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REPLY OF FLYVOUTH CKDBCE

i Beeeher's Statement of the Eeclaaiastical
Attitude of the Church.A Strong and EmphaticStatement.Al Beeenaideratmof tlie Bowan Qm in the

Light of tho Protest
t

The usual Plymouth Church Friday evening
prayer meeting. which vraa opened by Mr. Beecher, |
f tbe extended butneaa «( tbe adjourned businessmeeting of tbe church, which was held immediatelyafterwards. Mr. Edgerton was appointed(ibitiBMi. After the reception of the

mames of a number of persons who were candi-
dates tor membership, Mr. Sherman, the
clerk of tbe church, said that before
he read a letter which had been received
by Plymouth church from Clinton avenue and
cnoreh of tbe Pilgrims, congregational churches,
be desired to say that he had communicated by
IStUr With the clerk of the Clinton avenue CongrepbUsualchurch in reference to tins letter, in which
Me bad drawn the clerk's attention to rales in the
menus! of that church which required that notice
of regular and special meetings of the church
beuid be given from the pulpit on tbe Sunday prewwiiaso tbe meeting, and asking the clerk
So forward to him certificated proof that
Sbls requirement had been complied with.
Be had delivered that letter himself to
She clerk, and though he had not received from
tbe latter any written acknowledgment, the clerk
-bad said to him (Mr. Sherman) that he might say unofficiallythat there had not been any notice of any
01 the meetings to which the letter he was about to

read had reference to read or announced from the
pulpit oX the Clinton avenue Congregational
church. Mr. Sherman then read the letter of these
two churches, which has been already published.
Tbe meeting received It by a unanimous vote, and
ft was placed on the minutes of the church.

ANSWER OP PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
IIr lter>r»)u»r wind that fh« lp.f.tnr that tho rlcrK.

Mr. Sherman, bad read bad been received by Him,
ud on it coming into bin bands he thought that it
demanded the consideration of the brotherhood cf
the church. He had had the lorm of a reply drawn
up. and be thought that not only his own thought,
Tint also that of others should be sought, and thereforehe ashed several brethren to communicate
fo him their opinions in writing. From these be
had drawn np a reply. He would move that tbe
reply, should the meeting adopt it, le signed by
the chairman and the clerk of the church, and lorwardedto the respective churches, tie then asked
J*roleabor R. R. Raymond to read this reply

THE RKI'LY.
To Eev. Richard & storks, D. D.-, Rev. William Ives
Buddinuton, L>. D., and Messrs. Richard P. Kick,
ahchibald Baxter, Dwiuht Johnson, Joshua M. Van
«Jott, Kli Myuatt, Jr ; Walter T. Hatch, Lucie*
blkdhetr, aleked s. baRMKS. james w. kl.well, hautrtB. Spelra*. Thohas S. Those, Augustus K, I.isby.
planen b. Candler. Calvin c. Woolwobtb, Committee
1>bak Brkthrhn.Your lekter of December 15 hRs been

received and read t» this church. It is largely occupied
with explicit or implied comparisons between tbe Conpregationalisniol Plymouth church aim Uiat 01 the
vAurehcs von represent That there Is a ditlereitce we
admit, and since this mar be our last reply to you, we
feel that the time has arrived lor a statement ou >mr
part, setting forth tbe principles which have constituted
the inspiration of"our history.
Plymouth church was lounded at a time when the dom

tnation of ministers in newiy formed Congregatiotial
churches In the city ol New York had excited profound
indignation; and its members were determined irom the
beginning to vindicate the rights of the brotherhood.
They refused to allow a council to organize them, protesting,in the midst of the -ervice, and obliging the

«tliei*ting minister to recognize ihe fact tbat ot their
own sole, right and authority they organized themselvesinto a church.
They refused to allow their minister to preside ex
find at any meeting! and there never has been a formal
business meeting ol the church at which he has presided,
unless elected by vote of tbe church.
They even went so tar. in the earlier years, ss to refuse

ta allow turn to preside, except by special appointment,
at the prayer meeting ot the church. lest he might take
advantage ol that position to call, by virtue ot a careless
general consent. iudiOerence or Ignorance, Irregular
business meerings.
According to our rules, no bntfness (with a single defl- f

mte exception' can be conducted at any meeting of the J
church, <>t which previous notice has not been given from ,the puipit; and in tne 26 years of our history there r
has lever been a raw in which business of importance Jha* een transacted by the pasmr. or anv officer or uny *'

i-oininithe, except as specincallv determined by a vote Jjot a called meeting of the whole church. °

it Is la view of thia hiitory and uniform practice that "

we declare ourselvea to repreaent the Congregational T

« polity more truly than either of the two churches .

in whose name you have called as to account It is 1

this history and constitutional policy of our Church
which should be known by those who would fullv un-
derstand the steps we have taxen since your interfer- *
care in our domestic affairs. It is this inbred and
unalterable spirit of Plymouth church that is ignored
by those who charge us with a change ol ground in the
interpretation of the rules of onr manual, given at our
recent meeting. It is our adherence to this principle,
chat the authority ot the church does not reside in the #

pastor. nor in any standing committee, but in the whole i
brotherhood itself, which constitutes our peculiar difli- *

cully In dealing with committees professing to repre- I
Bent two churches our near neighbors 1

for it Is well known that in neither of those churches g
has ever been heard the voice ot the brotherhood In »

open and called assembly pionouncing upon the sub-
jecta alleged to be at issue between them and us. Your '

committees are but a pastoral emanation, authenticated 1
by nothing better than a church meeting, the residuum

f a prayer meeting, gathered without public call or
aoaea.
While the whole spirit and temperament of Plymouth

cfta/ch, resulting iroui its origin and its management,
on principles equally applicable to all Congregational
churches, renders it averse to Interference in its domes- 1
tic affairs on the part of any other church, yet bad ihls
course been taken kindly and fairly by the whole
brotherhood ot both or either of the chnrcnes to which
we have referred there would have been every
disposition oil our part to afford them all the
light and know,edge that tbev reasonably could have 3asked. This we said, in substance, in our flrst reply;
but it teems to have been unnoticed or forgotten. In- I
trad of being tbn.> approached, Plymouth church has tbeen arraigned, cat*-rhized, conditionally judged and 1

threatened, and all the questions of tact, of our independency,of our responeibitity. of our relation to
« ongregationalUui, of our competency to join In callinga council or to take part in one when called, have
been determined for our instruction. Under the plea

t a desire to be enlightened, a persistent attempt has
been made to enlighten u«. And this treatment, to which
tbe sell-respect ot our church and its sense of the influenceo: its example and testimony would not allow It
to submit, has proceeded from a joint committee which,
whether technically irregular as respects both churches
represented or not, was at least, in ita origin and authority.so foreign to the habits of this church as to render it
almost impossible for us to transact business with it.
We do not complain, brethren, of the phraseology of

your letters. It is of the substance 01 the thing covered
by that langnage that we complain You hare assumed,
from the beginning to the end of your correspondence,
an unwarrantable attitude towards this church
We hare hitherto waived these considerations and

many others in the hope ot an arnica tile adjustment.We have not used the material in our hands for an offensivewuriare; and we hope to be. spared the necessity
of a course that could not be otherwise than iniurious to
the peace of the commonwealth of Congregational
churches. And we do now again waive all these just aud
natural scruples in replying to your Last letter.
But we wisli it now to" be distinctly understood that we

must hereafter decline to receive from vou documents
which are not accompanied by proof ot the anthonty of
the whole brotherhood of your churches, regularly and
deliberately conferred, and that we mast decline to rereivein any ease, trom them or from vou, letters containingcovert insinuations against the character of any
ol the members ot this church.

Willi these reservations, we now prooecd to answer
your letter of December 15 In the first part ot it vuu
numerate the point* which you would probably have

desired te bring betere a mntcal advisory council. But
after this enumeration vou proceed to sav that the most
recent declarations ot this church have completely
altered the whole case, and that, if these Acclaratinns
are adhered to. you do not see how we
could enter any council. We inter that ,vo«: mean to
withdraw jour invitation, and wr shall therefore postpone»uj discussion of ita terms eatll It shall have been
renewed bv your churche*. We do not decline to join
iu calling a mutual council: it is you who a-caa to us to
bare first uttered an invitation, under dubious au thority,
and Uten withdrawn it.

In the second part of yonr letter yon argue 1k at the
r*< < nt declaration of this church, qaotins and !nr< rprettuKis ancient and unaltered rule*, constitutes a cVtange
In s position equivalent ui a voluntary disavowal of
4 " irrcitrtttonal lellowsbtp. This Is not the caaep for
4 "iiurevatioaalisTti is the conduct of the affairs oT the
church by the Wlioie brotherhood, not embarrassed bv
theuna«l»,t interference of other churches. Tnts v.iew
ot it t«. »t Ua.t na Plymouth church; it Is si »old
its in uu i°.4,ngrerational writers who have expound'dtlie prtneiDies which lteiter sums up in the loliuwia g
ItUlU'lItliv^w.

hl">*u "fee and through that of Hlsapoatlea.placed upon the ttH al ehurch the sole and tinal re ponMl'tliiyot itsafiatrv-iindar himself."-Page 46.
!i,0VJ" y 2'1 .V® 'Mivldnal churches. In obedience to

filiri.^it-a .lo .,m<w tr,# apostolic ere, perlormtint, smelted all the luncumts of their clmrrh lite, butthe sole responsibility ol th»ir lira and labor* wsui laid .*"dtl'*ru "fl the apostles, who
.«verywhage rccogiured the rutu and duty of the breth- 1
r+u to mala* flnaMp* i«ion up<>n all rn attar*.".Pair* 47.Ihia vkw wr aj*t. b«lieva tx> txj ar,<,Htolicrljun/ir*. Thr position of Plymouth liurch <leiibrratelvtaaen at the beginning and uevar h»n7ed islbngregatbmaiissu. as we understand it, u0lli ..

" .J ..aa.terimned to maintain it H "" "*

That II doe* not prevent a church from giving or re. r
reiving lallowshlp, advice snd assistant* »utti> lentlv «proved by the whole history ot tins church and oi hnn B.#l"eds ot other Congregational churches. That we haveliot now suddenly invented, or discovered or remem. t'
L» >ed It may appear Iroin the remarks made in the D.!> la
jot ot this church last June, oa the occasion ot a olieV. m«ion lor the Congregational Union, a copy of Which, as 7<gdK.nographlca.lv reported, is appended to this letter.
We hava no desire to interfere with the churches yo* m

represent in any course thew mav teel constrained to '»1
take. If they choose to withdraw ironi a truly (iongre- tl
fictional UrUowahip it is their right so to do. But we have a
not withdrawn, and we will not withdraw. Nor can we y
eurrender. for thslr accommodation, the fundamental ;
principle by virtue ot which we exist as a church-the
| nncipie ot our solrtnn and sole responsibility to the '
tour inr he management «' our owu affairs1
WmUuiM >o« Uu oflii.k^Kuiucnt ot Lbg bbtfit "bus J J

NJK
s*y"Mt> of duty aim praying that yeu way he led te
"stints* \b that mutually independent fellowship an.I
a'Bally vuiunUry and cordial eo-operaiion whi< h we
sve tor to many years enjoyed, and which w« nav*
»e nothing to <f»«turl. at arc
iwixs ui t'krutui liberty and love.

KKMaRKS Or MR. HKFCTTKR,
»« 29. l«73, in Plymouth church, on the occasion

f » collection for the Cuugregattouai L'niou:.
Congregationalism It an independency of local
hurcno*. It asserts, an its prime i.lea, that each particuirchoreh la a ported cl<arch, and that no tar as distuneand government are concerned it stand* without
ecessnry allegiance or sablecMon either to any neWhoringchurch or to awe ollectton ol churehes. Cougrnatuiaalisuiorganizes itseli urst as lite lauiily organizes
iaelt each family standing on its owu proper indopendntbama

*

Bui then, as all families (lad themselves stregthened and
OBilorMd by instituting a relation of good ''lehUirhn <1
rub near larailtoa. so Congregation*. ctiurcnes euier into
JJiance wiih neighboring churches, anJ accept and renterkind voluntary offices
There is no t-celesta*tu-aJ government between charch

inrt church. Ii a church needs counsel it asks It; it it
Iocs not want counsel it does not ask it Everv church
s understood to he competent to the lurisdicti. n ot its
iwn affairs If it be nol, it goes tor help where it dunks
t con beat get it
I think the Congregational form is the best, though

ither form* are good. It is more in accordance with the
knglo-Saxon spirit sad with our political institutions
ban any other form. Congregationalism Is very much
tke our household independency.
We Ceugregationalists, because our churches are indelendentaad separate, need, more than any others, to
int voluntary fellowship; and, there lore, we rail contentionsiroui tune to lime. These convention*. how

rer,have ao authority i thev simply have Influence,
k'e believe lu intlueuce, hut not is authority, tu such
natter&.
The reply was unanlmonsly adopted by the meetng.and on the motion of Mr. s. Ii. Halliday. the

tame 01 me pasuir, near; nixu ucctuci, nan

wltled to tue aigautures appended.
TUB BOWKN PKUTRST.

Mr. SnKRMAN, the Clerk, read the following retort,which was unanimously adopted
The committee to whom was referred the protest of

Jrother lleury C. Bowen respectfully submit the followri^'report .
la considering this protest it ts necessary Orst of all to

nquire what »a« the end designed to he gained l>v it 1
"his end, he informs tie, was to effect a change in the a-

ionol Um* church, by passing the lollowing rc»ouious:.,

"Kesolyed, That the action taken by this church in ae:epliu«a report of the Kaamiu 11/ ("ouiimttee and In dlsuissingcertain charges against Henry C. Bowen be and
t is hereby reconsidered.
"Resolved, That, as no evidence has been found to eonriotHenry r Hnwrn el the charges made against ldiii

iv Mr. West, such charges be aud they are hereby Ulsnlssed."
The fact" of the cane are that the charges were dieHissedby the committee for reasons asigued by theui.
iid which they have gutted in their report to the
ihiircb.
This leads us to Inquire whether the objections of
he protectant are valid agninst that action Tin-duties
it said committee as prescribed by the Church Manual
ire threefold, namely:.
"I. They are 10 examine candidates lor admission to the
hurcb.
"2. Thev are to examine or Investigate',all complaint*

nade to them against any member ol the church, and to
lecide whether there is ground lor trial

3. II itiey si- determine they are to sit as a judicial
>ody for the trial ol members against whom charges arc
uade."
Was Mr. Bowen tried before the Committee of Discipinein the exercise ot their tudicial powerr If he was,
hen be could rightfully claim all the rights and privi.
eges incident to such a trial. But such was not the
act. There was no regular trial ol Brother Bowen beorethe committee.
What, then, was none ? Simply this: The committee

col coguuance ol the complaint and ol the tacts of the
ate in order to decide whether there should be a trial
ir not. They are entrusted with powers to act thus, as .1
tirid of grand jury, aud they did not truuscend these
powers, but used them with wisdom and discretion.
They cunierred with Brother Bowen by an official subtominitiee,irom whom he could learn all that was inrnlv-siilin tliA i'i im n Imiii t hi'lurp fliA fntlimififP Ha w-m

slso called on bv Brother Halliday, from whom he could
>Dtahi full information as to anv ihargesagain.it him.
ro the sub-committee and to Mr. llalliday hu made stau

nentswhich were reported to the main committee, and
»a« upon the ttround ot these statements that they revivedui dismiss the charge* and not proceed to a trial.
This is the result which they reported to the church,

ind as it was regarded necessary, owing to peculiar
irruinstances, to make this report, it wua necessary to
naRc the chartres and also the statement!) ot Brother
Bowen intelligible. The charges in substance were
hat Brother Bowen had violated a certain statement
mil agreement as to the paetor. They therefore reported
viiat that agreement was, and also the statements of
Brother Bowen in view of which they dismissed the
harge*. This statement was not needless, on the other
land it was indispensable to a just understanding of ihtir
lotion.
in view of this statement of facte it is obvious that all

if brother Bowen 'a alleged causes ot protest disappear,
ts he was not tried he could not claim an official notice
>f charges nor an interview with the person making the
harges, nor a copy of the charges, nor a citation to
tppear, nor official notice of stepa taken, nor opportuutvof rebutting testimony, n»r an observance of thef
lirecttons in Matt xviii.. 1S-1B. And yet the spirit of
his passage was fulfilled in the appointment and visit of
he sob-committee.
The pretestant states that he had never thought of

inthonaing anything that should convey even the iruiressionot a conleswon or an apology. No such charge
ir statement was made bv the commuter. But certain! v
he complainant did authorize the stateinont "that it oil
lis part there has seemed to have been an» Departure
rom the letter or spirit of that agreement he regrets it
ixceedinglv."
Keierence is here made to the agreement with the pas»rbclore mentioned, in which he says:."X disavow all

he charges and imputations that have been attributed
» me as having been made by me against Henry Vt urd
Beecher." And again"X sincerely regret having made
inv imputations, charges or innuendoes unfavorable to
he Christian character of Mr. Bcccber."
The nrotestant complains that a private agreement was

lragged into the report of the Examining Committee.
But the document bad been widely published in the
lewgpapcra and had become public property, and was
lsed by the committee as matter honorable to Mr. Bowen
s»d just to the pastor. It was also essential to a proper
mderstanding ot their action.
it is not the rule of the Examining Committee to retortto the church the result of inquiries which do not

erminaiein judicial action. But the ostentatious pubicitywhich had been given to their proceedings, and
he extraordinary and exceptional interest that had
>een awakened in the caae. rendered It proper, botn
or ine good name ot uie prouxtsnt ami lor tne reputationot tbr- church, that in this instance the results
t' their action, which was In the nature of an inquest or
.11 inquiry whether there was cause for trial, sbou.U he
cported to the church.
four committee recommend the adoption of the folowingresolution
Resolved, 'that the protect of H. C. Bowen and the

.nsiver ot the committee to whom it was referred he
ilaced upon the records of the church.

EDWAKD BEK<"HER.
WALLACE E. CALDWELL.
Y. M. EDOERTON.

TTIE n AI.LIDAT STATEMENT.
A statement read by the Her. ft. B. U&lUday, at a
ormer meeting, in reference to an interview with
Ir. Bowen, Mr. K» W. Raymond moved should he
ilaeed on the minutes or the churcn. Mr. H. B.
Vhite and Mr. West opposed this, and after some
ikirmishing, which seemed likely, if persisted In,
0 tntertere with the general barmonr, the matter
raa, on motion of Mr. Raymond, adjourned to the
text business meeting or the church.

ROBBED AND BOASTED.

1 Kansas City Kan Brutally Murdered
at Wichita.His Partner and RoommateFound Bleeding and IJneonscions.
A Wichita correspondent 01 the Kansas City

rimes, writing rrom Wichita, Kansas, December 30,
eports a horrible murder and roasting in that
own on Christmas morning:.
Two young men named McNntt and Winner,
ecently from Kansas City, were engaged in
;he sign painting business, and had by their
luiet energy and gentlemanly conduct secured
inlte a patronage. Christmas night they retired
,0 their room about twelve o'clock. Their
ihop and Bleeping room were over a millinery
establishment on the west side or Mam street, occupiedby Misses ilanlev A Farley. During the
lay before Mc.Nutt had received $500, which he
tad about his person when he retired. He also
lad an insurance on his lUe for $fi,ooo. McNutt's

tlx months belore coming down here, but
us matrimonial llie was not pleasant.
(Yinner states that alter they had retired
HcNutt got up and went out and
ooked out of the front window. He thinks it
sras about three o'clock when McNutt got up; that
ue put on his shoes, but no other clothing; that he
-eturned to bed with his shoes on, and laid there
incovered; tnat he (Winner) talked with htm
iwhile, and then seemingly dropped off to sleep;
hat he was awakened by a heavy blow on the side;
dial be sprang out of bed and called to Joe to look
rat, and ran lor tne door in the partition, and as
le was passing through received a heavy blow on
ibe head that seemed to go all through him. This
ill occurred alter McNutt had gone to the window,
tbout four o'ciock'the citizens were startled by the
eariul cry ol fire, and rustling irom their houses
;ney saw the lurid flames bursting out or this
lUlldlng, No. "3, west side of Main street. Among
,nem they round this man W inner lying at the loot
>r the stairs, which were on the outside in the rear
if the building, In a semi-unconscious condition,

WOI'NDED AND RLEKMSO.
rhey carried bun to a drug store, when it was
onnd that he had received a flesh wound in the
eit side and also a scalp wound. He was bruised
tbout the forehead, badly scratched on the back
>r the neck and had a severe contusion on the left
trra near the shoulder. When resuscitated he
ould give no account or the origin of the lire, or
sbo assaulted him or what had become of McNutt,
rat those who were bravely battling the Ore were

iioaairiKD
vhen the floor of the second story fell In to see.
unid the curling, crisping flames, the white and
rhastly lace and head of a corpse, that fell with a
lull, heavy thud, into the glowing embers below,
men It flashed upon them that murder, foul and
lamnlng. had been committed, and tnat tlie Are
ran started to wipe out all traces of

THE HELLISH DKK1).
rhe. bodr was horribly burned and past rerornl-
ion. flits is supposed to be the body of M. >ur.t,
rtio was lonlly murdered for bis money and policy,
'here is a deep and damning piot that is yet to be
matliomed.

DEATH OF A CEffTEHASIAN.
IFrom the Cleveland nerald.)

W e are Informed that Mr. John DeFord died on
hrh'tmas Eve, near Augusta, Carroll county. Ohio,
t tl»e advanced age of 1<>6 yearn. He eras born in
ie year Jftm, seven years before the beginning of
ie re volutlonary war. He removed from Mary,udk> Pennsylvania In 17W, In which state ne
rved as one of the volunteers against the famous
whisfcey rebellion." A lew years later he reiovedto Ohio, and was one 01 the early settlers
r < arroll county. He was a member or the MefiooistKpiacopal Church lor more than 70 years
<><t Mten sat under the ministry of Bishops Aabury,
biHcoDi and other pioneers of Methodism in the
niieo statea He was a farmer, and dnrlng all the
earn of m* extreme old age enjoyed eicellent
laaith. Hi* nrst voie lor President was cast lor
bvyiMi Jeuerton,

M YORK HERALD, SATC

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.

BOASD OF ALDEfiME*.
Ao adjourned meeting of tbe Board of Aldermen

wag held yesterday afternoon, Mr. Vance, tbe

President, in tbe cbair. Tbe newly elected Alderman,Mr. Kdward uilon, was present, and on

motion of Alderman Kebr, aeconded by Alderman
Billings, Mr. GUon's name was called, and after
tbe read.or by tbe clerlt of tbe oatb of office, Mr.
Gilob answered to tbe call and took tbe aeat lorinerlyoccupied by Alderman Clausen.
Tbe minutes or tbe previous meeting were read

and adopted.
Alderman Monhkiiikr proposed the followtng

preamble and resolution eulogistic of Aldermau
henry Clausen, whose terino. office bad expired:.
Whereas the period tor wblch Henry Clausen was ap*

pointed as an Aldrriiutn of the city of New York, 10 till
the vacancy occasioned by the death ol Peter tiilsev,
having expired aad lie Is about to sever his otbcial relationwith the board, be it thereto! e
Kesolved, That in the retirement ot Henry Clausen

from the Hoard of Aldermen, by the expiration of the
term for which he was appointed, the Hoard desire to
express to him individually and collectively the high
sense they entertain ot his integrity and ability, and the
fidelity with which he performed lite duties of his office,
and to convey to linn thetg best wishes (or his future
well beiug aud happiness.
The resolution waa adopted and unanimous

consent given to the ex-member, wbo replied in a

feeling maimer, alluding to the harmony existing
in tills Board, notwithstanding tbe diversified politicalopinions of the members, and at tbe same
time coudemulng the various beads of depart-
meats for trie limited patronage neswiwea not

oniy on him wtilie a member oi the Board, but on
the whole common Council. A lew unimportant
resolutions were then passed and the Board adjourned.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.
At half-past roar o'clock yesterday afternoon this

Board met.His Honor Mayor Havemeyer presiding-Recorderllaekett.and all the members present.
Supervisor Van Scbalck offered a resolution directingthe Commissioners of Accounts to investigatethe flnaucial condition of the county, and that

for that purpose they be empowered to employ
clerical assistance, lor which an appropriation not
to exceed $6,uoo was made. Referred to the Committeeon Accounts.
Supervisor McCaiferty proposed a resolution that

the Corporation Attorney be directed to commence
action against any and all parties who have defraudedthe city out of any moneys. Considerabledebate occurred on this resolution, in which
Supervisors Monheimer, bis Honor Recorder
lJackctt and Koch participated, on calling the
yeas and nays to lay on the table. Supervisor Oilon
made his maiden speech, deeming the resolution
of Supervisor McCafferty of so much importance to
the city that he hoped the motion to lay on the
table would not be adopted, and he would vote no.
The resolution was earned.
Premises Nos. 37 and 3d Bowery were, on motion,

assignee as an armory to the PUty-hUh regiment,
M. Q. S. N. Y.
The Board then adjourned to Monday, January 12.

PARK DEPARTMENT REAPPOINTMENTS.
The Commissioners of the Department of Public

Parks made the following reappointmentsFrederickLaw Olmstcad, landscape architect, $6,600
er annum, *. ni»j juvuiu, w»ui;iui>q aiuuiicgt,

$5,200 per annum; Julius Munepeirtz, superintendingarchitect, $4,500 per annum; John Bogert,
engineer, $5,200 per annum; Frederick L. Underbilland Charles M. Harris, assistant engineers,
$1,800 per annum; Howard A. Martin and George
H. Harrison, clerks, $1,500 per annum; Samuel T.
Houghton, bookkeeper, $2,200 per annum; A. C.
Pratt, assistant bookkeeper. $1,800 per annum;
Frank A. Calkins and Max L. Thompson, surveyors,
$900and $1,200 per year; Otto Biebeth,draughtsman,
$1,600 per year: A. Hoieugren, draughtsman, $1,200;
Arthur Krause and Ed. M. Kemp, draughtsmen,
$1,200; H. Hermans, P. J. Malioney, Daniel Campbelland Edward A. Miller, rodmen; Charles S. Millard,Edward Van Yalkenburg, Michael J. Kelley,
chalnmen; Patrick Phillips, Joseph K. Cboate, w.
A. Jeffers, M. G. Robinson, Frank Odel!, John Gleasonand Cortlandt E. Palmer, axemen; W. H. salmon,tapman; Jonathan Gaddls, laborer. Appointments.WilliamK. Beames,-property clerk, $2,500
per annum: Carnot Meeker and Christopher
Smith, foremen.

CUUJITX (UjE&K'B Uri'lUE.

Mr. Walsh, the new County Cleric, yesterday
made the following appointments:.John Von
Claim, Clerk of the Third Part, Snpreme Court,
Circuit, in place ol Thomas F. Gilroy, removed;
llu-'li F. Doian and Thomas F. Grady, ilecording
Clerks in County clerk's Office.

GITT AND COUNTY TREASURY.
Comptroller Green reports the following disbursementsand receipts ot tne Treasury yesterday:.

Claims paid.Number of warrants. 14, amount
in* to S17S,804

Pay rolls.Number of warrants, 3-7, amounting to. 94.176

Total <269,'J80
aaoBira.

From taxes of 1873 and interest <8,137
From arrears ol taxes, aase**iuenhj and interest.... 3.MS
r ruin collection ot assessments and interest.. a,4««
From market rents and lees 273
From water rents 3,081
From permits to tap water pipes 23
From Bureau ol' Permits, Mayor's othce 500
From lees and fines. District Courts 93

Total $18,494
BROOKLYN TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS.

The taxes received in Brooklyn the month of Decemberamounted to $3,830,744, against $8,008,874
received in the same month last year. The
receipts of the year 1873 were as follows
January $1,012,356 July $528,909
February 700,321 August <07,845
March 400,115 September 147,«12
April 332,314 October 131,013

May 440,.'>72 November 178,224
June 390,3.0 December 3,830,744

Total $8, 403.211
In 1872 tbe amount aggregated $7,871,WL.

THE BBOOELYH OHARITY CORRUPTIONS.
A meeting of citizens was held yesterday morning,at Mo. 826 Washington street, In response to an

Invitation issued by Supervisors Prentice, Fisher
and Barman, to orlng the charges preferred by the
Committee of Supervisors against the Commissionersoi Charities beiore the Governor. The followinggentlemen were appointed such committee
John T. Runcle, Thirteenth ward; K. B. Hale,
Twentieth ward: T. C. Orontn, Sixth ward;
Cbauncey Perry, Seventeenth ward: ex-Alderiunn
Douglas, Eleventh ward; George B. Farriugton,
Sixth ward; Dwignt Johnson, Third ward. The
committee will meet again in conjunction with the
Mayor this evening.

THE STEAMER ETHIOPIA IN TROUBLE.
Tbe new British steamer Ethiopia, which arrivedoff Staten island on the 1st inst, irom Glasgow,went ashore yesterday morning at high

water while getting under way for this city, alter
colliding with the pilot boat E. F. Williams (N'o.
14). She lav grounded on the mud flat off Vanderbiltlanding, distant about 750 yards irom the shore.
The pilot boat bad three planks and plankshear in
starboard side stove in, also covering board, two
stanchions and part of rail. Efforts to haul the
Ethiopia off were made by a tug and a Staten
Island lerryboat, bat unsnccesstuily. Her cargo
was partially discharged, and the vessel being
lightened flnallv floated off and arrived at ner dock
during tbe evening.

ARRIVAL OF TORPEDOES.
Tbe British steamship International, Captain

Hayward, which arrived at this port on the 1st
Inst, irom London, brings 814 miles of torpedo
cable, weighing 760 tons, and some 20 or 30 torpedoes.ordered by the government, and designed
tor harbor and coast defence, it also brings a
number or electric batteries, to connect with the
torpedoes irom the shore. The cable and torpedoes
(tbe latter uncharged) were manufactured by the
India Rubber company oi London, under an order
given some six months ago. and lu tne ordinary
course of preparation lor any emergency which
might arise. They are of an egg shape and constructedwith conreulences for attaching them to
the cable. The International is a telegraph ship,
being especially arranged lor the carrving and
laying ol cable, and her experience Id this work
lias been extensive. Mie is now lyingfat Wlliett'a
Point, where her cargo will be dischai gcd.

FIRE AT WILKEBBARRE.
Destruction of an Opera House.Flames
Raging Btneslh a Crowded Assent-

W!Mrjr«nARRJi, P«_, Jan. 2, 1874.
Franenthal's opera House wa« humeri last night,

the Are originating id the explosion of a coal oil
lamp In the basement, which was occupied bjr John
Lynn as a restaurunt. The Drst Hoof was occupied
br Mr. Frauenthai as a boot and shoe store and by
Mrs. Lengfleid's dry goods and milliner?store; the
other portion of the building was fitted up as an
opera house, and a large audteuce was assembled
to witness the performance of a variety troupe
when toe alarm was sounded. The smoke rose so
thick and fast that some persons were near iy suffocatedbefore they could get out. The utmost
efforts failed to Stay the progress of the fire. At
hall-past ten o'clock the darncs burst throogtPJhe
roof, and at bait-past eleven the walla fell with, a
great crash. Fears were entertained that the named
would spread to the old wooden dwellings on the
pnblic square, bnt renewed efforts t>y the flrernen.
assisted by the snow on the housetops, prevented
any further destruction. Fraueuthal's loss is
(so,ooo; insured for (10,000. Mrs. LengOeld's loss
is (26,ooo; insured for (2o,ooo. John Lynn's loss is
18,000; uninsured. >
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THE BUCHU CHIEF JUSTICE.

Pity tike Sorrows of the Poor Buehu
Chief JulleSt

(f rom the Poitsville iPa.j Btandard, Dec. 30.]
Attorney General Williams still clings to the idea

that he is destined to t>e the Chief Justice of the
United States, and be has sent to Oregon for certificatesof good character. We hope, lor the sake of

poor George, that some of them may not prove of
the kind that Marryat's midshipmen nsed to write
in the hooks oi the bumooat men in Madras.for. If
autheutic, we deem it not unlikely tnat a few may
prove more of a curse than a blessing. Williams
.deserves well oi Pish A Co., lor he gave bis decisionlu the Vtrglnius case just as he was directed
by the powers that be; hut we very much fear that
the voice of popular opinion is too stroup to admit
ot the tsenate Judiciary Committee confirming the
President's pet, for, If they do. their names will
become as lamlliar as household words in the
mouths of men. Anyhow we pity Williams; "hope
deferred maketb the heart sick".nearly as sick, as
w« (\t Pr<*m<iAnt.likl nnminAtimifL

The Appointment at at Bnrhn Chief
Justice Belittles tlte Supreme Court.

[Prom the Lynchburg Virginian, Dec. 3a]
It wai bad enough to appoint associate justices,

as General Grant did Bradley and strong, on partisangrounds, and pledged, as they were, to reversea righteous decision rendered by a majority
of the Court, headed by Its Cnief Justice; but it is
worse, il possible, to have the bead or the highest
Judicatory in the laud.the man who is to preside
at the trial, ou impeachment of tue Presidentselectedby a party President, because of personal
obsequiousness or partisan services, it is monstrous.
There can be no doubt that, in the estimation of

the country, it is belittling the Court which containsmen who have served for years in that lugh
position to place a new and inexperienced mail
over them, and especially Buch a man as Mr. Williams,ot Oregon, is conceded to be.

George H. Williams a Demagogue.
[From the Sacramento (Cal.) Union, Dec. 23.]

The man Williams, whose name is now beiore
the Senate (or couflrinatioD, is not the kind or personror Chier Justice. He is a politician with a

blotched record, a creature of a railway company,
an apologist for and an ally of election trauds.
The Union never had any confluence m Williams
since he, some two or three years ago, made a

demagogue speech in San Francisco, intended to
Inflame the prejudices of the inconsiderate classes
against the Chinese, and since he exerted himself,
through such friends as ex-Governor Wood, of Oregon,In favor or the election of Gorhom as Governorof California in 1867. He has never seemed
to iih to tie nnvthmir better than a meie partisan
politician, and Ills appointment to rlie Attorney
Generalship, though we made no protest against
It, because that would have been useless, has alwaysappeared to us a mistake of the I'resldcui.
He came Into the office by the aid 01 the railway
corporations, over that honest man, Akerinan, of
Georgia, who justly insisted that the Pacific railwaysshould be compelled to pav the luterest on
the Becond mortgage bonds of tne United States,
as the said Interest falls due. Williams was put
where he is by this railway power, and It would
be an outrage to the country to promote
him to the Supreme Bench as long as he
is under reasonable suspicion of belonging
to this power. The Judiciary Committee 01
the Senate refuses to recommend his ecuUrination.The Senate, so far, declines to confirm
him. We are told by a despatch from Washington
that the two seuators irom Connecticut are opposedto 1dm because, having closely watched the
case, they have found him out as a weak advocate
ot the rights of the government in the Credit Mobiliersuit. This is in keeping with his antecedentsand with his conduct m dismissing United
States District Attorney Gibos from office in Oregon
because he did his whole duty in prosecuting the
violators of the election law. The Chiei Justice of
the United States should be a great lawyer and a
man above reproach. Be should not be a partisan,
nor under suspicion of corruption, nor trailing In
the truck of the railway oligarchy. Evarts, cashing,Curtis, Plerrepont may ue such rneu, but It is
eertam that George H. Williams is not. He should
be compelled to resign the office be now holds, or,
falling to resign, he should be superseued by
auother and a better man.

Cncomplimentary to the Buchu Chief
Justice.

The Vlcksburg (Miss.) Herald calls Attorney
General Williams flic Judicial imbecile and Oregon
ballot stutter and corruptioulst.
The Buchu Chief Justice s Petty Politician.
[From the Davenport (Iowa) Democrat, Dec. 27.]
We did, we own, think that Graut would have

chosen some great lawyer, not some petty politician; some man known, respected and proved,
popular with the whole people, and with a legal
reputation above quibble, Instead of a political
nobody, whose continuous self-trumpe rings are
tbe only evidences ol his existence; but, no.
Grant iiosm iiia own way, picks puuilc officials
iroiii amidst private irlcnds, and the people ol tlie
United States must be thanlciul lor what they get,
and not anticipate miracles until a new dispensation.
The Bucliu Chief Justice's' Friends

Deserting Him.
[Prom tbe Sacramento (Cal.) Union, Dec. 25.]

By recent advices lrom Oregon It appears that
among those wbo were Williams' best mends a
short time ago, and who were prond to bear or his
nomination lor tbe blgh office to which he aspires,
there are but few now who wish to see bun confirmed.
The Bnchn Chief Jnsttce Is the Dust

Straw on the Camel's Back.
[From the Portland (Oregon) News, Dec. 17.]

Consider the alarming and astounding spectacle
of Judge Williams, tbe man wbo is accused of complicitywith the corrupt rings that paralyze tbe
energies of tbe country and disgrace its administration,and who is known to have sold a contract
of surveying lor $2,000, occupying the seat that
Marshall and Taney have occupied l If this bitter
cup shall be drained by the American people, then
the lowest depths of their degradation huvc been
reached. Wbat lurther calamines to alarm the
safety of the people or degrade their government
can remain T

Another Mistake of the Bnchn Chief
Justtee.

[From the Ogdensbnrg (5. Y.) Journal, Dec. 29.]
The nomination of Attorney General Williams la

evidently distasteful to a majority of the Senate.
On what ground we are unable to say. If It la becausethe senate thinks his legal ability Is not up
to the standard which the duties of the office require,we think the majority is correct. His opinionIn regard to the status of the Vtrglnlus,
wherein, upon ex parte evidence Introduced by one
side to the controversy, he decides the conduct of
the Treasury officers, who acted upon their oath
in granting that vessel a register, a fraud, it
seem- to us is nasty and immature. It is strange
that this vessel should oe permitted to run on a
bogus American register during these very years
we uave been holding Great Britain to account lor
misconduct in the Alabama matter, and that one
of our armed ships should be twice ordered to convoyher Barely beyond the reach of a Spanish gunboat.There is a verv generally expressed opinion
thai Mr. Williams Lb hot the proper man lor cnief
Justice.

How Has the Borhn Chief Justice ManagedTo Become 80 Wealthy?
[From the Syracuse (N. Y.) Courier, Dec. 29.]
The nation is to be disgraced by having such a

man as Williams Chief Justice. Coming from the
West to Washington a poor man, Williams has saved
enoogh out of his small salary to purchase several
hundred thousand dollars' worth of real estate in

Washington and vicinity and elsewhere. How he
has managed to do it Is one 01 those things that "a
leilah can never find out." If he has acquired all
his movables and real estate in the came manner
that Mrs. Williams secured ber $1,000 landauiei.
by coolly charging them to the Department of Justiceor some other department.wno will be the
wiser r Williams will prove a valuable man to
Grant. His powers of acquisition are special recommendsto the good opinion of Grant, for lie
hudwm uuw 11 i.i uiuimcji. ue wui lie a servile wjui
ol his master, but an open disgrace to the
conn try. or&nt declared in ma inaugural that be
had no policy to enforce against the will of the
people; and yet in defiance ol the popular will, in
contempt of the opinions and warnings of the Independentrepublican press, and, notably, Harper'sWeeiclv, the Albany Journal, Rochester Democrat,of this .state, he cracks the whip over the
heads of doubting senators and lorces the confirmationof Williams, bad enough it is to behold
such a spectacle.
fretting the President's Stubborn \»tnre.

[From the Portsmouth (Va.) Enterprise.]
Any other President bnt General Grant wonld,

ere now, have withdrawn the nomination of Mr.
Williams for chief Justice or the Snpremo court, on
account of the dissatisfaction which it has producedamong all parties and the manifest unwillingnesson the part of the Senate to conflrm It.
Hut General Grant has heea so used to Issuing
orders and having them obeyed that the present
opposition of the Senate has the effect of fretting
his stubborn nature, and Instead of listening to
reasor be persists in his unsuitable nomination
and will endeavor to force the .Henate to confirm it.
nil gpmevhgt singular that fxciuient Gjaut

I.
shonid retain in hts Cabinet a man who, in fh«
opinion oI tbe Henate Judiciary Committee, outfit
to t>e in tne penitentiary, and stranger still that
be Hbould aeea to advance him to the highest positionin the country, even higher than tne Presidentialchair Itself.the Chief Justice of the nation.
Hut different qualifications for the office are requirednow from those required in the days of
Marshall and Taney, and a woman's influence has
been sufficient to Induce the President to forget
what is due to the oountry of which he Is Chief
Magistrate.

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.

The Arapllee Afloat Once More.Vessels
Fitting Oat.Three Hundred Man DisIcharged on Mew Year's Ewe.
The Spanish iron-clad Arapilcs was floated out

Into the stream from the dry dock at the Brooklyn
Navy Yard about nine o'clock yesterday morning,
tbe bated coal bargo blockade having been raised
the day previous. The greatest enthusiasm prevailedamong the officers and crew as the splendid
war vessel made her way Into the channel. The
men threw up their caps, danced and cheered
wildly with the prospect of the voyage in store.
An untoward mishap, however, marred their
pleasure for a few hours. As the Arapilcs was

moving siuwiy along in tne direction or tne Huntingbattery, the cob (lock lacing the river, she
grounded on the mnd bank just astern of the receivingship Vermont. There she was compelled
to remain until the retnrn of high tide last eveningwhen she noatcd oh. To-dav she will take her
armament on board Irom the dock, where the guns
are now parked. She will sail on Monday.
The Tnited States monitor Dictator. Captain

Joueti, will not go in commission belore Tnesuay
or Wednesday. She will carry a crew of 180 men;
her destination is Key West.
The triple turretcd monitor Roanoke, Captain

George II. Cooper, wiU not be ready lor commission
until about the 15th Inst.
The sloop 01 war Osslpee, which arrived at the

Navy Yard yesterday morning troin the Battery
buoy, hauled into the dock at the loot of the avenueleading from the York street entrance. The
Rloop 01 war Florida has been removed to the cob
dock, where she Is moored, awaiting a coat of paint
and the completion of some repairs now under
way. She will be ready lor commission in a lew
davs. The engines of the Swatara. which are bnildlngin Washington, will shortly be ready to be
placed In position on that handsome sloop of war.
The Tennessee will be towed over irom Roche's

dock, East River, next week, and be taken In hand
by the Construction Department Jor completion.
The steam frigate Minnesota, which is almost

ready to go in commission, and which was originallyIntended to relniorcc the North Atlantic fleet,
while the Cuban war cloud lowered over this nation,will, it is said, be ordered to the Mediterranean,there to relieve the flagship Wabash, of
the European squadron. Several ot the officers
who were assigned lor duty to this frigate, but
»wuo were oetacnea wnen sue was noi requirea in
Cuban waters, have applied to the department, for
reassignment. In event of her destination being
as set lorth.the European fleet.
About :ioo workmen were discharged from the

Navy yard on Wednesday evening last, and a furtherreduction of the force Is looked for next
week. Notwithstanding the reduction of the numbersat the yard there is ample work remaining
undone at thla station for twice the present force
of workmen.

EXECUTION DEFERRED.
Two More "Weeks of lAfe Allowed to
Joseph Baker, the North Carolina Murderer.

Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 2, 1874.
The final preparations lor the execution of Joseph

Baker, convicted of the murder or Newton Wilfong,
In March last, had long been completed, and to-day
he was to have paid the penalty of his terrible
crime, when a farther respite till the 10th inst. ar.
rlveo from the Governor at Raleigh. Baker, alter
repeated trials, was sentenced to be executed on
the 12th of December last, but this he evaded by an

escape under the most desperate circumstances,
and while at liberty he made his way to within 18
miles oi the Tennessee line, where he was recapturedby two North Carolinians for the considerationoi $600, the amount of a reward offered for.
his apprehension. At the same time that the Governoroffered this reward he respited Baker until
to-day, when he would have been executed but
for the interposition of his wile and mother,
both of whom visited Raleigh, where they succeededby the most heartrending appeals for
mercy in gaining this further respite. Thc.v arrivedhere this morning bearing the precious
document, which once more suspended sentence of
the law and revived another lingering hope of life
and liberty in the breast oi the prisoner.There is more than ordinary interest felt in this
case, the condemned being a white man while ids
victim was a negro, the race of the latter generallyinsisting that Baker wonld never be hanged,
because "' I'was a nigger he killed." To-day the
streets were thronged with negroes patiently
awaiting the hanging, and when the news came
of Its postponement they slowly dispersed with decidedexpressions or Indignation, and grumbling
such expression* as "i Knew it." "i toie you so,"
"I tell you Uey alnt gwine to hang dat ar white
man," <fcc.

A FALSE TOCSIN OF ALAEM.
Sharkey Not Yet Captured.

The air -was thick with rumors yesterday mornIngIn regard to the supposed capture of Sharkey.
"He has been arrested in Jersey," said one. "He's
been caught in Philadelphia," said another. WardenJohnson, when questioned as to tne truth of
these statements, said he received the following
despatch on New Year's Hay, at halt-past eleven'
o'clock

Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1874.
Wakdih or Tohbs, New York city:.Send on liny person who can identity Sharkey. Answerat what ume he will arrive in this city. Come immediately.("hAKLES m. cari-entkk.

Alderman, No. S13 North Eighth street
The Warden was immediately harried to

the depot In a carriage In which the Folio*
Commissioners and Superintendent Matsell
were driving by at the time he received
the despatch, and took the half-past twelve
train for Philadelphia. There be called on
Alderman Carpenter and three police captains
who had been watching the aupposed lugltlve.
Warden Johnson was taken to one ol the police
lodging houses, where he was confronted with
Sharkey, who turned out not to be sharkey, after
all. The man was of Sharkey's height, had Sharkey'sdark eye, Sharkey's heavy, overhanging eyebrows,the lugitive's pug nose and his prominent
cheek bones; but yet he was not Sharkey. His complexionis swarthy, while Sharkey's Is light; and
a glance satisfied the Warden that the police au-
murines ui i-iiiu»ueii>ii'u uau uccu uckiicu u< mm i

man's extraordinary resemblance to the descriptiongiven of Sharkey. The man had excited suspicionby hiding for 10 days in the lodging house,
only going out at night anu evidently seeking to
elude observation. Warden Johnson returned to
the city late at night, and yesterday morning was
at his post as usual. He stated emphatically that
he would go to Chicago or St. Louis or any other
city if he received a telegram similar to the one
published above and authorized by an official. He
did not doubt that Sharkey would yet be captured.
If lie wero out of the country he would be sure
to come back, tliinklDg that the matter "had
blown over;" besides, he was very likely to get
drunk wherever he was, and thereby attract observation..He knew of no special efforts to arrest
Sharkey except those made all along by the police.
The Warden denied that he had gone to Jersey for
a similar purpose, ami said this statement must
have originated In the fact of his going to Philadelphia.

GENET'S WHEREABOUTS.
Inquiries at the Sheriff's Office yesterday failed to

elicit anything new in the case of Genet. Ex-Sheriff
Brennan said he had heard something or Genet,
but bow authentic it was he could not say. Bowever,the Sheriff says be has great hopes of ultimatelybringing the fugitive to justice. On being
closely questioned regarding the supposed locale of
Genet he refused to suy anything deilnite, putting
the reporter off with an assurance that the ends of
justice demanded silence. The report that has
circulated regarding the remodelling of the Yorkville.-livings Bank since Genet's conviction is not
true, as the officers say his resignation was scut in
on the first day of the triaL

INFAMOUS U8E OF THE OLUR
At the corner of Broadway and Second street,

Brooklyn, on New Year's morning, about lour
o'clock, an outrage was perpetrated that calls for
more than passing notice. A young man, well
dressed and of respectable carriage, was standing
on tbe sidewalk just below tbe Dime Savings liank.
A heavy set, rough looking, gruff spoken private
watchman, with the airs or a Dogberry and a club
like a pump handle, and ostentatiously displaying
a large shield, ordered this citizen to move on. A
few words were bandied, when the watchman
dealt a sounding cross-buttock blow and followed
It by another and crashing stroke lull in the templeol the unoffending citizen that staggered hlin
across the pavement and aonbled him in a heap
against the lence. This dastardly performance the
wretch wonld have repeated but for the interferenceof 8oine citizens. The gentleman assaulted
was armed and knew bis legal power over the
very Jtfe of his assailant, yet, with rare forbearance,used no violence. These wanton clubbings
or private citizens, so contrary to all Justice and
hnmamty, are becoming too common. An officer,
whether public or private, who is given a ciuo,
should know that it Is furnished nlm for his protecrionand not to assail others with. The Smeaick
and Perry homicides anu other similar tragedies are
natural outcropping* of the brutal abuse of the
club, which should at once be thoroughly scru.tuuzeu i&e "gowap1 that be."

COBSEBVATITE VffiGDJLi.
General Aspect of the Political Bitoation in the
Old Dominion.The State and the national
Administration in Sympathy.RepublicanChagrin.The Senatorial Contest

Richmond, Jan. a, 1874.
The new conservatlve State government of Vir

glnu was Inaugurated on the let of January.
General Kemner, aa already announced, then took
the oath of office, and finds himself bubtallied by
a conservative majority of nearly 100 on joint ballotin a Legislature eager to sustain a popular ExecutiveIn all his efforts to secure even a greater
popularity for the incoming conservative administrationthan that which haa attended the eminentlysuccessful administration or Governor Walker.In advance of other sources of information
the Herald correspondent lias been enabled to
announce the salient features of the initial policy
01 Governor Kemper. Since the Inauguration of
her new departure, in 1869, Virginia has been preeminentamong the Southern States for the

WISE LIUKRALISX
which has governed her politics. Courbonlsm has
hiinn ot an otinrmnno rliaf/Minf in r.hft f»nnn/»il»t Af

the dominant party. The especial prominence of
Kemper in the convention ol 1872, in leading the
liberal element against the Dourbon, led by Extra
Billy Smith and ex-Lieutenant Governor Montague,
who resisted a declaration In (avor of Greeley in
advance of action by the National Democratic Convention,superadded to his splendid war record
and his recognized executive abilities, secured lor
him an almost unanimous nomination last summer.During his recent canvass or the State ho
reiterated irom the stump the liberal views proclaimedIn the platiorm of the convention which
nominated htm, a conspicuous feature of which
was the declaration of neutrality as to federal
politics; and at Alexandria he delivered a speccn,
which.1 learn irom high republican authority.
elicited the hearty praise of President Grant.

A MOHK rilOQRKSSrVE POLICY.
At an early day Governor Kemper will urge upon

the Legislature even a more progressive policy
than the Virginia conservatives have hitherto pursued,a policy which the Legislature will certainly
adopt, and which, in Its logical result of strengtheningthe amiable feeling uow existing between the
administration and the Virginia conservatives,
will undoubtedly materially modify the mischievouscivil rights legislation now impending at
Washington which the whole south so much
dreads. Not neglecting the important concern of
domestic State legislation, for the present at
least Governor Kemper will address nlmself to the
taslt ol securing for Virginia and the South a more
patient ear from the Northern people and from the
lederal government than haB hitherto been accorded.KeDubllean leaders In Virginia are visibly
alarmed at the development of an entente cordiale
between the Washington and Richmond governments.Yesterday I was iniormed by a leading
republican that an interview between

TUB PRESIDENT AND GOVERNOR KEMPER,
to be arranged by a well known mutual friend, was
among tbe probabilities of the early ruture. If the
satisiactory result sought by Kemper can be consummatedthe astute politicians of Virginia will
give renewed evidence that they have lost none ol
their historical aptitude jor the methods of statecraft,and will entitle themselves to the gratitude
of the entire South lor the adjustment of dangerousand vexatious Issues.
An important duty of the incoming Legislature

wilt be the election of a successor to Senator Lewis.
The overwhelming majority ol the conservatives,
and their entire unity as to general alms, removes
all doubt as to the political sympathies 01 the Senatorto be chosen to-day fortnight. The radical minorityis powerless to avail itself of any possible
complications among the conservatives, beingutterly helpless as to numbers, and,
as I am iniormed from reliable repnolican source*,
sadly deficient in leaders capable or judiciously
using the opportunities so oiten presented to compactand well officered minorities. The new Senatorwill be a conservative without suspicion as to
his party svmpathles. During the late canvass,
while the possibility of radical success confronted
the conservatives, the Senatorial issue was not
permitted to disturb party "uulty. As a consequencetbe struggle presents the aspects of

A SCRUB RACE.
The contest has narrowed down to an animated

battle between ex-Senator llunter, Lieutenant
Governor elect Wltners, Governor Walker and
John Goode. uocock, Ould, Montague, Barbour,
Christian and Stuart are ail remote possibilities,
but from the quartet named first the nominee <>t
the conservative caucus will almost certainly be
chosen.
The friends of the other gentlemen named hope

for nothing better than thepossibilltr or a failure to
elect either of the prominent candidates and a resortto compromise. After a complimentary vote
lor their first choice the lrlends of Alexander H. ffStuart,who is himself warmly for Hunter, and
those of Montague and Bocock, will probably acceptHunter as a second choice, while the friends
of Ould, very lew in number, will support Walker. t
It Is conceded on an nanus that Withers will enter
the caucus with a very large plurality, and there is
little doubt of his election, If, in the race, be
shall develop any power or accretion or the
friends of weaker candidates shall drop their first
choice.

THE FRIENDS OF WITHERS
are certain to stand laithiully by him, as he Is the
focus and embodiment of a strong sentiment in
Virginia politics, a genuine hero of the late war.
In which, like Kemper, be was leariuily wounded,
he is also a capital type of the best Virginia characterand traditions. He has twice been overslaughedby his party when It was on
the march to assured victory, has done
fairhlul party service, and his supporters
seem to be strongly animated by the notion that
the place of Senator Is simply his merited reward.
His greatest peril lies in a combination of all the
other candidates to rid the field of nis dangerous
presence. Ex-Senator Hunter has a powenui followingin the shape of a sentiment which demands
his Dresence at Washington, because ol his
national distinction, his large legislative expert-
euee auu ms great. uuhihi.ii auiuues. mere in »

strong pressure trom Washington in favor of Hunter.Republican Senators are said to urge his election,on the grouud tbat they wish to deal wnu
representative southern statesmen or the type of
Hunter and Stephens, and not with carpet-hag
Senators or with the intellectual light weights
whom the South has sent to Washington during
the period when her best public men were banned
by disabilities. Mr. Hunter's chief obstacle is encounteredin tbe aversion oi the young men to the
election to office of ante beUum politicians.
Governor Walker has a very demonstrative supportirom

THE TOCNO VIRGINIA ELEMENT,
bat develops no strength, that J can discover,
with the veteran and astnte managers who are
divided between Withers and Hunter. He representsan Idea peculiarly captivating to the younger i
and liberal element of tus party, in the fact ol
ills having been the first fruit of liberalism
in Southern politics. His friends urge bis electionas a continuation of trie new departure
of 1809 and as a new presentation to the
country 01 the Virginia formula of an aggregationof the antiradicat element in; national politics.Goode has been lor many years prominent in
Virginia politics as an eloquent speaker, a gentleroanof high integrity and spotless reputation. He
has never developed remarkable qualities of leaderstnn.and 1 do uot think that his friends can rea-
gonalily claim mucn support outside the counties
near Norfolk, the place oi his residence. His friends- s
are working zealously und profess confidence, as
do the friends of each of 'he prominent candidates.

MURDER INST. LOUIS.
st. Louis. Jan. 2, 1874.

Two men, whose names are unknown, while partiallyIntoxicated, met on the corner of Cass and
Second streets last night, and. during an alterca
tion which ensued, one of the men knocked the
other down and plunged a knife Into his lore head,
breaking the blade, and leaving part of It in Hitman'sbrain. When the police arrived the wounded
man was dead. The murderer escaped. ^

A VIRGINIA MURDER.
A Negro Kills s White Kan for HIsMoney.
[Culpepper (Vs.) correspondence of the Washing-
A horrible murder was committed near Brandy

station, In this county, on the night ot the 20ih
lust. A white mau hy the name of W. 0. Dirktnhad bought a farm near Brandy station and
had been living on It about a year, having come
there irom Petersburg, Va, It appears from the
evidence belore Dr. S. K. Rixury, the Coroner who
held an inquest over the body, that Mr. Dirkln
bad borrowed an axe irom a negro named AilHumJones, who lived in the neighborhood, and
had gone to the negro's house to return it and
was tuvited In by the negro, and while thei*
was quietly smoking his pipe by the Are. Ihe
room was a small one. and it soeros that the negroapproached Dirkln irom behind and dealt
nim a heavy blow with a long iron pin, breaking
the man's neck and iraoturtng Ills skull. The murderwas committed lor money, which Dirkln was
supposed to have, although only fl& was on his
person when he left home for the negro's cabin.
The negro was the only occupant of the cabin, and
as he is now at large no doubt can be entertained i

tbat be was the murderer. It also appears that
the negro went to Mr. Dlrkln's house after the
murder und broke Into the same and stow Dlrkln's
clothing. The man Dirkln was a sober and Industrioussingle man, living alone In his nou"e* The
murderer, wnen last seen, was golhg in the directionor Kichniond, Va. it is understood a re- ,

ward will be oflered by the Governor lor the ap- >

prehension of this (lend and It is expected he will A
soon be brought to justice. Th® deed was com- 1
nutted on the 26th inst., and was not known lor ' V
two days, the coroner's inouost being held on tu&
mtu


