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Nights in Succession.

Warious Particnlars About the Great Prima
Donmn and the Great Tragedian.

The typical prima donna is agsumed to be & mi-
racnlous wnion of strange antitheses. Bhe passes
fer infancy in poverty and her maturity in splen-
dor, warbles in the streets at thirteen and has the
borses taken from her carriage by enthusiustic
youths at thirty., In childhood she twirls the tam-
bourine for the pleasure of the public; In woman-
hood she twists that public round her lttle finger
with equal facility, Of all people she onght to un-
derstand human nature, since she is brought face
to face with it in 1ts extremes. BShe shakes hands
with the pessant at the beginning of her

‘paresr and with & worldful of princea
s the end, eats barley bannock and
milk among the humble homesteads of her
youth, and later on In life, like Solomon's spider,
<“takes hold with her hands and 18 in kings' pal-
mces.” This is the popular idea of the typical suc-
oessful prima donna, and perhaps 1t is not very far
out of the way. At any rate there are s sufliclent
mumber of instances correspoding to this picture to
justify the extent to which it finds favor. Hence
the Interest with which the world régards all the
environments of & great songstresd, Once in a
‘while you may successiully flash in the eyes of the
public & great tenor or & great barytone, or even
& great basso, who has risen from obsow iy b
eminence; but the public always comes back te its
fhankering after a prima donna, and thinks all
ghe more of her if she has been born
to & crust and a cottage. At least American
sympathies run strongly In this direction, pos-
sibly because in America fame and lortune are
oftener won by the tnheritors of poverty than in
any other nation under heaven. In these reasona
are to be beheld a portion of the cause of that af.
fectionate interest with which United States
sudiences have for the last three years attended
the fortunes of Mme. Nilsson. They sympathized
with & childhood of poverty because so many of
them had once been poor. They sympathized with
her long struggle and the brilhant triumph it
secured because that struggle was the perfect
refiection of what Is every day seen in this

Ypoantry., They sympathized with her cnaste
temperament and ldealizations, with her genius
and capacity for 1abor, because these were the ex-
pressions of an American standard of art and
womanhood united.

& writer upon the staf of the HEmALD called

- yesterday upon Mme, Nilsson, at the hotel (the
QClarendon,) where she is siaying. He found the
artiat in perfect health and spirits, and looking the
prototype of the Mile. Nilsson whom the American
public lost eighteen months ago. Those months
bave left no outward record of their flight, What
inward record they havesleft will be scen when the
purtain goes up and Violetta and Lucia and Miguon
and all the rest come trooping on, 1l the course
of conversation Mme. Nilsson made many allusions
to her recemt eareer in Russia. She likes the
Ruossian people and appreciates the exceeding
enthusiasm with whion they received her. Boih
in Moscow and St Petersburg her success was em-
phatic. In the latter clty her benefit night was
something to be borne in sensitive remembrance
by her (she says) to the latest day of ber lile. The
poor students came pouring ont In scores; they
surrounded the doors of her notel, and when she
was about to enter her carriage several of them
seized her, and, inspired by an enthusiasm which,
\n splte of te violence, never even lost a respoct
that seemed to border on reverence, took her in
theiwr arms and bore her in trinmph to the theatre,
the others, each with a4 lighted flambeau
in his hand, forming & procession. The
whole city was alive with these frantic worship-
pers, and Anally the police turned out Ln full foroce,
holding themselves in remdiness in the event of
‘fire. During the performance at tiis theatre she
‘was recalled forty-five times, and the stage was
absolutely imbedded with fowers upon which It

“‘was necessary for her to walk severanl yards be-
Jore resching the footlights. Finally, in answer to
the general Acclminations, the artist was cumfallell
%0 seat herself at a piano, which wal conventently
mear, and sing one or two of the Russian national
songs, the lence meanwhile standing and ihe
zoyal (amily unlll:lﬁ. ap to the Inst moment, in
tne popular enthuslasm. A8 the opein had been
“Mignon,” and 88 the heroine had her halr stream-
ing over her shomlders, the efact was extremely
ue and pleturesque. But the honors which
Mme. Nilsson reaped in St Petersburg assumed
pometimes 8 grotesque and eccentric shape. It
was all very well to recelve especial glits of value
from variois members of the royal fumily and to
be davited to Cenrt concerts, but the tokens ol re-
presented by the stndents must have some

sorely tried the equability of the artist's
nerves, n more t one  oecasion
incredivble a8 & may seem to colder blooded
Americans, some of the stadents, 1n
with mot a few officers of «dignl-
rostrated themselves on the ground
themseives Into a floor upon which
Mme. Nilsson wpas obliged to walk In order to
weach her carriage. “Toly was too much,” said
she speaker, her eyes glistening at the remem-
ce. “It was really too trying to an arusi's
Teellngs 40 expect her to accept it. But there they
‘were, and what was 1 todo? At my cencerts the
people behaved so. pometimes that I was frighi-
llex‘" Being requested to mention the particu-
lars, Mme, Nilsson sald that the people rushed: to
the ed ;e of the stage, snatcued at the hem of her
areas and were it into rragments, caught ber and
held her, she could mnot move,
and leit  her condition that must
have of the “priest all
ml torn.’! They stole her gloves, her
her handkerchief, her bouquet, and slmost
POuKk the Slppera Irom her feet, (he prima dongs
‘Wwho would go tmmoved through such scenes must
‘meeds have steady nerves and  strong constito-
“slon. 8, & St Petersburg
andience s the beau ideal. “'i:lll!u :lt.: compare
English andiences are
and atolid ; but, once naving secured their
goodwill, you may ceunt on retaining it even after
have loat '{m voice and your artistic

r. Not sc with the Russians,

fied rank,
and welde

and (Mme, Nils-
) the Russians were ip the right, Th

cease to shower these demonstrations uf npm?;vei‘rl

m &0 Artist the moment she comea back to them

& broken voice or powers otherwise ime

w Mme. Nllsson aequiesced In this treat-

nt. Bhe thought that no artist ought to expect

%‘m“t‘.‘ idol of & public when she had once

n

THE EFFRCT OF APPLAUFE ON TIIE NERVES,

American audiences (Mme. Nlsson thought)

ve all the solldity ol the Engliah and all the enthu-

ol the Russiaps withgut the outward

uof it. They kepttheir feelings more to

Ives, but those feelings were all there. When

meutio) with res wuunnfaarm nd-
forty-five timea in the course of a shogle g‘:eu-
0 the calls of the aaamence, Mme. Nlisson

siyreplied, “Oh yesa! It 1s very Iatiguing—but I
ke it Who ever heard of & primadonns get-
g tli'ed of genulne applause? The effect, how-

mv ) UpuY ber nervons organization she declared

be olten' painful. It shattered her for the time
z;mc. filiea her with wild jeelioge, which pre-
nted her Meing lully consclons of what ehe

Was about. ‘Ut shese snthosiaems opver, sho

when the Pharasohs were in ]{Jownr
18 tragle. Mme. Nilsson has built the part up alone
; bably take rank with her Mignon and
and her Opheila, ’
With regard to the question of her final retire-
ment from the srage it 18 not duficult to conjecture
that Mme, Nilsson's mind 18 in that state of uncer-
tainty which 18 sure to give rise to contradictory
rumors, Retiring from America 18 one !.l:m:st re-
tiring from the operatic stage s quite another.
But retirement for o while {rom both (she says) ia
pretty certain, as she peeds rest. She declares
that she ean never bring hersell to formally
’H "foodby" to America. That would be too
g niul; it would be unstringing her to0 much.
ne feels the immediate and warm endorsement
this country gave to her, and declarea that she
wonld have returped hitner had all the managers
in the world tried to hold her back. Tne gquestion
of Umsarism or no Omsarism waa one which never
occurred to her in thinking of this generous coun-
try; she remembered it only as the land that had
been good to her and to art through her, and that
was quite enoagh to make memory affectionate
and tenacious. Bhe confessed that the attentivns
bestowed on her by titled and wealthy people were
particularly grateiul when she contrasted the dark
and paloful past throngh which she has struggled
with the position she enjoys at present.
+ Mme. Nilsson’s mannera are qulet, unaffected,
gimple. Her conversation 18 vivacious and ensy
and now athl then characterized by a naivetd that
18 more pignant than piquancy itaelf, Her aMirma-
tlons are straightforward and candid and she
makes no attempt to disguise the fact tnat she
takes pleasure in ner career and Is enamored of 1ta
nuferu succeasss, Her rentrde will probably be
mdde in Violetta, She expressed a preference lor
Lucia over Margherita and for Violeita over both..
What she 18 A8 & stmfur as a lyric artist, all the
world knows. ‘But all the world does not kuow
that she |s a born diplomate, her own best agent,
with as great o gift for business as for the operatic
stage; cool in the transaction of routine work, not
withour enjo, ment of the fascinations she wields,
but :+  capabie of exercising genuine gratitude as
of nwakening genuine afection, and industrioue in
deserviog the praises of the praisewortny.

Eignor Salvinl, the Tragedian,

Our duty next took us into the preseuce of Signor
Balvini, who wagr found at the Academy of Music
superintending the setting of some of the scenes
that are to be used in “Othello.” It may be pre-
mised that the or.ginal date, September 16, will
be adhered to as the opening night, and that the
publie will therefore have the pleasure of seeing
this great attor for the first time next Tuesday
evening,

Bignor Balvini’s personal appearance and man-
ners have already heen described in these columns.
In nddition to what was sald a day or two ago, it
may be remarked that he has vast depth and
breadth of chest, and that he lmpresses one Wwith
the idea of greut strength and great repose, In
conversation his featured become . his
eye kindles, and he employs gesiures in modera-
tion, always to the polut and always serving to as-
gist the sense of what he saye. The writer of this
article had the privilege of a long conversation
with Signor Salvinl yesterday afternoon, Tne tra-
gedian gave some insight into his interpretation
of Othello, which he declared to be his favorite
charucter ; but, to inform the public what the pecu-
Marities of Bignor Balvini's Interpretation are,
wounld be almost as inapropos as to state the con-
cluglon of a novel which has been only nalf read
thrum}‘n. It ts preferable that the public should
be le to discover lor 1tself, with the hint
only that the conception {8 original and
18 ‘mot in accordance with several of the
gﬂnm descriptions. Signor Salvini, for instance
‘does not make Othello & pegro, 88 Mrs, Builard
afMrms that he does. He makes him & Moor, and he
hes conceived ail his speech and action in cor-
respondence to that natlonanty. He believes that
Shakspears exhausted homan nature, and that
other attempts at character creating are elther
{mitations or modifications of Shakspeare's men

and women.
SALVINI'E ABSISTANTS.

The principal assistants of Signor Salvini are
Signora Isoling Piamonti ana Signor Alessandro
Salviny, his brother. Plamontl 18 & name not known
here as yet, but the sctress who bears it holds a
high rank in Italy, where she is he!d only second
to Ristorl and Pezzana. Bignor Alessandro
Baivini I8 described n.lbemg & very excellent ac-
tor, whose only mistortune it 18 not to be as large &
man as his more celebrated brother, He has made a
specialty of character parts, and will play l;ﬁo
on Tuaadag evening. © also acts the part of the
father in the original [tallan play whence “David
Garrick” was aaapted, All the members of the
present company, with one exception only, have
acted with Signor Salvinl for many years, so that
the forthcoming entertainments are expected le
E:u-zress with absolute smoothness, “Uthullo" will

gin i few minutes after elght o'clock and termi-
nate at half-past eleven.

PECULIARITIES OF BALVINI,

Like almost every other great artist, Slgnor Sal-
vini experiences a certaln nervousnmess with re-
gpect to s rst appearance at every fresh place, but
has seldom or never .elt quite 80 nervons as in view
of his adbut in the United States on Tuesday night,
Tnia feeling he shares in company with Rachnel
Ristori and coungless other stars. He 18 prepare
to find our sudiences colder than many others;
but, a8 he very sensibly expreased himsell, every
audience has {te own way of enjoying and of demon-
strating its enjoyment, and It 18 with these pecull-
arities that the actor must bring himself en rap-
port. He s prepared to fina the first two aots
o1 his Othello taken very soollf, because no
opportunity occurs thronghout them of atirrin
an audience to the heart’s core: but with the thir
act arises n great oscasion, and from that moment
tiH the end ol the Nt the interest colminstes 1o
one unbroken series of xomta. amd, {f by the time
the final curtain falls, the andiénce 18 not worked
into a freéngy, Bignor Balvint's achlevement here
will fall short of what it has heen al every other
theatre in which he has played. But he is ani-
mated with the confidence which dg seldom falt by
those who are not used to universal .and
deserved adulaclon. He has no anticipation
that the coldness of our sudiences wili react
upon him and freeze hm. On the contrary, he is
ceértain of removing that coldness, That will be
hip task to perform, and his eﬁe fires when he con-
templates the triumph which his experience the
world over warranta bim (n anticipating.

The reports In regard to the effectof the role.of
Othello upon Salvini have not been overrated, It
exhansts nim #0, 80 Wears n his magnetism, that
he cannot periorm It two t8 gucceasively. The
dresses he nsea are invariably soaked with per-
eniration by the time the dpllr comes to an end, and
have to be gtretehed te Iilg‘ beigre they
can  be used n. Signor Iviol  believes
that If he cansot draw our peeple to him, in spite

of his speaki & forelgn language, he could not
draw them to him, though they undérstood every
word be spld, The personal address of the artist
18 extremely courtly amd arbane, possessing that
simple and graceful charm, that gracious and un-
affected unconsciousness of the gars of the eurlous
which 18 only gained by leng discipline on [
forelgp atage and by moving on a samiliar 5 2
in the most cultivated cireles. Hin amiie in sweet
and kindly, his manger pripcely in ies sun’ltﬂanm

, iz alr serious und grave, but eiten relleveq
by & brief vivaeity of expression. Unless report
has belied him he 18 certain %o create among the
lovers of the legitimate drams n sepsation not
second to that evoked by Ristor: and Rachel,

An Artistic Trinmvirate—=Saivini, Rossl,
Ristori=Ameriea Im Judgment on
Art=Italian Assimilation of the Shalk-
spearian Philosophy = The Clasale
School of Acting—FHow Salvimi is Re-
garded in Italy=His Capabilities, Per-
sonal Appearance, &e.

New YOmk, Sept, 18, 1873,

To ™= Eprron oF THE HERALD:—

Ristori ia famons in our midst. Salvinl deserves
to hecome even more so. His talent ia of & higher
order than hers, Such is the decree of Italy,
where'be 18 accepted ns the greatest lUving actor,
Ristori, Apompaniea by the srumpetings of renown,
mave Lere® jhe first svecimen of Italisn soting,

ty
Valle Theatre, in February.
PRENCH CRITICH AS OLAIMANTS,

The fame of aM three of these artista has been
secured by general Eurog:u success, But none
of thein would ever have been heard of beyoud whe
Alps bad they not in the firat lustance been
slamped with the seal of ‘:dpprnbnl.nn in lwaly.
Whonen the tragedians visl and perforwed in

ris—1856-56—1wost of the amiable and plens-
ant critics . the Parislan journsls informed
hem that, a8 they had been 80 fortunate
28 T0 seocure “the conscoration of @ bap-
tism In Paris," they nad (pso facle thelr passporis
to roam the world and gather new laurels, and
other nasions were at liberiy to nnte them ke
tribute ol wreaths and dollars, (4 venong de
priser, 8 monde peut dternuer.)  Verlly, in
those vogue, und gave
the run of fashion In theatricals as in bonnets; Lut
Parts coula neither adequately appreciate the
three ltalluns nor consecrate their ame. This
wus reserved to Italy and America. The United
Btates did more for Ristori's reputation and pocket
than Italy bersell; and now salvint in turn will
doubtless receive here & greater triumph than he
uss ever received elsewbere. In 1871 he visited
South America and there met with an enthusissilc
ovition; and yet Montevideans were nol as capa-
ble as New Yorkers are of dolug him that quota
of Justice which hig splendid talent, as dispiayed
in his interpretation of Buskspeare's luasterploces,
entitles him to receive.

AMEKICA THE FINAL JUDGE AND REWARDER.

in no country are merit and talent, in whatever
line, 80 sure to meet reward w8 in s land ol ours.
The foreigner, whether enguaged in ﬂ]ern, dradus
or anytuing else, i1 only deserving, will certainly,
when sppearing In vur cities, be accorded u hos-
pitable welcome and o profitable endorsement. In
this way we claim that che metropolls of America
18 more competent in consecrating art iteell thun
any of country, excepting ltaly slone, which 18
an ar judge of the first water, il not a dis-
ﬁnm nf gold.

-

‘The clalm of the Jeutlletonistes of

ri8 vu 4. 48 judgment on all that s artistic in the
world ik an insymissible pretension. A people nst-
ural and sensible 1 their ways of life wauy jusily
luy el n to & better appreciationof the trus and
the be. tEuul than tho @ Who are critics in mere ars
titteml jurg‘l.lh and who are adepts lu saccificing
Bubstanee to the narrowest of forms.

THE INTERPRETATION OF ‘*3WEET WILL."

By the uninitiated out of itsly no little surprise
has been expressed toat two Halaus, Tommuso
salvinl und krnesto Hossl, should bave achieved
such lame o representing the master charscters
ol shakspeare. both have obrained & Buccess 10
Utheilo und Hamiet unequalied in the present age,
and, perhaps, even surpassing that historically al-
lowad the greatest trugediuns of Englund. The
surprise so expressed hus Déen bused upon the
very (aise notion that shukspeare's plilosoply was
of d diferent school from that of JLaly; that 1t re-
flected the cold, nebulons North ratber than the
genial, bright soutn. 'There are, doubtiess, read-
ers ol Bhakspeare's p who sceredit him with
nebulosity because they are themselves in & fog in
the matter of comprebending plsin \deas in plain
l.nwse whether of “sweet Will” or any otber
writer. Now, in both Humles and Othello there is
Bproad out the immedi 1ay of h Mnﬁ
and these do not vary from kngland to Italy an
vice versa; in both pleces the ocausa rerum, the
great typical craving of man to “know the reason
why,' 18 visibly soughe after.

HO FOR THE UNKNOWN!

The sympathy lor the unkuown, wiich the great
author possessed and which he leit to be read be-
tween lus lines, s been seized hold of aod natur-
ally nssimilated by the two great Italinn tragedis
aus, He in writing, they iu acting, but hold the
mirror up 1o navure, Siakspeare is 80 well under-
stood 1o Lialy, because, as with tue Eoglish so with
the Itallan race, there has been o marked and per-
slstent striving to lerret out the unknown. The
Italisns have had—not to meotlon & host of
others—three great seekers, and wio found some-
thing, too, aithough not envugh to satisfy them.
Dante, Gallleo, Columbus discovered unknown
worids in heaven, tarth and hell, and nevertuelesa
tuese discoveries never quenched vheir thirst lor
knowledge, their craving. Inihe England of to-day
Livingstone and Buker are modern searchers alter
the secret of Lhings,

NATURE AB A MODEL.

A8 Shakspeare's ldeas are incomparably true,
natural and besucliul, 50 have they béen 1o & natus
ral and beautuul manper perceived, assifnliated
and rendered by the greaiest ol lving actors, Sal-
viol. All urt in Italy that may be styled of the
higher kind has been Immemorially moulded and
directed according to the laws of nature, and
hence it is that Itaian style hus always been 0 re-
nowned lor 168 truth, lmguct:r and beanty. Sal-
vini in his cultivation ol the dramatic art simply
foltows the method of bis country In not overstep-
ping or falung short of the laws of nature. The art
0l Shakspeare and of Raphael, although lar above
“srealigin,” wae uot supernatural. Such men could
nol be silly.

BALVINI'S GREAT POWERS,

This much would serve to explaln how an Italian
may be found moving on the same track with tue
great Anglo-saxon dramatist—apart the cant on
race, language, cumate. But in order that one
particular actor, come irom where he may, be ua
true to the dramatist a8 the latier s true to all
pinyers and all times, it 18 of course indispensabie
that thig actor should be endowed with uLgomOD
natural powers. Such are the powers of Sulvini,
and to appreciate them he must needs be seen at
his work. Acuteness and strengih of perception,
Jolned to unparalleled fexibility in reception and
rendition, are the matnsprm{a of his acting. In
theso qualities, which make the great actor, he is
quite without & rival. He possesses also all the
minor gqualities or accessoriés 8o important. Let
it not be inferred for an instant that gslvlm'u pluy
s, 80 to say, mere gkiltul mechanism. his
simuiation or imitation I8 breathed the vivilying
lgmt. of the hignest order of art, and it is only
thus thut it leaves an indelible Lmpression on the
beholder.

MIS AFPEARANCE AND ACTING.

As an artist he bas eminently the charm of
originality. In personal appearance he Is sirik-
Ingly handsome und distingué, He pleases at first
sight, and the more his sudience see of him the
more he fascinates them. He I8 youthful looking,
being In the prime of manbood (forty). His regular
Teatures, his high furehead, bis eyes plercing, black
and remarkable in variely ol expression ; ws figure
well developed and avove the uverage height, at
once give him 8 decided air of intelligence and
strength, His geatures on the stage are em.u-ez
natural, never of the afMected, e order; h
attitndes gracefol, his whole play is sober, concen-
traied aud poweriul, He l& not s mere fitkng
body before the eye of the apeactator, but & man
who throws his whole soul in every utserauce
and movemenit, a8 one earnest and intent—
ay, absorbed—in what he doea, His natural sdvan-
tages atand him in stead wiways, but it
has only been through the closest and hardest
study tant he has resched his present perfeciion
AR AN artist; that ne is enabled 1o exhibit belore
his audience such towering outbursts.of aur&y,
combined with such delicate ren of all tue
shades in human passions, Most admirable 18 hia
Iacuity of transformation. From the tenderness
o1 love he can spring to the flercest anger or the
dissimuiation ol assumed idiocy. Te cite only one
well known ionstance, in the love kcene of his

ous ‘‘Ded.! meco, U Desdemona, vkend," &o., the
vibration frome his lips of those few words produces
the most at , powerful and plesalng effects on
the hearer. Ii has been said that Do wWoman oan
hear the sweetpess of tondug that he gives W thia
paseage withoal being charmed by It
i «THE QUESTION OF LANGUAGR
'ltltl :l;y.h‘e a :g:nmt to som" tmhmumdtn

ore language, ailiough mAny among.

the cultivated sudiences whe will linten to bim wii

not perhaps be estirely unscguainied with the
lmlup:‘: Bp\:t..an iuonli,crh , the beauties of
that i be an ilmmensé gain; and

will also
although the point and pith of

be laaking, the transiation is & spiendid set-
?ﬂ.{n 8 % Iisked lorm, Mn:I’

the way of
ltnné' and substantiallty of n
isdisputably more musical than English, sad,

eveu If not tood, will not fail io many years
to be an dy and novel substitute r’nr the
harsner idiom se famillar to them. Salvinf has

noble voloe, Hiw diction I8 exquisitely pure
distinet. He in 8 master of Intonation.
VALUB OF THE CLASSIO SCHOOL.
In the grand roles of Shakapears Salvind la truly
superh, and in this country they will of necessity
nse. other thit are merely !nod—u
hose of Alfleri, and In “'La Morte Civile,” of G-
e
0 m
the '%s“ then one can take no objec-
to that rather out and dried cogno-
As long shere Are like

tion
men,

tant enough to justify a very general curlosity in
regard to his antecedents. This curiosity has been
amply gratified with respect to Bignor Campanini,
who Wwill be heard here in a very few weeks, and
‘we propose to do the same service with respect to
Bignor Tamberllk, against whom all that can
be urgod Is that he is just two years younger than
the tenor whom nine New York hearers out of ten'
declared, 8 couple of seasons ago, to be the finest
tenor who had ever visited Americs, If Wachtel
charmed us at Oity-five, perhaps Tamberllk may be
conceded the same opportunity st fAfty-
three, He was born in Rome In 1620,
and has “wandered singing through the listen-
ing world" for about thirty years. That 18
to By, his Arst successes were won lo 1543, while
he was singiog ot the Grand Opera at Lisbon. Pre-
vious to this time he had taken singing lessons
from Guglielmo and Borna, and had atudied theo-
logy. Whether his theologicsl studies were of any
use to him in providing him with sympathies lor
Poliuto, in which he was subgequently s0 success-
ful, we will not now stop to ingunire. His déput
took place at the Theatre del Fonde, in Naples, in
1841, In the ‘Uspuletti e Montecchl.”
Then came the Lisbon engagement, when he
first begun to give an earnesl of what he wonld
become, A sudden change in his volce trans-
formed him to a tenor and visiting Barce-
lona, Madrid and London, It was hinted that the
muntie of Rubinl had fallen upon him. At Covent
Garden his interpretation tn “Guoglielmo Tell” pro-
duced o very projound impresklon. The London
endorsement was ratifled vy that of Bt Peters-
pburg where, for nearly twenty consecutive seasons,
be plensed one ol the most exacting audiences in
the world, It was here that ne produced for the
first time “Le Prophbte"” and “Le Pardon de
Ploermel,” and at the concluslon of one of his most
prosperous engagements the Emperor Nlcholas
accorded him two decorations and niapomlml hilin
“Ohiel Binger of the Chamber Court,”  Meanwhile
Biguor Tamberllk Kept shy of Puris, He declined
the 1nvitations of even Meyerbeer and did not mnke
bis début there til 1868, It was during that

very year tnat M. Maretzek announced
him us havin heen eogaged for
this city. But M., Maretzek was fifteen years

too enrly. The engagement was postponed; Parls
proved too attractive; the season at the ltaliens
was renewed, and the impresmble, yet lastidious
French vowed that they had found" their ideal
singer, A triple strand of admiration was woven
for him by Parie, London and Madrid. His Othello
siruck the Frenchmen to the heart, and

the success wad renewed as lately as 1869
a8t the Itallens, Those achlevements hlave
been repeated in Rio Janciio, Buenos Ayres, Mon-
tevideo, Me and Havana. During his recent
srason 1o Havana Tamberlik sang in pablle twenty-
Alx times in four weeks, which is s hg,rar.‘:{v severe
test as Lo the present integrity of volce, For
the reat we preler Lo walt for n&p;amnu at the
Grand Opera House omshe 6th 'af ber,

Musicesl and Dr Notes.

The dramati¢ season has begun, but we are
without the promise of any exceptional success,
and no new plece hns yet been announced as in
preparation, for wiich a long run I8 expected,
Starring engagements and rapld changes seemn to
be the order of the day. Alresdy Mr. Jefferson's
engagement at Booth's |8 nearly halr finished, and
Maggie Mitchell I8 announced to follow “'Rip Van
Winkle.” In another fortnight the Almée com-
pany, at the Broadway, and the Lydia Thompson
troupe, at the Olympie, will yleld to others., The
Grand Opera House has already produced two
show pleces, and on Monday of next week “The
Wandering Jew" will be succeeded by a spectacle
called “Haunted Houses.” Mr. Charles Gayler's
local arama, “Dust and Diamonds,” [s8 in prepara-
tion, to follow “The Colleen Bawn.” The Vokes, at
the Union Square, seem a fxture till the begin-
ning of the regular peason on the 1t of October.
There I8 in all this very little real encouragement
for art, but we need not despair of much excellent
acting belore the winter i8 over,

The company at the Boston Muscum has been
playing the comedy of “Divorce." The company
includes Miss Mary Cary, Mr. W. J. Lemoyne and
Mr. W. II, Crisp, well known to the theatre goera
of this olty, who, a8 o matter of course, are able to
play modern comedy; but with these exceptions,
and excepting Mr, Oharles Barron as Alfred Adri-
ance, 1t is played as gravely and stiMly as the “The
School for Bcandal.” And it requires, on the Bos-
ton boards, ncarly an hour longer than ls neces-
sary for its Interpretation,

The fact that Mr, Joseph Jefferson I8 playing at
Booth's at the sgame time that Mr. G. L. Fox 1s act-
ing comedy at the Grand Opera House reminds us
how successfully each has followed his own line
gloce they appeared together at the Olymplo
undér Laura Keene's management. Almust equally
great, they are equally the representatives of dif-
ferent methods. With Mr. Jeffurson, especially in
his great part of Rip Van Winkle, every detail
down to the minuteat gesture s carefully studied
and settied as firmiy aa the lawas of the Medes and
Persians. Mr. Fox, on the other hand, depends to &
great extent upen the \uspiration of the moment,
as I8 well llinstrated lo the death of Pyramus,
where he always dies according to the temper of
the house. During the three weeks Fox played
Bottom this season the death scene wae never
twice allke. Rip Van Winkle has gone to sieep
for years with the same motion of the hand and
arma.  But both artists are worthy ol careful and
repeated atody as among the greatest represen-
tatives of American art, elther past or present

It 18 oot judgment In advance to proteat agalnst
guch “star” asctors as Miss Maggie Mitchell and
Mr. J. E. Emmett In advance of thelr appearance.
Neither of them can bring ua anything in the way
of aramatic art worthy of serlous consideration,
and both do great injury to a protession where
they hold places {ar above their merits. Mr. Em-
mett's “specialties” are even more reprehensible
than Miss Mitchell's maudiin juvenllity, but we
guppose they must be endured tll our people
learn that & good stock company in our theatres 18
worth a thousand such feebly Nickering stars,

Theatre beging the regular season 18 by Mr. George
Pawcett Rowe. We presume Miss Rose Eytinge
will make her first appearance 10 thia place.

That “‘emincat young American actor,"” Oliver
Deud Byron, is to play “Ben MecCullongh” at
Wood's this week. Ben MeUullough was not a
great man, but there 18 no telling what an “‘emi-
nent young American actor” may do with him,

The bullding of the new Fifth Avenue Theatro,
at Twenty-eighth etreet and Broadway, I8 pro-
gressing rapldly, bat it is not likely the houss will
be ready for occupancy beiore the beginning of
November.

Mile, Aimee goes to Havana at the close of her
prosent emgagement st the Broadway Theatre,
Only two weeks remain of her New York season.
During the remaining fortuight three operas are
to be given, “La Grande Duchesse” aad “La
Périchole” this week, snd mext week, “Orphée
Aux Enfers,” which nas pot been sung here in
four years,

A nnmber of young ladies, mostiy gradustes of
the Normal College, wishing to follow up thelr

previous muscal lnstruction, bave jus formed s

The new drama with wiich the Union Square '

cenlum box which she occupled and presented
with many beautiful Noral offerings. Monsieur
Balvinl was also present, and occupied the box
directly opposite Mme, Nlsson, and was enthusi-
astically applauded as soon aa discovered by the
andience, which was one of the most fashionable
which has assembled tlus season,

CHEAP TRANSPORTATION.

Third Session of the United States Sen-
ate Committee on Transportation.

*

Statements by the Delegation from the New York
Cheap Transit Amsociation—Interesting Bta.
tistios from the Btatistician of the Produce
Exchange—What Railroads and Ca-
nals Can Accomplish—Explana-
tion of the Belgian Bys-
tem of Towage—The Con-
tinental Air Railway.

The Eenatorial Committee on Transporiation re-
sumed thelr sesslon yesterday, Senntor Windom in
the ¢hadr. The iestimony given was of considera-
ble interest and included the views of the mer-
chanta and producers as well as pigate citizena
who had given the question of transportation
great consideration, The representatives of the
Continental alr line had also an opportunity of
explaining the work they had undertaken, The
investigation was closed, ns far aa New York
wns concerned, about five o'clock. Just pre-
vious to the committee rising, the Burling-
ton delegation, introduced by Mayor Dodge, of
that city, were presented, and the Benators were
invited to stay at Burlington, on their way to Mon-
treal, in order that an opportunity might be
afforded of explaining the water route proposed
to be made in connection with the St. Lawreuce
River. Mr. Windom informed the delegation that
until the committee arrived at Albany they could
not positively say whetner they could stay at Bur-
lington, though it would give them very great
pleasure to do so.

THE BLUE LINE.

Mr. Hayes general maWager of the Blue Line,
appeared and made & supplementary statement,
He sald that the local traMe in short hauls costs
more In proportion tnan the trafMe in long hauls,
For example, the ratroad recelving property
would be obliged to handle, weigh and load it at a
cost, If handled in large quantities, equal to twenty
cents per ton. The tfme of an entire train 18
oeccupied while the engine I8 putting cars in and
taking them out; a local traln occuples three times
a8 much time collecting « full train a8 & through
traln would In passing over the same distance,
Therefore, if the cars are compelled to discharge
the lond at the end of fiity mules, there
will be a corresponding expense and delay of
tralng amounting to &4 at the swo terminl for a
car of ten tons, At the same rate per ton per
mile travelled the amount netted from the fity
milea would be only $1, while the through car for
the same distance and the same rate would net §5.
The turough lnes, in order to cheapen transpor-

tation to the producer agd CONsUMEr, Wire coms
pelled to inaugurate n{uwm of wnrough
freightage, The reason for palpting the cars of

one color and calling them *line' cars, was
to distingush them 1rom ocurd  Known as
local cars; and by agreement between the

companies they are placed under one manager to
run Jor the beneflt of all lines, apd to prevent any
road irom using a “line” car for 1ts own local Lusi-
ness, to the detriment ol the Western shipper. In
repnly to questions with regard to receipts given
without guaranteelng the amount contalued in the
cur, Mr. flayes sald that there are many poinits sl
which the railroad companies are too poor to build
warenouses, Private persons own these ware-
1 met the land around them,
and for the purpose of developing the country
are porchasers of the produce, They handle
and load chelr own property. When It arrives
at lts destination It passes from the hands
of the railroad companles into  the
hands of persons not counectéd with the roads;
therefore the companies neither weigh in nor ont,
It s therclore unfeasonable to expect the roads to
guarantee the welghing at either end. From &n
elevator owned by the rallroad company lun.dln{; .
miven qnanmﬁ. sending It to Hoston or any other
point where the company owned an elevator, It 18
wul&lled out by the cowpany; they have guaran-
teed weights, deducting one per ceat for shrink-
age, It was Mr. Hayes' opinion that 1("the company
could receive and discharge they should assume the
shrinkage of one per cent, 80 a4 1o deliver the quan-
tity loaded or its vaiue. The system of inspection
at New York, where each receiver ¢laims the lden-
tical grain, instead of receiving an equal quantity
of the Ssame grain, requires more storsge capacity
than has yet been afforded. In answer to the
question of Senat r Sherman as to w| the capi-
talists of New York bulld elevators at the West and
not here, Mr. Hayes sald that the reason for not
building here was because where,there 18 lnapection
anid a large quantlty of grain is delivered in one bulk
the business 18 profitable: a small quantity occu-
EIEI the same space, except with regard to the
epth of bina, and brings no proft. In anawer to
Senator Conkling, who asked why theesystem
could not be changed, Mr. Hayes answered that
the adopted ~ to meet recelpts
usntities  could
Tha custom  had
een continped. Large warehouses, owned
and controlled by leading men ol the Corm Ex-
change, would have to be changed at a loss to their
owners ; but the necessity of the business requiring
the removal of the property by rall I8 rapidi
changlog that course of business. The correspond-
ing change must be made to meet the competition
of other seaport towns, otherwise New York must
lose (\s business. Many of the rallroads centring
in New York end in Jersey City, while the New
York Central ends in New York. There 1s, ‘conse-
quently, a difference of opinion as to what point
can be called New York. The rallway oompanies
claim that New York (8 where Lhe roadl
ends, From there the dischar Into
barges In five clr-lm«i lots, and deliver
to any ship, ‘warehouse or |nspecsion
Enrd, whether in New York, Hrooklyn or Jersey
ity. These barges are controlled entirely by per-
sons ontslde the ralrond companies. The sxpense
of this ranges [rom sixty cents to $1 per ton, lur
which neitlier the producer nor the consumer pays
anyiuing. This Is one of the Crédit Mobfiier ar-
rangements by which the companies pay but get
notning in return—not even the thanks of the mer-
chants, for the interests of the rallroad companies
and those of the merchants are ldentical; and the
railroad companies are compelled to compete with
other r towns. M

one

Ynes oentring In oOthe "
Hayes then read & brief pa showing
the pml'pmﬁnof the town of Peoria, IiL,
ilustrating condition of the towns of

the West, and showing that no section o. the
country |8 more prosperous than the Western
country, notwithstal the cries of oppression
on the .rﬂ. ol railway nopolies. Mr. Hayes
also read selections from the Board of Trade re-
turns for 1872 corroboraty
THE CHRAP TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION.

A delegation from the Cheap Transportation As-

sociation, conmsting of Messrs. er, Thurber

and Jo made statements with regard to rail-
road m'::'ﬁouukt:m control of water fronts aud
e ek by O MA. ALMORN X. WALEER.
L}
.l'oLﬂ'. H. Walker. Btalistician of the New

remedy will be in & cheaper water ronte and in the
extenslon of the rallroad system that will mees the
element of coat, but we shall need more than six
double lines to meet the business of the country, In
the far West it needs the produce of three pcres 1o
transport one to market, and that is very oppres-
glve for the produoocer, We are bringing into this
state 45,000,000 of bushels of graln more
than we grow, and New England taked o
larger amonnt. The canals since 1537 have trans-
fmrh!ll over $7,000,000,000 worth of property, snd
wve produced @ revenue sudiclent to pay for them-
selved, The tonnage of the canals for twenty-three
years has been more than donbie the mnnn%‘a ol all
the vessels entering tho port of New York. The
reatest capm&}g of the capals to move property
tastward (8 4,000,000 tons, The capacity of a canal
is lMmited to lockages, A lock snonld be able to
accommodate & boat of 2,600 tons. The price now
on the canwl 8 about two mills and o [raction 're
bushel per mile [rom Chleago to New York, und It
can haureducud by the enlargement to a Mttle over
one mill.
STATEMENT OF MR. GEORGE 0. JONES,

Mr, Jones sald that he would put before the colle
mittee what he regarded as vital to the considery-
tions or the question, and which mght be
described as general principles, For example
he believed that railroads are for publie use, an
eannot, constitutionally, be made onjects of pri-
vate apeculation, All the legislation in reference
1o riilroads in this country doring the last guarter
century has bean wrong in principle. Highwa
are for the publie good, and up to the last 0
years all lgg]smmu n that direction was lor the
publie good. Aiter a lew observations on this
general prineiple Mr, Jones said that theright of
eminens domain had been only exercised for the
general wellare, when everything done under 1t
was in the line ofstrict justice and welfare to all.
Competition in rallronds had been found by an in-
vestigating committes in Englund to always end
& combination, There could be no competition in
railroads except by a line of cars down paraliel
with the line. Property taken ana used for publie
use could never be locrensed in value, He be-
teved that the wisdom of lmiting the passenger
yate to two cents per mile on the Hudson River
and Central Rallroad, in the loglslative ncte of
1663, hand been shown in the growth of large citles
along the route. The guestion In relation to
canals, and which some people expect to get &0
much reltef from in New York city, was, he thought,
gomewhat over-estimated, He believed that in ten

enrs henoe there wounld be no amn*n.l power used
or the transportation ol freight, *Uniess there
conld be some other means of locomotive
yower than that there would not bLe o canal-

at runping. *“Examine the burden lmposed
on commerce over the canals," said Mr.
Jonmes, “and contrast it with. that imposed
h{ rallroad compontea dolng business in
tiia

State, and see whioh 18 of moet fmporiance to
the people. Duving the year 1871 this State col-
lected lor tolls over 1ta canals $L811,646, and the
pums paid to boatmen lor moving the preperty
about equailed that paid the Btate for tolls, SIX
mililon 130,&0,000] ollars 18 a liberal estinate to
pucon the burden imposed on commerce mMoved
over the canais of this Btate during the lust year.
By relerence to reports made to the State Engi-
neer and aunmr Dg rallrosd companics l.'loluﬁ
business A tate, it will be foun
tbhat these companles recelved during the

ear 1871 for traunsporting rreu;n;. $54 H
or nger [ares, $45,004,576, and irom
other sources, 431,7 making o total of
$81,162,242. From ¢ ameunt deduct §10,000,000
on {reight and $5,000,000 on passengers’ furcs, over
the Hoston and Alpany, and Lake Shore aod
Michigan Southern rosds, on business done  out-
gide ol this State, and It will be found that the
enormous sum of $43,600,000 was taken from the
reople of this State for having thelr property, and
i:s.uw,um or having their persons trausported
over its ralfroads during the past year. Yet no
political party has raised It voice against this
vast burden; und none has been_found potent
enough to compel an investigat®n into these
charges to see whether they are just or unjust,
TAE NEW YORK STEAM CADLE TOWING COMPANY,
Colonel H. D, Falconer appeared on behalf of the
canals and in reference to the Beigian system of
towage. The principle inyolved in this system s
the same that 18 in use between Purs and the river
Seine, It1s the prineiple of the dram, with the ad-
dition of a wire cable. The outer edge of the drum
I8 get with steel claspa, It accomplishes the same
purpose as the cogs do on the river Seine, Every
attempt on the Erie Canal to lutroduce any
other motive power than that of animal power has
talled because It has  been  ound to  be
more expoosive than animal power. What was
now being done by the promoters of this pian was
to put it on the Erle Canal and on the Rhine, The
Austrlap government has put it on the Dunube,
and the MKusstan government has put it on the
Yolgn, We now have in operation thirty-une
wies on the Western system of the Erie Canal.
Wo hope by next winter to disiniss horses entirely
from the Eije Canal. We can take bhoats
throngh from Buffalo to Albany In lour or
live days—the average now I8 ten or eleveén
days, The grest trouble In enlargiug the Erie
Canal 18 the supply of water. 1t 18 found here that
the supplies are Inadequate, and to wake it o ship
canal would only intensiiy the dificulty. We can
tike up from elght to ten hoats, loaded up to their
fullest capacity, either going west or going east,
Now only one nundred tous can be takeén by poats
going west. The plan will be to lay down two
cables, one golng east and the other golng weat.
The cable les nght at the bLottom of the
canal. 'The average speed is three miles an hour,
The average speed now of the horse power I8 about
one or one and a kalf miles an hour. If we had
doubie jocks all the way through we could send
18,000,000 of tons, We could cheapen the Irejght
rates about one-hall. Toe chances of a monopoly
could, be controlled by the Legislature, Our
system does not interfere with any other boats
running on the canal, inrelerence to the Belginn
gystem of raillroads, one-hall belon, to the
stockholders and the other hall to the guvern-
ment. The result is that the roads are built weil
at & low cost, and shey pay four and a hall per
cent and leave & sarplus to the government. In
Englasd there was a limited liabliity law, and all
corporations are established under it, and I throw
it out for your consideration, because I think {f we
hadl a similar genersal incorporation luw, subject to
a bureau of corporations, the same a8 they huve in
England, whose duty It is to report réspecting
these, it would be greatly to the advantage of the

country.
THE ERIE RAILROAD,
Mr. Doonan, of the Erie road, sald tnat there
were four fast freight lines on the Erie road. He
rresmswd the contracts under which those four
ine¢s ran. Those lines were the Great Western
despatch, the Erle and Pacific, the North Shore
and wne South Shore, Mr. Doonan then answered
q:;a:to?:upn:o by the mEmlu;.‘tea ;u to the capital
] of the company, aud c¢lose Lt in &
printed report. i yaiag. In
THE CONTINENTAL AIR RAILROAD,

Mr, W. C. Kippy, who appeared for the Continen-
tal Alr Raliway, sald that about three years ago a
few capitalists and enginecrs, observing the ln-
crease of commerce to the West and regarding the
Tact that the present railroad system woukl soon
be Inadequate for the through tnmu‘ entared upon
the duty of a reconnoissance of the Continent, and
this resulted in showing to shem that & line
n\rlnl: A great distance and also 8 sav-
o n es could be opullt, They ob-
tained a cuarter throughout tho diiferent
States. This line would save from fourteen to
twenty per cent tn geographical distance and also
in grades. The contracts for building & double
track have been completed, and the capacity of the
road will be very great. Abont one hundred inlies of
this road bad been laid lo Oblo and Indians, and
wis doing a large business, The entire cost of the
line would be about $170,000,000,

At the conciusion of the testimony-of J. K. Ab-
bott, the engineer of the Continental Air Line, the
comimittee sujourned, to meet in Albany on Moo~

day.

A DEADLY EXPLOSION.

One Man Killed and Another Badly
Wounded.
BALTIMORE, Sept, 13, 1878,

While John Hamiliton and Willlam Munk, em-
ployed at John G. Schwind’s stone quarry, om
Franklin street, were drilling preparatory to
blasting _this morning, & fear/ul explosion took
jwce. Hamilton was horribly cut and

About the back and legs, and died in two hours,
The deceased was tweniy-six years old, and a
native of Manohester, England. Munk was hadly

cut about the face, but will probably recover,



