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Commissioner Yan Nort’s Report for 1573
Compared with that of 1871,

Tho Street Pavements Cost Last Year §1,250,974,
Against 81,608,060 in 1871—$285,376 Saved
Last Year on Croton Water—$22,000
S8aved on Gas—8967,400 Saved on
Bowers—The Total Expendi-
tures Last Year 85,077,462,
Against 87,020,809 in 1871

Buggestions by the Oommissioner for the
Repaving of Streets and Improving
the Upper Portion of the City.

The following eorrespondence between the
Mayor and Commissioner of Public Works has
called out mets showing a great reduction in the
cost of executing public. works, as compared with
the year 1871, when Tweed had the control of the
matier, The expenditure in 1:5?3 wis ,{,I‘Iﬂ',lﬂﬁ,
or a reduction of expenditure of $1,952,437, A 0Arés |
Ful perusal of the report will enable the property
@WDErs 10 see ot a glance the character and cost of
e various works completed,
MAYOR'S OFFICE, NEW YORE, Dec. 2, 1872,

My Dear Bin—Please lurnish me, at your eariiest
convenience, with a comparative stateinent show-
Ing works in progress in 1871 and the proximate
CO¥t vl tne same, and the works In progress 1o
1873 and the proXimate cost ol the same, Yours,

€., WM. ¥, HAVEMYER.

To GEo. M, Van Nomt, Esq., Cominissioner of
Public Works,

DEPARTMENT OF PunLic WORRS,
COMMISSIONERS' OFFICE,
NEw Yongk, Dee, 26, 1874
Hon. WiLLiax ¥, HAVEMEYEL, Mayor of the city
of New York :—
Bin—Herewith, at your request, I transmit to
ou an abstract of the operations and expendi-
ures of this: department for the current year,
compared with tne year 1871, as fur ns practicable §
al80 the condition of the works under its coateol
at the present time, and awm yours very respect-
inlly, GEORGE M. VAN NURT,
Commisstouer of Public Works.
STRURT PAVEMENTS,

Of the 445 miles of streets lald out on the map of
this city 374 miles ave legally opencd, 316 miles are
regulated and graded and 2711 miles are paved,
‘I'here are 87 miles of cobble stone pavewent, 145
miles ol Belgian or stone block pavement, 21 miles
ot wooden pavement, 4! miles of concrete pave-
aoent and 14 mues of Tellord Macadam roadway,

On the repairs Lo the 232 miles of stone pave-
ments during 1ast year 360,000 a&ual'e yurds of
pavement have been lald and relald at a” cost of

The appropriastion has nol been safeient to put
Al the pavements in good orvder; nowever, the
sireets are In n much better condition than lor
mADy years past, which 18 due to the system of
carrying on these repalrs by day's work instead of
by contract, as formerly, when a large portlon of
the appropriation would be absorbed by the profits
of the contraetors.

The expenditure jor repairs to wooden and con-
Crele pavements was $30,000, This amouut was
eniirely inadequate for the work to be done, and
only the most necessary repairs, principally on
sireetg in the commercial part of ‘the city, have
#een or could be made,

1n doing these the decayed wooden blocks have
been replaced by stone blocks, and on this plan,
With a liberal ap&rﬂpuanon. the wortbless wooden

yements could be gradually replaced by dura-

BtOone pavements.

1t 18 estimated that 61,000 square yards. or one-
#ixth of all the wooden pavements in Lhis city, will
e € to be relald or removed during the year
1874, 1If repaired with woou the cost will be about
$3 per square yard, or $153,000. If repaired with
stone biocks the cost will be §2 50 per square

ard, or $162,500, whiie the &tone blocks are in-
fiately more durable than wood. In either case
the appropriation for the repalrs to wooden and
coucrete pavements (§60,000) i utterly inaae-
quate; und 1o tax the city st ouce lor replaciug
the worthless wooden and copcrete pavemenunts
would be oo large 4 burden vpon the taxpayers.
But the conuition ol theae puvewents 18 such that
ahe adoption of measures providing (or their um-
drovement can no longer be postponed. [ would,
therefore, recommend the enactment of a law
‘authoriging the Commmon Counci, whenever the
CLommissioner of Fublic Works shall ve satisfied
Abat the expense of moKing the necessary repiirs
in any sireet, paved with wood or coucrete, shuil
exceed one-wwurth ol the original cost of such pave-
ment, to order such street to be repaved with

0 or stone block puvement. Oue-hall of the
expense of such repavement to be borpne by toe
city at large, and gne-hall to be assessced upon the
Property owners on the lhne of whe street or
aveunus,

The frequent opening of streets for the laying
aud repairiog ol gus pipes, and for connecuug
buildings with Bewers, Wuler ana gas pipes, 1s most
injurious to the pavements, as they are rarely re-
Placed o us good condition as they were belore the
openimg was made. How trequently the street
Pavements are disturbed in this mauner may e 1n- |
ferred irom the fact that they cover aboul 540 miles |
Ol gus malos, e miles of croten water plpes and
220 mies o! sewers, amd that more thah 74,00

Bulldings are each copnected with sewers, wuler
nnd gus pipes,

Excepting the Tellord Macadam roadways on the
pleasure drives and avenues in the upper pare of
ihe city, no other than stone bLlock pavements
have been laid during the pust two yewrs, and no
pavement nes yet been introduced or satlciently
tested in this city which, under our climatic con-
ditions, can compare with the stone block pave-
menis for dorability, cheupness and adaptability to
the requirements of our lucal traflic, For pleasure
drives and for suburban roads and avennes, how-
ever, the Teliord Macadam roadway Is preferable,
The p €8 previously made in replacing cobnle
Blone pavements with Delgian or granite blocks
has been arresied by a provision of the charter re-
fjuiring tne consent of & majority ol property
ewners to authorize the repaving ot any street.

During the year 142,478 square yards of uew stone
Bleck pavementis have been luid, coveriug six
miles of streets. Twelve miues of streets have
been regulated and graded and sixteen and one-
half miles are now under contract lor regulating
and grading.

Greal progress has been made in the counstrue.
tion and improvement of the avenues and pleas-
mre drivesa In the upper part ol the city. The
Boulevard, from Futysninth to 165th street; the |
peventh avenue, from lluth street to the Harlem
River; the Avenue St. Nicholas, from 110th to 1éath
Btreet; SBeventy-second street, Irom Eighih avenue
1o the Riverside drive, and Tepth awvenue, above
166th street, bave been completcd and thrown
wpen to public travel durtng the past year. More
than 460,000 squure yards ol Teliord Macadam road-
Wway bave been construeted and one and a balf
nilles of sewers built, Tuere ar¢ now fourtecn
miies of Macadamized rogdways, serving at puce
the purposes of pleasure, travel and the Jocal
Araflic in the upper part ol the city, making the
Lnest portion ol our =land aecessible to our popu-
lation and available for dwelling purposes,

‘Ihe expenditure tor these lmprovements for the
year 1871, under the direction ol the epartment
of Public Parks, was §1,6808,000, and for the past
Jear it wos §1,250,074.

CHUTON AQUEDUCT, nuinn\'orns AND DISTRIBUTING
SYATEM,

‘The occurrence of several disastrous conflagra- |
tions in some of our large cities during the past [
lew years, has attracted more than usuul attention |
10 the Weans we pusdess of meeting or preventing
simuar visitatons, and considerable fear and
anxtety have been felt, lest our water supply should |
prove insumcient 1o such an emergeucy. Projacts
1or introduciug salt water from the adjacent rivers,
and for tapping the Hudson River at some point
stove tide water, were advanced and discussed,
either of which would invoilve un expenditure of
over $10,000,000, The Cowmmissioner of Public
‘Works and his engineers, however, maintainea
1hat, with far less exvenditure, an ample supply
ol water for all furpusen could be drawn from the
droton River, the only thing required bewg the
canstruction of large reservoirs 10r the storage of
water, 1o be drawu upon during dry seasons, The
experience of last summer hus fally vindiented
thelr viewa. Durlng an almost unprecedented
airought of over two months, more thai two thirds
wl the daily supply of water was drawn from the
new storage reservolr at Boyd's corners in Pot-

am county, the aggregate Tuantl:y 80 drawn

ng  8,700,000,000 guions. Ts reservolr wus
completed lust spring, snd has & capacity of
4,000,000,000 gullons; without it & water lamine
would have been lnevitable last summer, The land
required ior the dam of upother storage reservoir,
1o contain 3,700,000,000 gullons, hus been pur-
chased, and preparations made to proceed With
the coustruction of the dam At an early day.

‘The consumption of Croton water hus increased

i i much greater rate than the population, hav-

# Tesched 104,000,000 gallons per day, or more
Lhup 100 gallons dally to each fubabltanut; at no
mdigtant day it will have outgrown the capacity
ol the present sg’naduut. the maximum of which 18
y deilvery of 115,000,000 gallons per day. The con-

truction of an additional sgueduct will then

Tcg:l:‘n&ﬁemr:‘ &

ent condition of the aqneduact and ita
coensories, which have performed thelr mnetions
mnloterruptediy for more than thirty years, i8 con-
«clusive proof not onl{ Ol the superiolf workmanship
A Its constraction, but of the care and vigilance
a2
cen m upon the pr .
missioner of Pubiic Works, ll[p?hu ﬂ%:;::hﬁ%’&.
facturing Company, for the periormance of an
nlleged ement between the former Commis-
sioner of Public Works and the company, said to
‘Tave been mode 10 1870, for the purchase of certaln
Jands at the outlets of And water rights in Lokes
Mahopae k, in Putosm county, aathorized
%y an set of the Legislature of 1871; and upor the
yefusal of the Commisgioner to acoede to the de-
m:.l the ﬂg-qmp;’n: moudwl‘er u’amumu to
GO carry Agreement.
S»  Commpajonel, 00 DeRaM ol e auJ

such eement;
and o‘o.urld be enforced,
the matter still rested
present Commissioner, and that his judgment was
Lhat It was oot necessary for the city to take such
lands or water rights.

The c¢talm set up by the company amoupted 10
about $H00,000; but the Bupreme Conrt snstsined
the position of the Commissioner of Public Works
snd decided that he wad not compelled to carry
out o verbal agreement made oy his predecessor,

The siterstions ol the squeduct on Tenth avenne,
between Ninety-second and 1i8:ih streets, com-
monly known as he “Blg Fipe Work,'' have pro.
gressed very favorably and rapidly, with a greatly
reduced force and expenditure, This work was
conunenced in September, 1870,  Last year, at the
beginning of the season for out-door work, the en-
tire foree employed on the work wad reorganized,
and the results of this reorganization may be seen
in the following parative stat t ol foros
employed, work done, and amounts expended
previous to January 1, 1873, and since that date :—

From Sy From Jun.
18, I&T{l. Iaﬂm- 1 ta Waw,
Average force employed..... .. ..., Bl 4
l‘l_.ec-u;clll nl;? :‘rct‘i‘vi't} llll::ﬁg lk;’lll
1)t eet 0 e L siea . .
tul ards ull';-x‘wn and earth exca-
L AT ey e b 120,000 28,670
Cubiie yards of foundution sud pro-
lection walls construeted. . ..., ﬂ% 18,
Cnbie yards of masonry bulls, 1.l
Lineal feet of wwugl bullt. . 4 64M 1,421
Cutie yards of earth filled In......, A0, | (KIn
Amaonrit pald for ll‘%l: pipe.........  §326,574 032
Amount paid for lubor and sundry
IRETIAIE, viaven seaneess BLBE3.0ME $20.97

‘hils work will be completed next summer, when
the masonry aguedoct will bé removed, and the
land p%""’dfme" y it sold for the benett of the Sink-

n

he high service reservoir .mm?'%ghnkoﬁ{b-

mansville, for supplylog the extre
oD the 1sland with water, was brought into use last
year. T

For the distribution of Croton water throughout
the elty .&Ha miles of m varying from 4 to 48
inchea In diameter, was lald during the eleven
months ending November last. The ageregnate
length of such pipes now laid in this clty |8 349
milés, exclusive of about 11 miles of pipe used or
conveying the water to the reservoirs.

The recelpts for water rents lor the year ending
December 31, 1873, were $1,426,031, and the cost of
collecting such rentd was $56,074. During the

ear 1871 the amount collected was $1,207,089,
nd the cost of colleclion was $119,
thus vhowing Aan increase In recelprg for
1875 over 1871 of §241,842 and a de & 11 cost of
colicction of $03,644, or 4 n s’san to the city
treasury on this account of ;ﬁi! 6. Owing to the
stagnation In busipess Qiring the past three or
fonr mohihy the tonsvimption of Oroton water for
manulacturlog purposes, espectully for steam
beilerg, nes greatly diminlaned, cansing a cor-
responding decrease in receipts for water rents.

LAMPE AND GAR,

A large saving has been effected in the cost of
lighting the public inmps. Early in 1872 the Com-
missloner of nbllc Works requested the several
gas companies to Tedwce the price of gas lor pub-
1ic lamps, and they ngreed to 4 reduction lrom an
average of §51 per apnom for each lamp to $42 b0,
and liter to $39 {:er lsmp, The condition whicn
they first made, that thelr bills for gus turnished
the eity in 1871, amounting then to some $£800,000,
should be paid before the reduoction wonld take
effect, was finally waived at the earnest solicita-
tlon of the Commissioner of Public Works. The re-
gult is that the expenditure for lghting and main-
taining the public lampa has been reduced from
$1,161,146 in 1871 wo $768,760, in 1872 and to
{74{-,863 In 1878, since the 18t ol Jaonuary, 1872, the
Commissioner of Pabilc Works hasg removed 526
extra lamps, which had been placed in front of
snloons, restaurants, stables, holels, private resl-
dences, &c., and which cost the city $22,000 per
annom to light and maintain, The number of
extra lamps yet remaining Is 835. An (nvestiga-
tion to ascertuin how many of them are not covered
by resolutions or ordinances of the Common Coun-
cll is t1ll being continued.

SEWERAGE,

The work of improving and extending the sys.
tem of sewernge has been vigorously prosecuted
during the past year. Ten miles ol sewers, 234
miles of underground draing, 1 mile of culverts
and 87 recelving basing bhave been comstructed.
The total length of sewers In this city 18 3201
milesd, wilh 3,081 recelving basing, The under-
ground draing, which have only been in use g (ew
years, have proved very effective and beneticial to
the public health and to property owners in drain-
ing low and marshy grounds, Many of thé ola
sewers are so defective in plan and coustruction
that they fail to carry off the sewage matter, gen-
erating noxions gases and breeding disease, in-
stead of Improving the sanitary condition of the
city. The work of them LY new and
better ones I8 progressing as rapldly as an
economical expenditure of the means appro-

riated for this purpose will permit, A large sav-

ng has heen made in the cost of eleaning and re.

paring sewers and basing, which were formerly
done by contract, but are now done by day's
work. In 1871 the expenditure on this account
was $118,061, and for the past year it 18 $76,080,
showing a redoction of nearly $48,000,

The agerregate expengitares of tue Department
of Public Works on adtounts paid from taXation
daring the year 1871 were $2.442312 During the
year 1878 they were ?l.iﬂ,ﬂl:, incluaing §565,000 for
the maintenance of the Boulevard, roads and
avenues which were not in this ueipnrtmun:m 1831,
The reduction In expenditures in 1878, 88 compared
with 1BT1, I8 theraelore $067,400,

On specinl and trust accounts, for regulating,
grading, paving, sewering and otherwise improv-
g streets and avenues, lor alterations of the
anoeduct, eonstruction of reservoirs and exten-
sion of Croton water malng, the som of $6,231,838
wiis expended by the Department of Public Works
during the vear 1871, and the sum of 1,608,060 hy
the Department of Public Parks on the improve-
ment of the Boulevard and avenoes north of Fifty-
ninth street during rhe same year, making a total
of $7,029,800, In 1873 the expenditure on all thege
pecounts under the Department of Public Works
was 5,977,462, showing a reduction or diminution
ol expenditures ol §1,952 437,

Under o peremptory mandamus of the Supreme
Court requisitions were made upon the Finance
Department for the payvment of £700,000 ior water
meters furnished uuder a contract made in 1550,

RAPID TRANSIT,

L R —
Rapid Transit va. Comfortable Transit.
To THE EDITOR OF THRE HERALD :—

There 15 an 0ld Spanish proverb which says, “Do
not throw away your dirty water until you get
clean.” Now, would it not be well for tnose who
are agitating the subject of rapld transit to look a
little into the present, and not altogetner into the
future ¢ 1 contend that we are already too fasc as
a people, and that we are continually struggling
to attain that point where it will take us 1ess time
to go anywhere than it will to stay at home. 1do
not belleve that the American people, or the large
majority of them, so much desire to travel rapidly
as they do comfortably, if the truth was known;
and the time has arrived when the latter problem
musat be solved, If not In conjunction with the
former, ihen without it. When the palace cars
were first started upou our railroads a small per-
centage of the public rebelled at the extra charge;
to-day o rebel is unknown, and the entire people
recognize the great improvement.

I propose while we are walting five or tén years
for rapid traunsit to look to the present for com-
fortable transit. Let us have palace cars on the
clty roads. 1 honestly believe that if the vote of
the uptown people were takenon itthe answer
would he a imost universal that it was not a ques-
tion of time, but ol discomfort; of having to come
down or go up at the hour that everybody else
Fnas. of not getting n seat and being obliged to |
IAIE ON to @ strap, unable to read a paper or do
anght but inhale your nelghbor's, perpaps, letid
breath and be a fit subject lor the manipulntions of
piuk'pockets. How few there are that would be-
grudge an extra five cents for the privilege of
riding 1n au elegant car, with a_comfortable chair
and no one standing up. Ladles would always
prefer It, as would every man who conld afford the
amount, and if he could not, then there would he
atill the five cent cars for him ; but there is no ren-
son why 1f & man can afford to pay lor a luxury
that he should be dented it. because another cun-
not or will not do the same,

““I'ne howls of the press,’ ag our friend Butler
says, have been so persistent against our city ruil-
roids that they have lea the public 1o beheve that
these useml institutions are nothing more than
harples fattening upon the lfe blood of our citl-
zens, and that they are colning untoid wealrh. The
truth 18 that some of them do 1ot even pay Interest
on the cost of construction, whiie the very beat of
them only pay a lractlon over a ceat profit on
every passe t, and could not pay that if it were
not for crowding the cars at_that hour of the day
when travel 18 greatest.  Those who doubt this
et need only go to the State Engloneer’s annual
report (or ita’truth.

guestion {r there |8 a single road in this city
that would not be glad to putun palace cars to
run every filfteen milnutes, or oftener, if thair
charters would allow them to do wo: flut those
Wwise men from the country at Albany, taking
thelr tone from New York newspapers, hold up
thelr hands fn holy horror the moment that any
legislatiun I8 prornmd 1o better the working of
these roads or add to the comtort of those who
are obiged to travel by them. J, W, WATSON.

Another Plan for & Railroad.
New YORk, Jan. 24, 1874,
To T™ME EDITOR OF THE HERALD :—

There have been many schemes presented, and
some have been chartered, but none have as yet
succeeded in getiing capitalists to take a suMcient
quantity of stock to commence to bukd & road, ex-
cept the one-legged elevated road oo .Greenwich*
street, which ruined many of the original stock-

1 Kow, my plan I8 for a surface 3

:?us."on a ftreet tgar. I8 100 1eet wide, RS
:. 'E:.:h 'gﬂu“ﬁ"um on each side, and

trac t the ac e

be tunnelled or bridged every ther street that

BNAI BERITH.

Convention of the '‘Independent Order of Bnai
Berith” at Chicago—8keteh of the Order.

To-day ot noen the delegates of the 206 lodges
composing this Order will assemble at the Chicago
Musie Hall, and will frame such amendments to
the laws as to their wisdom shali seem fit, Five and
& hall years ago a simular coovention was held in
New York.

EKETCH OF THE ORDRR.

The Bonal Berith, or “Sons of thejlovenant,” s
an organizatioh of American Israelites, now num-
bering fully 20,000 members. From the preamble
to the constitatlon, from which we extraoct, the
exact objects of the Order can be ascertained :—

The Independent Order Bomi Herith having
taken upon itsell the mission of uniting the Sons
of lsrael In the sacred work of promoting ihe
highest interests of humauity, especially Lo alle-
viate the wants of the poor and needy, to vigit
and attend the sick, to prolect ami assist the
widow and arrum. on the ULroadest principle
of brotherly love; lurthermore, to develop
and elevale the mental and moral character
of our race by & liberal support of science and art
and the inculeataon of the fioliest and purest prin-
ciples of phianthropy, honor and patriotism; and
above all to promulgate the sublime snd eternal
doctrines of Judalam u.tnnn%:ts professors, and to
deiend, preserve and difuse the faith of our
fathers in soclety at large as the very embodaiment
of ali those dictates of numanity—holds the follow-
tnf cardinal principles.

t then declared such géneral doctrines as that
“all men are brothers,”” she 'social relations
among individuals should be regulated by the dic-
tates of love,” and finally that “the divine and
everiasting Jdoctrines of Judalsm are the basis of
all civilization and enhightenment,' &c. The Order
{8 thus entirely Jewish in ita character, differ-
ing from the Masons and Odd Fellows, which are
open toall 18, It {8 se El-l!l lmcnamger hav-

e B R 5
nfs a form :?Elnitm B0, oiths, degteel, sighl ST
passwords, the ceremonials hardly reaching the
solemnity of the Masons, but yet suficiently im-
posing lor their purpose,

The Order is devold entirely of any political sig-
niflcance, being simply social, literary ana char-
itable in i1ts geope. No brother assumBs any obli-
gation inconsistent with his duties us a ckilzen of
Tf"e ulepubuu or a8 & memver ol his synagogue or

emple,

There are at present 208 lodges, averaging 100
members each ; a few reaching the number ol 250,
many having less than 60.  The oldest lodge and
the youngest lodge have thelr seats in New York—
“New York, No. 1," installed in 1843, bhaving 220
members and an aggregate of £6,000 in ands, awd
“Zebnlon, No, 200, Installed last week, with
thirty-seven mempers and no funds as  yet.

The Urder was foupded 1 1843 by a few New
Yorkers, headed by a man of much intellleence
and benevolence—Henry Jones, 16 may have had,
at atarting, a platform somewiat opposed to Ma-
sonry, but the feeling quickly was subdued, and 1t
entered upon a feld of its own in no wise t:}.uposeu
to other organizations, but peculiarly distinet
from all, e Order gradually increased, lodges
being started in Cincinnatl (1848), Philadelphin
(1960) and Louisville (1852), It advantages were
quickly appreciated by the Israelltes of this coun-
try, so that now there I8 a lodge in nearly every
Mtate and city of importance,

Much jmpetus was given 10 it between the years
1860 and 1568 by the efforts of Maurice Mayer, now
deceased, n learped geotleman, who acted as
Grand Secretary for some time, snd of B. F.
Paixotto, now Consul st Bocharest, who was
Grand sSaar (President) for three years, and in
such capacity travelled about the country infusing
great iuterest in the organization. Since 1868
lecturing tours lave been made with moch success
‘I? the present President and Secretary, Julins

1en amd Moritz Ellinger; and the Jewlish presa
have kept the fraternity so prominently belore
their readers that it Is not surprising that the in-
crease ol members has been 80 marked. The ag-
gregate fands aimount to $800,000,

The Order is divided into seven Grand Lodges,
arranged geographleally; New York, New Jersey
and the Eastern States constituting Disvrict No..1,
and belng numerically one third of the entlre
Order. There 18 a Court of Appeals to declde
litizated guestlons, the “Chiel Jusiice” being ex-
Hecorder Rosendale of Albany. The supreme
authority is the *'Coustitution Grand Lodqe" which
meets every five years, and 18 represented ofMeially
by the Executive Committee, with a President,
Vice President, Secretary and four puembers. The
Grand Lodge officers are thus named:—“Grand
Nasl Av" (President), “Grand Aleph® and *Grand
Yoea" (Vice Presidents), *Grand Bal Haggenzi”
(I'reasurer), “Grand Sopher" (Secretary), &c. The
Couvention will probubly abolish these names,
which ave unnecessary and have no special signif-
LIVITEN 4

THE WORE OF THE CONVENTION,

The Chicago Convention will be a week in ses-
gion. Of conrse mary propositions of o routine
character will be presented, but of the more im-
portant will be the following :—

1. Tow . the ritual and ceremonies,

2. To abollsh the secret character of uke organi-
zation,

3. To have a general endowment law, by which
all the brethren shall contribute a small sum at the
death of a brocher, to the end that his widow may
receive $1,000,

4. To estublish & home for the aged and needy of
the Order.

6. To support more geoerally the Hebrew Orphan
Asylum at Cleveland and enlarge it su that It moay
accommodate 500 children.

8. To establisgh an oMicial journal.

5. To be represented in the Centennial Exhibl-
tion in Philadelphia.

8. To establish an institute of learning.

¢. To rake acrion a8 to the condition of suffering
Israelites abrond.

It will thus be seen that there |8 quite an impor-
tance in the Convention, and the Jews in this coun-
try will look with much interest to the proceed-
ings. The endowment matter 18 one in which the
brathren of the Oraer are especlally interested, lor
it 18 a spectes of lile manrance that |s 3ult.e attract-
ive. In mauy lodges the ennowment dues are panl
out of the junds, the members paying sumclent
annually to cover ssessment for deaths, A mem-
ber thus secures 4 e poficy of $1,000 on an annual
premium of irom ten to fliteen dollars, Added to
which are the social and Wierary advaniages which
muny lodges offer, and certain pecantary beneflts
in sickness or distress, such a8 make them desir-
able to many citizens.

Mivisions in Judaism,
To TR EDITOR OF THE HERALD :—

Although it 18 popularly believed that Israel is
united In a compact, solid body, actoally such 18
not the case. They, like other religlous commauni-
ties, have their tribulations and scnisms. They are
divided into nltra-orthodox, orthodox, reform and
ultra-reform schools, and while the cardinal prin.
ciples underlylng the faith of each are lovariably
the same, yet their belief in some interpretations
of the Bible and the rulings of the rabbles are es-
sentially alferent, and consequently there Is di-
versity of action as to the binding effect of certain
laws, most of which, however, are ceremonial
Tnese diferences of opinion should be confined to
the synagogue or temple, but all experience proves
that  they, ke sinular Church disturbances,
invade and bring dissension into peaceiul homes,
and even engender ill-leeling in the countin
room of the merchant. A convention of “Bua
Berith,' such as described, and representing every
shade of opinlon enturmiulng ‘mallce towarda
none and with cfmrllr for all,” s well calculated
to tone down all such acerbities of ieeling, and we
have every hope ol the good result of their delib-
erations wille there remains a Woll to eloquently
demand civil and religious freedom; o Frankland
to nurse the sick; & Hosenthal 1o dispense evens
handed justice; an Isaacs to watch the liberties of
the [ree press; a Pelxatto to represent our country
abroad; a Sanger to plead at the bar of public
opinion, and the noble example of a Debora Stiner,
who hae just sacrificed her young and promisiug
Iife upon & burning altar of fillal afection. Juda-
ism and humanity are safe in such hands,

SEMI-OCCASIONAL,

WasHINGTON, D\ C., Jan, 28, 1674,

Heepers Ezxonerated from Charges of
Negligence,
NEwPORT, R. L, Jan. 24, 1874,

W. W. Wales, of Beaver Tail signal, has been
completely exonerated by Commander Stephen C.
Trenchard, Inspector of the Third district light-
houses, (rom the charges brought against nim, for
not blowing the horn on the morning of the 3d inst,,
by Captain Shurley, of the ateamer Electra, plying
between Providence and New York. It appears
that dpon the night in question the wind was
blowing fresh, and the Electra was laid to to the

windward of the station, and the evidence whicn
the Inspector forwarded to-day 1o the Daily News
shows conclusively that the trumpet conld not have
been hewrd o hall-mile to windward of where the
steamer was located.

In regard to Throgg's Neck station, the keeper of
which, Captaln Shiriey, reported for the same
neglect of duty, has also been exonerated, R. 8,
Lioyd, chief mate of the British ship International,
certifies that he heard the bell rin constantly
between the hours of seven P. M., January 2, and
five A. M., January 3. Richard 8. Lyons, keeper of
the lighthouse, showa by his log book also that the
bell was properly rung.

NEW YORK CAPITAL IN BOSTON,

Hosrox, Jan. 24, 1874
The application of the Matual Life Insurance
Company of New York to hold real estate in Bos-
ton to the amount of $2,000,000, which 18 now
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LIGHTING THE CITY.
. T
Contracts Awarded for Ntreet Lampu—

The Comptroller Opposes Ihmmediste

Action,

After repeated adjournments the Gas Commis-
Bioners, designated under the oharter to adversise
for bids and sccept proposals and Award contracts
for lighting the clty with gas, met late yesterday
alternoon in the Mayor's ofiice, the Mayor, Comp-
trolier and Commissioner Van Nort present, Mr.
Morrison, the secretary, read the minotes of the
previouns meeting, which were approved,

Commissioner Van Nort moved that the contract
for removing, sewting and adjusting JAmppostsE,
lighting the lamps and keeping them in repair, be
awarded the New York Gas Compauy, io their dis-
trict, thgir bld therefor being the lowest,

Comptrolier Green moved to lay the motion on
the table untll a disposition of the lighting is
made, a4 there may be new vids sent in.

Mr. Van Nort replicd that the cominission was
here for the purpose of acting on the bids already
nanded in, and not to auticipate new ones.

The Mayor likewise remarked that he could see
no reason why the orst proposition shoulu not be
acted upon at once,

Mr. Van Nort eould not see what good can be
gained by tactiousness—the three oficers named
in the Inw now present were o receive bids, which
had been forndabed but had not been disposed of.

and for a

veyed and sounded, a tan of sueh an
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the cost of every ton of produce which fnds its way by
warer from the West to the great consuming population
of the Eaat, and would thus prove of unmense hopellt to
the people of the whole country,

The following petition to the Legislature was
sigued by all the gentlemen present :—

'ru‘_mu Howonanle LEGISLATURE OF THE Brate or New
ORE (—

We, the unde ned, residents of the city and coanty
of New York, believe that the law as it now exisie
wihich laxes Enth real estule and o mortgage upon e
snme, 1o be double taxation, snd hence Injorioas b e
growth and progress of the Gtate In population and
wealth, do respectiully pray for the passage of the act
uow  pendi 'ﬁ:{uru the Legislature providing ter the
vromption of mortgages irom laxaton.

Several milllons of property in the new teeritory
of New York were represented at the mecting,
which was larger than the organizers expected.

PHILADELPHIA POLITICS.

e
De tle Di agementis as to the
Mayoralty Nomination—Colonel Biddle
and Mr. Littleton Decline=The Con.
vention to Renssemble on Momday-—A
HReform Committee Suggested.
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 24, 1874,

To any one who has noticed she receut pecullar
drift of Philadelphia polities it must be evident
that the nearer the electlon day for Mayor ap-

The law says the Lids shall be opened, &¢. This
has been (done, and 1t {8 now the duty of the

Roard 1o confirm or reject the same. ‘They
nhad no right to advertise for new bidg If the New
York Gas Company 18 entitled to the award, as
they surely are, they heing the lowest bidders—
mﬁ can ontain the contract irom the courts.

1e Comptroller triea !ogusllly his actions, but
utterly fatled, when, on calling the question by Mr,
Van Nort, the motion to lay on the table was lost,
Mayor I,Invimcrur votlug with Mr, Van Nort in
the amrmative,

‘Tne Mayor then put the original motion.

The Comptroiler stated chat, us he had no time
10 compire ibe figures, he would be cuwpelled to
vale "'No,i

Mayor Havemeyer (heatedly, to the Comp-
trolier) —You have had plenty of time to exaumine
and compare the gures, as we sdjourned our list
meetlug [or this very purpose,

The motion to award was then pnt and carried,
the compiroller voling in the negative.

On motion ol Mr, Van Nort, asimilaraward wag
made to the Munbuttan Company in thelr district,
the Comptroller voting “No."

Mr, Yan Nort proposed that a test vote bie had
whether the bd of the Merropolitan Company be
declared irrégular, owing to their not naving
strictly conformed to the terms of the proposals
invited, by ucknuwh!lg!mrm theit bonds before a
legal trlbunal, The Muayor moved to declare the
bid irregular, whercupon the Comptroller proposed
that the bid of the Mutual Company be accepted.

The morion was carried, Mr. Van Nort voting in
the negative, and destred o have b8 vote re-
corded,

Mr, Beardslee, counsel for the Metropolitan,
requested permission to read a protesl. upon
which Mr. Van Nort moved to vecousider the vote
Juat taken, which was pal by the Mayor as clar-
man, pending which the counsel read his protest,
setting forth that the company he represeated had
sompiied in every respect with the law, turnished
ﬁuou surety (n the sum of $100,000, aud in their

id named a sum which would be a great saving to
the city, Cominissioner Van Nort moved that the
protest be received and placed on file, which was
adopted, but the motion to reconsider was lost by
the usual vote of two to one—the Mayor amd Comp-
troller against the Commissioner ol Public Works,

Before the last vote was taken Commodore C. K.
Garrison, who was present and represented the
Mutual Gas Company, thresteningly remarked
that, I the aotion concermng the Metropollan Gas
Lompany 18 reconsidered, s (the Mutual) com-
pany will not make any new bids, which, of course,
decided the measure at onee,

Tne Comptrolier proposed that bids be invited to
lght the Harlem aud the part of the Metropolitan
district not awarded. Carried,

Mr. Yan Nort moved that the blds ol George A.
Baropey to lght two districts be rejected, inasmuch
?. tl:‘l_"é gn8 companies had been awarded she con-

rag

The Comptroller opposed the motion, which was
nevertheless adopted, whereapon the Board ad-
journed,

During rhe session the greatest animuns was ex-
hiblted by the Comptroller., He opposed every-
thing ofdered by the Commissioner of Poblic Works,
Among those présent at the meeting were Mesars,
Augnstus sehell, Commodore Garrison, Oscar Zoili-
cofter, Charied Place, ana otherd.  Commissioner
Vau Nort hid with nim Mr. Parker, his depoty, and
Mr. Trucey, lrom his department. The contract for
lighting the Harlem district must necessarily be
awarded o the Harlém company, tiey having no
colpetitors in that territory.

THE NORTH SIDE ASSOCIATION.

A Slster for the Enst and West Side
Anrocistions—Large Mecling ot Wealthy
Property Owners in Mott Haven Yea-
terday Afternoon—Congress and the
Legisinture To Be Memorialized=The
Constitution of the New Association.
The second meeting of the North Side Associa-

tion was held in the office of the Morrisania Steam-

hoat Company yesterday afternoon. The firsy
meeting of the organization was held in the same

office on the 10th of January, and at toat time a

commuittee, consisting ol Messrs, Hugh N, Camp,

M. C. Turner, Edgar Wiliams, Willam Herring,

Samuel E, Lvon, W, W, Niles, W. Smith Brown, Q.

H. Fosler and Gouverneur Morris, was appointed

to draft & constitution and present a “slate’ of

officers for the government of the orzanization.
No better ides can be conveyed ol the objects and
intention of the assoclation than to give the con-
uuuimnn which was presented and adopted yes-
terday :—

CONSTITUTION OF THE NOETH SIDE ASSOCIATION.

The North side Assoclation = composed of all land
owners or thxpayers in the Twenty-thind and Twenty-
fourth wards of the city of New York. and has for its
ohject the proper improvement and development of the
territory aod the protection of the wateriol lnterests of
the eitlzens; but no guestions of a merely political cha-
racter saall ever be brought betore the association,

The annusl meeting shall be held on the fourth Sator-
day of January in each year, when the oflcers and com-
mittees shall be elected by ballot. A commntee to
nomioate candidates shall be appointed at s meeting of
the assoclution prior to the annual meeting.

Hpecial meetings may be called at any time by the
Secretary, on the direction ot the President, or on the
wr:ikeu request of three mewmbers of any standiog com-
mittee,

Ten shall constitute a quorum for business at any meet-
lh‘ of the nssocintion.

he officers shall be & Presiaent, First and Second Viee
Presidents. a secretary and a Treasurer,

The oMeers and comimittees shall hold oMee for one
vear, and until their suceessors are elected.

There shall the followlng standing committees,
with the duties preseribed to each, to consist ol nine
Wembers —

First=The Harlewm River [uprovement Committee
shall have charge of the interests of the association in
relation to the improvement of the navigation of the
Harlem Hiver an

Bpuyten Duyvil Creek, and the

t bridges over and tunnels under the same.

Second=1le Rapid Trangit Committes shall have charge
of the interesta ol the Association in relation to the m-
;:E-on;:neuiot the means of access to the lower part of

e elty.

rbirn’——‘i‘h(- Loeal Tmprovement Commitiee shall have
charge of the interestd of the associntion in respect to
local improvements.

purth—The Tax and Assessment Committee shall have
charge of the interests of the pssociation in respect 1o
assossment and collection of txes mind assessments tor
itmprovements laid upon the real estate in the Twenty.
third and Twenty-fourth wards.

Fisth—The Law Committee shall consuler all legisintion
proposed which affects the interests of the nésoviation.

Sixth—The Executive Committee shall consist of the
Prestdent, Viee Fresldents, Secretary, Ireasurer and the
Chairmen of all other committess, and shall have charge
of sl interests of the wssocimtion, and be suthorized
recommend to the assoclation for acton such mutters as

afect the saume.
' bers ot o fteee shall constitute a

Three
quoram.

The committees shall meet on the day of the annual
meeting, of w8 soon therculter as possible. kach com-
mittee shall meet when called together by Its chairman,
or three members in writing.

The committees shall pay their own expenses, unless
otherwise orderad by the associntion before any ¢x pense
in inourred, and no expense shall be incorred until the
tunids to discharge the same have been raised by volun-
tary subscription

The lollowing tieket, nominated by the com-
mittee, was elected :—

President, Willlam B, Oglen;
th;h J. t?ru?!:: LP{'[\IIH 'i

Adkerman ; eretary,
Edgar Willlams, o

Harlem Ricer Improvemient Commitise—Messrs, Lewis G,
Morris, Samuel E. Lyon, Walter T. Marvin, Hugh N.
Camp, Joseph H. Godwin, Lewis B, Brown, Samuel M.
Purdy, Hiram Barney, Gustay Schwab.

Rapid  Transt Committer—Mossrs. Gouverneur Morris,
Richard M. Hoe, Waldo Hutohins, Willlam Smith Brown,
Sawuel D Babeock, Thomas A. Vyse, William Capld well,
E. G. Burling, Augustus A, Lovy,

Loenl I_M{;mi'mm! Committee—Measts, Samuel R Filley,
Edear Willinms, Matarin L. Delatield, Charles J. Gillis,
Henry L. Atherton, J, Liogd Halgh, Thomas M. Faile,
Wiliiam Shinpson, Gustavas Preitter,

Tar iand A t Committee—Messrs. Henry Fo Bpant

First Viee President,
flee Prestdent, William .
Fordham Morris; Treasurer,

naren)
ding, M, C, Turner, Henry P, Detiraft, Jordan L. Mo,
Richard D. Hamiiton, Augustus_ Van Cortlands, D, B,

Frisbie, Morris Wilkins, Charles W. Bathgate.
Lawe  Commi w”"" George H. Forster, William
Herring, Willlam W. Niles, Henry L. Morris, Austin D,
Ewen, J. G H, Blythe, Thomas N, Cuthbert James R,
Angel, Chauncey Smiul,
The loliowing was offered by H. N. Camp :—

Resolved, That the several committees shall have the
power o incrense thelr numbers not to exceed aleven
ap any cne commities, and also to ALl any and all vacan-
cles caused by resignation or death.

Tne resolution was relerred to the Executive
Committes,

Mr. H. N, Camp also offered the following pream-
ble and resolution ;- .

Whereas the opening of the Harlem River and Bronx
Kills, these Waters navigablo for vessels of large siee,
would prove as much for the benefit of the commerce
o’r_t"h:‘w}mauu‘l:: 'y :ﬂ 1t wounld 1o the m.gr and eity
o ork, and has the same clalm opon the govern-
ment a4 the Waters of the Missimippi or any viber waier

Casol Com
That Harlem R mittee be au-
mamﬁuz mnm:ﬂnﬁhu .c&m- ‘:11 ihe name of this as

r an

eyt

"

onsufcient to have the Har-
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pr the more broken and disorganized be-
come the ranks of the democracy. The Demogratic
Convention hesitated between o conservative and
o “straight-out,” and when, fnally, after much
discussion, the latter was agreed upon, the gen-
tleman chosen, Colonel Biddle, positively refused
Lo gecept the nomination. Their work, therefore,

bas been o vain, and must  npeads  be
recommenced. In the meanwhie the op-.
pogition, profiting by  thelr  misfortune,

gans new encouragement every day, and consid-
ers Lts success sure, It is sald that in the Conven-
tion the other day Mr. Littleton, the union poml-
nee, polled thirty votes, against Ity cust lor Mr.
Biddle, the “straight-out,” the young men endors.
ing-the lormer aud the old beads backing up the
latter, -
SR, LITTLETON DECLISES THE HONOR.

Lasy evening the ehances of the nnion nominee
in the Demoeratic Convention, to reconvene on
Monday, seemed greatly strengthiened, and Mr. Lit-

tleton’s (riends were jubllant accordingly ; but at
abouu ten o’'clock the rumor few from one guarker
to another that Mr. Littieton would pot
the nomination—u cirenmstance which sesmed to
tovolve reformers, Jdemocrats, CoUservallves,
stralght-onts and the whole body politie of the op-
position 1o a condition tdeseribably chaotic.
WANTED—AN AVAILABLE CANDIDATE.

There 18 & general wish now on the part of the
democrats to Belect A non-partisan man,  Hoa
such a general feeling existed in the Convention
the result might bave been lar different from what
it was. A8 it (8 now, taking for granted thar Mr,
Littieton has withdrawn, there is no telling what
may develop in Monday’s defiberation. In case
the rumor 18 groundiess, people seem to feel thut
Littleton's chanves ave very good,

KEWHPAPER OPINIONS AND ADVICE.

ul‘ll'. Forney, of the Press, reviews the situation
thus:—

Nothing definlte yet in regard to the Mayorally, be.
yond the declination of Mr. Biddle. There s a rumor
that Mr, Littleton has also withdrawn lus name.  Both

entlemen ure actaated by the desire to concentrate the

ends of the new constitution on one candjdate, aml
there are other movemenis to this end. The best spirlt
prevails in the several wards, Ultizens' tickers are being
framed with great nnanjmity and discronination. The
time is short, but with o Lttle wisdom and fort earance
all will come cut right.

unite on some popular candidate tie Lope of suc-
cesa shoula not be entertained, It gays, “Woe to
the venal city when 18 purchaser is found,” and

fullows i —

It behooves the intwbitants of the City of Brotherly
Lowe to drop all party claims and look tor some nobile
and patriotic man—such as once rose in Rowe, the ity ol
“brotherly strite,” who, sacriticing lis own unterests, his
own life, succeeded in saving that city and its Fl_‘n[l!t-
from impending ruin, shnme and disgrace—1o lead thvm
at this Ume und seve thls city and community tron -

pending destruetion. The people of Philadelphin must

noed nod beset from bad laws coacwd and coooreed Ly
hail men,

distegard party ties and anite upon some man who will

“Ring" victory In February, |

their fellow citizens, to themselves and families
Monday’s Convenuion s Hkely 1o be of the lve-

Jlest nature and productive of no httie debate.

Hopes of & No Party Nomination.
PHILADELPHIA, Jan, H—Midnight.
It is now positively known that Mr. Littleton
will not acceps the uomination for the Muyoralty
of this city. He declines outright 1o the following
leiter i —
MR, LITTLETON'S LETTER.

necept o nominaton for the office of Mayor of this city,
ns A citizens’ constitutional candidate. U entertain the
sineere conviction, strengthensd by some experience in
public Hie, that the msnagement ol wunicipal afuies
should be takeu from the deld of national palities; buat

now existing is willing to make this concession to local

interests, sl we the swegestion of this nomination to we,

in the uee, wis based upon the ides that such

concession would or might be made, I think that the

{:mml upon which I corld be expected w accept has
en removed.

For these ressons, bot with my warmest thanks for the
compliment and ror the kind expressions in vour letter,
personal to mysels, | beg leave t decline the proposeil
nommation. Yery res]{‘e(-tluuy i B LETUN,

To Messrs. um Welsh, A, J. Drexel, John W, For-
ney, George D. Rosengarten, and others.

A REFORM COMMITTERE SBUGGESTED.

under the existing state of things, Inexpedient,
vention favor an action slmilar to that adopted

parties or euques, in whose hands shall

inteérescs o the city.

MELANCHOLY DROWNING CASUALTY.

e it
Three Boys Drowned While Skating on
a Pond in Brooklyn.

A very melancholy casualty occurred in South
Brooklyn yesterday, luvolving the sacrifice of the

Gowanus hills (8 1uld out into streets, with broad
avenues lntersectiog. The embankments forming
the streets and avenues are very steep, and,
owing to the ubsence of @ system of sutisoll drajn-

souree of danger to the residents of that section in
many ways, Several lives have been lost during
the past lew years by drowning in these stagnant
waters, in various seasons of the year. The cold
snap which set in on Friday mght last formed a
thin coating of ice on theae ponds, and the smooch
surface presented was most tempting to the bhoys,
who, being home on Saturday, sought to dulge
in the joys of skating. About eleven o'clock several
small hoys, among whom were Stewart and -
ward Arthur, brothers, aged nine and eleven years
respectively, and Willlam Cravatt, ten years olil,
ventured ont on the frail i¢e of the
avenue, between Sixth and Seveuth streets, They
had not been long on the lee when it gave way

Thelr companions on shore summoned help, and
the party, with the exception of the boys men-
tioned, were rescued. The bodies of the Artbhur

_l brothers and Cravatt were recovered and taken fo
tue residences of thelr grief stricken parents, wno |

live In the melghborbood. Police Surgeon Hrady
wis early at the scene and did all in his power 1o
resuscitate the boys, ‘The Coroner was notited 1o
hold an lnguest over the vodles,
THE CHARITY BALL
Sevenieen years ago a remarkable wedding took

| place in New York—Fashion and Charily were |
unlted in holy banns—and on ench succeeding year

since 1857 the anniversary of the memorable event
has Dbeen duly celebrated by a ball, given lor the
benefit of the Nursery and Childs' Hospital, an un-

sectarian and cosmopolitan Institution. Since the
ear mentioned thousands of friendless chiidren
“er been protected under the wgls of the huppy
couple,

Next Thursdny week, February 5, the elgnteenth |
Musie, |

annual ball will be given at the Academy ol
and 0o efforts will be spared to make (tthe graod-
est affalr ever held in New York. A8 the efite of
the merropolis will lend ther presence, purses atd
eflorts to insure L8 success [allure is impossible,
Jubiiee Giimore will provide the promiuade music
and the terpsichorean melody will be renderdd by
Lander. There are a few boxes left, which can be
had by applying to Mrs, A. H. L. Townsend, of No.
207 Fifth avenue.

MURDER IN OPEN CUURT,
NEw ORLEANS, Jan. 24, 1874,
In Galveston this morning, In the Uriminal
Court, the case of the State agatnst J. B, Helm, for

the murder of John Ferguson, was called for trial,

but owing to the non-arrival of witnesses the
B‘roemmn were delayed, the prisoner remsine

g in court. John Ferguson, & son of the mur-
dered man, succceded in approaching the pris-
oner, between the ralling and table, unobserved,
and, p & piatol al Helm's head, fired, kill-
instansly., Young Ferguson was

s presemting
ing him almost

s gase Ja DoW pelug inveatigated,

The Age insists that unless opposing factions |

aiter stating the situation av length procecds as |

open their eyes to the dangers by which they are men- |

They must listen W the warndone of gowd mel
they must tollow their honest, eartest wdvice ; they winsg

socure the co-operation of Irecmen, anda this previn: o
This 15 a duty they owe Lo

Mr. Littletom's R..enlmu for Declininge

it seema that ncither of the great party orgsnizations

A prominent democrat agsures me to-night that
when his party convention reconvenes M will no |
doubt agree that.the nomination of a partisan 18, |

He suys that slmost all the delegates to the Con.
eoue time since in New York—namely, the selec- | Works of the City of New York; the

tion of a Committee of Seventy, irrespective of | Aqueduct in the Chty of New York; coples of the Oity'
@ plaeed | Record containing ofcial list of eity oflicers and sobordi-

the power of nominating s candidate who will i
all respects represent. the people and the wue |

lives of three boys. The western slope of the |

age, there are constantly large pools or lakes of
stagoan! water in the low lots, wlilch prove a |

ond on seveulh |

immersing the unfortunate boys (n the water, |

THE NEW TRIBUNE BUILDING.
Laying of the Corner Stome by Miss Greeloy—
A Memorable and Interssting Cere-

mony—Interestiug Particulars
by Mr. Whitelaw Reid.

Tad the venerable sage of Chappequa been aiive
yesterday ap saditional wreath of well earned
taursl wonld nave rustled among the many which
e gathered ju the pursaits of journalism, as weil
4810 private Mie; and i it I8 permitted for the
EpIrits of the great desd to revisit the terrestriag
scenes of a past busy life, theh surely the shade ol

| Horuee Greeley hovered over the (to him) ones
| suered spot where his daughter lald the cornes
| stone of the new 2vibune bullding. The scens was
BOL imposing—iy wug tonching; the ceremonies
Were not graud—1iey were simple and appropriates
yeu the occasion was an important one. It was
that of placing the corner stoue in an edifice Whose
proportiony are 1o be waguificent, and which 18 tot
a8t for ages, 1118 1o be, a8 lbwere, the monamenl
of & great man's success—ihe lusting witness of

the Intellectual achiovements accomplished by &
commandiog mind,

The cerémony ol laying the corner stone of the
Tribune building thal s W course of ercetion on
the well known old stand of our able contempos
rary, st the corner ol Spruce street and Printing
House square, ok place yesterday alternoon &g
4 quarter past four.  The boarded up enclosure
where the works are going on was necessarily
shut to the public, no provision having been made
for the admisslon of even members of the press,
who, apart from whatever lnterest they might feel
as citizens, hud peculiar notives of a professional
and Jiterary nature to be preseut at this sigual
trinmpl of journalistic gentus,

The most ardent weil-wisher for the I'ribune's
| success could not have deslred a lovelier day than
| yesterday. The weather was exceptionally beaus
tiful; the cerulean sky was oumarred by a cloud
even of the size of a Quaker's hat, and the genlial air
that brought a healthy glow to the youtilul check

of blushing mallenhood carried on i wings ng
traces ol HBoreas' biting blast.

By two o'elock crowds of citizens, chief
amwong the nardy sons of toil, began to collect 1
Iront of the new cdifiee, A plle of bricks avin
the enclosure wad tsken possesston of b{‘
of struggling hulaniiy, who had the hardihood
to elinb 1ts perpendicular sides. Preseutly a row
Of iime barrels and several blocks of graoite along'
the sidgwalk were also occupled by epger spectas
tors,

It was a long time for the impatient muititude to
walt, Irom hall-past two o'ciock, when the cere-
Moy wis to ke place, until aiter four, at which
hour the cereinony commenced, Nevertheless, the
crowd bore very good hutnoredly the delay, the in-
terval belng enltveusd with what were intended to-
be wonderfully witty sallles of the simart ones, who
| nlways succeed n ma their presence KDOWEK
| at every public gathering., The omnipresent munl-
cipal poilee were “on the grouud.” They always
are in whose plages where there 18 least nse
lor them. Oue of the distn hed gentle«
men who has the privilege of drawing a
salary for wearing the armorial bearings of the
sState of New York on a blue tield over his heart,
| signalized his zeal by & darlng charge, club I’
| hand, against whe enterprising individuals wha
i had mounted the brick pile. He succeeded in cap-
turing rue stronglold ; but no sooner was his back,
turned than the audacious public (enemy) agaim
successlully gssaulied the disputed position.

From the pleased expression on the faces of the
expectant crowd, the exit of Miss Greeley, Mr,
Whitelaw Heid and their party irom the uld :rlrlbnm
oflice was telegrapued 10 the umid or unloacky’
| ones awong thew who bad not secured stands i
| iront,

The box, contalning a nnmber of papers and

documents to be placed 10 the base of the cornet
| stone, & brass cube of about ten (nches Bquars,,
| closed on the top by a screw plate, was now ready
| to be deposited o its dval restiug place. Mr.
| George Hipiey. President ol the Triounie Assovia-
| tion, Yook his stand iu front o1 it and read & paper

substantially to the olowing eifect:—

We have assembled to-day in commemoration of the
| past and for cotsecration of the future, Horace Greeley!
wis B i o1 no less profound convietions than of leity
| aspirations. He was a believer in the progress of thought

and the developiment ol seience; o the progress of so-
| oelety and the development of humanity, Under the in-

duence of this nspirauon the Treibune wis established,
| more than thirty years ago. Lt is our purpose to elowis
the spiritual gerin with o wmaterial vody, W incorporate,
the 1Il$‘l.ﬁll.|h.> lurces which juspired the heart of our
tounder in a vistble rorn, o the shape of 8 goudly tempie.

The ceremony wileh is now about to be péctormed typl-

fies the union of spiritudl aguncies with material o -

thons, aind thius possesses u siguibeance and beauty whiche

antieipate the charsewer of the eotuing age.
| About ten years bafore the establistient of the Mu\'
| d frow the deatl of Hegel, in 1531, and of Ueeths i
the following yvear, the tendency of thought on the Uun-
f tinent of kurope. which bad been of an Intensely 1
oF spirituel eharacter, bezan 10 sasume an opposite diree-

tion. Physical researchoes ngiu!y took precedence of
wetaphysical specnlation.  Posilive sclence was In-

| augursted i the place bstract  philo o
Tue spiritual order was wel nixh eel

the wondertul achievewents of the mate -
er. A tew dyoasy wrose  which knew noty

1]
Genreemes—1 have received your letter ssking me to | Jogeph, and the aielent nsmes of Pluto and Dese

artgx
il Lesbnitg were  dethroned by the stulwart host that
ook possession of the aoumain of physical sclence, But
the sigis of the wines indicate the commencement of &
reaction.  The age accepts ithe results of ph{qien T~
searci, but refuges to regard them as the Limit of rational’
beler  In resolving wmotter inte maolecules, and mole<t
cules into atoma, the most ilustrions cullivaiors of
| plivsieal seience eheerfully coniess that they arrve st
| invisible forees wlich nd  crucible can Aoalyme, noy
mbcroscope detect, no arill 1 The alleged
witerinlizm of Tynaul!l and I.I:uxhie[hlu affords an up-

| expected support to the dealism of Berkeley.

Miss Greeley now ronched the closed brass cubs

and placed it under the ) te block’

| destined to receive if. Miss Gavrielle Greeley thep

‘ fuu'tll I'.l::] Iiollowing list o! papers that were enclosed
u the boX:—

t'-une' of Dally Tritbune, January 24, 1574; copy of Semi=
Weekly Trbuae, Jununry 23, 1874 copy oF Wee
Tribune, Japuary 2, 1874 copy ot FPriune Almanae (0d-,
vance sheers), I874; Mr. Greeley's “Recollections of s
pusy Lite:" Tribuae's Memoriel of Mr, Grecley; Con-
srossionul Directory; Manusl of State of New York tor,
AT Clerk’'s Manual ana Croswell's Manoal for 18743,
| pevond Anuual Beport of the De?url.munl of Publia:
Irigin of the Oroton

¢ mutes: Bylaws and Agrecwent of the Tribume Association 3
Fribune seture Extras; photographs ot Mr. Ureeley.
and his daughters; engraving of Mr, Greeley and hi |
remily : Mr, treeley at his desk in consaltation with his
munaging editor; with photographs ol & number of the'
alder stockholders aod employes: (wo manuse
ticles or Mr. Greeley’s, written and printed in the
in Ugtober, 1871 pieture of the new building; memoran-
dom by Whitelaw Raid of the date of neginning ri_I:z
demplifion of the old Tribune bullding, of lnying the f
stone of the npew one, and other facts connected with the
enterprise: coples of the remarks by Mr. Ripley and
Miss Ureeley In placing the box in the stone.
I' THE ll!..l] TRIBUNE BUILDING,
| After this Mr. Whitelaw Reid read the following
memorandum of facts and dates concerning the
former Mribune bulldings and uew one, which
was then deposited by Miss Greeley in the box,
t buing the last thing placed there ;.—
| Tz Tuiavse Orrce, Jan. 24, 187
|

This box was filled and deposited in the corner of the
new Prifune bulletin board by Miss lda L. urceley, the
eldest danghter ot the icunder ol the Tribuse, on al-
ternoon of this, the 2ath any of Jaunary, 1874
| The Prifmne was tirst published {n Ann street, between
b Nassait and Willinm streets, under ciroumstances nar-

rated m Mr. Greeley's “Recollections of » Busy m
A building was first erected

herewith deposited. ri
s on o part of the present s in b

Thompson  Price,  the father in-law  of Thomas

| Meklruth, Mr. Greeley's first partper. In 1845 this

was burned down, but the Tviaee did not mis s single,
fssue, although it lost many of s books and accounta,
It was then again tssued from the old office In Ann street’
for o tew months, until o new and larger bullding w
erected on g part of the present site.  Tliis was oecupie
during the remainder of Mr. une:{‘u life, nithough for
me years plans 1or & new one had been in contempla.

| In Jannary, 1873, at the first annual meeting of the,
stockbolders atter My, Grealey's death, it was unani-
wously resolvidd to enter npon the erectlon of w new
buding, which*should be worthy of the tuture they in-
the  Treibune.  Notice was  given fo.
all tenants to remove on the 1st day of May, 1978
I'he various departments of the business of the paper
| were crowded into the building on the rear of the Mribwne
property, adjacent land was ncquired, and on the 17th
ut May, 1574, the demolitton of the oid buflding was be-
wi.  Mr. . Hunt, the architect whose 4
il been pccepted, meantime periscted his plans, otk
tracts were awirded and the erection wis begun.
oin the 34 of July, 1374, the first stone on the southwest |

| tended  tor

corner of the new bullding was lsd—s slab of nite.
| 6 eet 7 tnches long, by ¥ feet 8inches wide and 18 inehes
| thick, placed on & inass of conerete 18 inches rest-.

ing ot clear solid beach sand 25 teet below the le
the curh stone and 29 13 teet pelow the position of i

I X.
The work this far has been done nunder the direction,

of Peter ¥, O'Brien, of New York, the granite being fure
nished by J. G, Batterson. of Hartford, Lonn, lauu
iran by the Union Iron Miiks, of Buflalo, N. ¥, he nrehi-
teet, Richard M. Hunt and his inmedia
tive, Edward E, aut, retain the general lunmgg.
| Oty the front on the Vity Hall a{‘k.n r“t#g&', 1
feet deep, has yot heen begun.  The rest it
| fs still oecupled with the business of the Triluse
and by teuants who not t be 0 10w
remove. On the completion tne work

of front
inder of the building is to be at on
:qull?w:';-“!n Il.kh:rriﬂ!rr wdifice i lgh.'l o front :’ El
Tuce

|

ot the City Hall Park, W0 feet on a
width between Frankiort and Sgrnoe astreals feet.
|1t i to be mane storles bigh, exclusive of ttninnu; “#
| ewer above the foundations 308 et Tis Metaneim

Are ?a be stone, hr:ck and iron."
Miss Greeley then deposited the above in
hox and closed it. I\ was immed:iately placed

the cavity, on which tne stone was lowered,

the Tribune lamily, who alone witnessed the shmne
| p}: ti?;:?onx, adjourned to & collation preparedy
| ulse 2

DEPARTMENT OF FUBLIOC. WORES

Commissioner Van Nort makea the following
statement of public moneyR received by the De-
partment of Pablic Works during the week ending
yesterday (Saturday)i—

o

For Croton water rent and penalties.
For tu‘ll?lng Croton pipes....

For vault permits. ... covvivsrssanssssnse
For sewer permits,..
For sewer pipes sold

FatssmgsnassaRERRsRERE

to con!
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