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PALM SUNDAY.
"The Triumphs of Christianity Expounded

by Eminent Divines.

SERVICES AT THE GREEK CHAPEL.

!l?r. Mulcahcy on Pilate's Scepticism.
iJocclicr and the Love ol

tho Brethren.

the possibility Ofa 'ww issue <V tncorMjertihle
jxiper l regard with amazement and ar^ietg, and,
in mv Judgment, such an issue would be a iletriTntfiUand a shame..Chakus* Sum nek.

Cai.vauy C'HOBcn..Rev. B. A. Washburn
pfacued yesterday mormng on the Filth Commandment.The duty ot filial affection awl
obedience was eloquently enforced and cogently
Ulliutrated.

Br. Mari's Church..At St. Mark's church, cornerof Tenth street and Second avenue, the paalior,Rev. J. H. Rylance, IX 1).. preached a sefmon
sin Peter's apostasy, and drew a pointed moral
Auereirom for tuc consolation oi sinners.

Lr*ic Haia..Mr. Frotlitngham, as usual, chose
hio text, but announced as tne subject ol his discourse,"The Agony ol the Son ol Man." He elucidatedthe subject entirely lrom his point of view,
tand was listened to with the most earnest attention.

FOrRTlf AVENt'K I'BKSBYTERIan CHURCH..ChanV^llorCrosby preached on the theme that "The
.New Lne Will Be M iniiested by the Outward Llie."
His text was Coiossians ill., 10."And 1 have put
u the new man which Is renewed In knowledge

after the image ol IHin that created him."

Tdk collegiate Keeorukd CnuRcn..In the Ol(Jl
nciui lucu ^uuiiu, iuiuui vi ruuitu

wtreet and Luravette plac.*, the Her. James Lamb
preached, tlis sermon was founded on ihe wards
found In St. Murk, f. 2."As it is written In the
prophets, Behold, 1 seud my messenger oeiorc thy
'.ice, which sha.l prepare the way.''
Calvary Baptist Ciiukch..Rev. r. s. Mararthur,tue pastor of the Calvary Baptist church,

I wenty-thlrd street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues,preached yesterday morning upon the subjectof Christian trials and triumphs. He chose
for his text Matthew xxiv., 13."But he that shall
cttvltirc unto the end, t.ie same shall oe sared."

Cnrr.cn op the New Jerusalem..Rev. Chauncey
Cho preached yesterday morning at the churca
of the Nefo Jerusalem, Thirty-filth street, between
T.i-xmgton and Park avenues. His subject was

"Angelsand spirits must nave occupations: what
due Bibic reveals, and man's nature demands
concerning them."

Fifth avenue Biuck Church..Rev. James O.
MiiPPUl' thA iiQjrr.p rwo.n ,ia,l th<. ntilrti* CI a »**

aiounced as bis theme The Blessing of Being Associatedwith the People oi God." His text was
lumbers, x, 19. He impressed upon his hearers
ithe necessity of Individuals in Cnmtianity ldentiifyingthemselves with the Church.

St. Petf.b's Chitbch..St. Peter's Roman Catho
licchurch, In Bare.a.v street, was filled to overfiow.ingyesterday duriug morning service. Pather C.

R. Oorley sung the mass and perormed the benedictionof the palniB. The passu.n of our Lord was
read from the inlptt in English by Pather O'Barrel!,from the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh
chapters of Matthew.

Thb Tabernacle Baptist CntntcH..At this
chnrch, corner of .second avenue and Tenth sAreec,
Mr. Hcmv I). Taylor, of the senior class of the
Rochester Theological Seminary, preached his first
sermon in New York. Ills discourse was foundod
on the text, "Count not thine handmaid for a

daughter or Belial; lor out 01 the abundance or
my complaint and grlel have 1 spoken hitherto .

L Samuel, u, IS.

Fourteenth strhht Piirsbttbrian Church..
The Rev. Rooert Sloss, pasor of the Fourteenth
atreet Presbyterian church, .Second avenue, near
Fourteenth stieet. preached yesterday morning on
' Tne Hoij Communion," malting a long argument
in support ol the custom which was first instituted
when Christ pronounced the words which constitutedthe text 01 the discourse, "Do this in remembranceot me."

St. Thomas' church..In this church the service
was read by the Rev. Dr. Morgan, rector. The rite
of confirmation was administered by the Bishop
oT the diocese, the Rev. Dr. Potter. The Rev. R.
E. Terry, of Brooklyn, preached an eloquent sermonfrom the text "lie humbled himself," Ac.,
taken irom the gospel of the day. Fifty-four personsreceived the rite ol confirmation.

Old John Street Methodist Church..The Rev.
N. 0. Cheeney, pastor ol the old John street Methodistchurch, chose for his text yesterday the fifth
chapter of the first book of Thessaionlnns, and a

portion of the fifth verse, viz.."Children of liuht."
From the fact of children's disonedience to their
parents lie evolved the theory of the Christian's
relations to his Heavenly Father and the infinite
love of the Creator lor Ills children.

St. Andrew's Church..ihis chnrch, situated in
the neighoorhood of much poverty, in City Hall
place, whs densely crowded yesterday morning.
The whole of the service was conducted by Father
,M. curiam 1 ue auar piciurca were an urupeu
with purple In commemoration of the day, the
reverend lather reading the passion of our Lord
rrom the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh chaptersof Matthew instead ol preaching a sermon.

All socls' cucrcn..Dr.* Bellows' pulpit was

occupied yesterday by Rev. c. C. Carpenter. Hu
text was eighteen verses of the first chapter of
Matthew. He announced no particular subject, bat
went on to show there is a growth In spiritual
matters as well as iu mate:lal, and that Christ's
character was so varied, yet always consistent,
that he conquered all irnnds. The philosopher and
the workman were alike well adapted to receive
his Instructions.

St. Lcxe's Minionist Kpibcopal CHrncn..The
Rev. R. M. Ilattteld, I). D., of Cincinnati, occupied
the pulpit In this church lh the morning. A numerouscongregation attended. The words of the
text were taken irorn James, 1., 12. "Elessed is the
man that endureth temptation: for when he is
tried, ne shall receive the crown of life," suggestingan eloquent discourse on the temptations of
lire, the trials of poverty and the blessed results of
afflictions in general in the eventual buss of portedtrust lu God.

Tnx Wki.sii mBTfioris: CHCRcn..The Rev. II.
Powell, pastor of this church, situated in Thirteenthstreet, between Se ond and Third avenues,
preached a sermon in Welsh yesterday afternoon,
the object, of who h waa to prove that the Holy
Chost Is the chief Mover in the Church; that to
the Paraclete Is to be ascribed all success. The
text was irom the sixth and seventh verses of the
fourth chap'er of Zechanab."Then he answered
and spake unto me. saying, This is the word of
the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might,
nor by power, but by my sp rit, saith tie Lord of
hosts,"
The possibility of a new >. of inconvertible

paper I regard imUi a rruueineiu and anxiety, and,
in my judgment, Fish an u-.nw ironid be a detrirnentand a shame. Cu ki rf St mnik.
vf
TlROAbwiv Tabernacle..Thismagnffl' ent buildingwas in the morning yesterday fllled by a largo
and reverent congregation. The pastor, Rev.
William M. Taylor, U. D., preached, taking as his
text Lnke, tv., 4."Man shall not live by bread
£|0A6a but hi the word of God.'1 The sermon waa

NEW TO
an able exposition of the blblicate condition of
mail's Hie.trust in and obedieuoe to (rod, in conjunctionwith the use of means afforded to u*.
Even as the body is supplied with bread so ia the
spirit supplied with trie word of God; uud
' whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do,
we do all to the glory of God."

West Presbytisman C'iiorch..There was a
moderate atteudauce at the morning service yesterdayin tills beau;iful ediUce. The pastor. Kev.
Thomas 8. Hastings, occupied the pulpit. The text
taken was irom Jo'o, xv., 11."Are the consoiathns
o! God small with thee!1 is there any secret thing
with thee?" The preacher, after soino preliminaryremarks on self-contidouoe and spiritual
pride suggested by the context, proceeded to
demonstrate tae manifold and hopeiul consolationswhich the ail-wn>e goodness o. God affords to
mankind. |
Chuboh ok the Holy Trinity (Harlem) ..The

rector, Itev. Mr. McVickar, preached irom Psalms,
ex., l. He spoke ol the origin o! l*ulm Sunday and
how Christians should love to keep It. It should
bring to mind the mediatorial works of Christ, the
holy Passover, with blood to sprinkle the mercy
seat, and to ask God's pardon lor pas; iniquities.
it tuners in the day when Christ sat at the table of
tlie Last Supper, when He was at Gefhsemane, of
the tempest ami woes offal vary, of the rest in the
tome, 01 the days lollowiug lite rays of light mid
the dart storm.

Church of tuk Holy Saviour..rev. a. b. Carter,
the rector, preached on the subject of ' Christ's
Triumphal Kutry into Jerusalem," taking for his
text Lu\e, xix., 37. 3S. The world, he said, would
hardly recognize the descent from the Mount of
Olives as a triumphal procession. It was almost a

parody, but Christ, he proved, came not to show
the majesty and glory of the kingdom above; came
not as a mighty potentate, but illustrated In His
life that true humility of heurr is the noblest oful'
virtues. The service abounded with music most
artistically rendered.

First Baptist Church..At the First Baptist
church. Park avenue and Thirty-niutli street. Rev.
Dr. Thomas D. Anderson, the pastor of the church,
delivered the morning sermou before a numerous

congregation. He chose lor his text the flity-tlrsc
aud flit.v-second verses of the eleventh chapter of
Sc. Johu:."And this spake he not of himself; but,
being high priest tnat year, he prophesied that
Jesus should die lor that nation; and not lor that
nation only, but that also he should gather togetherin one the children of God that were scatteredabroad," j
South Reformed Chukcu..Rev. E. P. Rogers,

the pastor, occupied 'he pulpit, and preached on
the "Duties of Christian Ministers," taking for Ins
ici.1 I./.cmci, A.VAII., o. mun wo i ULU;JCI UUU

warn tlie people." The text anil its context were a

picture or war. The trumpet used in w.ir sounded
notes of warning, attack, assault, retreat or re.

Joicing In victory, as ttie case might he. It was
neces.-ury. to strUe the right note. From this
illustration, as a basis, he indicated the duties of
min sters of the Gospel, as God's trumpeters, to
sound notes of aiarw to sinners anil call them
to repentance.
CHritcn of TnE Covenant..Rev. Marvin R.

Vincent, D. D., yesterday morning preached at the
Church of the Covenant, corner of Thtrty-flfth
street and Park avenue, belore a large aud fash-
ionabie congregation, choosmg for his text St.
Like xvl, l and 8."And Ue said unto His discipies,There was u certain rich man, which had a

steward; aud the same was accused unto him that
he had wasted tils goods." 1

"And 1 say unto you, Make to yourselves friends
of the mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye
lail they may receive you into everlasting habitations."
Trinity Church..The altar of Trinity church

was draped with purp e yesterday in commemorationof our Lord's passion. The congregation was

unusually large. The pastor, the Uev. Morgan
Dix, preached on the gospel oi the day.Christ's
triumphant entry into Jciusalem and the Ignominiousdeath which was aw ailing liim. He said
UTe are now permitted to commemorate again toe
bleared passion ol our Lord. Human life is short
and uncertain, said the preacher, and be prayed
that his bearers would be always ready to meet
flieir Lord, whether they lived or died, wben He
shiuid come in tne glory of Ills majesty to judge
both the quick and the dead.

The possibility of a new issue of inconrertibtv
paper J regard with amazement and anxiety, and.
in my jtidgriterU, each an issue irould be a detrimentand a shame..Charles Sumner.

CHURcn of tiie Heavenly Rest..Rev. Robert S.
Ilowland preached on lukewarm Christianity,
choosing as his text Revelations, ill, 15 and 16.
Among men, he began, there are those who never
show remarkable excellence, on the one hand, nor

anything lor scandalous tongues, on the other.
This medium, lukewarm character is not oiten noticedwhere tnere has been either sickness or suffering.On the Judgment Day it would seem to be
hard to tell whether they are wheat or tares. They
are not saints, but they are very fair men. Why
should not Christ judge them as leniently as the
world does f Because Christ calls us out of the
world to elevate us.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church..The services
at St. Paul's Episcopal church, Clinton street,
Brooklyn, yesterday morning, were more than ordinarilysolemn, impressing the congregation very
lorcibl.v with the sanctity of the season that Palm
Sunday commemorates. The prayers were read
by Rev. Dr. Drowne. terminating witn the fine old
hymn from Monk's collection, "Ride on! ride on in

majesty I" alter which Dr. Drowne preacned a

very leeling sermon, tuning for his text the fortyfourthverse of the twenty-third chapter of St.
Luke's Gospel."And it was about tne sixth hour,
and there was a darkness over all the earth until
the ninth hour." A very noticeable leature of the
service at this church is the singing bv the chorIlsters ol the processionals.

Madison Atente Presbyterian CnrRcn..Rev.
Dr. Adarns preached yesterday morning to the
usually large and lashionable congregation. Ilia
subject was Christ's interpretation of ills mission,
and his text Matthew, xvi_, IS."Whom do men
say that 1 the Son of man amy" Ue said that
Christ, though lie associated with sinners, did not
affiliate with them. There Has no guile on Ills
lips. Christ told Ills disciples plainly who Lie was;
that He was the Messiah.the Christ ol wnom
Moses had written and David sung, and whose comingthe prophets had loretold. lie showed the
propriety of Christ making this revelation to His
disciples, and the results of such revelation as
manllested through all the centuries since.

I Unity CiurEL (Harj-km)..."Rational Religion''
} was the subject of Rev. Mr. Clarke, who took for his
text the words of Paul, "Prove all things; hold
fast to that which is good." He said that Paul was

tne first Christian rationalist. The RelormaUon
was an outbreak of reason. Kvery distinctive
development of Protestantism, Irorn Luther to
Theodore Parker, was in the line of rationalism.
Dut Protestants have never been but half true to
tneir own principles. They denied a live Pope,
but put a printed one in Its place. They made two

mistakes in contending for an unnecessary inlaid|blllty, and the right of private judgment with the
ability that education and moral insight give. Ito:testant freedom is that of a flock of sheep in a

pasture, with wolves prowling without the walls.

Christ Cherch.At Christ Church, corner of
Tiilrty-fllth street and Filth avenue, the congregationassembled was unusually large. The ltev. H.
M. Thompson, D. D.t preached the morning sermon,choosing his text from the ninth chapter of St.
Paul's Second KplstJe to the Corinthians, tiftn and
sixth verses, "Therefore I thought it necessary to
exhort the brethren that they wooid go before
unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty,
wnereof ye had notice before, that the same might
be ready as a matter of bounty, and not as of
coveteousness."."But this I say, he which sowcth
sparingly, shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountiiully, shall reap also bountifully."

Second Reformed Presbyterian CnrRcn..This
congregation, formerly worshipping on West
tleveuth street, between Sixth and SeventU ave[uues, and more recently in Continental Hall,
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having purchased the Jewish synagogue on Thirtyntuthatreet,between Seventh and Eighth avenues,
to be used hereafter aa their church edlflce, the
dedlcatlou of this budding yesterday was attended
by a lull meeting of members. The pastor, Rev.
Andrew Stephenson, D. !>., preached a sermon on
the benefits of early dedication of life to God and
the evils of spiritual neglect, his text being II.
Chronicles, xxxtv.. 1-7.the narration of the
earlier acts ol Josiah's reign.

The inxsltiUlty qj a new Issue Qt inconvertible
jxrper / ifijara irtt/i amazement and anxiety, and,
in my fudjmettt, such an issue iroulU tte a detrimentand a shame..Charles Sumner.

PILATE'S SCEPTICISM.
Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Mnlchahey on
PU«l«'i Scepticloin.To Believe in
Truth Easier Than To Believe In Falsehoud.TheBeauties of the Christian'#
Fuith and the Darkness of Scepticism.
The services at St. Paul's Episcopal church, corneroi Broadway and Vcsey street, yesterday, wero

of the peculiar solemnity demanded by the celebrationof Palm Sunday. Yesterday was the occasionol the first great Christian lestival since the
renovatiou of St. Paul's, The new embellishmentsare or a very chaste and beautiful character,particularly In the chancel, where the
mingling or blue and gold forms a very pretty
effect. Tue blue or the background Is rellevod
by pretty figures in gold, which are in the best
taste. Here and there a monogram oI the Initials
or the saint irom whom the church Is named,may
be seen, also neatly done In gold leaf. The puiptt
has been renovated, and a sounding board,
with the symbolic figure of tbe Holy Ohost in relievo,adds much to the effect of the voice. All the
appointments on tho altar, as well as in the
church, have a new look and are set off by the
cleanliness and fre-hness of the wails and balustradesof the gallery. Last evening the itev.
Mr. Mulcuahey preached a sermon on the
subject of Pilate's scepticism, taking his
text from John xvill., as . "Pilate saith
unto him, 'What :s truth.'" The preacher said
Wo cuiiuot say with positive certainty what were
the feelings of Pilate in putting this question; but
it is quite certain tuat he did not expect an
answer. He put It cither in jesting captlousuess
or else In gloomy despair.cither as one who did
uot care whether or no there be any such thing
is truth, or else as one who had settled liiinsell in
ihe conclusion that a knowledge ol the truth cannotbe attained with any satisiactory degree of
:ert.Jnty. The latter Is the more probable. He
tad ben>re bun at tue tune a urisoner in rosnect of
whom tie was in grievous perplexity. An excited
mob were clamorously demanding this prisoner's
toiideintiatiou as a oiasphemer against tbeir Uod
ind a traitor to tile State. And yet ttic whole deiemeanorand iiistory of this prisoner were sncli
is to make Pilate /eel, not only that He was iuno;eut01 their charges, but also that there might be
loinething superhuman in His nature, his perplexityrespecting Him is shown by his conduct.
I'uts is very graphically pictured by Rooortsou, in
i serrnou ou the text, "Fust, he heats what the
people have to say; then he asks the opinion
>l me pnests, tneu comes buck to Jesus;
rom lilm goes again to the priests and people,
ends his ear, listens to the ferocity on the one
land and feels the beauty ou tbe other, balancing
between them. And tneu Ue becomes bewildered,
as a man 01 the world ts apt to do who lias no
[louudworK of religious principles, and hears
superficial discussions on religious matters and
iupertlcial charges and superficial slanders, till he
tuuws not whai to think." What could com out
>1 such a procedure but that cheerlcssness oi soul
;o which certainty respociiug anything and every-
ihiug nere on earth seems unattainable? What,
it short, but thut sad uieutal stale wnich is prop-
srly designated by the word "scepticism?" such,
.hen, seems to have been ins mood. And in such
u mood, when lie heard the very prisoner colore
.mi >p.'at:, with ca'tn, majestic serenity, oi truth
ts the very end and purpose of life { when he heard
turn declare, "To tlnaeiid was I bora and lor this
;ause came I luto Be world, thut 1 snoiild bear
witness unto the trutn. Livery one thai is oi the
truth beareth mv voice*1.oh, there was nothing m
aim a'tuned to sucu a tone, and t.ie uucstion.
"WUiit 13 truth r" broke irom him In a
sad, bitt >r, sarcastic oigh. "What is truth?"
VMio knows anything about it? Wno hae it*
wuo can be certain whetuer he has it or not? The
question was not put to get an uuswer, lor he went
immediately ou' and did not wait lor an answer.
It was not put lor the sake of ridicule, lor he went
on to say, "1 liud no tuuit in Him." inure was sarcasmin it, but it was "that uiuuruiti:, bitter sarcasm,which hides inward unrest in sneering
words.that sad irony, whose very laugh rings 01
inward wietchcdiiess." And now, in pursuing the
subject, I have to sav:.
First.That this state of scepticism in respect to

religious truth is the saddest, the most unha py
and disheartening state into which oue can get.
It is better, tar better, to be a misbeliever than an
unbeliever; belter to be mistaken in the o sect of
one's tuiiu inan to have no laith. For the moment
that faith is gone, the moment that one settles
down into the conclusion that there Is no such
Hung as truth, or no ascertainment of it, that momentMl Life is left without any guiding principle
and without any high aim; and oue of two
wretched results will surely loliow. Either he will
become a mere trlller, or else a gloomy and malignanthater of everything that Is accredited as
truth. Oi course, he win then regard all wno profess
to hold and believe In such trutn as cither hypocritesor tools; and this universal distrust 01 others
can scarcely nelp reacting to foster dishonesty in
liiui-ell. lie is only playing the same game that
others are piaymg lor the same selfish ends; or
else he assumes a tone of lofty superiority; deals
out coarse and harsh invectives against bigotry
and narrow-mindedness; plumes lnmsolf on his
luieratity ot sentiment and lus tieedom from sectarianprejudice and sectarian cant; while, in
truth, he Is steeped to the very lips in the bitter-
est malignity against all who dissent In the least
irom his unbelief. What a wretched state ol mind
and heart Who would willlngiy sink into it? Who
would not be glad to know and anxious to hold
last to the principles of thought and lite whioh will
preserve turn from it? Give me, tneD, your attentionwhile I endeavor to indicate and illustrate
some or these principles. First ol all, then, let it
be settled us a fundamental and unfpiesrionaule
principle that in religion, as In every kind of
science, there is such a thing as absolute truth.
There either is. or else there is not one living and
true God; and He either has or else He has not
made that revelation ot His nature and His
will which is contained In the books ot Scripture
and proclaimed in the preaching and the sacramentalministrations of the Churcu. There can bo
no other alternative, no compromise which can
mitigate lu the least the opposition between these
positions, one ol thein must he true.true as
matter of absolute tact, altogether independent of
any notions ol ours.and the oilier must be as absolutelyfalse. It is not a question between dliferentsets or phrases oi opinions, either oi winch
may be held or rejected in the way ol mere speculation.It Is not a balance oi supposititious or tlieoreticainotions, out it is a simple unmitigated
alternative oetween absolute truth and sheer
downright falsehood.
Secwui.It must tie held, therefore, in the second

place, as a settled principle that belief of the
truth and nothing but the truth in this matter la
of vital importance. Pilate's question is often put
nowadays.whether put by him or not.in such a
spirit us a sneer at the lolly ol insisting ou any decidedconviction in religious doctrine or fact.
"What is truth »" it is usked. "Who need care lor
that? What difference does it make whether
we believe in one God. or in three gods, or in
twenty, 11 we only live godly ? What mutters It
whether we hold all the articles of the (Jbrlstian
faith an contained In the Apostles' creed or doem
tins faith no better than antiquated superstition,
provided only that our conduct accords with good
principles ? O; ol wiiat importance ean any dogmaticshades or degrees ol belief be provided oniy
that we are sincere in what we do hold f"

Kor modes of laith let graceless zealots fight,
IIh can't he wrong whose life is in the right.

This sounds very plausible and finds an easy currencywith toe oweless and superficial, initone
must be very careless and superficial not to sec
ill at its plausibility is not thui of truth, but of
wretched lallucy. For it ought to be understood
by every one who thinks at all, or assumes to
know ativtldug, about religion, that in both Its
unction aud its subject matter laith is something
quite distinct from, and al ogether superior to,
mere opinion. Theie are, unquestionably, in re-
ligion, as in every other department of life and
rhiaii/iiL. a thousand subjects wincn are nrntterlv
matter* of opinion; but here, an elsewhere,
they are only such matters as areuncertainand Indcterminub.e. In assigning
them to the province of opinion we determine
them to be such. We do not protean to have certainknowledge respecting thein, but only a probablejudgment. He are or the opinion, that la, we
think, on the whole, irom the degive ol evidence
afforded us, that they arc so and so; but concede,
or ought to concede, to others who may see them
from u UilTerent standpoint or under different
degrees ol cviuence, the right to an entirely dlfforeutopinion. Hut laith, and especially religious
faith, is quite distinct irom this, Kalth is not
what one thinks or conjectures, but what one
believes, and the subject matter ol belie! la not
that which Is deemed to be presumable but that
which is recognized as accredited ract. Keuglous
faith is the assent of the mind and heart to the
truth which Qod has revealed. Tins truth Is externalto ns. It remains the same whether we
helleve it or not. It does not depend upon and Is
not at all affected by our thoughts or sentiments,
but sureiy, if it be revealed, and II we be living in
the light, of that revelation, we must be responsiblefor Its reception, and it most make a very
great difference in our character and on our destiny
wnether we receive and coniorm to it or refuse to
do so. There are certain truths in the revelation
of nature. They are the truths or nature, and,
whether men have mith lu them or not. doe* not
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alter nature, out It does seriously affect men. It
is u truth, lor example, that, while many of the
earth'H products are nutritious others are polsouoiih.Mow. one may have Out a very tmper ect
knowledge o: all thut is luvolvert in this general
truth, and bis practical use ot It may be proportionuUly restricted, but faith in the truth will
keep him irom presuming beyond but knowledge,
and so insure Ids safety. Itut if, ou the otner
hand, one determines lor himself to Ignore this
truth and In 1st* on making his own individual
taste and opinion the sole rute lor deciding on
what he shall eat or drink, his faith is positively
wrong.that is, it is faith in lus own setf-snill lency
and infallibility, Instead 01 in tue real tact, anil it
would not be very surprising U he should go ou to
choose iho sweetness of poison, In which case he
wonid have nobody but hi instil to blame in its consequences.sufferingafnl death. Precisely so In
the revelation ol grace. The subjects or this revelationare God's truths.truths that do not depend
upon and are not at all affocted by the uotlons or
fancies of men. For instance, mat there is one living
aud true God; that He is our Almighty Creator
and Father; that He cares tor us, loves us, yet
holds us accountable by the laws ol righteousness ;
that when we had tallen under the power of sin
Lie sent His only begotten Sou to take our nature
upon Him, and In it fo live aud die lor us; that in
the person or Christ Jesus was uou me sou
Incarnate and dwelling in our ilesh; tnat Ills Hie
was lor us a true Ihltiiilug of tlie law of righteousness,ills death a true propitiution and satisfactionlor our transgressions; that He rose irom the
dead and ascended again to the right haud ot the
Father lu Heaven, where He now liveth to intercedelor us; that before Uisaaccuslou Ho ordained
and constituted sacramental ordinances.oue for
initiation into His religious economy and another
for coutiuuod fellowship and communion lu its
spiritual Hie; that so was established for uulversal
nud perpetual extension His Church on eartn,
"widen is His body," the habitation of His regeneratingand sanctifying Spirit, in which He is revealedaud imparted to every faithiul soul as the
way, the truth and the life, aud that the conditionsof everlastiug salvation are thus proifercd
to every oue of us. These, and such as these, are
the truths revealed. They are truths whether we
receive them or no. II we had never received a
revelation of them we should not be neld respon;sibie for beliel in them; but surely no one who is
not blinded by miserable seli-dccelt can lad to see
that if a revelation ol them have been vouohsa'ed
rrom heaven, aud u we have been placed by Cod's
providence within the light or that revelation, it
does, It must, make a moiueutous and vital Uiirereuceto us whother we rightly believe them or no.
1', in the light of such a revelation, you Uirow
yoursell back on your Individual fancies and
opinions, aud determine to exercise your Independenceby trusting in aud lollowlug them, you
do not, and cannot, change the truth iu the lea.-t
by your conclusions, out you put yoursell, in relationto the dispensation of Divine grace, in a positionprecisely analogous to that of the case previouslysupposed In relation to nature. In assumingthat position, it is clear, iu tue first place, that
the mental temper is wrong. It is an attitude of
absurd sell-conceit.ap assumption that, you have
suttlcieut wisdom and strength in yourself to stand
apart fioin all the common relations ol the
economy in which the Div ne providence has
cast your lot; that you can subsist without
dependence 011 any ol us resources, and lind
your way clearly without accepting its light. The
vanity 01 such au assumption is not more remarkblethan us tolly, and these are botli surpassed, if
possible, under the claims of the Christian revelation,by its Ingratitude. For nere the withholding
of tatth involves not only rejection of truth, but
also repudiation ol a Person, and that Person,
Hun who claims to be the only begotten Son ol
GnSI incarnate lor oar salvation. IDs claim to our
laith involves also claims to oar deepest gratitude
and our most dutiful and loving devotion; claims
to the homage of alt that we are and have, to toe
entire submission ol ourselves aua all that is ours
to Ills service, under the direction and guidance
ol ills holy spirit. And it is uot possible lor j ou
to withhold faith from Him without its involving,
as a consequence, the roms.il ol your gratitude
aud your allegiance; It Is not possible to be dehcieutin your laith Without an exactly proportionatedetraction irom all your religious principles
and affections. To these considerations it. Is 10 be
added now mat there is no doctrine wnicli comes
to us as a doctrine of revelation.1 mean, simply,
ou that assumption, no article of the Christian
laith which is not. In Its very nature, It true
at all, of the utmost practical consequence.
lake the great fundamental truth of
all revealed religion.that there is one Almighty
aud Kverluscirig Cod, in whom aud by whom and
to whom are all things. This, if It be a truth.a
truth the knowledge of which involves obligations
lar beyoud that of a mere theoretical opinion.it
demands the dovotion of ail our laculties to linn,
and our most implicit trust 111 Him. And, on the
other hand, we cannot disbelieve it without being
leit, in our uubeliet, without Cod in the wond;
and our very existence becomes to us, in consequence,a mere accident ol tffiie.without principle,
without dovotion, without hope. So wnh tue revealedcnanuster of cod, the doctrine of the
It,hie in relation to ilis attributes of omnipotence,
omnipresence, omniscience, goodness holiness,
justice and mercy. If your beliei strip Hun ol any
oi these attributes, or substitute others of a characterinconsistent with them, It is plain that both
your serv ce tn relation directly to Htm, and also
your whole character in all its relations, must, in
so iar as you are true to your belief, be especially
atfected. So with any ol tne doctrines
which are distinctively Christian; the alternativeis the same between truth and
falsehood, and the practical coustquciices
are just as diverse. It the doctrine of tne divinity
of Christ be true, it involves the duty o, Honoring
Hiin even as we honor the Father, liul 11 that
doctrine bo not true, then the rendering of such
honor unto film is nothing else than downright
(,l,d..ln- Vf thn rlA/itfinc ai »lir> utAnnmaliF It is itlQ

blood be true, it demands repentance o( fin and
implicit fan.li in iliui for salvation; n it be not true,
Buch repentance is needless und sucn faith vain,
it the doctrine oi the resurrection and future judgmentbe true, it is our wisdom and our duty to
live as they that must give account lor an inheritance01 eternal lue; if it be nut true, we may as
well adopt as our motto."Let us eat aua drink,
for to-morrow we die."
When such alternatives are at issue it must not

be pretended or thought tu.it it is unimportant.
tnai it is less than vluily important.to know and
believe the truth. This, then, we repent, should
be held ever as a settled, fundamental principle
that a true beuei.belief, that is, uf the trutn.in
religion, is not a matter ot indifference, but ol the
uttu ost importance.
Third.and now there is a third fundamental

principle, wnicn is this: That in religion, as in ml
science, the truth is to lie authenticated by eertaiu
legitimate rules, and has its vitality in organic
Institutions. There is a lur^e and quite pretentiousclass of religious philosophers in these days
who are continually talking about "searching mr
the truth," as H the truth were something which is
adnlt somewhere in the wide universe, and which
every individual is to spend his life in seeking.
each one in his own way and on his own account.
But, surely, there are some things tried and proved
in religion us in everything else. Trutn lias laws
und principles which are settled, and which are not
to be ignored and continually reargued, but. on the
contrary, to t»e accepted and relied upon wttli uudoubtingassurance, suppose one should adopt a
similar philosophy in the matters of the present
111c. Suppose we should lake tl:e ground that
every man must find and test tor himself all truth.
Suppose wc should compel every oue to llnd out lor
himself whether fire will uurn, whether water will
drown, whether there be any such thing as poison
and what are Its effects; whether It really makes
any difference what we eat or drink, aua in all
otner mutters demand from every man.nay,
from every bov and girl.the exercise ol
the s.iinc right ol private judgment.it
is quite probable that it would not be very long
beiore our philosophy would, by its own practical
conclusions, effectually demonstrate its absurdity.
No, brethren, truth is not thus adrift, without
local habitation or name. It is not thus subject
ever to individual empiricism. It is established in
laws and inattentions. It has tlie uttestation Ol
testimony und the prescription of common consent,aud woe to titm who presumes, without very
good reason, to contradict any laot or doctrine
winch is substantiated by the weight ol concurrentauthority To do it under any circumstances
is to assume a tremendous responsibility. True,
It is possible, that a doubt of some principle.
which is apparent!/ thus established, may cross.
nor only that, but lodge itsel/ in one's mind, ana
evidence against it, seemingly new und credible,
may come to him or flash upon him, and then his
Individual responsibility requires that lie should.
not plunge at once into general scepticism, nor
suffer his mind to betake Itself Indefinitely and
superficially to tue entertainment ol all sorts of
questions and doubtlul disputations, but
give himself, with all his capabilities,
under a lull sense of all the responsibilitiestbat God has laid upon nun, with 11
laithlui and conscientious use of all sources of
light anil all means and tests of knowledge, to the
investigation o: just that point -to search out the
ground ol his doubt and determine the worth of
his evidence; and It Is possible that, in the process,the old truth may become to him a demonstratedlalseliood. But he must be an exceedingly
vatu and presumptuous person wtiodocs not shrink
lrom such a position, or who can enter into it
without most prolound deference to the overwhelmingpresumption of prescript authority
which stands against him. The true spirit, then,
the spirit which mr the attainment ol both truth
and happiness we should all cherish, is not tbat of
/'iiate, winch puts one continually In a questioning
and donbting attitude, but it is that ol the modest
und deferential dtsctpie, quick u> receive, apt to
believe and predisposed to implicit faith in all
legitimately established authorities. It is a gloomy
and a w retailed thing to lose this faith or 10 have
It unsettled. There is a conceit which young men
are apt. especially, to entertain, and which there
are peculiar influences at work in onr time to
luster, tout scepticism is a proof of strong mindedness,something that they may be proud of. But
It is a miserable delusiou.a deluston which
a larger knowledge and a deeper experience
ot life reveals to lie miserable In its character and
Its effects. It is no prool of liiteliectnal strength;
it is but surface work to doubt, to go on lrom
doubt to disbelief Is to go somewhat deeper; but
dlsbeliei may require no real thought, no knowledge,no honest judgment.nothing bat an untrue
conscience, a depraved taste ana a perverse will.
These are quite sufficient to lead any one who submitshimself to their guidance into the lowest
depths oi religious unbelief. But to have a well
grounded taith ; to have proved the worthlessness
and futility oi sceptical speculations; tohavecumo
to a clear apprehension of tne (acts and the responsibilitiespertaining to ail our relations, both
temporal and eternal; to recognize and duly appreciatethe evidences of history, of propueoy, of
miracle, of natural analogies, of divinely establishedapd providentially perpetuated ltulituvtuu;
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to have come through doubt, through difficulty,
through the rtrawhai It* ol o.trual conoeit and seupleaslng,by real earnest thought and stuff and
praver(ui striving, unto the knowledge 01 God In
Chrlai; to be able to say honestly, with a noble hero
ol old, "1 know whom 1 have believed, an i tin persuadedthat He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him".this requires, 11 not intellectualstrength, at least intellectual and spiritual
integrity. A.id it is itsell a ground ami source of
strength. "lo believe,'' Rohertaoa well says.and
on this point I quo'e the more gladly irom him, as
one never suspected ol uny tendency toward a too
credulous faith."To believe Is to be strong.
Douot cramps energy. Belief is power, (inly so
lar as a man believes strongly, mightily, can he
wt rliaAi iiillc.., ... I h it lu wo.Mi rinlmr.

* * The only manly tumg, the onl.» strong J
thing. Is lalth. it in noi no lur as ft tuuu doubts,4
but so lar us ue believes, that he cau uctueve or
perfect anything. 'All things are possibu to hi in
that believeth.' " Nevor count hun a beaeiactor,
then, but c nsldor hl:n, ruther, as yoir worst
enemy, who trifles with or in any way endeavors to
unsettle your faith. Anil never, on your part, bo
false to It.
Never allow yourself to be an imitator of Pilate

In asking, eeeptically, "What is truth ?" But Id
your spirit ever be attuned to Itud its Iraest expressionin the psalm of lalth:.

Lord, forever at Thy stile,
l*i my plate anil portion be;

Strip idc 01 the robe of pride,Clothe inc viith humility.
Meekly- muy my soul receive
All Thy spirit hath revealed;Thou husl spoken.I believe.
Though the oracle be sealed.

Ifiimhle as a little child
Weaned from the mother's breast,

By no subtlety beguiled,
On Thy faithtul Word I rest.

The possibility of a new issue of imonvertible
paper 1 regard with amazement and anilely, and,
in my Judgment, such an issue would le a delriiment and a shame..Cuarlks bennek.

PLYMOUTH OHDBOH.
Mr. Betrher on Love.1The Power Wlileh
Makes Man Like God.How the PlymouthCongregation Took the Verdict
of the Conneil.
On entering Plymouth church yesterday morn-

ing, twenty minutes before the commencement of
services, one strange to the plaoo would probably
have been surprised by the buzz of hall-suppressed,
eager voices. On all sides excited brethren and
sisters were communicating to ncighbcrs the re-
suits of the late session of the Congregational
Council, which had closed Its labors in the small
hours of the morning. Some broujht their
Uekalds with them and were reamng its reportand the editorial comments, and ad who oc-
cupied the already mostly filled pews we re discussingIn an excited way the acts and counsels of
the ecclesiastical body whfoh they Heemed to consideras convened to squelch the Plymoith pastor
and throw discredit on the discipline and morale
of their church. Little of the conventional awe
of a house of worship appeared to check tho
Plymouth dock In their free criticism in the meeting
bouse upon what they consider as unwarranted
meddling in tneir aiTairs. They havlug seen fit to
quietly drop from the church rolls a person who
had voluntarily severed his church connection four
years before, without bringing him before the Con-
gregational bar and thrusting him from the pale
with the anathemas of excommunication, they hold
that under their form of organization the.r alone
are competent to decide npon such action, and ask
neither consent. Indorsement or counsel of sister
churches in the matter, especially as It is understoodthat tne diuretics which now seek to lmpngn
their action have In many cases done precisely the
same thing, without doubt or question of its proprietyor their right. So tar as the Council exoneratedPlymouth church from censure m the matter
at issue the verdict was accepted as well enongh
by Us critics in Plymouth church assembled; but
where the conclave assumed to advise the garrison
of the rock as to their future course, it was plain
ro see and easy enough to hear irmn all portions of
the throng iu the body of the sanctuary and Its
wide galleries a decided expression of dissent and
disapproval.
Mr. Beecher came In, as usual, at the rear entranr»n throw hia unft hat nnnn thn flr.r.r anri if 111 nc.

lng upon the floral wealth arranged upou either
hund, threw his cloak coat luto tlie pastoral chair
and sat upon It, busying himself tlnaln: tils liymus
and turning down tlie leaves in tne New Testament
wnere lie intended to read his text and the morn-

lng lesson. As tlie clock opposite the choir pointed
to half-past ten, John Zundie, the gray-haired old
Swiss, who tor so many years has presided at the
noble organ, commenced a prelude which seemed
a musical rendering of tlie spirit oi Plymouth
church, and its

ANSWER TO TIIE ECCLESIASTIC CHALLENGE,
He played what resembled a bugle call to action,

chauging sweetly and grandly into a triumphal
march and a ptean of victory; the whole trained
on an air of tonchlngly melodious love and harmony.Then followed the grand anthem by the
lull choir-"Blessed be God and the Father 01 our
Lord Jesus Christ," Miss Lunar, singing
the solos.in which Christians are bidden to "love
oue another." No distinct mention was made or
tae Council iu Mr. Ueecuei 's prayers; but wneu he
read the thirteenth chapter o( First Corinthians,
which he ternied the "charter 01 the Christian
Church." substituting the word "love" for "charity"through the chapter, It was evident enough
what was in his mnrd. He named as his text 1.
Corinthians, L, 18-^6. inclusive, in which Paul states
that the nreacluhd tl,e cross Is, to tliem t at
perish, loolisluiesar but unto the saved, the wisdom
oi God. He continues to state tUat cod's plan of
salvation was based not upou Greek philosophy or
Hebrew scholarship nor tno learuiug oi the dialecticianswho disputed and taught xu the streets
of the various cities, but upon the wisdom and
power of God. Paul, suid Mr. Ucochcr, seems, in
the opening of this letter to the Corinthians, to
hurl a deflance against all intellectual excellence.
lie enumerates the several classes of learned
men of the time, aud says explicitly
that Balvatlon conies not through their
wisdom.It comes by the power or divino
love. God makes the worldly wise seem foolish by
the presentation oi salvation by Christ. He does
not in this uuuervalue the uses oi science. He
don't touch that question. He simply announces
that the spirit ot the New Testament is the
superior value of the power oi the heart. It. gives
the disposition, the emotions, the primacy over
the intellect and knowledge. Men arc transformedInU) the Divine image by heart life. We
are not called to choose between the heart and the
intellect, but to use the one before the other, to
use the intellect in increasing our power of loving.
We are to construe the teachings oi history as
enforcing the duty of love to God and man. rue
iruit oi the iSplnt is love, Joy, peace. Without love
all lailh, zeal, fidelity lo party or doctrines is only
relative. The great tragedy or truth is based on
rock. Love, which wouid sacrifice sell for
another's good, is the loundatioii of the divine
system taught by Paul. "When 1 was a child," ho
blljn, i thi#«tjjiii# hpi u, iiuuu," uui tuu iuii: vi vtiiinb

has taught ine a hinder wisdom. Counl Newton,
alter fathoming the motions of tbe planets and
weighing worlds, have been Induced to go back
Into the nursery and be amused with a string and
a top?

love aiantcrn.
Faith, hope, love.these will endure til! eternity.

The heart remains. 1'he Intellect and Its knowledgetpass away and chunge. We are to develop
in this life Christ's disposition. He came not to
the great, the wise; lie came to cull men from iho
tiesh Hie to tbe liie of the spirit which exalteth
Itself In love; to work out wltn Justice liberty.
Love Is the gteat architect of the world's reconstruction,not wisdom. Love evolves all with justice,liberty. This great truth of divine love in
the human soul is to lilt us up to sympathy with
Cod. It must be developed with lervor. "Love
God with all thy strength and thy neighbor as thysell."This is to be the rule. Every household on
earth says amen to this command. What so sacredas lather, mother ? The household was the
primitive Church and is the model 01 the Church.
All Its ministrations arc based on the foundation
of love. To call all the world to love Is dittereut
irom calling It to orthodoxy. To plough the ground
simply to raise a crop of weeds would be poor
fanning. The proper evidence of Curlstlan experienceis love. The new birth requires love. One
may exhibit iait.li, zeal, orthodoxy; but without,
love there is bin a miscarriage. It Is not enough
to creep; one must learn to walk, to fly, to love
ills.neighbor as himself. Only love has a right to
say

J AM SOYBfttltlN.
It has the right to be the vicegerent of Ood. Tills
spirit must come with power. It has had sporadic
maiiiiestations; it. must become prevalent as the
atmosphere ol our Christian llie. It must ue constantand spontaneous. I'rldc reaches for the
sceptre, saying to love get thee behind me; and
vanity uud reverence lor authority says in love,
"pat off thy shoes, this Is holy ground." lieauty,
with quick appreciation of harmless Joys, claims
to be supremo in the soul; yet God exalts love 10
rule the earth. No joy alone is like the Joy of a
thousand hearts; no volco like the voice of a
multitude, bo churches are most powerful when
they have the consciousness of love pervading all,
the volco 01 love rising Irom each in concert. Is
this the atmosphere of churches now? When
such a spirit reigns all quarrels are forgotten, old
disputes and differences of doctrines disappear
like the snow before the April sun, which not all
March winds could blow away. All churches have
this evidence ol their lalth If tney love each otliey.
Orthodoxy la nothing If there is not love in t,tie
heart. WTien church joins to church In tnesr/irlt
ol love the element of humanity will he led lyito a
life ol higher moral qualities. Thi» Part hf the
plan ol God's providence. miii_

TIIE IMTBLLBCrrAI. BI.HWKNT
In society will help thia. It tends to Dn/dnp the
external barriers against vioe and wrogig. Knowi

daaalone will not ohaoce men Irom flush men

Into spirit men. Wo recognize us varae, bat tha
Intellect sliuuid be ttie servant, not the master.
Tne Heart should rate. 1 hold the ruver-e ol I
Uucitle's proposition. Intellect in.tv be the headlight;but the propelling power which ill ves the
rushing train is the loving heart. Jacob and Esau
struggled in their niothei's womb. 80 In the
churches we have the partv ol liberty and the one
of authority, in the llomish Church there la the
Old Catholic party, wi'h I'ere Hyaelntlie aud his
Geriuaa associates contending lor liberty in externalforms and usages. In the English Church are
four dtvislous, only waiting lor the bursting of a
hoop or two to lortn four churcncs. There
was a time when English Presbyteriansand Congre^atlonallsts had their disputes
and the sleepy old mate Church said, "Coiuo in to
me 1 will give you rest.*' Yes, the rest 01 slumber.
Hut now she is quaking with contention. In
France ad thinking men are ransacking the pagesol history to Qua the true luuctions ol church
and priest aud teacher. 80 everywhere

LHUitCU OKU ANIMATIONS AKK ON TKIAL.
They squabble together like a menagerie of

wild animals let loose to prey upon each other.
as tnougn tove uuu pumy ana sympathy were
not the crowu or alt spiritual, all proper
cliurrn inc. Kroin these are to sprout and
grow all Chrisuan graces. When churches are
pervaded with tins sympathetic affection they
cure little lor dinerenees oi lurtus or creeds, recognizingas brothers all who ure luihued with this
divine spirit 01 charity, this love which endurcth
all hardship lor the beloved, which sucriflces even
lne itscli to save another. 11 you have this yon
wih riot need to stickle about orthodoxy.

Ifut the true power oi the Church is not In orders
or ordinances. It is wirhin you. It is love. We
may build cathedral spires to kiss the sky, and
array our priesthood lu radiant majesty, like the
boy's bubbles, on which are painted all lorms ol
loveliness, but wtth a touch oi the haud. in the
twinkling or au eye. they vuuish, never to return.
For k,oOu years the example oi Christ has been held
up. teaching this world to suffer and conquer.
O world that will not see It We send missionariesto the heathen and quarrel at home. (Applause.)Yes, you enjoy me when 1 lay It on
others, but you are just us bad. (Auottier round ol
band clapping.)
In the name of religion men have been barned

and tortured. We have not learned Christ's lessonol love which lie tuught by dying for man while
he was yet a sinner. Wo trouble ourselves In
tlghtculug the hoops on an empty barrel or whose
contents have turued Into vinegar. This Is the
in of tlM age. Lore has the power to recluy all

errors. It Is the helm oi the soul.the pilot Dy
winch God will bring us into the haven of rest.
We mistake the power ol church organizations.
When you dip u bucket ol water iroin tho ocean It
Is still just as salt and as ueliled as the ocean irom
which it is taken, .^o in theOhnroh ,>ou are just as
greedy, as proud, as vain as out of It. what is
knowledge, eloquence, reason, compared to love f
What ure the questions that perplex us t How
shall we serve Christ r Who shall best imitate
Hunt He taut is meekest and smallest. He that
can luy down his Hie lor his leiiow. They shall sing
us birds which greet the morning with glad music.
JtlCir VlMCUn MI11U1 nan t»a mc nvug vi « u».S"»j

rustling water in the last day.

The possibility qf n new issue of inconvertible
paper I regard with amazement and anxiety, and,
in my jud'jment, such an issue would be a detrimeetana a sham'.chahias suxnkr.

EUSSO-GEEiiK CHAPEL.
Rsr. Father BJeriing on Repentance

and Self-Denial.
Yesterday ttie little Greek chapel on Second

avenue was tilled with worshippers, to whom
Father BJerriug discoursed on the dnties and
obligations of repentance and soll-deuiaL These,
he re,narked, are Christian virtues which men do
not love, hut which yet are necessary to unite as

to Christ eternally. When Christ said to the fishermenof Galilee, "Follow me," they left all and followedIlini. You, said Father Bjcrring, should
have like resolution. And now is the accepted
tune and now is the day of salvation. The season

or Lent is designed to lead our minds to a reconciliationwith God by the contemplation of the sufferingsof the Lord Jesus Christ for us. We should
therelore examine our hearts and find whether we

are sincere, for without the knowledge of ourselves
and of the mercilul God there can he no true repentancean J conversion. Nothing is more difficultthan to root out the self-love that lies deep in
every soul. It is therefore necessary to insure a
proper contemplation and appreciation or these
tilings that we withdraw ourselves irom the pleasuresand distractions o: the world. Thus oniy can
we hold intercourse with God. Tae ho v ssints ol
Old, i ather Ujerring said, shut themselves up from
tue world iu the holy season ol Lent. We should
do toe->ame; lor only In ti.e hour o, quietude can
we hear the blessed voice 01 the Bavionr, ami in
his communion only can we And pe ice such as the
world can neither give nor take a a ay.

u K MUST POKUKr THK world
if we would think 01 God. How otien is it, he
asked, that the only result gained by the attendanceon the public worship is a rehearsal of what
has been witnessed by the senses, and not amantiestationo! u renewed spirit and converted hecrt
by peni-ent prayers and resolutions to become
better and more holy. It is not customary in the
orthodox Church lor the priest to deliver sensationaldiscourses or prea h on boiler explosions,
gold panics aud political corruptions, it would be
a fraud against the Christian laiutly, who, instead
of being nourished with the Word of God, find only
au agreeable diversion of mind and deception in
the idea of naviug taken part in a real Christian
divine service, when in reality they were present
only at-a secular entertainment. Let us all exclaim
with the publican, from the deepest convictions ol
our guilt:."O God! be merciful to me, a siuner."
But tne acknowledgment of sin alone is not sufficient.A sincere repentance must be united witii
It. For repentance is the real conversion of tne
heart to God, without which all examination and
all conviction can avail notiilng, and without
which no one can receive irom God remission of
sins. Who am I ? What is my origin ? What will
be ray end f The consideration 01 these questions
tnc uuurcn 01 Christ imposes upon us mure iranicubirlyat tbe solemn time or Lent. The eternal
union with God in ills luflnite glory.ttiat glory ol
wlilcn tbe great apostle says, "No eye batti seen
nor ear beard".tbat Is to be

OUR FINAL DK.TINY.
To this end bare we been created, and the life ol

this mortal state is to be a preparation for immortality.The greater the patience with which tbou
bearest thy cross, the nearer art thou to eternal
ItUcity; the less thou curest for Its load, the furtherduest thou recede from It. Let us, then, work
wnlle it is called to-duy; the night cometh. when
no man can work. Tune Is short, but eternity hath
no end. Who among us here present, he anked,
may uot beiore the end of this year have to appear
be.ore the judgment seat of Christ f How many of
ns will live on earth ten yeurs hence f Perhaps
not one. "Cr.v 1" said a voice to the prophet
Isaiah, and he said, "What suait I cry f" and the
answer was:."All flesh Is grass, and all the goodlinessthcreoi ts as the (lower ol the Held. Tne
graaa withere th; the dower fadeth; but the word
01 our God snail stand forever." One trusts In his
money, the other in his reputation in society, the
third in his skill ; but whosoever will lind bis consolation,his joy in anything else but alone in the
dear oaviour, is a poor misguided mortal In

CONSTANT ANXIETY AND FEAR.
Ol coarse, as long as It lares well with them,

most men think they need no satvioar; but when
the ordinary pillars shake; when the lortuneis being lost and friends forsake
us; when tbe Lord takes from us our
dearest ones; when death comes npou us,
and must leave all, what shall we do f Then must
we leave associations not one of which would we
give up for Jesus' sake. That hour may come
sooner than we anticipate. Hut if our trust is In
the Redeemer. He will go with us. Go uot postponethy conversion till to-morrow, said tbe ,

preacher in bis exhortation, tbou knowest not
whether thou shalt live till to-morrow. Kven now
say."Father, I have sinned against heaven and
beiore Tuee, and aru no more worthy to be called
Tliv sou," and thy Father and Creator will receive
thoe again as His child lor the Redeemer's sake,
and thy soul shall be filled with unspeakable joy
and bliss.

ST. STEPHEN'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.
The Illuminated Croei in the Ileavena.
Termination of the Mi»rion by tha
Dominican Fathers Yesterday*
At the principal services bold yesterday forenoon

at tbe new and splendid edifice of tbe parish of St.

Stephen, corner of Summit and Hicks streets.
South Brooklyn, mass was celebrated by Rev.
Father Byrnes, and the sermon was delivered by
Rev. Father 1'owers, of the Order of Dominicans.
The regular choir was assisted by the O'Reilly
Band, the rnualo being very fine. The clergyman
prefaced his sermon by alluding to the fact that
the mission would be brought to a close at vespers
lu the evening, when the Papal benediction would
be given, which wonld convey a plenary indulgence
to all who had properly compiled with the regulationsof the mission. The occasion would also be
signalized by lighting up the Illuminated cross

which adorned the loity spire of bt. Stephen's
church.

DKSCRirnON OF TtlK II.LI/M1NATED CROSS.
The cross above alluded to and which has attractedwidespread attentiou In the city and baj.

being visible at tbe Narrows, was lighted for the
first time last week, it is the invention of Rev.
Father O'Kielly, pastor of tbe churcb, and was
made by Messrs. McLeese A KJtcben, of New York.
The pastor conceived tbo Idea of lorralng this
cross from tbe "ihlot light," and after months of
experimenting with various kinds of glass per- t
fectlon was attained. Tbe cross, which stands
upon a gilt ball at the summit of the spire, 210 reek
above the sidewalk, is two and a halfleet in height '

and rour leet in width. It la lormed of 760 diamond
shaped glasses. Imported trom Bohemia, which
are set in a framework of galvanised iron. In th»
.interior are a series of gas jets, which are lit uj»
by electricity. The cross was set In position bj
tbe sexton, Mr. Peter J. Oouveny. ,

The posnihUitv of a new issue Of inconvertible

paper I regard with amazement and ancristy, and.
in my Judgment, such an issue would be a dearie

1 ment and a shams..cbarlb spunk*
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