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How the Ancient Holiday Was
Hallowed by Worship
and Gladness.

CRIMES, CAROLS AND CAROUSALS.

Staffed Steckings, Stuffed Turkeys
and Stuffed Stomachs.

——

THE FAMILY FEASTS.

The Cold, Bitter Blasts of Old Boreas Out of
Doors and the Nappy Mearts and
Beaming Faces by the Hearths
of Cosey Homes,

PIETY AND PLENTY.

et

A Universality of Good Feeling
and Fralernal Pleasure.

RELIGIOUS RITES,

QGrand and Solemn Bervices in
the Christian Churches.

MEMORIAL MELODIES

Great Crowds of People Attending the
Ce'ebrative Ceremonies.

THE BOUNTY OF BENEVOLENCE.

Qhildren Made Merry and Glad and Gorged
with Good Oheer at the Ohari-
table Institutions.

THE SIIEENY STEEL
Gala-Day Skaters Thronging the Ice of

the Central Park Lakes Yes-
terday in Thousands..

FUN AND FROLIC.

— e

The Observanoe of the Festival on Long Island,
Btaten Island, in New Jersey and
Other Adjacent Localities.

It was the calin and silent night!
Hove ndred years and nity-three
Hiad Rome been growing up to ﬁuht,
And now was queen ol and sea.
l’gulnﬂ was heard ol ¢ ing wars—
'eace brooded o'er the hushed domain,
'allas, Jove and Mars
undisturbed. their ancient relen,
0 the solemn midnizht,
Centuries ago.
L] L L] L] L L]

1t ia the calm and solemn night!
A thoupand bells ring out and throw
Their joyous peals abroad to smite
The Jnrlnm. charmed and holy now!
The night that erst no shame
To it a happy name is given;
For in that stable lay, new-born,
The Peacelul Prince of earth and heaven,
1o the solemnp midnlght,
Ceniuries ago.

The oldest beliday in the Christian calendar was
yesterday celebrated. So full s 1t of memorles,
as“ociations and images of the past that it is al-
most 'mpossible for the mind to grasp its full
solemmoity, grandeur and teoderness in a siogle
#bought. Over and over again has its history
been recounted by great men and littie, and never
fhus that wonderful story of the event which It
commemorates, 50 quaintly told in the New Testa-
saent, been treated of with ridicule, even by the
profahest of the schools of modern Infidelity. This

UNIVERSAL RESPECT AND AWR

segarding the mystery of the birth of Christ have
®ad wuoch to do with distingulshing the day above
all others that come and go. But farther back
even than the time 2 Cemstantive s similar festl-
#al had beem oelebrated by variona mations, In
waricua and pecullar ways. The ceremonies
were almost all diferent, but had mearly the
esame significance—that of joy and gratuistion.
Some of them also expressed thankfulness and
praise to some higher Power acocpted as omnipo-
tent. At last, however, when Lhe Christlsn Church
grew rapidiy In strength and vigor, the heathenish
wites were transferred to the commemoration of
tive modern redemption, and the traces of many
of them can still be discovered in the ceremonies
practised In diferent portions of the clvilized
globe. This establishes the fact that the day s
Wallowed by two kindes of associations—those which
«ate back 1o the infancy of the race and those
wrhich have clustered around that one most ro-
smantic and tragical career in all human annals
&hat Includes the birth and death of Jesus of
Nagareth. The first have their source in all that is
genial, generous, tender and noble in the human
meart—the qualities of good followship and man-
Sood. The pecond appeal stroagly to our spirit.
wal and sympathetie natures, and awe us in the
amanner that children are awed by a realistic and
appalling repressutation of a Shakspearian tragedy
apon the stage, subduing the shock of the bitter
sorrows and calamities of the play with the soft
and gentle tenderness of other incidents, and in-
aspiring these millions of people, of the modern
world, living sn1 thinking eighteen centuries
atterward, wilth plous love and reverence surpas-
aing the highest dreams of herolam ever formed
iy poet or fanatic.

it is more fully, however, that Chriatmas 1a cele-
prated in ita Jovial and [raternal sense than In 1te
meligions. 1ts memories of that character appeal
more warmly to the heart than the Inspired chron-
icles handed down to us, which a mighty host of
savans have succeeded In investing In s sort of
@hadow of infidelity by their cavillings over their
Wysteries an«d miracies.

THE MODERN CHRISTMAS,
therefore, |n more s season of merrymaking than
©f praise sounding. But (t would not do, of course,
for the pricsthood to acknowledge or to remark
this. The clhurches on this holiday, as they were
yeaterday, are always ornate with glistening green
leaves and glowing red fowers and brillisnttapers.
Yet jollity always seems to overreach piety. In

the jingling words of sn old song: which ' s queted
from soine remote source by Chambers,
Bo now is come our 'I}t;l.llli

Each :L‘:‘Lem !‘eﬂc’:"ﬁ

your foreheads gariands twine ;

Drown mw 1o cup of wine,

= d l.ol s l'" Le merry.

T ot all the streets with 3

Woods 8nd NIlts and sversihimg F

Bear witness we are merry.

The sombre pews are always thronged, the ser-

wicus always grand, the music nlnn':u'nmeent

and mellow and the discourses from the&t‘: its are

miwiys marged by labored eloguence, e reli.

&oi: puey of sbe fostlyal, beg i e mid-
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doned furies around our doors and

we gat the warm, [;.pg_l‘ fireside. The inatitn-
tions of charity, however, Were yesterday crowded
with the friendless and mﬂl{uu vie-
tima of poverty, wio parsook heartily of the good
m.‘" gn: Kind, tian bands had set them;

Where the sen of trouble foama
T T PSS st o
r apd endure in silence, unknown and un-
:,.l':q for., And we, ef the city too often lurget
the wvandering bancs of
ROMADIC BROGARS 2

who lead errant lives th the country districts
and have no habitation, to whom no holiday
SiEowt i unitnded, sk on 1o 8 Susih ko

) L n a quaint an
pathetio baliad of the yuis tide .

'?h: oﬁﬂiﬂna‘:ﬁb e, siceli
w ngh 'i r ] s glow
hile e th cdh& the yale log'

Cast d
As r:sﬂlbl.:.ud trunk and gray rock's brow a

The red
VAR a0 v Sl

gv #room -
With azure g‘:on and emerald orange glare,
o b.'f“ trom branches bare,
The door la o"uu and um.nn burns bright—

but the wanderer, d and i, like &
hopelésa sinner, mwm afar .::'un"the en-
trance of heaven.

This Is the saddening portion of the picture; but
If you had looked in upon those farm houses yester-
day that stand among the white-shrouded hills
yon might, perchance, have tten ail thought
of the misery without and have feasted upon juﬁ.‘
suBlignt ORTIAE UoD tho Sarth 4ad creeping wich
n pouring upon the earth and creeping
stealt of love Into all the crevices and
crananies that it could reach in the stolid, unsym-
pathetic architecture of our city. Yet the air was
pimlnﬂa cold and the strects were nearly de-
nerted. 'lllli 80 bright seemed the glow of the sun
that Indoors the festivities and jollity, ufter the ju{
of the children at inding the loaded nmchmr, D
somewhat subsided, went bravely forward, with
no shadows to spoll their unalloyed happiness.
The sweet bells pealed forth thelr

LAUGHING CHIMES,

seeming like the silvery tongues of an chat-
ting gladly, as tnanmml over the earth out the
orlels ol tbe sky. eir melody never fell more
poltly, more tenderly, npen the ear, and mever
thrilled so upon the chords of the heart with its
harmowes of joy. In sll places where chilaren
were gathered their clear and pleasant voicrs
sounded gweetly in the Ohristmas carols, and th
bright inces giowed with a sunshine, not borrowe
but all thelr own,

When the eventide came on & Eerlnet quiet Alled
the eity, the streefs were ptill and & gentle
inmour seemed to fill the sky. The day closed as
enderly as the roay eyellds of a drowsy babe, and

| dul not exist from the
| years amd more without the

the night was starlit, beantiful and cold. 1t re-
mind one of that eve of St. Agnes, when she
prayed—
Make Thou my spirit ?nre and clear
An are the frosty skies,
Or this first snowidrop of the year
+ ‘Fhat on my hosom lies,
And let that be the end of us all in
The Bahbath of eternity
Une sabbath, deep ond wide—
A ‘}i{hl ulpun the l'hh'llnﬁ HeA—
€ bridegroom and his bride !

SERVICES IN THE CHURCHES.

BT. THOMAS' CHURCH,

The Smnrise Service for Children—Ex-
guisite Masic at the Servive of the Holy
Communion.

Yesterday was a day of gulet joy and plety at
8t. Thomas' churcn, corner Fifty-third atreet and
Fifth avenue. A noble edifice, radiant with light,
bright, happy faces, beaming with sunshine and
good feeling, a vast choros singlog strains, sublime
and joyous—this was St. Thomas' church yester-
day. In this church the day wus indeed the day of
our S8aviour's birth, Christmas breathed out of the
fragrant wreaths with which the chorch was
hung, Christmas aparkied in the eyes of the gally
dressed children whose faces brightened with the

cxpectation of plum pudding and the dalnties of
th: Chiristmas tree. . o

CHRINTMAS OLEAMED

through the oriel windows and seemed to be
writien on the marbie and the stalned glass, The
scont of the lowers waa sweeter than on erdinary
days, the fuces of the comgregation were lnp{nler,
the very atmosphere was made plensanter h{l hat
bappy sense of Christmas, This was the feeling of
the congregation, which fully entered lnto the spirit
of the glorious day.

At half-past seven in the morning there was
sunrise service for the children. They came in
large numbers, although the cold wus plercing.
They feasted thelr eyes upon the decorations,
Wreaths and stars of holly, lanrel and evergreen;
flowers brnmm%ﬁ erfulie, Crosses, T'eon anid
fragrant, and Scriptural metios made out of
leaves, festoons drawn all over the walls—all made
the church beautiful. Four large cedar trees were
on the chancel and two juniper trees on the altar.
The chancel looked a perfeet grove, and from one
part of it the berries of the juniper trees glistened.

THE LEAVES OF HOLLY AND IVY

were 80 bright and crisp that they reflected back
the light, and so fresh were theéy that the dew
Boe L to be upon them, An fmmenss ocross
of laurel, most beantiful to look at—it was ewm-
bedded in 0r trees—was in the back part of the
chuncel. The pulpit, the lectern and the organ
loft were richly festooned with Inurel and holly.
Mottos, *‘Glory to Godin the heat, ' hi,
God," “Everiasting Father,” *The Word Was
Fleah and Dwelt Among Us," “Prince of Peace” and
pthers we They were set In green
leaves wreathed in Iaurel.

The children, ater having looked at the decora-
tions, sang merry Cnrisinas carols, Mr, George W.
Warren w accompaniment on the organ.
First the ', e hm‘}-“l.'.m“.w
prayer v. W. Morgen, pastor
cmh‘\l children also the forty-third

n of the prayer shepherds waleh
flocks night.” ir bright, clear vol
in the earsef their parents,

lewe rmon by the
Rev. Willlam F. Imlll. the choir sang Mosart's
“Gloria in Excelsis,’” which made the very build-
ing riog with sublime echoes of & world fall of hap
pineas and glory.

OHURCH OF THE MESSIAHL

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Bellows and the
Cnristmas Sermen by the Rev. Henry
Powers.

The vbristmas services at the Church ef the
Mesalah commenced yesterday at elevenm A M.,
and were well attended. The Rev, Dr. Bellows
offered prayer, and the Christinas s rmon waa
preached by the Rev. Henry Powers, from the
text, “"He came unto his own, and hisown recelved
him not. But to A8 many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to those that belleve on His name,”
teken from John L, 11,12, The preacher com-
menced :—The reference In thesa worda is, of
of ceurse, to Jesus Christ, our ever blessed Lord
| and Seviour, whose birth unte this world of ours,
nearly ninetesn centuries ago, we celebrate so joy-
fally to-day. And why ¥ Because, as John ex-
pressed il, “In him was Iife, and life was the light
of man," that true Hfe—viz., “which lighteth every
man that cometh lute the worki"—and therefore

we rejoiced to call ourseives Hia disciples and
seek by every means lu ear power (v make Him
known udlo our brethren,

not unto those simply Who were Nylig et the b

Bt the time

of His ulr:..‘n‘u and who bel

| race, epoch locality In the

for the wants He came {
to dispe

¢ came
to remove, the
came to t
cursed man

AWAy, Aare
In every snd lund, Humanity
noning for four hundred
resence io it of those
elements and susceptibllities and necessities
which were reonslly met and satisfed by
Jesus when He came in the firsh, and then,
after an Interruption of thurty years or there-
abouts, retarned again to ite jormer condition
to continue thus unchanged mpd unimproved
for evermore. Mr. Powers then went on to

Jorcribe Ohajgl's migplon op earih. Apd ghowed

B

() an tion
of steady #0 that here in New
Bt S by i e e
vantageous in every

Sea
a8 they see the grad
in the dally struggle with eivilization and Chris-

tianity,

Bpeaking of “‘the of conddence displac-
Ing distrost which exists between man and man,"
the apeaker =41 aware that there are
‘corners’ occaslonally on Wall street and ¢ ' at
th:‘(myﬂnll,lnd t box stufiing more or less,
an .

EVERY KIND OF OURRUPTION

in our municipal affalra. Yen leck your doors and
windows whén you mo bed at night, and 1 make
fast my study here whenever L go out.of it; but for
Al that faith in man as man 8 yaslly more preva-
lent now than It once wus, ere Jesns and

If a Christian merchant, you order vour
ods and remit the pay for them; by meansof &
ong chain of causes whose links reach back and
dumtnd upon this Uﬂrlﬂ.hn fith ud&lmtin
weare yon condue L] @
OF Asla or Alrice you wow-mo! no such ‘confl-
dence aa this and no such way for its e:ﬂﬂllnn,
8 the explorer Livingstone amd his discoverer
Hl.lnlg more recently have foond to thelr cost,
Instead, you would start from your home to b
your 8 with your money on your person, an
gre d to defend it nst all comeis, i1 nesds
e, by your own strong t arm, and returnin
with your merchandiseé on your osmels or oxe
{on would sleep by them at night and know that
hey were safe only as long as you guarded them.
The Rev, Mr, Powera then concluded with a
brief and lucid view of our condition hereafter
and the diference of opinion appertaining thereto,

GRACE OHUROH.

A Large UCongregation and a Fime Bere
vice—Some Plain Speaking Ahout the
Fire in Fourteenth Btreet—=A Very Hrief
Sermomn.

Grace church yesterday morning was exception-
ably well filled with a fashionable and well-dressed
congregation. Every seat waa occupled, and the
alsles were at their lower extremities blocked up
with Christmastide worshippers. The service was,
as usual at this church on the great holidays of
the year, In exquisitely good tagte, and
what with Its Yule decorations of ever-
greens and holly and fowers, and the

| bright dresses of the assembled congregation,

the scene was guite brilllant and imposing. The
pidoe de risistance of the ceremony, however, was
of course the music, and the authems and hymns
woera admirably rendered. At the close of the

prayers Dr, Polter, in the eourse of his usual no-
tices of church meelings, aliuded to

THE DESTRUOTION OF GRACE OHAPEL
in terms of strong indignation, He said that he
could not but regard the conduct of the proprietors
of Barnum's Museum @8 guilty of what he counld
only cull an act of incendiarism, More than a
month ago the civil sothorties had warned
them thut thelr premises were a source of
d"“ﬁ;m the surrounding property, and yet noth-
iny been done to remedy the evil, g8 in
this city had, indeed, reached a deplorable pass
when such wanton and flagrant disregard of the
rights and lives ana preperty of citizens was tol-
erated. One of these fne days, perhaps, when
ball New York fonnd itsell in the street

HOMELESS AND UNSHELTERED,

a reform would be instituted. It was clear that
the Imspector of Public Buildinga and the Superin-
tendent of tlie Fire Department shonld have power
to compel proprietors to protect themselves and
others against loas and ruin,

Dr, Potter's sermon was of the briefest, tuking
less than ten minutes in ite delivery, 1ta point,
llowever, wus very seasounabla md’ appropriate.
This waa the fact that Christmas, the gm.hdu of
Christ, was the children's festiyal above all else,
and that it was our especial duty at tis happ
Beason Lo provide for the comfort and the bhappl-
ness of the httle ones.

THE GREAT FEATURE OF CHRIST'S TEACHING
waa that he constant uriml us to cuitivate the
apirit of culldren, Obedience was greater than
achievement, and the periormance of duty more
sublime than the indulgence of will. And we could
not do better than resolve now to imitate the trust-
ful disposition and the confldence in the royal law
of love which marked the child.

OHURCH OF 8T, MARY THE VIRGIN,

Christmas Services, Music and Sermon.

The Christmas services at the Church of 8t. Mary
the Virgin were held with very imuressive cere-
monles yesterday, The congregation present was
quite large, and the church walls and altar were
tastefully decorated with evergrecn wreatus and
eymbolical banners. The procession of choristers
entered the chnrch at & few minutes past eleven
llnglnﬁ the customury psalm. Rev, Mr. Noyea, the
ofi¢lating celebrant, intoned the Lord's Prayer,
Collects and Ten Commandments with responses
with “Kyrie." Then rollowed in succession the read-
Ing of the epistle, the creed and & sermon by the
Hev. Mr. Brown, rector of the church, on the sub-
Ject of the Incarnation. 'Che cercmonies continued
with the Offertory, conféssion, absolution, prayer,
sursumn copda (or wordsof comiort), “Sanctus, the
humble petition, the consecration, the diatributing
bread and wine at the communion table, the
cleansing of the holy vessels and the benediction
of the post-communion. The music was very lm-
Ereut}'a. consisting of Von Weber's Mass in G,

rispin's “Ave Maria," the '‘Gloria ln Excelsis,"
and inl's “Tantum Ergo.” Mr, Prentlss (s the
ora:nm of the church snd Mrs. Robinson the mo-
prano,

8T, IGNATIUS' OHURDH,

Nimetecath Cemitury Civilization a
Chent—=Christ the Only Hope and Joy of
Mankind—Sermon by Rev. Dr. Rwer.

The piala snd simple Reformed Dutchmen, who &
year or two ago worshipped in the plain and un-

| hght any ile. put om

pretending temple om Fortieth street, near Sixth
avenue, would bardly knew their old relgious
homestesd as it appeared yesterday, decked with
crosses and evergreens and picturcs, and its altar
lighted with half a hundred candles and gas jets.
At high mass, as the hal(-past ten o'clock A, M. ser-
vice la techuically termed, s procession of elevea
boys and seven men entered (rom the vestry room,
or sacristy, and made haif the eircult of the charch,
The firat boy carried along stick in his hand, on
the top of which was an ornamental cross, They
chanted & Christmas carol, whose burdem was Lhat
they were Chrlstian soldiers and were bearing the
oross of Jesus, The service was performed by an

Somparatively briek, aad, beiors tae edminlerration
Ccompars e on
of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper or the mass
rmon on the text, ‘‘Good
10, The first_and
from Eden,
i X Is joy ¥ he
| nsked, and then proceeded to define it as a spirit.
ual emotion and satisfaction. He had spokean,
sald, for & few weeks past to his pesple oo some
THE DEVICES OF BATAN,
and to-day in the presence of the manger he would
speak of another device. The devil would per-
sunde the world that rur clvilization has made the
world better, but e (Dr. Ewer) denied It. The
comforts of life tuough ACCOMPAN} Christianity
are not the cause of it. The civilization of the
nineteenth century, what ia it ? Our te lin
and rallroads dnd pﬂnt}:&npmm and the general
progress ef terrestial ce have not produced
ona purticle ol comfort to the human race. This is
the cheat. Love, peace, chastity, &c.—thess don't
w with the wth of our civilization. Wealth
nereases wund Satan persuades us that we sre bet-
ter off, RBut tie richgrow richer and the poor poorer.
The large rallroads swallow up the small ones; the
large stores eat up the smalier, and while we are
decelving ourselves the red flag of the Commnne
waves in our great cities. If you want to see what
is coming you need only look to Parls, 1f you want
to know what shall tefumph here in the naxt cen-
tury lovk across the water, Make way for it.
Many hepe in some other way, and weaith heckons
on to power, but It I8 uscieas to think we can
eacape the incoming flood, “Give us schools,' cries
Heury Ward Beecuer, “'and we will have less orime.'"
But cultured intellect only makes the bad man the
worse criminal. What & wicked man wants s
Without Him evil becomes more mallgnant
inlquity. Why is it that thers is no real augmen-
tation of human heppiness ¥ Because wil {ts lorma

ure
TYPES OF FALLEY HUMANITY,
in which the descendsnts of Adam have bullt and
reared thelr joys. Horm Inm image of the fallen
Adsm, how can he escape this ¥ And thus is there
& perpetusl propagation of misery men, It
I8, therefore, Im that the siream shiou
rise lugher than le source. He (the Dogtor) would
Dot say & word t soliools or telographe or
science of any sort. But olvilization 18 net the
cause of sin, Itisa of God, und we cannot
affect 1t by one hair's welght. It 15 the wicked
beart of man that grows Leastly and proud with
civilization. Build up your Hrown stone honses,
throw ufan your lyceums to }ha Tyndails, multiply
your schools and colleges, still murders will nod
stop, robberies will not cease and lesser ¢rimes
wiil not decrease. In Christ alone can man find
true happiness and joy, for in Him were not only
Him mugt fow forth srye

-reredos was embowered In graceful firs; the galle.

S SR T

ned to
flesa Alter man, to

Lo Bome few T
ayers ation. @ fe -
sons prostrated themselves a8 well a8 they uF:.ld
in their pews. And this s Protestantism.

OHUROH OF BT. VINCERT FERRER.
Christmas Among the Dominicans=A

Muasieal Festival by the Philharmo-

nics and a Beautiful Sermon by the

Rev, Father Meagher,

To bear maks on Bundays and all holidays of
obligation is the first commandment of the Cathotie
Church, and it is one of the best observed of any of
the commandments of any Church. The intensely
cold weather of yesterday contributed to anything
but the diminution of the attendance at last mass
atthe Dominican ehurch ef Bt Vincent Ferrer,
Bixty-sitxh street and Lexington avenue, of which
the Rev, Father Lilly |8 pastor. Among the wor-
shippers who fllled every availuble eeat and
erowded along the aisles, the vestlbule and even
up into the organloft, were & great many
strangers from other parishes of this and the neigh-
boring citles, especially from Harlem, whence came
quite & large delegation, incinding Oeneral Swee-
ney and other distinguished Catholic geatlemen.
The “strangera’ c¢ameé to enjoy & Christmas ser-
mon from the great Dominiean preacher, Father
Tom Burke, who makes the convent attached to
this church his home, and who was expected to
dellver

THE BETHLENEM SERMON
yesterday. Father Burke, however, did not find It
cenvenient to put Iln an asppearance, being at
present in Nashville, Tenn.; but those who at-
tended Lhat mass specially to hear him lost nothing
by his absence, for they were most Flemmdll-
lgﬁunud at finding the pulpit fliied by quite as
able, thengh less famous, & Dominican brotiier, the
Rev. Father Meagher, & d to the church of Bt.
WEILGRErve opatation whith bia order oronesy
L el
I,
tlons and N m'awfgztn:e:. :c‘:ndednzlwﬁgﬁ
after the first |, and, baving read the goapel

of the day and its beautiful story ol the Saviour's
birth, proceeded to show the condition of the

world at
THE ADVENT OF OHRIST.

To all outward appearance the world was in a
state of ﬁnhﬂsm‘ noe npproaching
to absolute periection ; the arts and sclences fonr-
ished to a degree that gave little bope of there be-
ing any paraliel for it in after ages; but all under-
peath was depravity and corrupfion. Ne time
more ripe for the :mmmiaol' the Redeemer could
Eomhly have been selected. His very birth and
he munoer and surroundings thereol was a

grand rebuke to the Ideas which then pre-
valled. M anybody had heard eof the th
of » mew king, not of an earthly king-
dom, but eof the principalities of the

entire universe, that miserable Ie at Bethlehem
was the lust place In the world one would think of
Eolng to look for tue infant monarch; yet that sta-

le and ita humble surroundings better became the
dignity of a God and & Redeemer of mankind than
would the most gorgeous ever reared by
man’s art and labor. He came grlm:ip to cor-
rect the three great evils which then prevafled, and
which 8¢t. John called the lust of the h, the luat
of the eye and the pride of llie. Father Meagher
wound up his splendid discourse with an eloquent
peroration.

THE BEAUTIFUL CHURCH
whAs ficently decorated with festoons of ever-
greens, &c., the elegant little crib containing a
wax image of the inlant Christ attracting general
attention. The music approached the reporter'sidea
of the relestial harmonies. 1t came from & double
auurm. choir—Miga L. Morrison-Fiset, sopruno solo;

isa M. Tracy, alto; Mesars. Frenzell and Ott,
tenors; Messra. Snlhnl and Marshall, bassos.
The organ, under Professor . H. Hanschel, was re-
inforced by the splendid orchestra of the Philhar-
monie ty, brass malmmenu‘. drums sod all
conducted by Felix Leifels. Haydn's Imperial Mass
(No. 8) was cently reudered throughout,
with Lambl:lotte’s “Christmas Anthem" and Gou-
nod's “Ave Maria," by Miss Morrison-Fiset, The vio-
lin lolB,ﬁ with orchestral nu-;mp&nimenh by Mr.
Frank Danly, was much to be admired, and his per-
formance of the “Adaglo," par Rode, was almost &
musieal wonder. The congregation separated with
“arry Chirlscmas™ on every fnce, It ought to be
added that at the morning mass, at half-past five
o'clock, all the convenlegces for lluminating the
charch were empioyel with a most brilllant and
highly devotional effect.

8T. PETER'S OHURCH,

Grand Mass Yesterday—Music and Dee=
erations=Sermon by the Rev, Father
Quinn.

The Church of 8t. Peter, In Barclay street, holds

& prominent place among the sacred edifices in

this city by reason of the oid-time assoclations

which congregate around it. When New York
was in its infancy Bt. Peter's was generally re-
garded as & magnificent structure, and those who
loved the bullding Iu thelr youthfl days cling to it
with the same tenacity and tenderness in old age
a8 clreling ivy does to the hoary oak, Christmas

Day is aiways rigidly observed in this church, and

the manper in which the Interior of the grand old

structure was decorated testified that no luke-
warmness exists ainong its congregation. The
BRILLIANTLY ILLUMINATED ALTAR

was resplendent with cholce fowers, of multifa,

rions hues, whick difused an exquisite odor. The

ries were festooned with evergreens, and spirsl
wreaths twined around the piliars. Soon after the
doors were opened devotees poured into the’
charch, fliling the pave, alsle and galleries, until
even stasnding room was unobtainable, The music
{an especial feature in the services at Bt. Peter's
chosen for the occasion the grand mass in
-ﬁlm' for feur volces and chorus, composed by
Kallinoda, The “Kyrie l:m:’o‘u‘." by Mrs, Easton,
0, 3
e Bl ot s ot
and the ‘“‘Credo” and “Et
tenor, M. Fritsch, was well o
tion. Mrs, Easton's solo in hAFu Del” was su-
b, and the “Adeste Fideles" guartet brought
to play the

SWERT VOICRS

of other talented membera of the choir. The alte
of Miss Tobin {8 ciear and dulcet, and
her solo at St, Peter's yes atamps her as &
vooalist of no mean pretension. The ¢ Was
well selected and the t, Mr. W. F. Pecher,
descrves much masterly manner in
which he performed upon the fine instrument
which sdorns the rood loft.

The sermon :’u‘ up.u::hod hyu:‘ho Rev. l’*:m?;
Qum.;i uroh, Was spe
notal 33: ita simple pathos mpmwrlmm
The learned divine opened his nrse by refer-
ence to the teatival of Christmas and the mandiold

which the birth ef Ohrist had conferred
upotl all mankind, and assigning that as e resson
why it should be

A BEASON OF JOY
and gladness. For four thousand years after Adam
wad driven out of Paradise man was separuled by
evil from God and ha 88, The birth of our
Saviour brought back t peace our primal
rather. nt:nt lsr poor u::-m. rt?wrnm“ ma unto
God gave us posi of our redemp-
tion. The God mm the patriarchs at
various eras, as recorded in_ Holy Writ, that He
would send npon earth one who would redeem all
men from sin, were fulfllled when Christ was born,
The lowliness of the sarroundings of the birth of

&ﬂgll;ng a'l.:; tlulglw-hrm&
e n us g

?ml‘i m"ﬁ- ty wisdom ﬁﬂ-«
lw ::“hmlntu- nmlw ver‘rj Alt S
Uile blessed Virgin was of the royal House of Devid

the iamily were in humble eircumstances; so
Bt skt o 5 s, S R
dee ! mankind was

BORN IN A RTABLE,
wrapped In m«u? clothes and Jaid in & man-
g‘ur. It was the humbleness of Christ's
rth that caused the Jews to regard Hion with dis-

favor and persecute Him during His urn u
earth. wr however, kno _“ all ¢ umr-'-
stamees attendant u the nativity of our Sayiour,

Hin love Tof us in the gm-m 1act that

recogn

He auffe much for our sakes, should thereiore
take exuedm"'rul dtllﬁli in celebrating the an-
niversary of day of His glorious nativity b’{
renderiug unto Him prayer and praise wiich
most justly due.

OHUROH OF BT. PAUL THE APOSTLE,
Imposing Services Yeaterday Morninge
The Gregorian Musical ServicemSermon
by Rev. Amgust M. BDrady.
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W into
filing the whole church and drowning the notes of
the organ.

TR ORIB,
In the basement of the church I8 a pansrersorams
18 ‘Pmmmemu marked the
over them hover angels
" goasamer kmin;: of apother
world, The mass was celebrated b{l ther Stone,
otk The ser-

assisted by Fathera Bearle and L
mon was preached ua: Hev. August M. llr:ddy,
the 1 which was from Bt

who also read

John—*In the the Word was God.”
The reverend gen 1an's remarks went to show
that Christ was no less God than man when He
took upon Himself a perishable body. Bal
that the Church which He had established was &
suMeient proof to crusli to atoms the lallacies and
sophiatries of psllanthropists and atheista. When
God sent His only begotten Son among men He
gave (o them

THE PANACEA FOR THEFR AILMENTS.
God might have cleansed the world from all its sina
without sending His Son us in the shape of

man, or when He had done 8o He. could have
cleansed us without having Him apill His precious
blood. But nol He wis to give us an ex-
ample of humility in sndering, charlt m!
haters and obedience to God's will, which
be heid up for emulation to generations until the
end of time. this example we have in the
birth, life and death of Christ, whe, en & cold,
dreary night, just 1,873 years lg, came into this
world of sorrow and suffering redeem fallen,
obduriate man from his e and open to him
the gates of the Eternal cn{.w re you are invited
to juin Him lor an etermd %n‘ time, Then take
Christ for your model, and His humllity ln bec
ing man will not have been without its effect.
wllll}t;::u'l:mu md et ay
man T8 to come, and a end emerge
& better world where Christmaa |s eternal.

TRIRITY OHURCH.

Apprepriate Decorations = Muasie and
Prayer Upon the Day of the Christian
World.

Long before the msual hour of assemblage for
purposes of worship Trinity church was crowded
with ladies and gentlemen eager to witness the
imposing ceremonies with which the dayis here
crowned. The navea and chancel were richly dec.
orated with evergreens, and through the stained
glass in the western end, behind the aitar, the light
#tole in slender shafts of myriad colors upon the

Om-

fodage, givi it the appearance of bein
clustered wi.ii berriea nm'i’e frnlt and ng
landed with flowers. Banda of ohoristers

in white surplices were ranged on each side of the
communion table, and in the distance appeared the
deacons, the sub-deacons and the chapel master,
The o to the left and immedistely behind the
reander’s desk waa responded to by the great one
at the eant end of the edifice, where the orchestin
WAs also placed. Programmes, richly printed
IN GOLD AND CULORS,
were distributed in the seats, and by the time the
first plece, the “P) nal,'’ was finished, there
‘wus not & vacant pluce lor ﬂtllldltl? in either aisle
nor In the open space at the vestibule, Atter the
sy v e 4 e 3 e
P To, ‘Come, e 1

the "i,\rrla" and the “Nicene Creed” (second qu'l}
were given. The other music rendered was an
offertory “Benedictus,” Banctus (second Imass)
‘‘Agnus Del"” (second mags) and “‘Gloria in Excelsis"
(second mass).

“HARK| THE HERALD ANGELS SING,"
though not the most profoundly devotional
of music performed, was resonaut with an

lece
mir-
able gentiment, and poetical tothe last degree. So
deeply touching was it that many of the wor-
shippers’ eyes were sufMused with teara,

(Chriat was born," said the réctor, “for th da

‘ , " B rector, “‘for the
of all allke. Not foF Protestants, notfor Cathotice,
but for all men. God hath ereated all men of one
blood. All the earth shall rejoice in Him, and upon
this Ohristmas day, moat strongly are they exhort-
ed to forg~s or heal oid bitternesses and tounite in
the broadinst and ﬂnen:nhrotherl, love,
fil the comxmand of the Baviour to all mankind, “In
your rejoicing love one another.” This annual
commemoration of the greatestevent in the his-
tory of humanity Is fuoll of the most sublime and
beantiful of sentiments. Should we not on t
our Baviour’s birthday, make our peace with al
men, and glve our souls to Godr Let ns here to-
day renew our promises we have all made in times
goune by, to give our hearts to the Lord. God bless
you all, brethren. God keep you all forever, and
glory be to the Highest now and forevermora.

n&: the conclusion of the services members of
the nclhnrch went forward and partook of the cum-
munlon.

8T. PATRICK'R OATHEDRAL

Christmas Decorations and Ceremonies—
A Poutifieal High Mass—=Brilllant Ren~
ditions by the Cholir and Organist=
Sermon by the Rev. Father Ronayne,
8. J—=HReflections on the Nativity ef the
Baviour.

Whatever there is in religion truly indicative of
real praise, gratitude, sacrifice and love was cer-
tainly visible yeaterday at the Roman Cathollc
Oathedral of this city. Everything withia the
stately and hallowed tempie presented s uniform
neatness of aspect and glittered, aa it were, in the
sunshine and giadness of the imporiast event
which was being commemorated beneath ita roof,
Though & crowded congregation was in attend-
ance all seemed comfortaoly situsted, and evi-
dently disposed to spend the pious Christmsa hour
as profitably as possible. The samciuary, high
altars and side altars were richly and profasely
decorated with all kinds of Aoral offerings, natural
and artificial, and evergreens of every description.

In the sanctuary were present the Most Rev,
Archbishiop McCloskey, oMcisting as celebrant of

TAE GRAND PONTIFICAL MIGH MASS;

the Very Rev. Dr. Starra, assistant priest. Deacons

of honor—'he Rev. Fathers McNamee and Kane.

Musters of ceremonies—Rev. Fathers Farrelly and

- THE SACRED MUSIO
of the mass was by Mandanicl. Mr. Gustavus
Bchmite presided at the organ in a manner worthy
of praise, remembrance and imitation. The A

w of & full chorus of thirty-five

and four solo Iw. was ded over .
Henry Schmitz, h much spirit and e nocs
of suffcient ex 00 &

courage. Afer
the mass was
the Archbishop, the
aled forth from the
cholr and ogﬂ tones Iull of sweetness
which told m tllhetlng upon every ear. The
s"Glorla 1n Excelsls Deo” followed, and as & grana

hyma of was most elegant
rendered. At the ual, Mr. Urch's, basso, mu
the “Adeste ﬂdum the “Venite Adoremus” o
rn..am ﬂl’;‘?o':mt.;".?'a',’ . may Do’ said 1o
ma L] o
nnwpus ol the most a ;endmou of
g: m:"an:trgt? neﬂuéehmt m"\‘ul th
g ot-
ically rendered. A% the Ofertory 'was sutlg by

Mndame Chome one of the sweectest and en-
trancl nymns bl;f .t:e Ghugoll'l liturgy, u?o
“Quam f readante, & 80 #solo
é‘nhe'?om Thig, with the 0 m?;am“"
A Y nger, a tro v
ounclmemu estimable and brilliant g’mm o‘?g
Patrick’s choir yosterday.
'm th.bl:yl " mctl'll‘. l‘I‘.l. well to :ﬂtﬂ.
Iy ve magnificent ren-
dering, and es #0 on visitors of other re.
tigtous denominati who were im_ attendance,
ihe Rev, Futher noiln..lu& J., of Bt. Francis
Xavier's Coliege, mm ok pulpit to preach
which was culled from Lhe nativity of Ohrist, the
event il commemoration. The reverend
m::rg]‘:'o;ihh text frewn the Gospel of the day,
The advent of the Was an
areey S ot O I DS T 02
before the birth of the Savionr. As that eventiul
moment s&:am.d nearer and nearer w the
ﬂrdl'“ of prophets were to be fulfitled re
JOY IN THE HRARTE OF ALL
in expectation of some womdariul king who should
come upon earth clothed in juajesty and power,
But Bethlehem robed, not in the éplendor and
ificence of royalty and besuty, bu' wrup, edin
lowlmess and wre ness, presenicd oo the
three Magl quite a gontrary soeue to ik pictured
in the imaginationa of the mull.iu . Some there
were who relused to belle
.lou‘%h aud Mary of Nazar
on this account. Hut who were I-ha{ thut they
should attempt to eriticise the grave and uniathom
able attributes of the Uod-man, or questlon the wi'i
of Hix eternal Father?
CHRIST'S OBIKCT IN OOMING ON EARTI

_ The high mass 8t this ghurch yesterday weg lm- )

was the redemption of mankiud. Man, of himeelf,
was unable Ly cauvel

that Jesus, the son ol |
b, was not the Messiah |

pin, by which divioe jusbgy

wan The stonsment of crestures
insuMicient. . The GShoe Was theat e e tere
wnmm.“mﬂn-mmm
S ey e
anger of s ""'mrfmmsu? 1
CHRIST WAS CONCEIVED
in the of
aa e o
sternal of the adorabie
%-u -u-na' ity % B
% . who 18 man; who in
plote and Inssparatie and vtetn Bt. John,
speaking in hig firat chapter and 2
ING INTO THE REALMS OF

wis nowhere respected.
and

Buar® S o

their structure

waa Do
He thed
g

other than His Chureh, inte which
of

by his divine power
and charity, 'ﬁa

that divine (

rusted to her, In her every struggle sl

never been known to yvield,

gmh:_ the conclusion of tne mass oslebration,

which wea in every part carried out ordln

the of the Church, ond performed in th
whioh' seems

gm % ble manner e lar
ouue:nud re w

the Iost%v'eren mnfmm !;.: the

benediction to the luloclmlunan on d

knees,
At half-past three o'clock P. M. solemn vespera
were sung in & beautiful and nuenl:g wln y

the choir of the morning t
tendange, : .

8T, STEPHEN'S OHUROH.

The Decorations=Splendid Music—Ser-
mons by the Rev:. Dr, McGlymm—
Crowds of Christmas Waorshippers.
Christmas was celebrated at Bt. Stephen's

church, in Twenty-eighth street, with great splen-

dor. From early morning until evening the ser-
vices were continued. The church itself was
splendidly decorated. On former festival ooca-
slons the services had been conducted with great
pomp ard ceremony ; yesterday there seomed to
be a festival air about the church, the result.of a
combination of Influences. The magnificent altars
were decorated with great taste, and though there
was a profusion of flowers everywhere visible yet
everything so fitted its place, and the ormamental
additions were in themselves so beautiful, that the
scene was exquisitely rich and barmonioue.

There was no crowding of candelabrums on the

altars, and yet there was a full (llumination of the

Eanctuary, tinted by the mellowed light that came

through the stained glass windows. Evergreens,

firs and bouquets were scattered here and there;
bouquets of dowers filled niches near the altare;

the white marble pilasters and the higher parte ol

the altara were graceiully entwined with green

leaves and ro es. HBromide's besutiful painting of

the Mother of Jesus, over the Virgin's altar, was
handsomely framed with green leaves; the ploture
over Bt, Joseph's ultar was in the same setting, and
the ?Icture ol the Saviour, which ls hung on the
epistle side of the sanctuary, had its gorgeoos
frame concealed with fdowers. The fronta of the
galleries in the transepts were f[est d with
aurel and fir, the panels belag ornaménted with
crosses and other emblems. Around the ironta of
the primcipal galleries festoons of green leaves were
hung, and from cap to our of the plllars & graceful
series of looped strings of hem. b
tended around. Bul all ts bright and pleasant
picture was in contrast with the humble Mttle crib
which stood near the Virgin's aitar, it8 roof
thatched with straw.

I'he musio at the solemn high mans was es|

rand, The most irreligious of men could soarge

ave heard Mozart's splendid * Twelfth " aa
it was rendered at this church yesterday, and not
huve felt some longings for the celestial harmonies
which are believed to be the never-snding delight
ol the blest. Daunforth, the org deserves Do
gmnall praise for the manner in which he presented
this mass, even though he had the aid of & full
orchestra and some thirty sdditional singers,
There were parts of the mass which were lps|
from the mingled religious emotions of the hour,
the conceptions 0. the composer and the truthiuf
and artiatic rendering of the music by the singers.
1t Is nnnecessary to speak of the many brilllancies
of the composition, for the mass has long been ad-
judged an aimost urapproachable effort. ided the
maas, however, & few pleces were sung,the great old
hymn, the “‘Adeste Fideles," which was given with-
out the cnange of a note, in that familiar air that was
sung yesterday, all the worid over, in the | ned
presence of the Infant in the crib. Daniorth's ar-
rangement for the hymn was, in point of taste and
appreciation o the sentiment, worthy of the occa-
mon. In the alternoon Mercadante's **Vespers" were
sung. At the vespers the charch presented & moss
imposing rance, At any heur the sanctos
of this church strikes the eye as massive, rich an
costly; but when the charch is lit up by gas and
the numberless candies on the altara the effect is
gtill greater, and there |a & something of awe
created o the mind of the visitor, as his soul is
stirred by the continued ntow of joyful or pathetio
musaic, by the various religious cymbals, and, ubove
all, by the solemnity ol the service sud the evi-
dently deep devotivn of the numberiess crowds
that Ill the church in every part. The Christmas
hymn, the “Adeste Fideles,” waa again sungat the
vespers with even better cffect than at the h
mass, The singers were Miss Howson and Mrs.
wwwd. soprancs; Miss Munler, Misa K
and

s8 Coney, contraltoa; Mr, Bernbard Mr,
tenors; . Collettl and Mr. Plick,
Asfiociati " Rlag Conay will u‘am n"wnu'
cal on.
to the regular choir of sgn‘;umnu. and, {hmhln:
from her excellent signing yesierday and her ac-
mplllnﬂ:lu A8 & m she will prove »
aluable tion.
: red gﬁ. ﬁw“ the l“.:
morning, w b
'l:'.ﬂte:r McOresdy, until thet at ten

{
Fl
£

high mass, mﬂ
o'clock, Dr. MoGlynn preac
livering a beautiiul exposition of the Gospel,
uxshﬂn.nﬂl“ ace on earth’ mnum
and concluding with a Iu\fin" appeal In behall
the o1 phans, in aid of whom the collections at all
the musses were taken yesterday.

ST. FRANOIS XAVIER'S OHURCH.

Haydn's Tmperial Mass—Sermom by Rev,
Father Daly, 8. J.

This beantiful lttle church was crowded to
suffocation st High Mass yesterday. The decora-
tlons of the altar and the body of the charch were
of the richest and most tasteful description. High
Mass was celebrated by Rev. Father Hudon, Presl-
dentof the College and Church of Bt, Francis Xavier,
aesisted by Rev. Futhers Cagenu and Cassiay. The
mass was Haydn's No. 3 (imperial), which Is as
well known and as popular as the twelfth maas ol
Mozart, It was performed by the following ladies
and gentiemen :—Misses Teresa and Mary Werneke,
Signorlt Tamaro end Bacelll, and a large and
efficient cho and a well trained orcuestra,
supplied by . F. Eben, Dr. William Ber,
ofclated as ist and conductor and bro
the muas tmmuluocunumlly. At the oulmo:?
the brilllant arrangement of ‘‘Adeste Fideles,
by na‘?c. wis given with raro effect. The orches-
tra ana ofgan played a march bofore the mass and
the overture to ‘‘Masanielio’” at the conclusion of
the servicss. Rev. Father Daly, 8. J., preached at
the gospel s very eloqucnt sermon on the t
festival, slluding to the general expeoctation of the
Ry g
of Bethiehom
sngels and the shepherds, the lessons to be derived
Irom the circamstances of the birth of the Re-
deemer and the great boon conferred nwtl‘l man-

kind the redemption. The ] rueke
sang tll:i solo, foprane and contralto parts of the
nmsy with remar expresslon power. In
the evening Generall's Ve " were sung, with
Barbleri's utiful “Tantum 3" Lambllotte's
Uhristmas ornto Pastores “i:' Mozart's
“Ave Yerum,' and, “Redemptoris,’ by Berge.

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CHARITIES,

The Howard Mission.

I'raetical Christianity made ftsell manifest y satey-
day at the above Mission, in the New Bowery, The
grand red-letter day cf the Christian year was cele-
brated with & gléesomencss that found ite way 1o
the hearts of about seven hundred children, and
the joys thereo! were shared hy s nunber of the
wogkers of the iustitution and witnessed by suge




