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THE MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Review of the Past Year's City Admin-
istration, Fiscal and Political

——

DEPARTMENTAL DUTIES,

———— e

Errors of Legislation as They
Affbct Local Interests.

WANTED—A  RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.

EXBECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
MAYOR'S OFFICE, Jan. 19, l.uhl

To tur HONORABLE THE COMMON COUNCIL:—
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1 L be rawsed 1o meet Wie carrent clauma ol the oity,
maturing ovonds,

to provide the means to pay the
ﬂ'ﬁ- Wiks ot
el ween 188 of Junuary this date and the 1st
of February, 1874, over $3,000,000 0/ bonds malure,
and the meaus will be provided to pay them,
CHAMBERLAIN AND COUNTY TREANURER
The very duties of tis ofiver have
been most m‘ﬂwﬂ&urm The Lanks
which have been made depositories of the moacys
Of the city and county have made 1o the Uomplroi-
ler, promptly and without eoercion, montnly re«
tarng of the intereat sccrued on the de
funds, and these have been passed o tise éredit of
the sinking fund. The amount of inter:st accrued
to Lhe ity on thear moneys rowm May 1 40 Decem-
ber 31 is BALATT 15. The Chamborisin, who is Te-
quired to give security in the sum of $2,600,000, is
allowed by law the sum ol $30,000 per sunum ior
expenses of conducting his ofMuve,
e late Chamberluin, Fraccis A. Palmer, has not
yet paid over to the city the juterest accrued on
depusita. He has not yet acoounted lof Lhe com-
missions on the amount paud over Lo the Siste
‘breasurer. It s believed that Lhe sdvantages ol
this ofMee prior to the accession of the present lo-
cumbent were, directly and indirectly, not less
than $:250,000 per spnam o its lortunale holder,
FOLIOE DEPARTMENT.
The cleaning of the strects has been placed

OmNrLEMEN—OR the commencement of another
vear of oMcial life ¥ congratulate your honorable
;‘mdy and the executive depaitments of the city
government on the auspicioys cloafjol the one tnat
s past, in tbe ireedom ol the city from the pesti-
jence by which some of our sister citiea have been
amieted, and in the good order and heslth which
bas very generally prevadlod.

H#v the charter It is made “‘the dury of the Mayor
to communicats to the Common Council at least
onee 4 year a general statement of the finapces,
government and improvements of the city,” and
w0 recommend all 5uch measures as be shall deem
expedient."

Since my last annual communication to your
honorable body the iaws relative to the govern-,
ment o1 the city have been modified In respect of
certain details o administration, and, doubtless,
in some minor matters, knproved. By tne pro-
vislena of what 18 called the new charter
the opportunity has been afforded to re-
construgt the personnel ol most of the
departments through the nominations by the
Mayor und confirmation by the Aldermen. The old
and viclous system of & plurality of heads of de-
partments is, however, £till retuined—a system as
obyjeotionable as that of independent isaions
and almost as irresponsible, The time that has
elapsed since the appuintment of the hesds of the
departments has been altogether too short to jus-
tify comment upon their acts. They have scarcely
as yet cleared away the rubbish left by their pred-
ecessors. In many of them economies and salu-
tary regulations have been introduced which have
resuited m, and will continue 1o yield, the frults of
substantial reform.

The Mayor goes on to say:—Indeed, the condl-
tion of oar fnancial affairs at the period they were
assumed by the present Yead of the Finance be-
partment was without parallel in the annals of
municipal history., It was at the commencement
of & transition period from an epoch character.
ized by socisl demoralization, disregard of the
abligations of public duty, ofcial neglect, Iraud and
c¢rime, towards an eras demanding a higher mo-
rality and purer and better standard ol public
administration,

During this period there has been required the
vigor neceasary to oppose the methods of malevo-
lent and corrupt oMeials of the past, and the for-
bearance and patience with the inexperience of

new lncumbents. The task of the restoration of
the eredit of the eiry and of protecting the treas-
ury has involved one continued, persistent and
unremitung contest with claimants of the most
desperste and corrupt character.

The Mayor shows by tables that there has been
an perease of $10,102,872 30 (n the city and county
debt from 1860 to 1674 in assessment bonds alone,
for which the city holds a direet llem upon the

property benehted by the improvements, and
that the total increase in the debt from the 16th
of Beptember, 1871, to January 1, 1874, was
$14.404,71271. The greater portion of the bonds
representing tnis increase was issued for purposes
belonging to a past era, and not belonging to the
year 1872 and 1873, Arfter crediting the sinking
fund the mnet increase of the debt (s only
$0,084,42% 6%, snowing that jrom money derived
from other sources the debt hus been kept down
to the extent of $5,410,254 02,
Un the 1st of January, 1874, the
smonnt of the sinking lund was.. ... $24,5832,617 50
'S

On 1Gth September, 1871, the sinkin
fund amounted 0. ... vereraien e 19422238 48

—Showing an increase of............... $5,410,254 02

[O1 this amount only the sum of

$#640,511 41 was derived from the
sale ol public properiy and the
payment ol mortgages, The bal-
unce, $,763,772 71, 15 at leasy in
some degxree due to Incressed
vigor in coliecting and husbanding
the city revenues. ]
The expenditures jor maintaining the
erpment of the city and conuty
the year 1871 were not less than, §36,202,580 41
The expenditures for 1372 dut pot

ex
The expendiiores for 1873 were about.
A [alr compuarison ol the expenses

wonld show that those ol 1576 are

leza than thuse of 1871 by wore than, 8,000,000 00

It may suit the purpose of those interested in
the restoration of a rigime of misgovernment to
charge upon the present admimstration the re-
sponsibliity for an increase of debt snd taxation
w bich is the direct consequence of the acta of their
pre decessors in office.  How entirely the present
sdministrution {8 free from any reproach in this
matter may be inferred from the lact that for 1872
and 1873, in &pite of the bad inheritance of previons
years. the current expenses of the governmenst
were met by an average rate of 2 70100 per cent
for ench year, while in 1871 the actual as distin-
guished 1rom the nominal rate, wasd aboot three
and one-null per cent,

If the estimates for 1574 seem Lo revedal & less
favorable slate of things the difference is only ap-
parent. The Board of Apportionment has jound it
necessary tu appropriate $39,218,9% 79 to meet the
expenses of government for the present year, Of
this amount $24,191,300 16 18 required to provide
for expenditures already fixed by law. It is 2lm-
ply over the balance o! §15,025.546 63 that the
Board could exercise any discretion whatever, and
the apportionment of thie sum had obviously to be
regulatea by the growing wants of the city, In pro-
viding for I8 increased area, by the lmperative
necessities of the current business and the deeayed
condition of many of its public bulldings and ‘the

t need ol repairing 18 thoroughleres,
%ll":‘uﬁmnw of expenditares of all accounts
1or 1874 18 but sligh excesa of the actual ex-
mmmu ol 187 A, I:Eé:mv:m b::umu that under

provisions or ¥y and county are re.
nired Lo ruise during the present jear the follow-
iu

. 31,500,000 00
SS000,000 00

amoants (n excess of those required for 187L
State tax Is ncarly $1.000,000 higher than in
1871. Three million doliars more are required to
pay m interest on the debt.  For the redemption
of bonds nearly $2,000,000 have to he pro-
vided, while none were paid in 1871 from taxation.

The Pourth avenue ilmprovements demand
$1,500,000 and the Police Department $1,000,000 for
street ol additions to the force, &, In cx-
cess of what to be supplied In 187L  Various
additions and im; ments to the clty property
which would,

r the old system, have been paid
for Ly the issne of bonds

this year be met out
of the procesds of taxation.

Under the apportionment of 1874 the rate of taxa-
tlon lfor the yeur will amount to 3 40-100 per cent on
$1,129,190,611, the assessed value of 1873, This is 8o
Righ & raie that 1t 18 imperatively necessary that
Do JUrther appropriations or ex tures shonld
be sanctioned by (he Legialature calculated to in-
crease the hurdens of the city., To prevent any
such 1133;1 1 mvite the co-operation of your

The proportion of the State tax reguired this
year from New York city and county smounts to
over twenty per cent of the entire tux levy of the
m{hm county, and maimtalns ite usual
with that collected from the rest of the State.

i} nmmﬁ injustice to this community that it
shoukd be called upon to pay nearly one-hall of the
entire expenses of the STate government,

We are this {::l‘ required by law 1o provide
$3,684,387 77, by Issue of the bends of the city,
&8 our portion of an unexplained absence of gver

000, in certain minking funds of the State,
w by the copstitution and 1aws are made inyvi-
Thia infliction will, of course, increase Ui

debt of the city to that extent.

Clalms ol the present year Anst the Treasury

andited and paid at the Finance Department
great prompiness, gnd, so (ar a8 that depart-
ment I8 concerned at least, no just cause of com-
Nt exInts With respect to any class of puyiients,
‘pverage time within which bills for suppiies,
&e,, were examined and pald during the
1he receipt of the claim In the Depart.
Waa two davs, The average time
whiot pay rolls of laborers of the t year
pald was less than three days from the
.E recelpt at the Fluunce Department.
FEAT $4460.016 80 Lwve Lean dishursed

%’ﬁa‘

i

undier the management of this depurtment, and it
Is very certain that there has been a grest im-
provement tn the periormance of this serviee dur-
ing the pact year. Itis to be hoped that the ex-
will be redoced s the bustness becomos
| better orgunized.

Thia department, since (L4 organization under
the new charter, has exhibited a ree ol vigor
and ntelligent zeal in the discharge ol the 1mpor-
tant duties the law devolves upon its heads which
promise to give us & greater measure ol security
to life and property abnd malntepance ol pubiic

order thuh we have known in recent years,

LAW DEPARTMANT,

Upon the Law Department has been imposed an
unusoel AMount ok eas oconsioned Ly the de-
lence of numeroas old claims agaiust the city.

It seema to we it would be well to give to the
Mavor ihe power to employ specisl counsel
wn{:n.l::: hia opinion, the interesis of the city re-
quire

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The Fire Department proposes, among its ex-
pendilures for the year 1874, sthe constructlon of a
fire bout, to ply on the waters ol the harbor, pro-
perly equipped.

The depurtment also contemplates the erection
of nerinl ladders, a lute invention, to ald in Lhe
%pceds removal of persoas from Lloity buldings on

re.

DEPARTMENT OF CHARITIES AND OORRECTION.
Great economy and-edlclency bave been intro-
duced in the Deparument of Public Charities and
Correction. Expenses have been reduced, siue-
cures displaced nod waste(ulness checked.

DEPARTMENT OF DUILDINGS.

The Department of Buydi under its present
head 1is, by (t8 exertions to deserve it, regalning
the long lost confldence of the public.

1 thiuk it would be eminently apprupriate to con
stitute within this aeparument a8 bureau for the
care and repair of the pubilc butldings o the city
and county, and to transier to it all the powers of
this eparacter (rom the Board of Supervisors and
from the Commissioner of Public Works: and to
this burean should be committed the procuring of
suppliea [or the courts and the oflices of she gov-
ernment not charged with executive duty,

DEPARTMENT O¥ HEALTH,

The Department of Health, under ita new head, Is

doing all that can be expected,
DEPARTMENT OF DOOES,

The work of the Department of Docks has beon
maiuly itmited to the reconstruction sud repaic of
certain plers.  Amopiticas pruects which would
nave swamped the city have been abandoned.

DEPARTMENT OF PUNLIC WORKS,

Under the charter of 1570 the Department of
Public Works was mvestod with comprehensive
powers apd duties, simply to Keep its then head
equal tn the patronage o place and mouey wilh s

sequence wad corruptiou, intngue and utter rot-
tenness. (lpims are now constantly pouring into
the treasury lor payment, with the oimcial approval
o1 18 late head, that bear the anmistaisble indica-
tiona ol fraud and gruss corruplion.

Since the present Comptrolier took office he has
ralsed on bonds and advan-ed to this department,
for the ourrrl%on of ¢ertaln public works, the
sum of §11.257, 80

The laws concerning thia department have be-
come greatly con'used, and, as I am advised by
4 the Corporation Counsel, the most serious ques-
tions are lkely to arsge, whether certamn vast
powers can oe eXecited by this department or by
| the Department of Publ.c Parks.

This cenaition of the laws arises principally out
of the legislation of the last two years, by which
it was sought to add to the already too extensive
powers of the Deparimént of Public Works cer-
tain powers previvusly executed by the Depart-
ment ol Parks,

Some law should be passed by the Legislature
reduoinlf the powers of this departiuent to their
proper limits, to more clearly define these powers,
and also to prevent the coniusion and loss which
may artse (o case ol conflicta of jurisdiction be-
tween independent executive departments,

The present reservoirs seem to be adequate for
the suppiy of our ¢lty with Croton water for some
time 10 come, and there 18, therelore, no immeds-
ate neccesity for any large expenditure of public
money in this direcrion.

But the consumption of Croton water hag in-
creasad at & greater rate than the popalation,
having reached 104,000,000 galluns per day, or mors
than 100 galious dally to each inpabitant, At no
distant day it will have ootgrown the capacity of
the present agqueduct, the maximom of which ls a
delivery of 115,000,000 gallons per day. The con
struction of an additional aqueduct, at a period by
no means remote, will thus become an absolute
necessity.

The construction of bonlevards, drnives, &e,, in-
volves enormous expenditures. Thau alone ex-
tending from Fifty-niutn street npward, which s
not one-halfl completad, has aiready cost the city
$6,027,802 It was planned und partially construct-
ed by the Department of 'arks, but by an interpo-
lated section 1o the jaw of 1872 it was tranaferred
to the Deparument of Pablic Works.

DEPARTMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESEMENTS.

The Department of Taxes and Assesaments is en-
guged in making its valuations for the coming
yeurs it is ceriain that we shail see an end ol the
lavoritiEm what has existed in valuations and in
Lne sysiem of purchasing exemption irom taxation
of wiilch we have herctofore heard S0 many coim-
plains.

In regard to real edtate the provisions of law
are comparatively definite, and iu this county the
URSESSETILS MOTe nedrly meet the requireimnents
of the law than in any other connty of the State.
A techinleal compllancé with the law eoncerning
Teal estnte in this county alone wouid infict upon
our cislzens such 4 share of the burden of the State
a8 wouid be unendurable, with a very siight
chance of alleviation by the actlon of the State
Board of Equahzation, Tue disparity in assess-
ments upon personsl property in this county,
a8 compared with others, i8 even more flagrant.
In eight years the assessments upon the personal
property in thia pounty  nhave increased
about thirty-seven per cent, wille in all the
rest of the Biate the assessments npon such prop-
erty have decreased about seventeen per cens
auring the same period. The tume—practically
about eignteen months—which elapses between
the period of asseasment and enlorced cellection
of taxes upon personal property in this county is
the cause ol heavy lussed. A revision ol the tax
laws and the adoption ol an equitable code by the
Legislature would bring fo this county essentlal
relief, and be, st best, but & tardy measure of

Justce.
BOARD OF EDUCATION.

More than 200,000 chldren attend the schools In
the course of the year. The amount ol money
called lor to sustain our schools for 1874 IS very
large.

Ifmu be very well questioned whether there
fare not alresdy too many of the ornamenptal
pranches taught in the schools, The children nre
arged and confused by the diversity of their
atudies. I am satistied that the cost of supplies 1n
form of school books, &e., ought to be redoced.
There {3 no room for donbt tbat the preceding
Board left the school bulldings in s very duapl-
dated condition, and it will require a considerabie
sum of money to bring them up toa falr state of
reparation, This has been provided by the Board
of Apportionment.,

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS,

1 am clearly of opinion that Lhe |mprovements
coutemplated in other parks of the city shonld be
npon a very much less expensive scale than Lhose
of the Ge&'trl:t ?ﬁl;k':nrfmlerh this aepnr&mem it 13

roposed y purchaae i parade oun
l:m;r the northerly end of the Island. Thwarhnuld
lhe digcontinued. From inguirtes I have made 1

am satisfled that,the location of this ground is not
at all adapted (or the purpose, and that the owners
ol surrounding property would regard it as nighiy
objeciionable, and, in she judgment of some &t least
ol these owners, it would he considered a hulsance,
This 18 no time (or milllons of expenditura or not
strictly indispensable purposes when convenient
E:m inexpeusive sites can Le had 1D the annexed
trict.

It cannot be stated with too much emphasis that
we shall run the risk of ssacriicing the valoabie
resulis of the 'pnnt.. and shall certainly endanger
the prospect of lurther Improvement, Il the charter
In Ial.m to become the sport of faction and the
f‘s‘: e ground ol greedy schemers in the Legis-

ure.

Although the charter in some respecta seams to
expand legisintive functions of the Common
Council I do not discover that these have any
actnnl existence save on paper.

The extensive powers which the Ilaw seems to
confer on the representatives of the peopls are
practie; peutralized by the independent func-
tions exercised by the departments. The
legislative body s swallowed up sund 18 largely
vontrolled by the executlve deparimenis, Most
of the important municipal public enter-
prises are placed M&nnd your control, and are
passed Ly the State Leglsiature without your con-
currence, Your legisiative powers ought to be co-
extenslye with the wants and necessities of our
| prople, and should control every item of public
expenditure, | find now, 88 nnmistakably as I dia
i yeur ago, that the executive departmenta have
1o proper conneoction with esch ofher, are not
inter-depemdent nor snb, to the legislative
branch of the government. Their/action is marked
8 little by nnrmonjous eg-operation as it is regu-
lated by # proper sense of responsibility. There [s
no sufficient definition of their powers anod daties,
Each I8 independent and each jealoun of the other.

1 would suggest and ssk your co-gperation to se-

nis own compensation and to provide for ail the |

then existing rivals and co-conspiraters. The con- |

& obange in the orgaaic '&w, 8o that the Mayor
invested wWith the pOWer L0 re/move, (OF cauves
satislnctory Lo Diwseli, the ™8 whom he has
power to nomipate, and that each depariment
have but one hemd, Lo e nomiusted by the Muyor
and coafirmed by the Board of
There were scveral measures sl the
ement the char-

last lature nec 10 K| .
tor a moummmmmwu
¢

n;:&uu;& 1d again be urged upon the at
ese shou w n atte
of Legisla v

the ture. Chief smong them id the biil
for the of tae city and county gov-
mmm.‘m carliest gotnu of arovived sentl-
mens reform were direcled against the

ose
1088 to tho treasury and the uent inorease
oI burdeéns 1o the geueral taxpayer whioh resulted
from the practice of

grounds which the law holds to copstitute tech-
Dicai ll'feklllaﬂtg. These protesis have been fre-
quently repeated by the Comptroler and by uﬁull.
someLimes 1o your hooorable body and sometimea
to the Legisiature, bus without result, Corrective
lemsladon, devised to ncet this evil
countered at Albany the organized o ition of &
knot of lswyers, whoke chial business it s to ferret
out Naws in luylng sksessments or awarding con-
tracts for o improvemenis, and wl w8 income
is chieny derived from the spoils gathe. ed in these
piratical ralds upon the treasury. Operstions of
this chinracter have attatned such magnitude that
they now cost the city about §1,000,000 annum.

There have been, undoubtedly, m cRses in
which assessments have been Inid, in despite of
remoustrances, for wooden and other worthiess
pavements, where the iraadulent character of thoe
ordinances on which they were based or the noto-
rious jobbery which characierized the awarding of
the contrucis justifled all legal means ol reslist-
ance to their imposition, But the msjority of
cases belong to an entirely diferent catezory.
The practice of obtaining orders from the courta
to vicate ussessmonts 4 rapidly on the increase.
It is evident that the whole aystem of making ud-
vances to property owners jor the purpose of
carrying out street improvementla needs revis.on
and reform. Twenty-tive years ago, 08 Mayor of
Lue ciry, 1 vetood the resolutions of the Comm n
Counetl o1 that period which formed the entering
wadge of the subsequent groas abuses of the assess-
ment systeimn.

On December 51, 1873, the ontstanding lssue of
bonds puyadle Irom AssessSments amounted to
$21,027,372 30,
ass asmenta due, bul not collected, was mors than
$0.000,000, These Hgures show the urgent neces-
alty of measures to enable the clty to omptly
meel the large item of its 1emporary debt as it
falls due, 1 would suggeat that, in order to reduce
the enormous amount of nnpaid sssessments now
outstanding, the Compuroller be authorized, in re-
gard to ull assessments levied prior to Janoary 1,
1573, to take prompt and efdictent measares for
their coligction, leaving to him some diseretion as
to those that were itmposed ior worthless pave-
ments. To correct the pass abuose of the system ol
vucating assessmen's and to indemnify the city
for some of the loss thus anjustly Incnrred a re-
aspessment should be had by legisistive aci in
cases where assessments have been vacated on
any other ground save that of iraud in the execo-
?iun do: the work for which the assessment was
evied,

fn thia portion of his message the Mavor apeaks
{n verv girong terms acainst the swindhng of the
old time, throngh which old clalms whieh showid
mvc been satigfied In 1871 are being paid out of

@ current revenues of the vity.

The Board of Excise has collected from licenses
from the 1st day of May (o the 318t ol Jecemier,
187:, the sum of $601,440 66. The amount received
by the old Board for the whole year endiug April
B0, 1572, was §3457,062 28, and for the year ending
April 50, 1573, when the presént Board took offce,
$408,841 66, showing & much larger Income in
eight months under the present administration
than in any one year under the old Board.

The net revenue collected by the Department ol
Puolic Works from croton water rents shows an
increase over that of 15871 of $285,580 75, and irom
vault permits of $24,580 75, while the cost of collec-
tion of hoth these revennes was reduced from
$1494. 108 45 1n 1871 to $568,574 Lo 1873,

The amount collected by the Bureau of Permits
in the Mayur's ofiice for the yenrs 1870, 1871 and
1872, was $111,577, at an expense of §55,116 08, or
& el income of $25,480 97. The amount collectea
In 1878 from the same source Was $54,779, At an
expense of $5,650 44, or a net income of $47,219 58;
showing tbat in one year (1873} the city derived a
net revenue from this source greater by $§20,000
than it did in the thrge yoars previous.

The reeceipis for licensea during the past year
amounted to $62,510 50, agninat £54,5619 60 in 1872
and $52,937 75 In 1871, or an Increase of $9,581 75
over 1871 and $7,035 50 over 1872

The receipta irom dock and slip remts for 1871
were $402,119 03; for 1872, $423,645 23, and for 1873,
$463,217 78, or an Increase of $66,008 13 in 1873
over 1871,

From market rents and fees there was recelved
In 1871 the smn of $351,185 33, and 1n 1873 the sum
of $343,84¢ 37, showmng & decrease of $7,824 47,
which 1= due to the removal ol the stands about
Wasuingion apa other markets, The cost ol col-
lecung this revenue wads §21,680 51 in 1871, and
ﬁli:gjs}n 1873, or o saving Anring the past year of

Under the recently appolnted Police Justices the
s recelved rom flpes and paid into the treas-
ury for the months of November and December,
1874, was 85,080, an average of about 36,000 per
year. It ia dimicolt to ascertain the exact amonnts
collected and paid over to the city suthorities by
the preeeding justices, but It 1s estimated that in
no one year has it reached $4,000.

1 would recommend that the city markets, which
¥ield 8 fair return over and above the cost ol their
malintenance, should be put ln proper repalr, and
that those which do not yield such a return should
be (mmediately sold. Washington Market ought to
be reconstructed and rebulit,

The corporarion owns & number of valuable ferry
franchises which are practicully unproductive. This
soores of revenue has aiready formed the subject
of careml inquiry, with & view of rendering it prout-
able to the treasury.

The County Court House ought no longer to re-
main in it present condition; trustworthy esti-
mates should be prepared of the cost ol flnishing
it, and any appropriations made for that purpose
ehould strietly conform thereto, so that the work
may be immediately and tinally executen.

On the 16th of May, 1873, ] nominated to the Board
of Aldermen, asd required by law, the following
commissioners to complete the building, to wit:
Messrs., Wyllis Blackstone, John P. Cumming,
Thomuas B, Tappan and Smith E. Shaw. These
nominations have been suftered to remain unacted
on lor more than seven monthsa,

The arsenal in Elm street, which is now nseleas,
ought to be put in order lor State purposes,

It 18 doubtful whether the new City Prison
whosa erection was provided for by the |ast Legis-
lature, should be proceeded with at the present
time. It scems to me that the present prison
can, with slight alteration, be mude equal to the
wauis of the city tor several years to come.

Tne pavements of the stree's ln certain portions
of the city are in & wretched condition, and 11 I8,
a8 4 measure of comfort acd economy, important
that they ghould be put in repair a8 rapidly as p &
sible, anil op some plan and by some agency con-
sistent with economy and efficiency,

Enormous amounts 48 rents of armories are still
required to be patd. Leases made for long puriucmE
put imvolving mMost cnormous rents, '8l exist,
am of opinion that legal steps should be taken to test
the validity of theae leases and to 2et them asude,

1 should recommend the repeal of laws under
which any department 18 authorized to call ior un-
lmited smounts of money. No undertuking of a
E;lrue character or fora private Inierest should

alded in any way out_of the putw
lic treasury of the city. That part ot
the bill, passed at the last session  of

the Leglslature, relating to the so-called Indunstrial

Exhibinon, whicl com Eelu the ¢ity 10 make the

loun contemplatea by the act, or any other loan,

should be repesled. By the first of these statules

the city 18 virtuaily required to make a present of
2,500,000 to one or more adventurers,

‘or the Brooklyn bridge | have recelved an es-
timate of the amount reéguired 1o complete the un-
dertaking, which shows that $10,000,000 more than
has been provided will be reguired 1o finish the
bridge. The circumstances under which this un-
dertaking originated, and the discloanres which
have been [rom time to time made during its prog-
ress, have not been such &8 to secure for it the
conﬂdsuca of the public.

The city 15 already a stockholder in this enter-
rise to the amount of $1,500,000, and I do not think
ts proapects are suficiently fOattering to justily
mlly further Investment.

he question as to the power of the Leglsiature
to take from the pockets of the citizens of New
York $1,500,000 annually, to hand over to a rall-
road corporstion, to be used lor personal profit, ua
they have done by the aid which the city 1s com-

tied to give to the New York Central and Har-
em Hailroad companies In sinking the track and
ahating & public oulaance, and the Increased vajue
of their property ought, 1 think, to be tested.

I am informed that schemes are now ln progroes
by the gambling political coteries and their ailia-
tions to agaln 1oist upon this city the Metropoiltan

| Police system, with themselves or next friends as

Commissioners, and to infloence the Legisiature to
g0 reorgan'ze the Dock Department in the same
interests as ro make this great t:it?’. It8 social (e,
113 eommeree and,its industry feeders for their
greed, avarice and Just of power, And from the
\nsane mutterings and harmiess howis of their
mendacions mouthplece and other frauds, [ think
the tnformation 18 reliaple. Ideem It my duty 1o
take ail m’ager and necessAry messures (n con-
nection with yourselves to counteract these
schemed and eXpose thelr objecta
e progress of the city of Montreal in the export
trade of grain has heen, sinoe 1856, upward o 263
per cent, New York, dnrlnE the same period, has
increased but 67 per cent. When the Welland
Canal shall be completed, an eveut expected to
come to puss (i 1875, ships of 1,000 tons burden will
a8 directly from the lakes to the Golf of Bt
wrence, and (t will only be possible for New York
to make beadway against this rivalry by an imteill-
gent and legislative mastery and contral or the
tranaportation problem and such an economy in
the administration of munteipal and State govern-
ment that the ratio of taxation will lnvite to, In.
atewd of, a8 now, repel capital from our city and

State,

Althongh you have bat lttle power to change
these currents, yet a knowledge of the ansicipated
evil may enible you to avert some of (18 conses

uences, and to the extent of some ol that power
?lnmke your aid in improving our terminal el
ties, aud rejusing to ansiat fo the Increase of radl-
way monopoly, and ask tyou o give yuur moral
eountenance and support to any practicahle scheme
which will render the cost of transportation of
onr anrplulﬂprndum from our Great
York, and of our manuiactares and those of En-
rope, lor which we are the carriers, to the vast area
Shen bithorto. CrIDALBEy @ 'the  Wealth 'wno Kreat
betn T RO greag-
noss of our cikrs Ww. R mvun’ix.

o8t to New

At the same time the amoant of |

MUNICIPAL AFFAIES.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

In order Lo recelve the Mayor's snnusl Message
an adjourned meeling of the Board took plsce yes-
terday afternoon, the President, Mr. 5. H. B.
Vaoce, in the chalr. 1he minutes of the previous
meeting were read and approved, after which the

Mayor's lun.Eo was recelved and partially read
:rgoenn the further ra:&m:ﬂ ';:l l;1111 nsed "’lh u:l
coples thereol order
"The Mayor nominated Thomus 1. Sullivan a city
marshal In tne place of Mr. Toplanyl, removed.
The nomination was laid over and ordered printed.
ullu motlon the Board sdjourned untill pexs
onday.

BOARD OF ASSISTANT ALDERMEN.

A Memorisl to Chenge the Building
Laws To Be Sent to the Leoglslatare.
Pursuant to adjournment the Board met yester-

day afternoon ak two o'clock.

Mr. Betts, the Deputy Clerk, called the Hoard to
order, whercapon Assistant Alderman SHUDOUSOT

nominated Assistant Alderman O, M. Olaucy l’ur‘

temporary presiding ofeer.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read
and approved,

Thte “agreement to disagree” between the po-
litteal laerions of the Board is still in voguoe.
Mesars, Wade and Strack, the republican and
democratic Presidcnts, were absent, a4 at the
previons session,

Alderman Henaley offered a resointion reappoint-
ing Willlam H. Moloney and the other oulclals
appointed at & meeting on January &
Algerman  Simonson moved to  snbetl-

tute the npame of Constantine Douohue.
Considerable fillbustering was induiged
in on this occasion. The repnblican members
wanied the resolution to be introduced as origi-
nal motter, and not as endorsing the sesslou of
January 5, which I8 held by thom to have been ir-
reguliar.

Alderman Simonson offered an amendment, that
W. H. Moloney and the others be appoinied na
Cierk, &e,, which was lost, and the original motion
wiis adopted on & division—I11 to 6,

A resolution caling upon the Mayor and Folice
Cominissioners to bave the ordnance relative 1o
the sorinkilng of salt on ralroad tracks by the
ratiroad companies, passed Pebruary 23, 1880,
strictly enforced, was relerred to the Commitleg
on Ratlroads,

Asslstant Alderman Thornell offered the follow-
ing prenmble and resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted :—

Whereas to view of the destroction to whish life and
prnkerly are subject in tha olty of New York by reason
b the improper aud crimimnal construction ol heating ap-
mratus in bulldings, and of the buildings theinselves,
I nuthorities ot ﬁn: mtute of New York and of this vit
sl county wre in duty boond to make and enforce soc.
Iaws s will tend to précerve ille trom sudden calamity,
and property trom aestriction by fire therafore, be it

Hesolved, Tnat the Counsel to the Corporation be re-
guested to prepare & memorial to the Legisiature of the
state of dew York, praying that the Bollding law appll-
eable to this city be §o i nided as w provide 1or 4 mors
-lu-rroalat construetion of puidings nnd besting apparsius

lmu?;-od, That His Honor the Mayor be reguested to
forward such memorinl 1o the Senate and Assembly on
behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commopalty of the
clty of New Yor

A document from the Board of Aldermen, pro-
viding that the Clerk of the Common Conneil be
directed to send 1o edach member of Assembly &
copy of a resointion from the Common Counctl, re-
questing the repeal of chapter 575, Laws of 1373,
which providea lor the érection of & Dnew city
prison, Was concarred in,

The f‘.‘ayor'n annual Message (published in an-
other purt of the HERALD) Waa received, and after
the reading of a few lines a motion was made to
gaspend the furtuer reading, which was negatived
by a vole of 10 to 8. A [¢w minutes later gnovher
motion to suspena reading the Message was again
deleated by a vote of 9 to 8, When the Clerk com-
menced to read the Comptroiler's figures the
members wearled of the dryness of the Mayor's
Measape, and resolved by 18 to 4 not to hoar any
more ol it, A resolutaon to print 500 coples was
adopted—14 to 4

A number of general orders were disposed of,
and ot half-past three o’clock the Board adjourned.

BOARD OF SUPERVISOBS,

The regular sesslon of this Board convened on
the adjournment of the Board of Aldermen, Super-
visor Vance in the chair. The minutes of the pre-
vious sesston were read and adopted, after witch
Mayor Havemeyer “pnt in" an appearance and
vccupled & seat alongside of Mr. Vance for a few
minutes.

A number of newspaper bills for advertising
election notices were preseuted and referred.

The Evening Post was recommended by tie Com,_
mittee on Printing as the printing office in which
to print the oflicial proceedings, provided the
exiating arrougements are satisfacrory to  the
proprietors thereol. In an adverse case, then the
committee 18 to advertise lor bids, and award the
printing to the lowest bidder, Tue report of the
commitree wWas approved,

A bill for %354, lrom U, A. Stetson’s Sons, for pro-
viding reireshments to the jurors in the [swmous
genet trial, was ordered pad,

Supervisor Ottendorier proposed that m
future arrapgements be made whereby jurors may
be well provided for at o less expense than §6 per
diem, and promiged that the Committes on Crim-
ingl Conrts would see to carrying into effect this
much desired relorm. Heretolore the fudges of
the Supreme Court order the jurors and the deputy
gheriff having them in charge to the Astor House,
and the Supervisors have no option but to pay the
bill

A number of bills for rent of armories, salaries of
armorers and payment of Work done were pagsed

upon.

pgupervisor Monheimer moved that the Board
meet a4s county canvassers on the 21st (nsi, to
canvass the votes of the Twenty-first district,

‘‘he Board then adjourned.

CITY AND COUNTY TREABURY.

Comptroller Green reports the following disburae-
ments and receipts of the treasury yeaterday :—
Iristrureenents,

Claima pald—No, of warrants 72 amounting . ... $655.081
Pay rolls—No. 0l WarTants. .. 16 awouniing...... 30,47

FORRIS. o oorssrsnsnseninanis Voo e v « §638,009

Receipts.

From taxes of 1877 and nterest . ....c.oovnivnnne . §16,542
From arrears of taxes, assessments sod interest.. K664
From collection of assessments and ioterest...... 793
From market rents and fees esinwuns 1287
From waler rents.. . ... ....o00 707
From licenses—Mayor's offic . 40

From sales of City kecord (one wee
From fees and fines District Courts. ..

b -1 R e S I U R e N
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI0 WORKS
Commissioner Van Nort makes the following
statement of public moneys received by the De-
partment of Publlc Works during the week ending

Saturday last:—

For Croton water rent and penalties ... ...
For tApping Croton pls. . ....ooeeee .

For sewuor permita, e AL A
For sewer pipe sold 1o contractors. .

THE SUNDAY LAW.

German Amusement Managers in Coun-
cil.

At the Germania Aspembly Rooms last evening a
meeting of the proprietors of the larger German
lager beer establishments was held for the purpose
of taking into consideration the recent special
order of the police authorities in regard to Sunday
entertainments, snch as balls apd theatricals,
which Ioteriéres with the wusual course
and practice of  these estavlishments.
Willlam Winckel, the manager of the Turn Hall,
wus called upon to preside, and sddresses were
delivered by Mesara. Major Saver, Paul Fulk and
others, severely criticising the action of the Police
Commissioners in that direction, and characteriz.
Ing the same as nuogatory. It was, however, ob-
served that these spasmodic efforts to enforce an
antiquated law is not, In ils origin, due Lo the po-
lice suthorities, but to a pressure Drought to
bear on the same by pharisaical and fanatical re-
ligionists and organizations, On mouon of Major
Sauer 8 commitiee of five was appoloted to wailt
upon the Police Commis#ioners in the course of
tiie present week to see what can be done o e¢ffect
# modifieation ol the rigorons measures adopted

by them. The tiee was P 1 of Major
Sauer, of the Germanin Assembly Rooms;
Willlam Krpmer, of the Atlantic Garden;
Joseph of Hartmuop's Hotel;

Hartmaon,
Gieorge Eckels, of the Beethoven Maennerchor
Hall; Adam Geib, of the Walballa Hall, Un motion
n resolution was xuued to engage counsel in case
litigations should result from the aotivn ol the
punlf:e suthorities. After the conlerence of the
above nameuw committee with the Police Com-
missloners another meeting will bo held to effect a
permanent organization and to take such action
a8, under the circumstances, may be deemed
ry.

THE NAVAL STORE TRADE

An adjourned meeting of the Naval Store Trade
was held yesterday alternoon in the Manager's
room of the Produce Exchange, to continue the
consideration of the rules which at present govera
that branch of commerce, Mr, Zophar Mills pre-
fided, aod the reading of the minutes of the pre-
vious meeling having been dispensed with the

uestion a8 1o the shipmeut of apirits of turpen-

ne was at conslderable longth, Beveral
rulea were amended so as to meet the reguire.
mentsa of the trade, but ad several Important mat-
connected with the proposed changes were

| left open for discussion the meeting adjourned

£
until to-day at two o'olock, when the rules will be
walldl‘( af isggth,

AQUATIC.

The Comrse for Next Yesr's CGolleginte
Haoce—Sarategas Lake Hecommondod—
Moeting of the Dolegutes at Hartford
To=-Morrow.

To vam EpIToR oF THE HERALD:—

It is always diMcult to obtain & true and un-
biassed judgment concerning afairs of *“honor or
emolument” for the possession ol which commu-
nities are atriving, The party Interested 18 natu-
rally prejudiced in his own favor and the accounts
furnished by competisoras are usually of a strik-

Ingly contradictory nature. In such cuses we must 4

divest ourseives of all partiality and render s ver-
dict socording to the best of our ability.
1 would like to state here that whatever I8 men-
tloned in this leiter is authentic, and procecds
Irom one entirely impartial. 1 am a college stu-
dent, and earnestly bope thas she College Regatta
Ol 1874 will be rowed over the best courae that can
be oftered. With the view of obtalning accurate
information regarding the diferent localitios which
have buen named s competitors as the course to
be roweil upon pext July, I visited a number of
adjacent towns, und, alter a fair and inacpenden b
investigation, 1 prouounce most emphatically for
Saraloga.

A shree-mile straight away course has been lala
out by sarvey, with & wiath of almost two miles at
the start sod 1,300 feet at the finlsh. High blofs
encompass the juke on ull sldes exoept the south—
the waier I8 generully very smootb, owing to thia
peculinr natural pdvantage, and noblin g except o
south wind can ruffle the sorface. There are no
bars or shoals mlung the coyrse; and irom the
grand ampbitheatre of biug at the finish the whole
course can be seen with eanse. 'To quote irom (he
HERALD, September 19, last:—“Tnis 18 the scene of
the grand stand.. Situated as it i on o steep hill-
side, every loot ol the course is readily seen with a
good s’ And the view Is not restricted to
this place—lor milea \hese dlufMs extend, overiook-
ing the luke sod commanding the entire course.,

Saratoga i8 interested in this movementi. She
has been treated somewhat unjustly of late, and
the whole population s desirons of retrieving her
falr 1ame. The Saratoga Rowing Assoclation,
which, 1 am happy to siate, includes smong it8
members all the best and most ipfAoentisl ol the
townspeople, having recognized the importance ol
prompt sction, has offered most generous inange-
ments to our colloges to celebrate “Regatta week"
in Saratoga, This organization promises to conler
on the winneri ol the rmco siver plate to the
amount of §1,000, 1o be purchased by a joint com-

miktee o! the Assoclation and colleges. All the
c¢rewsd, thelr boms, &e., wil transported
gratia to and lrom the lake at their

pleasure during Regatts weexk and the period of
training. Floats and boat houses will be furnished
for ali the colleges at eXxpense of sald association.
An arrapgement will be made with all the hack-
men and liverymen In town fixing o regular tarig
(at the ordinary prices) for race week. Tliese men
obtain their licenses in June, and unless they ()]
to the contract sald licenses will not be granted, [
mysell saw & legal contrace between the associn-
tion and the laod-owners about the lake pinding
the latter to entrust their lands for the Hegatta
week Lo the Saratogs Association, and no ree will
be charged an f person desiring to oceapy them for
tne purpose of seclog the ruces. The larmers are
bound to board the crews st a price not Lo exceed
ten dollars & week per capitay and the crews will
be allowed to select such bl of fare as they deem

nw

Free tvickets from Troy to Saratoga and return
will be iurnished to ail the competitors in the
races. A committee 01the Sarutoga Rowing Asso-
ciation will be, at all times, at the lake to attend
to the wants of the college oarsmen. To In=ure
crder a large posse of police will be on hand; and
gambling, poul-selling, &c., will be strictly prohib-
ited. Otlber arrangements are being completed,
and Iam assured thag, if Saratoga be selccted,
we shall have, beyond & doubt, the most exciting
and successiul, but yet o'ﬂlel“g. regatta that Amer-
ica has ever witnessed. passant, the Fair
Grounds, situated one and one-guarter miles from
town, will be engaged; there 18 ample room for
ball matehes, runting races, &c., and, 1o close the
festivitice of the carnivel, a grand ball wiil be given
:lo the colleges under the auspices of the assocla-

on.

And now, to silence any objections, one word
more. ‘Troy has bDeen pamed as o candidave
againgt Saratoga. In the first place Troy Las no
socomodations for the tbousands who will ve
present ot the nexti College Reguita. There are
three hotels in the town, and a3 these are full the
whole time they could not accommodate any
large increase in toe nomber of visitors. 1had a
long conversation witn several rowing men in
Troy; they could give me no encouragement, and
when 1 mentioned the offers of Sarntoga ey
8liook their heads dubiously and sald that Troy
wuuld not, could not ve 2o generoud. The average

width of the river at ‘itoy 18 850 feet, aud
there will probably be at the |east H{teen
crews to enter. Over the course ot one

point 18 o bridge or pler, which would ne-
cessignte some delicate steering for the crows to
pusa thiough the arches with safety. Moreover,
the course at Troy, 88 ut New London, 18 navigable
watler. Canal boats are coustantly passing over
the Troy course, and the Trojan cannot prevent
this even on Hegatia day. Fioally 1 belleve that
what Saratoga promises sbe will carry out. Said
toe HERALD, Of 1ast September, in speaking of their
lall regatta :—*The entire programme Was carried
ont with & promptness never equalled belore, The
three races werg despatched (n less than two and
a half hours aud everybody wag back Lo town be-
fore six o'clock.'

The colleges’ delegates will assemible in conven-
tion at Hartford the day aiter to-morrow (Jauuary
21), for the purpose ol selectlng the course for the
regatta of 1374, May wisdom direct thelr choice!

New Yokx, Jan. 19, 1874, C.

A CHALLENGE TO COLONEL BEACKETT.

English vs. American Cavalry,
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD !—

When Colonel Brackett's letter appeared ip the
HerALD I read it merely as the result of prejudice
on his part. I did not think it worthy of notice. 1
cut t out, and am Keeping 1t for rurther use, and
there for the present 1 thonght the matter would
rest; but it seems still to attract attenfion. Per-
mit me, therefore, to make the following offer. 1
am an Englishiman, and have not been in the
saddle for three or four years, but [ am ready to
mateh mysell with Colonel Brackett to ride over
any four miles of fair hunting country, either in
England or [reland, and I undertake to beat him.
After that I will ride against him 200 miles, say 100
milea out and home, pace not to exceed a trot, and
I undertake to beat him. I undertake, too, to say
that in England apd Ireland Colonel Brackett could
find 100,000 men who would be ready to make him
8 similar offer, and As many more as he chooses,

1 do not wish to have my name published unless
this offer 18 aceepted, but it and my address are as
your dispussl to give 1o Colonel Brackert, if he
wants them. L,

New Yorx, Jan, 17, 1874

Americans the Best Horremen.
To THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD:—

Colonel Brackett ls perfectiy right in his compari-
son of the riding of the two natlons of cuvalry.
The American cavalry are certainly splendid riders
when going over the prairies, and will ride proba-

bly iTom sixty to seventy miles per day, Theiren-
durance is remarkable, and when in pursuit of
Indians thelr piuck Is excellent. 1 have no doubt
the Colouel, irom his hotel in Broadway, has seen
® sample o American cavalry in procession, and
the lookers-on who have never seen an Engllsh
cavairy wonld be struck with their position and
attitude (o the saddle, [ guestion if there 14 mueh
differenca In the riding schools of both countries,
and | presume all cavalrymen are taught how to
ride. 1 should hike to sed a test case—the cavalry
of the two nations making o charge aimilar to the
one at Balaklava—and I have no doobt the splendid
horsemanship of the Americans would excel
Yours, &c., GEURGE WADE,

No, 96 Franklin street.

A Charge on Colonel Brackett.
S7, Nicnonas Horew, New Yosk, Jan. 17, 1874,
To The EDITOR OF THE HERALD:—

However reluctant it is to me to prove the
absurdity of Lientenant Uolonel Brackett's asser-
tions in regard to English cavalry, 1 cannot help
denouncing them aa the malignant uttersnces and
vituperations of an insane mind, or one whose
Rmudicu and vanlty nave so far misled him as to

raw upon himselfl the ridicale of ail sensible men.
Can Lieutenant Colonel Hrackett point oul one
pingle instance where and when the English oav.
airy had been whipped ¥ Judging Colonel Brackett
by his unfounded statements one 19 led te the con-
clugion that he |8 otterly ilgnorant of Luglish
horsemanship, and, therefore, much less of the
achievementa of Englisn cavalry in all the bloody
engagements in which they have participated, In
that case, instead of writing of matters of which
he knows but little about, 1t would have been
wiser for him to nave gtudied more thao he has
done the unquestionuble valor of English cavalry,
whal they have done and are always prepared to
do, Iam ready to prove at any tume to Colonel
Brackert that he has allowed his prejndices against
the Engiish to overpower lim or he would never
have said anything so devoid of common sense a8
he has done in reierence to English oavalry. Res
apectinily, FREDERICK J. ALLAN,

_An ex-OMcer o1 the Horse Guar

FIRE ON BROADWAY.

Consideranie excitement was caused yesterday
afternoon by the report that & fire had broken out
in the Fifth Avenue Hotel, It turned ont to be a
Iaise rumor, a8 the fire was but A slight one, and
atarted In the gtore under the conducted b
:}lr. dlanlard;h The cause "xuwl miﬁm

¢ dam e Amoun ured
for sm:u.‘e

INTERESTING LIBEL CASE

———

John F. Chambarlin's Complaint Against George
Wilkes—Tho Distriot Aftorney Represented
by Ex Judge Fullerton—What Counsel
for the Defendant Endeavored to
Bhow—The Plaintiff on the Btand.

—

The examination In the compiaing of John P.
Chamberlin charging George Wilkes with libel,
after one or more postponements, came up yeater-
day afternoon berore Justice Otterdourg, at Fasex
Markes Polloe Court. Shortly before two o'clock
Mr. Wilkes, in company with his counsel, Mr.
Samuel G, Courtney, and Mr. Dittenhoefer, came
into the court room, and, afier conversing a faw
minutes with friends that he met, took a seat be-
hind the rajling and quietly awaited the cailing of
the case, Precisely at two o'clock Mr. Chamberlin,
with his counsel, ex-Judge Fullerton, and Mr. J, D,
Noyes, made his appearance, and 80 80on as
Justice Otterbourg aisposed of a few minor com-
plaints the names of “Chamberiin” and “Wilkes'
were oalled. By this time the coart rooin was
filied, and behind the ralling were many anxious
faces, Messra, Willlam Borst andJames Irving being
among the number,

The Justice, asking Mr., Chamberlin if he wasrep-
resented by counsel, and being answerod (n the
afirmative, displayed the complaing, which has
been published in the HERALD, when Mr. Couriney
deslred that Mr. Chamberlinm be put upon the
siand, as they wanted to examine him. Upon Mr.
Chamberlin standing up befors the Justico the
Clerk of the Court began o direct examination,
when Justice Otterbourg summarily stopped it,
and stated that the complainant might be oross-
examined, to which the 1 for the defend
soguiesved, and commenced LY asking Mr. Cham-
berlin where he was born, to which was an-
swered, ‘“In Lausingburg, 1837.'" - Mr, Courtmey
then proceeded to ask the witness how long he
lived in Lansingburg, to which Mr. Fullerton ob-
jected. Mr. Courtney claimed the right to show
the nistory of the complalnant and his general
repatation, (rom the time he left his pative place
to the present period. Mr. Fuollerton denied this
right and sald that In every Properly condncted
examination no such latitude was allowed. Tnis
was the case of the peopie against the defendant,
and It was for the latter to prove his allegations.

Mr. Dittenhoefer answered Mr. Fullerton in the
same strain that Mr, Courtney had induiged in,
and intimated that Mr. Fullerton was representing
the people wikthout the authority of the Districs
Attorpey, when this question was settled by Mr.
Fullerton showing the Justice arequeat of Mr.
Phelps for him to act [n the matter and protecs
the interests of the people.

Justice Otterbourg decided to sustain the objec-
tion.

Coupeel for the defendant continued his argo-
ment respecting she admissibility of such gues-
tions, in the course of which he made strong com-
ments upon the repatation ol the pisintif, tending
to impeacn s cnaracter for honesty, and supple-
mented his observations by allegations that plain-
tiff on previous occasions was guilty (according to
views of counsei) of committing similar oifences
a8 charged in the alleged libal

Mr. Fullerton, in replying to the observations of
Mr, Courtney, said that he did not objeot to his
seking any qnestions as to tho allegations com-
plained of, and that the statemenis made by coun-
#¢l could only be indulged in, Au far as he saw,
for the purpose of gratilyl & morbid ou-
riosity. Counsel should confine himsell in
o witaots. 1o the partiohlar &ad Upecine CRARGes
as atatod In the nue%ad libel

The next queation asked by Mr. Courtney wad,
‘“Where did you go when you left Lansingburg
The same objection was Taised as belore, and the
same arguments were indalged In as belore by
Messra. Uourthey and Dl.uan\unmr why the ques-
tion should be admitied. " Justice Osierboarg
sustained the objection, The following questions
were then asked tha witness;—

Q. How long dia you live in Lansingburg? Ob-
Jected to, and objection sustalned. ¢

Whuat was your bosiness sna occupation im
tn}::]s:’?ghumf Objected to, and objectivn sus-

Q. Did you ever live in Chlcago? A. No, sir; I
passed through there, and H%?ped o little while.

%1 With your brother? A. No, sir,

e witness then admitted that he had Uved im
St. Louls in the years 15565-6, and that he was then
eighteen years of age. Counsel lor the delendans
then askea (rom what place he left to go to St.
Louis, which was objected to as not essentinl. The
question was admitted, and the witness said thut
it was Louisville,

Then foliowed other immaterial quesiions re-
garding the length of time witness lived (o Louls-
ville and his oceupation there, all of wiuch were
objected to and not allowed.

r. Fullerton—Prove the truth of the libel,

Mr. Courtney then ascertained from guestions
asked, wnere Mr, Chamberlin lived in Bt. Louis,
toe street und the number, and desired to show
his business there, to which Mr, Fullerton objected
and advised If they desired to show that the wit-
ness kept a certain place In 8t Louis, let them
amend their libel by another charge, and tben the
witness wonld seek his redrees in the proper way,
In this country there was no man too hign for the
Court to reach and none so low that he counld not
geek and obtain ita protection. The quesiiens
were not admitted. .

Couneel for the defendant asked many more
questions relative to the witness' knowledge of dis-
reputable piaces and games in Bt, Louis, but
Juatice Otterhourg did not deem them pertinent to
the complatot and libel, as charged. Mr, Fullerton
comtnented upon the attempt to annoy the wit-
ness by such queations, and when Mr. Courtney
aomitted the et that in the orlginal publication
there was o mistake of ten years, Mr. Fulierton ad-
vised them that they could “go about and prove
:ﬁ: ﬁ}leﬁmons charged in the libel at any tme la

(]
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The witness in his jurther examination sald thag
be had been emplu'yea on the stesmboat Fashion,
on the Mississippl, a8 & barkeeper, In the years
18656 and 1856, and that he came to New York im
1865, The examiostion was then adjourned until
Friday next.

“PRINCE EAL'S" BUCCES80B

To-Day's Elecdtion in the Twenty-first
Assembly District.

The contest for the election of an Assemblyman
in the Twenty-firat Assembly disirict waxed very
wrathfnl last evening in all the varlons strong-
nolds of the rival candidates in the district. For
several weeks past there has been going on in this
uptown district & miniature campaign, all the for-
malities usual on grand political oceaslons being
brought into service. Assemblyman Genet's most
sudden disappearance was & bhuge affair for the
politiclans in the Twenty-first Assembly diatriot,

all of them now fatung a chance to put forth their
power in support of vorites under ¢ircumstances
which, if the *‘Prince' were only “alive," they
never should have got. Poor Harry, th the
it upon his brow, 18, happily for himself, indif-
erent to all the powwow over the successor of
his disgraced and degraded sell, being, no do
content to try as best he can to keep his head
under water. The contestants, however, have
heen, ln accordance with well-known ations
of human nature. making merry over his downfall,
l‘:f the **Prince” that was has become, during the
past two weeks, the mere trickater politi who

“‘went back upon himself,” who endeavored, so
far us he could, to bring obloquy upon the demo-
cratlc party, and who has become a villalo, &

-rascal and a renegade. All this sort of th

has been going on during the canvasa amoug the
triends of Messra, Allem (repablican), Bulllvam
(Apollo Hall) and Crary many), who have

been fghting a big pattle for thelr respective can-
didates under the acknowledged prinociples of
tioneering laws, and everybody Knows what

laws are, Lastnight was the cuimination of the
exertions of the (riends of tha rival candiaates, and,
a8 18 usnal on the ove of battle, the enemy, though
leas demonstrative than on previous wc.ulnna’
was more terribly in earnest. But the meaning
the election yet remains to be developed, and to-
aay will tell what sort of m}e they are up in the
Twenty-first Assembly district,

NAVAL FUNEBALS IN BROOKLYN.

The funeral of Captaln James Trathen, late of
the United States Navy, took place yesterday after-
noon, from the 1d d sad, No. 125
Hecond place, South Brooklyn. He entered the
navy early In life, and continued in the service

until he wans fifty years of age, resigning just belore
the hreaking out of the rebellion. He, however,
re-ontered the service when the War was in prog-
ress, and, while in command of the gunboat Mount
vernon, participated in the battle of Fort Fisher,
North Carolina, and served 1n other naval engage-
ments, His total service in the navy amounted to
n!lﬂ!hlm}' Eeurn. The funeral serviees took pluoe
at 81, Paui's Eplscopal chureh, Rev. Dr. T. 8. Drowne
oMelating.

The faneral of Midshipman Robert D, Stevens,
who died on board the irigate Colorado, st Key
Wesy, Fia, on the O6th inst, also ook place,
irom the residence of hs father, No. 60 High
gtreet, yesterday afternoon, The services we
performed by Rev. Dra, Schenck and Pyoost,
censed WAR O native of Hrooklyn, and was chosen
as o ondel, having passed the best competitive ex-
S eare on BORT"ind st Wiy Rensas, a0d KAve
yeura ol Aloop-of-war \

E:nmlua ol & bright futare In the professlon whica
adorned when dentl, intarvansd.




