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ANUSENENTS TO-HORROW,.

GLOBE THEATRE,
Broadway. -'Mt‘IETY sl P M. ; closes at 10:30 P M.
Miss Jennle Hughes

LYCEUM THEATRE,
Fourtesnth street and Sixth avenus,—~THE GRAND
gﬁﬂus:. al S P M.; closes at lW:4s P, M. Miss Emily
ene.

GERMANIA THRATJI.R.
Fourteenth street. —ULTINO, at 8 P. M,

WOOL'S MUSEUM,
Proadwar, corner of Thirtleth umt-—‘rsn TICKET-
OF-LEAVE MAN at3P. M. THE OhGAN MAN, at 3
£ M., closes at W03 P. M. Mr. Dot.nuunk Marray.

METROPOLITAN THEATRE,
!Go mllﬂudwnr —VARIETY at8P M. tloses st 10:30

OLYMPIC THEATRE,
lr\u"ﬂl Broadway.—VARLETY, ags P, l. closes at 10 :45

GRAND OPERA TIOURE, ~
thiird street and Eighth avenuve.~THE BLACK
LOLS P M closesatll P M.

Twen
CLOU.

PARK THEATRE,
Broadway, between Twenty n.ru and Twentv-second
mm —uUILDED AEIH- AtS P M. closes ail0.3 P M.
John ¥. Haym

HEATRE OOIIQU‘E

T
Itn 8l Broadway.—VARIELY, at 5F. M.; closes at 10:30

BOOTH'S THEATRE

corner Twenty-third ltrvet and Sixth lnnu —RED
TAPE and ' HE WID.W HUNT, at 5P, M. closes st
W40 P, M, My, John = Ciarke.

ROMAN HIPPODROME,
'r\renlgdxm street and Fourth avemue.—FETE AT
PEKIN, siternvon and evening, at2 and 8

WALLACK's THEATRE,
'nrmlhni .—THE sHAUGHRAUN, at8 P. M. ; closes at
104 P, Mr. Boncicault

ERRACE GARDEN THEATE

Fifty-el th l!.mt and henum nnnnf'——h\nm'ﬂ'.
ats P. A ; closes &t 10:30 P. M.

NEW YORK STADT Tnsa
Bowerr.—DER FLEDKRMAUS, at

8 P ¢
1030 P, M. Miss Lina Mayr. R closes st

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE,
!'mtj' eighrh streei and? Broadway.—YORICK, at 8
Jl.nu. atlo:o0 P M, Miss Sara Jewett, Mr. Loals

BREYANT'S OPERA HOUSE,
Went Twenty-third mee':. near Sixth avenope.—NEGRO
g':;“'rthmr &c., at & P. M.; closesat 10 F. M. Dan

MRS F. B, CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE.
JANE rnu-;. at8 P. M. Miss Charlotie Thompson.

STEINWAY HALL,
Fourteenth street —CONCERT, at P, M. H. Butman.

BAN FRARCICO MINSTRELR,
Broadway, corner of Twenty-ninih street.—NEGRO
MINSIRELSY atB P. M.: :onlnmr M.

W PARK Tﬂ!&raﬂ. BROOKLYN,
THE HQUDLUH Mr. W A. Mestayer,

ROBINSON HALL,
Fixteanth sirest —SEGONE DULL CARE. Mr. Mao-

QUADRUPLE SHEET.
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From our reports this morning the probabilities
are lhat the weather lo-day will be fogqy, clearing
up later.

Wars Steeet YEsTERDAY. —Stocks were gen-
erally steady. Gold sold st 111§ a 1113
closing, however, at the former price. Money
vn call loans commanded 3 and 4 per cent.

A ProestriaN Feat.—To-morrow Mr. Judd
will make the difficult effort to walk five han-
dred miles in six days and a balf, under con-
ditions which ars elsewhere explained. Mr.
Judd is a well known pedestrian, and his
judgment in not attempting to rival Mr.
‘Weston's failure to accomplish the same dis-
tance is good. We trust he will walk into the
favor of the publie.

Prempent MacManon's Hir.—President
MancMahon has made a hit with his Message.
He has managed to make the radicals believe
that his position is adverse to the legitimists,
and to create the impression among the legit-
imists that he is against the radicals. Mean-
while he has contrived to ““favorably impress
the public generally.” The old soldier is a
shrewd politician after all, or he has capable
advisers,

Tae Rervericay Membess or CoNoness,
assembling in Washington, are sorely perplexed
with the political situation. They appear to
think that the President is responsible for
their late defeats, while the President holds
that Congress has been the deadweight upon
the parly. As between Congress and the
sdministration, however, the people have held
them to be a8 six for one to half & dozen for
the other.

CoxcErNivg “‘Fanewerrs,' —A weekly jour-
nal publishes a letter from Charlotte Cush-
man “‘to a gentleman in thiscity.”” Miss Cush-
man says: —‘In answer to your inquiries I
can only say that I am acting & series of en-
gagements in the different cities which will
probably be the last of my dramatic appear-
snces; but with regard to the place where I
shall take my final farewell, or whether I shall

take any farewell anywhere, it is impossible for |

me to say.'" It isnot possible this letter
can intimate that Miss Cushman intends to
play another “farewall engngement'’ in New
York !

Ax Erecrion Bruwpes.—In the county of
Bullivan nearly four thousand votes were cast
for Judge Miller, the democratic candidate for
the Court of Appeals, with the indorsement
“¥For Judge of the Court of Appeals.”” The
constitutional title of the office is **Associate
Judge of the Court of Appeals,” and the de-
fective votes were rejected by the State can-
wassers on the ground that ‘‘no such office ns
Judge of the Court of Appeals i known to the
constitution.” The error did not affect the
result, Judge Miller's pluralily over his re-
publican competitor, Judge Jobnson, being |
nearly forty-six thousand without the defec-

tive voles. But in a close contest such n |

The Coming Municipal Administra-
tion.

‘We have a little rufile in our city politics,
arising out of the odd notion of Mr. Laim-
beer. This gentleman is a member of the
Board of Charities and Correction. Among
his duties is the safe keeping of William M.
Tweed. Mr. Tweed has not been well kept.
He has been so badly kept, in fact, that Mr.
Laimbeer has not been able to sleep on ac-
count of it. He has been afraid that Tweed
would esceps. There is no reason why he
should not bave escaped long ago, Mr. Laim-
beer thinks, and we are really surprised that
the fallen Boss has not availed himself of his
many opportunities. It is possible he thinks
that it 18 better to be in New York in a prison
than to share the lonely exile of Harry Genet
and Tom Fields We do not know but that
the old Boss is right; for the spectacle of
Fields and Genet and the remainder of the
Tammany braves thrown upon the resources
of a French or Belgian town, amid
strange inces, motions, smusements and
customs, is about as sad as our
fancy can conceive. Blackwell's Island and
an oocasional call from the boys would be
heaven to it. So perhaps the old Boss does
not want to run awny. He knows New York
law, or he did, if matters have not alto-
gether changed, and anything may happen.
But if Mr. Laimbeer had any such fear he had
his remedy. It was and still is his duty to
remain at his post, never to lose sight of
Tweed, to take as many precautions as he
pleases sbout his prisoner’s security. As o
trus and honest servant of the people Mr.
Laimbeer should have remained on Blackwell's
Island and taken his own measures abount
Tweed's safety. He has the power, and it is
his duty. This resigning his duty and clam-
oring in the newspapers and beating about
among the Bohemians to be interviewed, and
making himself so much more virtuous than
the remainder of tae world, convinces us that
Mr. Laimbeer is a good deal of a humbug and
mistakes cant for duty, and cares more for
notoriety than anything else. Since hechooses
to resign, the sooner he is allowed to go the
better. Put a man over Tweed who will not
TUD AWAY.

Mr. Laimbeer, however, gives us an ex-
asmple which some of our ruling city chiefs
should follow. The coming Boss—we mean
Jobn Eelly—ruler of a free people by the
grace of Geod, and may God bless him, already
begins to puta severe pressure upon some
of the heads of departments. He intimates
they had better go without any further noise.
We think an invitation of this kind, under
the circumstances, is about as effective aa that
of a pirate captain who suggests to his captive
that he had better wnlk down the plank like
s gentleman and not wait until he is pushed
into the sea bya couple of resolute cutthroats.
Mr. Vance is a conservative man and wiil
probably give his whole time to making a
pleasant impression and showing how much of
a real Mayor he could be whenever a real
Mayor is wanted—and leave the bloody busi-
ness of decapitation and plank-walking to

Mr. Wickham, He will simply keep the
helm steady and look out for fires
and leaks until the new Mayor steps

on the quarterdeck. But at the same
time it wounld not be a bad idea tor Mr. Vance
to discover what the new progmmme will be
and set matters in train. The people ars im-

| patient for the new régime, and shrink with a

popular aversion - from its interregnum and
regency. We do not profess to know what
the raling minds of the Tammany party want,
but we can tell the leaders of the new admin-
istration what the people expect.

The first removal should be that of Mr.
Stern, of the Commission of Charstics.
There have been scandals ‘enough about this
officer's management—a belief in the exist-
ence of corruption and incapacity that makes
his further tenure a calamity. Mayor Wick-
ham does not want an administration of soiled
doves, pets of Tweed, creatures of the old
Ring, persons who are neither in exile nor in
jail because they are too obscure to be pros-
ecuted. Wherever there is a head of depart-
ment who holds his offica directly or indirectly
from the pomination or procarement of
Tweed and his plundering Ring, off with that
head! Mr. Wickham may well feel that from
that root no good, no wholesome efficient
life can come. He must strike the men
who robbed the city and the men who have
stifled it Having disposed of Btern and
the class he represents, and of whom we shall
speak more at length s the time draws near,
be must then turn to the remnants of the ad-
ministration which ended so selemnly at
Greenwood yesterday. Of its errors we shall
speak gently, as becomes a due reepect to the
dead; but it lives in the person of Andrew H.
Green, This officer—the Comptroller of New
York—is more responsible for the misgovern-
ment of the metropolis than the dead Mayor,
who trusted, sustained, and, in essential
things, obeyed him. BMr. Green’s policy of
stubbornness, imbecility and conniving st cor-
ruption makes him as inefficient and danger-
ous an official as Connolly, who named and
created him Comptroller. Mr. Wickbam, in
conjunetion with Mr. Tilden, can remove Mr.
Green. If be is not removed we shall feel
that the new administration begins with a
false pretence, and that Mr. Tilden is re-
sponsible for sacrificing his party and the
people to the impulses of old association and
personal friendship,

For among other reasons, and there could
be none higher than this, the whole office of
Comptroller, its coneeption, its functions, ita
extracrdinary and almost imperial powers, is
| & vioclation of republicanism. The Comp-
troller has powers which belong to no ruler in
the world this side of Russin. The wealth
and resources of this city, richer than many
kingdoms, are at his mercy. He ean do with
them as he pleases. The whole office is an
anomaly, a scandal and o menace, It was
made 8o in pursuance of the desperate resolve
of the Ring to take by fair means or foul the
city by the throat and hold it. Mr, Connolly

man most competent to execute the daring
office. He did so, and his success in the

achievement shows us how dangerous and ex-
traordinary this position really is. Now, it
Mr. Tillen and Mr. Wickham are democrata
|I aud believe in government ‘‘of the people,
| for the people and by the people,” they
will nt omee abolish this imperial fanec-
tion. If Andrew H. Green were the man
best fitted for the place rather than the other

blunder might have cost a judge his office and | extreme our eriticism would still hold good.

goversed Lhe will of the electors

L Why should any man have the vower by the

was made Comptroller becanse he seemed the |

grace of the 'l'nmmany Ring and the dsmct
sppointment of Riehard B. Connolly to do
what he pleases with Now York? If he werea
Napoloon, who would make the city marble
out of brick, it would be bad enough. Bat he
is only a dull, stubborn, obstinate, purblind,
thoroughly incapable man, who neither knows
nor appreciates the needs of New York, and
of whom Mr. Dana keenly said, »if he does
not go as rapidly as Connolly and Tweed in
the road of debt piling he goes quite as
sure."” Mr. Green is unfit to be Comptroller.
The office is on outrage upon a republican
form of government. Let Mr, Green be re-
moved and the office pared of its imperial
functions, and we shall believe that Mr. Tilden
and Mr. Wickham mean to tulfil their pledges.
The Comptrollership ia the first rock ahead of
the new administration,

‘We are anxious to support Mr. Wickham,
to give him every chance in his new office, to
encournge him to make his Mayoralty a suc-
cess. We nre just as anxious for that success
a8 he can possibly be bimself. Success means
fame to him, but it also means good govern-
ment to New York, and that is what we crave.
Moreover, in the trying moments which wel-
come him into office he is surrounded by re-
spongibilities which be cannot avoid and
which will either make or mar him. He can
either be one of the best or worst of Mayors.
Fate leaves him no middle ground of com-
fortable mediocrity. Let him think of his
predecessor, who twenty-five years ago, in
the good old guiet titnes, was a most accept-
able Chief Magistrate, but whe, falling upon
evil times, became what he became. There
are two things which Mr. Wickham must
esteem 88 the londstars of his adminis-
tration, and which he mast follow as
religiously as the mariner follows the
star which tells him of fortune and
peace, and these are *‘rapid transit’ and “re-
generaled New York'" Let him give u3 o
city worthy to be metropolis and queen of this
mighty Continent—a city with avenunes, boule-
vards, parks, piers, bridges and wharves, and
nok a mass of shambling houses, bordering on
unseemly dangerous ditches. More thau ull,
let us cease the policy of banishing our citi-
Zens to New Jersey and Long Island, Letus
have the rapid transit that will enable the
laborer to go from ths Battery to New Ro-
chelle or Yonkers in a half hour. Let him do
this, and, politically speaking, he may add
indefinitely to his highest hopes, and when
the time comes again to name the Governor of
our Commonwealth New York will insist that
the magisirate who regenerated the metropolis
is worthy of that and even of higher honors,

Mayor Havemeyer's Fumeral.

As the late Mr. Havemeyer was the first
Mayor of New York who died in office his
funeral was an event as imposing as it was
unprecedented. The manner of his death was
also unusual, and, 8o faras the effect upon the
public was concerned, dramatic. There was
no warning, but in & moment, evenat the time
that he was being prosecuted in court, he was
smitten by the hand of Frovidence. Men of
different parties were wroth with him, his ad-
ministration had been censured, and even his
removal had been recently asked for from the
Governor. Suddenly the man who was the
central figure of all this conflict fell and the
battle fell with him. There is something im-
pressively solemn in this hush after the storm,
the instant vanishing of passions in l.he pres-
ence of death.

Yesterday this magistrate of the metmpolln,
who died literally in the performance of his
official duties, was carried to the grave amid
the sorrows of all our citizens. Of the cere-
monies at his late residence and at the Church
of St. Paul's, of the funeral procession through
the heart of the city, in which all the govern-
ment departments, the commercial associa-
tions and the military were represented, and
in which many of our best citiz:ns took a
leading part, we publish a complets ac-
count elsewhere. With solemn music and
draped flags, before thousands of people
crowding the streets, his remains were borne
to Greenwood Cemetery., What a contrast
between the living and the dead! Whata
change in ons brief week! The moral is not
bard to read, and it is one which all our pub-
lic servants might profitably study. William
F. Havemeyer was thus bonored not merely
because he had been Mayor, but because he
had been upright in the discharge of his
duties. This single virtne of incorruptible
honesty in the eyes of the people redeemed
all his faults.

Pulpit Toples To-Day.

Religion is represented by our ecclesiastical
teachers as the chiefest thing for which the
human soul hungers. But we have seen sam-
ples ot it which we would not take upon any
terms and that we would not keep were it left
to us by inheritance. Such gloom and sorrow
as sometimes hang over Christian hearts aris-
ing out of their religious conceptions is
enough te scare the ungodly wholly away
irom the Church and from Christ. Mz
Alger has, therefore, chosen for himself to-
day a very pertinent theme in contrasting a
cheerful religion with & gloomy one. If men
are to take religion into common life, as Mr,
Morgan believes they should, it must be the
cheerful kind. But this can be obtained only
by waiting on God and trusting the unchang-
ing Christ, as Mr. Hawthorne will demon-
strate to-day. Of course the character of
s man's religion will depend greatly on
his temperament, but formularies of Chris-
tian faith have also much to do with it
so that it becomes a matter of importance to
every man how he believes and what, as Mr,
Hepworth will make spparent. Mr. Kennard
maintains that the Scriptures are our only
standard of faith, notwithstanding that from
them have come the multitudinous creeds and
expressions of faith thronghout Christendom.
But better their multiplication a thousand.
fold than that the faith of humanity should
be cut after one pattern. Every creed and
form of faith gathered from the Scriptures
has some portion of divine truth in it which
supplies & want in human experience, and it
is therefore accepted by men. When it fails
to meet such want it will be discarded.

The death of Mayor Havemeyer has sug-

| gested to Dr. Fulton a theme for his consider-

ation, and from which he may draw some use-
ful lessons. At the same time Mr.. Terry will
disenss death philosophically, and tall us
what it is to die. Sunday amusements, now
becoming so popular, will be considered by
Mr. MoClelland, Mr. Phelps, and Dr. Porteous
in one aspect or auother, Dr, Miller will tell

tho churches burdened with debta—and tge

nre too many such—how to poy them, and
Dr. Brittan will talk to such fushionable aad
epeculative lunatics ag may gather to hear him
oa those topics.

Kot Smeers, bat Honest Criticlsm.

It has been made sufficiently manifest that
the question of public amusements is not to be
settled by wholesals vituperation. It is of too
great magnitude and importance to be disposed
of by the special plea of fanaticism. The con-
troversy which the Hemarp originated bas
resulted in calling forth the views of the
thoughtful as well as the thoughtless of the
clergyman, who is, perhaps, more intensely
interested in the matter than any one else,
and of the social economist whe regurds
amusement as one of the eloments of general
progreas. 'This is the right time to discuss
the question and to sift the testimony for and
agninst by a cross-examination that seeks only
for the truth. The law on the point is very
distinet and can be evaded by no exegetical
cunning. It is evidently intended to shut up
every place of amusement, of whatever kind,
on the Sunday. That it has become a dead
letter is owing simply to carelessness, or pos-
sibly to a change in public opinion. If to
carelessness, then we have done a service in
calling the attention of the people to the fact
that thess multiplying entertainments are
illegal and can be restrained by a hint
dropped in the ear of those who have
charge of the public peace; if to a
change in public opinion, then we have
done a still greater service in reminding the
people that they have a law which they have
outgrown, and that it is time to make a new
one to fit the new circumstonces. It is never
well to disobey & law, even when it has be-
come a dead letter. It is far better fo rescind
it and make new provision for the educative
sentiment of the people. While the present
statute remains on the books, then, let it be
rigidly enforced; let the constituted authori-
ties see to it that every place of public amuse-
ment, without exception or favoritism, is
closed or Sunday evening. If the result of
the exper:ment prove unsatisfactory then
erase the statute and put a new one in its
place. The people shonld know nothing but
implicit obedience to laws as they stand, aince
they have at any moment power to changa
them,

We confess to some little surprise at the
way in which the general subject of popular
amusements on gecular days has been treated
by a few members of the clergy. We sup-
posed that every tyro in social ethics admitted
the necessity of some sort of recreation; that
laughter as well as tears help to make up the
sum total of life; that the drama, though
sometimes perverted to suit the lewd tastes
and tendencies of certain classes, is an impor-
tant auxiliary to the health and education
of the people. It is neither wise nor prudent,
in an age marked by its good sense, to gener-
alize concerning the theatre, and call it, inthe
language of evident fanaticism, ‘‘the devil's
institution.”” That some theatres do notably
cater to the lewd propensitics of the audience
all men admit and all honorable men regret.
That all do this is most assuredly an untruth,
and o sweeping and indiscriminate denuncia-
tion of the stage is either indicative of an in-
ability to take a comprehensive view of the
subject or of a desire to maks an ad caplan-
dum and sensational eriticism which must
necessarily defeat itself. There are theatres
in New York which are not *“sinks of in-
iquity,” but which are moral resorts for those
who seek recreation from the overburdened
cares of business life. It must sound very
strange in the ears of all lovers of the drama
to hear that the ovation which was recently ten-
dered to Miss Cushman waa simply a tribute to
her power of resisting temptation and maintain-
ing personal purity of character in the midst
of demoralizing infinences. We had supposed
that the ovation was the people's eriticism of
her artistic merits, of her geniua in the por-
trayal of some of the greatest characters that
have ever been dramatized. Miss Cushman is
not only respected and loved as a women, but
also admired as an interprater of Shakespeare,
and our admiration of the actress, not less,
certainly, than our respect for the woman,
wag the moving impulse to the popular en-
thusiasm.

If the Church will be a little more wise and
liberal it can easily obtain control over the
amusements of the masses, cleansing the
stage of its impurities and so elevating its
general tone that it shall become a means of
intellectunl improvement as well as of
emotional refreshment. It onght not tolose the
opportunity which we have offered, ficither
should it hide itsclf under the cloud of critical
dust which a few have raised. Let it take its
stand on n sound and temable knowledge of
the wants of human nature and project ita in-
fluence into the amusements a3 well as the
morals of the people, and this controversy will
ultimate in measures of reform which every
good actor as well as every church-goer will
approva.

The City Finances.

The Comptroller has published a statement
of the city finances from Janunery 1 to Novem-
ber 30 of the present year. By this exhibit it
is made to appear that the gross city debt at
the latter date, so far ns represented by stocks
and bonds, was in round numbers one hundred
and forty-eight million dollars. This does
not include any of the outstanding debts owed
by the city, or any claims, valid or invalid,
that may exist sgoinst the publio treasury.
From the fact that some ten or twelve million
dollars are involved in pending suits against
the Corporation it may well be calculated
that the city owes, besides its bonded and
funded debt, at least twenty-five million
dollars. This increases the amount of publie
indebtedness to one hundred and seventy~
three million dollars. But these figures are
only estimated. The practice has prevailed
in the Finance Department of delaying the
jssue of warrants drawn for the payment of
bonds falling due immediately before a debt
staternent until after the statement has
been made, and of crediting them as
actually paid. It is asserted by those famils
inr with the Comptroller's accounts that
the bonded debt on Novewmber 30 is made to
appear two or three million dollars less than
it actually is by a resort to this policy. How-
ever this may be it is certain that the financial
exhibits of the Compiroller do not command
public confidence, and the aotorious fact that
they are all silent in regard to onr floating
debt warrants the assertion that they do not
faithfully represent the actnal financial con-
dition of the city. Itis very desirable that

the citizens of Naw York shou!d tmderstand
exactly what they owe and what means they
possess of paying their debt, and on this ace
count a thorough investigation of the Fi-
nanco Department should be no longer de-
layed.

The statement just issued represents that
bonds *‘have been paid off"’ in 1874 to the
smount of $29,646,816. This is calculated to
wislead, if not designed to deceive, the
citizens of New York. Exclusive of revenue
bonds, which are simply issued in advance of
taxation to meet current expenses and are
taken up as soon as the taxes come in, mot
more than two million dollars of this amount
has been ‘‘paid ofL” The balance of nearly
twenty million dollars has been renewed and
not “paid off*' atall. In short, the statementis
deceptive throughouf, and its publication
proves the necessity for the prompt restora-
tion to office of the old Commissioners of Ac-
counts, in order that a thorough investigation
of our financial condition may be made by
competent parties. This necessity is the
more urgent since a report is current that the
new Commissioners of Accounts are urged to
make o hasty report in regard to the Finance
Department prepared for them by the Comp-
troller.

The American Drams.

The decline of the American stage from
what are called its palmy days is one of the
popular delusions of the time. The aged
critic firmly believes that the theatre is going
down, down, not quite so far down as Mr.
Talmage supposes, but still painfully low. It
is the custom of these gray-haired men to
mourn over the faded glories of the old Park
and the great stock compunies of the past,
and—to make the present hang its blushing
head—to quote ancient and splendid casts,
illumipated with the names of Ham-
blin, Burton, Placide, Blake, Cushman,
Murdoch, Wheatley and others fa-
mous in dramatic annals, . That those
exceptional stock companies have disap-
peared must be conceded, and for reasons we
shall explain; but the lover of the drama,
who remembers it thirty or forty years ago,
should remember, in contrasting its past with
its present, the effect that age has had upon
limself. The illusions of the stage are not
always behind the footlights, but in our own
imaginations. It was youth that made the
Fotheringay such a divinity to Pendennis.
When Fanny Ellsler first danced Margaret
Fuller turned to Emerson snd exclaimed,
“It is poetry!'’ *No,"” replied Emerson, “it
is religion.” We doubt that far greater danc-
ing than Ellsler's would appear religions
exercise to the philosopher of Con-
cord mow. The arl which geemed
so  beautiful to yoathful eyes is
dimmed when years after they look ab it
through spectacles. Thereis always a golden
age to the drama, and it always exists in the
dreamy past We regret the days of Kean
and Booth and Cooke ; but in their time
people regretted the times of Garrick and
Siddons, and when Garrick and Siddons wers
living the people grieved over the departed
glories of Betterton.

But there is no evidence that the stage has
retrograded. In reality its advance has been
wonderful within our generation. Theatres
now are incontestably superior to those of
twenty years sgo in all their appointments
and conveniences. Wallack's would then
have been a dream and an impossibility.
The whole standard of the dramatic
profession has been elevated. Nor bhas the
standard of acting been lowered. It is true
that it is ditficult now to combine in one com-
pany many great: actors ; yet that difficulty
is a direct result of the improvement of the
stage, Our theatres are no longer closely
grouped along the Atlantic coast, but dot the
Countinent from ocean to ocean. Thus the
dramatic ability which was formerly concen-
trated in a few principal cities is now dis-
tributed thronghout the country. These are
facts frequently overlooked by those whomourn
over the decline of the American stage, when
they have far more reason to exult in its mar-
vellyus development and prosperity. Nor do
we think that individual instances of genius
are rarer than of old. The names of Jeffer-
son, Wallack, Gilbert, Warren and Clarke
will be remembered in years to come as we
now remember those of Munden, Liston, Bur-
ton or Placide. Mr. J. 8, Clarke, who is now
playing in this city for the first time in four
years, may be especially cited as evidence
that the spirit of true comedy has not disap-
peared from this generation. Where shonld
we look for finer comedy than his? It is
genuine humor and thorough art united,
We refer to this admirable artist with
the more pleasure because he has sustained
s0 long and so well the credit of the American
stage abroad, and has revived in his own per-
formances the standard characters of English
comedy. Wallack and Jefferson and Mr.
Clarke have done nothing to lessen the estima-

‘| tion of the stage, but, on the contrary, have

done everything to improve and refiné it. The
decline of the drama is not illustrated in the
careers of those who are now so earnestly and
fuithtully shaping its more brilliant future,
Qur stage is not without faults, we admit, but
its merits were never so many or 5o great.

The Winter's Charity.

The large increase in the number of lodgers
at police stations indicates the growth of des-
titution as the winter advances, The captains
of the several precincts have pursued the
work of weeding out from these unfortunates
the *regular lodgers," who are properly
treated as vagrants and consigned to the care
of the Department of Charities and Correc-
tion, where a wholesome discipline may cure
them of the habit of living on the publie.
The success attending the action of the cap-
tains in this matter proves that the distribn-
tion of food to the poor during the winter, if
placed under the supervision of the police,
will be sufficiently protected against those
abuses to which some charitable persons be-
lieve the soup house systewn is liable. But
after the chronic lodger has been disposed of
there remaing an army of homeless, shiver-
ing creatures siretched on the station
houss boards to remind wus that the
tales of misery and want that reach
our ears are not exaggerated. The ques-
tion is, What shall we do to relieve these
unfortunates? The people of New York are
kind hearted and liberal. They will give
with a generons band to the daserving poor.
But an organization and a system are neces-
sary in order that the money donated may ba
used with the best effect and mav be devoted

‘wholly o the object for which It 15 gfven. For
this peason we hove urged the formation of &
commission of temporary relief, composed of
citizens whose names are well known in the
community, and to whom the management of
a charitable fund during the winter months
may be advantageously intrusted. It is un~
wise to postpone an organized movement of
this importance until the sufferings of the
destitute become unbesrable and force them-
selves on public notice. It should be made at
onee.

The permanent charities of the oity are
doing their share of good in their own way.
One of the most extensive of these institutions
bas placed its annual report before the pub-
lic at this time with & view, no doubt, of aid-
ing its treasury and enlarging its opportuni-
ties to perform its work. Iis emigration sys-
tem, ita Sunday meetings, its night schools,
ite “Bick Children's Fund,"” which ¢blesses
some fourteen hundred children;" its *Flower
Mission,” which ‘‘scatters its sweet tokens
among several hundreds,"” and itsa “Country
Home" are excellent in their way and produe-
tive of a vast amount of good. It is, there-
fore, gratifying to learn that the institution
bas o balance on hand, and that its real estata
is worth two hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars, its personal property one hundred and
fifty thousand, and that it has received from
the city and county of New York dur-
ing the present year over ninety-thres
thousnnd dollars of the public money.
The Republic some days ago took exceptions te
the payment of over fifty thousand dollars for
salaries and rent out of one item of seventy
thousand dollars expended for industrial
schools; but the permanent charities are
saddled with heavy expenses, consequent upon
the establishments they have to maintain and
the extent of their operations. They do not,
however, meet the necessities of a season of
extreme suffering caused by want of employ-
ment, scarcity of money and severe weather.
It is for the emergency of a hard winter we
are now called upon to provide. Weo musé
have some means of giving food immediately
to the starving and warmth to those who may
be perishing of cold. In suclra case we nesd
no expensive organization, no salaried offi-
cials, no large rént charges. 'What is required
is some plan by which instant and effective
relief can be extended to the destitute, and by
which every dollar received for charity can be
sacredly devoted to charity.

We cannot too soon consider the questiom
how we can best provide for the wants
of the thousands who are in our midst
without work, without food, and driven to
the station house night after night for shelter
andrest. Their number seems to be increas-
ing. We may be visited by severe weather at
any moment. While every sensible persom
would deplore the encouragement of vagrancy
and pauperism s Christian people cannob
close their eyes to the sufferings and their
ears to the appeals of the destiftute. A move-
ment toward organization cannot bs made
too soon ; for, as a contemporary says, ‘‘whab
we really need in this city is some concerted
sction and a centralization of authority in the
distribution of money intended for the sufe
fering poor."’

Ouvr Lrrenary Deranrmest to-day will be
found very interesting. It includes an analy-
tic review of the life of Rear Admiral Foote
and recapitulations of various other matters
of fresh literary interest and value.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Verdl is to be made a Senator.

The Earl ol Dunraven is in Quebec.

Rev. W. R. Alger, of Boston, |a staying at the
Finth Avenue Hotel

Mr. Horace White, of the Chicago Tvibunas, 18 80=
journing as tbe Brevoort House,

Professor Peter 8. Michle, of West Point, Is reg-
istered at the Westminater Hotel

Mr. Thomsas G. Cary, of Cambridge, Mass., is
among the latest arrivals at the Hofman House.

Mlle. Albani arrived In this city yesterday [rom
Philadeiphia, and left In the evening for Boston.

Mr, John Bigelow, lormerly United States Minis-
ter to France, is reglding temporarily at the West-
minster Hotel

Congreesman Luke P. Poland, of Vermont, has
arrivel at the Grand Central Hotel, and will leave
for Washington thls evening.

Theodore Tiiton has telegraphed to Boston thas
he will not be abls to fuifl his lecture engamge-
ments, legal proceedings occupying his entirs
attention.

penators Boutwell and Washburn, of Masss-
chusetts; Cragin, of New fampshire, and
Anthony, of Rhode Island, left this city yesterday
for Washington.

Congressman Lyman K. Bass and his newly
wedded wife, who have been spending thelr honey-
moon at the Bt. James Hotel 1n this clvy, lelt Inss
evening for Washingion.

Oue of the strong points against the liberst
party Io the mind of the English nation was what
was calied the truckling spirit of (ts foreign policy ;
but did Gladstone ever truckle anywhere as Dis-
raelt has done at Berlin ?

A list of back pay grabbers elected to the Forty-
fourth Congress, including the name of Smith Ely,
Jr,, of New York, appears ln various country ngwa-
papoers. This 18 incorrect. Mr., Ely returned his
back pay to the United Siates Treasury.

Senator Conkling Las some celebrity as a states.
man of bad temper. Some years since he had a
controversy with Mr, Blaine, the present Speaker,
and they have had no relations of & personal char-
acter since. The other day a busy repablican
called on Mr., Bialoe. "1 am sorry fo hear,'” he
says, “tbat you are not on good relations with
Mr. Conkilng." “You are mistaken," says the
Bpeaker, I bave better relations wiith Mr. Conk-
ling than any man In Washington, for we don's
spesk.”

The Pope has made a pun. His Holiness, on the
Feast of All Salnts, sald—we quote from the oficial
report of his speech :—'During these last lew days
geveral journals have been brought to me, and
among them there |s one—a blasphemer like all
the others, or even worse—that i1 named the
Capitale. 1o this paper | read things which prove
that it deserves {88 name of Caplial, but capital
of impiety, capital of all that is most corrupted (a
the worid."

Fun bas & good eartoon of Giadstone alscovering
the Pope in the cellar in the gulse of Guy Fawkes,

MaRry ANN—OU! plesse, sir, our chimbly is all
afire and misses says, will you come quick, siry

Mr, MuogiNg (of she coal trade), with feeling—
Now, my good gal, do I—do [—look like & chimbly
sweep 1—Fun.

Punch's cartoon representa Gladstone engaged
tn his favorite pastime of cutting down trees
and atriking lustily at the kuge trunk of Papal
inratliviey.

Hamilet requirea only one person $o play it, bat
1t takes Faure to sing it.— Punch,

JeaMEs—Mornin', Mr. Jarvice. What's the
newst

Mr, J. (the old conchman)—Well, I've ‘eard the
best DIt o' news this mornin' as I've 'eard for
many & day, from our butler. He tell me the win.
yards 18 & comin’ round And there's every prospee’
of our getting some more good Madeiry.—Punoh,

‘A clergyman' suggests immersion a8 prelerss
ble to cremation. He saya:—‘'Funeral steamers
might be provided, which, proceeding 1o & dis-
tance from land, could deposit the remains beyond
the rench of desecration, and whonoe Lnjury could
ook result to the lving."




