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The Loss of the Ville
du Havre.

Herald Special Reports from Havre,
Paris and Versailles*

. .

CAPTAIN SURMONT IN FRANCE.

His Arrival and Reception,
with His Crew, at Havre

and the Metropolis.

THE STORY OF THE WRECK.

Lieutenant Auduvand's Fatal Error
of Judgment.

SUICIDE BEFORE REPROACH

Statements of Captain, Offi¬
cers and Crew.

PrYER AT THE PORTALS OF DEATH

Legislative Inquiry Suggested by the
French Assembly.

American Reception of the Sur¬
vivors in Paris.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
The foUowing special despatch from the

Herald correspondent at the French port of
Havre has been received, giving further intel¬

ligence and copious details of the circum¬
stances attending the loss of the steamship
Ville du Havre, of the French General Trans¬
atlantic Company's service:.

Havre, Dec. 4, 1873,
Via London. )"

Captain Surmont, commander of tho lost

steamship ViUe du Havre, arrived here at ten
o'clock this morning, on board the steamship
Alice, from Southampton, and was accom¬

panied by 60 men, survivors of the crew of
the ill-fated vessel.

RECEPTION OP THE SURVIVORS.

The Captain and his companions were

greeted upon their arrival by an immense
crowd of people who had assembled at the
wharf. A great deal of emotion was dis¬
played by the spectators, and the Captain
was frequently embraced and caressed by
his friends alter the demonstrative fashion
of the French people.

THE CAPTAIN OFFICIALLY INTERROGATED.

As soon as the party had landed they pro¬
ceeded to the offices of the steamship com¬

pany, where the Captain was closely interro¬

gated in relation to the circumstances attend¬

ing the disaster which had befallen his vessel.
Your correspondent was not accorded permis¬
sion to be present to report the facts pending
an official inquiry which is to be instituted.
RETICENCE ENJOINED ON OFFICERS AND CHEW.

During the interrogation of the Captain I
made inquiry concerning the collision of 6ome

twenty of the survivors, embracing officers and
seamen ; bnt this investigation proved a some¬

what difficult one, as the mot d'ordre had evi¬

dently been given by the officials of the com¬

pany, imposing upon all the most rigid
restrictions concerning questions put to them
until the official investigation has been made.

Subsequently your correspondent addressed
an inquiry to Captain Surmont himself, who
stated that ho was unable to reply at present,
being greatly exhausted, mentally as well as

physically.
AN OFFICER'S OPINION.

One of the officers, however, informed me,

when questioned, that in his judgment this
collision was unexampled in the manner of its
occurrence. He said further that it would
never have happened if Captain Surmont had
been officer of tho deck. The only accusa¬

tions made are against him and the second

lieutenant, Auduvund, who committed sui¬
cide.

AWAKENED TO PERII*

This officer informed me that he was in bed
ttt the moment of collision, and was awakened

suddenly by a tremendous crash, which

astaggcred the 6hip. He immediately rushed
on deck, and saw that, four of the boats had
been disabled and the masts were already fall¬

ing overboard.
THE BAILORS' VERSION.

Some of the sailors state that the "lookout"
forward gave warning that lights were ap¬
proaching through tho fog, and that tho
officer in command, Lieutenant Auduvand,
gave orders based upon such warnings, but
"that his command was too late.

TRUSTING TO CHANOFH.

Others of tho crew assort that he gave no

.orders. They affirm that he trusted to the
whan06* of being able to pass clear across the
M>ow of the Loch Earn, and that the first order
.was given by Captain Surmont, who sprung
Ito the deck just too late, however, to ho able
Mo avr rt tho catastrophe.

ohdeiw, but too late.

ll jb the general belief of the crew that

Aunuvano gave order* on wing warned, but

that they were too late, and that seventeen

seconds of time would have enabled the Ville
du Havre to pass athwart the Loch Earn's
course.

death before reproach.

The Lieutenant took the desperate chance of

running clear, but had miscalculated, and,
seeing the astounding calamity which had re-

suited from his error of judgment, in his

despair ho accepted suicide as the solution of
his own embarrassment.
There is no reasonable doubt but that he

could have saved himself.
WHAT THE SAILORS SAW.

Five or six of the sailors who were on duty
at the timo informed me that they saw the

light*; of the Loch Earn fully five minutes be¬
fore the steamer was struck.
Colonel Montague'b daughter was the first

one killed by the falling of a mast.
I'UAYEIt AT DEATH'S PORTALS.

All the passengers united in prayer during
the few moments of terrible suspense.
General admiration is expressed at the

courage of the American ladies, who deported
themselves with great calmness and made no

confusion. Seeing their almost inevitable
fate, they knelt and prayed in those solemn
moments.

the end too swift.

No one thought that the end was coming so

quickly as it did come. Captain Surmont
himself thought the ship would remain afloat
for at least half an hour.

SALVATION IMPOSSIBLE.

There were, however, two reasons why
safety was not possible. The falling masts
killed '20 or 30 persons, and many others were

drowned in their cabins in the endeavor to
save valuables.

the boats disabled.

Of a total muster of eight lifeboats five
were disabled, and three only remained in
condition for service, and these saved many
people. One of them, filled with passengers,
was destroyed by a falling mast.

the lieutenants' ebrcb.

It is believed that Surmont charged the
disaster to the negligence of Lieutenant Audu-
vaud. All are united, however, in the belief
that the Captain did his duty under the cir¬
cumstances.

THE CAPTAIN SPEAKS AT LAST.

Captain Surmont informs me, later, that he
had been on deck until ten o'clock and that
when he retired he gave orders to be aroused
at two o'clock promptly.
He was called, and saw the Loch Earn

almost instantly in collision, but believed
there would be time to save all. He at once

gave orders to each officer to take command
of a boat, but saw that two boats were dis¬
abled by the collision, and two minutes later
others were destroyed by the falling masts.

THE CREW IN DISCIPLINE.

He states that the best order possible pre¬
vailed among the crew, who placed themselves
under perfect control.
He sent the first officer aboard the Loch

Earn to apprise them of the steamer's danger
and ask the assistance of their boats. That
boat's crew remained on the Loch Earn.

the rescuino destroyer.

The Captain of the Loch Earn sent out
three boats from his vessel to pick up passen¬
gers. The Captain remained at his post also,
and endeavored to save passengers, but before
the boats had returned to the Loch Earn the
steamer went down.
CAPTAIN SURMONT'S CASE AND PRESENT CON¬

DITION.

Captain Surmont and his officers blame
those of the Loch Earn, who were

said to be as deep in cause for blame,
but, alter the examination of Captain
Surmont it is the general opinion among
the crew of the Ville du Havre that had ho
(Surmont) been on deck the disaster would
never have happened, as the Loch Earn was

seen six or seven minutes before the Ville du
Havre filled.
With emotion Captain Surmont told your

correspondent he was unable to answer his

questions intelligently, aR he iR still prostrated
in strength.
On Saturday will be celebrated high mass

for the repose of the souls of those lost Also,
on that day, a collection will be taken up, after
a theatrical performance, for the benefit of the
crew of the lost vessel.

The Survivor* Arrived In Pari*.

Paris, Dec. 4.Evening.
The survivors of the wreck have arrived.
There is extraordinary excitement among

the American community.
The movement for a collection in aid of the

sufferers is intensified on account of the recol¬
lection of the steamship Percire.

WHAT THE FRENCH PUBLIC SAY.

The general opinion centres to the belief of

mismanagement and want of discipline on

the Villo du Havre.

French Cabinet Plan of Investigation.
Versailles, Dec. 4, 1873.

In the National Assembly to-day the Minis¬
ter of State answered that the best means of

investigation relative to the Ville du Havre

calamity would be tho appointment of an in¬
ternational commission.

THE FEELING IN NEW YORK.

What the Steamship Managers Propose
To Uu-bir* Halts and Kleetrle Lights.
The Pate of the Loch Karn.The Agents
Confident of Her Safety.More About
the Lost.
More inquirer* called yesterday at the Transat¬

lantic Company's offices in Broadway, seeking tor

iriiormation of the lout or tne living. Tne com¬
pany had nothing new to (five, and to all comers
answered that they would probably hear no more
of the particulars of tne loss of the Ville du Havre
until the ottlclal investigation was ended In Paris.
Captain Suruiont was to leave Cardlir Immediately
the investigation was euded there, and, with his
officers, would report Immediately In Paris, when
the Investigation would begin. The lactof tbe lose
of the Ville du Havre would not Interlere with the
Intention of the company to run their ateamera

weekly between tliia port and trance alter
the 1st of March next. The company
had a number of extra vessels and could
do it now, but that the present state
of trade would not warraut It. As for additional
lists ol the lost or saved it would be impossible to
say anything until the arrival of vessels lor some

time to come who may have picked up some of the
survivors. The chance of such an occurrence was

exceedingly small, however, and it was more than

probable that all the names ol the lost ana saved
had been already published.

It was stated semi-offlclally yesterday that the
loss of the Ville du Havre, as well as that of several
other steamships lately, had Impressed the mana¬

gers of the various transatlantic companies with
the necessity of providing some means of making
such accidents as the late terrible one more dim-
cult of occurrence tban they have been. It Is
considered certain that had the Ville du Havre
carried

THE ELECTRIC LIGIIT8,
which were for a time adopted by the company,
and wnicli had been placed upon the St. Laurent,
one of their steamships, some years since, the col¬
lision could not have happened. It is considered
that as the light only cost $100 a day, and need
only be used during thick fogs and very heavy
weather, the charge would be very small compared
with the gain which would ultimately ensue by
making collisions with oilier vessels next to an im¬
possibility. To consider this question it Is sta'ed
tbat a meeting of the managers of the various
lines composing the Steamship Owners' Associa¬
tion will shortly be called, and that the question
of electric lights will be lully debated.
It Is also understood that the question
of life-saving raits will be also taken up, and that
many of the managers are convinced that these
rafts would secure much greater safety than the
boats whfth are attached to steamers, and which
In the Uour 01 need are almost always rendered
useless, not only from the lact that the tackle to
lower the in usually becomes bo eutangled as to no
unserviceable, but also because when launched
the boats are generally smashed against the sides
of the vessel In a heavy sea. Hafts, it is said, on
the contrary, can accommodate a much larger
number of people, are more easily launched, and,
while not tielug so easily navigable, arc gener¬
ally sater irom the Impossibility of their being
swamped.

THE USE OF RAFTS,
It is said, need not obviate the employment or
boats also. Several other questions of equal Im¬
portance to the companies and to the saving or
hnmaii life will come up at the meeting. The sew
York Uarhor Commissioners and the pilots have
already expreised themselves In favor of some
changes In the style ol precautions taken by these
lines.

THE LOCn EARN.
A Herald Tepoiter called yesterday at the

Anchor Line offlce to ascertain something con¬
cerning the Loch Karn, tne vessel which indicted
such terrible and rn'al damage upon the ville du
Havre. Mr. Caverly, one of the managers ol the
line, said that he believed the Loch Karn to be all
right, and that from the lact that she had not re¬
turned to England, where she would have been
due by this time, he thought she hail continued on
her way here, In which case they should probablyliear nothing of her until the 14th or ltitii ol the
month, at which time she would be due. Mr. Lav-
crly did not believe the Loch Karn was damaged
to any extent lor several reasous. one, that the
people who had been on hoard oi her would have
reported the lact, and, secondly, that there was no
particular reason wny she suould be damaged.
She was an iron shin, 011,400 tons burden, and came
down upon the Ville du Havre with tne lull lorce
or her prow, crashing right into her. she juBt hap¬
pened to strike the steamship In the latter h
weakest part, where the machinery was placed and
where there was absolutely no resistance but the
outside sheeting ol the vessel. Had the Loch tarn
Btruek the French steamship where the cargo was
placed he would be much more apt to believe
that the vessel might have been Injured. But even
allowing that the Loch Karn was damaged in iront
it should not militate against her continuing to
float all right, as she was built In compartments,
and the water might fill the foremost compartment
without the vessel sinking. Mr. Coverly men¬
tioned an instance of a steamship belonging to one
ol tne lineB coming to this port which had a hole
knocked in her lorward compartment large enough
to drive a horse and cart through, and which
arrived in port all right. He believed, therefore,
that the Locn Earn would turn up all right when
she was due. She lett London on November 14,
and one month would be a reasonable time to
allow her. She carried no passengers and her
cargo was not known on this side. It was a full,
assorted one. Mr. Coverly further said that
neither he nor the company had any fnrtner hope
lor the Ismallia. She was undoubtedly lost, ana he
was afraid would never be heard Irom again.

THE LOST OK THE VILLE DU HAVRE.
Mr. Hamilton M rray, who was lost on the \ llie

du Havre, was a young gi-ntleman of education
and ample means, who was going to Europe with
bis sister, Misb Murray, a charming and accom¬
plished young lady. They owned a line residence
at Oswego, N. Y. The only remaining member of
the family is a brother now at Princeton College.
The mother aud younger sister died last summer.
Mrs. Piatt, also one of the lost, was an intimate
inend of the Murray lamily, and accompanied them
to Europe for pleasure. Tliey were seen on deck
shortly before the steamer went down, and there
is some hope thut they may be on tlio Loch F arn.
Mr. A. L. C. Portman was also one of the lost.

He accompanied the late commodore Perry in his
first "Japan expedition"' as clerk to the comman¬
der-in-Chief and Interpreter, being a native of
Holland. He was of great service in this ca¬
pacity, as almost all the Japanese officials
spoke Dutch. He was aiterwards appointed
as government interpreter to the Lntted States
Commission In Washington, composed of Captains
8 F. Dupont, aiterwards in command of the naval
force at cnarlestou during the war; 8. 8. Lee, com¬
mander of the Mississippi, and D. D. Porter, now
Admiral, which commission had charge of the first
Japanese Embassy to this country.
Alter the treaty had been concluded he returned

to Japan with the Embassy in 18M>, at the request
ol the Japanese government, and served as Secre¬
tary ol the American Legation in that couutry. Ho
there perlormed, on two occasions, the duties of
Acting Minister of the United States during the
absence ol that ortlcial. About a year ago fife re¬
signed Ills posltiou on account oi ill health, and
spent a year in Europe, lie had been in this coun¬
try on a visit before his last voyage, on which he
was lost. He was about 4rt years of age aud lately
had resided in Amsterdam, Holland. He was un¬
married.

THE MEMORY OF JUDGE PECKHAM

Expression of tlxc Court of Appeal*.
Ai.bant, Dec. 4,1873.

Tlie Court of Appeals this morning gave lormnl
expression to their sense of the loss sustained by
the public and by members of the Court in the
death of Judge Peckhum. The court room and
the chair of the deceased Judge were draped in
mourning. Directly after the opening of the Court
Judge Church presented the following:.
The judges of the Court of Appeals, at their first

meeting In committee after the receipt of the
melancholy intelligence oi the death of their late
associate, the lion. Kufns W. Peckhnm, by the hor¬
rible disaster at sea on the ult., In view of the
public loss sustained by his death and of their
private grief at the sudden decease of
their friend and associate, deem it proper
to place upon the records of the Court
this expression of their estimate of his
services and character. Judge l'ccktiam has lor
many years been identified with the Judiciary of
the htatc. His judicial career began as Judge of
the Supreme Court, to which lit- was elected in the
district where he hud spent the whole of his pro¬
fessional life, and the qualities which distinguished
htm as a Judge In that position, led to his nomina¬
tion and election as an Associate Judge ol this
Court on its organl/.ation. Ills firmness, his learn¬
ing t.nd his learlessuess and independence in
maintaining his convictions, guided always by a
strong sense ol justice, which was a distinguish¬
ing mature of Ins character, won the confidence
and respect of the liar and bench and or all with
wnoni he was associated. exhausted by continual
application to the di*charge,ol the duties oi Ins po¬
sition, at the suggestion ol Ills medical advisers and
with the cordlai concurrence of his associates, tint
with reluctance on Ida part, he sought lor a time
rebel from labor, and to recruit his euergles by
temporary absence. At almost the flrst step of his
journey, ironiMwMoh his Irlends hoped he would
derive so much benefit, he met with a tragic deaih.
While we regard the loss the public has sustained
as the paramount one, we cannot refrain rroiu ex¬
pressing in this public manner our personal at¬
tachment to the deceased. The association of the
members of the Court with Caen other la neces¬
sarily most Intimate, and it developed In our de¬
ceased brother rare aud attractive qualities. His
candor in discussion, patience against opposition,
his uniform courtesy to his associates, his kind¬
ness and tenderness of Icoltug evinced a manly
and generous nature, and so endeared htm to us,
both as a man and a colleague that his death
is felt. by us as a family attllciton.
We tender to the surviving relatives ot the do-
reused ourdeep sympathy, and commend them to
the consolation, though Inadequate, to be tound lii
the record or a usriul ami honorable life.
The members of the Court will wear the usual

badge of mourning during the residue of tlic term,
and the ciers is directed to cause the chair ol the
deceased ami the court room lo be suitably draped
und to enter this expression upyu the minutot of

trie conri and to transmit a copy to tne surviviug
member* ol the family of deceased.

THE LOSSES (IF A DIHTIKIIMD FAMILY.

To the Editor of the Ukrald:.
The families of Curtis and Mixter, who ha»e suf¬

fered such loss, are nearly related to some of our

well known families in this city. Their progenitor,
Abraham Brasher, one of the "LU>erty Boys'' of the
Revolution, who married the lovely Helen Kort-
rlght, bad three daughters.Judith, Elizabeth and
Helen. The first married Colonel Fitch Hall, of
Boston, of whom Mrs. Curtis aud Mixter ,1®"
scendauts. The second, John I'intard.of th'H citv,
whose daughter Louise married Thomas L. Hervosa.
The third, Samuel U. Craig, whose son, Benjamin
1). Craig, is the Comptroller of the Blcecker 8treet
savings Bank. The families of the Kortrights, can¬
nons, Wlllings, crugers, uouverneurs, Pliitards
and Bervoss have ail descendants living in tins
cit», who uiouru the loss of tnelr connections, in
volume two, part two. ol the old Merchants there
appears a very interesting account of this old fam¬
ily. I commend its perusal to those curious in ge¬
nealogical matters. BEN EX.

COLLISIONS ON THE HIGH SEAS.

Congress To Be Memorlnllxed t»y tlie
Chamber of Commerce.

The Chamber of Commerce met yesterd"y after¬
noon, Mr. Ceorge Opdy ke in the chair.
The Executive Committee recommended the elec¬

tion of Mr. Theodore Curran, recommended by Mr.
John F. Henry, member of the Chamber. Mr. Cur-
run was unanimously elected.

It was resolved to hoid the next regular meeting
on the 8th of Jauuary.
Mr. John A. Stevens, Jr., submitted a report on

devising means for diminishing the possibilities of
steamship collisions on the ocean. The Delusions
affected not only steamships, hut sailing vessels
also. He was in Englaud in lst>2, wheu a dreadlul
accident occurred to a bark which was run into by
a Cuuard steamer. The Cunard and National lines
had already adopted separate inward and outward
tracks, by which tney made, at least, collisions be¬
tween ihelr own vessels impossible. Mr. Btevcns
then offered the following resolutions:.
Resolved, That a committee l e appointed to draft a

memorial U> l (ingress praying it to take early meas¬
ures, in concert Willi toe governments ol Other
maritime nations, to so order the ouiward »nd inward
courses ot su am vessels upon the Atlantic, as to diminish
tile daily growing danger of collisions, now the cliiel

^'Rewdved!" that the same committee be requested to
report upon the feasibility ot usn g electric lights upon
ocean steamers tor still turther security irom collision,
and the urooricn ot requiring ihat the cabins and pas¬
sages shall be always lighted at night, by lights inacces¬
sible to the passengers but which may be observed by
tiiein at will.

Mr. Stevens added, that if there had been more
lights in the cabin and passages ot the Mile du
Havre the passengers might have lound tne lilc-
preservers and many a life might have been saved.
Both resolutions were adopted and a committee

of three was appointed by tlie chair to memorial¬
ize Congress on this subject. Messrs. John Austin
Stevens, Jr., Francis 8. l.athrop and William C.
Thompson compose the committee.
Mr. Alexander Delmar relterared certain state¬

ments of his made in reference to the decrease or
the national wealth. In consequence ol the war.
Six thousand millions of dollars had been lost by
the United States by the war.
Mr. John A. Stevens said the census of 18(0

showed that the increase in the wealth of the na¬
tion was (13,000,000. That this money had not all
gone to the rich, was shown by the figures of the
savings batiks, which held now almost |70u,000,00o.
This was certainly not all money belonging to the
rich.
The Chamber then adjonrned.

ELECTRIC FOG LIGHTS.

Letter from s Practical Experimenter.
New Youk, Dec. 4, 1873.

To the Editor of the Herald:.
I have read in your journal an interview

with Mr. Mackenzie concerning the electric light
as a safeguard against accident in a fog at sea. In
August. 1871,1 had the misfortune to be a passen¬
ger on the steamer Java, returning to New York.
At eleven o'clock of a dark night (the date I do
not remember), and when in mid-occan, the Java
Btruck a Norwegian nark amidships as she was

sailing across our bow. The shock was terrific,
and when we rushed upon deck it was discovered
that we had cut the bark in halves. Alter ten
minutes not a vestige was seen ol the bark, and
out of 12 men on board of her ouly one was saved.
The day after the accident the passengers held a

meeting, and I ofTered ttiree resolutions, which
were passed. Tliey were substantially:.First,
that an electric light ought to be carried at the mast
lict.ilof everv steamer; second, tua; a buoy, with a
port fire at the top, ought to be hung at the stern
of every vessel, so that it might be fired and
dropped into tne ocean the moment nny accident
occurred, lor the purpose ol marking the spot, and
third, that a more efficacious manner ol lowering
boats should be employed, as it was several
miuutes, on the occasion I have mentioned, before
a boat could be got into the waier. These resolu¬
tions were pnollshed by tlie press about.that time.
Since then I have thought over the subject in us
scientific, as well as its humanliartau. aspects, and
1 am convinced that there is no excuse for not
using electric lights on steamers.

I have ih my establishment an electric light,
which I believe to be the only one of its kind in
America. On one dark, slightly loggy night last
summer, when it was operated on the roof or mv
bulling, people in Chatham square.a third or a
mile away.could read the newspapers as easily
as by daylight; and the shipping in the harbor, at
least two miles distant, could be seen as distinctly
as if they were lving under a noonday sun. lhink
ol the advantage of such a light at seal There is
no excuse lor not using it on every transatlantic
steamer: no more excuse than there is tor every
lireboat to be stored with cabbages and covered
with sewed and strapped tarpaulin to keep the
cabbages dry. Instead ofcosting! loo a duy as stated
by Mr. Mackenzie, my experience Hr the last
six monti.s is to the enect that such a Tight would
cost scarcely a quarter of that sum. It requires
seven horse steam power In lis operation, and, ol
course, could be easily attached to the engine of a
vessel. 1 purnose that the public shall Judge lor iit-
sell of the efficacy of this electric light. 1\ 1th that
Idea I shall nave wires attacned to the electric
machine In my building, and will run tnem to the
top ol the Central National Bank, on the corner of
Broadway and Pearl street, a block Irom my office ;
aud there, at six o'clock to-morrow (Saturday)
evening, December 6. the light will he shown, being
thrown up and down Broadway. \ou can judge of
its worth bv Us effect on your JIbhald building,
yours, FlrJ trnTv, FRANK LESLIE.

LITERAKY CHIT-CHAT.

Mr. Tennyson, it is said, made a contract with
Messrs. Stratum. of London, to be paid 4,ooo
guineas a year for the exclusive right to publish
bis poema But the bargain was better lor the
poet than for the publishers, who, naviug lost
several thousand pounds by the transaction, have
notified Tennyson of their determination to termi¬
nate the agreement. Here is one notable instance
at least, in which the publishers did not gobble all
the profits of popular works.
The London Morning ITess, a new projected

morning daily, is to be published at ten o'clock
and to contain the cream oi the Times, Daily Sevcs
and other morning papers issued some hours be¬
fore. Per contra, there is a movement among the
newspaper publishers to procure an act making
copvright for 48 hours all original matter printed
In the public Journals.
The Spectator has an article on "Literary Fans-

Culottelsni," In which It shows up Mr. Frederick
Harrison, of tho Fortnightly Keciew. Mr. Harri¬
son's writing. It says, is aiways in the superlative
degree and tne imperative mood.
Lady Morgan, one of the most feather-brained,

restless creatures who ever glittered in the world
of lemalc authorship, used to say, wnen pressed to
tell whether sne was Irish or Eiigllsli, that she was
born on the sea between Ireland and England.
Mr. Baring-Gould attempts to smash a Romish

saint, Saint Symeon Salos, in tho last Fraser's
Magazine.
Mrs. anna Wilkes has written a book to prove

the pleasant hypothesis that Ireland i? "Tr of the
Chaldees."
The First Volume of Rev. John O'Hunlon's

"Lives of the Irish Saints" is published by Butty A
Co., Dublin. Few of our readers will be prepurcd
to bear that there are no less than 3,000 acts, com¬
memorations or festivals of Irish saints, and Mr.
O'lianlon's work will make twelve large volumes.
the Most Noticeable Production of the year in

France is the "Book of l'oetlc Laurels Strewn
I'pon the Grave of Thdophlle Gamier," by some ISO
living writers.French, English and German. Mr.
Swinburne contributes six poems, two of which
arc In Trench.
The "Granges and Farmers' Clubs in Amer¬

ica" have got Into the Oomhill Magazine In a well
written and carefully considered article.

I»r. Russell, in his "Diary During the Last Great
War," describes Marsnal Kazaine as "a sensuous,
carp like sort 01 a man, with a good deal of swag¬
ger; acttA'. billiard kind of general, all feathers
ami boots, like Wuiticiu Scott."

WASHINGTON.
The Nomina'ion of Attorney General

Williams Not Yet Confirmed.

Feverish Anxiety of Colonel Bristow
Concerning Two Persons.

Virtuous Rush of Honest Representatives to
Keep Their Salaries Down .Ben Butler

Tries to Help Them.A Committee
of Seven Appointed, with

Power to Fix the Bill.

Washington, Dec. 4, 1813.
Rush of Bills In «»*e Howe for Che Re¬

peal of Increase of Salaries.A Commit¬
tee of Seven to Fix Up a Bill.
An avalanche of bills poureil in upon ttie Speaker

this morning lor the repeal of the Increase of
salaries or Senators ana members. About half the
House had bills to offer, and Butler created a laugh
by suggesting that the House take a recess of 15
minutes In order that the remaining members
have time to dralt similar bills. Beck offered a

bill to equalize the President's salary by the non-

approprlation of contingent expenses lor the
White House, which has averaged $23,500 a year.
There was some sharp firing between Cox and
N'egley, the latter accusing Cox of taking the en¬
tire summer to return his back pay Into
the Treasury. Cox said that was not
true, and Negley replied that he took his lulorina-
tion from the newspapers, and that when Mr. Cox
convinced him. in the language of a gentleman,
that he was wrong lie would correct Wis charge.
So great was the anxiety of members to make po¬
litical capital for themselves by preseutlug bills
upon the salary question that an old member re¬
marked alterwards that during 10 years in the
House he had never seen so much demagoglsm
displayed there. The discussion Anally closed
by the unanimous adoption of a resolution appoint¬
ing a special committee of seven to present a bill
to the House, the committee to have the privilege
to report at nny time. It is expected they will
bring in a bill to-morrow or Monday. The following
is the committee:.Ilale, of Maine; Muynurd,
of Tennessee; Kassou, of Iowa; Scoflcld, of Penn¬
sylvania; Niblack, of Indiana; Benott, ol Ohio, and
Hale, of New York. Niblack and Jewett are demo¬
crats. Hale, of Maine; Maynard, Scofleld aud
Niblack were members of the last Congress. The
record of the old members Is that Hale and Niblack
voted against back pay; Maynard and ScoAeld
voted for it.
Rev. Byion Sunderland To Be Senate

Chaplain.
The republican caucus to-day decided to nomi¬

nate Rev. Byron Sunderland, paBtor of the First
Presbyterian church, as chaplain, and will proceed
with the election when the Senate again meets on

Monday next. At tnis caucus It was also resolved
to exercise the greatest care to prevent the delib¬
erations of the caucus and executive sessions
leaking out. No formal action has as yet been
taken on selecting a President pro tern, of the
Senate.

General Brlstow Getting Alarmed.
General Bristow, the nominee lor the position or

Attorney General, is somewhat alarmed at the
delay in the confirmation of Mr. Williams as Chief
Justice, and has asked several Senators II his con¬
firmation depends upon the confirmation of Mr.
Williams. He was informed to-day that it did not,
and the Senate might act on his appointment first.
Mr# Williams' Nomination Referred to
the Committee on Judiciary.The Presi¬
dent's Study of the Question Before His
Action.
The nomination of George H. Williams to be Chief

Justice was to-day referred to the Committee on

Judiciary, but no further action was taken on the
subject in executive session. It is stated that the
President, from the beginning, made up his mind
not to appoint a successor to CUlef Justice Chase
Irom the Supreme Court bench, and that he aid
tender the appointment to senator Conkliuir. who
declined it. He then wished to appoint Caleb Cush-
lng aud retain Attorney General Williams in the
Cabinet until near the expiration of the Presiden¬
tial term, calculating that by that time Mr. dish¬
ing would retire by reason of age, and in that
event he would appoint Mr. Williams. Tin pro¬
posed appointment of Mr. Cusbing not being con¬
sidered expedient by the Cabinet hastened the
President's purpose to appoiut Mr. Williams. The
nomination of Chief Justice Chase was confirmed
the same day it was sent to the Senate; but iu this
case, considering the importance or the position,
and without the slightest discourtesy to Mr. Wil¬
liams, it has been thought best that the nomination
shall go through all the preliminary lorms, in ac¬
cordance with the rules.

Nominations Sent to the Senate.
The President sent the following nominations to

the Senate to-daySilas Garber, to be Register of
tnc Land office at Lincoln, Neb. Postmasters.
John M. Moore, at Salt Lake City; t. G. South-
worth, at Hudson, Mich.; Josepn S. Baner at
Mason City, 111.; Thomas W. Abraham, at Pioche,
Nev.; also a large number of promotions iu
the Navy, made during the recess of
Congress, among tliem Joseph Beale, to be Chief of
the : Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, and William
N. Jeffers, to be Chief of the Bureau of ordnance.
The Senate Committees.The Unimpor¬
tant Changes that Have Been Made.
location of the Democrats.
The republican Senate caucus this morning re-

ceivcd and agreed to the report of the committee
appointed to revise the Senate standing com-
mittces. The list of committees of the Senate
elected shows no change in the chairmanship of
any important committee of that body, the only
one being In the Committee on Engrossed Bills,
which is given to Mr. Bayard, in place ni Mr. Cas-
serly, resigned. This la the second democratic
committee of the Senate, that party being allowed
two, the other being the Committee on Privaio
Land Claims, ol which Mr. Thurmun retains the
chairmanship. The new Committee on Civil Ser¬
vice and Retrenchment Is presided over by Mr.
Wright, of Iowa. Mr. Boutwell lias been taken off
tne Committee on Privileges and Elections and as¬

signed to the Commerce Committee, in place or
Mr. Mitchell. The Committees on Military Affairs,
Naval Affairs, Judiciary, Appropriations, Patents,
Revision ol the Laws, Revision of the Rules
and two or three minor coinmltteea
remain unchanged. Mr. Boutwell is also
put on the Committee on Claims, in place
of Mr. Dennis; aud Mr. Davis and Mr.
(loldtliwattc urc two additional members of the
committee authorized to be enlarged by the Senate
to-day. Mr. Morrill, of Maine, Is assigned to the
Committee on Indian Affairs In place of Mr. Sher¬
man, and the latter takes a place on the new com¬

mittee. Messrs. Stockton and McCreery, demo¬
crats, are added to the Committee on Foreign'Relations. Messrs. Sumner and Morton are the
two new members or the Committee on Education
and Lahor. Mr. Boutwell also has a place on tho
new committee, and Mr. Sumner goes ou the Com¬
mittee on Privileges and Elections in place of Mr.
Bayard, the latter, as above noted, taking the
chairmanship or the Committee on Engrossed
Bills. Mr. saulsbury takes tho place of Mr.
Boutwell on the Privileges and Elections Com¬
mittee. Mr.* Stevenson, democrat, Is removed
from the Committee ou Indian Affairs and given a

place on the Civil Service and Retrenchment. The
Committee on Foreign Relations remains un¬

changed lrom last March, except two democratic
members are added.uamely, Messrs. Stockton
and McCreery.

Ex-Itnator Patterson.
Ex-Senator Patterson Is In Washington, hm ing

returned from an extended trip through Europe.
Redemption of National Hank °

Refusal In New York .» Consequence
of Agents Being Not Known.
The Comptroller of the Currency s r_

complaints that national bank noes '

number «r ' p.""" "
. IK rt.k'.minf! .«»»') '» .»« «'» <" "«w 1,r"

payment reiuneu, tne agent navrng oeor. cnangrr^
without the approval of that omcer, an require*
by section 32 of the National Currency act. Na¬
tional banks neglecting to In orm the Comptroller
of changes In redemption agents are thus liable to
have their notes protested, when application to
the Comptroller would prevent such protest.
A Proposition to Have the Various Got*
ernuirntal Departments Represented at
the International Exhibition of I87G..
Favorable Reception of the Idea.
Director Generol Coshorn has submitted to

President Graot, through the secretary of State, .
plan for a collective exhibition by the Executive
departments at the International Exhibition in
I87fl. embracing all the objects produced by the es¬
tablishments subject to their control or direction,
as well as such written statements and specimens
of blanks and forms as will illustrate, In a practical
and simple manner, the functions and workings of
each department. 1'he Secretary of the Navy and
the secretary ol War have man bested a hearty ap-
proval ol the proposal, and It is understood tho
heads of the other departments are equally
ready to co-operate lu presenting to tho
visitors of all nations an Insight of the actual
structure and operations of the Executive depart-
ment sof this Republic, und In showing Its expan¬
sion from the early days of Its creation. The
President will Rhortly issue an executive order
giving effect to the proposed plan. The National
Academy of Design at New York, the leading art
organization or the country, has adopted resolu¬
tions main testing its interest in this exhibition
and Its desire to aid in making the art department
one of the most interesting leatures. The Presi¬
dent, Mr. Ward, has officially communicated thin
fact to the Centennial Commission.
The President Visited by Alexander II*

Stephens.
Among the callers at the White House to-day

was Representative Stephens, of Georgia, who was
received by the President in one of the reception
rooms on the main floor. Mr. Stephens was ton
feeble to ascend the stairway to the President'*
office.
War Ships for the Atlantic Squadron.
The United States steamer Franklin, 39 guns, and

the lron-clads AJax and Terror, the former carryinir
2 and the latter 4 guns, will be ready on Monda/
to join the North Atlantic squadron.
The Indiana Case of NelT Against

Shank*.
The House Committee of Elections will meet to¬

morrow and take up the contested ease of NctX
against Shanks, of the Ninth Indiana district.
Indian Delegations for the Katabllali-
ment ot a New Territorial Govern¬
ment.
Colonel Boudlnot, of the Cherokee Nation, and

General Porter, ol the Creek Natton, are now in

Washington to advocate the establishment of tho
Territorial government ot Oklahatna, according to
the treaty stipulations of 1866. Delegations for a
like purpose from the Senunolcs, Chociaws and
Cbickasaws are expected to join them in a weelc
or two.

The Week's Customs Receipt*.
The customs receipts tor the week ending on

the 29th ol November were as tollows:.
Boston $280,4.",8

New York 1,346,01ft
Philadelphia 676,32ft
Internal revenue receipts to-day, $263,664.

WEATHER REPORT.

War Department. i
Office ok tiie Chief Signal officer, jWashington, Dec. 6.1 A. M. J

ITobabttitits.
For New England and the Middlf. AtlantHJ

States, partly cloddy and clearing weather,
with low temperature, will prevail, the press¬
ure INCREASING WITH FRESH AND OCCASIONALLY
BRISK NORTHERLY TO WESTERLY WINDS.
For the lake region, brisk to high southwesterly

to northwesterly winds and partly cloudy weather,
with low temperature.
For the Ohio Valley and westward to Missouri,

variable winds with areas of snow, the tempera¬
ture remaining low during Friday.
p or the South Atlantic and Eastern Unit state*,

Increased pressure and possibly light rain, fol¬
lowed by clearing and cooler weather.
Fur the Northwest, winds backing to southerly,

with slightlv rising temperature and cleur or deal¬
ing weather.
Cautionary signals continue at Toledo, Erie,

Buffalo, Oswego, New York and New London.
Reports are missing Irom the upper lake region,

the Southwest and the extreme Northwest.
Alter the 10th inst. the display of cautionary

signals will be suspended at the lake ports for tho
winter.

The Weather In Thla City Yesterday.
The lollowlng record will show the changes IB

the temperature tor the past twenty-four bourn
as indicated by the thennameter at lludnul'n
Pharmacy, IIkrai.d Bunding:.

1872. 1873. 1872. 1873.
3 A. M 38 51 3:30 P. M.,.. 36 ta»
6 A. M 37 53 6 P. M 34 6ft
II 1. II 35 55 9 P. M 33 61

12 M 37 64 12 P. M 33 40
Average temperature yesterday MX
Average temperature lor corresponding date

last year 36tf

HUDSON RIVER NAVIGATION.
I'OUOFIKKKPSIE, N. T., DCC. 4, 1873.

The heavy thaw which commenced yesterday
still prevails, and to-night all the ice in the Hudson
is 011 the move, and navigation Is once more open
toAloany. a tow ol canal boats left Hudson to¬
day. hound south. The ice at Castleton is running
erapldly.

THE CONNECTICUT RIVER OPENING.
Hai.tfohp, Dec. 4, 1873.

The Connecticut River is clear of ice from Middle-
town to the Sound, and, as the water is rising, the
river will probably be clear ironi this city to-

THE STOBM AT CHICAGO.
Chicago, Dec. 4, 1873.

A very severe wind storm prevailed in tlua
vicinity (luring the whole of last night, and its vio-
lencc was but little abated this morning. Consid¬
erable damage w.is done to unfinished buildings
aud by the demolition of plate glass windows in
occupied structures. Telegraphic communica¬
tion was also much embarrassed. The weather is
very cold.

THE STORM AND RAILROAD ACCIDENTS IN
KENTUCKY.

Louisville, Dec. 4, 1873.
The storm last night was the most severe thai

has visited this city lor some time. Much damage
was done by the rain and wind.
A fallen tree tnrcw the engine of a passenger

train on the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad into a
ditch. The engineer and fireman escaped with a
lew slight bruises. None ol the passengers weio
injured.
The engine of a freight train on the Jefferson-

vlile Railroad was throwu from the track oy a
fallen tree, near Rushville. The fireman was in¬
stantly killed aud the engineer was latally scalded.

THE HURRICANE IN THE WEST.
CINCINNATI, PPC. 4 1873.

Private advices report the wind storm of last

night as very geuerai, causing floods in the rlver9

throughout Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. Trees
were blown across ilie Atlantic and Croat Western
Railway, near Akron, and the Richmond and
Chicago Railroad, in tins stare, and the I an Mand.o
Rillroad, Indiana. A barn was struck by lightning in
Highland dounty and burned. Several houses
were unroofed at Laurel, Ind., and u barn blow«^
down back of Covington, Ky. The damage doneKT
this city was but slight,

THE STORM AT OMAHA.
Omaiia, Neb., Dec. 4,

A heavy wind from the northwest prevailed hew
ast night, with a slight tall of snow. The ther¬
mometer was one degree below v.ero. The storug
extended west several hundred miles. The Ciuct.'
Pacific trains will sulTer no delay.

THE BEEKEEPERS' A880CIATI0N.
Louisville, Ky., Dec. 4, 1873.

The North American Beekeepers' Association,
after two days' session, adjourned to day to meet
in Pittsburg on tbe second Wednesday of Novem¬
ber, 1874. The attendance, though not large, was
good. A committee was appointed to represer*
the bee interest at the Ccn'onnial Kxhii itiou at
Philadelphia.


