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WAS IT FEAR OF THE VOMITO?

Motes of the Voyage from Gotham to
the “Ever Faithful.”

HAVANA, Dec, 24, 1870

5t is a rather novel sensation for the native of a
porthern clime to git down on Christmas Eve with
the thermometer among the eightlcs to record
some few of lis impreassions de voyage for the ben-
efit and amusement of his less fortunate fellow-
eltizens who are doomed to freeze and shiver
through a checrless Winter. S0 much atten-
tion hag been lately called to Cuba that every
thing relating to the * Ever Falthful Isle "
has & decp interest for the American
public, and, In order to begin . &t the
beginning, your Epecial Commissioner will en-
deavw to hastily condoct, in imagination, the
public from the pler on the North River into the
wery fastnesses where Cuba libre defles the arms
of Castile, TFor the present the political and moral
aspect of the struggle that now agltates thia
faland will be passed over, to be taken upata
foture day, when the opinions, hopes and aims of
the various partiee will be laid before the public,
free from all traces of passion or prejudice ; but for
the moment I shall

NEITHER MORALIZE NOR DISCUS3
but endeavor to give the readers some faint notlon
of the trials and tribulationa of & special corre-
spondent. The City of Havana, agdvertlsed to sall
precisely at three P. M., swung out into the river
some nall hour later amid the waving of handker-
ohlefs and kissing of hands that ususlly accompany
temporary scparations. There were some Lears
shed by a few extremely sensitive or lachrymose
people, who elther eould mot help it or thought
that it was the proper thing to do, but for the most
part the scene. was gay and lively emongh. A
fellow who has no one Lo see him off generally
feels cynical, and inclined to sneer at those whe
bave. Bome of the scenes were, however, touch-
ing enough, for among the passengerse were
INVALIDS GOING BOUTH

88 o last resort, and as their anxious friends bade
them goodby, with words of encouragement and
obeer, it was only too evident that there existed
an underlying sentiment that they were taking an
eternal adien. It was ourlous to mnotice the
flecting expression of paln and sorrow
passing over the faces of the assistants
in those scenes, and the brave endeavors
made to conceal the trath from the sufferers. By
far the greater number of the passengers were,
however, of & diferent type—people who looked
forward to the trip as & means of pleasure or
profis. These chatted gally enough, and seemed
rather to enjoy the fuss that their friends were
making about them, BSome of them were ungrate-
fai enough to look upon their rlends as bores.

While I was making these mental notes my eye
suddenly lighted on George, the colored boy, whose
face was radiant with smiles. He had just caught
sight of' me and was advancing towards me with &
letter. 1glanced overit. It contalned {nstructions
to Interview Mr. Delano, the Saecretary, should he,
a8 was expected, be among the passengers. As
my eye took in the few lines of the note my courage
sank below freezing polns, and I almost wished
that 1 would be sea slck during the whole voyage,
Afer a few moments, however, my spirits rallied,
and 1 forgot all about Delano until dinner time,
when I carefully, and with some misgiving, scanned
all the cards la my neighborheod to sce if the
Becretary of the I[nterlor was placed in a position
ta which I could Interview him at a disad7antage.

HE WAS NOT IN VIEW,

however, and agaim I felt somewhat retieved.
The dinner, which was a very plain joke, consist-
ed of little bita of cold ham, some unmistakably
galt butter, one or two ehops, very hard and ex.
sremely small, which were to appease ihe hunger
of avont a dosen famished adults. After walting
some time I politely asked the waiter when dioner
would be served. He opened his eyes, then smiled
in & ghastly manner and informed me ihat it was
alrendy served. Belng interested in the matter 1
asked him “Where?" The wretch coolly poiuted to
the bits ofham,the rank butter, the mahogany chops
and finally, in & triumphant manner, te & piatter
of potatoes, that were in reality about the moat
respectable and acceptabie dish on the table. 1
fooked at the man reprovingly, but he was made of
brasa, 80 | took refuge in & bottle of wine and
some crusits. Whie heé was flling my giass the
feliow sardonically sugmested that the morning’s
breakfaset womld e much better, and that he
hoped I would enjoy it. Ilooked at him again in-
quiringly, but he waa & perfectsphinx. Dinner
over, 1 wandered about the deck, as the night waa
& beautiful moonlight one, It I8 imposuible to fimd

anything more delightiul thua New York
Bay om such &  might. Wo had Jen
Bandy Hook belind us, When steam was

Jet off and the speed of the veesel began to dlacken
all knew that the pilot was about to leave ns, We
crowded the sides of the vessel to see him descend
into his mysterious littie boat, and charge him
with our final adieus to native land, It is the work
of & momeni—he drops over' the veasel's mide,
siiding down by & rope Into thé frail-locking boat
that is walting to recelve him, snd rowed away
into the ever-deepening ahadows notil he becomes
& apock, and flually is loet to our sight. Just at this
moment we pass pilot bost No. 7, leoking like a
falry craft in the moonlight,’ Her lines are swoep-
lug and gracelul, and the cordage and rigging
Are 80 clearly dofined In the stiver bright light of
the old moon they seem like a delicate web. It
Waa Jusl one of those piciares that nature makes
full of admirably-combined efMects—urond, yei dell-
cate and sugpestive. During the evening I rés
mained in the saloon reading Dickens' “American
Notes" and copsoling mysclf jor my dinner by phe-
turing his suMerings.  Kud even this harmless
LOLSPIALIOD Wus BOUL laken Dow we, jor, as the

e e e DA IR
looking man, with , & bald
very celd gray eyes, giided quietly through the
saleon and, without the slightest warning or ex-
" EITINGUISHED THR LAMPH,
mmm.wmewmm-tmqm
lof the passengers. The old fellow recaliea vividly
the remembrance of the mysterions persons in the
fairy tales, and if 1 am. not very grepuly mistaken
he Is_some relation Lo the Old Man ol the Sea; be
that aa 1t may, he certainly established a mute kind
of terroriem over the passengers, and as soon as
he appesred they seemed to melt out of the saloon.
Driven from my oconverss with Dickons I took
on._deck, where I walked abont in the
bright moonlight until nearly eleven o'cloek.
All the passengers had retired, and I was
jaf alone to contemplate the beautles of the
night. Above, the clear sky, with its milllons of
twinkling etars; below, the phosphorescent sea,
bathed in moonlight and feeked with the foam of
seahorse, that plonghed on-
and straining every nperve,
overceming every obstacle and carrylog us
gallantly on our mooniit way. At last I was forced
to turn into my little state room, where I colled
myse)f np ob A DAXTOW Bhelf, that appeared %o me
not more than flve feet long. It was covered by
& fanitiessly white connterpave, on which
stood out in Dbold relief, In red Jleiters,
the words “Cliy of Havans.” The herribly
monotonous motion of the screw prevented my
golug to sleep for some time, but at laat tired pa-
tore gave In and I dozed o Not to slecp only,
but, alas! to dream. The image of Becreiary De-
lane arose to my mind. I thought he was In leagué
with the Spaniards (o re-ectablish ihe inquiaition,
and that on our arrival in Havans he had me ar-
rested and condemned to have the fesh twisted off
my bones for having dared to interview him op the
voyage. I counld feel the horrible motion of the
sorew twisting my flesh into small twine, but in the
midss of my torture 1 derived a disbolical satisfac-
tion from the thought that the ms g editor
bad been pitched into Purgatory for having
ATTEMPTED TO INTEBRVIEW THE POPR
At length morning dawned, but let me draw a
vell over the occ 28 Of thiy day, Bufice It to
#ay that Scotch ale, brandy and water and other
resources were relied upon in vain. The decks
were deserted, except by & few of those men who
seem to have been intended by nature for sea gulis
or porpoises, They look into your state room
with provoking coolness to mssure you that it 18
splendid westher, only & lttle fresh, and advise
you to getup and walk about a little. The third
day out sees most of us on deck ; no one incilned to
admit that he has beem sick, but only a little
squeamish, yon know. The weather l8 delightiully
fine and the sea calm, and wWe are about to setile
down to enjoy it, when
THE ALARM OF FTRE 18 BOUNDED,
and there is an Immediste rush of alarmed passen-
gers to the deck. Walters suddenly drop towels,
plates and glasses, and rush op stairs in e frantio
manner, looking 1n some cases awfully frightened;
others seize upon Babeock's fire extinguisher and
rush to the rescue, As 1 move ont Imeeta sub-
gtantial, mddie-aged lady, who mistakes me for &
sympathetic person and proposes to (aint. 1 1iry to
appear preternaturally cool, and assure her that
there |8 no danger whatever, thongh at the time I
can't really make out whether there is or not.
Some of the men look 80 Irightened that ! feel my
courage sink several degrees at the prospect of be-
ing roasted. In order to assure myseil of the
exact state of afaira I walked out. Bome salors
were working at the pump, so 1 give a hand and
gpoll my gloves, Im o few minutes, to my infinite
disguat, 1 dind that It I8 a false alarm, with the
INTENTION OF TRAINING THE MUN
in case & fire should really break out, I move
ronnd to watch the experiment with the hose,
and to my horror flod that they are all In a
wretched condition. Had a fire really broken out
nothing short of Divine luterpoaition could have
saved us from the fate of the Bienville or Missouri.
The hose leaked all over the deck, and owing to
the want of force in the pumps and the smallness
of the nozegles they were unable to ahrow & stream
of water to a greater distance than a few feet, and
even then it fell like spray. Can nothing Le
done by the anthorities In New York to
prevent selfish corporations exposing the lves
of passengers to such terrible neks in order to
avold incurring the expense mecessary to make
the eguipment of thelr vesseis thoroughly and
efMectively complete? This was the last unpleasant
incident of the voyage. We had left slready be.
hind the bleak northern climes, and the day was
warm as in our Summer time. We seemed to glide
through a palpitating sea of molten glass, The air
was balmy, and that exquisite, sensuous feellng
which is only feit In the neighborheod of the
tropics enabled us to bear the momotomy of Lhe
Bed voyage with equammity, for here the semse
of iife is itself pleasure emough. On Thursday

morning
TOE COAST OF CUBA

looms up In the distance, seen vaguely through the
merning mist. Over the dark, shadowy purple-
tinted outline of the coast rise immense plles of
cumulus clouds, grand and impressive., Looking
at them, T almost fear that we shounld enconnter a
storm before we reach the port, but as the sun
shimes out, dissipating the mists and bathes the
aérial regions In vaporous hues the cloud masses
sall along the sky and reveal the aeep, clear azure
of the irmament, my confidence returns and I go
into my statercom to meke my final prepara-
tiona for disembarking. We were nearer to
Havana than I jmagined, and long before
the last strap of my trunk had been buckled the
grim mass of the Morre Castle bad come clearly
into view. It is an imposing-looking siructure,
and evidently very strong. It is mounted with
heavy Dahigren guns, and i{s from situation and
solidity of construction a very formidable work,
Bituated on the left of the harbor, as we enter the
Datteria de la Reins, & remieircular fort on the op-
posite slde of the harbor monuth affords it
eMcient support, Doth works are dom-
tnated by an important fort behind the Bat-
terls de Ia Reina, The lighthouse is om the
lefs of the port and bears on it inm large letters the
inseription, *0'Donnell, 1644.”' A8 we pass it the
harbor opens to our view, It} narrow at the en-
trance, but as we proceed It widens with a semi-
circular form of considerable extent. On all gldes
low ranges of hills protect it from (ke violence of
the winds a0 a8 to render it & remarkably safe an-
chorpge. The narrow passage s defended at in-
tervals by old batieries, that recall the time when
the Bpanish flag swept the Southern seas (n all

THE HAUGHTY FRIDE OF UNCBECKED CONQUEST,

To-day these batteriea but too truly refiect the
changed fortunes of the Iberian natlon. The old
stones remain, grown gray with the havoe of time
and ravages of age, are only made the more notice-
able by the efforta of the moderns to conceal them,
New cement has been placed In the imterstices,
and the old brass guns that were young in the days
of King Fhilip peep out from the crenecllated bat-
teries with senile. curiosity and impotence, They,
however, give to the place an air of antiguity
that more than compensates the traveller for
thelr want of emMcieéncy. The town lies to the
right a8 wé entér, and presents & scene
unrivalied In picluresque efeck. The square,
solid houses, In which the Spanish race de-
lights, rise up In exquisite conlusion, in which
ever-varylng effects of light and shade, comming-
ling with brilliantiy-contrasting color effects, give
brightinesa snd Ioterest to the coup d'edl such an
we never find In the Northern climes, There is
more of the color and animation of the Eastin
the view of Havaoa than in any other city ] have
ever geen, either In Europe or America. The
interlor slopes of the low hills,’ oA whose
snmmits. the lines of  Jfortification: are
continned, are clothed with verdure. Here
and there litile clusters of white houses with red
tile roofs and some sparsely planted trees in thelr
vicinity present a pictaresque etfect that (s per-
fectly charming. Bot what adds more than per-
baps anything else to the charm of the harbor are
the lumbering passeuger boats, thatseem 1o belong
1o another age, These boats resemble somewhat a

RUDE KIND OF GONDOLA,

uat are propeilod by two saile. They have only one
mast, whicn sapports a squarcsail, By which the
boat 18 principally managed. The dexterity with
which theee grafl dash about is abeolotely mar-

wellgus

we arrived there waa plenty of time o
enjoy all the beauties of the harbor, and it was
' nearly two o'clock in the afternoon wiien our per-
mitto Jend arrived, In the meantime s Spanish
mall steamer entered, having on board & number
of, soldiers and civiliaus, The cxpedition ‘With
which these were attgnded te and landed oop-
tristed strongly with the cavalier mannen in which
some Americans were treated. Those of our pas-!
sengera who had infuence on shore wereatiowed to
land by epecial permit; but those who were not go
fortunate were obliged (o rewmain
UNTIL THE OFFICIAL STOMACH HAD BEEN SATISFIED.

Eyen a Spanish oficial cannot well remain at
breakfaat afl day, #o the looked-for permit arrived
in its own good tinge. nenu'sgmpofnlmuuu
that had been moving round us suddenly swarmed
toward the ship’s gangway, and their occupants,
who were strong and rather “‘hurd" looking Span-
fards, set np & babel of appeals for employment,
As we shoved off from the vessel's aide we were
enjoying by snticipation the movel mighta upon
which our eycs were aoon to dwell, while the binck
prophet of the party shook his head with evil fore
bodings of what waa t0 happen to s Jn the Oustom
Haouse, While we were in this happy frame of mind
an incident occorred which might have had &
fatal termination. Our boat was heavily laden
with baggige and carried six passengers in
additien to tne two Spanlards ln charge of her.
We were scudding before the wind st a fair rase
‘when 8 map-of-war's boat, propellied by a dozen
Insty arms, appeared rowing direectly aeross our
course, It was impossible for us to stop or to
change our direction with suMoclent rapidity to
avold & oohision, 80 we held on, the sallors

#houting w0 thé man-ol-war's crew to
change their oourse. 'The latter, howaver,
pald not the slightest heed, but rowed

down with & sweeping stroke. The position be-
came critical, as it was evident that a oollision
woa imminent. Our sailors shouted and gestiou-
lated with increased energy, and at the last mo-
ment the Bpaniards backed water, not an instant
t00 spon, for in apite of the frantic efforts of our
boatmen, .

tﬂ mv W OF THE MAN-OF-WAR'S BOAT

Ours on ii%”qiim’rw and made hek
reel. The lady of the party only escaped ipjury by
jumping up from her seat Jjust in time to escape
being struck by the colliding prow, Inthe stern
of the Bpanish boat & nabob of an ofoer
wns sested, whose Wwhitée hair ought to have
been a gnarantee agalnst such an outrage, but the
hidalgo sat quietly and unconcernedly by, asif it
were a matter of sublime indifference to his
decorated sonl whether or not some hall dozen
mere ¢lvillans were sent to the bottom. Before we
landed we were treated to another sample of
official insolence by having our boat thrust back to
sllowed some uniformed swell pass before us—an
incident that cost us half an hour of struggle before
we could regain our lost place. The gquaintness
and pecullarity of the city of Havana, architec-
turally and esoclally, have been thoroughly
aescribed. The narrow streets, the open stores,
the pedestirians, the carriage folk, the pollce and
the uniforms are almost familiar., In order to un-
derstand why it I8 that the vomito and other pesti-
lences make thelr home here it ls only necessary
to pass through the streeta. When it haa not
rained for some time the stench is absolutely over-
powering, and there are some juarters where even
the tropical tempests which they call raln here are

UNABLE TO PURIFY THE ATMOSPMEWE,

Very little effort seema to be made by the Town
CouncH to promote Inteiligent measures of sanitary
reform. As a result of this indifference a con-
glderable proportion of the population 18 swept o
every year, especlally of the immigraunts, Bul the
Rip Van Winkles nod away their Uves, simply say-
ing, like the lazy Turks, that the wil! of Allah must
be done. When the Common Council meets two
ropes are drawn across the street to prevent the
tratc from disturbing the wiscacres in thelr coun-
cil. If we except the sole duty of imporing taxa-
tion, Idon't, for the life of me, eee what these people
have to do, except, perhaps, to agree among them-
selves as to the distribution of the pickings;
for, If my information be at all reliable,
these gentry can fleece tne public in o way that
would astonish a Now York Alderman of the good
old time. As there 8 no public opinion here, no
liberty of the press or of speech, or of motives, ex-
cept by the will of the authorities, we never hear
anything about these abuses, The people here
seem to be content If they are let alone, and In this
respect they are free enough eo long as they are
not too Inquisitive and conflne themselves to
strictly minding thelr business. The |nhabitants
of Oavana are chiefly Spaniards, for the negroes
and Chinamen do not count for anything In the
social or political world, and are only considered
in the matter of lakor, in which they are, as a ruolea,
singularly industrious and devoted to thelr basi-
ness.

After my arrival I set about my business proper,
and wae fortunate enough to obtain an

INTERVIEW WITH CAPTAIN GENERAL CEBALLOS.

It was not, bowever, fortunate in Its resulis, as
His Excellency politely but firmly refused to grant
me the safe conduct extended to the HERaLD'S
late commissioner on the island. This determina-
tion on the part of the Captain General I sobse-
quently endeavored to Induce him to alter. The
result is bast told in the correspondence which I
enclose without comment.

LETTER TO THE CAPTAIN GENERAL.
HoTEL BaN Canrios, Dec, 22, 1872,
To Hia EXCELLENCY, THE CAPTAIN GENERAL!—

YoUr EXCELLENCY—The gracious reception ae-
corded to me on the eccarlon of my Arst interview
with your Excelicney, and the kindly senti-
ments you were pleased to express, en-
courage me to request that you will re-
consider your refusal to graat me a safe con-
duct, or military pass. In the following letter
I propoee to submit to Your Excellency the reasons
that to my mind appear sufficient to justify you in
adopuing this course. Iam deeply sensible of the
irritation that the fallure of my predecessor on
thls mission to avall himeelf of the opportunities
and facllities procured Jor him by Your Execl-
lency’s kindness, has naturally produced, but, as 1
explained to Your Excellency,

WHATEVER FAULT HAS BEEN COMMITTED
in this connection is the fault of an Individual, for
which neither myself nor the journal which I repre-
#ent can be held responsible. Had Mr. Henderson
fully performed the task which he accepsed volun-
tarily my presence here would be unnecessary, If,
therefore, your Excellency has reason to be discon-
tented Mr. Bennett also has reason for dissatisfac-
tlen. The object of my visit, as explained to me by
Mr. Bennett, 8 to examine,
WITHOUT PARJUDICE OR PARTIALITY,
Into the state of the losurrection, and through the
columns of the HERALD t0 make known to the
world whether the statements put forward by the
Spanish authorities or those advanced by the (n-
surgents represent more accurately the existing
state of aMairs, For this purpese, and in order to
prescnt fulrly both sides of the guestion, I bave
been instructed to visit the insurgent camps as
well as the Bpanish lines. In order to be able to do
this with gréster faelility, I have applied to Your
Excellency for soch protection as would prevent
the minor officials throwing obstacles in my way,
or the Spunish outposts
ETOPPING MY FREB PABSAGE
through ihe disturbed districts. In fiet, such a
recognition of my position as & nentral ss wounld
, prevent my belag mistaken for an emissary of the
insurgents in case 1 sheuid emcounter outlying
partics of the Spaaish troops.
Belonging to & people by whom the remem-
vrance of 0ld alliapces with Spain is still warmiy
cheristied, Tclaim 0 be free from the prejudices
tbat are too often entertained by Northern people
against the Bpanish nation ; and I have come here
in the full confidence that I will have to deal with
brave and honofable men. There fs, in my mind,
no fear thal any Bpanish soldicr will degrade him-
pelf by betoming an assasmn, and 1 comprehend
fully your sensiliveness Jost
BOME UNPORERERN AQCIDENT
ghould lay the Spanleh csuse open 10 the suspicion
ol being staincd by what would be a crime against
civilization. For myself, while comprehending and
appreciiting your cabtion in declining to expose
yoursélf to the danger of misconception, 1 cannot
accept the justness of your deductions, Avalling
myeelf of the expresy permission yon assured me

'r}rdu i€ aMolais happened ta be at break- || wbuid bé given to my Jassing ‘frecly Wrough the

tsland at my own risk, I will endeavor,
BY FAVQR OF THAT PERMISSION,
to carry ont the misalon which I accepted in New

' York, ‘even 'stiould the special protection which I

peek bo refused to me, Bhowid the event—which
you joresee as among the consingencies of that
misslon—unfortupately bofal me, then, indeed, the
authorities are more likely 10 be censured for not
baving granted the facilities, of the case,
and  for by thelr refusal  of

‘s sofe conduct, given wmy undertaking an

; which 1n  Teality
18 foreign to It 1 womnld mot have dwelt on s
question that, after all, Is of 8o strictly a personal
naturs, but fer the emphasis  Your Excellency lald
on this point duriag our Interview.

The broader and more important conalderations
which must Influence Your Exocellency's
decialon are shose which tough

THE HONOR AND THE INTEREST OF BFAIN.

It 18 impossjble to ignore the fact that the civil-
1264 world desires to know how it happens that an
insarrection which the Spanish autborities pro-
clalm to be of no importance comtinueés unsup-
pressed alter four yeara of armed oconfich 1f; as
‘We bave been assured, the Insurrection has been
reduoed to the luet extremity, and has no longer
the spmpathy of any large class of this community,
It Is for the Interest of Bpain that the represents-
tiveof

AN INDEPENDENT AND KEUTRAL JOURNAL
should be able to place before the world an un-
blased sptatement of the Osban guestion. The in-
surgents, throngh thelr sympathizers in New York,
have alréady promised to the HERALD corre.
spondent every protection and facility omoe he
enters thelr lines, and If the Spanish autborities
refnge on thelr part to allow the examination to
be made, or if they throw ebstacles in the
way the universal public opinion will argue that
they nave some interested motive for the adoption
ofsuch & course. The fact that Mr. Henderson,
tbrough

FEAR OF ARSASBINATION OR OF THE VOMITO,
abandoned his post will not be scoepted as soffl-
cient explanation, in view of the luct that one ofthe
editors of the HERALD has presented. himself to
iake the abandoned post.

For myeelf 1 have but one degire, and that (8

TO FULVIL HONORADLY THE MIBSION
entrneted to me. I wish to leave no effort untried
to obtain all the aselstance ana information that
will help me to form a correct jndgment before 1
record it. If the auwhorities, by the appearance of
discouraging my misslon, prevent me from obtain-
ing that fall and broad view of the situation which
it la my wish and aim to obtain, they must not
blameé me if my conclusions and dedoe-
tions become partial from the want of that
very Information which they refuse me the
facilities to moquire. Before my departure from
New York a telegram was received by Mr. Bennett
from Admiral Polo, the Spanish Minister at Wash-
ington, promising that he would use his good
oiices with Your Excellency to procure for me the
assletance of the anthoritles In Cuba.

Requesting the wonor of an early reply, I beg to
subscribe mysell Your Excellency's obedient
servant, JAMES J. O'KELLY.

THE CAPTAIN-GENERAL'S REFLY,
HAVANA, Dec. 24, 1872,
SR. DoN JAMES J. (VKBLLY :—

DEaR SBin—I1 have received your pollte lotter
which you have been pleased to direct nnder date of
the 24 instant, inviting me to reconmder the causes
which hinder me from granting you & safe con-
duoct to visit the enemy'’s eamp, which you sollcited
in the interview which 1 had the pleasure to-con-
coede to you. It I8 easy to understand how perils
nent these reasons most appear to me when they

OVERCOME MY DESIRE TO GRANT YOUR WISHES,

As you remark opportunely, in your letter, this
18 an amuir of & personal nature and easily granted,
For this reason Independent governmenis and
thelr legitimate representatives deny or con-
cede permission (not to go and remein In
the enemy's camp—a thing against the es-
tablished practices of war—but what Is
much more generally obaerved and regular) to
permit In their own army the presénce of foreign-
ers with a private or official characier. The de-
nial, when it Is given, does not give cause foj un-
favorable Interpretations, as you state in your let-
ter, becauso then the government of

THE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT HAYE DENIED
ita permission, a8 it did, in the last civil war to
Hpanieh oficers to visit the federal camps when
solicited by the representative of the Spanish na-
tlon In Washington. It was not then the object to
go to the Confederate camps to declared to the world
if the Generals and Confederate authorities elrcn-
Inted fuise facts, or If their assertions were worthy
of credit, as you say you pretend to do in respect
to as by order of the proprictor of the NEw York
HERALD, but selely to study professionally the in-
teresting incidenta of that war.

Buch pretensiops, so clearly manifested, cannot
by any means be assented to by the first authority
of this Island, nor can he sanction so

OFFENSIVE AND UNFOUNDED A DOUDT.

The pretensions of Mr. IHenderson were less ab-
solute, and, therefore, I granted him the permis-
sion to accompany our columns, and even to visit
gome of the rebel bands, as he did 1o oneof the
two departments not yet pacified. Bat for mo-
tives, which Mr. Henderson undoubtedly under-
gtands, notwithstanding the attentions he was the
objeet of ag & guest and subject of a [riendly gov-
ernment, he thoaght himself In danger when he

ENJOYED THE MOST PERFECT SECURITY
under the bunner of Bpain, aud this bellef appears
to be sufilcient canse Lo excite ngainst the authori-
ties amd respectable corporations public oplnion
atiributing to them the intention to exercise over
the oplolons and conduct of Mr. Henderson n re-
prehensible pressure. What would it have been
f hie had fallen a vietim to the undisciplined hordes
to which to-day the insurrection la reduced, or if,
in some encounter, & Spaulsh soldier had not
recognized him as a pacifit and neutral person?
Fortunately, Mr. Henderson finds  himself
in hls country, and he can say what he ought to,
or wishes, but

A BEECOND RENEARSAL CANNOT BE PERMITTED,
nor your unusual pretensions, nor (admitting your
good faith) the specles of violence which appar-

ently yon intend to exercise in some of the para-
graphs of your letter, aa in Spaln, whatever has
the air of intimidation is without precedent.

As 1 have already had the pleasure Lo tell yon
verbally you will be furnished with the competent

passport
TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT TAE ISLAND,

a8 could be done by any Bpanish subject or
stranger; and be assured that you will not be mo-
lested nor will your trip be fruitiess, as In our
town, you can acquire news relating to the in-
purrection by consulting the thousands of the sur-
rendered who fight In our ranks or live quietly in
their homes pardoned by the Spanish government,
Any other course you adopt must be understood

tu be
AT TOUR OWN RISE.

1 have had the satisfaction to answer your letter,

_but this condescension I could not repeat, because

you already must understand that it 18 not cus-
tomary that suthorities explaln to private in.
dividoals, respectable as they may be, the mosives
of their conduct or the foundation of their

opinions,
1am, your attentive nervitor,
FRANCISCO DE OEBALLOS,
Henderson’s Departare=The Spanish

Bide ot the Siory.
HAVANA, Deoc. M, 1878,
The fellowing ia the tramsistion of an article
referred to by the Captain General during his inter,
view with your special corrcepondent, Although
it eppears tn the form of an editorial, Befior Don
Juan de Ariza, the director and chief editor of the
Diario, sssured me that is 1s, in fact,

THE BT, OF GENERAL RIGURLME.

We fire now to refute with the mest un-
impeachable all of the which Mr.
ﬁ?ﬁ'm : cemnm"umy thro h a‘é“'
yomito lﬂ&ﬂ.ﬂ- Al we lﬁl“gt befora
po.unlu important data which we now have,

we wrote on the 14tn as follews :—'Here, then, 18
Mr, Henderson's

comprised “‘lﬂ% of "
expedition, a former telegram he had sald chat
the General of the rt-

ment informed nim that he would ansawer for
his (Hendereon's) satety with his head, and we dare
asacrt thas he al declared that he did nog

Tun the shightest a:ager from the volunteeis,'
What we assured owr readers whrough intui-

tion, we can to-day maintain supported facta,
humi 0  Solon of the mum"b,'n’-
¥

;.m'i‘or?-h‘“:é‘.?‘ the Px?ileﬁt and members of ﬁlm
paniah Casino, where “Henderson was

courted, gave .l.lm all kinda of 4
ces, the demeral golng 0  the
treme of answering with his  head

complete  safety. . Henderson showed

i1 extremely pleased with the sttentions

he wad continually receiving, there being

‘Ir::vw, o mar to allow

s en in-

mat that It

that the volanteera

nst his life, which was not

. Mir. Hendersor, apon srmi.n&

S e Doy wlon tomes
L] ollicers E

the fact that he v

whi

the
the few rebels who
mong whom

the '“‘lﬁ‘. ree’al'vu atten in the Oalln:
next o eral wum

with his jn ter 'nu'lhﬂ tel he

wished to forward to New York, It was then that
the General that a of Ban| d

COuba had tha i an article Inviting

Mr. Henderson, In._an. enties th man-
ner and without expressing the naiatan

?&"ﬂ'ﬁﬁ' lu’ [ uwﬂ R Illnol a:n r-
al

but nevertheless Mr. Hen-

of t toers,
ﬁfmmmm that the Invitation compromised
him and contained s serious threat b, v -
not ‘comply with

18 aguinss
what he supposed they arbitrarly exacted of him.
Qeneral lme, in presence of the Hritish Con-
#ul and ¢ persons, demonstrated his error, and
ndded that be would answer with bis head for the
emissary’s security.

The next day after this on mder—
son went with a Lieutenant Colonel of and
a0 escort of eight to ten cavalry to reconnoitre the
zonea of the large farms of the jurisdicuion, sud
;:lmrnod lllﬂtlun‘p at m' tr;:sulmgd whi:lt:

L 0, nol on
lhl!:e:l tﬁ mm& the farmers and
planters travelied alone in IE directions, withont
the glightest fear or dadger, st‘ th
Ngnhrigu with which all agricofiiival labo
wis performed on those valusble
The same evening General Rigucime,
with Mr. Aguero, and the latter remarking thal
Mr, Henderson was afraid of being assassiunted by
the volunteurs, declared that nu one who had the
least interent in the canse of Bpain had the alightest
interest In his death, whieh, without belug ol any
kind of profis; mlim occasion some complication
(conticto), and thus Mr. Henderson's foar Was eén-
tl.r:fs groundless; that If there wus any oue who
could feel an interest in a=paseinating nim it would
be the laborantes, becaunse thereby they would attyi-

to the volunteers, would raise a
tumauit in the United States, aud endeavor to turn
the deed In favor of their cause, adding that it was
against the laborantes he would have to take pre-
cautions, although he, the Gemeral, had alread
taken such and contloued Lo guarantee him h
personal safety.

The subeequent day Mr, Henderson and his inter-
preter visited General Riguelme and agreed upon
@ plan to leave the foilowing Monday in a steamer
for Guantaname, and thence, escor by Colonel
Valers and 300 men, would go to the coffee estate
“Ana Matiide,” which Is situated on the heiglt
which commands all the important points of the
Toro Moun and from wiich, ehmtlnrbg at wil
ne might march until he acknow lummii‘
satigfled. Mr. IMenderson then told the Gencral
that the Britlah and American Consuls and muny
other persons had assured him that he ran con-
siderable danger of his life 1f he fell in with the
rebels, and deeired to koow his oplnion, General
Rigueime then informed him that the bands comn-
manded by negroes and mulattoes, and without
the least organization, would oiler him no
gecurity, but that If e could reach Maximo
Gomez or Ueapedea he belleved his lfe wonld
be in no danger, The General added that
such would be difllenlt to do, a=, notwithstanding
all his efforts, he was ignorant ef his whereabouts,
and If he knew It he would not have delayed one
moment himself In golng him. Withont any
further conversation they separated, agreeing that
the following Monday tne expedition to Monnt
Toro should take pisce in the manner referred to,

Two hours aiter this cordial Interview, durin,
which was settled the plan which would most o
in the complete discharge of Mr. Ilenderson's
mission, the laster returned to headquarters, ac-
companted, by the American Consul, applying for
his passport, as he wished to leave thaisame afl-
ternoon on the French steamer to St. Thomas,
Burprised at this sadden determinaiion, General
Rigueime asked the Consul its canse, and was in-
formed by ldm that dnﬂa the few # past fonr
members of a fmily w which Mr. Henderson
was acquainted been attucked with cholera
and others with yellow fever (vomite), snd Mr.
Henderson had become frightened, partly by these
discases and the danger he run in the city a8 much
a8 in hlg incarsloms out of it. Besides, a8 he had
been already slmost unanimously informed of the
i iflcance of the euamy, and he was convinced
that he could ascertaln nothing new unless he got
among the rebels, whith he was airuid to attempt

for fear of "m‘ﬁoh' head, he had decided to leave
the Island, and considered his mission terminated,
Then General Rigueime, In npremuo of the Amerl-
can Consul and r Morales de los Rios, said
in an oficial character and with fnsistance and
repetition, Wh bave verged wupon
Impertinence it had not been c¢onsid-
ered necessary, the following or words
to the gfMect:—"1s ap therefore,

siale

Mr. Congul, that Mr. Henderzon leavea because he
18 afraid of the cholers and u,g!low fever, to which
1do net object; but his rans no danger in
Han de Ouba or in any part of the territor
where 1 command, for I have gunaranteed and still
answer with my head for his ety ; and
far from putting any impediment to his visitin,
with the greatest conscientiousness the centre
the revellion, I put at his orders a column, com-
manded by a hed oMger, to accompany
him everywhere with the m'pltmi seocurity, and
if he red to viRit the he may
he pure that amqtmnlmpt_um.wﬂl be done to
find them. It appears, also, that I
who has least ex T the dan, 1gn.-,
meet at the hands of the rebels, ana that, if he had
fntended to take any precsutions lo case of
deciding - to vislt them; it would only bhave
been to avold a calumny upon the Bpanish'troops,
In case of any unfortunate event Mimlaﬂ in
the enemy’s camp,” Having repeated solemn

rotest, and delivering to him his paseport, Mr.

endaerson respectfully took leave, stating his
thanks for the attentions apd Kindnesses of which
he had been thse object. At four o'clock he very
quietly emparked for 5t. Thomaa,

This is the platn, unvarnished account, and truth
will prevall over all the fables, past, present and
fature, which it may please the HERaLD to invent,

WAR NEWS—SCENES ON THE DATTLE FIBLDS,

A telegram from the Commanding Generul of
Puerto Principe announces that on the 6th Inst, a
numerous band of insurgents had made thelr ap-
pearance In the neighborhood of Guimare. This
band had been repulsed in an attack upon the
garrison of that place and was pursned by the
Reina column, which was at Cascorro; and
the pguerlllas of the same place, with
Colonel Marin's forces, were also on thewr
track on thelr retreat towards Santa Lucia, One
ofticer had bheen reported slightly wounded, ahd
tlie commander of the advance guard (a major),
who joined at Cascorre, Bad dissppeared, Forces
of the Trocha guerillas had taken twenty-ome able-
bodled men prisoners, among them a sub-prefect,
a0 nid to the Insurgent General Ruloff, and, be-
gides, eleven women; aiso selzing peveral revol-
vers and machetes. A foreé under command of
Captaln Gracla had fallen in with a party of eight
to ten men, between Cocal and Deseads, and mado
two Chinese prisoners and destrosed their huts,
The Moron guerillas, In operations, had made
prisoner an {nsurgent ofMcer, killed a “nigger"” and
wounded & Venezuelan; a colone! also somewhere
picking np seven women and four children,

Tne stereotyped sccoudt conijioues and says:—
#The Rayo battallon, on the 15th, attacked an in-
purgent band, which waa intrenched on the hill
called Del Vapor, dispersing them with con-
sidernble loss, and having tuemsclyes three
wounnded and one bruleed,” and 80 the stery s
continued from day to day with tao same
monotonous repetition of lnsigoilcant. en-
counters with which the HERALD'S readers have
been bored by your correspondent for some
time past, a8 Do encounters of {mportagce
tako place, and the laborantes of late have
‘dealsted from circulating briliant veraions of un-
important sakirmishes, sithongh one of that clase
related to your correspondent a few days ago that
ne had received rellable information from Holguin
of the captare of Colomel Prucurmil by the ‘insur-
gents undér Vioente Garcia, and that in conse-
guence thereof the Spanish soldiers at Holguin hsd
taken o the outakirta of the town the two sisters
of that Cgbtn insurgent general and hafl cut them
to pieces with machetes; but the Cubane In New
York deny that the Spaniards ase the machete, and,
theiefo e, yoor correspondent did not and does not
belleve the foregoing, and your readers ueed Dot
oredit 1t elther U they don't care to,

THE ELAVENOLDRRS TEMPORARILY EXUITED,

A great deal of excitement has relgned here for

the past few days among the slaveholders on ace
eount of the change of some of the portiolios in the
Ministry of Zorrilla, but all fear has been allayed
gince the following telegrams were Interchanged,
which are much of the same tone as othera re-
celved on shallar occisions:—

No, L.—My name, my antecedentsa and the cone
duct 1 observed during the firat Minlstry presided
hiy Ruoiz Zorrilis maké nanecessary all manifesti-
tlons on my part relative $o the policy 1intend ta
follow, and which will be impelled towards the
complete pacification of that Anti'le, with the
postponement in regard Lo the same of eve!
sooial and political question until the term o
of the war. [salute Your Exeellency, and request
that you will, in my name, salute the othier authors
ities, she army, navy, veluutecrs and all other
loyai tnhabitants of the siand.
TOMAS MARIA MOBQUERA,
No. 2.—His Excelleney the Superior Politieal Govs
ernor to the Minister of Ultraimar:—Tha authorks
ties, army, navy, volunteers aud Inhabitants of
thls Spanish provinee Your Exesllency and
confr;t ulate yon upon yeur appoindment, All ex-
ﬁ: Irom Your Excellency's antecedents and from
love you bear to the great Spanisl iuterests
existing In Caba, that you will mort the necessar
menns Lo obtain an early peace. Allinhabisants (
are gratelul for the assurance given them that this
country shall not be disturbed by political or social
relorms which would alter again the conditiona of
Wwealth and prosperity of the island,
CEBALLOS.

MEXICO.

Cuban Preis Represemtatives for the
Great Rallroad Opening Fete.

Havana, Dec. 4, 1872

Messrs, Triay, Verger, Espinosa, Ortegn and Vil
lar, the representatives of the Yoz de Cuba, Diaria
de la Marina, Boletin de los Volundarios, Juan Jd
lomo and Aurora de Menianjos newspapers, leavel
this afternoon in the steamer City of Me hav«
ing accepted an invitation from the preas of Mexico

to be present at the inauguration ceremonlals of
the railroad from Vera Orn‘:lu to the city of Mexico.

THE PACIFI0 BLOPE

Strike of Coal Mimers—=Heavy Storm in
Ban Joaguin—=Iimmense Land Slidos im
Orcgon—A Gorman Suicide.

SaN Fraxoisco, Oal, Dec, 28, 1872,

One hundred miners, of the Raymend and Ely
mine, struck yesterday against ten hours' work.
The shaft had been working eight hours & day
Both parties are determined to mabntain thelr
positlon.

There has been a heavy rain storm throughous
the Weatern coust. In the San Joaquin Valley an
overflow Is threalened, Beveral bridges on the

River have been swept away.

There have been five immense luma slides In
Oregon on the line of the Northein Pacide i Jroad.
Two hundred men will be employed for two weeks
to put the track in order 4

ch damage has been done on the Columbia by
breaking booms und noating the lo Navigation

18 impeded by Noating lee north of Yancouver.
Chatles Krager, of thie city, committed suicide

to-day in his store. He had a du%arar.a stmgflo

with his clerk, who tried to prevent him from doin,

80, dnring which Krager's clothes were torn off,

Finally, his left hand being armed with a razor, e

cut ma head nearly off and fell dead to the foor.

He was a German and nnmarrled, He was in good

circumatances, and no cause for his commitsing

sulcide is known,

OFENING A NEW RAILROAD,

Burraro, N, Y., Dec. 29, 1672,
On Saturday l1ast about three hundred promineny
business men of Bulialo left here on an excursion
train over the Bufulo, New York and Pennsyl-

opening of the rallroad to Ita termination at
Emporium, a disiance of 120 miles from Buffalo,
clghty-five of which had been completed since May,
1872, -

The excursionists were handsomely entertained
at Emporinm, The ladies of that town walsed
upon the table, and specehies were made hy Judgo
Hoylogton, J, ¢, Johnson, Bronson (. Hamsey,
President of the road ; Colonel Wililnm U, Alherger,
of Buffulo, The punrsy retarned throuth the heavy
suow storm late on Saturday night, the lust tuirty
miles being made in thirty minutes.

NEW YORK CITY.

The police during the past week arrested 1,538
persons, -

There were forty-five new cases of smallpox dur-
ing the week, of which three proved fatal.

Marshnl Hart granted sixty-nine lleenses and re=
newals since last week and recelved $145 560,

Mr. De Cordova lectures this evening In Ply-
mouth chureh on “The African Liviogstone and
Stanley.”

Ooe hundred and seven thousand eight hondred

the past seven days.

Dauring the week ending at noon Saturday, there
were In this city 446 deaths, 114 marrlages, 323
births and 31 still births.

The Italian school, under the charge of the Chile
dren's Ald Soclety, will enjoy their Christmas fos-
tival at 49 Franklin street, tals evening. Professor
V. Batta will make an address,

FIRES YESTERDAY.

The Destruction of One Day=Five Con«
flagrations=The Red Flend in Baxter
Street Last Night,

At five o'clock last cvening a fire broke outin
the four story bullding No. 20 Enat Tuirty-scventh
ptreet, that cansed a damage of $2,000,

A fire occurred yestorday In the four atory dwell-
ing 820 Lexington avenue, occupled by the Rev.
Adolph Huilfrech, that caused a dntglge of $50,

At ’\mll-pn.ut four o'clock yesterday alternoon &
fire broke out in the attic bedroom of No. 111 Prince
street that censed a dam of $200; Insured for

1,000, The bullding was ured to the extent of

A fire oecurred at balfpast nine o'clock yester-
day momﬂ%&;t No. 608 Broadway that caused a
damage o

Ar.u;elne o'clock last night a ftire hmtcb ?Ln:

rie

on the first fdpor of ithe #&wo slury
buildl Ko, 6% Baxter street, owned by
Morrls 1 damage to buflding, §1,000; lnsured

in the Hamliton Fire Insurance Coinpany for $3,000,
The firat floor wea occnpled b{ Isadore Cohen ns a
ghoe store; damage $1,000; Insarcd on Btock for
$1,600 and on [urpiture for 8800, The fire
extended to the next buildine, No. 6, ocoupied
by Mandel Jacobs as a demler in second hand
elot Damage to stovk by water, §1,000; in-
pured for $4,000; capse of fire unknown, Fire
Marshal Mc8pedon has been notllied to hold an in-

yestigation to-aay.

AN ALLEGED TOBGER CAUGHT iN NEWARK.
In the Police Court at Newark, yesterday, An-

drew Neunenger was arraigned to answer a charge

of forgery preferred by Lewis Btrauss, a wholesale

butcher, doing business at No. 46 Bouth Orange

avenue. According to Mr. Strauss’ statement

Neanenger, who formerly worked for him, forged
hi# name to & check for $46 80, and suceeeded i

tting It cashed by Willlam Eberle, & butcher of

ulberry street, who deals with Strauss, Mon-
day Ll:? the latter's mother died, and duriug his
sorrowliag retirement Andrew, as alleged, took ad-
vantage and trated the forgery. He was
fully committe

A VaiLUAELE FrorERTY oF OuN CoTroN.—A
discoverty of some .mporiance 088 recently beem
made In regard to the propertles of com-
presscd gun cotton. The principal difculty
which has been encountered In its manufac-
ture, and which bhas to & great extens
checked the progress ef Its advancement as an ex-
plosive compound in Her Majeaty's service, has
becn the extreme danger ntisndunt on the pro-
cess of drying It after leaving the hydraulie
presa, The lowness of the temperature ad

tton will explode renders [t a most
Foriaad ssbeianes w0 expons o hent 1t
pated by the résuit of of

been
Arsennl, Woolwich. Mr.

War Department
ISRRARE B At o e ol
from iNean to twenty por cent of 'water, wi
submitting them to the of rv
discovery was almost a matter of ac t, it hay-
fng never been antictpated that detonation could
bgmr unider suoh circumstances; bpt ‘.‘}I
mportance ol the fact can hlrdzho overe
mated, for while the cotton In its damp
is perfectly Inpogucus and le of
the same cotton poanesses all the exp!
other attributes of perfectly dry cotton for
and lke p glu. In the course of hise
ments, My, wn placed some dises of wet
pressed cotton upou & slab of (ron vno inch
without any tamping or covering. On placing t
e-!eo.tr'l;:.l dewuﬂ:rl within al'l;llr lmn &rﬁ:
mans, the plate of iron was deepiy ind
centre, A slight tamping of sand, howevor, placed
over Lhe dises so farinereased the exploaive
that a alab of Iron was sbivered to [ragmen
delouatiog the cotton,

E. 0. lru.:'n‘l"%.
has succeeded’ tn de-

ﬁsgaﬁgé

H

vania Railroad to Emporium, Pa., to celebrate the

and ninety-one dollars werd paid for taxes during

e



