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ROWERY THEATRE,
Bowery. ~MAZEPPA, atS5F M. ; closssnd 11 P M. Mis
Kate ra

METRO

POLITAN

THEBATRE,
BA5 Broadway —'-AKN'.TY ENTEETAINMENT, at 75 |-

F. M, closes at 1030 P. M.

NI
Broad hetwesl
ROM IO JAFFIER §
OF THE KITUHE
"Vokes Family, Mr,

o lr: Houston

ats P M

9 I'.nl.i closes at
e

WOODs MUSEUM,

Broadw smrmu strect —HUSBAND TO
ORDER, ’;t ﬂ. At 430 rl.; STREETS OF
'NEW YORK, atd P M

.alomnl NP M

GRAND OPERA HOUSE,
?I nd Tw third street.—HUMPTY
2 ‘WA& at 7 'u“!yl i closes as 1043 P, M.
2.

FIPTH AVENUE THEATRE
Wmm and Broadway.—MAN AND WIFE,
adp. closes at 11 F. M. Mr. Harkins, Miss Ada Dyas.

MRS, CONWAY'S BROOELYN THEA 'I'RB[,
Washmgion street, Brookivn. —LITTLE sUNSHINE, st
& P M. closes at 1l P, M, Miss Liltan Conway.

WALLACK'S TREATRE,
and Thirteenth streel—A MAN OF HONOR,
cloges at 1050 P, M, Mr. Lester Walluck, Mis

e

OTH'S THEATRE,
Bixth avenne n Twem “hin] street —KIT: OR, THE
MHM‘ TRAVELLER, at 7:45 P, M. 1 closes at 10:30
.M. Mr. I. & Chanfrau, Miss Bella Patemnsu.

OLYMPIC THEATRE
IrﬂwY between Houston ang Blescker streets—
GRUB. nt 8 P. M. cluu-utl..l P. M. Majliton-
Baynor Family. Matinee at 2 1. M.

BROOELYN PARK THEATRE,
ymu City Hall, Brooklyu.—JOHN G AKTH, at § P,
closes at 11 P. M. Miss Annie Firmin, ¥r. Johu Jack.

STEINWAY HA l
mth MGL—I AUREL- Wlh’ IAWSKI CONCERT,
< i Llumaau.ﬂu P.M.: ANNETTE EUMN CUN:
0!8‘!. a18 P, M.; closes af 10:15 P M.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOURR,
No. Wl Bowery. ~-VARLETY EME:MIHN‘I‘ at 8 P.
M closesat 11 P M,

HRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE,
‘rlramr third .m-ee er ol ﬂl,h lvenu—cl NDER-
ELLA |'d BLA(.K lm MINSTRELSY, &c., at 8 P,

ROBINSON HAL
teenth streat.—MAGICAL ERTE HVIENT AND
MUGEIMG GAS, ut 8P M.; closes at 10:30 P.

? BAIN E.nui.
direat Jones st COrner 1
GRIM, at§ 1. nm:‘hm at9:30 F. M

A TR

tte place.—THE PIL.

DR. EAHN'S NUSED
No. 888 Broad way.—SCIENCE AND ART,

TRIPLE SHEET.

Wew York, Wednesday, January 7, 1874.

THE NEWS OF YESTERDAY.

ToDay’s Contents of the
Herald.

“THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE | AN ENCOURAG-
ING REPORT AND SOME IMPORTANT REC-
OMMENDATIONS"—LEADER—SIXTH PAGE

GOVERNOR DIX'S PRESENTATION OF AFFAIRS
IN THE COMMONWEALTH ! OUR HARBOR
TO BE PROTECTED ! BAD FAITH IN IM-
PORTANT TRUSTRE! THE BANKING 8YS-
TEM ! SPECIE PAYMENTS DEMANDED !
THE BUPPLY BILL—FoUrTH PAGE.

BUBVERTED SPAIN! THE SERRANO GOVERN-
MENT QUIETLY STRENGTHENING ITS
HANDY ! KUMORED REMOVAL OF CuLO-
NIAL RULEES!| THE SIEGE OF CARTAGENA
VIGOROUSLY PUSHED! THE BLACK FLAG
HOISTED OVER A FORT—SEVENTH PAGE.

THE BPANISH CUBANS PROCLAIM THEIR AD-
HESION TD THE BERRANO GUVERNMENT!
THE REPORTED DEPOSITION OF JOVEL-
LAR—SEVENTH PAGE .

WHY BICKLES' DISPLACEMENT BY CUSHING IS8
A SOURCE OF BATISFACTIGN TO THE
HAVANESE| OUR NAVAL BRAVES OF
EEY WEST IN THE DUMPE—F1vra PaGE

THE CUBAN PATRIOTS’ DEFEAT OF THE SPAN-
ISH AT PALO SECO! OFPICIAL REPORT
OF GENERAL MAXIMO GUMEZ! 300 BPAN-
IARDS KILLED AND &2 CAPTURED, WITH
LARGE BSTORES OF WAR MATERIAL—
Fi¥tH PAGE.

HOW THE CUBANS IN JAMAICA VIEW THE
YIRGINIUS SURRENDER CASE! A MAR-
TYR'S FAMILY VISITED—Firra PASE

ENGLISH FINANCES! A CONSERVATIVE
ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT—IMPORTANT
GENERAL NEWB—BEVENTH PAGE

THE ASSEMBLING OF THE PEOPLE'S REPRE-
SENTATIVES AT ALBANY! MR. HUSTED
CHOSEN BPEAKER! INCIDENTS OF THE
OPENING SESSION—THIRD PAGE,

THE NEW YORK BAR DENOUNCE THE OREGON
ASPIRANT TO THE CHIEF JUSTICESHIP A8
“WANTING IN INTELLECT, EXPERIENCE
AND REPUTATION!" THE BANKRUPTCY
ACT—THIED PAGE

THE TWO MEN WHO WANT WILLIAMS CON-
FIRMED CHIEF JUSTICE! DONN PIATT'S
VIEW OF IT—REVENUE RASCALITIES—
ELEBVENTH PAOB.

NEW CATHOLIC DIGNITARIES! TWELVE MORE
CARDINALS NAMED BY THE HOLY

FATHER! THE CEREMONIAL! PERSBONAL

SEETCHES—EIGHTH PAGE

AN AMERICAR-AFRICAN CONGRESSMAN ON
THE CIVIL RIGHTS QUESTION | ANOTHER
REPLY TO MRE. STEPHENS | THE BALARY
GRAR DEBATE! NO MORE MONEY FOR
BOSTUN—E1GETE PaAGE.

THE POLICE RAIDS ON THE BURGLARS! IM-
PORTANT RESULTS AND GENERAL SA'TIS-
FACTION—A BIG BAUL OF THIEVES AND
PLUNDER BY THE HOBOKEN POLICE—
TENTH PAGE.

CONGREGATIONAL HARMONY! MR. BEECHER
VINDICATED IN THE PEW BALE! DRS,
STORRS AND BUDDINGTON RECONCILED—
TerTH PiGE.

THE CURRENCY INCUBU'S! MR. RICHARDSON'S
SCHEME TO0 INCREASE IT $§44,000,000t
STEADY MARKETS IN WALL BTREET—
Fronrn PAGE.

MECHELLA DEFIANT IN THE SHADOW OF THE
GALLOWS-~OURAN BANK AFFAIRS—KEN-
JUYMERTS AT THE PROMINENT PLACES
OF PUBLIC RESORT—Tuinp PAGR

LEGAL BUAINESS YRSTERDAY—THE GREVEN-
ING NEW YEAR'S HuMICIDE—SANITARY
NTATUS OF NEW YORK—ELEVENTH PAGE

Pourris ™ New Hawesmzg —The New

Hampshire Republican State Convention meets

in Concord to-day and the democratic to-mor-

row. They can hardly be palled a band of
brothers, although the intense political fendg
of former years may be said to be in a greg

wensure extingnished.

Texas Usrrxp Brares Sesator.—Ex-
Postmaster General (Confederate) John H.
Reagan aspires to represent the State of
Texas in the United Btates Senate. His disa-
bilities bave been removed, but lhe whole
machinery of the State seems to be in & dis-
Ablod vondition just at Dreseat.

puﬂmof our sister States a destructive pes-

ing the sufferings of our sister States,

The Governor next boldly ventures upon an
endorsement of the settlement of the Virginius
affair, in the following terms:—**Though the
friendly relations of the United Biates with a
European Power were for a tize endangered
byar infringement of our internstional rights
the peril has been happily averted by » com-
bination of firmness and forbearance whioh
slways becomes & powerfnl government.'"” A
bandsome compliment this to Mr. Fish; but
what & mockery is made of it by the official
correspondence on this Virginins imbroglio!
But the Governor is quite as enthusiastic in
his hopes for Spain as in his admiration of the
Jiaseo ot Mr. Fish. He says:—*‘There is ground
for hope that the ancient nation, which, with
8 less prudent hearing on our part, might now
have been at war with us, may ocoupy on the
other side of the Atlantic, sustained by our
sympathy and kind offices, the same posi-
tion which we hold in the Western Hemisphere
a3 a representative of free institutions.” This
was written, perhaps, before the overthrow of
Castelar and the expulsion of the Spanish
Cortas by the bayonet and the nomination of
Marshal Serrano as the house warmer for the
restoration of the monarchy. Bo much for
“our sympathy and kind offices” in behalf of
the Republic in Spain. So much for our
venerable Governor's delusive hopes concern-
ing it “as a representative of free institu-
tions, " .

But from this superfinous journey to Spain,
returning with the Governor to oar State
affuirs, he says that, although we have fallen
short as a people in the discharge of our social
duties,. *“‘the condition of the BStateis, never-
theless, nnder most of its aspects, exceedingly
gratifying;'"" that *our debt is comparatively
small;” that “it may, with proper economy,
within & few years, be entirely paid,"’
and that if s0 ‘“‘we shall siand in
marked and ocommendable contrast with
other Btates and municipalilies which
are heavily burdened with pecuniary liabili-
ties."” Furthermore, he says: —*Our colleges,
academies and schools are flourishing; our
charitable mstitutions in general are well
managed; our laws enforced with remewed
vigor and great criminals brought to speedy
and exemplary punishment.”” Next, upon the
State finances, he reports that on the 30th of
September last there was a balance in the
Treasury of $3,431,460 61; that the balance of
the State debt, after ap the ginking
fands, is $21,191,379 34, and that for the last
fiscal year there has been a roduction of the
debt to the amount of $4,195,346 50, which,
however, is only an apparent reduction, as
the redemptions of stock which fell due in
1873 were provided for by new loans. The
State tax levy was 6 956-100 mills; the tax
collected will be $14,800,903 38, or some five
millions less than that levied in the preceding
year. But, without further recapitulation of
the Governor's statistics, we will touch upon
some of his reforms and recommendations.

Upon the militia he ssys that when he
eame into office there was no proper accounta-
bility for arms, smmunition and muanitions of
war ; that this defect has been remedied ; that
complete inventories of the contents of all the
arsenals have been prepared ; that the Com-
missary General of Ordnance has been made
responsible for them ; that the same accounta-
bility has been applied to commanders of regi-
ments, and that some considerable savings
have thus been made. Bome legislation is rec-
ommended for the regulation of those cor-
porations known as trust, loan and indemnity,
guarantee and safe deposit companies ; and a
general law is urged defining the powers of
savings banks and repealing all special privi-
leges in existing charters inconsistent with
such general law. Our quarantine system is
reported as working well “‘after many years of
unseemly contention.’’ An extension of the
authority of our Board of Health in removing
nuisances is suggested, and an increase of
head money to the Commissioners of Emigra-
tion.

The Governor reports an important dis-
covery in the payment of the State taxes. He
says that, in violation of the laws, in a number
of counties, the treasurers during the last
year retained over $100,000 each for months
beyond the time for ita payment over to the
Btate Treasury, haviog loaned the money to
the banks ot interest in the meantime for the
depositors’ personal benefit; and the Governor
thinks that this abuse ought to be stopped,
especially as, the Treasury, for want of these
very funds, is often compelled to borrow
money at seven per cent interest. The abuse
is a villanous one, and the remedy suggested
should certainly be applied.

On the recent defaleation in the BSiate
Treasurer's office ($304,95791) by C. H
Fhelps, the Governor holds that this fraud ia
due, in a great degree, to the unwarrantable
confidence’ reposed in said Phelps by the
Treasurer (Raines) and his deputy. The
Tressurer, it appears, was absent from his
office much of his time, and his deputy seems
o have surrendered the control of the publie
fands to the defsulting clerk. As security for
the fatare the Governor says that the Treasurer
should by law be required to live in Albany
and attend to his responsible duties. *‘Should
be required.”” The proposition sounds like n

joke, Where else should be ths man ap-

pointed as guardian over the public money
but at his post? He should be held there to
attend to his business when wanted, subject
to Lenvy penalties for neglect of duty.

Upon our eanals, in reference to the gues-
tion of chenp transportation of the producta
of the West, the suggestions of this Message
are well worthy the thoughtful attention of
the Legislature, ns are the views apd reformg,

submitied ‘‘upon the profligate management
of some of our milroad companies.” It sp-
pears that “at least soventy-five per oont of
all the operations of the Block Board in the
city of New York are in milroad stocks and
bonds,” and that *‘the enormous speculations
of which they furnish the material have con-
tributed largely to the derangement of the
legitimade business of the country.” Worse
yet, “the practice by banks of oertifying
checks to be good when there are no

to meet them has aggravated the evil by giv-
ing particular individuals an almost unlimited
credit to be used in stock gambling.” It can
hardly be thonght that the Governor, in urging
that this demoralising and mischievous prae-
tice shonld be arrested by making it s penal
offence, is going too far. The evils of hasty
and reckless legislation are well put, and this
Legislatare would do well to avoid the vicions
example of its immediate predecessor in this
branch of corruption. Comsiderable space is
mext given'in the Message to our national
financial sitnation and to s strong argument
against an inflation of the currency and in
favor of the opposite policy as the only way to
specie payments and a sound finangial system.

On the difference between the original
estimates and the actnal and necessary cost
of the erection of our public buildings we
have some startling disclosures. For ex-
ampls, the original estimate for our new State
Capitol was four millions ; but after expend-
ing upon it, within a fraction, five millions, it
is only one story sbove the ground, and, upon
a fair estimate, ten millions more will be re-
quired to complete it. Here is something of
the bad odor of our new Court Honse, and
surely if there is a will there is a way whereby
the Legislature ¢an put a stop to these scan-
dalons jobs. The pressing neceesity of ar-
resting the ruinous practices by which our
harbor is being filled up and contracted is
urged upon the two. houses ; a State appro-
priation is recommended for contingent ex-
penses in connection with the representation
of the Btate in the sapproaching pational
Centennial Exhibition ; and then, afler urg-
ing » forward movement in behalf of the
proposed amenidments to our Btate con-
stitution, the Governor makes his bow to the
assembled wisdom of the Commonwealth and
gracefully retires.

This Message is lengthy ; but is well worth
the space it occupies. It exhibits a careful
and conscientious 'consideration of the mnlti-
farious interests of the State and its people.
It is the work of a scholar and s statesmmn
and of a faithful public servant. It would be
folly to hope for the adoption of its sugges-
tions in detail as the programme for this
Legislatare ; but, as an example of fair dealing
with and for the peopls, this Message, in con-~
nection with the Governor's veto power, can
hardly fail to operate ss a wholesome check
against dishonest jobs and corrupt combi-
nations.

The New Cardinals.

On the morning of December 22 Pius IX.
performed one of the most important oere-
monies of his career as the Bovereign Pontiff.
In the hall of the consistory of the Vatican he
appointed twelve new cardinals, and on the
234 he handed four of them their soarlet hata.
As slatesmen and priesta these high digni-
tanes of the Church will undoubtedly be
pssigned leading posts in the endeavor
to re-establish the temporary power of
the Paspacy; for four of them have been
Papal nuncios—Oardinal Chigi, at Paris;
Cardinal Oreglia, at Lisbon; Cardinal Falei-
nelle, at Vienns, and Cardinal Franchi, at
Madrid. Of the new cardinals Franchi is, un-
doubtedly, the ablest and most experienced.
‘Without the impetnosity and rigid adherence
to the letter of the Church dogmas which have
distingnished many of the Roman statesmen,
he has achieved a high reputation for delicate
diplomacy and telling conservatism. The
three other nuncios bave sll had considerable
experience at the Catholic Courts, and Chigi
especially is considered a man of remarkable
powers. It can be said of all the sucoess-
ful prelates that they are men of pure lives
and great eminence in the Church, all of them
having discharged their ecclesinstical duties
in a manner satisfactory to their general sees.
Though it is somewhat remarkable that the
Catholie Church in the United States is not
honored with one of these twelve hats,
doubtless His Holiness will not forget the
claims of our learned bishops and archbishops,
who certainly wield a more powerful influence
in America than the majority of those who
have been appoinied to the Sacred Oollege
wield in Europe.

Tre Coxvertmsre Boxp Questron is urged
by Mr. Kelley upon the Committee of Ways
and Means. He broaght it up before the com-
mittee yesterday, but as no result was reached
the consideration of itis to be resumed to-
day. His proposition is to irsue bonds bear-
ing a low rate of interest—three sixty-
five per cent o year, or a cent a day—
and to make fthese convertible and re-
convertible with legal tenders at the will of
the holder. Bonds beaging s higher rate of in-
terest are to be taken up by these, and he pro-
poses to allow the national banks to use them
in place of the legal tender reserves. No
.doubt this wounld tend to make money cheap,
and would regulate the rate of interest gen-
erally throughout the country. But why keep
up the national bank circalation at all? Why
not have a uniform legal tender currency?
Then, what is to be the limit of the ciroulst.
ing mediua? Or is there to be no other limit
than the demands of the country? It is sup-
posed, we presume, that the convertibility of
bonds and money would regulate the needed
volume of currenocy at all times. There seom
to be good features in the proposition, but
still it is a diffioult one to handle,

CastEran Has No Pasr on Lor s THE
Marrzs—that is, in the reaction in Spain—if
we can rely upon the reports from Madrid.
It is said he has gone to Paris, after having
expressed disgust at the demagogues and revo-
lationists who had overturned his government
and established bayonet rule. Though he
may not see any virtoe in the revolutionists or
honesty in their purposs, we have no doubt
Mr. Fish will. It is natural thatat first our
Seeretary of State should regret the overthrow
of his friend and proléyé, Castelar; but it will
not be many days before Serrano and the rest
of the revolutionists and reactionists will be
invested by him with the best and most
liberal intentions. Spanish influcace and
idens nre 80 powerful at the State Departmont
that everything pertaining to Spain and ber
intorcsts musl spgurpe & rose colon

The Herald, the Btate Department and
the Virginius Negotintions.

We have confidently looked iorwazd to the
publication of the correspondence in the Vir-
ginius case for a justifiention before the
country of our special despatches from
Madrid, whose veraciousness was s0 steadily
impugned by the partisan press st the instigs-
tion of the State Department. The diplomacy
of Mr. Fish is s would-be Machiavellism, and
counts a grest deal on the way in which it ean
train the people to shout Nothing so much
disconcerts it as the kmowledge that the out-
gide world ia likely to discover whither the
diplomacy s tending. If it could keep mat-
ters secret it might have its little surprise for
the people. A single ray of light disturbs the
burrowing diplomate, and a flood of lnmi-
nogity drives him _frantic It would
be difficult, indeed, otherwise to acoount
for the studionsness with which the

tion, Tt was curious to observe the joy
with which the partisan sheets struck out into
all sorts of base charges against the Hxmaip.
According to thess “imspired™ worthies we
were engaged exclusively in the fabrica-
tion of Madrid despatches for the
purpose of fomenting a war with Spain.
We have mo doubt that, as the partisan
editors were deceived by the wily Becretary
Buchu, of Washington, some of the public
were deceived by the partisan editor. Now
that the ocorrespondence has been published
the truth appears—namely, that the Hemarp
degpatches were correct, and that Buchu
diplomacy failed to obscure a guestion
for us which it was muddling successfully
for the rest of the world The partisan
editor, in such a cese, is indeed an object of
pity. Not daring to look into a question
further than his party chain and collar will
permit, his attempts to cry down the work of
untrammelled searchers after truth must al-
ways be lamentable; for itis trampled man-
hood within him inventing an excuse for the
gorb of the flunky which he wears.

It will be remembered that the series of
State Department denials of Hrmarp de-
spatches commenced about the time that the
Hzsarp published the points of the ultimatum
of the American government, presenled
throngh Minister Sickles, in Madrid. It was
freely stated that no such ultimatum had
been presented. = The correspondence en-
tirely justifies the Hmmarp. The demands
were made substantially as telegraphed to
this journal If they were not held on toas
an ultimatam should have been it was becauss
an invertebrate Becretary of Btate allowed the
case to be moved from Madrid to Washington.
When the Hzmarp stated that Minister
Sickles was in danger from the mob the State
Department again put forth its denials,
and added that BSpain was acling in
good faith. When the news of Sickles' resig-
nation was forwarded there came from the
State Department first & denial, then a well-
oovered inuendo that the Minister was exceed-
ing his instructions and likely to bring about
awar. Theése small, paliry dishonesties to
the public are severally nailed in the cor-
respondence. He had resigned, and he had not
excoeded his instructions. 'What seems difficult
of explanation even now is why the Secretary
of Btate took the case to Washington at the
moment when Spain was abont to yield all in
Madrid. The most charitable explanation is
that the transfer was made out of a blind,
enormous vanity which believed the Spanish
Minister when he said in effect: —*‘We, and
we alone, can settle this between us.' The
first effecct of this removal was an
encouragement to the Bpapish gov-
ernment to insult our Minister by making
a false statement of its position to him. The
Secretary of State seems to have rather re-
joiced in this duplicity. The Hemarp de-
spatches of that date said that Minister Sickles
doubted the gincerity of the Bpaniards. Even
Mr. Fish will admit that the Hzmatp was
right in this, for the correspondence reveals
the same opinion, although the State Depart-
ment saw fit to deny it It is certain that
from the moment the case was transferred
to Washington it commenced to lose its
clear-cut features. Then it was that
all the small juggling points were introduced
which left America such a barren victory.
From the signing of the protocol to the furtive
surrender of the filth covered Virginius and
thence to her sinking off Cape Fear, wo
have an instance of the politieal di-
minuendo, which, in music, Rubinstein
could not equal We hear something of a
treaty right upheld; of a ship delivered;
of sarvivors surrendered ; but of the murders
done by the Sponiards we hear not a word.
It was one of the original demands ‘‘that the
Spanish government manifest, by signal pun-
ishment to be inflicted on them, its sense of
the misconduot of those of its servants who
were concerned in the capture of the said ves-
sel and in the exeoufion of the passengers and
orew thereof.” The President declares that
the right of a regularly documented vessel to
carry the American flag is one which the
United Btates alone can decide, He also
declares that the right of search or visitation
of such & vessel in time of peace does mot
exist. ‘These two declarations are suf-
filent to show that mo justifieation
has been or can be given for the
murder of the fifty-three persons taken
from on board the regularly documented
American ship Virginius, It is degrading
indeed to think that, with such clear light
on the subject, the punishment of the
murderers and the indemnity for the
killed shonld be allowed to lapse. The
extract we have given above shows that the
government was at one time comscious of
ite duty. The Hzmarp hoas done its duty
in the premises. It has advocsted the vindica-
tion of the honor of the flag; it has told the
troe story of the negotiations from day to day.
The State Department has failed to vindicate
the outraged honor of the flag, and it delibe-
rately discredited the truths told in these
columns.

Prosrenrry aT TEE Litrie Exp or TaER
Hory.—The Boston Adverliser says the cities
of the Commonwealth make an excellent ex-
hibit of prosperity in the annnal official re-
ports. And yet the indebtedness of the prin-
cipal cities, with two or three exceptions, is
shown to be materially incressed over the in-
debtedness of 1873, Prosperity of this kind,
it may be thought, if continually maintained,

is likely to be productive of anything but re-
mnnarative elomonts

Graat’s Nomination of Williams—What |
Will He Do with It?

The Bar Associstion met Iast evening, and,
although the ramor of the withdrawal of
Attorney Ceneral Williams' name was oir-
oulated tn the meeting, it was thought neces-
sary, in the absenoce of official information, to
pass & series of resolutions condamnatory of
his nomination for Chief Justice. They are
are very severe and pointed, and will be found
elsowhere. Many evcellent reasoms for the
withdrawsl of Mr. Williams' name bave been
given, buk still it may not have been withdrawn;
and in the cloud of contradictory statementa
from Washington on this point the weight of
probability is with the assertion that the
nomination will be left in the hands of
the Senate, for the Presidemt is unlikely to
relinquish & deliberately formed purpose. We
have some dim remembrance of an observa-
tion on his part that he could have no policy
to be maintained in opposition to an intelli-
gent general view of the public interest; but
on that point he may have changed his mind.
It is scarosly credible that the President should
not by this time understand that the nomina-
tion of Mr. Williams is thoronghly and irre-
trievably s bad one; - No doubt a bad nomina~
tion might be made by any man in the Presi-
dent's position—more especially for an office
like that of Ohief Justice. With somewhat
engy ideaa of official obligation the President
seems to fancy that one man is as good as
another for almost ony place, and his
preferences and designations are ocer-
tainly ~ without  relation  to  special
qualities in his candidates ; he, therefore, may
not have considered vory deeply the qualifion-
tions proper for the Chief Justiceship, and
have thought he was choosing wonderfully
well in naming Mr. Williams. But he can
scarcely suppose the reasons made public
against the confirmation to be fictitious, and
they are such as should have induced him to
reconsider his nomination ; and the fact that
he has not reconsidered it is discreditable, for
his ‘‘adherence to his friends" in this case is
simply an obstinate defiance to evidence
against them.

Every one will regret to see a proposition
made in connsction with the probable rejec-
tion of Mr. Williams by the Senate for legisla-
tion agsinst the office of Chief Justice, in
which Senator Conkling comes forward as the
benchman of General Grant's unworthy par-
pose. It is not the first time we have heard
the proposition to change some law under
which General Grant's nominations had been
found unsatisfactory ; and such propositions
are not pleasant for the people to contemplate,
as they imply the notion that the President's
will is of more consequence than the lJaw—and
that where the two are in actual or moral con-
flict it is the law that is probably unjust or
improper, and ought to give way. Aside from
this, the notion that the Chief Justiceship
should be abolished forthwith because the
Senate will not let the President fill it as he
may choose hds an air of childish pecvish-
ness that is amusingly little. That a child
should storm out in its small way and aunni-
hilate some toy in regard to which it had been
thwarted and erossed is natural; but that
the President should imitate such childish
conduct in grave political emergencies was
bardly to be looked for. Shall we apply a
gimilar reasoning through our political sys-
tem? Shall we abolish every bigh place,
every position of moral or political grandeur,
because the appointing power has not in the
list of its favored ones a man that fills the
conditions of the office? Shall we level
down our whole administrative system to “‘the
meanest capacity?'’ We believe that Con-
gress will fittingly rebuke this proposition if
it comes before it.

Mr. Williams’ opinion on the Virginius is,
of course, the one immedwte fact that has
made his confirmation impossible, because ite
bed law affords the Senate sure and good
ground for refusing to appoint him to the
head place in our judicial organization. Other
reasons there are in sbundsnce—and some of
them may be substantial and convincing onea
to many minds—but the Virginius opinion
has come to relieve Senators of the necessity
of touching those reasons that are less proper
to be brought forward in such a' connection,
however convincing they may in reality have
been. Few intimations, and those unlikely,
are given as to what the President will do
next in regard to this appointment; but it is
likely the course events have taken will insure
us against a bad or unworthy Chief Justice,
while they may give us one of the several
gentlemen who are eminently fit for the place.
We have seen the accomplishment, in great
degroe, of the object with which we first began,
some months ago, to discuss the appointment
of Mr. Chase's successor. Our apprehen-
sion that the office would be filled on the
“personal favorite'' principle was not ill-
founded, but the success with which we at-
tracted public attention to the subject has de-
feated that plan; and public attention, thus
once fixed on s point of this nature, will not
give way, and will exact the rejection by the
Senate of every name but ome in all ways
proper.

The Cuban Insarrection—Important
Vietory Over the Spaniards.

One of the most important battles which
has taken place in Cuba since the outbreak of
the insurrection wes fought early in Decem-
ber, between a Spanish column and the forces
commanded by General Maximo Gomesz.
Victory remained with the Cubans, and the
Spaniards left on the fleld over two hundred
men killed. The details of the fight reached
us through the little insurgent journal printed
in Cuba Libre, which publishes General
Gomeg's report to the Cuban Secretary of
War. The patriots bave displayed remarkable
energy and enterprise within the last few
months, and the smooess which has
attended their military operations furnishes
strong argument in favor of the
of their belligerency. The Hemarp mission to
Cuba Libre had the effect of awakening public
interest in the Cuban question, and the events
now trenspiring are the best proofs of the ao-
curacy of the information furnished by the
HEraLp commissioners as to the really for-
midable charseter of the insurrection. Spanish
sympathizers try to persuade Amerioans that
the war is maintained only by fugitive bands
of negroes; but the victories of Santa Maria
and Palo Beco, taken in conmection with the
attack and partial destruction of important
towns like Manganillo, Jibara, Holgnin and
Santa Cruz, Are sufficient answer to such
statements, After stroggling for more
than flve wears agninst overwhelming

odds the vitality of the insurrectiom
in then ever. Tn the first fow montha
of the revoit there were more men in the fleld,
it is trae, but there never ware so many armed
noldiers as there are to-day. Bo far from the
time, looked uo bright as now. With their
own strong arms the men in the field have
won the resources necs to enable them ta
continue the struggle, and it only their emi.
grant countrymen would forget their quarrels
and divisions and pull together the Cubam
cause might, within a short time, 'be in such a
poaition as to force n recogmition of belligerent
rights even from mmmﬁmml
at Washington.

Civil Rights im Congress.

The representatives of the nation age again
called uwpon to create a legal equality for the
colored citizens. Practically the equality ex-
ista in’ all matters political. Whether » peo-
ple or class can be legislated into social
equality is a question fairly open to contro-
versy. The white, people of the South natu-
nally shrink from contact with the freedmen

in docial life, and urge that it is better to

allow the statas of the negro in society to be
settled by time than to endeavor to settle it
arbitrarily by legislation. At present the two
races have churches and schools apart, an ar-
rangement that is found to give good'results,
and satisfies all reasonable men on bokh sides.
Some people wish to go' a step further, and
throw the sc)ools and institutions open to all,
without distinction of color. We scarcely
think that this s necessary. * The inferest of
the people of the South would be better served
by allowing social equality to grow with time,
a8 the result of an ingreased intelligence
among the massés of the colored people. It
may be well to remark that those men who so
far forget the changed status of the colored
peoplé as to insult their representativeg on the
floor of the House of Representatives do more
real harm to the cause of the Southern whites
than the most fanatio. of the equal rights
party could do. The colored CUongressmen
will be protected in the exercise of all their
just privileges by the pyblid opinion of the
nation, and it would be well for the semi-
reconstructed to keep the fact in mind.

The reply of Mr." Eiliott, n oolored repree
senlative from South Carolina, to the argue
menta of Mr. Stephens, and his dignified re-
buke to Mr. Harris, show that both in ability
and good manners  the colored Congressman
is superior to some of the men who denounce
all men of African blood as an inferior
race,  In go far as the Civil Rights bill seeks .
to protect the colored  people in
the free muse of public conveyances
and hotels we think it will meet the
approval of the majority of the nation. The
advooates of the measure ought not, however,
to push the guestion into the public schools,
or in institutions where the wanis of the
colored people can be as well provided for in
separate establishments. Both parties might
gain by the exhibition of a mare condiliatory
disposition.

Chaotic Spain.

Serrano’s brand new government is threat-
ened on all sides by the ill will of the popu-
lace. Partisl risings are reported in Malaga
and Valladolid, but mo serious eonflicts have
taken place as yet. How long the armed
truce will be maintained it is impossible to
say, but the men who have seized on power in
defiance of legality and popular right,
in order to secure their power, have be-
gun the disarmament of the republicans all
over the country. The attack on Cartagena
is being pushed with renewed vigor, now that
the Republic is out of the way, and the
military conspirators are putting forth all
their energies to secure the position the weak-
ness or sudden conservatism of Castelar beg
allowed them to seize. Everything pointa to °
Castelar's having prepared the way for the ad-
vent to power of the conservatives. Whether
the result will meet their expectations or hig
remains to be seen. Bo far from hastening
the returnm of Alfonso to the throns, ns Ber-
rano and his fellow conspirators hope, the
coup d'élal may yet lead to the trinmph of the
red federal Republic. Noone can tell what
the morrow may bring in the matter of politi-
cal developments in a country like Bpain.
The federalists at Cartagens, so far from being
disheartened by the news of Castelar’s overs
throw and the advent to power of Berrano,
rejoice at it. They have made several des-
perate sorties, and so far have successfully ro-
pulsed the attacks of the besiegers. It may
be that before many days we may see o gen-
eral uprising of the extreme republicans and
the inanguration of a new struggle for power.
Itis to the tender mercy of such a band of
brigands that our government abandons the
Cuban people, under the pretence of friendli-
ness to republican institutions. Surely the
farce has been oarried far enough, and it iz
time for us to show some respect for our na.
tional dignity, and a little sense of justice and
humanity, by scaring away the vultures that
are preying on prostrate Cuba.

The Savings Banks.
Governor DRix thinks the savings banke
want o little regulating. He considers, evi
dently, from the langundge of his Message,
that they are not as secure as they might be,
He does not sce how thoy can afford safely ta
pay six per cent on the enormous depouits in
this State of three bundred and fourteen mil.
lions. But in the rivalry for business soms
banks pay or profess to pay more than stx per
cent. As tha Governor well remarks, Abso.
hhmuﬁlywdspodmllthnﬂ:ﬂandmoa(
mpwhntthhgio provided for. As a
consequence he wants tho law amended so ag
to prevent any director or other officer of
vings banks
He wishes, fo0, the amount of de.
posit by any one person to be limited so as to

prevent capitalists using these institutions,
commend ‘his views with regard to

For example, during the late panic a 'grest
deal must have been made by the forfeitare of
interest on the deposits withdrawn. Weknow
of ome case where a savings bank held a de.
posit of five hundred dollars within a few daye
of six months, and refused to pay any interesi
when the money was withdrawn beesuge the
regular period for payment bad not gnite
come round, How many other depositors lost
their interest in the same way during the
panic? The sum in the agaregate must hawv(




