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AMl'SKMKXTS Tu-NkiHT.
PAN E'tANOISCO MINSTRELS,

Broadway, curticr <>f I wcnty-nliitli s^raet..XEGRO
MlNalKELaY, at 8 P. M.; closes at 1U 1*. M.

ROBINSON H A LI.,
Sixteenth street..BK iiiNh PULL CARS, at S P. M.;
clos*.- at 10.U> i'. jt. Mr. Mai catMS.

GLOBK THEATRE,
Broad way..YARILfV, at 8 P. M. closes at 10:30 P. M.

PARK THEATRE.
ProoJ;lyn, opposite tbe City Halt.F VNOHON, at 3 P.
M. , closes at 11 1'. M. Miss Maggie y.itcUell.

LYCEUM Til K \TRE.
Fourteenth «tre^t :ind avenue .'TWI XT \XF. AND
VUUW.N, at 8 P. 11.; closrt at 10 :4j P M. Mrj. RoUlby.

WALLACE'S THEATRE,
Broadway..THE >11 \LGHRAL N, at i P. M.; closes at
10:40 P. M. Mr. lioucicauit

WOOD'S Ml'SKl'M.
Brnndwnv corner of turileth strict .E IiML'ND REAN,
a: 2 P. M. aad ai 8 1'. M. closcs at lu :ii P. M. Ciprico.

METROPOLITAN THEATRE,
J»o. 886 Broadway..Y ARIL 1Y, at 8 r. il., closes at 10 £0
1. M

PARK HKATRE,
Rroadwa". V«twoen wenty-rtr«t and Tw»mv-*econd
sitfMi.s..Opera «>iiiu|ui*.LK VoYAGK EN CHINK, a: 8
1*. il.; ckwex at M) M 1'. U. Mile. Miueliy, il du Querey.

TONY PARTOR'S OPERA HOC.SB.
No. '.01 Bowery..VAR1K TV, at S P. M.; clones at 10:45
P. .VL

NEW YORK .VTAD1 THEATRE,
Bowerv.DfcK VERSCiiVVLNi'EB. at S P. iL Mias Lma
Mayr.

OLYMPIC THKATRE.
No. 634 Broadway .VAKiETY, at a P. M.; closcs at 10:45
P. il.

BOOTH'S THKATRB,
corner of Twrntv-tliird atreet and ?ixth avenue..
LI LE EM'LY", at 3 P. M cloeCS at 10:30 P. M. Mr.
Rowe.

THEATRE COMIQUB.
No. .114 Broadway..VAIUE'l Y, at B P. M.; ciosea at 10 -aS
r. M.

HOOLEY'S OPERA nOUSE,
Brooklyn..GEORGIA MINS l RKL8.

ROMAN HIPPODROME,
Twentv-sixth atreet and frourtli aveuue..Afternoon and
evening, at ami 8.

KfPTn AVENUE THEATRE,
Twenty cidlith street and Broadway. MERCHANT OP
VKMOh. at 8 P. M.; clot^i at lJ:J0i*. M. Misa CarloUa
Leclcrcq. Mr. E. L. Davenport.

BRYANTS OPERA HOUSE,
Weat Twrntv-thlrd streei, near Six:h avenue. .N'EGRO
MIN-<TKL1>Y, 4c., at d P. M.. clones at 10 P. M. Dau
Bryant

GERMANIAT "EATRB,
Pourternth sreet .Jlr.IN LEOPOLD, at i P. M.

NIBLO'S.
Broad why..UNCLE TOM'S CABIN, at 8 P. M. : closes at
10:43 P M.

BROOKLYN IHFATRE.
Wafhin^.n strcoL.THE COLl.EfcN BAWN. at 8 P.M.
Mr. W. J. Florence.
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trorm our reports thi* rrurrn ing the probabilities
mre Unit the weoti<er to-day will be dear ami
decidedly cold.

.......

Waix Street Yestebdyx..Stocks were

fluctuating and irregular. Gold remains firm
at H'2jj a 112}. Foreign exchange ww

strong. Money on call was abundantly
offered at 2} a 3 per cent

The Camjbts are said to have sustained severalsevere defeats in the North of Spain. The
army offic -re have no longer any need to temporizewith the adherents of the Pretender,
and we would not be much surprised if they
should at last discover a means of putting an

end to the Carlist insurrection.

Charity..An effort Ls being made to bring
about such an organization of the various city
charities giving outdoor relief as may enable
the societies to promptly aid deserving persons,and, at the same time, afford protection
against imposition. It is important that the
necessary organization Hhould bo perfected
with the least possible delay, as we are already
in the midst of winter, with everything pointingto a season of distress and suffering for
the unemployed poor.

We Wonder Why It Ib that the Fourth
Avenue Railroad Company cannot afford to
place a little straw in their street cars for the
comfort of their passengers. Straw is not a

very expensive article ; its absence from the
Fourth avenue cars cannot therefore be accountedtor on the score of economy. We
must conclude that the directors of the road
are indifferent to the comfort of the public.
We have some hopes that a day may come
when great corporations, upon whom the
public have conferred large privileges, may
be oompelled to give some return for tln*ir
valuable franchises. At present they look on

the public much as miners look on a placer.
m something to be exploited for their own
Bole benefit*

Th« Chcbch question in eNOLAND..rf-v.
John Henry Newman, D.D., the venerable
and we may perhaps say the illustrious Catholic
writer of England, whose genius ns an author
ranks fiim with the most gifted of living men,
baa contributed to the literature of the G1 wlstone-Manuingcontroversy. The substance
of his letter is sent to us by cable from London.Dr. Newman denies the assertion that
he ever contemplated joining the Old Catholic
LKillinger party.which, by the way, no one

at all familiar with Dr Newman j opinions
would be inclined to believe. I)r. Newman
also replies to the construction placed by
Mr. Gladstone upon the I'apal doe'rine of
infallibility, and strengthen* this by a ^notationfrom the opinions of the First Nip<v
Uon, m recorded br the historian Alison.

NEW Y<
Prraldvat Orant'i Nttmg* of Apologyi
We lay before our readers thin morning tha

Message of the President in reply to the inquiryof the Senate. It is an ingenious and
able document, bearing marks of extreme care

in its preparation. It lb a very c ifferont Messagetrom the one which the public expected
in view of the strong indorsement sent to
General Sheridan by the Secretary of War, in
which it was stated that tho President and
"all of us," m< aniug the whole Cabinet,
heartily approved of all that was done on the
4th of January by the federal troops stationed
at New Orleans. Instead of defending and
justifying those proceedings the President
makes an elaborate apology, wherein ho
shitts the blame, so far as blame can be imputed,upon Governor Kellogg. This is a

different Message l'rom the one first prepared,
and which intelligent observers in Washington
and elsewhere believed would have been sent
to Congress iftwo or threo loading members of
the Cabinet had not protested and supported
their protest by a determination to resign if their
views were overruled. Tlie President could
not afford a Cabinet explosion in such a crisis
as the present, aud least of all could he have
afforded the indignant retirement of the particularmembers who have the strongest hold
on public confidence.Messrs. Fish aud
Bristow.
This Message is quite a different document

from the one originully prepared, which
would have led to the immediate resignation
of the few members of tbe Cabinet to whom
the country concedes the title of statesmen.
We are glad that President Grant baa been
constrained to recast the Message, abandon his
first positions un.l exchange a tone of defiance
for one of apology. If the Message as first
dratted was in the spirit of Secretary Belknap'sunqualified indorsement by "all of
us;" if it undertook to parry democratic
criticism by recalling the actiou ot President
Pierce in dispersing the Topeka Legislaturein Kunsas, it is fortunate for
General Grint that he was restrained from
offering such untenable arguments. PresidentPierce's action in that case is not pertinentas a precedent, because Kansas was not
at that time a State, but a Territory, and
Territorial governments, being the mere creaturesof the federal authority, permit a degree
of interference which ifi not permissible in
the government ot a State. The public indignationaroused on that occasion precludes the
republican party and a republican President
from pleading that precedent in justification; for, if indignation was well
founded when only a Territorial Legislaturewas interfered with, it has an

infinitely stronger justification when the
federal army undertakes to control the Legislatureof a State in the Union. The federal
government has supreme authority over the
Territories, but it has no shadow of right to
determino the validity of a State Legislature.
The Message, as finally revised, is not a defence,but an apology, and we will tairly restatethe positions on which his apology is
made to rest

First, the President pleads total ignorance
of, and, therefore, denies specific responsibilityfor, the military proceedings of January
4. "I did not know," he says, "that any
such thing was anticipated, and no orders or

suggestions were ever given to any military
officer in that State prior to the occurrenoe."
If ho thought it sale to assume responsibility
for those proceedings there would be no neIcesaity for this kind of hedging. The refrac|
tory members of his Cabinet have evidently
convinced him that he mast wash his hands
of any direct responsibility for proceeding in
such flagrant violation of Law.

Secondly, the President explicitly shifts the
responsibility to the shoulders of Governor Kel-
logg, and is constrained to express hi9 doubts
of the legality of Kellogg's action. "Whether
it was wrong," tbe President says, "for the
Governor, at the requf st of a majority of tbe
members returned as elected to the House, to
defeat these lawless and revolutionary proceedingsis perhaps a debatable question."
The President thereby admits that it is not
clear that Kellogg had any right to interpose.
But if he bad no such right it logically followsthat the federal ariny could not be lawfullyused to enforce his unwarranted assumptionof authority.

Thirdly, President Grant has besn conJ
strained by the dissenting members of his
Cabinet to concede and indorse all the posij
tions of law on which the opposition rests.
lie says, among other things of the same

purport, that "each branch of a legislative
assembly is the judge of the election and
qualifications of its own members," and he
admito that even the Governor has no right
to interfere unless a riotous and tumnltuous
mob prevents the regular action of the
Legislature, when, he thinks, "it might
become the duty of the State Executive
to interpose, if requested by a majority
of the memb rs elect" The President hereby
virtually abandons his defence of Kellogg by
admitting that it in a "debatable question"
whether Kellogg had a right to interfere in
any case, and that, if he had, nothing could
justify him but the request of "a majority of
the members elect." It is a fact admitting
of no question that the fifty-two members who
signed the application to Kellogg wre less
than a majority, and, if this be conceded, Kelilogg was wrong by the President's own admissions.
Fourthly, the President has been compelled

to admit and declare that "any military interferenceby the officers and troops of the
United States with the organization of a

State Legislature or any of its proceedings is
repngoant to our ideas of government." The
1'rtssident goes on to say, "I can conceive of
no case not involving rebellion or insurrection
where such iuterference by the authority of
the general government ought to be permitted
or can be justified." There was neither rebellionnor insurrection in Louisiana on the
4th of January, and consequently there was
no justification, by the President's own admissions,for federal interference with the
Legislature of the State.

Fifthly, the President exonerates his friend,
General Sheridan, from all responsibility for
tho proceedings of January 4. He asserts
that She ridau did not assume command
until nino o'clock in tho evening ol
the day on winch tho five sitting mem-

iwrs with dragged irom inf:ir pwciis; imi

thw effort to shield Sheridan is nn implied confesflioothat the ncto in which it i.s deemed import&atto know tb it he had no complicity are

tciuublfl. IT the* wore riL'bt it would
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be absurd for the President to disclaim reisponsibility for himself by asserting that he
knew nothing of them until h« saw the newHipapers the next morning, and to disclaim all
responsibility for Sheridan on the ground
that ho was not in command until several
hours alter the military interference.

Sixthly, the President's apology for the
officers of the army is a virtual admission
that they mistook their duty. "The army,''
he says, "is not composed of lawyers, capableof judging, at a moment's notice, of just
how far they can go in the maintenance of
law and order." If this means anything it
is a confession that the officers of the army
overstepped the limito of legal authority. It
would be irrelevant to plead their ignorance
of law as an excuse for their action' if the
President believes they have done nothing
which the law condemns.

It is clear that President Grant has re!treated from the position he assumed when
he sanctioned Secretary Belknap's "all of us*'
despatch, and tha country is to be congratulatedon bis adoption of more sober and de-
fensible opinions. VVbetber the change be
due to the protests of certain members of bis
Cabinet or to the widespread expressions of
public indignation it is fortunate for the
President that he has reconsidered his first
determination and been induced to change his
mistaken policy. lie falls back upon alleged
wrongs and outrages alleged to havo been per!pi trated against the negro voters of Louisiana.
It would, perhaps, be unkind to deprive him of
this refuge or this subterfuge ; but if it be
true that Mr. Foster, ol the Congressional
committee which conducted its investigation
at New Orleans, had a long interview with the
President on Saturday ovening and attempted
to disabuse him of his false impressions, there
is no good excuse lor those parts of the Mca1
sage which charge the Louisiana conserva:tives with every kind of atrocities. But even

the President does not maintain that these
alleged atrocities are a justification for
military interference with a State Leg-
islature. lie tries to clear himself on

tbe ground that he knew nothing of tbe
transactions until the next day ; he tries to
clear Sheridan on the ground that he did not
assume command until several hours after the
interference with the Legislature had taken
place; he apologizes for the army on tho
ground of its ignorance of law, and ho attemptsto shift the whole responsibility to
the shoulders of Governor Kellogg, whose
right to interfere he admits to be "debatable."Wo rejoice that the President has felt
constrained to publicly wash his hands, in
the face of the country, of this unwarrantable
transaction.

It is but simple justice to the President to
concede the truth of his statement that he has
repeatedly asked Congress to direct his action
in this unfortunate Louisiana ease and relieve
him of a painful responsibility. "I have
heretofore urged the case of Louisiana upon
the attention of Congress," tbe President says,
"and I cannot but think that its inaction has
produced great evil and he closes tho
Message by earnestly asking "that such action
be taken by Congress as to leave my duties
perfectly clear in dealing with the affairs of
Louisiana." We hope that Congress wdl at
last comply with this perfectly reasonabla
request

The Enforcement Act.

The President, in his apologetic Message to
the Senate, does not pretend that the employmentof federal troops in Louisiana, on

the occasion which has created so much excitement,is justified by the Enforcement act,
but only by the law for protecting tbe
government of a State from subversion by
domestic violence. The advisers who assistedhim in the preparation of his Message
had a clear perception of the weak point in
bis case, and have exerted their ingenuity to
support it The only apolopy for permitting
federal troops to be employed in Louisiana at
all is found in the President's favorable responseto Governor Kellogg's application in
September. When that insurrection was sup-
pressed the authority of the President was

exhausted, and he could not employ the army
in Louisiana again without a new application
from the State authorities. The Message parriesthis point by contending that the Septem-
ber insurrection was never suppressed, and
has continued up to the present time. "It
cannot be claimed," says the President, "that
the insurgents have surrendered to the State
authorities the arms belonging to the State,
so that they have in any sense disarmed. On
the contrary, it is known that the same armed
organizations that existed on the 14th of September,in opposition to the recognized State
government, still retain their organization,
equipments and commanders, and can be
called out at any hour to resist the State
government" It is clear from this language
of the Message that the President justifiesthe continued use of federal troops
to sustain the Kellogg government only on

the ground of the September application
under the old law of 17i)5, which he tries to
make applicable by asserting that the Septemberinsurrection has never been suppressed.
There is a provision in the Enforcement law
passed in 1871 which needs but little stretch-
ing to make it cover alrpoat kind of mili-
titXy interference in a State by federal author-
ity, but we are glnd that the President has
not pleaded this law in justification of any-
thing beyond his stationing tror ps in various
parts of the State to prevent intimidation
in the election. But the Enforcement act is
susceptible of a construction which would
justify any amount of interference in a State,
and this feature of it ought to be repealed as

subversive of liberty.

Trie Board of Education..-Tho statement
of the condition of our school system made by
the Chairman of the new Board of Education
may be accepted as satisfactory. There was

an increase, a slight one, it ift true, in the
school attendance lout year, and as the new

truancy laws go into operation at once we

may look for a decided improvement in
this direction during the year. Mr. Noilson
in his address touched upon the imp<rtant question of the elimination of
merely ornamental studies from the primarycourse of instruction. There is a gen«
oral complaint that too much is expected < f
the children und that not enough attention is
paid to laying the foundations of knowledge
solidly. II the present hi^h pressure system
is foun l to load to superficiality tho sooner it
is abandoned the better. This question will,
we arc certuin, reoeive the careiui att< nti m
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of th.* gentlemen of the Board, and if changcs
be found desirable they will be carried out
with intelligence and firmness.

Tli* Munageuieqt of the Cltjr Finances.
Mr. William E. Warren, who has had many

years' experience an Deputy City Comptroller
under Mr. Hawes and Mr. Brennan, calls at-
tcntion to the fact that we have now in the
Sinking Fund a surplus over and above the
amount of indebtedness chargeable to that
fund. He asks why not pay off at once and
canoel that portion of the debt, or so much of
it as the holders may be willing to surrender,
aud apply the residue of the amount in purchasingand withdrawing any other city
stocks or bonds ? And he suggests that if any
legislation is required in this matter the
Common Council should ask for It.
The authority to use the money accumulatedin tho Sinking Fund in surh a manner

as will most effectually benefit the city and
relieve the taxpayers is fully given by
law. Section 102 of the charier of
1873 provides as follows : ."^ilL^sIiall be
lawful lor the Commissioners o* the
Sinking Fund of the city of New York in

«...

powered in uuch discretion, to cancel any
portion of the indebtedness of tbo said city
held by them which is by law redeemable
from the Sinking Fund, and to sell any stocks
and bouds which they may hold that aro not
payable from said fund, and with the proceedsof such sale of btocks and bonds to buy
any other stocks and bonds which are payable
from said stocks." Tbo wisdom of Mr. Warren'ssuggestion will be conceded. The
amount of city debt redeemable Irom tho SinkingFund is a trifle undoT twenty-three million
dollars. Tho total sum in the Sinking Fund
on December 31 last is said to have been betweentwenty-six and twenty-seven million
dollars, thus showing that there has accumulatedin the Sinking Fund mor3

than threa millions and a half of
money over and abovo the whole
amount of debt redeemable from that fund.
We are asjjcd every year to raise a large sum

by taxation for interest on tho city's stocks and
bunds held by the Sinking Fund. We believe
the Comptroller has never condescended to
explain how much the gross amount of interestrequired is, and what sun/ is set off by tho
rcoeipts of the Sinking Fund for the payment
of interest on the city debt This whole
interest question is among the mysteries of
the Financo Department demanding investigation.But why should wo pay any interest
at all on twenty-three million dollars of debt
when we have tho means of paying the debt
at once and of stopping the interest ? Tbo
Sinking Fund holds probably two-thirds of
the bonds and stock redeemable by
itself. Why should they not be wiped
out and takon from the city debt? Why
should not the surplus then left be used to
purchase such bonds of the same character as

their holders might bo willing to sell, in order
that they also might be cancelled? Why
olmnM tinf thp tlirnA millirma anrl a linlf ovrnoa

over and above the whole debt payable from
the Sinking Fund be in like manner nsed to
buy up and cancel other interest bearing
bonds?
The answer to all these questions is, becausewe have a narrow-minded, incompetent

person at the head the Finance Department,
who occupies his time in paltry intrigues and
in impertinent and illegal interference with
the patronage of other departments of the
city government instead of studying the broad
interests of the taxpayers and of the city.
A competent and clear-headed financier
would rid the city at once of its SinkingFund debt, thus saving more than one

million and a half dollars in interest every
year. He would then seek to turn all the
streams of income into the general fund, and
to husband aud increase the city revenues
from all sources, in order to lighten every
year the heavy burden of taxation. Such a

financial policy would lift a mountain's weight
from the groaning real estate interests and
would make land in New York a desirable investmentonce again. But Comptroller Green
is a charlatan, who wraps himself up in his
own impudence and ignorance, and follows
his own whims and vagaries, holding himself
responsible to no authority. With a proper
person at the head of the city finances we

should soon find our debt decreasing and our

taxation lightened.
What Next.And Next!

President Grant having virtually conceded
in his Message that the late military interferencewith the Louisiana Legislature has no

legal justification, apologizing for it on the
ground that soldiers are not lawyers, and that
neither he nor General Sheridan was then in
immediate direction of the federal troops, the
question arises as to what steps should be
taken to undo the wrong. If De Trobriand,
who was ignorant of the law, blindly
put himself under tho direction of Kellogg,
whose authority to interfere is "debatable,"
and doubtless untenable, and a Legislature
was upset and dispersed by that illegal interference,what is the proper method ot redress ?
If tho federal army had not exceeded their
authority the organization under Speaker
Wiltz wordd hare been maintained and the
House have remained in control of the conservatives.Whether that state of things ought
to be restored or sorao other method of rernni-

tion ad .pted is a question which wo submit to
public consideration, not caring to discuss it
or assume any position upon it at this stage
of the controversy. If it be admitted that the
army had no right to interfere, it would seem

o fol low that things should be restored to the
state in which they existed at the time of the
interference. But it may be maintained, on

the other hand, that the army has no more

right to intervene to redress its wrongs than
it originally had to intervene to commit them.

Tweed.
There has been an ingenious argument

before the Weneral Term of the Supreme
Court on the question of the reloase
of Tweed. Mr. Field made an able speech
and presented las case with coasumuiate

ability. But there is one point he overlooked,
and this is the proffer to the city treasury of
the money which Tweed and his associates
stole from it. Wo learn from Mayor Wickbam'sletter to Corporation Counsel Delafk-ld
Smith that some time a^o a proposition was

mude to the city to pay throe millions of
dollars us an indemnity from further prosecution.Mow. why dots not Mr. Field come
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into Court with a check for three millions of
dollurs on account, and then trubt to the
generous sense of the American people for
mercy to his client? This would go far
toward strengthening his case. Mr. Tweed
is the one person in this State who should
understand thut mercy to him will come after
justice, and that justice means complete resti-
tution and confession. It is intimated that
Tweed has squandered a large part of bis
fortune on his lawyers. We do not know how
true this statement may be, but if it is a fact
it somewhat changes the aspect of the case.

Of course, if ha has not r»nt the monev he 1

cannot pay it back. The statement of this
fact would not be without value in determiningpublic opinion.
Are (ho Enforcement Acts ConstitutionalI

The laws of Congress, commonly called Enforcementacts, give to the officers of the
federal government authority to arrest, try
and punish citizens for offences or crimes of
which, until those acts were passed, only the
local or State authorities were supposed to
hove cognizance.such as breaches of the
pcacc and injuries of different kinds to individuals,contrary to the local laws ot the
State where the offence was charged.
Under these acta of Congress federal marshalsand their subordinates in some of the

Southern States act as a federal policc, and with
the power to summon to their aid federal
troops and to bring those whom they choose
to arrest for trial into fedoral courts. Under
these same acts of Congress the President's
interference in elections has taken place, and
he appears to have held himself justified or

perhaps bound to interpose the federal arm

on all occasions when his partisans demandedit of him.
These acts were adopted by Congress with

the purpose of "enforcing" the thirteenth,
fourteenth and fifteenth constitutional amendments.At the timo of their adoption the
country was in disorder, the majority in Congresswas not inclined to pay very strict re-

gard to constitutional limitations, and the
country, alarmed and irritated at the disordersin tli© Southern States, was ready to
support any measures ot repression, no

matter how harsh or of what doubtful constitutionality.President Grant spoke the people'smind when he said, "Let us have
peace," and it was generally believed that it
needed the strong arm of the federal governmentto preserve peace.

Nevertheless, persons who had not lost
their self-possession, and among them many
of the ablest lawyers of the country, believed
these acts to be unconstitutional, and this not
only because they violated the general principlesof the constitution, but because, as was

held, they were not authorized or justified by
the terms of the very amendments thoy were
intended to carry into effect Nor can any
one who carefully reads these amendments
continue in doubt on the question. The
thirteenth amendment simply prohibits
slavery, and its effect is to make void any State
law which should attempt to re-establish this
condition. The fourteenth amendment (so
far as it concerns this law) declares all personsborn or naturalized in the United States
to be citizens, not only of the United States,
but of the State in which they live, and for-
dids any State to abridge the privileges or

immunities of any of its citizens, or to depriveany person of life, liberty or property
without due process of law, or deny to any
person equal protection of the laws. The fifteenthamendment forbids the United States
and the States to deny or abridge the rijjht to
vote on account of race, color or previous
condition.

All three of the amendments deal only with
States, refer only aud clearly to State laws,
and to the acts of State authorities under
State laws, and do not provide or authorize,
in any way, that the federal power shall inter-
fere.otherwise than it was previously
allowed to interfere to assert its own rights.
in the local aflairs of the States. Ttie spirit
of these amendments is consonant with the
general spirit of the constitution in this par- J
ticular ; and they do not pretend to increase
the scope of the power or authority of the
federal government in the least Their adoptiondid not, therefore, in any way change
the form or nature of our government; but
left it precisely where it was before, except
that theso amendments made the States
powerless to re-establish slavery, or to deny
equal rights, civil and political, to all their
people.
We make these statements with the more

confidence becuuse of a recent decision of
Mr. Justice Bradley, of the Supreme Court,
given in the Grant parish case, in the Loui-
siana Circuit Court. In this case four citi-
zens of Louisiana were indicted under the
Enforcement act, chargcd with having feloniouslybanded together to intimidate certain
persons of African descent, to deprive them j
of certain constitutional rights specified, the
right to peaceably assemble, to bear arms, to i
bo protected in fife, liberty, Ac., to vote, 4a 1

mo persons chargeu with those offences were j
brought, not before a State court, but directly
before the United States Court, being arrested l

by United States officers. There was no pre- 1

tonce that the State laws denied or doprivod 1

them of any of the specified rights.
Mr. Justice Bradley, in his opinion on a j

motion to arrest judgment, very elaborately I

discusses the terms of the amendment and of ®

the Enforcement act, and concludes that the 8

act is unconstitutional, that the amendment ,

giyes no such j>ower to Congress as it as- i
sumed in passing the law, and that, practi- <

cally, the Enforcement act is null and void. 0

Here is his language:."If these views are

correct there can be no constitutional legisla- r
tion of Congress for directly enforcing tho t

privileges and immunities of citizens of tho 1

United States, by origiual proceedings in the
Courts of the United States, where tho only
constitutional guarantee of such privileges r

and immunitus is that no State shall pass any i

law to abridgo them, and where tho State has 8

{>assed no law adverse to them, but, on the
contrary, has passed laws to sustain and en- j
force them." Tho case has been carried to <

the Supreme Court of tho United States, whoro 1

it will come up for a hearing early in March.
If that Court should decide, as one of its mem- (

bers, Mr. Justice Bradley, has already de- i

cided, that the Enforcement act is unconstitu-
tional, a great stop will be taken toward tho
pacification of the Southern States ; lor "

almost the whole of the federal interference
in those States has been under this act. and it 1

must, if this is pronounced unconstitutional,
lit once cease.

There is here a hope of poaoe and good government, even under the administration of
Pretident Grant, for he will be compelled, in
that event, to take his heavy hand from the
States and restore them to self-government, as
the federal constitution provides.

Cuba.

From Havana we learn the important new*
that the insurgents are moving steadily westward.Spanish accounts admit that a force of
» thousand men have forced their way
lcross Che trochu which was erected to
confine the insurgents to the Central and Easterndepartments, and are now on the way to
join their comrades in the Cinoo Villas districtWe are informed that they wilt v

be followed and annihilated, but as
n. . a ;.a- . J I_M«
uuc njnuiiiuuu) unvc ucvii

the Cuban insurgents.on paper.for th»
last six years, we may be pardoned if we

do not aocord implicit faith to tbo assurances
)f the authorities. It is evident that tha
Cubans are resolved to begin their long contemplatedcampaign against the sugar estates
of the Western Department We may
oxpcct news of burning plantations and wholemlodestruction of property unions the Spaniardssucceed in driving the insurgents once

more across the trocha or completely dispersingthem. it is to be regretted that
the wnr for independence should involve
the destruction of so much valuable property
but as the Spanish party did not hositate
to destroy the property of the Cubans they
have no right to complain of the retaliatorymeasures which may be adopted
against them. If the insurgents succeed
in passing through the Cinco Villas and fallingon the rich plantations of the Western
Department we may expect a renewal of tha
scenes of the St. Domingo revolt.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.
«

Mr. Amnsa Sprttgue, oi Providence, is registered
at the Hoffman House.
Rev. Dr. 8. K. Lottirop, ot Boston, is residln©

at the Westminster Hotel.
Ada Gray has been placing "Camllie" with soma,

success at New Orleans.
At a recent dinner of physicians in France thef

were very Jollj and toasted.disease
Paris complains that there were not buyer*

enough In the shops at Christmas time.
MurlUo's picture was saved by the newspapers,,

which spread abroad the news or the robbery.
Ex-Governor Theodore F. Randolph, of New

Jersey, has apartments at the Nevr York Hotel.
Mr. W. Brandt Storer, Russian Vice Consul at

Boston, Is sojourning at the Westminster Hotel.
Mrs. RousDy continues to draw good bouses at

the Lyceum. She has settled down into a popular
favorite.
Mr. Robert E. Carr, President of the Kansas PacificHallway Company, has arrived at the HoffmanHouse.
"Undine" was produced at Pord'3 Opera Houso

.with a magnificence never before equalled on the*
Washington stage.
Mr. Dion Boaclcanlt has been suffering from,

severe indisposition (or some days; but, with hia>
usual courage, refuses to give up.

it appears, then, by Beecher's letter of May 31,
1873, that the great pastor did "step down and.
out," so far as personally lar In his power.
Mr. Uaao Hinckley, President or the Philadelphia,Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company,yesterday arrived at the St. Nlcnolas Hotel.,
If the republicans had scot Grant off their shouldersin the Louisiana row they might nave marta

% fight for >70; but, fortunately lor the democrats,
lie "sticks." |
' It Is proposed In England to soothe the kicking
disposition of the British husband by the cat-o'ninc-tails,which was found so effective against
jarrotera.
"Lion caters," nearly all editors and artists, as-,

sembled at a Paris restaurant to try the meat of*
the monarch of leasts.the steaks were sent from<
Airloa, but were not greatly liked.
M. Oirardln appears to be the first public man la

Puns to discover that the proceedings of the governmentagulnst the Bonapartlst commute*
would practically deprive the people of the right
tn nrirnntzn thpirmol*i>« In nnlirlcat nartina

At Trevoux, la France, a farmer's boy killed two
young owls in a neat near the house, and the oldj
owls watched around for several nights, till on tb»
rib night an old male owl struck the same hoy ta

the lace and put one of hi* talons in the boy's left
IT#.
The negro melodies of the South And fitting Interpretersin Collender'a Georgian Minstrels, now

performing at Iloole.v's Opera House, Brooklyn. '

rneso singers are real negroes, and their songs
Eind their humor are genuine, and come of th»
iilaek man's intellect.
There was a tremendous flourish of trumpets,

aver Sardou's tragedy "La Iialne," and It was a

;reat success; tut on the twenty-fifth ntghv tha
receipts were insufficient to pay the expenses o£
the house and 11 was withdrawn, to be succeeded.
t>y "Orphfie aux Enfers."
The report put Into circulation that Mr. James

W. Morrlssey, the popular treasurer of the Pitta
Avenue Theatre, was about to sever his connectionwith that house is without foundation. ,lfr.
Morrlssey, after a short vacation, has resumed bis
Juty with characteristic energy.
Charivari recently had a conversation with a.

physician on the effects of the Purls siege, whlca
the latter especially regretted becauso It bad
Killed off In a short time thousands of feeble perrons,who would have otherwise lingered througa
years, to the great profit of the doctors.
Some of the Boston papers are discussing the

idvlsabllity of American audiences learning to
lias in the theatre. The revival of hissing is
recommended. Every one Interested In tho
jrogress or dramatic art will approve of tho
'ecommendatlon. It Is only In free America that
;he public can be bullied by managers out of their
-lght to express their feelings of dissent.
December 10, In the evening, a young woman

lad a quarrel with a man.apparently a love quar-
cl.in a room on the ttiird floor oi a house in the
ttoulevard Menllmontant. Ua<1o furious by the
juurrel she threw open the window and Jumped
ut. There wan a hard wind blowing at the time
tnd this, making a balloon of her skirts, sustained
icr weight ho lar as to let her gently down into
he deep snow, and she called a cab and drove
iway.
In Japan public expenses are being reduced ta

rarlous ways. The Mikado and members or the
mpertal family have renounced part of their In:oiiich./ Numerous employes have requested a roluctlonof tbeir salaries, and even scholars in the
lational academies have petitioned that mo
kmonut allowed for their education be temporarily
oduced. As the Japauose hav* a great fancy for
aking Western Ideas they will eventually get over
lotions of this sort.
One day, dnrlng the conflict between Bismarck
md toe Chamber in 1HA4, llerr iltimerding, the
hctor, was present at the debates. One of tha
numbers was violently attacking the Minister,
*ho was sitting in a small room adjoining, relervedfor the members of the Cabinet. Suddenly
tismarck half opened the door, and, putting out
its head, observed in a contemptuous tone"l'he
lonorable gentlemen need not speak so loud; wo
:an hear him quite weil in here." On the followngevening Bismarck was in the theatre, and
augheu heartily at some satirical verses whlcfi
were sung by llerr llllmerding apropos or the incidentol the previous da.r. When the curtain lull
no audience loudly applauded, upon which llerr
llllmerding, putting out his head, ezrhiimed:.
"Don't make such a noise, gentlemen; we can hear
you quite well In here." This, of course, brought
down the house, and Bismarck was so delighted
that he scut lor Uerr llllmerding to conirratuiata
Mm.


