YORK HERALD, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1872—WITH SUPPLEMENT:

'BURNING OF BARNUM'S

Destruction of the Circus Building,
Grace Chapel and the Adjoining
Edifices in Fourteenth Street.

‘Wholesale Roasting of
Wild Animals.

A;. Corrugated Iron Cage
in Flames.

Another Fireproof Building
Burns Like Tinder.

The Church and Circuns in a
Common Ruin.

DANGERS OF THE FIREMEN.

The Lawrence Man-
sion Destroyed.

An Old Landmark of Forty
Years Gone.

Narrow Escape of the
., Academy of Music.

A Boene of Devastation in Four-
teenth Street.

L08SS OVER ONE MILLION DOLLARS.

Bhortly after four o'clock yesterday morning fire
was discovered on the ground foor of the Hippo-
theatron building in Fourteenth street, known of
jlate g8 Barnum's Musenm. There are several
acoounts ol the manner in which the fire was first
peen, but thero s no doubt that the first who
discovered it was ueorge Nclsonm, the night
watchman, whose duty it was to patrol the build-
ing at nigut. He was walking past the immense
cage In which the four giraffes were confined and
noticed moke. He roon found that it was coming
up through thé chinks of & trapdoor directly beslde
the cage. His first impulse was to rush to the
wiater buckets, which stood full near by, and woas
aasisted by several other men who were

IN THE BUILDING

at the time, It was very soon seen that water in
such small quantities was insufclent to quench
Jvhatever fre tliere was, and Nelson ran to the
street to give the alarm, while the others threw
water ont the floor where the amoke was ascending
every moment in denser masses. The alarm wes
speedily given and in a few moments several
enginea came rushing to the spot. Yet these few
moments sufced to make a serious calamity of
;lrhat bad at first been supposed a matter of hardly
any consequence. The speed of the I8 was Such
hat the men why WS Bradont have dfflenity 1n
belleving 36 shotft & time had elapsed between the
first breaking out and that when they were obliged
to rnsh from the bLuliding before the growing
Names,

PELOW THE BPOT
at which the smoke had been noticed ascending
was o large furngee of o new patent, and an inch
or two from the flues which proceeded from this
were woodwork attachments. The fire, a8 usual,
bad been kept alive in the large furnace, and,being
allowed to burn at will, had beated the flues to
such an extent that they had gradually carbonized
the adjacent woodwork until it caught fire. It was,
no doubt, wlen this had happened that the watch-
man firat noticed the smoke. But beneath the
fNoonng the entire theasre was nothing but a masa
of board and wood, which when once set on fire
there was hardly any means of stopplog; for when
the engines got Ia readiness to play upon the baild-
Ing the flames had already consumed the foor of
the theatre and were shooting up on all sides of the
building. Then a curious phenomenon took place.
The walla of the building are of thin corrugated
Aron, which from the flerce fire at thelr base heated
rapidiy, and, instead of opposing

A RESISTANCE TO THE FLAMES,
only helped them to spread with greater rapldity,
and, acting like the sides of o stove, engendered an
dnsupportable heat, which made all efforts by the
fAremen Lo enter the building perlecily futlle,

In the meantime some ninety or 4 hundred ani-
foals were caged in the oullding, and they already
soufled the amoke and showed elgns of apprehen-
sion. As the noise of the fire and the heat grew
gradually their excitement inereased. The bears
and the tigers showed most fear; but it was o fear
1in which rage was strongly developed, Evidently
understanding the position of things, they lashed
thelr fanks with fury and sprung with terrific force
against the gides of thelr cages, as if in an endea-
wor to break them open. Unfortunately, the cagea
Thiad been constructed for the express purpose of
avolding such o possibility and the eforts of the
wild brutes were impotent. The elephanta weare
peculiar o thelr manner of taking thiugs., There
were two foll-grown flemale elephauts and one
baby elephant, The mother and the cub drew up
closely together, while the old one put her tronk
around the young one's body and every now and
then snuffed the air.

TUE THIRD ELEPHANT
£rew more excited, and turned about as If seek-
ing s way out of the bullding. Finally it lay
down on ita knees. This was when the bulld-
tog bhad oot succumbed to the fames. Several men
rushed in to see what might be paved, and made
an opening In the cages where the elephants were
confined. The mother aud little one were led out
together, and obeyed the keepers with docility,
tbhough the old elephant still wound ltm trank
«closely sround the body of the baby. It was not so
‘with the third elephant, however, This one, which
had been imperted from Europe only & few days
sluce, continued to lay obstinately en the ground,
and, though every means were employed, even to
burning, 1t would not stir an ineh from the place,
and after futile attempts to make it move it was
sbandoned. It was already too late to save the
giraffes, the most valuable animal property In the
Muscum, The fire had already Interposed between

the keepers and these beasts and they could not
Le reachied in any manner.
THE CAMELS

were ten fn number. They also showed signs of
Pt e A o
0 ) Bu morall
more than physically. There was yet a chance l.{l
save these and the keepers rushed for them. But
they, ilke the elephant, wers Iying down on their
knees, as they are so amiliarly represented In pic-
tures of the desert, with the exveption of one,
which seemed to be all excitemert and unable to
Inaintain the quiat phlmuoemlcal attitude of the jast,
“Iuta one a keeper geized by ite bridie snd Jed ont
w@fthe bullding, while the others could not be made
10 Btir an (nch and also were left as they were
. The taro polar bears were meanwhile in an
dll! Of terror. Tuey had sucoeeded In getting
fhelr arms through the burs and with their lm-
mae:lu force wers endeavoring to dislodge them, 8o
¢ make an openluf to get out. But the bars
ted, and theugh the huge paws worked con-
uisively to pull Wem ascoder it secmed to be to
Egenurpose. A8 e fire grew mearer and nesrer

TIRE FLAMES GREW RopTE
mnd hotter, even those animals wmgn had shown
the least concern began to manifest the strongest
symptoms of fear. The monkeys, purtienlarly,
WhICh had quietly sat on thelr haunches looking uu:
Ju evident purprise alb Lle poene Bruung them, be-

t ar Rmes

was suddenly set u ]
scheath of [eVFr, 40 M 1rOMS Tob ¢
throats, The great roaring of the lions,
growling of Lhe tigers, Lhe sharp, apitefu]l snar
of the leopards; the bellowing ol the elephant, th
chattering of the monkoys, the sgrea of the
deer aud girates, the grunting of the noge, aud the
thousand other sounds which unimals a8 to
give vent to thelr rage ot despair, all united in ona
great chorus, in which no one seund, however loud,
could be distinguished. 1t was not so terrible,
however, as it was sad to know tlu:] helpleas o8
they were, this was the last ery of the Jh:g brutes,
one could still hear every now an en the
mighty eforts of the caged beasts as they still, in
an agony of terror, threw themselves nat their
cages (n a last edort Lo breuk them open and escape
wto the free air. But

THE FIREMEN

are now playing with multitudinous hose, coming
L from a dozen engines, upon the doomed bullding.
The firet alnrm had been repested and two and
three had been given one after another, causing en-
gines and hose earta to ¢come on from other dis-
tricts. These were stationed all along Fourteenth
m’eet,]‘rrom fhird to Fourth avenue, and up and
down Fourth, and also for some distance up lrving
plnee. The people who might not have heen dis.
turbed by the Mre were quickly awakenod by the
pufting and blowing of the engines and the shonts
ol the firemen, a8 they roshed hither and thither in
frantic efforts to do their duty. And us the fire
progressed the people, attracted by the wonderiul
scene, lelt their de, dressed and clustered
around the bwrning Imt’laflinﬁ.e The night was bit-
terly cold, the thermometer being close upon gero,
and still t‘ha; stgod silll and passed comments upon
the fire as it procoeded,

It was o Jong time before the flames which were

ing within made thelr appearance outalde the
bullding, There wuas & glure above and around,
but it proceeded (rom the rool and the windows on
each side of the huilding, As the fames grew
higher and higher the noise and
THE BUREAME WITHIN
grew fainter and faulnter, until they ceased alto-
gether. 1t |8 sald that the roar of the lion, brave
to the Inay, was still heard when all others had
ceased, and it became a facl that all the animals
mth the exception of three, had been mnabmi
ve,
It was a fortunate circumstance that all the valu-
able horses belonging to the clrcus preper were
saved. They were not stabled in the circus and
museum, but three blocks away, In Eleventh street,
Each night, when they had done their service for
the day, thoy are taken away and stabled. In this
munney not one ol the horses waa lost, thongh the
animals whieh did suffer were far more valuable
than the horses,

One moment lnter and the flamos hitherto kept
within burst forth from the top of the bullding,
and ghortly afier the roof, or what there was ol it
fell in with a crash, At this moment he report
was started in the crowd that one of

THE LIONS HAD ESCAFED,
and on the moment there was a gencral rush of
the people looking on to the two ends ol the street.
It wus & general skedaddle with but one object—to

et a8 fnr from the hurmnﬁ botlding as possible.
t wus said that the police had started the repore,
with the intention of getting the masses of the
crowd away, 8o as to draw & cordon more widely
around tne bifrning structure. Many seemedd to be
of this opinion & few moments later, and came
buck to obialn the same favorable positions as

-

belore. Butthis was i sible. The pollce had
nlreadﬁ established s lne about two hundred feet
from the building, and prevented any but thome

privileged from going through, Yet in epite ol all
and the cold miso the crowd would nog ﬂlﬁﬁ'? "gwa
and every tew moments there wad & er i

and an 19 break the corden of the police;
but maﬁgiﬂ?ﬁ-n’f.

Abour an Liour and a half after the frat nlarm the
fire was everywilere around the bullding and was
burning flercely in spite of the numerouse huge
streams of water which were being poured upon it.
Indeed the water seenwed not to have the slightest
effect upon the flames anda only scemed to feea
them more flercely., This was due tono small ex-
tent to the manuer in which the corrugated iron
which composed the buliding had been healed, In
some places ATITR e PNk s o,

22 Y1 was BED HOT\ Proce
find the water which dmﬂm‘l wpon It In hnuge
masses only sputtered and fell without ihe !
eflect. This continued for some time, but at iength
it wus perceptitile that some effect was belng mare,
But it was too late, Alresdy the Names had caught
ou each slde of the tiumn siruciure, But it
hud not done burning yet. It was a8 combus-
tible a8 & tinder box, yet had so much of in-
flammable wuterial is its enciosure that the Nawes,
unsubdued, sl went laj around every
uew piece of woodwork: or waterial, and left ouly
burned ashes behind 1. Two hours after the fire
had firet broken out not a vestige of what had
been the New York Circus or Barnum's Museum
remained, except a pile ol smoking and smoulder-
ing embers. Not even a vestige of the walls re-
malned. All was a8

FLAT AS A nwcn;h
and all that notad the former existence of the
lace was an occasional little mound whereon the
ames were playiug about like will-o'the-wisps in
city cemeteries, and disappearing every moment
fs some jet ol water was thrown upon them,

But the fire did not satiate {tself with the circus,
It had too good & headway on, and was determined
upon &rioting time for it8 Christmas eve.

THE GROTE BUILDING.

Next to the Hippotheatron, on the west side,
stood the four story brick (ront manufsctory of
Grote & Co., workers in ivory. It was stored with
valuable materinl snd musical instruments, the

perty of C. Rlerwarth., The flames penetrated
into this establlahment early In their career. The

80 1uflam e that they leaped
along the foors and walls from story to story, al-
most without impediment [rom the floodgates that
tl remen &t once epened n them. The se-
curity of the rest of the block toward Fourth ave-
nue, whereon is the new stone bullding—the Ger-
man Savings Bank—was teéned, and the
sparks from the tinder-like substance fell far and
wide, threatening pisces distant by several blocks
from the immediate scene, Inless than an hour
the Grote nullding was gone, only & wreck of the

front walla remtm:’. Wwith & balfl burped
snd & thick mass lclcles over
blackened doorway,

WRACE CHAPEL.

Adjoining the eircus, on the stood Grace
chapei, or the Protestant 1 ol a
beautttul edifice, in the Gothle siyle, a branch in-
stitution of Grace church, bullt in modest imi-
tation of that magnificent tu‘n%l. Within It wus
decorated for Christmas. The holly and the mis-
tietoe irom its arches and ciustersd about its
railing, while the of merry Christmas for
children attached to its Bunday school were lav-

hestowed in the secret the
surprise that was to co to-d {1

me 8y, On t
falr object the flames fixed their fangs,
while the circus shiould have yet been enough to
satisly their hunger. They tnrcd through the hign
windows just above the roof of the Hippotheatron,
and thence rioted on Rave, column, arch, gallery
and organ loit. In an hour the roof fell in, leaving
only & portivn of the front walls standing, present-
Ing & very ploturesqne rain with (ts delicate archea
and slender columns, ornamented wnd draped as it
#oon was with long iciclea, From the church the
flames spread to

TAE OLD LAWRENCR MANSION,

& landmark of the city that for forjy years has been
the residence of the old fal of Lawrences, of
whom Abrabam H. Lawrence is one, and which
when first buiit was considered one of the flneat
country mansions in New York State, tooa
far out of the city limits

owner felt asecure agalnst the encroachments
of city business, and certainly could never have
foreseen that its .gmlmlt{ 10 & circus and a
church In & crowded part ol the town wou!d be the
final cause of its destruction, The flames gutied
this fine oid rello and left only the walls standing.
Thence they threatemed the carriage factory of
Messrs, Miner & Stevens and the valudable buildings
on Thirteenth ::rcet. but at this polut were stayed

@spera

by the d
EFFORTS OF TAE FIREMEN,
who, coated with ice and mmn% with the cold,
fought the fames with a skill and determination to
which alone |8 due New York's exemption from &
Ol Isaster. Chjel Perley was present, lltltn{
and advising with all hie skill and knowledge, bu
he felt doubtful more than once during the fire of
the success of the utmost efforts of his department.
In their gallant battle with the Names the fAremen
Tan great risks, and five ol them at one time were
cut off |a the Lawrence Musenm by the burning of
the staircase, but they were rescued by fire -
ders, Most of them had beenm to firea vefore
during the night and were thoroughly exhsusted.
ALL TOROUGH THE DAY

an Inquisitive crowd thronged about the nelghbor-
hood of the fire, Fourth avenue Lo Third and
along place, looking at the thick-smoking
ruins, A strong detall of police was present lo
keep the people back from & dangerous proximity

tall front walls of Grace chapel, whieh rose
like a dismantied tower among the burning débris
and from the overhanging signs and cornices of
what remained of Grote's Ivory factory. Groups
of firemen stood npomn the yet warin brick and
turned streams upon the smoking plle, while icicles
two-and three feet long depended from every cool
spoL In the harping ruins. The church, that had
B0 #uggestively sutfered with the eirous, was bardly
less » ruln than the latter. The altar, stained
windows, pews, chancel and organ loft were
levelled by this indiseriminatin re, along with
the will animals, the gay suditorium and the
!fungietl propertics of the menagerie, Clown and
chur¢hmuen suffered W common, The chapel and
the clreus were blent together lo their ruin by
the impartial leveller,
Lol YIovGnT

8
s these obtruded themselves very generally og

T

w, te tensely cold

Sbout "the rums.  mome said

fate following the unfortunate
thought malign

THE MUSEUM—THE ANIMALE,
On entering, on the right of the buillding, the
animals were presented to view.
First cage contained two hons, valued at ﬂ‘;ill,um.
Becond conlained two Bengal tigers of the
value of ufwo.
Third rage contalned a leopard, valued at $2,000,
Fourth coutained Rocky Mountain sheep,

aﬁthm contained an Alblno deer, valued at

" valued at

Bixth contalned an African wart hog,
valued ab §
Seventil contained a llama, valuedl at $250,

cage
Eighth cage contalned o lak, valued at $400,
Ninth cage contained an elan, valued at $200,
Tenth cage coutalued an ostrich, valued at §1,600.
ﬁl}wenm cage contained five snakes, yalued at

100,

‘I'welith cage contalned four girafes, valued at
$20,600 eacli, or $50,000 in all, AT

Thirteenth cage conlained a ha family, of
wiich it is impussible to state the valune.

Fourteenth cage contained a large Aslastic mon-
key, valued at §400,

wo smull cages were under these, contalning,

one a porcuping and the other a badger.

Filteenth cage contained a fine s en of the
“lion slayer” monkey, valued at

On the lelt of the entrance as oue went in the

1}3-3} cage contalned two ses loos, valued at

fecond cage contained two Polar bears, valued

at §2,000.
ao'r&lrd cage contained a horned horse, valued at

Fourth cage contalned four horned deer, valued

At $000.

Iv“n.h cage contalned two seals, valned at £100,

A littie 1arther on was a ostrich in a cage,
valued at gn.ooo. three elephanta In another 8,
valoed at m\oou and ten camels, valued at 3%0,
only one of which was saved.

Besides the living animals there were one Polar
bear and one black leopard st o la quan-

bl ST, T dEue, mechinicn, e
) e | ers, Mmec o4,
monkeys und]:a!.gur ;'lunu‘:ln lugoml:'nn. in

all, some thirty groups, valued at from $2,000 to
$8,000 each. In addition to these there were the

apparatus of the Bohemian glass blowers, s large
number of oil paintings, ten large éx rating
mirrors and many other artioles of curi es, ko,

All the performers lost their wardrobes, withoat
exception—the Albino Family losing articles valued
al §1,000, and Admiral Jet ana Family losing all their
paraphernalia, Charley White's ned dogs were
also burned to death. They were very valuable
animals, The Giaot lost his wardrobe, and all the
dressen which had been made for “Blue Beard”
were also lost; and all the performers (some one
hundred and thirty in number) have 1 all their
wardrobes,

A reporter of the HERALD called on Mr. Hurd
yeeterday, who saild he eould not give a list of in-
surances, as all the insurance policies were in the
sufe of the establishment, which lles at present at
the bottom of the ruins, Mr. Hurd I8 Barnuo
m.umfe_t Kehm hig himsell is away in New Orl
with another portion of his company.

FIRE MARSIAL'S REFORT OF LOSSES,

Circup builiing—P. 1. Barnum. btock and build-
ing, $300,0003 insurance, $50,000.

114 kast Fourteenth street—Four story ware-
house, F. Grots. Bullding and stock, $300,000; in-
surance, §140,000,

184 Kast Fourteenth . street—Mrs, Lawrence.
Losa $12,000.

BKETCH OF BARNUM'S DUILDING.

The bmldiug lately occupied by P. T. Barnom as
4 menazerie was built during the war vy James K.
Couke, an English equestrial, and was first named
the New York Hippotheatron. It falled to pay,
however, and after 4 couple ol peasons was ol %

I
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?&%ma" ‘Sudfered various misfort i
Lol Wihg Ao 1f TR UL taken

hands and
by Mr. L. B 0 ork
Clreuf, and i\tif a regular equestrian peclormance
]ttlqu'g 2 winter mont.hn.d !;: mzf;euh““

col years, and flna, urlng
tlie past summner, was boaght by Mr, I'. T. lhrnnru,
who transiormed It into 8 menagerie and clreus,
also exhibiting numerous curiosities, It had ounly
been open some four weoeks under its present
management when the fire occurred. On Monday
evening, a few hours before the fire, the falry
spectacie ol “Blue Beard' had been produced lor
the fret time.

A BENEFIT PROPORED,

Several eclrous and theatrical

yesterd

rntlemen were
At Fourteenth street and Fourth svenue,
and resoived to take measures Lo give a benefit to
the employés ol the late Barunum's Muscum.
Alrendy several prominent actors and actresses
have volonteered. More defiute action will be
taken to-day.

The Fire Marshal's Investigation.

Robert Tilson testified—I hve at No. 340 East
Twenty-sixth street and am engineer and gasman
at Barnum's Muséum; I have no certificate or
license a8 engineer; 1 have been employed there
about five or six weeks; I applied for a license last
week; we use Baker, Smith & Company'a heaters;
they are low pressure and carry three to flve
pounds of steam; the Inspector sald that he did not
think It necessary to have an engineer for one of
their heaters; Baker & Smith's men did the steam
fitting; we had no fire in the place except under
this Baker & Smith'a boiler; I was on duty from
eight A. M. until eleven P. M.; I always shut off the
gAs at three metera before leaving the building at
night; one meter, supplying the burmers in the me-
nagerie, was kept on, and two or three lights
were kept burning all -night; 1 banked
my fire always Dbefore leaving; the top
of the Dboller was covered with several
Iayers of brick, and the distance between the top of
the brick and the floor beams above I8 eighteen
inches; 1should think the sise of the boller room
was about niue feet by ffteen feet, and the boller
took up & spuce of about five feet by five and a hdlf
feet, incloding the brick, the only wood being the
floor and beams above; I lelt lasl night abuut
eleven o'clock; I left

EVERYTHING IN THE USUAL CONDITION ;

the boiler supplied steam to heat the entire build-
ing; 1left fire enongh to keep up steam all night;
the watc.men used to put on coal about six in the
morning to keep the steam up notil 1 came; I was
present when Oficer Moouey examined the place
and pronounced it unsale; he spoke particuiarly
of the pipe bullding from tlie boiler and on the floor
above the boller room, and about twelve feet from
the botler; this pipe was two and & half inches in

diameter and was Iaid along the slle of the stan- |

chion beams; It touched it for & distance of eight
or ten inches; this beam has alnce Leen
CUT AWAY
80 that the space between It and the pipe was three
andone ball inches ; and a plece of two mnid one-hslf-
inch plpe was placed Leiween the steamn pipe and
the beam open at both ends so as to allow the air
to E:l through; this was done by the direction of
AN lBsurance surveyor; we never had steam on in
these pl which touched the upholstery and ran
under the rests; it wus warin unnu*n then when
the gas was lighted; the seats In the dress circle
where the pipe came from the top floor down and
through the seats were ill cut away from
of frum two sud one-hall to three
iuches; where the pipes tvuched the beamns in the
gallery we cut out wood work Lehlod them and
put on lron hooks to
BUFPORT THE FITR3;
and put a plece of tin on the bewm; there was not
i place in the buildiug to my kuowiedge where the
rlpu Were nearer thun an inch snd three-quarters
rom the woodwork ; there s a watchman on dut
in the buildi at night; his noame is Nelson;
hiave known him for two years; he bas been with
Barnum's company for thiree years; they consider
him a very careful and trustworthy man; there
were other men In the bollding at night; 1 don't
know how many stayed there to take care of the
animals; there were thirty or forty buckets of
Wuter stunding on top of the cage, and three
bydrant sttachinents in the place with such livse
attached, I think about twenty fee to inch hy-
drant; there wereé no other Tacilities for ex-
tingnishing fire; 1 have tulked with some of the
persons who were lo the bullding at the Line of
the Bre; they say it
HFTARTED IN THE BACK PART
of the bullding; they couldn't tell exactly where,
becanse the place was so tull of smoke; the Loiler
wus located in the back part of the bullding; we
us¢ no oil in the building to my knowledge ; the
guslitting was done by & man named James ‘Wat-
son, corner of Croshy and Grand streets; It was
about seven o'clock this morning when i talked
with the men who were in the pluce st the Uie of
the fire; I have not scven them since; don't know
where they are,
TESTIMONY OF ALPAONEO CODANKS,

Alphonso L. Cobanks atated—I am watchman for
Frederiok K. Grete, 114 East Fourteenth strees; |
emclied re und sguoke wlhlle guibg tbrough the

bailding; It smalt straw burning; this was

about & quarter past o'clock ; 1 was then

the main fioor, near Fourteenth street; I searched

the entire butlding, atabdie,

there was any fire there,
BAW BMOKE

008
“Fire

EE-

1 heard the animals ut
ht gM the volces of men also
lodge ot the corner of Filteenth street and
fven: watchman

£

M.; I take entire charge of the
18 over; all the lignts are ex-
three, which are kept
e animal department; there were
elght persons who slept in the building, six white
men and two negroes; they slept in blankets,
some upon the fNoor and some upon the lIlq:
where the euriosities were kept; the boller room
at the rear t of the building and s reached by
& Btep der; 1 think I am in there as
often as once every fifteen minutes dur-
the nmight to @ee that the fire
t, the pressure of ateam right, and the
safe from

glsee alter the show
t two or
burning low In

from it apd eve: was safe then; 1 did no
smell an&thms @ then; at the time I dis-
covered Lhe smoke 1 was within ten feet of the trap-
door lﬂ»nﬁnt wato the boller room and was Pnlnu
towards it; smoke was issuing from cracks in the
floor over the boller room a little to the right of the
ladder as you pass down, and also coming up to the
trapdoor, which 1 always left 3 1 ran down
into the boller ryoem and found burn-
ing under the foor beams
above the bofler and a little distance in front of It;
there was but a little blaze when 1 went down ; the
fire seemed to be running along the beams and
cracks of the flooring ; the.smoke was pretty thick,
and I could not stay; 1 was afrald of being suffo-
cated; I found & of water there, which I threw
on the fire and n came up ntalrlnr.lgve tho
alarm to the men; they camé to my asslstance at
once, and began fo throw water on the fire; after
*throwing three pails of water on the fire 1 saw the
flames were spreading, and ran out of the bullding
and gave the alarm; 1 put a couple of shovels of
coal on_ the fire about (wenty minutes
before 1 discovered the smoke; I had
been cautioned tnqmmtliy about fire, and told to
keep a good lookout In the boller room and else-
where; we had three or four gallon buckets of
water standing about on top ol the cages for use
in case of fire; there were no other facllities for
that ?nmu' I cannot account lor the fire; Bo
smoking ia l-linwod in the place, and none of the
men bul mysell go into the ler room ; the walla
and fioor of the boller room areof brick; the
beams and flooring overhead are unprotected,
TESTIMONY OF ARNOLD WURNTER.

1 am connected with Barnum's musenm and
mennagerie ; slept in the buiding and worked at
the propertica; went t0 bed woen twelve and
one 0'clock this morning ; was waked up by some one
hallooing; when I got up 1could hear voices, and 1
aaw that the place waa full of smoke ; 1 was on the
Third avenue side, and tried 1o get over to whe gi-
rafle's on the other side, but could not on ac-
count of the smoke, and 1was airald of the floor
burning voder me, 80 I tried to save what anlmala
1 could on my side of the house; I out five camels
locse, got out one camel, and an elephant followed
me out; don't know how the fire occurred; I swept
out the lower part of the dres roOms ; W8 care-
ful not to let any waste paper get around the steam
pipes; all the managing men ol the concern have
repeatedly cautioned me to be careful ubout fire,

¢ Investigation will be continued to-day.

OTHER FIRES.

In Duane Street.

A fire broke out at four o'clock yesterday morn.
ing in ‘the five story brown stone Luilding 197
Duane gtreet, owned by Mr. KnoxX, Damage 10
bullding, $1,000; insured for $10,000. The fire
ptarted on the Oret Ooor, occupied by J. Bperling,

dealer in clothing. Damage, $20,000. Jnsured for
$27,000—In the Hellance, $4,500; London Rﬁﬂ' AT
Corporation, $2,600; Liverpool, Loudon and (ilobe,
5,000; Queen’s, $5,000; Adnatle, 2500, Phaenix,
5,000 Mechauice and Traders’, $2,500. Fire Mar-
suad MeSpedon will hold an investigation tu-day,

ey q{%‘ylulh Avenue,

g - - -

A fire broke out '_ra:{erday mbrning at one
o'tlock in the two story frame bullding No. 204
Ninth avenue, cccupied by Mary Cosgrove u8 &
grocery store, that caused a damage to tie build-
ing of $3,000; insured for $2,000 in the 8t. Niclho-
las. Damage to stock, $1,000; lusured fur $3,000,
in the National, Greenwich and SBafeguard Com.

antes, &he fire oceurred on the first foor, and

re Marshal McSpedon will hold an invesiugation
in the cause to-day.

In East Forty=eighth Sirect.

A fire occurred o the four story brick building
No. 8 East Forty-elghtn street, at hall-past two
o'clock yesterday morning, that cansed a damage
of $300. ‘Lhe basement wuas occupied by Eldridge
Gerry, and tac fire took place there.

Alleged Incendiary Fires in Paterson.

Mr. Willlam Collier, proprietor of Qollier's Rolhng
Mili, in Paterson, was yesterday afternoon released
on $12,600 bail, Messra. Bamuel Smith and Joseph
Todd golng his security. Filteen thousand dollars
was at first set down as the amount of bail re-

uired, but Judge Bedle yuterdn{ afternoon re-
duced It to the figure mentioned, It will be remem.
bered he was arrested on suspicion of setting the
place on fire hlmselr

The furniture store of Henry L. Muhs, 96 Broad-
wiy, was discovered on lire about Luree o'clock
yesterday morning, bt was exunguished helore
uvver one hundred dollars' damage had been done,
Covered by insurance In the Continental, The pro-
prietor was arrested on sugpiclon of being the in-
cendinry, but a rigid investigation failing to sub.
?t.nnt::nta the charge, he was subsequently re-
eased,

AN ALLEGED INCENDIARY ARRESTED.

un the 6th of July, 1860, the match factory of
John Locher, 427 Weat Flfty-second gtreet,
was buruea down under clrcumstances
wiuch Jed the beller that it  had
been  set to by an Incendlary.
Busplcion ted ltronng to one Adoiph Kibel, who,
immediately atter the fire, hastily took his ﬂan-
ture for parts uokoown to the authorities,

few days ago, however, he aguin marde
his appearance in this city, and as
soon his  whereabouts became known
Fire Marshal McSpedon directed his arrest, which
was effected yeaterday alternoon by OMcer Katehel,
of the Twenty-second preecinct, @ prisuner was
taken to the Uentral oflice where be will be held to
Awalt examination.

EXTRACT FROM FIRE MARSHAL M'S8PEDON'S
REPORT FOR MONTH OF NOVEMBER. 1873,

to
fire

We bave also commenced athorough examina-
tion of all the variows places of amusement in the
city, and the only piace thus far found to beina
dangerous condition, as regards fire, s Bainum’s
Museum and Menagerie on Fourteenth street, An
examination of this place wag made on the 24th
November; the danger was pointed out and orders

given to make it safe. On the 30th November the
premises were re-examined and found to be in the
same condition as before, and the manager ex-
prisssed his bellef that the place was gale. Orders
were n lssued to make the necessary alteri-
tiona, In 1ta present condition I deem ft unmate
for the public and dangervus t0 the surrounding
property.

THE KINGS COUNTY LEVY.

ALBAXY, N. Y., Dec, 24, 1872,
The Board of Supervisors of Kings county having
refused  to  levy the  $3,600,000 deficiency
tax for the current year, Comptroller Hopkins
made application to the Court for a peremptory
mundamus compelling them to make such levy;

and the case was argued before Judge Tappan. A
dlwwh recelved to-day by the Attorney General
states that Judge Tappan Las rendered his decision
pustalning the opinion of the Compiroller, and
directing a peremptory mandamus to lssue,

PENNSYLVANIA COAL REGIONS.

PorrsviLLe, Ps., Dec, 24, 1852,

The reported suspengion ol mining operations in
this region is without foundation. ‘fhe Working-
men's Benevolent Association have submitted a
proposition to the Anthracite Board of Trade,
made December 11, for the present basis of §2 60 at
Port Carbom, sliding up and down [ndefinitely,
The result of the voting In the various districts
will not be known until Saturday next, bul as far
a8 ascertained they have voted against the propo-

sition of the operators. There are no immediate
apprehenclons of a general sirike, because those
operalors wiio want to work the mines will con-
tinue to pay the prescnt basis .or several weoks,
until & new basis 18 settled. The collieries in the
Schoylkill region are generally working., There
may be u stoppage of a week or two, which s gen-
ernlly the case &t this scason of the yeur, for re-

puirk

CONFLAGRATION IN CENTRE STREET

Supposed Burning of
Four Women.

THE LOSS $1400,000.

Exciting Scenes and Incidents in the
Vicinity of the Fire,

TROUBLE IN THE TOMBS

Another Glaring Case of Negligence
and Bhirking of Duty.

At twenty-ive minutes past five o'clock Inat
evening a fire broke out on the third fioor of the
six story brick building Nos, 81, 83 and 85 Centre
street that caused o damage of about $875,000. The
buflding stood in the centre of the block bounded
by Centre, Leonard, Worthand Eim streets, and was
known as the Claxton Building. It had formerly been

‘a colored church, and was one of the most

dangerous atructures in the locallsy, The fire was
first discovered by Mr. Hopkins, foreman for the
firm of Anderson, Archer & Co., bookbinders, who
occupled the fourth, fith and sixtn foors, He
noticed the Namesd dashing through the front win-
dows, and immediately warned all the people In
the bullding of the accident. A rush was made
for the staircase, but this was cut off, and the
only means of deliverance left was by the fire
escapes on the rear and at the north side, The
first Noor being vacant
 THE PLAMESS

had plenty of room to play, and In an
incredibly short space of tlme the Whole
front of the bulding secemed enveloped
iIn & mass of fame. The  material
in the house being of a very Inflammable nature
the Names were abundantly fed, and gathered
strength in a short time very inusual in conflagra-
tions in large bulldings. The heat was 8o intense
atone time across the several streets in the vi,
cinity of the burning house that great fear
was entertained for many of the flme bLuild-
ings cloge at hand. The ground upon which the
burned property stood belongs to the Ludlow
eptate, and the building itself 18 owned by Mr.
Cralghead. The ground floor fronting on Centre

street was fitted up for stores, but they
were fortunately vacant, The flrst foor
was also vacant. On the pecond foor the

New York Newspaper Assoclatlen had thelr estab-
lishment, They suflercd.a loss of about $20,000,
and were ingared for $15,000, The third floor was
ocoupled by Dunn, Barlow & Co., who sustalned
A LOS8 OF §60,000,

insured for more than that amount. The fourth,
fifth and sixth foora were occupied by Anderson,
Argher & Co., bookbinders, who sustained a loss
of $80,000, Insurca. This firm employed avout
pixty women and the pame nuwber of
men, all of whom were caught In the
bullding Ly the fre. From there the fire
spread to No. 87 Centre sireet, a two story
brick bullding, occupled by James Gallagher, brass
gong and bell manufacturer, whose #tock was
damaged to the extent of 2,000, The bullding was
injured to the extent ol $1,600. No, 89 Centre
street, a two story brick, occupled in the basement
by Willlarg Uohu, lager beer saloon; damage, $500.
The first noor waa held by George Middleton
a8 & wine room. Hia loss will amount o
$2,000, The second floor, occupied by Mesars.
Howe & Hummell, lawyers, was injured to
the extent of $3,600, Damage to building,
$1,800. No, 70 Centre strect—a two story mlcE.

occupied by E. B, Cunlon—Was damaged to the ex-
tent of $4,00080d the stock §1,600. No. 77 Centre
etreet, occupied by H. Williams as
A LAGER DEER

galoon, was damaged to the amount of $3,000, on
stock $1,000. The two and a half story brick bulld-
Ing 130 Leonard street, occupled by G. L
Albrick a8 & grocery store, was injured
to the extent of #3500, stock $300. Tene-
ment nouse 132 Leonard street was damaged
to the extent of $1,000 by water, and several per.
sons in the louse lost personal property. No. 127
Worth street, occupled by Maher & Miller as a
planing mill, was dam to the extent of $4,000
on the upper floor and 500“ to bullding. Mr. E,
Price lost a quantity of valuable law books that he
valned at about three thousand dollars, The cause

of the fire I8 |n?goaed to be an explosion of kero-
scne. Some of the men In r.l‘lg ea::!:y ol Dunn &

Barlow had used It the rol-
lers and In some way the stuf Ignited
in thelr hands. These pame men had

been cautioned agalnst nsulf kerosene several
t.mwm1 tt‘;u‘i notwithelanding that they again re-
ported
Yesterday when the walla of the buflding fell the
fire followed them, and the entire vicinity of the
building soon became 3 mass of scething flame.
WIEN THE FIRE PIKST BRORE OUT
one of the most exciting and thrilling incidents
ever witnessed at a similar scene in New York waa
resented to the surrounding crowd. On the fourth
Euﬂr of the bullding, occupled by Anderson &
Archer, bookbinders, there were about ll:lg'{ma
cmployed as folders and sewers, The time at which
they were acoustomed to quit work was half-past
five, and It waoted bul & few mmoments to that
time yut%r:;y!when ‘:h:‘ I.l"e hmlkl ?ut.'l 111& gl{i.:;
an it was stmas, we. agerly longing for
half hour tu strike, when mainu some of the
rinters f(rom the rooms below rushed u
?o the girls’ apartment with the intell
gence that the bulld was on fire, A
scene of - wild confusion Immediately engued,
‘Tie only mode of egress from the upper foors was
by means of a narrow stalrway and
A DEFECTIVE FIRE ESCA
and to these two points an indiscriminate rush
wits joade when the a'arm was first given, In the
divection  of the nulrwa. with such terribie
rapidity had the fre spread, a dense smoke was
beginn ncb to rise, and the panle waa further
incurred by the supposition that the conmection
by way of the stairs was cut off, The giris, In the
wild terror of the moment, lost all control of them-
selven, and their sereams could be heard for blocks
away. Some ran 0o the windowa of the rooms in
which tney worked and pomre to the doors, and in
the hurry they knocked and trampled each other
down, ¢ few men who worked on the same floor
and the two upper ones were almost as much
frightened as the giris, and completely lost thelr
presence of mind. The excitement on the street
was ntense. Bixty human lives were imperilled
and their salvation was depending almost entirely
ou thelr own efforts, ‘There were
BRAVE MEN AND TRUB
in the crowd, firemen and policemen, who were
willing to rlek every danger If they could be of ser-
vice; but nntll those wno were within had made
wn[m t:n(li:' those without could render lttle or neo
as#intance,
some of the girls, more courageous than the
others, determined to try the stalrway, and as the
communication with the lower part of the building

[ exertions of CII])IN.I'I Kenne

was fortanately not cut off, they su ed, after
penetrating through the s im reaching the
street, In the meantime higher and higher lesped
the nomes, Stone and Iron offered but a
feeble resistance to tue dread element, and
jn a few minutes after the ris  were
firat alarmed by the cry of “Fire!" It reached
almost to their rooms. As stated before, the fire.
escape was defective, and it was not without ex-
treme diMculty that the Apparatus wae in
working order. At length it was attached the
window and s pumber of girls rushed on
to i Wiliam Dean, & policeman o
the Sixth precine mountad the top
and rendered valua assiatance to the girls,
and by this sgency n pumber of the girla were
rescued. George dleton, who occuples a saloon
on the corner of Centre and Worth atreets, and De-
tective Dolan also exested themselves, and did
goul and valnabie work, What rendered the task of

RESCUING THE GIRLS
#o diMeult was the fact that the esca) were pro-
vided with no Jadders, snd had it not been for the
and his men, who
hurried themmse ng Iadders, the task

ves in provi

would have been & more diflicult one. As the girls
one by one were takem out the multicude
cheered, and when they reached pave.

ment they were tenderly cared for, and those who
were injured were taken to the statlon house. In
their hurry she girls had peglected to secure their
effects, and most of them lost thelr flores. mufs
and their better wearing apparel, which they were
in the custom of changing for rougher suita each
maorning before they commenced 1o work., Severe
as was this loss to them they ald not grumbile,
and were extremely thankiul that thegr.hld es.
cuped with thelr lives. One girl, Emma ncis, of
Jursey City, a preity, brown-haired, hrown-eyed
irl, who worked in the room, had got cn to the
re escape aml wos nearly down the grouud
when, fearing the escape wis about to give way,
SIE DROPYED TO THE GROUND
and sprafoed Ler ankle, but not severely. She was
takcu Lo the wstation bouwe, and o & sbhort tiue

was well enam to go home with her father te
Jerney City. ry Hopking, & young girl of mine.
teen, Hr'::ﬁon First aveaus, also fell tgom the fireges.
escape, 'was wounded in the cheek, She was tak-
en home. The girls told their story to the HERALD
reporter in the sialion artel and were
a8 cheerful as could be expected under the

stances,

It I8 greatly feared that some of the are
missing, uu:I:n were two or three wbo.*h'.u nol
been rd from up to elght o'clock. One
named Donovan was for & time re|
killed, but turned nP afterward all right, to
the t joy of her relatives, who were anxiously
searching for her. Jennie Stuart is yet missing,
and at a late hour last evening her brother
and slster, who could not sncced in finding
no trace of her, run abont frantic in the station
house. An old
floor with the
grave feara
periahed, a8 he considered it impossible that all
could have esca in the and terror thal
succeeded the alarm, Had the fire escapes been
good all would have been well, but

THEIR WANT OF LADDERS
and loose conatruction might, and probably h”i
cauped serious loss of life, € spectators breathes

forming an L with the junction of Worth street, |

more freely when the lmminent danger in which
the poor girls were In was averted, and sincere
admiration was expressed for the heroism and
‘3{2,‘,' with which the pollcemen nsnd firemep

Bearcely had the employés of the establishment
been rescued when another striking incident took
place. Standing on the top of the brick bullding
occupled by George Middleton and Howe & Hum-
mel were five firemen, who had & stream of
water in operation upon the wall on the
Worth street slde of the burning building.

soon hecume apparent that they
could not be of much service, but they bravely
held until suddenly the wull fell with a'terrific
craah, sending up 4 mililon of blazing sparks and
enveloplog everything around in a dense smoke.
A CK of terror went up irom the spactators,

“Ihe firemen are 108t!" “They are lost|" shonted
every one. They were not lost, however, The
middle part of thé wall slowly commenced to {:‘e
wuy first, and the firemen, perceiving this, 1
time to get down from the roof in time to save
thempeives., 'The wall fell upon the oMces of Howe
& Hummel and Edward Price, and completely

DEMOLISHED THE ROOF,
the bricks falling through to the apartment I
wiilch 80 many acecrets have been unfoided.

The excltement in the tenpement houses in Elm
and Leonard streets was Intense, and the occu-
pants, who were all, of course, of the poorer
clnse, made all edorts in their power to removo
thelr effects. They succeeded in gerting sowe of the
miserable traps into the streets, but the greater

ortien had to be abandoned to the fury of the

umes, Some of the women, who had small ohl
drep, had extreme difMculty to get them to a flmu
of sufety in time. The old women mingled n&r
curses with their lamentations, and bewailed thé
cruel necessity which drove them from their habita-

tions, poor a8 tuey were, on such & bitterly cold
night.

e tenement housea were partially destroyed be-
fore the fire was got nnﬁerﬁut the Inmates, or

mo.?t of them, succeeded in getting shelter for the

he telegraph wires were pulled down for &
block, and o cold was the evening that, with al}
the beat that wuas around, the water that was
poured upon the building no soconer struck the
ruins than

IT WAS THOROUGHLY FROZEN,

The water on the coats of the policemen and
fircmen was also frozen, and, the und being
saturated with wet, 1t was almost lmpossible to
move, 8o slippery did it become, Grave feurs were
at one time entertained that the Clipper Bullding,
on the opposite side of Oentre street, would cate
and & number of firemen were detalled to keep the
walls and interior cool, which they succeeded, with
some little trouble, in dolng.

GUeorge Middicton, who occaples the saloon eor-
ner of Centre strect, immediately opposite the
Tombs, Uved up stairs with hie ismily., They wera
taken from the bullding atan early stage of the
fire and by the direction of Caplain Kenne:lg they -
were [arnfsned with quarters 1o the station house,
the Captuin generously surrendering nis own room

o thely use, When Mr, Middieton first commenced

usiness on this corner the same building that
was burned out last night was destroyed the same
week, this belng the second time which the
block has been devanstated, v

Varions were the speculations as to what the re-
sult would be should the fire once penetrate to the
Tombs, Slmiles were drawn by those learned In
historical lore with the Bastile under similar cir-
cumstances, and the oplulon was expressed, how
easy |t would be for the disorderly portion of the
population tv make an attempt

UFON THE GLOOMY STRUCTURR,

to rescue their friends, The Tombs, however,
loomed as stern and sllent as usual, notwithstand-
ing all the nolse around. The Warden and his
deputies were on the alert to keep everythin
working smoothiy, and a close watch all room
wns kept upon the prisoners, The priloners were
greatly excited, it would natar-
al be they

supposed woul 1he
lurid light in the Tieavens, the showers of sparks
and thé sufocating smoke, suggesting to them the
hear approach ol dspger. Inunediately aiter the
fire broke ont the premises were entered by In-
gpector  Phlldps,  wno has  charge of  the
jalls of the city, und who wanted by a personal in-
spection to nssure himself that all was right. e re-
mained around for some time, until the denger had
in n great measure passed,

Btanding llke a buruing monument—it was a
aquare stone structure, shooting up siX or seven
storles high—the fMumes leaped up from window
to window, and from story to story, until they had
reached the top, when they burst out in a flery
volume, sending the blazimg dépris, the sparks and

the smuke
NIGH INTO THE AIR

'lrhe .l‘i‘re swept “'f?' dnwnllto Lnonn‘qh street and
ek up everyvthing on (ts way. ¢ gas pipes
with which the building abounded shot out their
flery liquid, and all the eflurts of the firemen could
not extinguish the Names until the gas they
contained was exhausted. Had it mot been
for the exertlous of the Fire Department
might easily have become general, as & high wind

revalling aL the time was sweeping everything
gea:m It. The firemen were in charge of Engineer
Somelr, uwlg_g :Iil Tghu:lamd by Em - ers Monroe,
Orr and e re were fourteem e B
upon the ground and slx hook and indder lrm

te last night the fire still continued to burn,

and |t is still lllwtl.ldeﬂnﬁ. The ruin is complete.
scarcely a particie of wall 18 standing, and both-
iog can be seen but heaps of dismu
broken printing presses and ruined furniture. 1t
will be J’- ® before the debirls can be cleared away.

The police of the Bixth precinct, under the com-
mand of Uaptain Kennedy and Sergeant
did good service. Captain Clinchy and Sergean
Bucklu, of the Fourteenth precinct, with o squad ef
men on hand, did valuable work.

Fire Marshal MeSpedon will commence nu [nves-
tigation iuto the origin of the fire.

THE MEXIC0 AND VERA ORUZ RAILROAD.

A despatch from lavana eays:—“The Huvana
press has accepted the invitation of the Mexlican
preag to be present at the lnguguration of the Mex-
loo and Vera Cruz Raliroad. A committee of news-

per men will sall from Havana on the City ol
exico Lo represent the Havaus press,

SANTANA AND BIG TREE.

Br. Lovis, Mo., Deo. 24, 1872
Rantana and Big Tree, the Kiowa chlefs who have
been confined in jail here for three months past,

left last night for the Texan Penitentiary at Huns-
ville, in charge of & deputy United Stutes marshal.

GOVERNOR BOFFMAN- DEOLINES TO BE
DINED,
ALBANY, N, Y., Dec. 24, 1872,
A ul'ﬂ number of citlzens, iﬂ&lﬂc““ of

politics, iave lavited Governor Hofmau to a public

dinner, which, however, he declines, owlag to
pressure of official and private duties.

THE PHILADELPHIA COMMON COUNCIL IN-
DICTED,
PHILADELPRIA, Pa,, Dec, 24, 1872,
This afternoon the Grand Jury returned a true
bill of indictment against all the members of the

Common Councll, charging them with maintaining
a nuissnee in permitting the Girard avenue bridge
to be opencd jor travel in Its present comlition.

THE BOSTON ELECTIONS.

Bosrox, Dec. 24, 1672,

The full report of the committee for recounting

the votes of the recent municipal election confirms

the election of Henry L. Plerce, Mayor, by seventy-

{ Newtan Talbot

gl?:c?{.:juoggfl:l:g&!’ t:}” 1?;1'; opluram_r, and the

cholce of Thomas Garfleld, Alderman, by 176 voles
over Roland Worthiongton.

SUICIDE OF MR EASTMAN IN CHICAGO.

CricaGo, Dec, 24, 1872,
It 1s ascertalned that the eulcide of G. Fastman
was committed while he was laboring under de-
pression of spirits eaused by il health, he belng In-

curably 111 of consumption. He was appointed

Consnl st Queenstown Ly President Lincoln and

lahnquonﬂy occupled the same position at Gias-
w.

A TEMPERANCE LECTURE.

MILWAUKER, Wia,, Dec, 24, 1872
A woman naméll Nash was found this morning on

River street frozen to death. Bhe ls supposed to
have fallen down in o fit of ntoxication,

AID FOR THE FOUNDLING ASYLUN,

Nuw York, Dec. 84, 1872,
To Tae EpiroRr oF Tne HeriLD:—
Enclosed find $5, to be appiied to the Fonndilng

Asylum, an editorial on which appeared in yoar
cﬁlumnr last lil.mdmr.I . Iy glving the «wnclosed to
the um you wiil ob

S T END 10 THE UNFORTUNATE
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