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My last letter was dated from Pampeluna, and it
mformed you that 1 was walting to join a real
Aghting column, & party that meant the business
of war in earnest. As the fighting column, how-
pver, was rather slow in coming to Pampeluna, and
a8 the Maar{s press was aally stating that a battlo
was imminent befween the Carlists apd the army
pnder Nouvilas, | thought it wiser to try once more
from Viitoria.

On arriving at Castejon, where lies the juncilon
of the raliroads from Miranda to Castejon and
from Saragossa to Castejon, we heard news of a
preat battle baving. been fought at Miranda at
poon that very day, which, as yon may imagine,
was gricvous news to a Herarp speclal pound to
the same place. Buot as Logrofio, the town where
Hves Baldomero Espartero, Prince of Vergara, the
horizon oleared up somewhat, and your curre
spondent, gince he was not present, was delighted
40 bear that only four Carlists were killed and but
$wo soldiers. Two bours later we

ARRIVED AT MIRANDA,

the scene of the sanguinary strife of yesterday,
and naturally enough proceeded to inguire of every
body of the casualties suffered in the bLattle. The
pMicial account wus one licutenant colonel wouaded
in the head and one soldier In the right arm; one
fead Carllst and one prisoner, S0 much jor the re-
sults of the great batile of Mirandas.

11 1 attempted at shis time to give yon a detailed
secount of the akirmish I should have to ask you to
publish & map that you might understind what
ptherwise would be most confusing; but, briefly,
the cause of the disturbance was that Ullo and
Dorregaray, with 5,000 men, bad made

A MOST EXTRAORDINARY MARCH
from Ordufia to Miranda, a distance o forty-two
miles, This for a day’s march |8 most sarpriging; at
least the people of the village and ratlway station
of Miranda think 50, for they nave uttered in my
hearing suMcient ejaculatory expletives, If laith.
fally reported, to fill every book in Astor Library.

In a long, wavy line the 5,000 men crested the
fow, sinnous hill just in (ront of the ralway sta-
tion, stood there for 4 moment, as U to take in at a
glance the state of afMaird in the Valley of the Ebro;
then dashed down the siope, struck off in an
oblique dircction jrom the station, brushing by it
and the company of solaiers stationed there, who
fired at long range upom them, and, crosaing the
railway, took up 4 position upon the brow of a nill

opposite that on which they had first made their
sppearance. They rested here for over two hours,
while a small body of them cnt down relegraph
lines and occupied itsell In desiroying a portion of
the railroad, Having rested, the Carlisis struck off
jo & northeast direction, and were soon |ost among
mountain Instnesses.

Osher news which I received here waa that Brig-
adier Castailon, with 2,000 men, had, two hours be-
fore 1arrived at Miranda, started in hot pursuit of
the Cariists. Powers above! This nDewas
guite upset me, and I began to  thiok
that fortane, which hitherto bhad always
befriended me, had quite deserted me; so
lke & crazed madman my courier, urged by an ir-
ritated employer, ran about thie streets ofering his
kingdom for two horses and any amount ol money
besidea that rensonable men could ask for such
animals;but, alas! there were no horses at Miranda
and only wings wouid have enabled me 1o overtake
Castailon.

Towards evening, while sipping coffee dirconso-
Iately at my inn, a telegraphic response came Lo

A TELEGRAM
1 had despatched to Vittoris, which was as follows
{though you will not jump up with joy as [ did) :—

“Nouvilas, the general-in-chief, is at Vittoria.
He marches after Uarligts to-morrow with iwo col-
umos."

This was precisely what 1 wanted, As Vittoria is
but two hours' distance from Miranda by rall, Nou-
vilas might easily be reached in the early morning.

Upon arriving at Vittoria next morning I cauled
upon the ex-Minister of War and Generalissimo of
Quipuzcos, Biscay, Alave and Navarre, and, pre-
penting my credentials, begged to be permitted to
sscompany his column. The permission was read-
iy granted, upon the conditions that I should bring
my own horses and be ready within half an  hoar,

This was rather short time for preparation to sc-
company an expedition setting out for war, but,
sending my courier to purchase horses,! started off
in another direcsion to coilect the usual accontre.
ments of o camp follower, such as blankets, water-
prools, &c., &o.

APTER THR CARLISTS,

Exactly at nine A. M. that day the bugle soundea
for the march and two columns, consisung of 2,000
men each, under Nouvilas and Portilia respectively,
set ous from Vittoria to hunt up the Carlists,

The enemy, for the search o1 which this force
under Nouvilas is organiged, consists of bands of
Oarlists, under the Chiefs Ollo and Dorregaray,
and numhers Perhaps beiwegn three thousand and_

1 four thourand men—certainly not more, though I

have heard men say that the number approximated
seven shousand men.

Ollo and Dorregaray were reported to be making
for the Amescuas Mountains after thelr nnexpected
appearance before Miranda, snd Nouvilas, with his
two columne, was pow starting in hot pursult
across the beautifnl and rich plain of Vittoria.

SPANISH TROOPS
march well at all times, but the soldiers of Nouvilas
seemed gpurred on by & common ambition or ani-
mated by one sentiment, for they tore over the
chalk-white roads in a most extraordinary fsh-
ion. They had been three months after the Carlists,
marching distractediy here and there under vark
ong ohiefs, but invariably the Carlista escaped.
The Genernl-in-Chiel was alwaya frustrated in his
plans; the best Iaid achemes for the capture of the
maranding foree of Ollo gll collapsed, snd the canse
of all tbis was that eome chiel’'s colamn had nos
come up to time to close the gates, according to
the instructions of Nouvilaa. Five brigadiers were
retarned to Madrid who had been tried and found
to b vseless. Thig time, however, Nouvilas, the
Geperal in-Chirf, was almost snrej he had fonnd,
after much discouragement, faithful and troa re-
publican men as brigadiers L0 command columns,
and the confidenee with which he seemed to be
possessed Inspired the soldiers. Leaving
TUE WISTORIC PLAIN OF VITTORIA
behind ns, we were soon confronted by the natural
buttresqes, spurs, or hog's-backs as they may be
compared, of the formidable plateau of the Ames.
cuas, whose aides were perpendicular rocky walls
rising almost sheer 1500 fert above the turnpike
road along which we were then marching. Natur-
ally envogh when | saw thia long line of rocky
searp and rogged rulo of the platesn my mind
reverted to
ARYESINTAN MEMORIRS,
and | remembered well the saying of a veteran
British omecer who had witngesed tbe Carlist war
of 1833, when he saw some of the worst passes
there, Satd he, **This portion of Abyaminia reminds
me of the Pyrenees, and if this country were peopled
with Carlists very few of us, I venture Lo say, would
ever pee Magdala.™
AR WH ROBE
higher towards the clouds we obtained a sucersslon
of magoificent views of extensive tracts of level
plain, which seemed Lo be lmd out in garden
beds for u horticultural! exhibition, so kindly had
hazy distauce hidden irrecularities ol hedge and
fenee  and uncultivated tracts. The saxce'lent
turnpike roads resembled sandy footpaths, and

were fringed with the serpentine lines of
tall, vigorous poplars and weil cropped box
hedges,  Over @il floated the hage, ke a

tenuons ssure veil; and when a hait was ordered
for the rellef of weary foot soldiers struggling up
the shgreap road, the sweel metallic sound of tower
clucks added to the holy beauty of the scenes on
which onr delignted eyes rested,

AL eight P. M, the column commanded by the
General-in-Chlel in peraon entered the village of
Muaestn, while the column of Portilia fonnd refuge
for the night n & pelghboring village, Nouvilas
had very kmndly taken your hamble special under
hig own protection and ledged him with far more
consideration than bhis meiita or stale deservoed.
Ulassed a8 an ofiiclal on the stafl, I was lodged,
with my courier, in & very respectable house, and
A lapcer was detailed to look after our horses.
Ratlone of grain, bread, wine and moat were
gerved out for us in 4 most generous manoer, so
thut though the room was poorly furnished and
the walls but whitewashed, and the floor creaked
dismally under our lootéieps, we bhad no cause to
be discunteuted with the situation, taking into
cousideration the fact what the Commanding Gene-
ral wad lodged ro better.

It wus wonderful how quickly the iroops were
quartered. Though there were ounly forty-eight
houses in the village, 4,000 troops and about three
hundred horses were accommodated, ana thai very
evening every man in his heart blessed the gods
that provided sach an avundance.

Who that has been following the American army,
with Ite long lines of wagon trains, loaded with
provisions, tents and ammunition, will not remem”
ber the many inconveniences the soldler and the
camp follower sulfered ¥ Who that has been in
such a situation will not remember the hours—ihe
long, weary, drowsy hours—one had to wait, after
camp was reached, before his supper was ready,
and not envy the readiness with which fresh
wheaten bread, goed rosy wine and [resh meat
were served to us ?

QUARTERING THE TROOPS,

How different also the mode of equipping an ex-
pedition ! The soldfers start out from a large
town like Vittoria with one change of clothing and
120 ronnde of ammunition on their backs, careless of
their fate when they arrive in camp, 8o confldent
are they that at each village on the way accommo-
dation and food for man and beast will he found,

There are no wagon traips and bucking mules
and mud-drowned animals to impede the way;
there are no tenis to pitch, no fires to be Lighted,
no suppers to be cooked, mo heavr, indigeatible
bisenite; no billons, greasy, fried meat to be eaten
and kill a man's fature powers of deglution and
digestion! No; but, In striking contrast, the
Spanish soldiers march a8 if on parade—light, ser.
viceable and compact, from village to vilige and
from polnt to point.

THE CAELISTS WALK OFP.

We found thal the Carlists had passed Maestn,
on the rond towards Estella, 5,000 strong, and that
two hours only before onr arrival at Maestn a body
of seventy Carlists had taken rations and followed
the same road.

Leaving Maestn next morning, the turopike—
chalky, white and hard as iron—led to a very dif-
ferent country from the plains of Vittoria. It
wound among the defiles and narrow ravines, on
each side of which rose steep woright walls of
rock or enormous bills, ke bluut cones or lengthy
lines of forest-clad slope; but the summits of
these lills were ever half cbscured by mist and
cloud.

Those who know what a gnerilla war is know
what kind of danger surrounds the passage of such
aroad as the one | have attempted to describe,
and can imagine well how many huodred pairs of
eyes were directed towards the sullen summits
hidden in the shadow ; and how men’s hearts must
have beaten as they advance towards the base of a
more than ordinarily horrent rock or scarp. Bat
fortunately not a shot startled mns; most wicked-
lookine places were passed safely ; we even passed
that place of terrible reminiscences for Bspartero,
the Bridge of Urelja, and still

NO 816N OF A LURKING ENEMY.

We passed Banta Cruz de Campezu at noon and
were soon beyond the confines of Alava and in the
Kingdom of Navarre, the stronghold of Carlism.
Not an eye now looked on us kindly save from com-
puleion or dread of coDsequences. We were as
perfectly surronnded by enemies aa though we
were out of Spain and (n another nation's territory
in time of war.

We passed the night at Morieta, a noted Carlist
village situated at the base of the Amescuas Monn-
tuins, the weill known haants of the Carlists, In
the morning we held on our way, directing our
gtepa towards Eranl, a point of the Amescuss Moun-
tains lately made famous by the surrender of
Colonel Navarro, with 500 troops, to the Carlist
chiefs Ollo and Dorregaray. Ko one could look on
the lofty, frowning heighte of Eraul and the steep,

! rugged road which led up to It and not sympathive
' in his heart with the gallant Colonel.

Had his
troops been clothed In triple armor they never
could have reached the heights of Eraul in the face
of 6,000 Chassepoils peiting them to death with

| n bails,
o FIRING.

While we were endeavoring to picture the posi-
tion of Navarro the column was startled out of ita
fecling of secarity by several loud reports which
boomed deflance from the heights arouny us. Hut
a8 the enemy Wwere nel numerous tne Nanking
parties soon relieved us from the annoyance.

From Eraul we descended to Abarsusa, an an-
tique village of the most antique type, situated in
u lovely valley, and on vhe next day continued the
march towards Irurzun, on the Pampeluna and
Alsasua road. A couple of hours from Abarsusa we
arrived at a place colled the Salinas de Oro, where
the turnpike led cloae between two promiment spars,
sbove which were three or four rugged, rocky
kmolls, Monvilas, sn old veteran of 1828, a witness
ana a participator in the last Carlist war, chose to
diverge from the turnpize and iravel along an old
FoBY thpt ran paralipl With It Db ot g aele dis-

tapce from the threatening rocks which guarded
ite passage. As soon as wo made our appearance
on the summilt of the left spur, nearly en a level
with the rocks, the Carliata, Lo the number of

TWO HUKDRED UTEBTLLAS,
under a cliel called Rosas, began flring from all
#ides at a rate which would have been murderous
had not the prudent old General awerved from the
tarnpike. The flankers soon disiodged those on
the left spur, bat the Carlista on the right spur
kept up thelr Anng incessantly as long as the
column waa in sight, the bullets fying close
enongh to us; bot only two members of the colnmn
were wounded, while the Carlists had three killed.
This

CHIEF BOSaS

is a noted guerilla, who 14 always posted (n the
nelghborhood of the Balinas, on the road between
Estella and Pampeluna, to aunoy columns who are
pressing on after the main body of the Carlists,
but I8 too insignificant Lo detlain a column from
the main object in view.

At night, about nine o'clock, we arrtvea at Irur-
zun, but found it occupled by a column under
Brigndier General fion, and quently
moved on again to Vilanoeva; but this place was
ocdupied also, and, though tired and hungry, alter
8 march of two leagucs, we had to go another
league to Iava.

By what 1 have writtten above your readers
may obtain a glimpse into the real iife of

A FIGHTING COLUMN,
and may know that it 15 bent on enrncst war If it
should fortunately meet the Carlists, but that its
main occupation consisis in marching amd counter-
marching. 1n brief, without detalling the imci-
dents of dally marches, you must know that the
force under Ollo and Dorregaray manages o
evade the five columus which pursue 1t by
EXTRAORDIMARY MARCHES
from thirty to Ofty miles a day, and, being warned
of the approach of the columos by volunteer spies,
1t In not 80 very enay, after all, to overtake it. The
country ls sumply a jumble of mountains, small
plateaus, blunted cones, rugged ranges divided,
subdivided and separated one from the other by
deep and narrow ravines, to eanter one of which in
pursuit of the Carbsts wonld be almost certam de-
struction to & column numbering but one-third of
the enemy. S0 that unless the Carlists wish to
fght and make & stand, or unlesa they ire at last
finally run down, or accidently met by a c¢olumn,
there is not much chance of my Lelng able to
describe 4 battle, though there Is o great possibil-
1ty that, some of these days,
YOUR CORRESTONDENT MAY GET WINGED
from behind some rock by & more than usually
skiiled marksmon or & chance bullet,

While we were resting the next morning afrer
our ¢leven league march Nouvilas was studying
with Castafion, Portilia and Elie how to meet the
Oarlists. The result of the council was that Por-
tilla waa ordered to the Amescuns to take up a
position above the villages of Ollogoyen and Ga-
miza; that Ello continue hie march towarda
Alsasua to prevent the enemy [rom golng to Guol- .
puzcoa; that Castafion, with his 1,700 men, pro-
ceed to the gate of the Amescuas, near Bakedano,
while Nouvilas was to hurry forward alter the
rapid-going Carlists and endeavor to drive them
between two fires or where they shonid be eligible
0 attack.

During the following three days we experienced
very hard work. It woe not so muoch from the ra-
pldity at whicn we traveiled, but from the duration
of the mareh, that it became wearying. The bugle
woke us all up at hall-past five A. M., and by the
time gome of us could dress the vanguard was on
the march, Ateleven A. M. we halted jor break.
fast at & village, or under the trees, on & mountain
slope; atiwo P. M. the march commenced aguin
and iasted notil seven P M, when, of course, we
were il 8o tatigued that nothing was thought of
much bat eleep,

On the third day we artived at Egtefla, the Car
lists but a few hours in oor front, marching toward
& ravioe that led by Portilla's position. Loung be-
fore the Carlists’ approach the pickets saw them
advancing, and, in obedience to ordere, retrented
hantily to the main body of the government column,
which was at once

FILENTLY PREPARED FOR ACTION.

Portilla had placed his troops admirably on two
commanding hills, which guarded the entrance to
the pass. The Carlists were permitted to pass on
nndisturbed until three-fourths of their number
had entered the gaping ravine, when suddenly, at
the sound of 8 bugle, two pieces of artilery and
2,000 Remingtons opened upon them to their utter
confusion and dismay. They were 1allied from the
ghock, and endeavored to stand their ground, bmt
the position of the troops and the coclness with
wlilch they plied their Remingtons proved too
mwich for them, and, to essape utter annihilation,
the retreat of the Carlists was ordered. Their loss,
as stated oMeially by Portilla, were sixty killed and
300 wounded, almost all of whom were
leit on the fleld. The lose of the troops was amaill,
a8 might bave been expected; bul four were kiled
and gixty to seventy wounded, many of which were
too slight to be cousidered as wounds,

We arrived to-night at lrarzun, where we have
recelved very grave news, indecd, but this will
form the subject of another letter,

Btill After the Carlists—=0Onr Correspond=-
ent Investigates the Carlist Victories =
Castanon’s Sarprise and Defeat.

LEcUMBERRI, Province of Navarre, Spain,
June 27, 1874, ]

We returned from Estella aimost by the same
way we had entered it, but, animated by the blow
Portilla had given the Carlists at Ollogogen, our
vanguard was exceedingly busy this tlme in
making prisoncrs of Carlist scouts, who could not
escape in time to avoid a small cavalry detach-
ment that was conslantly on the aiert, When we
arrived in the neighborhood of the [ll-omened rocks
of Balinas de {ro we struck across a lofty mountain,
and, descending, viated the valleys of Gonl and
Ollo. Al tne viliage of Ollo we heard bad news,
which was that the railway station at Irurzan had
been attacked by Ollo’s Cartlist army, and seventy
poldiers who guarded it had surrendered after
very ineffective aring.

By one of those incredible marches of the Carl.
tets It seems that, alter beiny so sadly defeatest at
Oliogoyen by Portilla, they had made a retrograde
movement, and hastened back to Irurzon to And it
ntterly unprotected,

When the General-in-Chief heard this news, in-
stead of proceeding 1o Pampeluna, us he bad n-
tended to do, he ordered @ move upon Irurzun,
where we arrived last night, not only to wverify
with our own eyes what we had heard at Ollu, but
to Lear the sound of excessive firing and to see
pale-faced fugitives from & battle Jought yesierday
afternoon,

The news these jugitives told ns was exceedingly
disheartening, and for a moment it really looked as
if we should have to confess ourselves thorouglly
beaten, ‘“‘Castailon's column, 1,700 strong, had
been totally deleated by 5,000 Carlists, under Olo
and Dorregaray; the artillery had been captured,
and wbat remained of the column were no longer
men and soldiers, but cownards and fugitives, fy-
ing in terror towards Pampeluna, throwing their
aArms and knapsacks away in their fight."

Four hours more of daylight, or had we arrived
four hours esriler, or even two hours, and the coup
de graoe promised you in my telegram would have
heen efMected thoroughly. But It was now seven
P. M., sud

THE BATTLE FIELD

was six miles away (n the heart of the mountains,

somewhere behind the two rocka near Lrurzun,

known as Dos Hermanas, or the Two Sisters.

An we were all drawn up in line walting orders

came two meesengers from Castafion with an
urgent entreaty that ald would be sent to him, as
he had only 500 men left of his column, whieh were
posted in a village, where they bad determined to
resist until rellef came. At the same time also,
like vaitures scenting prey, the column of Elio y
Rey, 2,000 strong, came in, marching from lavs,

apparently fresh, though they had marched a long |
|

distance, and half an hour jater came information
that General Portilla, ten leagnes off, between
Tolosa and Irureun, was advancing towards us.
Thus we had
#IX THOUSAND RNSGULAR BOLDINRS,

with artillery and cavalry, eager and burning to
avenge the defeat of Castafion, and had we, as
every one wished, but four houra more of daylight

thing you wish, was against us, and It was now |
night: 8o, after rending a regiment to Castafion's
aid and & battalion of engineers to secure & pass,
we quartered for the night at Irurznn, where,
shough greatly fatigned, | wrote iy last ictter.

This morping at selx o'clock the column of
Nouvilas Wi on the move, breasting a lofty moun-
tain, the summit of which was gained three hours
laser, while the column of Elio marched along the
highway to Lecumberri, the place where this lester
Is written,

Arter a short breathing pauss Nouvilas' column
began to descend the mountain above lrarzun, on
the opposite side, and aiter cxperiencing o dreary
four hours' march arrived at the village of Ychaso,
near the batile field, where we recelved the news
we were all hungering for, and where the disheart-
ening news o yesterday was dispelled as chall be-
fore the wind.,

The truthful side of the affair of yesterday is that
General Caatuilon, ambitious to distiuguish him-
self and burning to rival the feat of Portilla at Ol
logoyen, hurried alter the Carlist army as soon as
be heard of their presence at Irurzun, and, In his
baste t0 overiake them, made

A FORCED MARCH,
and near the village of Ychaso he came up with
them,
THR BATTLE.

The first view Castafion got of the Carllsts was of
three battalions, consplcuonsly displayed on the
summit of & hill spur, the slope of which was a8
smooth as the giacis of & fort. Leaving the sheiter
of the village of Ychaso, the oolumn breasted a
steep hillside and came upon & level terrace,
clothed with low thorn bushes anmd fern, wn fall
visw ofthe Oarlist vattalions. Posting hia artillery
at the distance of 1,000 ynrds from the smooth slope
of she hill on which the Carlists were posted and
spreading his column betore them, he opened fire.
No sooner had he begun to engage the enemy than
he found, to hiB dismay, that the Carliats were
posted alODE an arc of two Iniles in length, on
commanding positions, whence every man of his
column wie distinetly visible and at the mercy of
the enemy If he held hin position long enough.
From five thousand to six tnousand COarlists were
in hig front and fNaoking him, while & more ex-
posed posttion than he occupied oould hardly have

becn devised.
THE SAD MISTAKE,

‘While e was thus raplaly learning the diMcal-
sles of 18 position the three battulions which had
lured him to Buch & fatal trap began to move down

front he perocived & slmilar movement of the
enemy. Halting but a lew minutes to punish the
Qarlists descending the smooth hillside, with
smartly plied Remingtons and artillery, he was
sbout t0 order & retreat to the village, when he
was met unexpectedly by a body of the enemy,
who pushed en resistlessly at the bayonet polut 1o
capture the arullery. A nervous effort on his part
saved ope of his guns, but the other was taken be.
yond hope of recapture, a8 the Princess’ battallon
of his column became panic-stricken and fled, an
example which was soon followed by the remain-
der of the column. But, with the exception of
the Princess’ battalion, what was left of the column
took refuge in the village of Ychaso, whence they
opened a fmart fire apon their bold enemy and
succeeded in repelling the attnck which was in-
tended. Had Olio and Dorregarsy been as wise as
they are pruodent o geueral and bold atsack upon
the village must have been followed by an Imme-
diate surrender of Castafion and the remalnder of
the column. Fortunately, however, lor the good
name of the Spanish Kepublie, the Carlists de-
slated {rom further attack to convey their wounded
away and bury some of their dead.

On riding over the battle fleld to-day with sore
ofthe officers of the stall I was surprised at the
strange results of what the Carlists muost natu-
rally conslder & vietory. Out of the thirty-two dead
bodies left on the field twenty-two were those of
soldiers and ten were Carilsts, Thirty-elght Cartsis
were buaried yesterday by thelr comrades, thus
making th? number forty-eight dead on their side.
As we advanved towonrds this town we passed
Arruiz, where lay two dead Oarlist captaing, and
in the house of the Curé of Lecumberrt. with whom
1 am lodged, Don Carios Caro, Count of Altabura,
nephew of Elio, the Carlist Commander-in-Chief, is
at this moment dying, and in a house near by the
son of General Villanette 1s also dying irom & shot
wound near the heart. Fourteen Carlists have
died in the hospital of Lecumberri to-day, and
{rom the nature of the wounds of otbers 1 presume
several more must die to-night. The sum total of

THE CARLIST DEAD,
thus far, numbers 68, while the wounded whom we
have at this hospital number &0, ‘Ihe loss of the
troops amounts to 24 kiled, 62 wounded—7 offl-
curs—and several soldiers prisoners,
A VICTURY (¥),

After a rest of two hours st the villnge of Yehaso
the column of Nouvilas, sccompaulied by the col-
umn of Castalion, Dow reorganized, marched to
Lecumberri, where we found the colummn of Elio y
Rey. The Carlists, we hear, left this town this
morning for Leiza, whither I expect we ghall go
to-morrow. It is sald they bave boasted they bave
obtained a great victory., Having satistied mysell
of the truth of the above facts, 1 can only suad that
the victory has been dearly boughi, and that no
sane geueral would care 1o obraln many mMore such
victories.

The Three Carlist Battles=The Herald
Correspondent on the Highway—=March=
ing and Countermarching.

LEcUMBERRI (Navarre), June 27, 1873

Though my Imstructions lmplied that 1 shonla
gend in, more or less regularly, my reports of whas
s going on in the unbappy Busjue Provinces, 1
must confess I do not see yet how 1 shall be abie to
do su. Not only are there seldum means for send-
ing letters from the beart of Navarre or Biscayu to
any piece where they could be posted with any-
thing ke salety, but no human being here could
find strength or time L0 write even short notes
every day while things go the way tuey are golug
now, Five or six bours I# all that s given to us in
the way of reat or stoppage Irom

CONTINUAL MARCHING
weitr & buroing sun through mountain patbs
gearcely praciicable even lor goats and sheep. For
these last tweive days | bad never more thao three
consecutive hours sleep, for though actual march-
|ng ceases oiten (but by no means aiways) with
nightfall, two or three hours are always lostin
pearch of some [ood and night stelier both for man
and bhorse or maule, if one is lucky enough
to have either. Andon the next morning, belore
aay has quite appeared, all must be off again, with
|imbé A8 GLT &8 timber and with no more substan-
tial means lor keeping body and soul togetaer than
can be gOt Oul vl & mere prospect of having
at midday some bread and wine and at
nightlall some intolerabie oll sgoup. To write under
guch circumsiances becomes almost impossible,
and & few words, wrilten with s view to be con-
cealed (rom republicans on bits of paper almost as
thin and small 83 those msed by the balioon post
during the Paris siege, js all that can be possibly
pent wild an exXpress, in the shape of some old
woman, carrying it on foot to Bayomne or 8t. Jean
de Loz, to be telegraphed themoe. This is the only
way lu Which even “lis Majesty Charies VIL" gels
informed when any fgut of his partisans takes
piace, and the same way Was used to iniorm the
readers of the HRRALD 01 the rough facis of which
1 bave now 10 give a more detalled account,
UNDEE WAY,

After the visit to Sapiwa Cruz's headquarters, of
which the HERALD had & report, I lelt Vera with an
escort of four men the Ifamous curd had granted
me, aod wWith the intention of joining the Com-
mander-n-Chiel’s stad, the emact whereabouts of
which was taen not known and had to be made
out on the way. Al that was kpown was that the
united troops of Dorregaray and Oillo, as well as
the cavairy of Perulls, were uniwed under the
General-in-Cliels command, and were manceu-
vring somewhere ia Bisoaya, for the sake, a8 It Was
pelicved, of getiing some ten thousand guns ship-
ped from Eogland and disembarked near Bilboa,
So, a8 least, spoke all the Carliat newsmongers.
But the guos in question had then even Dot lelt
Englsnd, snd, in fast, were about te be seized by
the Britiah government, and though set st libersy |
pince have nol yel. reached the Spanish
coast. The troth was that Nouvilas pursued Ollo
with nearly the whole of his troops, divided in five
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strong colutans, and that the Carlist ocom-
mehmwmwmm

the smooth glope with fixed bayonets, while i [

4,500 men, very badly supplied with cartridges, had |
to march over all the Basque provinces to avold
fighting and to tire out the enemy, Marching (s,
besides, the usual Carlist resouree for getting pro-
visiens. They know that f they remain a few days
&1 the same place It 13 at once exhausted In every-
thing that eonoerns jooa and forage, and that the
country people, however devoted to the Cariists,
begin te grumbie. Consequently the policy i to be
always on the move, & policy all the more gonveni-
eut a8 the warriora of Chartes VIL are o get of peo-
ple to whom marching, when no fighting is to be
got, seoms to be quite as indiapensable as watar to
fish. All those conalderations had thelr weighc
with old

GENERAL OLLO,
whose Intimate knowledye of the conntry and the
people dates from the seven years war of Charles
V., when he commanded & brigade. And so skil.
fully had he now calonisted his movements through
Alava and Biscaya, that notwithsianding a con-
stant close pursuit of an encmy Gve Mimes as
strong as himself, he bad not lost a dozen men,
with nearly lour weeks of this sort of manmu-
vring,

To overtake a General under such clronmstaneces
fanot an ecady task, and Santa Orus’s oMeers told
me I must consider mysell very luecky if Iever
reached my destination. There were cases, they
sald, when letters sent to the headquarters were
travalling about the mountaine for two months, to
no better purpose tnan that of falling Iato the
hands of the republicans at last. The safest way,
tney fald, was o go towards Fstella and to awats
somewhere about that piace the Generul’s return
to the province of Navarre. 1 left Vera acoord-
ingly, with my four men, and reached the Paas of
Las Amesonaa after three days moantain marching
from four in the morning till Ave or slx at night,
which I consldered then to be very hard work, and
whioh, as [ learned smbsequontly, was mere child's
piay. Though of the four men escorting me three
conld not speak a word in any dialect except the
Basque, one at least spoke a little Spanish, and so we
got along pretty fairly, without mecting any republi-
cans and without any other accident worth relating
except the usual bother ahout lodgings, food,
forage and horse shoes, which were wanted daily,
But (or the whole of the three days we had not the
slighteet communication with the outer worla,
The few highlanders we met were not able to tell
us anything about woat we wirhed to know, and It
was only toward the cloge of the third day's mom.
tiln march, that Providence sent us & messenger
in the shape of &

DON MANUEL, A YOUNG PRLEST,
and untfl lately professor o! history at the Sem.
inary of Pampeluna, and now ofcially a member
of the “Red Cross"” Association, and unofficially
the great link of communication between (ieneral
Ollo and Don Carles. It would seem that the
young and sharp looking priest, coming up the
mountain on his mule, and escorted by two Car-
lista disguised as countrymen, was rather fright-
ened upon first observing us coming down towards
him, a8 he took us for & republican patrol
But, having recognized my red mare and a
kind of British neck protector we had together
organized on our hate at Urdat, he did not ran
away loto some i{maccessible eagle's neet, bat
bravely came towards ws. He had a heap of in-
formation, all of which turned out most servicea-
ble. Firat of all, he declared that we bad no need
to march any further, as General Ollo was coming
this way and would reach Las Amescoss in a
conple of days. He had not only escuped from
Nouvilas' pursult, but had manceuvered mo goc-
cessfully as to divide the republican forces. Part
of them had been sent townrds Pampeluna to rein-
force the column stationed al Elizondo and St.
Esteban; another portion went towards Tologa to
look after Santa Croz, who, after hurning Beasain,
entered Algeria and threatencd Villafranea, while
another strong detachment had to be left at Vit-
toria. With o view still more to upset Nouvilas'
calcuiations, General Ollo had just glven an order,
of which the young priest was the bearer, to attack
Elizondo If In any way possible. The searcely
formed and still catridgeless detachment of Mar-
quis Las Hormazas, siationed at Urdat, the

excuses I could briug forward to justify myselr
for not baving been present at what seemed to
be the most important battle since the beginning
of this war. O [ sent at once an expresa to St,
Jean de Las carrying a telegram to you, while I
mysell went on my way to the battlefleld, another
three days’ march distant from Vera. But no
wooner had I reached Janzy than I had reason to
suspect the verscity of the news. The capture of
Nouvilas began ulready to be contradioted before I
jeft Vera, while the information I got st Janzy
caused me to believe that the whole of the report
was a labricatton. 1 wondered only how It had got
an ofeial stamp to it and how the commander of
Fort Pefla de la Plata could have been S0 indiscreet
as to order festivitiea withons being quite sore
that there wns ooeasion for them. By and by, om
joining the headquarters, I learned the whole
truth, both concerning the real nature of she an-
gagement and the way in which the disfigured
report of It bad reached us, ¢
THRE BATTLE AT EULATIL

Early in the morming of July 21 she united troops
of Dorregaray and Olio marched nnder the general
command of Elio toward Eulate. They followed a
road below the moontains, and though the presence
in the nelghborhood of at least one republican ool
nman was known to the Carllsta General Elio did
not seem Lo care much about it, knowing that as a
consequence of his !ast movements the numerical
#trongth of the cnemy was grestly decrcused and
that his forces musi, besides, have been weakened
throngh the constant marches the republican
troops were lutely subjected to. Ac eight in the
morning, however, the approach of Brigadier
General Portilia’s eolumn having been announoced,

the Carlist Commander4n-Chief led the main pars

of hts troops up she adjoining mountain with &

view to take o position on them which would have

enabled him to rout the enemy had he

Inststed upon moviog onward. Portilla knew

the danger he waR exposed to, and periormed n

feat very nneommon with the republicans. Leav-

ing everything heavy, inolnding his cannon, down

in the valley, he climbed np the heights with the

whole of his infantry 8o dextercusly as to puzale

the most enduring Carilst. The fight was thus

offered and taken, and a sharp musketry fire had

heen opened towards ten o'clock between Aramen-

dia and Ganuza, speedily gainlng extension, so

that towards midday the whote of the mountains,

nearly as far as Murletia, wore covered with eharp-

shooters, giving thns the whols engagemest the

aspect of 4 great ondpost skirmiah, The fight lasted

till six in the evening, without any more important

result than that of either side losing some fifty

or sixty men, sbooting several pri and re.
treating at nightfall towards the respective places
they were marching to—the republicans south-
wards, towards Eatella; tne Carlista northwards,
towards Lecumberrl. Bat, while the fight waa
thua golng on on the heighta, & coup de main had
‘been attempted by 4 rmall Carlist detachment

down in the valley. Knowling that Portilla had

left behind his artillery and baggage, & bhandfal of

men attempted to take pomsession of them, and

would certainly have succeeded had not part ol

another (Colonel Castafion’s) column been at

truoted by the firing and marched to the rescue ol

Portiila. The republican general had thus not lost

either his cannon or his amunition or his cash box,

contiining, as had been reported, nearly $30,000;

hut he had narrowly escaped losing them. This

abortive attempt was, however, speedlly trans-

formed Into something quite diferent—thanks to

the vivid imagination or, perhaps, to the shrewd-

ness of a deserting repablican sergeant. Having

taken ro Aight from the fleld, and having
geen  the Carliste rush  towards the poind

were  Portllla's urtillery had been  lefi,
the worthy republican, disguised In the uniform
ot & killed Carlisv ofcer, reached kort Peila de la
Plata with the report of & great vietory, the news
of wiieh, he sald, he had been in all hurry comunis-
gioned 1o hring over Lo France and to make known
to the world. ‘The lpyal feelings of the commander
of the fort would not ailow hho, of course, to dis-
believe 8o advantageous a report, and 8o bells were
orderad to be rung, wine to be distributed, masses
to be celebrated and all the rest of it, while the

garrison of the Fort Peiia de 1a Plata, the
troops of General Lissaraga, stationea in
and ahout Lecumberri, and those of Santa
Cruz occupying Vera were all to join thelr eforts
im this operation. The whole question was to know
whether Sania Cruz would agree to the plan and
consent Lo co-operate with his personal enemy,
Genersl Lissaraga. The refractory Coaré had the
best and most ¢Mclently armea troops, numbering
nearly one thousand men, with two cannons, and
his co-operation was, therefore, most important.
The young clerical messenger carrymng the order
entertained great hopes thut the Caré, with whom
he was n great Irlena, would not resist his patri-
otle eloquence and consent to make the coup, So
sure of it, mdped, seemed be to be that he per.
suaded me to return aod go with him, promusing
a much more frlendly reception from Sants Crua |
thun that Ibadon my first visit. As he aggured |
me, hesides, that Elio was not likely to fight in Las
Amezcons, consequent on his not having any am-
muuon to waste, and that the General's plan wus
now to come a8 near to the French frontier us pos-
ble, with a view to get [resh supplies, 1 thought |
was justified In following Don Manuel’s advics. A
return Journey was aionce resolved mpon, and
another three days' march brought us once more

to Vera.
BANTA CRUZ

waa really moch more amiable this time, and a
dinner I bad with him on this occasion s worth a
separate report when the present narrative is con-
cluded, Don Manuel was not mistaken as to the
result of his visit. After a couple of hours' private
talk with alm Santa Crog consented to Elio's de-
mands, and eommunications were ment to the
troops at Lecumberri and Urdox to put themeselves
in readiness to maron on Eligondo, Meanwhile |
Don Manuel had to proceed further—to Francr—
being the bearer of letters for Don Carlos. The
young priest was kind cunongh to take a few notes
for the HERALD too. and Santa Ornz pushed his
courteay with him so far a8 to propose to see him
to the frontier. A few horsed and mules were sad-
died, including one for your correspondent, whose
own animal wag quite broken down alter the six
days’ march, and Don Manuel was marched off un-
der escort of Banta Cruz himself, his body guards
and a representative of the AErRALD. This original
Httio partis de plaisir had, however, & very unfa-
vorable result a8 far ns the Ellzondo experlition
was concerned. Scarcely had we left Vera and be-
gun to ascend the mountains surrounding it than
the littic horee of
BANTA (MUY STUMBLED

against one of numberless loose stones obstructing
the mountain path here, fell down and the famous
Cur¢ was thrown off, with his head against a rock.
He remained senselesn for more than a quarter of
an nour, to the Indescribable anxiety of his hody
guard and of Don Manuel; but 84 he is quite re-
stored at this moment the accident does not de-
serve any further mention, except Ib 8o far as it
prevented the Elisondo expedition beng rarcied
out. Don Manuel had to proceed [urtler all by
himself, while your correspondent was left with
no better prospects than those of either artending
to Santa Crus's brulsed head or to resume once
more the tiresome journey southward. Whnile he
was thus meditating as to whal was the proper
eourse for him to take church bells began to ring
suddenly and eries of joy spread on all sides in the
otherwise quiet and deserted atreeta of Vera.
“What 18 the matter?” wad & question on every-

body's lips.
YGREAT VICTORY!"

““Nouvilas had been faken prisoner with bis whole
star”  “No end of guns and cannons had been
captured!” “An order had been just received to
ferve masses and distribote wine to the soldiers!"”
were the answers given by those who seemed W
know something. On my calllng upon Don Cruz
Ochoa, a kind of head staflf oficer of Santa Crus, I
learned that & message had just been received
from the commander of Port Pefia de |a Flata about
& great victory obtalned by Dorregaray and Ollo at
Eulate, near the old battiefield of Eraul; that
Nouvilss had beec made a prisoner, over a thou-
sand guns captured, several cannons and & 1ot of
money and ammanition waken. Festivities were
ordered to be ceiebrated everywhere and full par-
ticuiars of toe glorious achievement of the army of
Charles VIL. were expected to-morrow. 1 need not
say how great was my despair at having missed
witnessing #0 Imporiant an engagement aud how
SRZions & Wah t0 JREm UP 10 By MmISd Ay ko )

deserting sergeant was safely escaping into Franoe,
vin Sare, probully never to be heard of again. Tho
ouly practical
RESULT OF THE FIQHT OF THE 2181
was, notwithstanding aill that the wire had
8spread about It over the world, simply that the
carlists, who were already by no means rich in
cartridges, had nsed several thousands of them and
were therefore in & much worse position than be-
fore. By way of explanation, I might, perhaps, be
permitted to add here that the cartridge difloulty
arises with the Carlists, in the first place, from the
ot that they have no eidd of variety in the pat-
terns of their guns, The same buttalion has ofien
every linsgluable description of firearms, from the
Berdan and the Hemingten down to the mediwval
{rabucos. Aud, in the seconil place, they are not ahle
yet towanuiacture the cartridge-shells required by
the new patterns of guns. Consequently, they are
dependent upon the supply of these from France,
aud, as the frontler 1s wntched pretty closaly, great
quantities of these shells are conflscated, and the
armies of Don Carios are left thus quite helpless,
Should the Queen of Seas, which has just left Eng-
land with several thomsand guns and 1,500,000 car-
tridges, not be able to safely land iis cargo, the
promoters of legitimucy in Spain will have atil
muny harl days to see,
THE BATTLE AT IRURZUN.

Yet, however badly supplied the COsrlist bands
generally wre, the main body of them, under Ollo,
had as all events a saMcient quantity of amma-
nition to fight agnin & couple of days after the
Eulate affair. Aftor haviog given & aay's rest wo
luig troops Gencral Olle marched tewards Lecnm-
berrl, and WAk On the 24th, at night, when 1 joined
bim, approaching Irorzuo, 8 NHitle place on the
Juncrion of the highroad from Tolosk to Pampeluna
and of the branch raliread from Alsasua te Pampe-
luna, Trurguo, otherwise not even a village, is a
most fportant “irategic point on account of ita
porition, and the republcans had strongly fortifled
It and Kept there o garrison of seme one hondred
and fifty men.  'You came just (o time te see a bit
of fun!” smd the eld Geuera! to me. “We
mean to  take the little redoubt to-morrow
helfere we march any fMrther; 8o, If you
are not too tired, get up early and come
with ug.,”" At five on the next morniog the whole
force was off, cousisting of slx batrallons, witn
three cannops. Generil Olo, with a battalion and
a half, was marching 1 advance; Dorregaray,
with three battalious, formed the main body, while
the Commander-in-Uhiel was following him with
the rest of the force as & rear guard, On reaching
the heignts, Ollo at once brovght forward s little
cannon, while his sbarpehooters spread in the
bushes down the hill; but there being no work for
themn at all, since the republicans kept strictly
within their fertifications, the sharpsbooter: were
#oon recalied and the littie cannon set to work.
The main body and the rear guard reached their
positions when the canmon had been fired only
twice and without apparently harting the enemy.
The thied shot, however, was more efcient, hav-
Ing entered the wall of & house which was turned

into & Kkind of citadel of shis miscroscopic
fortress. Thne fourth  shot  smashed o
good deal of the outside palisade. The

ffth and sixth did not hart anybody or anything,
while the seventh took off almost the whole of the
roof of the citadel. “Stay a moment,"” smd cid
Ollo; “there I8 no use wasting ammunition thas
way. Send tnem word to surrender.’ A white
flag was at once made with a handkerchief and one
of Dorregaray's aides-de-oamp sent parieying. Io
less than half an hour .
A WHITE FLAG WAS HOISTED

from the enemy’s side, and about cne-nandred and
fifty prisoners, with one caunon, two gun carriages
and & quantity of ammunition were 1nthe hands
of the Cartista, Truly, one could DOt have seen &
more bloodiess fight. Not a single man seems to
have been killed In the redoudt, while the Carlists
had only about & dowsen wonnded, the garrison
naving fired rather sharpiy from bebind thelr pali-
sades and fortifed baiconles and windows of the
I The pris were At onoce
some of them divested of thelr umiforms, too, and
sent off towards Pefia de la Plats, while the fors
was occupied DY & company of Charles V1L's voj.
unteers.

In one word, the whole affair was transacted i
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