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ASSISTANT ALDERMEN.

More Opinions as to the Legality
of Electing a President.

Mayor Havemeyer Transmits the
Corporation Counsel's Brief
and Also Gives His Ideas.

Intense Exeitcicent at the Hall.The Lobby
Fully Occupied and Overflowing.

It is a lonff time since bueti an immense and
thfdnir crowdftd th« ehamher <\t unv branch

of the Common Council as was Jammed Into the
lobby ol the chamber of the Board of Assistant
Aideruien yesterday aiteruoon. The omy reason

the grout number of spectators attending this
session can be ascribed to Is merely a morbid
idle curiosity on the part of the loungers hanging
around the City Hall.
The unemployed laborers Know perfectly well

that the Assistant Aldermen, in their present
looted condition, cannot aiford them any
relief, and eveu when fully organized this
branch ot the Common Council has no right to
order any public wort dune, except in the manner
indicated by the charter.viz., by contract.
And yet the idlers must grace the municipal
halls with tneir presence, in a measure repiesent-
ing the irreat public. Not only was standing room
at a premium, but it required the united efforts of
Roundsman rendu and several of the patrolmen
of tne Twenty-sixth precinct, whom Captain
Leary had detailed for this service, to Keep the
crowd irom carrying the doors off their hinges iu
their eagerness to gam admission.

THE HOUR FOR MEKTINO
was set down lor two o'clock. Nearly an hour
previous to this designation the doors were opened
and the unwasned "statesmen" In a jiffy held completepossession outside of the railings. The membersof tne Board soon dropped in. one by one, and
the observing spectator could see In each individualcountenance that something of moment was

about to transpire. Finally two o'clock had ar-

rived, but neither or
TUB RIVAL PRESIDENTS

(Mr. William Wade,- republican, and Joseph P.
Btrack, democrat), Dotn having agreed to remain

away until the question lias been legally adjudicated.
Assistant Alderman Chas. M. Clanct, the leading

spirit of the democrats, opened the ball, rose m
hia seat with great dignity, and moved that,
"owing to the absence of the President, Assistant
Alderman Stephen N. Simonson (republican) take
the chair." The motion was duly seconded, put
to a vote by General Ptnckney, the Clerk, adopted,
and Aldermun simonson assumed the station and
the gavel. .

Assistant Alderman Clancy offered a resolution
to the effect that "the Corporation Counsel be In-
structed to bring the case of the Assistant Alder-
men into the courts, for the purpose of adjust-
meat."
Alderman Healy offered an amendment that the

"subject of the President be sent to the courts;
that there was no trouble about the Board."
Assistant Alderman Thobnell said there was no

time now to introduce resolutions of this kind, as
the public business was suffering while the mem-
bers stood here wrangling. The Presidency was a

Subject for the courts to settle, who would dehne
the Intent of the law, which might read one way,
yet have another Intent. As regards the Board of
Assistant Aldermen, he desired to state that he
was not prepared at present to vote any way, but
would patiently await a legal decision. He hoped,
however, toe gentleman would withdraw his reao-
Hon.
Assistant Alderman Clancy retorted somewhat

spiritedly that "the majority would insist on tueir
rights. That chamber was the last remuaut of
democratic authority. There was a great deal of
chicanery, and persons went around to the re-
publican institutions, and the Corporation
Counsel gave an opinion, but every able lawyer
was 01 a different opinion. The majority purpose
to have the matter brought to court for the purposeof adjusrinent.brought in speedily, by consentof both parties." The Corporation Counsel
and others had given opinions in regard to the
legality of the election of tour) their President. He
would take the liberty of reading another opinion,
which, however, differed somewhat from the
others. Mr. Clancy then proceeded to read the
lotlowing legal opinion

It is with great reluctance that I attempt to enter into
the controversy in relation to the affairs in connection
with the chances which lately occurred in the Board of
Assistant Aldermen. .Nor am I so presumptuous as to
p lace my optulon in contradistinction to the elaborate
argument ot the lion. beiatleld smith. CorporationCounsel. But 1 will endeavor lo briefly state the groundswhich my poor judgment deeuis justify my action, since
I am accused ol being the main instigator ot the proceedings
The Board of Assistant Aldermen were elected to hold

office from Januarv J, 1873. to December 31, 1874. Ihis no
one disputes. At the organization of the Board, January6, 1873, Mr. Wade was elected by resolution as President
lor the year 1873 only, under the law then on the statute
books, and under which we were elected as Assistant
Aldermen and organized accordingly.
The charter, as Mr. smith call* chapter 335, Laws of 1873

(hut which I call a law, which any subsequent Legislaturemay amend or repeal;, passed April 3<>. 1873, provides
how we shall act in the future or the manner In which a
President shall be chosen, lhe words expressed are as
follows ."hacb board shall choose a President trom
Its own members, by a call of the names ol the
members of the Board, upon which call each mem-
ber shall announce his choice." 11.at has never
been before or since the act irotn which the above is
quoted became a law. We never attempted to depose
Mr Wade during the year 1871, but complied with the
law under wnich we were elected and organized. Bythe election of Mr. Struck we obeyed the present law and
all its provisions, recognizing all the restrictions, flrmlybelieving 'hat the law is not retroactive. And it it is not
directh stun- !, with regard to the Hoard of Assistant A1
derinen. 1 do not believe that it is prohibitory and. 1 sin
quiet sure that the courts will sustain me. 1 am fully
aware that it provid -s, 'This section, however, shall not
be construed to require or authorize a reorganization."That certainly Is not prohibitory, for the same section
says, "He (the President) can be removed before the
expiration of his term only by a vote taken
by a call of yeas or nay« ot four-fifths of the members of
the Board of Which he snail have been chosen President"Sow, it a President can be removed by a fnurflithsvote, I am sure that the clause is not prohibitoryThe legislative history of the provision as given bv"Mr.Smith is somewhat incorrect. Prom the first Introductionot the bill until its ttuai passage it was never intendedto give the appointing power to the presidents ofeach Board It was proposed ill the committee, but never
luserted, anil tor this reason thev tonnit it
was not sound law to determine a I*resident,ana legislate him into office trom onr ownmembers It occurs to me that no official has authorityto say why provisions were proposed, except that they
were intended to perfect the mutter then under consideration.Many propositions were made, hut tailed to becarried through. Now, is it not proper to presume the
intentions were somewhat interfered with by the promotersol the above utter many very extraordinaryefloru T
Again, he sayg. we arc prohibited by the last sobdivisionIrom reorganizing Now. in all eominon sense, do

the words "shah not require or authorize' mean to "prohibit?"If they do I am sadly in error.
Waiving all of bis opinion alter the above, for the

reason 1 believe uuy competent legal mind will see at
once there is motive lor it, I take Irom his opinionthe following' In other words, the legislature, havingpublic knowledge that two knows anil repu'ahle men
were in office as presidents of these hoards, leaves them
to tie removed by a mere maiority vote" (that is what
Wade was elected by.a mere maiority), and is
at the same time cure'ui to prohibit the re-
moral, except by a lour-flfth* vote, ol anyunknown president who might in tuturc be chosen."
He say* that that argument is "toned, technical, arti-
flcial. forced lor the reason that the logic Is too strong;technical, because it is the profession of law to tin.I the
technicalities to make a strong argument. Slid artificial
because it i* 'he metaphysical production ol the philologisthimaelf, based upon the law.

II thS subdivision wnlch provides the manner a Presidentshall be chosen an I prescribes the requirements of
removal (lour tiftlia vote) can be divided, not a single
peri oil Intervening, my judgment is again detective I
bold as many others. that, the removal by a four- fifths
vote being necessary, an election should have occurred
previously under that subdivision, obeying it to theletter
The paragraph he begins with "and when once

chosen, Ac., occurs to me that "kindly memory is
strained a little too mucb. i think that requires no answer

I do not regret that my conduct flavors of partisan desire.but it must be in accordance with law. J am toowell aware 01 the partisan feeling exhibited one yearago, when that "ri outside man'' was to Ik- one ol a triumvirateto make the »pp> intment* lor the city governmentor the means partisans resorted to to secure hiselection as President.
Throughout the length anil breadth of this great country,from Maine to California trom Niagara to the Gull»l Mexico, municipal, counts and state organizations ola legislative character hold caucuses ol a political nature.aud, unless a profligacy occurs, the majority ofcither party controls the body.I await with great anxiety the <b r-iaion of the courts,aud, when obtained, I am only too happy to obeyI trust that no one will take umbrage at my action oropinion. I asanre all that i have no wish to offend.
Assistant Alderman Thornkll inquired by whomthe opinion that he just heard read was drawn upAssistant Alderman Clancy (with great dinnlty).llyCtiarles M. Clancy himself, and just asgood as the opinion you hare got.
Assistant Alderman Thornkll did not questionthe motives of the so-called majority, one in-.n' m<>-fives are as good as another's. A majority couldnot force hnn to complicate bis position, lucrewa* no question ol democrat or republican, butoigood order in a portion of the city government,He did not want their proceedings made thelaughing stock 01 the community as they were lastMonday.
An amendment to the resolution was offered hyJlr. ileal/, making it read "the case of the f'resi-
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o«iili or (be AaMauat Aldermen," and It tm carried.

Assistant Alderman Kinoa offered anotber
amendment, that the Corporation Counsel be directedto bring tbe matter of the organisation <>f
the Board be lore tbe courts as apeedily as possible
lor tbe purpose of adjustment. This waa offered
as a substitute for tne original resolution and
amendment.
Mr. BonaBus.That's my original resolution.
Several members.No, It isn't.
A motion to table the substitute was lost. The

substitute was then tabled and the original resolutionas amended w as adopted.
A resolution waa handed in calling lor attention

to the lamps on the bridges on Fourth avenue, and
it was laid over, as was also a resolution calling on
tne Commissioners 01 Public Buildings to commencerepairs of sncn buildings, wuere needed,
lor the purpose of giving employment.
Mr. Kb id* inquired whether a resolntton for

paving and gracing hightb avenue, which would
give employment to the poor, had been passed,
and whether the Mayor had stricken out toe part
whicn would render it use.ulr

In auawei, tbe Chairman stated that the resolutionwas in the bands ol the Clerk ot the Aldermen.
A number of resolutions to pave .sixty-seventh

street, a portion of hightb avenue and other streets
l>y day's work were lost, on the grouud that tbe
work could not be done in that way.

Mr. Sommkks wanted to know why gentlemen
were opposing these general orders and tuus stop-
ping work r
Mr. Kkuok said he voted against the orders becausehe was not sure the work could be done by

contract.
1 tie Chairman now rapped the Hoard to order,

and announced a "Message from 11.s Honor the
U .mirll Mr P(>i'k lliillMlv Clnrb anil A,Hn. 1M,..-Ir

lor the present, had tn» document hunded dim,
wiiicii lie proceeded to read. The tlrat part o' tiie
Major's Message was summed up in a lew linen,
and contained the opinion oi Corporation Counsel
b. beiuflaid Smith. winch was published in tiie
11 KiiAi.ii ou the Uth mat. Then imlowed another
document, which proved to be an opiniou ui his
o>m (the Major's), as iollowa:.

hXHCtJTIYK 1) KPA1CTM TNT, OlTY 11A LP, 1
Nit* Yobs. Jau. lit, 1874. <

To thb Honobablk th« Boako or Assistant Ai.dkkmicn :.
i.ksti.amks.i have the honor to transmit herewith an

opinion ol the Counsel to die Corporation in regurd to
the power ot your honorable body to reorganize the
hoard as it existed at the tune of the passage of the presentcharter. As my views on this question are not in accordwith those entertained by the Corporation Counsel,
1 Have thought it my duly to communicate them also lor
such cousidcratioa as your honorable body may iudge
the in to merit. W. V. L1A VbMKYhlt.

Match's Orricm, Nsw Vobk, Jan. 12, 1674.
To tub IIonouablk thk Hoard or Assistant Alukrmkn
Gsstuuks-I'he Board ol Assistant Aldermen oi the

city ol New York elected Mr. William Wade a President
lor tbe year 1S73. Such an election was valid and legul
under the laws then existing, and thereiore his term ol'
oiltce expired on ihe 1st ol January, 1874. Under those
laws and the terms of that election his official powers
terminated on that day, and it became neees.-arv to
elect a uew President unless his terui has been extended
by some new law or some new action ot the Board on the
subject. The Board have not re-elected him or douc any
act w hatever to extend his term ot office.

It Is claimed, however, that the act of the Legislatureof April. 1S73, to reorganize the local governmentof the city ol New York extends for one year his
official term. I do not think so. The only material provisionsin that act affecting this question are contained
in section 0, which declares, among other requirements
ot the respe tive Boards that
Fir«t."r.uch Board .Aldermen and Assistant Aldermen.shallchoose a President trom its own number by

a call oi the names of the members ol the Board, uponwhich call each member shall announce bis choice, and,
when once chosen, he can be removed betore the expirationot his term as Alderman or Assistant .Vlderroau, only
by u vote taken by a call ol ayes and noes of tour Uiths
ot all the members ot the Board ol which he shall be
chosen President."
Second."Appoint a clerk and other officers.'
"This section, however, shall not he construed to requireor authorize a reorganization of the exisuug Board

oi Aldermen or Board of Assistant Aldermen."
In a communication to me on this subject ibe CorporationCounsel gives it as bis opinion lhat Mr. Vtade, under

thi' above provision ot law.lt President ol the Board of
Assistaut Aldermen and will so remain until the 1st of
January. 187S.
The Corporation Counsel holds, in substance, that an

election ol u new President in place of Mr. Wade would
De a reorganization ot ilia Hoard aud that stteh reorganizationIs prohibited bv ihe last Clause ol the sixth sectionabove quoted; that theretore Mr. Wade's term of
office is theretore extended tor another year. I tail to
come to his conclusion or to concur in his reasoning on
the subject lie nays, Having conviction as a lawyer, I
express and maintain it In my official character." And
vet, in order to come to his coucluslon as a lawyer, ot a
plain and clearly drawn act of the Legislature, he gives
what he calls the legislative history ot tile above provisionslu re'ereuce to the removal from office ot the
President, 4c., then in office, lie says the "object was
to prohibit a mere majority of either Hoard f-oin changingtheptrmjmidol the Appointing Board daring the two
years lor which the Common Council was elected. The
question is whether this intent was made eilectuai to retainMr. Wade as President of the Board of Assistant
Aldermen tor these two years tor which the Common
Council is elected."
In the first place, the Corporation Counsel mav have

been wrongly informed in the lobby at Albany in regard
to their "obiect" and "intent" about th's special provisionfor removal of the tiien existing President In the
next place, his "convictions as a lawyer" In construing
a statutory law, acquired by sending to Albany to learu
it< uuwntteu hiBtory, cannot he made the "convictions
01 a lawyer" who does nut know this secret history, but
wbodetermir.es the "object" and "intent" ot the Legislatureby the plain and perspicuous language ot the act
itself. And, finally, upon this point it is of no consequencewhatever in the question at Issue whether the
Board could remove Mr. « ade from office by a majority
vote, by a tour-tH'ths vote, or whether they could removehim at all.

the question is whether the Board could fill his place
after the term ofoffice for which he was elected had expired.not whether they could remove him lrom office,
uor how they could remove hun. The Corporation Counselsays, very correctly, "It is true, but for the charier
(viz., the aoove act of April, 18731 lie would go out as
President at the end of 1B7S, for which year he was
elected President." The auestiou then Is simply this, did
the new charter extend his official term from January 1.
1871 wheu it expired), to January 1. 1875. ll It did, then
he is still President, aud clothed with all the powers,
officially, which be bad during the year tor which he
was elected by the Board. If it did not thus extendins official term then Mr. Joseph P. struck,
the member elected President In place ot
Mr. Wade, is such President, or the Board
has no President It is not pretended thai the charter
in distinct language exteudaa his otS< isl term It savs
nothing whatever about the tenure of >-fl" >t the Presidentor other officers of the Board, or wuea n should
terminate. The new charter accepts theui se it finds
thi m, and hy uot authorizing a reorganisation substantiallydirects the Board to recognize them as lawful
officers, with the same powers a nd responsibilities us if
elected under the new charier. I be first clause of the
sixth section says 'euch Board shall cbouse a President,"
4c., making it imperative to do so at once on
the charter taking ettect, and uuder this clause
ail the old officers would then have been legally
removed unless re-elected; but the lust clause ot
the section prohibited this and provided in substance
that under the new charter tlie existing official organizationof the Hoard should be recognized as legal and
valid A reorganization of tbe Board was not to Dc allowed.Which, as to the President, meant that they
must accept the organisation, as to mm. as tne charter
touuil it. what was that organisation? Clearly that as to
in, principal officer, the charter loand the Board with a
President legally elected, aud tor the term ol one year,
to expire at the end ot the year 1873. The tenure ot his
office wus fixed by the Board, and was as distinctly a
partul its organization was ins election to his office.
The election, therefore, of a Prerident to succeed ilr.
Wade, utter his term had expired, was not a prohibitedreorganization of the Board. He was
officially dead at the end of the year, and was as absolutelydivested ot bis office as it he had been personallydead. flow, then, can it be deemed a reorganization of
tin- Hi.arti mft In him tfi plpct litu ano.ftrgdnr whan hw wu*

no longer President r Hs held no office to he removed
from. But. again no one can be legislated into office, as
no officer can be legislated into an extension ol the term
tor wnicti be was elected, except by a distinct and clear
enactment to tbat edect. Here there is nothing ol the
kind, not an approximation, no allusion whatever to the
tenure ol olhce of any ot tlie existing Incumbents, which
the now charter tound in the Board. This prohibitory
clause against reconstruction, which is briet hut clear,
contains all and trery word ot the act that a claim to
this official extension can by possibility be based upon.
Nothing else is pretended, except the Corporation

Counsel's legislative history ot objects" and "intents"
when the bill passed, or was betore the Legislature, and
thai history relates to the first clause about removals
from office, and ha? nothing to do with the point before
us. But this prohibitory clause, it will be observed, is
directed to the Board ot Assistant Aldermen, defining
their duties and their duties only, and does not purport
in any manner to speak ot the tenure of office of the iniumnent, but leaves that as it was, neither enlarged nor
diminished: the Corporation Counsel plays upon the
word organized in order to deteroitue what reorganized
means. |He savs:."The Board having been once organized by
the election ol a President, It cannot be again organized
without being reorganized,' and claims that the election
ot a successor to Mr. Wiide is a reorganization, and pro-
Indited by the charter, therefore, as near as X can uii-
dersland him, Mr. Wade's term of office must be deemed
to be extended lor oue year. Did it occur to the CorporationCounsel that this mode 01 reasoning prevents the
the Board from electing a President, even if the old
Board were dead and buried f

It it is a violation of this provision and is deemed a reorganizationof the Board to elect a successor to Mr.
Vadt after his term is expired, when lie is officially
dead, then it must be a violation of it to elect a PresidentIt Mr. Wade were personally dead, aud. consequently,if he had died naturally instead ot officially,
the Board would be without a President.
Jake another view of this matter. Suppose this prohibitoryclause had distinctly declared what Is claimed

in behalf ot the old President to tie Us true meaning, that
the Board should not elect a President until January 1,
1875, would that prohibition upon the Board confer or
restore official power upon a President whose term had
expired and whose powers had ceased? or would the
office be vacant and new legislation required? Cun
official power be conferred or extended in this inferential
wav? i ain ol opinion that .Mr. Wade is not the legal
President ol the Assistant Board ol Aldermen of New
York. W. f. HAVEUEYKK. |
A motion was made to print botb opinions transmittedt»y the Major, in the minutes, alter which

the Hoard adjourned. During the session the followingrequest to pave the new drive irom 155fh
street to Kiugsbrldgo road, was received and referredto the committee on .streets
TO THK HOSOBASLR TBI USBSOS COC.VCIL Of TBI ClTT Or
.Sur YoM
The subscribers, owneri of property on tha line or In

the vicinity of the PudIIc Drive, extending irom 166th
street to the Klngshrirtge road, at fnwood (being a con
tlnua'iott of the Boulevard from Kitty-ninth street to
J66th street), respecttully show that the title of the land
loniiiUK the Public Drive was acquired by the city last
summer, and nothing has since oecn dono towards
making it; that the use ol this Public Drive is
indii-pen*ablv necessary lor the inhabitants of the upper
part ol the city as well as lor the public at large, and
they respcctiully request that you will pass a resolution
In-true turn the Commissioner ol Public Works to mark,
tirade and regulate, pave with a Macadam reltord navementsimilar to that laid on the Boulevard, sewer, curh,
gutter and flag the Public Drive, and thai (he work lie
perlorined bv day's work, so that employment may be
given this winter to the numerous workmen now idle. A
large portion of the work will consist ot blasting, and
Hie present season and winter are quite favorable to
thai class of work. DANIKf. MAKTIN
fiuw YuHk, Dec. 11, 1*73. aud U others.

CITY AiND COUNTY TBEASUBY,
Comptroller Green reports the following receipts

it tne treasury yesterday
from taxes ol l«73 and interest
Krmn arrears of taxes, assessments and interest.... n.SVJ
f rom collection of assessments and interest.. 27.6U3
Kroio market rente and lees. 2,Hi*from water rents 1.610troin licenses, Department of Public Parks 1,010from license*, Mayor's office 37from saie« Ultj hecord" 24from ices and Ones District Courts 37
Tot«l MS

3KK HERALD, TUESDAY,
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

Important Report of the Committeeon Armoriea.

One Committee Investigates AnotherCommittee.

The regular session of this Board was held yesterdayafternoon, all the members, except Mayor
Uavemoyer and Supervisor Falconer, being present.
The minutes or the laat meeting were read and

approved. bill or the Coroners tor the last quarteror 1873, ror the amount or llfl.aeu, was laid over
under the mles. A large number of other bins ror
various purposes were read and reierred to the
appropriate committees.
Mr. Douglas Taylor, Commissioner or Jurors,

transmitted bis annual report, which was reierred,
and. on motion or Recorder liackett, ordered
printed in document form.
Ueuerai Sbalor sent a communication to the

Hoard. Drotestinir airamst the assiirument of the
Fiity-flfth regiment, N. G. S. N. Y.. to Nos. 37 and 39
Bowery, which 13 at present occupied by the
Third cavalry and only at lor tue purposes of cavalrytactics. The communication was reterred to
the Committee on Armories.
A resolution calling upon the Board to reduce

the salary o/ the criers of the supreme ana
Superior Courts from $2,500 to $1,200 per annum,which sum was fixed at a meeting of the
Board of Supervisors neld May 26, 1870, was Introducedby Supervisor Ottendorler. Supervisor
Monbeiiner took the door and stated that the
work of reform would not stop here, but Includethe chief clerks, deputies and attendants
of the Supreme, Superior and other courts. The
chief clerks of the two drat mentioned courts receivedeach $6,ooo, and he guaranteed thatasgood
it not better men than either Jarvia or Boese could
be ootained for $3,000. A motion to amend by insertingthat the clerks of the Supreme, Superior,
Marine and Civil Justices' courts be Included in the
reduction was adopted, and the motion as amended
relerred to the Committee on Civil Cohrts.
Supervisor munhbjmkk moved that the law officerot this Board be interrogated as to under what

authority the Commissioner of Jurors was appointed.Adopted.
A motion o1 Supervisor Morris to have the proceedingsof this Board printed in the City Kecord

was reicrred to the Committee on Printing.
The Committee on Armories reported in favor of

transferring the Sixth regiment irom Meilson Hall
to Class flail. Laid over.
The Committee on Armories made the follawlng

Important report, which was laid over:.
The special committee appointed to investigate the

proceedings <>! the Committee on Armories und Drill
Rooms in relation to the work for the completion of the
Centre Market Armory respectfully report:.The committeepublished an advertisement inviting proposals to
do any part or the whoio ot this work, in accordance
with the prepared specifications. In answer to this advertisement28 proposals were received, 26 ot which were
for parts of the work and two lor the whole work. Those
bids were opened at a meeting of the committee held oh
October 6 1873, and at the same meeting the toilowing
parties were declared the successful bidders:.
F. Sochs, tor carpenter work$9,890
K. KrenbeL iron work 1,279
uvnster a. nrotner, lor turning aim gaivantzua iron, z.ouu
Byrnes A Cooper, plumbing anil gustltting 2,660
De Christie, lor mason work 2,940
Mulligan Brotners. lor painting 666

.-several ot the above named parties were not tne lowestbidders. Kor .the carpenter work Ave and tor the
iron work two lower bids were received, the difference
between the lowest and the accepted bid being in the
first case $2,166 and in the second $176. Besides this a
proposal was received to do the whole work lor $12,400,
while the awards made by the committee amount to
$5,8S0.
Several members of the Committee on Armories and

Drill Rooms who voted to award the contracts to the
above named parties stated that they have been
intlueoced in their decisions bv representations
made to them that one of the lowest biddersdeclined to accept the awards, others
were not responsible parties and others again non-residentsot the city. However that may lie, the committee
should certainly, even if they had not been positivelydirected to award the contracts to the lowest bidders,
have telt it their duty to report the tacts to this Board,
and ask their approval tor their decision. Instead of
this they state in their report, made October 20 (which
report, with the annexed resolution, wm not approved,
but reterred back to the committee, with instruction to
readveriise tor bids for the aforesaid work) that they had
received 28 proposals, of which those whoie bids were the
lowest were decided on as the proper ones to perioral
the work required. More than that, the Chairman ot the
committee directed the clerk already, on the 9th of October,to inform the successful bidders of the acceptanceot their proposals, and to order them to proceed with the
work immediately, it ia but proper to suite that the
other members of the committee did not authorize their
Chairman to issue this order; the whole matter was
never called up lu their meeting again. Alter the report
was made.and they were greatly astonished at being
informed later that the work was proceeding by order
of their Chairman, Supervisor Kehr.the contractswere prepared, but not sigued by the
clerk ot this Board and not delivered. The contractors
were misled by the representations made to them bythe Chairman of the Committee on Armories and Drill
Rooms, and. although tbey have nut legal claims by virtueof the proposed contract, equity and justice require
that they should receive a fair compensation for the
work performed by them.
The whole proceedings in this matter show a deplorabledisregard of the rules which should be strictly observedin all the transactions of the committees ot this

Board, and the neglect of which must lead to the
greatest abuses. To save contractors trom losses caused
by their confidence in the assorances of the former
Chairman ol the Armory Committee, and to prevent
similar occurrences as those tor the investigation of
which this committee was appointed in the lutore, your
committee recommend the following:.
Rooms be and is hereby directed to require the bills for
the completion of the work on Centre Market Armory to
be made oat 111 detail, specifying every single part of
work and material, with the price thereof; to cause an
Investigation to be made by experts ol the value of the
labor and materials, and to report in favor of paying an
equitable compensation for the work actually doue irotu
October 7 to December 24, 1873.
Resolved. That hereatler all work performed or suppliesfurnished lor this county, In excess of $100 in value, shall

be by coutraet with the lowest bidder, and the several
committees of this Board are hereby prohibited from
ordering anv work or supply until It has been submitted
lor the sctlon of tilts Board, and until every such action
or contract shall have been confirmed by a majority of
its members, OTTENDORKER, ,

Van hchaick, /Special Committee.
MORRIS, )

A resolution instructing Major General Shaler to
remove the Ninety-sixth regiment iroin Centre
Market Armory and giving the same to the
Eleventh regiment called lorttr some debate.
Supervisors BUllugs, Kelir and Gilou freely participated.
Supervisor Ltsaoht moved to recommit, with

Instructions to report suitable quarters for tue
Ninety-sixth regiment, which was lost.
The original motion was then adopted.
Supervisor McCafkerty wanted to obtain informationIn regard to a bill of a morning paper

amounting to $1,069 50, for advertising, lor which a
check was presented and signature refused by the
clerk of the Hoard on account ot the bill not having
been before this Hoard.
Supervisor Van Schaicx thought that It must be

a huge mistake, as it is impossible that the Comptrollercan do anything illegal. (Laughter.)
Supervisor ottkndokfkh explained that the mistakeoccurred In the comptroller's Office accidentally.
Tne subject was hereupon dropped.
Several bills of newspapers, fur publishing electionnotices under anthorlty or the Sheriff, were

ordered paid. A motion of Supervisor Van schaick,
to provide suitable quarters for the Ninety-sixth
regiment, was referred to the Committee on
Armories. Amended oy Supervisor Morris, to give
power to the committee; lost.
The Board tbeu adjourned until Thursday, at

four o clock P. id.

C08T OF QUI IMPROVEMENTS.
Commissioner Van Nort, of the Department of

Public Works, has transmitted to the Hoard of Assessorsthe certificates of the cost of the following
improvements, In order that the assessments
therefor may be made:.
Outlet sewer in Eightieth street, through HudsonRiver Railroad to Eighty-first street, to Tenth
avenue, to Eighty-third street, to Ninth avenue,to Eighty-eighth street, to Eighth avenue, with
branches $154,682Cndorground drains between Seventy-fourth and
Ninety-second street* and Eighth and Tenth avenues93,042Regulating, grading, Ac.. Sixty seventh street
from Third to Fourth avenue 7,065

Total $204,790
THE THIRD AVENUE CAR CASUALTY.

Conductor Hard Exonerated.Kecom-
mentlatlon by the Jury.

The case of the late Isaac L. bavin, wlionc death,
It wan aliened, resulted from injuries received by
having been pushed from u Third avenue car in
the Bowery, near Grand street, by Leroy C. Hurd,
the conductor, was yesterday concluded before
Coroner Oroker. The jury rendered the following
verdict:."That Isaac L. Davis came to nis death by
a compound fracture of the Iclt leg by the contact
or the brake and wneel of car 36 of Third Avenue
Kailroad Company, be having been ejected by the
conductor from car 28, same tine, on the
afternoon of Saturday, December 27, 1873. We
further And no blame should be attached to
either the conductor of car 28 or the driver of
car 35, and we would respcetiuliy recommend that
all railroad companies Instruct their conductors,
whenever necessary to eject drunken or disorderly
persons from tneir ears, that the cars be broughtto a full stop, and said person he put ofT from the
side where danger is less likely to result to the
person so put of." Mr. Stewart, who representedtde railroad company before Coroner Croker.
tnankeu the jury lor the just verdict they had
rendered, and said that their recommendations
had long been in force with the Xuird Avenue Itailroadcompany.
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YACHT1HQ H0TE5.

Tl»e annual meeting of the New Tort Tteht Olne
will be held at Its room*, Twenty-seventh itreet
end Madison evenue, on the evening of Thursday,
February i. The election of offloers tor the ensuingyear end the consideration of the report of the
Oommittee on the Oienslflcetton of Yeohts wilt oooopythe attention of the members.
The schooner Triton, & T. 0., Mr. Q. A. Thayer,

Is being fitted with new spars.
Mr. R. W. Holmes, B. T. C., Is building e sloop et

the foot of court street, the model of which Is excitingmuch attention in yachting circles, she is
to be celled the Playiul, end will be reedy for serviceearly next spriug. ,
Mr. John M. Sawyer, Treasurer of the Brooklyn

Yacht Club, has been elected commodore of tne
Long Island Model Yacht Club.
Kx-Commodore G. L. Haigbt, B.Y.C., is adding

several feet to his sloop Genia.
The annual elections of the Atlantic and Bayonns

yacht clubs win not t>e held until March next.
The Brooklyn Yacht Club will hold its annual

meeting on the evening of Wednesday, the 28th
inst. The officers and various committees for the
eusulug year will then be elected and final action
taken upon the proposed raising of the dues. Noticehas been given the secretary, Mr. William F.
Lee. that the following yachts, uow building at
Bye, N. Y.. will be added to tbe nect or the club:.
Sloop owned *by Mr. Daniel Edgar, Jr., or New
Bocbelle.length over all, 67 ipet; length on water
line, 61 feet 6 inch.a; depth or hold, 6 ieet6 Inches;
tonnage. 82 tons. Sloop owned by Mr. William
Edgar Morris, of New Rochelle.length on deck, 47
reet; length on water line, 46 leet; breadth or
beam, 15 reet; tonnage, 31 tons.
At the annual meeting ol the Scawanhaka Yacht

Club, held a few evenings since, the following officerswero elected for the ensuing year:.Commodore,William L. Swan; Vice Commodore, James
W. Beekmun, Jr.; Secretary, FredericD, P. Foster;
Treasurer, B. L. swan; Measurer, K. O. Foster;
Chaplain, Rev. William Irvin; Surgeon, James R.
Wood. The aunexed yachts were added to the
fleet of the club:.Schooners Ariel, Commodore
William L. Swan; Idler, J. S. Colgate; Peerless, J.
R. Maxwell; Triton, G. A. Thayer. Cabin sloopsAlert,Henry Vail; Christine, S. P. Blagdeu; Au
Revolr, J. E. Roosevelt. Open sloops.cruiser, 0.
Lee; Ripple, C. M, schcillciu; Electra, W. B. Siminonds.

PIGEON SHOOTING.

monthly Meeting of the New Jersey
Sportsmen's Club.

The weather yesterday was fresh, yet balmy, and
swept over the Sea View Track at New Dorp, S.
L, a half gale some portions of the afternoon, which
made the pigeons appear a little more lively than
usual, and as a consequence a great deal more
difficult to hit, and, when hit, rendered them considerablyhard to gather within the boundary of 80
yards. The birds, too, were naturally game and
very rapid flyers, and many of them took "a heap
or killing" before the decision of "dead bird" was
rendered.
The club turned out a goodly number of its memberson tiiis occasion, and many of tbem stopped

on the grounds amusing themselves as long as

thej could see to shoot. The majority of the gentlemen,however, lelt In the half-past four o'clock
train, the regular business of the day having been
finished beiore that time.
Four shooting events came off, the first being

for the Diamond Badge, at 25 single birds, 21
yardBrlse, so yards boundary, with l>i ounces of
shot, to be governed by the New Jersey Shooting
Club rules, between G. Watson, the holder of tue
badge, and W. A. Dunlap, a challenger lor the
honor of wearing the trophy; the second event,
a handicap lor a silver cup, at five pigeons each,
entrance $5, ounces of shot, from live traps, 21
yards rise, 80 vards boundary, New Jersey Sportsmen'srules; the third, a sweepstakes, at $2 each,
at five single birds, the same rules governing this
affair as did the two previous, and the fourth, a
sweepstakes of $5 each, at three birds, the winner
to pay for the birds, the same rules as before.
The shooting was verv good under the circumstances,and seemed to give great satisfaction,

not only to those who were engaged, but also to
all the spectators. The following are the

summaries.
New Dour, S. I., January 12.New Jersey

Sportsmen's Club.Piukon Shooting.For the
Diamond Badge, at 25 single birds, 21 yards rise, 80
yards boundary, with 1>£ ounces oi shot, under
New Jersey Shooting Club rules, between G. Watson,holder of the badge, and W. A. Dunlap.
G. Watson.1. 1, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, o, l, l, 1, 1, 1, 0.

1, 0, 1, *0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1. Totui 26.Killed 14,
missed 11.
W. A. Dunlap.*0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 0. 0, 1. 1. 1, 0, 1, 0,

L, V* 1, i, U, U, L, JL, X, I, L, ii LUbftl Ml -&UICU It,
missed 11.
Tie at 6 birds, 26 yards rise
W. A. Dunlap.1, 1. 0, l, l.Killed 4, missed 1.
Q. Watson.0. o, o. 1, l.Killed 2, missed a.
Referee.J. P. Pelker.
Samb Day.For the Handicap Silver Cap, 5 birds,

$5 each, 1M ounces oi shot, from ."> traps, 80 yards
boundary, New Jersey .Sportsmen's Club rules.

J. lYson.23 yards, l, 1, 1, 0, i-Kilffd 4, missed l.
E. U. Shorn.2i yards, l, 1, l, 0, »i>.Killed 3,

missed 2.
W. Hushes.23 yards, 0, 1, 0, 1, 1.Killed 3,

missed 2.
C. Townsend.24 yards, 0, l, 1, o, 0.Killed 2,

missed 3.
1>. Kelley.23 vards, 1,0,0,1, *0.Killed 2, missed 3.
O. H. Wild.22 yards, 0, 0, 0, 1, 0.Killed 1,

missed 4.
Referee.J. P. Pelker.
Same Day..Sweepstakes at $2 each, at S singlebirds, 21 yards rise, with i>» ounces of shot, 80

yards boundary, New Jersey Sportsmen's Club
rules, $15 to the winner $9 to the second.
W. Dunlap.1, 1,1, 1.1.Killed 5.
G. Wild.1,1, 1, 0, 1.Killed 4, missed 1.
C. Townsend.1,1, 0,1, l.Killed 4, missed 1.
D. Kelley.1,1, 1, 1, o.Killed 4, missed 1.
J. Tyson.1,1, 0, 1, l.Killed 4, missed X.
A. Hughes.0, l, 1,1, 1.Killed 4. missed 1.
H. Warren.1, *0, 1, 1, 0.Killed 3, missed 2.
E. II. Shorb.0, o, 1, 1, 0.Killed 2, missed 3.
J. P. Pelker.0, 1, l, *0, "0.Killed 2, missed 3.
W. McPall.0, 1, 0, 1, 0.Killed 2, missed 3.
J. S. Conover.0, 1, o, 1, o.Rilled 2, missed 3.
W. Hughes.o, 0,1, l, 0.Killed 2, missed 3.
Ties at 3 birds each, same conditions for second

money
C. Townsend.1,1,1.Killed 3.
J. Tyson.1, 1, 1.Killed 3.
D. Kelley.1, I, o.Killed 2, missed 1.
G. Wild.o, o, l.Killed l, missed 2.
A. Hughes.u, l, o.Killed l, missed 2.
Messrs. Townsend and Tyson having tied,

divided the money.
Rpfprpp.I). Rliilrn.
Same Day..sweepstakes, $5 each, at three birds,

21 yards rise, with 1M ounces of shot, ho yards
boundary, club rulea. The winner to pay (or the
birds.

J. P. Fencer.:l, 1, 1-Kllled 3.
W. Hughes.o, 1, 1.Killed 2, missed 1.
G. Wild.1, 0, 0.Killed 1, missed 2.
K. H. short>.0. 0, 1.Killed 1, missed 2.
Keieree.D. Blake.
Dead oat of bounds.

PIGEON SHOOTING 15 ENGLAND.
Handicap of Twmty-tlve Birds Kacti
for a silver Cap.dir. Juffcry the
Winner.

[From Bell's Lire, December 27.)
A handsome silver cup, value £23, was shot for

at Ewell, Surrey, on Friday last, by some members
of tue aristocratic clubs, at 25 pigeons each, from
five traps, double guns, the use of both barrels, IX
ounces ol shot. Mr. Jaffery, an American gentleniau,proved victorious by bringing down in fine
style 14 out of 25 speedy birds, and Mr. Stone
proved the next best shot by tumbling over 11
birds. J. Offer, King street, Hammersmith, suppliedthe birds, the best bine rocks.
27.Mr. Jaffery.1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, 1, 1, 1, 0,

1, 1, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, L 1, 0.Killed 14.
20.Mr. Stone.0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0,

1, 0, 1, 1, 0. 1, 0, o, 1, 0, 0, 1.Killed 11.
2fl.Dr. Barnes.o, 1, 1, I, 0, 0, o, 0, 0, 1, o, 0, 0,

0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 1, 0, 1, 1, o, 1- Killed 10.
26.Mr. Granger.o, 0, 0, 0, 1, l, o, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0,

1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0.Killed 8.

SUICIDE BY TAKING POISON.
Religious Mania the Cause.

Coroner Woltman yesterday held his first Inquest
In the case of William A. Bailey, a gold and silver
nlater late of No. 212 Flower*, who committed am-

clde by ^wallowing a quantity of cyanide or potassium,wbken he UBed In his business. Deceased
had been attending religious meetings of late and
his mind had become intensely excited on the subjectol religion, so much so as to disturb his
intellect, alctiougli his partner and other lrlends
seemed to have no fears that he would
harm, himseli Mr. Dailey, who slept in
tue same bed with his partner, retired,
as usual, on Sunday evening, but during the night
quietly got up, and lighting the gas seemed to be
heating something over it. ills partner askcil
what he was doing, hut received no satisfactory
answer. Mr. Bailey then drank something irom a
tumbler, alter which he lay down In hed again.
He was soon siezed with violent spasms, and assistancebeing procured Mr. Bailey was taken to
the Fourteenth precinct station house for medical
aid, and death ensued soon afterward. Deceased,
tit# years of age and a native 01 England, Is said to
have had no relatives in tuts country.

THE FOURTH AVEHUERAILROAD FATALITY.
In the case of the boy Percy Gardner, run over

on Fourth avenue, near Thirteenth street, by car
No. 2, while attempting to jump on the front platform,and killed, the jury yesterday exonerated
the driver from blame, but say:."We hold the
Fourth Avenue Railroad Company responsible lor
said accident, they having failed to comply with
an ordinance providing for the protection or front
platforms of street railroad cars."
Uoroner Kessler held the inquest. The accident

occurred en the nth instant.

'LE SHEET.

CALEB COSHING.

How His Nomination in Rocoivedbv th.o Press.

A Very Large Majority of the Papers
Approve the Choioe.

The Opposition Chiefly from the Demoeraiie
sod Independent Journals.

U the tone or (be pren of the coantrr be any indicationol the manner in which the nomination of
Mr. Gushing for Chief Justice will be received the
last selection or the President meets with decided
favor. Prom one day's mail the following commentsare selectod at random. They show 29
journals in favor and 12 against the nomination.

Favorable Endorsements.
The New Haven journal ana courier (administration)says that "the President's nomination,

this time, is a magnificent one; and we hope that
the jealous and dissatisfied senate may tie compelledby the moral sentiment ot tnc nation to confirmIt."
The boston Traveller (republican) approves the

nomination warmly and sYys :.-Mr. cushtug has
for the past five or six years been la lull sympathy
with the policy of the republican party, aud at the
last Presidential election he voted the Qrunt arid
Wilson electoral ttcket. He made the acquaintanceot President Grant daring the xtcan war,
and has always had a high respec, .or him. In
vigor, industry, integrity, knowledge ot the law
and that general knowledge which fits a man lor
positions of great importance, Mr. Gushing has no
superior anywhere."
The Albany Journal (republican) has a word

for Gushing when it says:.-but though Mr.
Cushing is T4 years old, he is intellectually as
robust and vigorous lor present service as ever,
and, surprising as It la in some respects, much can
be said in approval or the designation."
The Lynchburg Virginian (democratic) Is en!thilsiastic over the fact that Virginia has plucked a

laurel irom Massachusetts, and "has the honor of
furnishing another utiief Justice, and what Virginianwill not rejoice?"
The Lynchburg sepubliean (republican) is satisfiedthat Gushing is a diplomate and lawyer, rather

than a politician, and thinks that the appointment
is so much better than was anticipated that the
matter has been satisfactorily solved."

' It is quite needless," says the Pittsburg Commercial(republican), "to say that the nomination
of Mr. Caleb Cushing to the Chiel Justiceship of the
United States, announced in another column, will
be lavorably received by the Bar and the people.
To some his somewhat advanced age may seem an
obiection. Mr. Ciishinir lienor in his seventy-fourth
rear. But he ia a till in the lull vigor or physical
aud mental health, and ia probably still good lor 10
or 16 years of judicial service."
The Cleveland Leader, a supporter of the government,is quite enthusiastic, it says"Tho offer of

the highest judicial position under our governmentto such a man in the ripe fulness of his busy
and honored vears will atone for whatever mistakethe President may have made in nominating
for that position a man so Intellectually interior as
Qeneral Williams. That the nomination will be
promptly ratified by the Senate there can be no
serious doubt."
The Cleveland Herald (independent) is in doubt,

and damns with laint praise when it says:."in a
professional point 01 view Caleb Cushing is a very
proper man to be placed on tbe bench of the SupremeCourt. But his age Is a very serious objection,and the peculiar eccentricities of Mr. Cushing
arc also objectionable. Mr. Cusuing is not a sale
man."
The Boston News (prohibition) is delighted with

the selection and says it believes "his administrationof the duties of the ofiice Will be eminently
honorable and successful, and furthermore, we believewhat may be cold comfort to bis competitors
for the chair, that he has many years of useful servicein mm yet."
The Troy Whig would prefer a younger man, but

says It has "no objection on the score of fitness.
It Caleb Cushing does not make a good judge, then
we shall know that great talents, great learning
and unequalled legal attainments do not suffice to
quality a man ior judicial position."
The Boston Transcript (republican) likes the

nomination, but fears Cashing is not sound on tue
nirrtl r-lrrhtu unpafinn unH rnmurlre* "Mr Pnuhinrv

has not what is sometimes called the judicial mind,
although as chief Justice we have no doubt that
his decisions would be signalized not only by varied
and extensive learning, but would possess a far
calmer tone than atachea to many ol his publicefforts."
The Providence Journal (Republican) is satisfied

this time, and remarks"The nomination was
referred, as usual, to the Judiciary Committee of
the Senate, but no doubt Is expressed or his confirmation.The most disagreeable feature of this
change is the loss oi Mr. Cusuing's diplomatic servicesat Madrid."
The Hartlord Times (democratic) says "his appointmentwill be well received by the public. The

country will rest easier under such a Chief Justice
than It would with such a person as the uulucky
attorney from Oregon at the head 01 the Court."

It pleases the democratic Enquirer of Cincinnati,
which believes that "Mr. Cuablng is an able lawyer,
a proiouud jurist aud withal a statesman, lie
will shed lustre on the Supreme Bench."
The Hartlord Courant (Governor Hawley's paper)says:."The President has surprised the coun-

try, auu especially the United states Senate, by
sending in the name of Caleb Gushing for Chief
Justice. The press has hardly got done commendinghis appointment as Minister to Spalh. So lar
as the ability of Mr. Cushlng is concerned tho appointmentis of the highest merit. He knows law,
especially International law; he knows the world,
he Is familiar with affairs, with political history,
and he Is generally one ol the best informed men
lu the country, lie lias been for some years a sate
and shrewd adviser ol the government, aud be has
now a confidence which was not lelt in him some
years ago. He will be an able roan on the bench
and adorn It by his talents. We shall nope also tuat
he will make an excellent Chief Justice. Ten years
ago, however, it could not have entered Into the
dreams ot anybody in Massac tiuse its that he would
ever come to this great office."
Governor Dingley, of Maine. In Ills paper, the

Lcwlston Journal, believes that "the appointment
takes position alongside the St. Homingo recession,as a graceful acknowledgment of error on
the part ol the Presideut. The disapprobation of
the people lias been expressed in this case, as in
that, in no doubtful words. Suffice it to say that
it the estimate formed by the public of his intellectualcapability and moral stamina be not
wlioUy at lault he win be no unworthy successor
of Marshall and Taney on the Supreme Bench."
Ihe Cincinnati Gazette (republican) does not

condemn the selection, although it anpeara to
have been slightly disappoluted, While acquiescinglu the nomination, it does not like the idea
ol having him lu the office lor life.
Forney's Philadelphia Press is so pleased that

It indulges In a little pleasantry as lollows:."The
Capulet aud Montagu of the New York Tribune and
New York Times denounce It, and one of the ad-
ministration organs at Washington, the Chronicle,
grinds out a growl iu angry harmony, but the
veteran lawyer and soldier is not embarrassed,
unless by the embarrassment of riches. If he is
confirmed he can glide down his lew rematning
years in the eriuiue 01 John Jay and John Marshall;
aud 11 he is not, lie can sail on* to the land of the
Cld and repose aud study in the great galleries and
libraries 01 the Spanish capital. Happy General
Cushiug 1"
The Buffalo Courier (democratic) says:."The

appointment indeed Is positively a respectableone. Comparatively speaking, it is much more
than that. While William M. Kvarts would have
been more acceptable to the country, Mr. Cushlng18 vastly to be preferred to Kilwuriln Pierre.
pont, Koseoe Conkuug, Morton, or any of a dozen
prominent republican politicians from amongwhom there was danger the choice would be
made."
The Sew Baven lister (democratic) compll-mcnts Grant on doing mucn better than the publichad any right to expect and lavors the nomination.
The Xashvlile Ikinrnr (Independent) says:."Right at last. Caleb dishing wus nominated torthe Spanish mission not a great while ago, tncSenate promptly confirmed the nomination, andthe press ol the country was delighted over the admirableselection."
Senator Carpenter's organ (the Milwaukee Stmtlnet)believes that "the Appointment will be generallyregarded as an excellent one. It in not extravagantto say that Mr. Cashing has a moreprofound and comprehensive knowledge 01 lew

than any other man in this country, and to thistranscending qualification he adds a indiclal constitutionol mind, laborious habits and an unassailedreputation lor Integrity."
The St. Louis itppuDllcan (Independent), while

not fully satisfied, remarks that "the escape the
country has inane irom having Wilinuns will
enable It to accept Caleb Cashing without, regret.II not with thankful acknowledgments. We would
not have President Giant reduced to the necessityof making another choice, unless assured that he
would keep going from bad to good, instead of
from nad to worse. Resides Caleb Cashing is a
man of eminent intellectual abilities, of rare legal
and judicial acquirements, and, so tar as wc know,
or unquestioned personal integrity."
The St. Louis Times (democratic) says:."Thosewho will take but the trouble to inquire into the

antecedent history and the admitted successes ol
the man will have no hesitation in concluding that
this time the President's choice, not pei haps unaidedby the advice of others, lias lallcu upon one
who in all points of intellectual capacity is equal
to the foremost ot tnose who have hitherto distinguishedthe Supreme Judicial ermine."
The Cincinnati onmmtrotal (independent) remarks:."PresidentGrant ta autl capable 01 surprisingills friends as well as his toes. The nerainaIuoaof Caleb cuaUluc yeaterdM waaa wuauiflta

3

surprise to tne Senate ann to uusninir himself.
Curbing is not in character among ths loitiest mem
of tbe nation, Out lie is a consummate lawyer, and /

the Bar wiii uot be ash imed of htm. We presume
there la no doubt that he will be confirmed ! but if
the Senate procrastinates in his c..se th»re will be
a disturbance 01 tne public pence on his account."
The Newark Journal approves the selection and

exclaims enthusiastically"Rarely since his electionto tli© Presidency has Mr. Grant asrreeablf
surprised the people. Yesterday he did ao in nominatingCaleb Cushiug to tne Chtei Juaticesnip.
What a jumo he took I Prom Williams to Cushiug,
lroin a pigmy to a giant I"
The Springfield Republican (Sam Bowles* paper)

says:."it is the factotum alter all. Yesterday,
when the administration found itseli in want oi a
Minister at Madrid, it bade Mr. Caleb Cushing oack
his trunks and prepare to talk Spanish to the dona.
To-day, finding itself in unexpected want 01 a
Chief Justice, it bids Mr. Caleb Cushing unpack,
his trunks and be measured tor a silk gown.
Figaro ci, Figaro la.' Mr. Cuabing's intellectual
and professional fitness for the Supreme Bench,
will not be questioned in any quarter. As a lawyerhe is probably the peer of any man who haa
sat on that oenoh since John Marshall. In thu
respect the present nomination contrasts strikinglywith the very untortunate one which it replaces."
The Baltimore American (republican) says:.

"Mr. Caleb Cushlng's nomination as Cnlof Justice
of tbe .Supreme court will receive pretty much the
same sort of general approval as was given to hla
appoimment as Minister to Madrid. Oi his pientilulacquirements, as a lawyer, lor the discharge of
the duties of the position there can be no doubt;
and while his sirong personal peculiarities,
amounting almost to eccentricttv, are a matter of
notoriety, there has been, and we believe can he,
no question as to his entire probity of character."
The Boston Journal (republican) says:."HIS

abilities are eminently legal and judicial. We remembertne hearty admiration, not unmixed witb
surprise, with wuica some ol the ablest lawyers in
Massachusetts, comprising political enemies of
General Cushing, spoke of the rapidity and case
with which he mastered the duties of & Justice of
the Supreme Court oi this state. Wc have no
doubt that he will achieve the same triumph on
the Supreme Bench of the United States, even
thou^u he goes there at the ripe aire of 74."
While the lioston Globe (republican) Is not en>

tireljr satisiled. it says:."During the period of his
service we shall have no fear that the ermine will
drag in the mire of corruption or political Intrigue,
and when it is over we hope that a period shall
have arrived In our country's history when the
emiuent fitness of the candidate shall be the sole
consideration in malting selections lor the highest
posts of honor and of trust."

Unfavorable Comments*
The Chicago Tribune (Independent) is not satis*

fled. It says :."We fear that the President has
chosen an Indifferent Chief Justice and lost a first
class Minister to Spain. It is to be regretted that
the President lias not selected a Chief Justice
from those already on the Uencb, or from the
ranks of the many able Judges on the Circuit er
District Courts, or from among the eminent lawyersat the Bar whose attainments are not burdenedby the extreme age which Mr. cushing has
already reached. We suppose the nomination will
be confirmed, lest the next appointment be somethingworse."
The Chicago democratic organ, the Times, Is dissatisfied.It thus expresses itself:."It may well

be doubted whether a man who has spent tlia
greater part of a long life In manipulating Stat*
Legislatures and the National Congress In the interestsof his clients is fitted to assume the highest
judicial lunctlons m the nation. His aolllty acknowledged,there is little to be said In nis t&vor.
Nevertheless, it is a better nomination than could
be reasonably expected from tno present Chief Executive."
The Indianapolis Sentinel (Independent) Bays:.

"Mr. Cushing is a good lawyer, but, judging front
bis career, utterly wituont the judicial faculty.a
thing born to a judge.as the ear tor measure and
rytlirn is only possessed by tne poet."
The Cincinnati Times (republican) says:."Wo

desire it to be understood that we are emphatically
opposed to the conlirmation of a State rights democrat,of the bitter Yankee type, such as Caleb
Cushing Is known to be, as chief of the highest
Court, of last resort, lu this country, How he
would lean on all questions arising under the last
three constitutional amendments no one needs to
be told beforehand. In nominating Cushlng for
Chief Justice President Grant has made the greatest
mistake of his llle."
The St. Louis Globe (republican) mildly opposes

the selection.
The Louisville Commercial (Independent) thinks

Grant has made a mistake, and remarks"On the
whole, we would have preferred Mr. Williams. Mo
man can be found who can serve the country in
Spain so well as Mr. Pushing just at this time.
Other men can be found who will do better as
Chief Justice."
The New Haven Palladium (administration)

thinks "the principal objection is to his past politicalrecord, and here Mr. Sumner has displayed
greater magnanimity than some or his brother
Senators. The man who prevented the bust of
Tauey from being placed in the chamber where he
hid so long presided Is willing to rorget that Mr.
Cushlng once termed the Declaration of Independence.whichMr. Sumner considers a portion of the
constitution by whicb all other articles and laws
are to be interpreted.a glittering tissue of generalities."
The New Haven Press thinks that "General

ensuing was admirably fitted by habit of mind,
education and experience lor the position to
which he was first apDotuted and confirmed, and
It would have been better undoubtedly to have left
him to achieve success In the performance ol its
duties."
The Petersburg index (democratic) says:."Wedo not regard Mr. Cushlng as the right man, bv

any means, for the lifted and lustrous oitlce o'r
chief Justice of the Supreme Court or the United
States."
The Washington Chronicle don't like the nomination,and can't "see thai Mr. Cushlng has ever

done anything lor the republican party to especiallyplace it under obligations to scud him out of
the world in a blaze of official glory."
The Boston Advertiser (republican) is not pleased

wltb the nomination of Caleb Cushlng for Chief
Inati/li) t f\ nan ifa ntm lonnua >*t\ Kin nrnfnoanoa

to great lawyers, or whom "trie5 President has, unfortunately,llitle personal knowledge."
The Utica Observer (democratic) docs not like

the Cushing pill, and remarks"Knowledge
comes, but wisdom lingers.' But it can hardly
linger beyond a man's 75th year, if it is to reach
him at all. Caleb Cashing, the newly nomiuated
Chief Justice, must be endowed with wisdom now
if God designed him lor a wise man. His tacuitles
are ripened to the point of withering. His mind Is
fairly lumbered with learning. lie could irame his
lips with equal facility to pronounce tho Shibbolethof Gilead or the Shibboleth of the
Ephralmlte3. lie has worn the liveries of many
parties to serve himself in. His life Is a loug
drama, In which he has played "general utility" to
every passing star who has tilled the title rOle of
fame, if we could define greatness we might securea standard whereby we could measure Caleb
Cashing. But while Noah Webster In seeking the
mcauiug of the word wunders from "largeness of
bulk" to "affected state" we are free to coniess
our inability to tell what greatness is. If it is the
irult of study Cushing possesses It. If It is the
development of a pure and noble heart he never
caught so much as a glimpse of it, even in his
dreams. A shrivelled soul in an active body; that
Is a line portrait of the new Chief Justice."

The Latest Comments.
Among the comments of the iatest papers receivedby mall we may quote the Providence Journal(administration) as declaring that it presumes

the nomination win be confirmed; the Boston
Advertiser (republican, anti-administration) as
affirming that when vast claims are in abeyance
and interests of great magnitude biding their time
till some political revolution gives them a cnance
of recognition.it is Impossible to remember ail
this "when It is proposed to place the highestJudicial authority In the hands of one who, so far
as he had any part In the contests 01 that time, was
on the wrong side, and whose opinion of them
now Is the problem;" tho Baltimore American
(administration republican) as declaring that
Cushing would have managed the Credit Moblller
suits with great tact and ability (a significant hint
tnat they have not been so managed by AttorneyGeneral Wiliams), but doubts whether he is the
fight man for chief Justice; the averment of the
Springfield Republican (anti-adminlstratlon repuh1jlcauj that it would not he greatly alarmed by the
prospect of a democrat and "copperhead" on the
Uitnch fnp If iwLlu iinifh ii ilprniicrur in tha ProaL
(leaf's chair and a congress lull of reconstructed
rebels, we don't think the nation would be completelyupset by the appointnieut ol Mr. Cushiug
to the Supreme Bench."

BBOOKLYN BOND BOBBEBY.
Reported Theft of Bonds In the Comptroller'sOffice.
There was a minor current yesterday to tho

effect that It had been discovered that about
$l«,ooo worth of Brooklyn clly bonds were missing
from t lie office of the Comptroller. This report,
wnich spread rapidly, following so soon npon tho
arrest of Deputy Tax C ollector Captain Gill, (or
alleged embezzicmcn t, naturally caused considerableexcitement. It will be remembered that the
bond clerk ol the Comptroller's office, Mr. Undolphkessler, was arrested In November last, on a
charge of stealing two boulevard bonds 01 the denominationor $1,000each; that lie was examined,released In tho sum of i.".,ooo ball, indicted by the
Grand Jury and '-jumped" his bail, since that time
he has not. been heatd ol. The preseut excitement
was occasioned by the report thai the other day a
man, who said his name was Frank, and that ho
resided In Wytlm avenue, Williamsburg, called at
the Nassau Hank and presented a number of couponslor payment. The c.islnor of the bank discoveredtuat the coupons belonged to missing
bonds, and requested Mr. Frank to accompany
turn to the office 01 tuo Comptroller senroder. Tho
man did as ho was requested, and toe chief
financial officer ol city satd that he believed
the bonds In question had been stolen. He kept
the coupons and the man went about his business.
Mr. Schroder denies that there la any truth tu the
reported robbery, and declines to talk upon tho
aubject. Kessler Is said to be in Chicago, aud tho
dgVetiUvw ore sunpoecd lu be on hie tfeciu


