance ji.thliahcrs, of tlx' relation nf In¬
surance to the Chic iko tire, and the consequent working*of that iutcrest, ax well a* our knowledge ot tlie positionol the companies ol thin city with rclerencc to this ucw
calamity, give us unu-ual grounds tor torming it n inlel-
llgi ut opinion on ih.' xutyect, and must lie our apologylor venturing to uddrrxa the public directly.

II la not to be c.niccaled that the calamity in Bonton In
rutticieutlY lerrliile lo alarm the strongest uud most
hopeful It I* too early to make any estimate of the
losses. either in the aggregate or as they affect particular
in>titutious. Vet cnougn in known already ro afford
certain ami positive assurance that, though the dustruc-
lion ol property has been very great, the disaster is not
by any means such ax to warrant anything like publicapprehension an to its consequences. 'I he area of the
burned district id very much smaller than that at
Chicago; but it is to he remembered (hut It also con-
tuiued a larger proportionate amount of property.
larger mid better buildings, and more valuable stocks
of goods. These, of course, comprised the risks
which were regarded with greatest favor by the
insurance companies, and upon tlieni they wrote their
heaviest lines, tin the other hand, thoo risks were well
distributed, so that the aggregate losses arc divided be¬
tween a very large niimher ol companies. The total loM
In Chicago was not only much heuvier. but it was borne
by fewer companies than the total of tlie livscs at Boston.
Another Important tact Is that, as at Chicago, the heavi¬

est losses tall upon local companies. We believe that
more Hum li.tll ol the whole amount in distributed among
Boston olllces, many of which confined their business ex¬
clusively to Host,m, and, in coneenoence of this foolish
and mistaken policy, arc now the chief sufferer*. There
is not much ground lor hope that a single Boston tire In¬
surance coninany, except llie fCV which wrote onl\
dwelling risks, bus cscaped losing more than its cut re
assets. A ftw ol the oldest nt them', wlinse pn)tti(C I- ol
the greatest value, will undoubtedly call in IVesil capitaland reorganize under their old name*.
As tor the companies of New York and other State",certainly the majority of them will w ithstand the shockVerv many nt the New York city companies have lo. t in¬

considerably, and will escaie with tniluipuircd capital.Oil e.s w hich have lost hea\ lly will cull on their stoct-
holdcrs to repair their capliul.
The duly ol the public In this emergency Is very plain.It would be easy to precipitate a money panic, the con o-

ouence ol which would to vastly more disastrous than
tlie loss. s at Boston. Hut there is no occasion tor any¬thing like alarm. The insurance companies will be foniid
better able to meet the shock than tlie public antici¬
pated.
Insurance directors and stockholders will look forwardhenceforth to an era of paying rates, and even those who

are tlie worst sufferers will find it their best policy to con¬
tribute fresh capital and avail themselves ol tlie rich bar-
vest ot business which must cusue.

Amount* of
yitf Hi«k*

Lotte» a I in forte
I'hictiyo. Jan. I. '72.ftinyw !.<«».

S American
Way stats ...

Hoverly
{Boston ...

Bo vision
CityUK(lot
Equitable
KKxcbangc
Vaneull Hull
tlFlretnen's
SKirot National...
tiFranklln
Qloneester
IiHoward
sl.awrcnee
^Manufacturers'. .

Mercunt'e Marine.
((Merchant*'
tiMiiluiil Benefit..
tiNaiional
Neptune
New I-ing land Mu¬
tual

SNortli American.jtPeopIes'
jll'rescott
Salem Marine
SMiociind Leather
Dealers.

iiSprinutleld
Suffolk
Traders and Me¬
chanics'

Tremont
<iWashington

< 'aiiltnl.
$30).000
21*',000
HiMkM)
:kx>,ooo
soo.ooo
2011,(10.)
801,0(10
17,0011

2110,001)
1100,000
$¦0,000
100,000
»oo,ooo
110,000
2H0.IKI0
250,000
4M1.0H0
:«w,ot»)
aoo,oco
300,000
.**),( 0)
300,000
200,000
200,000
400,1*10
200,000
loo.ooo

Aha*I*.
$915,788
33t\»H>7
39,442
719.T1M
941,631
402,Ml
729,474
40.045
206,617
2 0,1)00

1,127,229
101,022
7ft8,585
117,852
387.WJ
299,040

1,487,048
600,440
991,547
281,COS
896,681
8!W,(i33

if a ii t ij.
$5,770,083

$5,000 12,393,603
. 42,800
. 11,176,195

13,000 12,698,788
1.1,000 5,409,713

14,832,268
No risks
7,802,180

12,500

sr.,ooo
2,500

50, 'J50
27,«l3,*t4
6,512,888
19,205,248

760,920
9,624,343
5,731,237

117,1110 88.059,473
.No fl'e risks

10,000 13,978,743
8,149.240

866,.'3') 26,913,090
110,000 12,492,898

?7,5oe
12,800

200,000 New Oo.
651,488
800,293
808.189
212,950

200,000 593,784
500,000 1,055,106
150,000 275,717

10,000 13 128*,798
300,000 54,!II7,211

- 0,894,242
. No rlalu

25,000 15,854,529
KM,041 63,885,753
23,fOJ 7,916,443

100,000
200,000
:wo,ooo

208,H47
273,104

1,070,743 70,107
25,00)

2,864,889
7,4Vi,M.'
7,755,153

The following Massachusetts companies wore hank-
rilDted by their losses at Chicago:.Hide nnd l.eitther
loties, $7-0,0'*) Independent, losses, $1,052,CO); New
England Mutual Marine, losses $1,008,5)9.
| Does business in New York.

Commit Ir*.
Abingdon Mutual
Anntsoualn Mutual
Arkwrlght Mutual. ..

Atlantic Mutual Fire and
Murine

Attic bor«uuh Mutual
Barnstable County Mutual.
Berkshire Mutual
11. lot and slum Manufac¬
turers Mutual

Bristol County Mutual
Boston Manufue'rs Mutual.
Builders Mutual
Cambridge Mutual
Central Mutual
China Mutual
citizen*' Mutual
Cit.v Mutual
Cohasset Mutual
Commercial Mutual Marine
Conway Mutual
Dedham Mutual
Dorchester Mutual
Essex Mutual...
Tall River Mautifact'rg Mut
Fitchhurg Mutual
Franklin Mutual
Gloucester Mutual Fishing..

i (.'rovclund Mutual
I Hampshire Mutual

1 iik lia 111 A Cottux«et Mu¬
tual Fishlm:

Iliiv.'liuni Mutiinl
Holyoke Mutual
tlousatonic Mutual
India Mutual
Lowell Mutual
Lynn Mutual Fire
Mauachuyetts Mutual
Mechanics' Mutna'.
Merchants' ami Farmers'
Mutual

Merchants' Mutual Marine.
Merrimack Mutual
Middlesex Mutual
Mil ford Mutual
Mutual Assurance
Nnumkent-' Mutual
Kaumkcag Mutual Kisliing.
Newburyport Mutual
Norfolk Mutual
Ocean Mutual
Pacific Mutual
lYmbcrton Mutual
Qtiincy Mutual
Falem Mutual
Salisbury and Ameshury
Mutual

Saugns Mutual.
Houtliliridxe Mutual
South Danvi-rs Mutual
Traders and Mechanics. .

Union Mutual Marine
Union Mutual
Wtstlleid Mutual
Westford Mutual
West Newbury Mutual
Weymouth and Braintree
Mutual

Worcester Manufacturers'
Mutual

Worcester Mutual

Capital.Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutuul.

Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutuul.

Mutual.
Mutual.
M tttnul.
Mutuul.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
M utuul.
Mutual.
Mutual.
216,000.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutual.

Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutuul.
Mutuul.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.

Mutual.
100,000
Mutual
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.

Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutuul.
Mutual.

Mutual.
Mutual.
Mutual.

A mouHis of Fire
liinkii in f'tr'e

A *mI*. Jan. 1, 1*72.
"16,496 1,280,436<;tu«
105,(572
227,5.10

6,33!)
60,260
42,811
18.134
3,714

267,578
If.. 17.1
68,816
3I.8JR

1,112,HIS
99,064
io,:;oi
4,IH<»

299,352
32,843
23.H7*
128,714
41,105
82,388

153.419
80.791
3,998

I00
45,482
.3.',212

200,110
H'IS.739

6,769
480,903
.31.903
30,1.32

326,983
6uS,(Xi4
386,316
lift,11#
84.356

221,m
5.087

81, 1*4
3.17:1
799

17,194
1 7ft,929
183,49!)
1)4,004

988
46.1,920
39,927
2,389
1,692
1.0H2

HP,264
247,280
361,613
312.014

6,062
4,120

69

841,880
11,237,a»

730,517
4,16.1. 1:'.1
8,997,S72
1.275,617
6,152,300
29,096,121
2,281,068
4,111,835
4,071,443
7,376,878

449,580
269,089

4,274,.V5
C6U70

13,158,047
1,214.900
3,010,570

15, 416,174
8,858,197
1.217,013
3,712, '.<27

14.2C6.I57
19.18I.1S7
1.748,136
2,188,511
1.169,240
I.781,742

20,037,169
35,7oO,s94
28,330,019
7,071,<102
II,870,272

626,964
3,431,29 )
345,227
709,510

I.8,498, 136

114,809
36.063,876
1,680,725
:i82,i5i

2,6i HI,t'.il
70,5.',9

1,043,420
II,116,667
18,728,281

855,996
811,212

1,618,176
87,601 2,596,855

12,400,204
26,001,249

116,265
304,589

. The asset? of all these Mutual Companies consists
largely of notes.

I IKK IXSOTMIIt'E COWFANIM Or OTHER STATKS DOIXO at'SI*
M »S IN HOSfO.N.

.i:tna
Alciuunnia
American
t.l'tua
tAmazon
+AI|.y
Am can Cxcli'ii^o
.Andes
.Arctic
.Atlantic
fAtluntlc
tniiu k River
{Brewers'Jfli ewers and Mult.
aters

citizens'
city
+< ttv
Columbia
Commerce
Commerce
Commercial
jConnecticut.
Continental
i nrn Exchange. .

Del. Mutual Nalujy.
Kastern
Kouitablc ....

lKxchangelame
{I'uirfWI.I county..
Firemen's
Firemen's Fund.
Fr.ntkiin
Cermania
?Herman
fOerman Atncri
can

tdirard
ttiiens Falls
Guardian
Hanover.
Hartford
Hartford
Boiler..

tilofltnau
II mi. .
lloine

>|i«
tllumboldt
Insurance Com¬
pany ot North A

International
*l<orlllard
l.Munhattaii
(Market
Mercantile
Men hunt*'
Merchants'
NsrraKansett
National
'National
National
i New port
Niagara
(Orient .

iP. nnsylvaniu.. ..

I'henlx
l'hunlx
Belief
Republic
Standard
tSfar
St Nicholas
?Ht. I'nul Fire and
Marino

8un
tTrader's
Tradesman'!
tTridmph
union
D Union
^Washington
?Washington
WuiWIlcstcr

Aft*
...v. Cap&L J<m. 1,1872.

$3,0j0,000 $0,401),.'02 $4,693,098 $ijno,«»l280,000 401,957

JmU in-
»iirfil iii
Honton in

1871.
4st'< /'»(
i>m CM-
iiiojire.

Steam

400,000
200.0)0
800,UOO
251,1110
200,0(10

1,000,000
2.V I.IJOO
200,000
200,000
280,000
183,OJO
200,000
800,009
210,000
100.1)00
.300.1 1110
200,000
200,ino
ro ),ooo
mm,o.»

1,000,000
200,000
360,0JO
225,(100

. 200,000
180.000

. 200.000
. 200,1110
. 201. "in)
. 500,000

400,000
. 800,000
290,009

1,000,900
200,000
200,if*)
200,000
400,000

1,000,000
ino.ooo
10 >,000

2,.VM,IIJ0
690,000
180,000
200,OJO
800.009
800,000
300,000
200,00.)
2OU.0II0
200.000
200,000
200,OtQ
800.000
20u,ifl0
.100,#oo
200,OjO
200,000

1,900,000
. 800,009

400,000
1,009,1100
600,090

. 290,0110
300,900
200,900

. 2011.000
18,1,000
400,0(0
2(11, 'Ml)
800,000
I'O.COJ
.7)1,000
209,000
750.009

mo.oob
290.0U0

1,138,893
21 r2, 493
788,089
840,687
258,562

1.739,221
319,177
200.000
2iHI,UOO
250.000
291,458
260,708 .

780.793 1.41.3,777

106,934
2,408,732

377,50()
1,021,711

88,400

888,430500,528
172,150
467 198
420,203
253,140
885,982
800,363

1809,.126 1,309,827
WB.VM 881,453

1.8-A279 17,998,821
39I.U27 I,205,6U7

958,916
780,MO
839,795
841,791

529,009

213,9:12
88,000

1,032,225

21,500oiiuo

3,427
395,083
29,«U)
4,115

1,880,188
65, 'Jj'l

319.291
282.221
217.614
25 1,794
340,616
186,788

3,288,740
1 .033.668
237,033

1,000,000
371.428
577,312
268,155
872,621

2,942,081
188,128
2SI9.741

4,672,044
871,453
mioi
319,018

1,297,703
6,630

1,444,176|HH|
4,484,472
1,498,212

28,800
74,'J.)2

670,630
702,79#
301,1 '9

120,400
44,( K,5

895,753
1,194,591
4,102,890
997.980
61,000

3,184,042
790,086
441,909

8,1«W
61,187
300,100

8,209,000

30,11*)
3,071.390
810,134

. 25,0(0
3,212176 3.1,519,326
1.088,113 1,819,927
300,000 .

250,000 _

200,0)0
275,764
493,:iM8
380,982
773,823
44*1,660
817,200
297,468
230,363

1,256,240
576.761

1,257,554
1.862,680
1,908.131
His.ira
800.774
4.13,180
3T2,32B
2:i9,4:'4

701,745
147,487

1,374.466
4.:i82,132
2,484,231
839,443 42,800

1,868,535 300,1.10

650,500
703,648

U5.800
J.600
5,1^0

S6,7;D
40,000

4,766,717
3,122,388
Ml,M»

1,272,682
1,991,463
206,970
ISOUO

882,629
290,052
nm.ooo
43-1,009
793/170
M.I.7S.1

1,109,015
*13,062
340.0)0

488,404
1,016,129

42,100
890, 100

146,2(0
220,700

1,064,8111 S0..VM

1,7^7,624

lxy.ioti

8,000
601,'.'W

twmiamriiarfCtty W.OW
tNi w York tutri
Yonkers SilO.'JOO

W.«73
200,000

. «i,:il
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The Spevbitor continues:.

"It is too curly to state or even estimate the Insurant*
losses in Boston. Knotigh, however, ii known to warrant
the assuronco that * liilc the companies have received a
severe blow the majority ol them will withstand the
shock. The Chicago (Ire wag a greater calamity than tho
catastrophe at Boston. Moreover, the losses wcro dis¬
tributed over lew cr companies. Now, ax then, the strong
companies will emerge with improved credit, and dis¬
tinction. They have been improving steadily since the
Chicago lira, and, having received Increased rate* all
o\or tho country, are now in a better position to sustain
tho blow. As for the smulier companies, It will
lie found, In mo-t eases, that the proportionof tbt-ir losses to their resources Is smaller
than that ol the companies which transacted an
agency business. The lists which are given elsewhere
show the names of all companies which were regularlyadmitted to do business in Massachusetts. Of course the
brunt of the disaster fa' Is on them, But, in addition to the
companies which were regularly authorized to writo
risks in Massachusetts, it will be found that there are

I many other companies, not so authorized, which ha\c
lost (though In most canes inconsiderably) on risks offered
to them by brokers at their home offices. It Is not unrea¬
sonable to suppose that nearly every stock Insurance
company In the United States has lost something -, but the
great bulk of the losses, it is to bfl remembered, falls upon
the companies whose names appear in the list* as author¬
ized to do business in Massachusetts.
In the tables given Is a column which shows the amount

insured in 1871. This means tho total amount of insur¬
ance taken in Boston by each company in 1871. This
cannot he relied on as n guide to the exact amount lost
by each company, or even approximately, for these com¬
panies write not only one year risks, but three and flvo
year risks as well, and the total amount at stake in Bos¬
ton In nearly ovcrv ca.ie will lie-found to vary considera¬
bly from the figures stutod. Nor should it be iufcrred
that the loss ot each company will eijual the figures
irivon. In many Instances these figures include a verylarge sum at risk outside of the burued district and
wholly unaffc.-ted; so that, as a rule, It Is better to be¬
lieve that the losses will tall tar below the tlgures given,
ns we have found to be tho case with sev¬
eral companies. There Is one thing about it,
ami that Is that the public nmv rely very largely
upon the strength of the companies. Kememher what
was dono at Chicago. Many companies were blotted out
there, but not one that did not pay something consider¬
able. A larue majority of the companies turnved
Chicago.tho leading companies did without au excep¬
tion.and nearly all that lulled paid more than fifty cents
on the dollar. The companies that did withstand the
Chicago disaster are as strong in tho main as they were
before its occurrence, and, taking them as a whole, the
public can well afford to wait with confidence. Moan-
while, if any olio lia< a doubt about his indemnity, let
him take out new insurance. Better to be doubly
Insurod for a Short time until it can bfl ascer¬
tained who will tink and who will float, rather
than take tho chance of a total loss. Another
thing, pay the rate, w hatever Is charged. Insurance
costs inoro than It did n week ago. and the higher the
rate the belter the comp.nuv will be able to pay the loss,
should it occur. The public niav as well learn oiie thing.
insurance has been fumshed these main years pust be¬
low cost. With the experience ot Chicago and Boston the
public will no longer gci indemnity 1 alow its mark*!
value. The commodity « ill hereafter bring what It Is
worth.
The following remarks a.« to tlio undermentioned

companies are taken irotn the same source of Infor-
tnftttoa:.
HkccLsA HoiiWitoii say that it » very dollar of the Fire-'

men's Fund of San Francisco In the burned district is
destroyed the company will lose only $78,000. This com¬
pany paid nearly six hundred thousand dollars at Chica¬
go, and it can stand this los*.
The Alps Insurance Company Is said bv It* manager to

have only $'Jfi,iXW at rl-k in Boston, tu d it can lose only
$4.1,AM).
Tho Secretary ofthe Fairfield County thinks his Com¬

pany will survive w itli u loss of$-1
The Exchange, of New Vork. h>«<"- only $to,oon.
The citizens', of New York, can't lose but t#JO,OOQ.
The Star Insurance Company has assets of nearly fouf

liundi n I thousand nine hundred dollars. The whole
amount insured in the Imrued district does not exhaust
its surplus by a considerable amount, the los. of all of
wlilch will leave the company in a strong and solvent
condition.
The Arctic will not lo-o over $7(1.0*).
The I'henlx, of Brooklyn, place their loss at

Tliejr can st'ind that amount.
A, year ago the North British and Mercantile had not

!ar n oni Sii.UOo.iMO at ri«k In Boston.
The Manhattan loses about .¦TU.WHI.
The Commercial will retain its capital and something ot

lt« surplus.
The Oertnania will continue.
The Resolute lo^es only 814,UW.The Hanover will continue.
'I lie Republic will continue.
The Howard has no los«"H at Boston.

THE BURNED DISTRICT.

The locality embraced within the burned district
comprises the richest quarters of the old city, ol
late years more than previously devoted to trade,
commerce und business of every description and
kind. The locality, according to latest account*,
is bordered by Summer, Federal, Broad, Central,
Water, Washington and Bedford streets. This
comprises to a great degree the wealth and afflu¬
ence and the commercial and mercantile area of
of tlic city. Here the merchant, the shipper, the
wholesale-business man in any particular trade
most did congregate. It was the lllalto of Boston.
It Is a matter of most especial congratulation,
however, that up to latest despatches none of
the old historic or time-honored structures of the
city have fallen a prey to the devouring element.
To the old Bostonian, or a present native and to
the Miami) r born, some ancient landmarks which
their lathers set up have succumbed, no doubt;
but these will hardly leave a i>lauk in the hlstorio
landmarks of the pa^t.when llostou was a
beleaguered city, when the cargo of taxed
tea, ou which the people were to have been
taxed before they could have enjoyed It.
Some of tlio most esteemed monuments ot
later days, commemorative o* Massachusetts as a
Commonwealth in the family of States of the gre;it
American I uion, still stand untouched by the de¬
structive (Ire, whose terrible progress in other
parts of the city it is our unpleasant duty to
record,

BOSTON'S EARI.Y niSTOllY.
From the "Handbook of Northern Travel" (1*71)

we take the subjoined brief description of Boston,
familiarly known as the American Athens, so as to
be enabled to lay before our readers a clearer per¬
ception of what the American people, and Hostont-
nns in particular, would suffer from the destruction
or thl« beautiful city. Chicago has aid its day ol
tribulation, but there everything was mooern. The
Lake City of the West was the creature of American
enterprise from the moment the march ot empire
westward took its way. Us record in the late
war proved the love ol the people of the city and
the I'rairle Mate for the L'nion; but Illinois has not
it,-. Concord and Lexington, Bunker liill and its hos¬
tility to British tyranny and Intolerance written In
the history or the American Revolution.the
brightest and graudest page in the early life of any
people; but it has its flrant, and this is ail-suillcleut
for the present. So we go back to the past.
Boston Is one of the most interesting of tha

great American cities, not only on account of it*
thrilling traditionary ami historical associations,
dating from early days in the discovery and coloni¬
zation of the Western Continent, through all tha
trials and triumphs ol the childhood, youth and
manhood of tho Republic, but for Its dauutles*
public enterprise ami Its high social culture, ror its
great educational and literary facilities, lor Its
numerous and admirable benevolent establish¬
ments, for Its elegant public and private architec¬
ture and for the surpassing natural beauty of Its
suburban landscape. Boston Is divided Into
Ove sections.Boston proper. East and Sontti
Boston, the Highlands (formerlv Roxbury) and
Dorchester. The old city is built upon a penin¬
sula of some 700 acres, very uneven in surface, and
rising at three different points Into an eminence,
one of which is 13s feet above tho sea. The Indian
name of this peninsula was shawmut, meaning

"IJVINU FOV'NiAtN.''
It was called by the earner Inhabitants Trl.'

monnt or Tremont, which latter name It still re¬
tains in ono of Its principal streets. The name of
Boston was bestowed on It in honor of the Rev.
John Cotton, who came hither from Boston in Eng¬
land. The first white Inhabitant of this peninsula,
now covered by Boston proper, was the Rev. John
Blackatoue. Here he lived alone until John Win-
throp.afterward the first Governor of Massachu'
setts.came across tho river from Charlestown,
where ho had dwelt with some fellow emigrants for
a snort time. About ic.35 Mr. Blackstono sold,
his claim to the now populous peninsula for £30,
and removed to Rhode island. The Orst church
was built In 163*2, the first wharf In 1073. fourytutlater a postmaster was appointed, and in 1704 (April
24) the llrst newspaper, ctlM the Boston AcMM
U tU r, wa$ published.


