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POPULAR PIETY.

Sabbath Services in the Sanctuaries of
the City and Suburbs.

DUTIES OF DECORATION DAY.

Frothingham Strewing Flowers of Rhetoric
on the Soldiers’ Sepulchres,

e l—

THE PIOUS LOCAL PROHIBITION LAW.

Governor Dix's Veto Viewed with Crisp Criti-
cism by a Caustic Divine.

Great Accomplishment of Good and Im-
mense Congregations in the
Catholic Churches.

——y

BEECHER AND THE BIBLE.

A Sermon on the Sermon on
the Mount.

Both Bellows and Chapin Absent from Their
Charges and Bishop Foster Taking His Leave.

Sunday worship in the metropolls {8 becoming
sppressive, to Judge from the congregations in
the various churches yesterday morning and even-
Ing. The Bultry sua caused plety and fashion to
perspire freely, and did not increase the satisfac-
tion of either. The public services were not more
brilliant than nsual, nor were the sermons mere
Interesting. The Soclety of Friends opened the
yearly seasion of their Conferenece in this clity with
worship, very impressive in its peenliar way, and
there was gathered in their modest temple in Stay-
vesant plice an lmmense crowd ef delegates and
others from all parts of the country. The business
of the Aspembly continues during the week.

Reporis of the most interesting discourses of the
pastors, delivered yesterday, will be found below.
The congregations of suburban churches, as will be
seen, are beginning to be swelled by recrults from
the city, who take early flight from the dust and
heat.

LYRIO HALL

The Decoration of Soldiers’ Graves—Ser-
mon by the Rev., 0. B, Frothingham.
All the possible vagariea of the weather have no

@fMect upon the cougregatlon at Lyric Hall. The

sattendance was large and select yesterdsy morn-

ing. The Rev. Mr, Frothingham preached on the
decoration of soldiers’ graves which takes place
on next Friday. This obacr;ruuce, he began, has
grown into an institution, and we appeal to the
hearta of men and women to mingle in the as"

seclatio., We have few solemn festivals, but
this has elements in it so tender and
grave that the significance of It cannot

be 1lost, and it tonches the most solemn parts of
our souls, The association of flowers with the
grave has a very deep significance. The graves of
the old and young, the worn and falot at heart,
are decorated allke with flowers, Even grim
?Emudox.r covers it casket with these

: BENEDICTIONS OF NATURE.
'fhll association of fdowers with gravestones
shows the new birth of a sentiment In connection
with natare, Death has always been associated
with natare. The [dea of naturs was that it repre”
fpnted the opposite of God, 1t was represented as
i power of darkness and of itself deadly. Nature,
fin and evil were always associnted together, The
natural lile was the esensusl life.  Death
was the offspring of nature, The confict
of religion  wag to Dbreak the bond
of mature, and 18 the  doetrine of the
Charch to-day. The flower [ndes because the
breath of the Lord blew upen it. What a new
light is thrown upon natare now and upon all
nstural things! All modern poetry 18 iull of na-
ture, beauty and freshness, and sciepce |8 de-
voting fwself to the study of nature, Even the
Ereau ler scatters fdowers through his sermon.

oes not death share the glory ol this transfigura-
tlont When the human organization becomes
unfit for the soul’s environment the golden chuin
ahould be snapped, the bond broken and the use-
less frame committed to the dust,

DEATH OPENS THE DOOR
into the future, takes awny the useless and in-
capable, and the fresh, bright aod strong, Itis
death 1ssues an Invitation to the new comer to the
feast of lite. He must learn nature’s laws and then
the young will ot be taken away. Flowers show
8 tender leeliag towards the dead, and they
preach sermons in their own way. The ceremony
Of putting flowers upon the
(RAVES OF SOLDIERS
I8 & very appropriate giit, becanse the flowers ex-
press tenderness and pity. They drop & tear on
the grave, and it i8 one that must nterpret (tself.
We do not put olive branches on the grave,
poor crown them with laurels, but sumply drop a
tear nf&gmmnde and regret, They were not all
neroes, Some were adventurers with lttie thougng
for the country in whose canse they lell. They all
obeyed the same decree and were st last coversd
by Mother Earih. Fhey oXplated the same errors
a0d stood side by slde, " They were all soldiers and
moved to the front when the srder cume, There-
fore spread flowers on all the graves, Did our dead
alone leave home and family? Some entertain s
feeling of distinction between the dead that keeps
them from participating (o the services. Did not
destitution and death mewn as much to them as
0 us? What a woerld of sorrow is buried in the
CONFEDERATE GRAVES!

Let the Northermer drop a tear into a Southern
grave and the Southerner one into a Northern
!ﬂte. The very war tuat made our Sorrow made
neirs, and ir they dug cur graves we dug theirs.
Nature makes no di=tinction, The grass is as
green and the oew glitters as brightly on their
Kraves as on ours. Heroigm on the one side im-
nlea heroism on the other. It was a struggle of

roes. They were Americans and brothers,
and they fought for what they considered the
cause of thelr country, but were overwheimed by
nmmbers ut last, They lought In an unholy cause
and were rebels and traitors against their mother
country—against the government that had always
wished them weil. They were the champions of
slavery and despotism.  But were we all innocent
;.::Ltmr all guilty ! The past is past, and lec it be

8T, PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.

Sermon by the Rev. Father McNamee=
“The Ascension of the Lord"=Its Sig-
niticance and Triumphant Results,

A lurge congregation attended high mass at the
Cathedral yesterday with the usual apparent se-
gree of devotion. Ewverything loeked cheerial
The aun poured in upon the alsles fn all its bril-
lamey, casting the variegated shadows of the
stained windows upon the ornamentations of the
Interior, making roseate checks and blue Spring
tollets look brilllant. The altars were, as |8 cus.
tomary, richly decorated. The Rev. Father
Kearney officlated as celebrant, the Very Rev.
Viear General Quinn assisting in the sanciuary
The sacred music was excecdingly well executed
by the organist, Mr. Gustavus Schmit, jand the
cholrrondered the solus and quartets with grand
and poetic effect,

The sormom; which was preached by the Rev.
Father McNamee, was on “The Ascension of Our
Lord into Heaven.” Aflter reading she Guspel of
the day he chose his text from St. John, xvl., —
“It I8 expedient for you that I go, because U I go
not the Paraclete will not come 1o you." The great
feat of the ascension, which was the crowning

work of our Baviour's career, was worthy of deep
conalderation and universal acknowledgment, ns
that which augments the fatth and Increnses the
arnest and stralght-thinktog Chris-
manhood, in &ll the

.Iﬁliln forth from His lowly habitedion In Naz-
areth to oargy out the will of His Father,  All that
Was Decessary 10 mccompiish this nbgu.'.t He per-
formed without hesitation of rest, untll shad da,
wlﬂl,“ﬂn another Isane, He mounted the rogge:
heights of Calvary, bearing with Him the wood for
the sacrifice which he himsell was to expldte—as
the Lamb that was slain for the sins of the world,
!n““ n:lcr l&wun aad :Ezm;:mnt ;fn::mﬂgl
nt forty § 0D ear uring which time He

huu.tpl.iu church upon ¢ throne so solid and mag-
pificent that all the attacks of ages bave not been
able to subject or sebhvert it

butle wag by Bis asceusion De robed Hunsel ln

the majesty and glory of His Father, sitting at His
right Il.lut{ B ﬂl&ﬂlﬂll’ between Him and l‘f:rguol‘-
Iu"léjé cresture whom He had come on h te
redeem,

Why did Jesns leave His apostles desolate and
lonely aiter those innumerabie hours whioh they
shared in His companionshipr The words of the
text were sufoient answoer to this—'Itis expe-
dient,” He satd, * for you that I go, because i 1 Lo
not the Paraciete wili not come tr you” 1t wWai
thus He promised “that He would seud the Hely
Ghost—Lhe suirit of truth—wlich was .o teash them
ull things snd sbide with them lorever,” Did He
leave uny memento—uny real representation of
I personality bemod ? Most assuredly. In
the holy sacrament of the aitar He has leit us
limsell, coutinued the preacher. In that saor-
tices which He himsell predicted should be aniver-
sully acknowledged nom *“the rising of the sun Lo
the gomg dovu thercol” He has leit ua in the
blessed eucharist His body ana blood, soul and
divinity, really and truly present, and therelore re-
mains « it us to the end o1 time—tae only difer-
ence belng tuat as Jesus walked the streets of
Jerusnlem He was visivie to all, wile in the divine
sacrament, which He himsell Insthvated, and trans-
mitted power to his aposties nnd their suecessors
to pe, petuate, He remuns invisiole 10 tie Duinun
eye, although visibie to the eye ou faith, The rev-
erend prescher concinded by exhorting all present
to wvall themselves ol the grat.tuoe of the Lord
Jesus Uhrist proving themselves worthy of the
numerous benelity He had confterred upon them.

Next Sunday being Wuolt Sunday, & grand
pontiical high mass will be celebrated In the Ci-
th;dn:l. at which the Most ltev. Archblsiop will
omMcinte,

ALL BOULS' CHUROH.
Past and Present=Sermon by the Rev.
Oscar Clute,

The sermon at All Souls' church, Twentieth street
and Fourth avenue, was preached by the Rev. Uscar
Clute, of Newark. He took his text [rom the
Ecclesiastics, L, 9. One of those meteors, he sald,
that swept sometimes down on the felds of art und
literature proclalmed that he celebrathd himselr,
1t was one of the%presenvaims of men to celebrate
themselves and glorily the times in which they
lived. Politiclaps said this was the only country
in the world worth Uving lo; thal here were the
noblest men and the purest women; magazines,
and newspapers glorifled the present age us the
greaiest the world ever saw, Wasd. thera any
foundation for the lofty opinions of these men of
themselves and the tumes in which they lived? Was
there any good reason why they should sing such
apoem of the present time and forget all that the
past had doue lor them? There never Wwas &
grander time than the present; there never was a
grander tune for those who had their work to do

in this world, Now wasd the accepted time for all
who would not be lnggards or cowards in the great
battle of Ule. It was true, in some measure, that
there was no new thing under the sun.  ‘The
supnshing was no more bright, the winds
wiuspered mnot more musically than they
had  done o the thousands of years thal
had gone by, All the phenomena of the ma-
terial world occurred then just as they did now,
If they could trust human reason, the millions of
worlis that they could seg with me telescope
obeyed the same mighty rule that this world did.
There really bad been no new thing under the sun,
A regards the realm ol thowght, tivis was also true
in n‘meunure. Man's progress wias not 5o much
malked by absolutely new d.scoveries as by am-
yrovements and new applications of old things.

a0 Ruw the beautles ol nature in anclent tiges,
and a fame of poetry leaped up, but the poets of
the present age could not surpass Homer and
Virgil, They had evidences that tunnels and other
works of the anclents surpassed anytling they
could boust of,

But surely men would say that humanity had
reached u greater spiritual light, Muoch had been
done to lead the great surgig moss of humanity
out of darkness into llght, There were some
people who talked of new religious truths that
were unknown to Job and David, but this assertion
had no real foundation.

God wus the same yesterday as to-day and for-
ever. Hemembering that there wiaa no new thing
ander the sun, let them ook at the changes that
were ever golng torward in matter and in man, The
more clearly they could perceive eternal truth the
more woula they appreciate the manner in which
they manlfested themselves in the past, There
always had peen in matter and in man an element
of progress; but this progress did not come
through new elements, but through ch in the
elements that were already there. There had been
a great many changes, but it was thought that no
new lorces or elements had been introduced. The
had all seen changes in the forms of already exis
Ing elenients. One class made the pist its tyrant;
the other would not have the thought and the in-
apiration of the past even as guides of the present,

‘hat now wAs to hinder the combination of these
two elements of good? Because they believed in
yesterday must they reject to-day? How deep were
those In error who rejected all the good of the
pust, and how foolish were they who would eramp
Christianity imto the unsuitable forms of the past,
The practical question of the honr was :—How shall
the everlasting Gospel be tnught in {orms that
are sulved to the ever-changing times!

OHURCE OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY,

God as o Consuming Fire—Sermon by
the Rev. Mr. Pullman.

The departure on Saturday of the Rev. Dr.
Chapin for Euarope on his Summer vaeation was
sensibly manifest in the diminiahed attendance at
the ebhareh yesterday morning, and this notwith-
standing the fact that during lls absence the Rev.
Mr. Puollman's congregation met also (n this
chiurch for religious worship. The Rev. Mr. Pull-
man preached the discourse from the text Hebrews,
XlL, 20—""For our God I8 a consuming fire,” This
highest trpth of the world it took w long time to
find out, And yet iL. was & most slmple
truth. This great troth was that this world
18 ruled by love. It was the love of God which sur-
passeth the understanding. There were three
grades of Jove. The first was that Inducing to
#eek compantonship—the gregariousness of man.
This was o gelflsb love. The next was that holding
society together, This was o higher love—eur fam-
iy love, our church love, society love. The third
14 God'd love—the highest, greatest, strongest love
~0lall, The consuming fire was not the old hell. It
wis the fre that burned ns clean, It carried with
1t an awful wrror or o cheerful promise. Ged
came #8 the ouly possible hope, He wouid
burn all that was destructible out of them—all that
Was unclean and unholy., False notions led you
abroad as to the views of this Church, It seemed
to many that the foodgates of evil were opened by
the doctrine that every human soul, however
wicked, would be saved at last,  On the contrary,
theirs was not a doctrine likely to encourage men
o thelr ains,  God was against 8in, and as He was
agalnst sin He was for the sinner., God loves us—
that is why He hates sin. ‘The theology fonnded
on man's dread of pain appeals to man to be
gooi 8o #8 to avold pain. Not the selfish can ap-
precipte the great law of God, but only the spirit-
usal and aspiring. The fire of God's eternal love
lays hold of everything: It burna all that will burn,
The fire tries every man's work and proves what
sort of work It 15, Man may Kill his body 3 but the
soul has no weapons for killing itseif. God's laws
Aare working all the time, They might banish, as
they think, God for s time : but God's consuming fire
wils ut work all the time, Everything not rightly
bullt goes away in smoke end fdame. All the
while God's love will parsue them,

OHURCH OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL.

The *“Little Sisters of the Poor"=A Noble
Appeal to the Christian World,

The following sermon was preached at the Church
of St Vincent de Paul yesterday, in Twenty-third
street, by the well known French preacher, Father
Ronay (—

I have, he eald, the noble privilege, my
brethren, of appealing to you to-aay on beéhalfl of
the aged poor. In my previons sermons [ have
gpoken of the young who need our fostering aid,
but to-day my topic will be the aged poor and their
protectors “the Little Sisters of the Poor.” These
old people, for whom I plead, whose sands of life
have nearly run out, whose weak and tottering
Mmbe need support, are treated with leving kind-
ness by the “Little Sisters,”  The helplessness of
old age In no wise resembles that of yonnger
Years, for youth daily gains strength, while old age,
B8 B necessary appanage, has given up ail hope,
und leeks forward with pleasure afd happiness to
the crossing of that bouroe from which no traveller
returns, Youth looks forward to bright days; old
age looks back mercly to a long vista of sutly
spent years, The exigencies of old age have become
doubled by blighted hopes, and peevishness and

perulousness are often 8 ruling charueienstie,

erhips the veteran sufferer may have been dis-
carded by his ramily or have undergone the sorrow
of possessing thankless cnlldren.  add to this the
proverbial injustice of the world, ealumny, the loss
of old irlends, and It will be seen that old age has
many sorrows, Of course 1 am not allading 1o
woll educated oid age, which 19 llable to the soften.

ing influence of religious Instruetion; but 1 allude
to the poor old man struggling apart from family,
With his %rur hairs against him and musery sturing
him in the face. The Church of Christ, by the
medium of the Little Sisters ol the Poor, here steps
in to s relief, The love of kith and Kin |8 far sur-
passed by the love of the “Littie Sisters,'” who con-
tialn In themselves the entire love of mother, wile
and slster, for they are sanctitled o thelr tagk by
the help of Goa Almighty, Color nnd roce are as
naught to them, for the worid I8 thelr brother,
and they have abandoned fsther, mother and
family, all for Christ's sake, This is the great
Catholic miracle. I remember once how that
noble priest Plerre Claves devoted hunsell to the

helping of the mnegro race, and one day
arrived at @& negro’s hut, where [t oceu-
ant  was wounded, and In a condition

P
of fiith and squalor, Clavet turned back aghast,
but subsequoently returned and kissed his sufering

brother and dressed his wounds, thereby congquer-
lug bumseld, The Order of tue Little Sisters
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about thirty years old, and ita principles are poverty
and atrict obedience to the commands of the Supe-
rior, who spraks as God. [ remember, at Varenncs,
ALX Blsters who had only two palrs ol shoes among
them, (ne day one of them, while begging for her
poor, was struck lu the face, Bhe suld—*That
was for me, sir; now give me something for my
poor.” In Franoce, lately, Archbishop Dupanloup
says, they declined receiving a gitt of 126,000 francs.
T'wo Americaus lately virited our prinel heme
in this city and saw s beaptidul Little sister wish-
ing the ulcerons teet of & Airty old man and attend-
Ing to his wants with & mother's leve, and the
visitors were surprised to learn that she received
no wages. lu Franoe there nre about one hundred
apd twenty houses ol the Little Sisters, In Amer-
fcu we have filteen houses, notably at New Orjeans
and Brooklyn, und tlake charge ol over two thou-
sand poor. We can obtain food for our poor from
the Kind friends ol the Little Slsters, but we want
funda tor building operations, and 1 now ap) to
you to give liberally for Christ's sake; and, in cob-
elusion, | would sasy what Father Pierre Felix smd
at Notre Dame, in Paris, while u}:‘reulnu on behall
of the Little Sisters, viz. :—'‘Remember that any
one of you may be glad to il into the hands of the
Little Sisters should misfortune overtake youl"

A very large amount ol funds was collected in
ansawer to the appeal,

BT. FPRANCIS XAVIER'S OHUROH

Close of the Misslon=—A Great Work and
Gratifying Results—A New Church To
Be Built.

The mission of the Jesult Fathera at their churoh
in Bixteenth street closed last night as auspiclously
a8 It began, The earnest lubors of the goou fathers
have bronght forth good fruit, and many reclaimed
souls will have resson to remember long the
week of the great festival ol the Ascension. At
solemn high muss yesterday, us well as at the after-
noon and evening services, the little chureh waa
crowded. At high mass Rev. Father Glackmeyer
dellvered one of those eloquent and \mpressive ser-
mers which the occasion of & mission calls forth,
and he besought his hearers not to lorget
the lessons tanght them during the mission. The
results of the good work have been very gratilying.
Hundreds have been drawn to the participation of
the sacraments who neglected theiwr religious
duties for yoars; lukewarm Catholics have been re-
claimed and no Insignificant number of converts

have been recetvea into the bosom of the Catholle
Church, The inadequacy of the church in point of
Aize to nccommodate the pari®hioners has led the
Jesuit Fathers to consider the question of emctlng
8 new stately buuding, more in Keeping wit

the dignity of the order, the necessities of

the parlsh and the comfort and conven-
lence of the congregation on  Sunday, To
this end they have purchased & very

large portion of the adjolning property, and pre-
pose bulding & church extending (rem SBixteenth
to Fifteenth street, 100 feet [ront and 200 feet in
depth, According to the ﬁ:uns it will be, excepting
the new Cathedral, the flnest Catholic church in
the city. An appeal hus been made by Rev, Father
Merrick, the pastor, for nasistance to carry out and
complete this noble deslgn. The present church
wihil remain as 1t 18, ana after the completion of the
new bullding wili be used as a coliege chapel. At
high muss yokterday the choir, largely increased
for the occasion, sung Mozart's ‘Twelflth Mass,
This work is Irequently heard in this elty, but
seldom recelves justice from the hands of choirs
or organists, 1t would be difficult to recall a ren-
dering o 1t a8 spirited, correct and edective as
that of yeaterdny. This was Princlpsl!y owing to
the woility of the organist, Willinm Berge, who, dis-
carding thy usual accompaniments to be found in
Novello's editions, selected an old German arrange-
ment ol the organ part, in which everg orghestral
eflect from the fall score (s retained, Thisarrange-
ment {8 extremely aificult, but It adds 4 lusire
to the glorious vocal parts almost as vivid
a8 wvioling, reeds and brasses conld effect.
The cholr 18 8o well trained (hat even
the formidable fugue At the end of the
“Gloria™ aid not cause them to vary from the right
path for n moment, Benediction in the afternoon,
with Berge's ‘“‘Iantum Ergo' and Lumbillotte's “Te
Deum" in the ovenmi, again testitled to the
eficiency of the choir, An organist ia to a cholr
what & pilotis to a ship. He can guide them salely
through the Intricacies of Beethoven, Haydn or
Mosart, or by his incompetency leave them hope-
lesaly ﬂ'oundering in tne quicksands of a fugue or,
concerted plece. Work on the now charch will be
commenced at an carly date, and gartuml next
year Pentecost will be duly celebrited in 1t,

At four o'clock P. M, the reverend Father agam
preached to over flve thousand wWomen—every
available part of the church being densely
thronged, including galleries, aisles and portico
while crowds lined the street outside who coul
not find entrance. At eight o'cleck the indcfatl-
gable priest again preached to over three thou-
sand wen, pot & single female belng in the church.

8T, STEPHEN'S ROMAN OATHOLIC CHUROH.

Sermon by the Rev. Dr. MeGlynn—An
Appeal for the Pope=St, Stephen’s
Home for Destitute Children—Congre~
gational Singing.

At St. Stephen’'s church yesteraay there wnaa
large comgregation at high mass, many non-
Catholics being present, as well as a considerable
number of persons from other parishes, attracted,
no doubt, by the novelty of congregational slaging
and the beauty and dignity of the ceremonial with
which the services are conducted in that spacions
and beautiful temple of God. To the non-Catholie
observer, who sees only the outside of the Catholle
religion, the judicloud combination of that which
affects the senses and touches the heart must have
been an edifylng spectacle. The mnsle was
rendered with characteristic ekill by the eholr,
under the direction of the organist, Mr. Danforth,
while the singing of the responses by the faithful
worshippers present added an unusual impressive-
ness and completeness to the services. The Rev.
Father Power, who has a particularly youthfal and
snintly appearance on the aitar, celebrated the
high mass in a graceful and dignifled manner,
After the first gospel the Rev. Dr. MeGlynn
ascended the pulpit and read

A CIRCULAR LETTER

from the moat Reverend Archblshop McCloskey, an-

nouncing that the annual collection for the Holy

Father would be made in all the charches of the

archdiocese en Trinity Sunday, Junes, He then

an a4 that @ t would be glven in the

Academy of Music in ald of St Stephen’s Home

for destitute children. Having read the gospel and

epistle of the Sunday, he said:—The words which

I have read to you can, I think, without much

straining be applied to our obligation to help onr

Holy Father in his great need and do what we can

to provide for the wants of the destitute little

ones who find a home in the orphanage nnder the
shadow of this church. All Catholics admit that
they are bound, not only in charity but in justice,
to contribute to the support of their pastors and

ald them in their necessitlea, Can anyone hesitate
&0 recognize s duties te
"“THE PASTOR OF PASTORS,"

the {flustrions Pontiff, who occufles the chair of
St, Peter ¢ He Isin the midst of diMculties and
danger. He has been nrlEperI of s temporal
Kingdom and deprived of the revenues attached
toit. Convents of holy men and women have been
suppressed, thelr prorerty cunflecated and the in-
mates driven by cruel laws from their sacred re-
treats to geek protection and assistance at the
centre of eatholiclty from the Viear ol Christ.
These urgent calls on the eharity and saympathetic
heart of the Pope have impoverished the Papal
treasury, and make it an imperative duty on us to
contribiite lberally on the occaslon of the annual
collection for the Holy Father. Your generosity
and liberality are well known to me, and | have no
aoubt that you will priactically recognize yonr
duties to the soverelgn Pontif by giving
largely of your means to help him to act the
part of lather to these nuns and monks and priests
wlho have been thrown on N8 charity. The clalms
of the inmates of St Stephen's Home on your
charity are clearly founded on the injunction of
the prince ol the aposties in to-day's epistie, “But,
above all things, have a mutual charity amon
yourselves, for charity covereth a maltitude
Bins; using hospitality towards one another withe
out murmuring.” It is

A FREQUENT REPROACH OF OATHOLICR
in this city that they do not look after the desti-
tute children of their poorer brethren, but leave
them to be cared or by non-Catholic societies—a
burden on Protestant charity, There |8 but too
much truth in that reboke, onsands of Catho-
lie children have been taken and previded for by
non-Catholle assoclations; but their redemption

from misery and want has Dbeen
the price of the inestimable gift of the
true faith. This congregation has done Ite

Rurt towards removing that just rerntl. We
ave an orphanage, or rather a home for destitute
chilldren, attached to the church, upder the eare of
the good Sisters of Charity, where every attention
4 paid to the corporedl and spiritual wants of the
Inmates. And I do not see any qnod rensen why |
shouid not extend the sphere of 1ty vaefulness, anc
in time become quite o large institation. You can
materially nelp it hy patronising the concert 0 be
given in ald of it by the members of
HT. STEPIEN'S MUSICAL ASS0OCIATION,

And T would here cominend to your earnest at-
tention the merits of that excellent society, by
wWhich a leve for sacred music |s fostered and
tralned, RBefore closing, it may be well to make a
faw remarks on congreyational singing, It is net
an innovation, as some suppose, It 8 but &
partinl return to the diseipling of the Charch of the
enrly ages, and In fact In conformity to the prac-
tee n many Kuropeay countries, The very lorm
of the mass and the spirit of the Churcn expect the
congregation to reply to the salutations of the oM.
clating priest, ns inus votiscwm (the Lord be
With you), ef cum sparite tuo (aod with lI:jy Apirit),
&o,, clearly show. Again the mass is evide r'*{ -
vided into three parts—the priests, the trained
choirs anpd the ocongregntions, Conﬁ’nr;ﬁnuoml
snging 18 noth: more than the fa taking
thelr ewn part lo the services, Aud that you may

‘stored to His 1avor,

take your part well 1t 1s NeCeRAEry TNat
rticipate in the services a uurnluuuﬂ:
o your nest and you will soon have commutted to
memory the a edly short responses and the
glnm chant; and then you will truly your
eartahtu :.Jod in the solemn stralns of In Grego-
rian chan

FIFTH AVENUE REFORMED OHUROH

Sermomn on the Truth of the Christlan
Meligion=The Mission of Ohrist and Its
Fultilment=—The Ascension and Its Re~
salis.

Yesterday morning Dr. Ormisten was absent from
nis church and Dr. Vermilyea teok lils place. After
the prayer and singing of the hymn Dr. Vermilyes,
taking s tgxt from one of the Episties of Paul,
preached on the inherent truths of the Christian
religlon and the many evidenves which exist that
it i8 founded on all that is righteous and readily de-
monstrable. He spoke of the'residence of (lod—of
tho evidence that G d had a place of abode, In
the: old time His holy speakers sald that God had

seversl residences—one the Ark of the Covenan

and owanlt} the highest being the heaven o
heavens, Hut it was evident in all this that there
was gome place, ‘I'he Tabernacie was the place
where God dwelt on earth among men and heaven
the place where he dwells among the angels and
disembodied spirits of the saved, among the cheru-
bim of glory. There, peated on the throne, He
was enabled to allow mercy to override strict jus-
tice. Onrist had made man promjises to
us, and one of them was that one day we
should, under certalu conditions, be wil
and see him lo lheaven., This pi

bad been made and Christ had pleased
himsell to Mifll it. His promise wWas fent—
all-suMeient, This indeed was no special work of
Christ in heaven, It was told us in the Holy Serip-
tures that Christ was risen (rom the dead and had
ascended into ven, The speaker was talking
of wonderiul ¢ , and we were to belleve they
were true and accept ticm ; but If these things be
not true, then the Bible 14 not true, and then all
our hopes of an alter liie, of a redemption, must
vanish. One necessily brougit on another, It s
certain, then, that Christ was taken up te heaven
and in the body. How this was done, of course we
eannot understand, but we may sup that there
Was some change 1o his body, though he was Still
material, having ascended In his earthly shape.
Some people doubt, therefore, that Christ is to
enter into the presence of God the Father, but
that he remains in some outer. court. But we
have nu ressvon to belteve this, Onhrist has ne
into the presence of His neavenly Father, and there
he intercedes for us, He went there for us, and to
satisly the law He must be made perfect, All the
prophecies of the Ol Testmment and the subpe-
qﬁwnt. developments of the New Testament prove
the truth oi the Christian religion, and that we
cannot but love and revere the One who sacriticed
Himsell jor us,

BT. LUKE'S METHODIST OHURCH

The Paternity of God—Farewell Sermon
of Bishop Foster.

Yesterday morning the pulpitr of 8t. Luke's
Methodist Episcepal chureh, in Forty-first street,
was occupled by Bishop K. 8. Foster, D. D, who
was announced to deliver s parting discounrge pre-
vious to going upon an episcopal tour to Eumpﬁ and
South America. Alarge congregation was present,
filling the church to repletion. Alter the custemary
introductory devotional exerclses, Bishop Foster
sald that 1t was |wenty-three years ago that day
since he first opened his mouth in this city as the
pastor of the then Mulberry street (now the St.
Paul's) church of this city; and after the lapse of
the period spoken of, during which time ke had
been mostly employed as a pastor inNew York,
he was about to retire from its neighborhood,
not simply for the journey, to which he saw refer-
ence was made in the public notice of the service
of that day, but permanently. It was, therefore,
with no ordinary emotion that he looked upon the
faces of many to whom he had minlatered for
nearly a quarter of a century; to whom he was
endeared hy most cordial and tender friendships,
and in whose families he found not only an exter-
nal home, bunt a residence in the heart. The
Blshop then prooeeded to deliver an able dis-
course, taking for his text Ephesians iil, 16—"0r1
whom the whole family in heaven and earth la
mtlnllmdﬁ";. In lus introductory remarks the preacher
sald tha

SUPERSTITION BEGRIMS THE CHARACTER OF GOD, g
setting Him forth under ¢very hideous conception
of which the mind of man was capable, and
clothing Him with the aspect of Lerror and abhor-
renge. It invariably missed the only true conce
tion ol the oharscter of God, which was, that He
is a belog of inefable and nfinite tenderness and
love, and pnqumr Christian theology falls but little
short of the hideous portraiture given of God by
the grose superstitions of ignorani and terror-
stricken men. From many & Christian ]{ulpit He
has been Fo represented as to chill the blood and
to %u;n the heart stand still with terror, as if He
were a monster, who created only that He might
have the delight of destroying; who begut
children only that He mught devour t’ham with in-
execrable cruelty In their helplessness and fraiity;
as il He took knowledge;of the sins of men only that
He might spy out thelr Infirmitles and sins
and hasten to thelr destruction, and as if it re-

uired influite pleadings, repentances and humilia-
tions that His erring children of earth might be re-
Such was not the character of
God given In the Holy Scriptures, nor as set forth
in the history of Hig providential action and In all
departments of Hia aectivity, and certalnly such
was not the character of God aa it was revealed to
us in and by Jesus Christ, Jesos seemed to come
from the heavens that He might teach the stricken
andyrightened children of the world, who in their
glns were airaid of God, that He was not an object
ol terror, but rather

A TENDER AND LOVING FATHER,

who knew them only tp do them good; who
watched over them and made Himselfl acquainted
with thelr wants and woes and gins; not to
punish or to hasten with lmqaenohn'bln fires
to burm them, but that

tract  them  with volees of
and love to His bosom; that He might Kiss
them with tears of tenderness and sweetness and
pay to them, * My children, thy sins, which were
many, are all forgiven thee."” He (the Bishop) was
a firm believer in the doctrfine that all the attrib-
utes of God—omnipotence, omniscience, holineas
and justice—were but forms of love. The idea of
the fasherhood of God was eloquently elaborated
and the stalement made that in the construction of
the material universe its Maker, like an artist
whose genius gngd skill had produced a great work—
he admired and pronounced 1t very good, but he
did not leve it. e universe was created lor the
tenancy of God’s children. The Bishop proceeded
to elucldate his text by showing that the angelic
and saintly inhabitants of the celestial world and
the children of God on earth were parts of one
family. He alluded pathetically to the members or
the congregation who had passed away during the
years of their acquaintance, and dwelt In glowing

strains upon
THE BLISSFUL FUTURN

that awalted God's childrem after they left the nar-
gery of the present state and were lntroduced to
the fanuly circle of their older brethren in heaven.
In cloumr he pald he wasgoing npou a journey of

000 miles, and If during the mr he should ke
called to depuart from this mortal state, he had the
firm faith that he would enter inte life, and hoped
to meas them all before the throne of the Eternal,
After the sermon Bishop Foster made an earnest
sppenl to Irid (riends in behalf of those studenta in
the Drew Theological Seminary who necded pecn-
niary help in preparation for the work of the
ministry. It seemed from his statement that o
number of Methodist Indies in New York formed
themsolves inte a_soclety called the “McClintock
Association,” in honor of the distinguished first
President of the Drew Seminary (the Presidenc
of which Bishop Foster has just re: ed), a
through thelr efforts & number of students were
asalsted In the prosecution of their studles. There
were over a hundred young men now in the insri-
tation, nnd be (the Bishop) pressed upon his hear-
ars, 88 o parting word, that they would see to it
that these young ministers were helped In pre-
paring for the great work of the Christian ministry.

FATHER FLATTERY'S NEW OHURCH.
Sorvices Yestorday at 106th Street and

Second Avenue for the First Time~An

Immense Congregation Formed=Move.

ments of the Futare.

Services took place for the first time at the new
Roman Catholie ¢hurch, corner of 106th ssreet and
Sccond avenue, yesterday morning. Archbishop
MeCloskey has selected the Rev, Hugh Flattery to
take charge of the new parish. This district
promises to be one of the most influential In the

metropolis after it has been properly organized,
The Immediate vicinity of the ediflce ewill
be rapidly bullt to present

s, "and "the " Catnol |
appearance Jatholle pulntion
is comstantly Increasing. A large hml&gn on the
corner of 106th street and Second avenue I at
present occupled by Father Flattery, in the rear of
which he Intends te ercct within the next two
months & temporary -frame church. Yesterday
morning _mass was celebrated in this buollding.
Crewds flocked to both of the masses, and ot lute
urvle‘:n hupdreds had to leave without being able
to enter.

Father Flattery's popnlarity as a preacher and an
able Catholle divine haw endeared him to those of
nis faith throughont the entire city, Previous to
his departure from St Teresa’s church, corner of
Rutgers and Henry streets, where he labored
fer some &#lx years, the pariehloners ol
that distriet presented him with nearly
five thousand dollars. Thie was given a8
o personal compliment to the reverend gentleman
and exhibits the earnest feeling of love and respect
entertained for him by residents of the parish
where he has lavored so long and so fatthiully,
The ladies vied with the geatlemen in this com-
pliment, They held their meetings and con-
tribnted over one thousand dollars towards this
object, the gentiemen contributing over three
thousand dollars,

residents of Dys new varish have Oaely

entered into the spirit of advancement of

loity in the upper districts ofthe city. At last
mMAss , ther Fiattery annosunced & meet-
ing of the | 8, 10 take the

the o on

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.

PLYMOUTH OHUROH

M, Beechor om the Letter and the Spirit
of the Word-A Sermom on the Sermon
on the Mount—The Folly of Non-Re-

istancolPrincipies and Unl 1 Char.
ity—A Tribe of Indians Won't Make

One Average Yankee.

Mr. Beecher preached Yeatorday morning to s
congregation, not diminished In numbers by the
heat of the day, a companlon sermon to that of the
previous Sunday*morning on the letter and spirit

of his parish,

.of the Beriptures. He selected for his texs the

lase clause of the sixth verse of the seventh chap-
ter of Romana,—*That we should serve in newness
of epirit, and mnot In the oldness of the
letter.,! The larger part of mankind, sald Mr,
Beecher, are morally and Intellectually lazy. They
prefer to reap the benefit of thought without
thinking, to have the pathway Inld down for their
thought, 8o that they shall have no more trouble
a8 to knowing right or wrong than the locomotive
has to know the road on which it travels. It travels
upon It for twenty years and s not more intelligent
at the end than It wes at the beginning. Men
would have their thought very much in the same
wuy, Everybody wants to go right without any
trouble to bimself. The woman sald to the
Saviour, “Give me water, so thaj 1 shall not have
to come to thia well to draw." It 18 the
gpirit of this woman that animates mankind.
Man desires s0 to regulate himsell that he shall
NEVER (GO WERONO,

and the best way to do that would be never to go
at all, But the only thing which does go wrong is
that which has life, The majority of men, there-
fore, want a priest. We may talk as we llke about
being priest-ridden ; but all men want a priest to
ride, They want & church that shall supply their
religlon for them. Now it ls a aistinet peculiarity
of our Savionr's teaching that it cannot be taken
literally ; nelther can it be easily explained. These
sayings of Jesus excite men; they don't end con-
troversies, they produce them, They therefore de-
mand irom everyone the exercise of juigment and
the: rlght use of it. The whole Bible, therefore,
atms to produce a self-rogistered manhood. The oid
Testument lailed to do It, and If to the present there
has been a failure to do it It Is becanse men
have interpreted the New Testament in _the Levit-
ical method, rather than in the apirlt of the New
Testament. In the light, then, of these general
Ermcipleu he proposed to direct the attention of

18 hearers to words of Seripture that had nota
m[\{uhiunl or an internal or spiritual meaning, buy
wilch wera consldered generally as cutward and
easlly understood, and show how they must be
reflected upon ana spirituslly discerned before
their true meaning was attained, He would, there-
fore, take the Sermon on the Mount—a sermon
which {8 ag much believed in by theista as by
Christians. There was no part of the Seripture
that required more responsibility of thougnt and
exorcise of judgment than this. Mr, Beccher said
he would take up some day, if he lived, the

POLITICAL ECONOMY|
of the Sermon on the Mount and preach a series of
sermons thereon. He then proceeded to consider
the teachings of Chriat as to physical force and the
right of men to employ other than moral agencles,
“Unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek oller
Also the other.” Ifthat were to be taken literally,
there was no right of physical force; then, if the in-
dividual had no right the family had no right, the
city had no right and the nation no right, To carry
out this principle to ite literal ending would send
this age to barbarism. Men are brought into dis-
cipline by a military government and by a hard
government in early times; a subsequent clvillza-
tion prepares them for these higher truths. Take the
Modocs and the Indians, Would It do anything to hel
Christianity to let them rush in and take wna
they like and make no attempt to reduce them.
The whole Christian world has c¢ertainly taken this
view, for fighting kas been the vehicle by which
civilization has been ‘prosresud. What is possible
in the apple when 1t I8 ripe 18 not possible when Lt
s green. Then you inquire, “*When may I use phy-
glcal force 17
1 CANNOT TELL.1

It is your businesa to find that out. That 18 yonr
education, Consider, too, the directions of Clhrist
a8 to umn’l#'lving—"élve to every man thot asketh
of thee.” The literal carrying out of that wonld
break up a pation and make business impossible.
It would produce a carnival ef Inziness., Tiis we
have proved to us in the Indians, who, luxurintin
In & sunny climate, have everything rthat is need-
ful to sustain life without Isbor. Briog all these
Indians together, and the lot of them would uot
muke an average Yankee. The Romish Church, by
ita doing everything for man, and taking from him
the nerve of sell-rehance, has produced nations of
mendicants. Old England, by a (alse system of
capital and the distribution of land and lator, has
produced a panperism that 18 the result of makin
proviaion for the indigent and those who canno
make a living for themselves. The rule, then, tor
the interpretation of these words of Christ as to
giving, sheuld be this:—*So far as 1 think it well I
will give,” “So far as [ think 1t beneficinl I will
distribute.” “Take no thought for the morrow!
was then referred to. To adopt this would be to
rob the world ol all the joys, the pleasures and the
delights that the world gives. The whole world

bears
A SIGNET MARR OF GOLD.

fiold was a wvery flue servant, but a very bad
master. The political economy of the Sermon on
the Mount I8 absolutely impracticable if taken
literally ; bat, If you take its spiritusl meaning, It
becomes eminently practical. The Church in two
reat systems had given an illustration of this
{hcory. In one system, under the Romish, men

were to be provided for, shought for,
gaved all  responsibilivy. This system _ or-
ganizes highly. The other asystem—the Pre-
teslranl.—-t-hrown everything on the individ-
nal,

It I8 this throwing everything on to the In-
dividual that has made America what it is: has
made old England wnat 1t I8, has made Switzer-
land what it 18, has made Geueva what it is. What
was true in the Church was true in the individuaal,
Men even in the Roman Chareh broke away from
ita enthraiment, and out of It came architects,

inters, discoverers, astronomers and great men.

t us then accept and treasure this written reve-
lation of God, and study it with the inspiring in-
fluences of His holy spirit.

HEDDING CHURCH AT POUGH-
KEEPSIE,
Sermon by the Hev., A, L. Culver on

Governor Dix's Veto of the Loeal
Prohibition Bill=Vigoroms Argumrnits.
Povonkeersig, May 25, 1873,

The Rev. A. L. Culver, of the Hedding church, of
thia city, preached a sermon to-night in answer to
the Governor's veto of the Local Prohibition biil
He took for his text “Touch not, taste not, handle
not."

He commonced by saying that temperance men
have been working and walting for a law which
would npssist them in the work of this reform,
This Jaw of Local Prohibition was not all they
conld wish, but they hatled any movement in this
direction, and when the bill was Introduced it was
consldered an advance for the better. He did not
Lelleve that public sentiment was educated 1o the

TRUE STANDARD OF PROMIBITION §
too few have their eyes open to the enormities con-
sequent upon the sale of Intoxicating lquors,
There s a Iack of (nterest necessary to widespread
reform, yet there has been a genefal sleriness,
which bid fair to successful conquests untii we ex-
perienced the sad discourngement of this veto,
However, 1 belleve the time will come when &
power will touch the pulseless form of public senti-
ment and restore It to life and activity for this great
work. Here Mr, Culver gave a digest of the provi-
slons of the bIll, He differed serionsly with the
Governor in the latter's oppoaition to making town
ofleers responsible for notliying all sellers to those
who are habitual drunkards, on the ground Lhat
the greater number held respomsible the greater

the opportunities fer detecting wrong. He
thought that mmen #shoold not be less
vigilant In suppressing Intemperance than

MUMDER UM GAMBLING,

Public men are public servants and are held re-

onsible for the performance ol the duties of their
ofMices, Mr. Culver again differed with the Gover-
nor as to the obligations of the vender of liquors,
He sald the bill had all necessary safeguards; it
provides that liquor shall be sold ouly jor specific
purposca—medicinal, mechanical, chemmafmund
spcramental—and the ‘vender 1s bound in some
way to know for what purpose he sells tne lquor.
Having a list of the drunkards he need not sell to
them, The public may object and say the vender
is liavle to be mistaken or duped by fraud or false
hood on the part ol the buyer., In answer to that
Mr. Calver sald the Iaw allows

THE VENUDER TO BE THE JUDG

and if there are any aoubts the vénder may re-
frain from allowing the iquor to 'fu

The third ebjection to the bill by the Governor
was that there 18 no limit to the number of places
and no quallileations for sellers, In this Mr. Culver
did not difer materially with the Governor,
Apeaker then passed to the consldevation of the
Governer's primal objectlons, namely, that the bill
contained a limitation of popular liberty. No one,
said Mr. Oniver, can deprecate more than Iany
measure that would nferfere with the Hights and
{Jm-llegu guaranteed to every citizen, for 1 hold
hiut we may use all that Divine Previdence has
pvlaced Lo our power only 4o LiUR Wa usa Ji 0ok Lo i

i

terfers with the rights of another; ont M
of Umitations are the blith il-or - We
1!I;'J,.lg o %“wmr&auun advan are
vl
ours, Imiklc,r are ail restricted or wﬁ Iaw,
These aame reatrictivns are found in the
‘of moral and spiritoal things. Miracles are preo-
visional laws which the Divine government
use at will. I doubt whether & law exists wit
limitations in moral, spiritusl or natural
I pelleve It 18 useless to talk m:u:i‘"
LIMITATION OF POPULAR L f
It 18 all limited. These are the saleguarda of the

The second nt s “perfect alatutory
visions are m";'xp.mar X
rrohlemltll’.o enact laws that are equitably ad-
usted to all. The olll propesed L]

people the privilege of deciding by ballot whether
or not Intoxicating lquora should be sold as &
beverage, 'iha ngrmm “,%',i l:. h:luq veto, makes

UOKS,

calling them ‘‘spirituous liguors and the lightes
beverages," and brings to support this opinion the
fact that commpnities exist in the which a desire
prevalls Lo banish spirituous liquors and leave the
""5 ter beverages' unrestgieted. Mr. Julver here
Baid, **What are ntoxicating be " has been
c.m:‘l:ea. g tlm?“ t‘ionu‘:t ol Aproulundg

3 n nce of & vast mujority of our
citlzgens. The desire of our Execusive, t fore,
to open the question 18 certainly out of place, be-
causde (¢ has been virtually settled. Tae question
latl.lad.hwe Buom.t the opinion—Is It not right te
sllow the people to decide th's matier of the sale of

intoxicatin uo independent of .
vidious e e
ernor t e blll allowed the

r

ha
good In that it privileged them te appoint or
preas the lguor t The veto xgznlclm
edgea the correctnesa of the propoasl . bat lm-
mediately denles 1t on the ground rhas 1t does not
allow the le to say whetler all or only & pars
of the tramlie shall be restricted, We resort to pre-
cedent to show how little force there 18 in the
objection., Nearly every objection aubmitted to
the peeple ia pro er con.—tor or against. The baliot
concerning the canal debt was a whole, and not a
divided ssoe, and & majority of the ballots thus
cast were to decide whether the debt should or
ahould not be padd, and not whether o part or the
wiole of it showd be capcelled. Indeed, we do
not remember of ever having an Isane snbmitted
to ua containing the elements of division, The bl
was framed In the

INTERESTS OF TEMPERANCE,

and had for ita object the restriotion by populas
Iiberty of ench and every kind and class of liguors
detriinental to tne interests ol the angla. bil
which privileged the people Lo elect what class of
liguors should be sold might with equal propriety
submit to them to say what kinds of & certain class
might be sold, and so on ad infinitum, Anything
else would be a restriction of pupular liberty, The
objection, thereiore, of the Governor, instead of
heing vald, loses its power or [orce In that it ob-
Jects too much,

In closing Mr. Culver sald:—‘John the Baptist
had his Herod, who, thromgh the witchery of &
daneing Hebe, gerved his heid on a charger. Jesus
had His Pliate, aund by the ¢lamor of an en
populace He stiled his own convictiens of right
and sent Christ, the Son of God, to Golgoths,
Governor Dix haa become the Herod of our John
the Baptist, and through the (llusions of his own
mind he has Killed by his veto the bill which was
the forerunner of pelitical and religlous lberties, ¥

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH OF
KINGSTON.

Sermon by the Rev., D. N. Vandeveres
Society Vibrating Botween Two Hx=
tromes=Undue Severity and Unright=
eons Laxity.

Kixaaron, N, Y., May 25, 1873

The large and handgome edifice of the First Re
formed chureh o1 this oty was flled this morning
by a throng of earnest devotees, who had wssem-
bled to tender their tribute of prase to the
Almighty, and to listen to an instructive and elo-
quent discourse from the lips of their talented
young pastor, the Rev. D. N, Vandevere,

After the usual opening services the reverend
gentleman took his text from Romans v., §—"But
God commendeih his love toward us, In that while
we were yet sinners Christ died for ns,” and com-
menced kis discourse by saying:—In the estimate
put upon sin socicty i3 ever vibrating between
two polar extremes—undue severity and un-
righteous laxity. In the days of the Pllgrims wvir.
tue had the Cromwellian quality. Law was sensi-
tive along every nerve; morality was painfally
gevere; the statute book was streaked with blood.
But

A BPIRIT OF EXPERIMENTALIEM

has arisen. We have drifted to the other extreme

of public oplnion, We call it an eccentricity; a dis-

ense; a natural but irresp ble tendency. Wa
sugar it over. There I8 no backbone in soclety ; no
grip to our civilization. There s a fabbiness in
popular virtue that renders it atterly useleas.

THE DIVINITY OF THE SORIPTURES

is seen in the straightforward, above-board way in

which 1t dealawith this terrible problem. It does

not affect to be shocked or startled at the out-
breakings ol evil; accepts it as o fixed fact in the
universe; calls men sinners without preamble sr
apology ; speaks of hell without making a wry face;
regards these frall and troant hearts in a real, large
wiy; talks aboursinuers, and in the same breath
whispers of divine love.

CHRISTIANITY 18 PERFECTLY SFHERED.

The next generation, pérhaps, will see the pendums

lum limited within legitimate bounds., The Bible

does not attempt to prove moral obliquity; it as
sumes it. Muan's ending |18 here; God's begin

There (8 a0 wisdom in trying to demoilsh sin wi

o handfl of prool-texts, Sin |8 & (act that proves

{tself—comes out in what man says and does, You

get ne adequate conception by observing it in

soclety; yeu do not get the depth of a well by
menasaring the circomierence of the curb. No
complete idea of fin I8 derived from the statistics
of the Penitentiary or

THE CONFESSIONS OF MURDERERS

hefore they die. Carry the torch of investigation

into your own heart, Memory and consclence say

that there have been moments when yeu were
more pure and honest and vigllant than you are
now., Every man has been tempted, and, in the
tax that has been levied on his virtue and endur-
ance, has realized the powers and nudacily ol the
enemy. He paddled far enough into the stream to
feel the dip downward of that Niagara which sinks
souls in ghastly spray.
BOCIETY I8 FULL OF MONSTERS

that prey and ravin. Trere are centuries whose

suggestive symbol wonld be a pistol ; generationa

whose volee In history s a smmothered groan.

Remove the repressive force of law and education

and religlon, and into what a hell of wickedneas

the race would go at a single bound! Civilizntion
has pushea her triumphal chariot forward like &
regiment sweeping to the front, In face of blazi

batteries and showers oi shells. Evil bas the m

ol secrecy accompanied by mest patient malignity.

Eternity will disclose s wickedness more appallin

than the vindication of ite penalty. Now, there

ereeping into soclety
A PERNICIOUS PHILOSOPHY.

Men say that the Bible descriptions are exaggen
ated—meant to startie and scare. The philosophy
of evil is eibowing aside the iact of evil, But u’m
must be s ialse phumrh,\r that ignores the exiss-
ence of sin; it 18 contradicted by every sherils
warrant and magisteate’s chair. It 18 a libel on
common sense to shackle a man for an attack of
insanity. Here Is our very peril today. Incom-
plete notions of erime produce erronecus clnﬂ:ﬂ-
tions of justice, and an lmbeclle government will
be overrun by nnroly subjects. 1t 18 not a ter:rh
to Justice, but an asylum for erime! The real I8
more preci than the accidental; character tham
condition, Manhood overtops all lte own artributes
and possibilities, The most viluuble thing In man
18 man. It {4 this that the heart loves; net intel-
ligence nor beauty. You often sce love fastened en
those who are defleient in these. Parental affec-
tlon deepens towards the idiot child, and tlus s

THE AECRET OF DIVINE LOVE TO MAN.

If God should love man because of his capacities,
then divine regard would fuctuate a8 one man was
more or less lovely—would rise and Iall as the same
man shonld be more or less eficlent at differens
thines, What are intelligenee ana skill to Him who
Is the full, round orb of all wisdom and power?
God does not love any man for us ca tlen )
absence of these does not exclwde divine [avor.
Here {8 o piatiorm on whieh

BAVAGES AND. PAGANA
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and large and nol

yon cnn‘ﬁnuarsmnd t!fn“ponlhlllty of Christ d{lu‘

for sinners, When He came Into the worlid they

liad nothing to add to the werld’s stock of digiity
and raprure, They were the appendages of
society—material to be used in the wars. But

Ohrist saw man outlined agsinst his original glory ;

saw the soul in its divine design and destiny;

knew the

SYMPATHIES AWAKENED IN HEAVEN
and umﬂe:-m:«ﬁl the exertions put forth for his ram-

som. Such pure and genereus and universnsl som-
ception of h?t:'nml.ge never arisen irom man.
It proved Christ to divine. Where I8 the evi-
Aence that Christ died for sinnerst In the New
Testament ¥ Yes, and in experience, Conversion
I8 & faot lo the werld., Thousands have become
new creatures by practising those princlples of
which Ohrist was creator and example, Just here
Is the radical weakness of scepticlsm.  That 18 &
nameless smgmny that iguores the existence of
wind when the current pressing against the
cheek. Thatls
A FLARBY PHILOROPHY
that denles the existence of what It condemni
Socloty 18 sn?mmn_{,v seifigh. There is o vulgar de=
mand for utllity, The first question asked when &
man £nocks at the door la, “What can you do?
What can you giveme ¢ How much oan you comie
tribute to the bulk of the world’s advantage ' I
you can do nothing you are worth not —you are
# cipher, and nobody cires for ciphers, This spirls
may be commercially right, but It 18 celest
wrong. You must dee man a8 Chrigt saw him—ime
Ratiea

mortal, heioved of God—and them you w
Christisnhike toward Him; then trag reforms
will set .




