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Municipal Government in the Metropolis
of Great Britain.

What the Citizens Pay for Street Clean-
ing and Sanitary Purposes.

THE PENALTY FOR JOBBERY.

Publle Schools, the Fire Brigade
and Fires.

GOSSIP OF THE GREAT CITY.

Lo¥pon, Dec. 28, 1874,
In previous letters on this supject we showed
that all local government in this couolry has
sometbing about it of the parochlal type, while
the Metropoutan Board of Works 15 simply & de-

velopment of the parochinsl system to the largest .
proportioos 1t has yet reachea even o Engiand, |
We also stated that, though Britain owes much o |
parochial admimstration, the vestries or parish
committees of the metropoils are not what the
population would desire them to be, and that
one ol the chiefl objections urged against Intrust-
ing the government of all London to the Metro-
politan Board 1s that this body 18 elected by the
veatries, and not by the ratepayers at large. Of
conrse, a8 the public 18 not satisfled with the
vestries tnemselves, it follows that a poard eleoted
by the vestries Ialls to give general satisinction,
But really the fanlt lies nol in the parochial
gystem, the theory of which—that of dis-
triet local self-government—is admirable., The
evil epringe from the imct that the better and
more intelligent portion of the populations of
parishes teke litile or no interest In vestries,
Itare it 18 to 0od any of that class on a vestry
nwoard, Though the vestries have the spending of
hundreds of thousands sterling of the ratepayers®
money you seldom hear of a vestryman ahove the
rank of & small iradesman. The better class
neither put op for the ofMce nor tronble them- |
selves to vote for those who do: consequently
parochial government falls into the hands of ilitter- |
ate parochial agitators, whose great delight is to
hear themselves talk and see themselves re- |
ported in the bhali-penpy parish papers. It is
pnly when 5t. Paucras or Marylebone or Comber-
well exceeds lteclf in doing the Indigpant or the
ridiculous that the great orcans of public opinion
give it o paragraph. Tne Metropolitan Board,
which, in & wvery stately council chamber,
holds & puullc sitting once 8 wWeek,
Is reported, 1ts Chairman, who Is also & member
of ke Imperial Parliament, receives a handsome
salary; and go high 18 the Board's opinion o! its
own dignity that it does not smile when one of the
representallve vesirymen relers to another as the
“Honorable member for Shorediteb,” or Padding-
ton, or some ofher parieh, as the case may be.
Bot a most excellent feature of the worklogs of
that Board and of the vestrles is the almost entire
mbsence of jubbery, There may be some of this;
but, If 80, it cainot be much. The Imperial Parila-
ment hos wisely provided against it. No member
of the Metropolitan Board may be a contractor for |
any work or supplies required by it and the pen-
alty for an oMcer of the Board receiving anything
directly or inairectly, by way of remuneration or
reward, for anything done by bim in the discharge |
ol his duties beyond the emolument patd bim by |
the Board, 18 a flue of $250, dismissal from his post |
and expulsion lorever [rom that or any other ap-
pointment under the sald Board. Somewhat sim- |
flar regulations apply in the case of vestries and |
their oficers, and though one does now and then
hear complaints of extravagance, It 18 very sel- |
dom, Indeed, that corrupiion 18 charged sgainss
any of the local bodles or thelr officers.
BTREET CLEANING,

As we have mentioned eXIravagance we may as
well at once point out that, while the ordinary
work o! keeplng the metropolitan streets i1n & |
good state ol repalr and cleanly 18 performed as
economically as could well be expected, the great
arterial improvements are effected at & very un-
necessarily large coat, The reason is that the
former work is done by the parisbes under general
acts of Parllament, while the latter 8 planned and
carried out by the Metropolitan Board, which ia
inherently weak, as baviog been constituted
undel an aet conlerring upon it only very limited
powers, and which, therefore, has to be con-
stanuly rnoniog to Parllament for fresh acts to
enable 1t to do this and that. Now, one of the
most expensive things In this proverblally
cxpensive conntry is an act of Parliament, espe-
cially an opposed one. Ecarccly a session has
passed since 1553 in which the ratepayers of the
metropolis have not had to pay for the promotion
of bilis by the Metropolitan Boara of Works. This
woula be bad encagh even supposing all those
biils were approved and became acts of Parliae
ments But such is not the case. 1t oeccasionally
happens that alter a long and expensive siitiog of
the nll by a Parnamentary commitiee it is re-
jected, and the ratepayers do gruwble at haviog
to pay for the Doard’s fallures us well 88 118 suec-
cedies,

TAXATION,

Tne amount of rates which one has to contribute
in this metropolis depends very much on the par- |
ticular parish ln wuich one may have bis premises,
01 course, the wvaiuation of the particnlar
premises 18 a cardinal element in the calcolation

on this head, becanse the ratepayer pnys s0 mucn
o0 cach pound steriog o valuation; but what
each potad 1o the vauation shall be habls to de-
peEnds manly on the toral sum required for the
maintensnee of tne poor recelving indoor and out-
door relel al the charge ol ratepayers ol the par-
ticular parish. And su it bappens that sowme of
tiie okt lushilonaole quuarters in the metropolis—
those which comd atford o puy the most rates— |
pay the least, 1o cousequence ol Lheir being but
very lew desiitute peop.e withun the parisn. |
Fuupers eanoot live In Belgravia and Tyburois, |
but they abound in the ceptral, eastern nnrl
Bunthery districts, anda woen driven Lo seek umion
reiiel become chargeable on ratepayers, thousanas
o whow are pot much better able to pay rates
1hap the paupers woom toey are compeiled to
maintalo, LIt were oot lor the poor rale the
parish eharges would be nowhele very laige
in London. Toe parish of St Fancoras 18 voe of the. |
008y v Xlensive in the metropolis, and s 1t hns o
due propotiivn ol paupess and §8 about as well
cicaned apd well eared jor by (L8 vesiry 68 any
other metropolitan Fm'lln. a few items (rom the
“Statement of Rates"” required by i 1or the six
month+ which will end ou the 25th of Mareh nexe
wiil tHustrate very farly toe cost of local governs-
pient in the melropolis:—The guardians of the
poor require posum wihich for those six months
BIIOUNLY L0 Len pence halipenny in tue pound on
the valuniion; the maintensoes of (he' police
GILOUNLS TO LWO pence Jarthing; county rate and
olher churges nuike up un item of one peony and
Borithigg; tor the Sireet limps teo pe 2y or
pavini, watermg and cleansing the streecs and the
removil ol dust, 1ol pence hadpenny; lur the
schivols under tie Puble School Board, seven-
elghiths ola peony; 107 sanltary purposesd, oflicers'
ealuries  and poundage, printige, statlonsry
and generil expenses, one penuy aud ones
@iglith; wr payment of toterest o the buld debrs
Of cXEHCE PAviEg LTUsts, one lalipeany s 1or se wera!
rate, one Dulipenny,  So wuch 18 tor purely loeal
purposes; but 1w addition o tle loregoing the
parish has to pay it coutribnuon to Lo metro-
soltitan consoliudated rute, which 8 disbursed by
ne Metropointan Board of Works, and this con-
Lelonton amoun’s [0 Ewo pence on the poaid on
Wie vieiation,  The Sum total of tie gmount whleh
pacl househoder in st Procras RS to pay to s
VEREEY Jur the hall year already meotioned 1= two
Butlings ol three balipatice on every polnd of
Vikiundaon o s premises. The vestry has cothing
10 do with 11s supply of water.  For this nnd any
g8 ne way barn he has to pay private coms
ounls. The parish  raling  varices ‘o
all year 1o nalt year, bk, taking
thir  LilusEtration we bhuve given a8 an
AVErage ole, abous fonr shilungs and teree pence
Tl pontied P i 18 WE GG WS iy Lotse-
Bolder i tne melopolis hiE Lo pay lor mmnien-
wnce ol the poor, and lEhoog, the cleanging, e
FULILALY Brrungemenis ana tne pollce enrotorn tae
pitye  bne pavoinedis inoirout of peopies’ houses
the oceuplors huve to get swepl, aidu erossing
Sweopgts, who beg jlor gratutties, periorm che use-
[l jupetion o keeping patways clenn betwesi
Lhe paveinenls ol oither stae ol the pulite  thors
DU lnres s B0t Lheso THhor oughInees are g dowi
Aol peparred  amd o watersd aon oleansed hy the
BEEENes, dld on tee whole the work s exdeci.
ﬂ.w well uone, cunsidering the eunorious tiatic
W othe Loudon srree. s,
THE DUTY OF THE BOARD OF WORKRE
Let us now teke o glsbce ab Loe ouerations of

| e,

| dungered.

the Metropolilan Board of Worksand at the cost of
those ]npurluom to the public of the Hritish
cuplial,
teen years, amd the total of its sctosl deis 18 st
this moment more than ten mitllons steriing. Hut
1 18 only 1alr to Bt cnoe state tnnt the Hoard 18 &
lendiog Institntion. By several acts of Parliament
it 14 empowered—that |8, comwmanded —to  lend
mouey to the Metropolitan District Asyium Board
antd other wetropolitan bodies, and 1t has done S0
to the extent of aboit & miljon and & balt. Alter
this deduction we fina the indebtedness of the
Board of Works on 18 owa account o amouny to
close upon nine milllons, Tne security 1t has
gven to the lenders for this s Is 1A rating
powers on property vilued at more Lhan twenty
and a hall milions, and the auuoal interest |3
pays ou the debe 18 between three And four hun-
dred thonsand poonds sterling, the relation which
the lpterest bears (o the rateable value scouring
jts  paymeut being Lild. in the pound
storling, But s aguinst this Indebtedness ol
the Board it has surplas lands and other property
valued at sometiing more than s muilion and &
quarter, su that 114 net indebtedness is between
seven and elght willlons, The estimate of expeadis
ture for 1874 wWas rares-quarters of & milliog,
against wiich the Bourd woull bave a realized
meome ol pearly £400,000, exciusive of rates. Con-
sequently it has been obliged (o ralse by rates &
sum of o Metle over £570,000 stering, Ooe item of
realized tncome for 1574 12 worthy of a remark, It
18 & milllon wnd & quarier dolinrs derived irom the
conl and wine autles, payable In the metropolis
The lormer {9 duty of thirteen pence on every
ton ol co@l brougnt loto the metrovols, and (he
latter is a dury of lour shllings a tun on all sorts
o1 wine entering the city, This isiter duty is um-

osed under the providons of an old aet of Pare
tnment *tor the relie! of orphuns and other ereal-
tors of 1he cily of London,"

The proceeds ol botn imposts were formerty paid
futoe the treasury of the London corporation,
Those dutied were to have expired ln 18625 but
when the embanking of the Thames was resolved
upon Parliament determined that this m -
cent work shonla be paid tor oot of the coal and
wine duties, Accoraingly, it p wan ack pro-
viding tor the renewal of both lor & farther p-riod

ol ten years, and ualso providing that nine pence

of the thirteen pence on cosl sod the whole of ihe
four shilllngs per tun on wine should be handed
over 1o tie Metropolltay Hoard of Works. In this
wiy the metropolls has been repaying the sum
borrowed for embanking the Toames. Four peice
of the conl dury were leit in the hands ol the cors
poration for clty lmprovements,

THE FACILITY OF RAISING LARGE SUMS
on the coal snd wine duties has proved as irre-
sistible o tempration to the Metropolitan Board of
Works as that atforaed by the jncome 1ax was to
successive Coancellors of the lmperial Exchequer,
By various aets of Partament taose duties have
been relmposed for yet another and yeti another
period ol years, Toe lust of Liese aets Keepa both in
1ull vigor tlll 1859, and it was only the olher day
the Metropolitan Howrd proposed to have them
still further extended by o iresh enactment.

STIREETS AND BULLDINGS INSPRCTORsHLE,

In respectto the supervision ol stree s and bullds
iogs the Board Las had very extensive powers
conferred upou it by Parliament trom time to time,
Every strapger who nas had business to transact
in Lendon must buve felt the nconveulence re-
sulting (rom so wany different streets beariog the
sauie name. The number of King streets in Lon-
don 15 petween tiursy and lorly, sna the Queen
atreets and Castle sirects and Junn streers are
nearly a8 ouwmerous, Again, you will find va-
riouns lists of the sawe lne of roud or that bearing
various appellations, ‘This houso on & road 1s No,
1 or No, 2 ol such and such a terraece,
The uouse next o it 18, perhaps, No.
1 or 2ot such and such n parade and s0 oo.

To the Metropoltan Board of Works I8 committed |

the task of bringing about something like sim-
plicliy L0 street nomenclature, wnd stove Lt came
mto existence It nas abolisherd between 5,000 and
6,000 anbeldiary nimes ol sireets, new named be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 streets and repnmbered
ubout 120,000 housgs, Tie sanction of the Beard
14 pecessary to the erectivn of any huollding ve-
yond tne general line of sireet frontage,
wne year 1873 1% received 260 avplications for con-
sent to erect such bulldings, and or these 1%
grauted only 151, 1t8 consent is necessary also in
case of the colstruction ol porticos, verandas
and baleonies, During 1873 1t received 87 applica-
Tions 10 respect of such structures and refused 14

of them., In the sume year 1t sanctioned 67
plana lor new streets  and  footways, and
disailowed 42  The street WwWorks o thnt

year pecessitated the temporary closing, wholly
OF In pari, of Do lewer than 180 sireets,  Dur-
iy the same year the bourd recelved Informu-
tlons complainipg ol dnngerous structures in as
many as 1,21 caged. After an investgation by (18
own surveyors it decided that as many as 1,002
structures were dangerous and touk steps accord-
ingly lor their repalr or demolition.
THE AUTHORITY ALMOST UNIVERSAL

From the loregolng staristies it will be seen that
indepetidently of their great undertukings—such
&8 the main drainpge, the Thames Emounkment
and the consiruction of pew wain Lhorougolu es—
the Board has very Lmportant daties to periorm
in respect of the whole vl the metropalis outside
the Limited area o1 the Lord Mayor's jurisdiction.
Wurks that are easentially metropolithn are paid

lor out of a rate levied on the entire of the me- |

tropolls outside she city; those which are partly
metropolition und in part purely parochial, are
pald jor partly by the
ully and purtly by the lunds of the par-
ticular parish benefited by the Lnprove-
meut, aod wurks sirictly parochtal are done
by the parish at 1ts own cost. But there ls
one other juncrion discharged Ly the Metropolitan
Bourd winlch mnst pot escape notice. It bas veen
invested with the eniire charge of the splendid
Fire Brigade which does uu:,{‘emr the entire
metropolis, the city Inciudad. N yEurs ugo tols
wes not 850, Up 1o that perlod, the Fire Brigade,
as It toen existed, was maintaned by the insur-
ance companiea: but by an act of Parllament,
passed |n tne twenty-cighth aud twenty-uinth
years of the reign of her present Majesty, the
plant and property ol the bLrigade were traos-
lerred to the Metropolitan Board. The expeose of
CArTYIDg out the we, which lmposes on the Board
tbe duty of exunguishing tre and protecung lifs
and property in case ol dre in the metropolls, 18
me!, partly by contributions (rom the imperial
govermment and the fire insurance Companies,
and partiy by arate of a balipenny on the pound
on tiie métrepolis.
THE FIRE BRIGADE,

There are now bl statiuns ol the brigade in Lon.
don, and 4 stations are on the Thnames, where
steam fAouting engines are mooregd. In connec-
Hun with these stulions whieh ure all in communi-
cation with euch olher by means ol toe electrio
telegraph, there are 63 telegraph hnes and
miles o) telegraph, 1 iron flosting barge 1O CArry &
latd gtestn Nre engloe, 6 lurge land sieawm lire en-
giines, 14 amall lund steam fdre engines, 15 7-inch
lnnpual five engines, H6 G-1uch mauval five engines,
12 under é-inch manual fre engines, and 394 fire-
Tiere are 106 fire escape statious and i25
fre escupes.  Vhe number ol tremen employed o
1ue several watehes Kept up during the day 18 00;
the pumber at nuent 18 1si, so that 271 are em-
ployed on watch duty in evely twenty-iour hours,

I'ne nuwmber ek, injured, on leave or under in- | 1% will bo a8 & new loase of 116 to him, “4nuthop

star’” ol health for tne campaign of hard work and

siruction s usually petween 40 and 0. Toe

remalning  wen  are  avalable for gene-
ral  work av  fires, During 1878 the calis
made.on the origade for n torn out of en-

Hloes were #8 many as 1,703, o1 tnese 83 proved
e De lalse alaring aud T2 we e alarins ol cuunuey
fires, O Ures otber than cuimney fires there were
1,048, of winch 106 resulted 1 serlous dumage and
L3582 in shgnt damage. o 20 of toose (lres ife
wid [ustand n T4 oo them lle WAS Eertoudly en-
The pumner ol Lves netually loss was
495, ol whom 12 were taken out of the burmng
putldings belore death,
cniubeu 1o hospitals or elsewnere.
ber ol calls 10r ciimoey fires, and in whick no
dlarw ol gepersl Ure bhoad been raised, was 3,602,
In 1nese case’d there wus no artendance ol en-
gines, but only of firemen with haod pumps, lhe
quantity of waler used jor exunguisoing tires in
toe metropolis durihg the year 1873, wus ubout
44,600,000 gatlons, or 104,000 tous. The working
accounts lor the year show the expenditure of
e brivade to have been nearly $£370.000. O1 this
belween §180,000 and $185,000 went to salurles and
wages, and nearly 210,000 for men's clotning;
Anmetning unaer $2,500 for payments to medical
oflicers and about $££500 1n pensions to lute olicers
und o widows,
GREAT WORKS.

#0 much lor the guvernments of London by the
corporutivn ol tiie city, the Mesropolivan Board of
Works and the ves ries, ‘The great works ol the
Howorn Viadoet, the dead meit market, the con-
stiuction ol Cabnon street ann toe wideniug of
several ol the ciy thorougninres Lave been exe-
cuted by the corporation, ull of them betng within
the Lord Mayor's jurisdiciion. 1There ate other
bodies, cach as the Looal Government Board—a de-
Parunenc ol the yuperil goveraiment; the Asylums
BOAra—partly nowinated by the buperial goverus
ment and partly elected oy the boards ol Guardiuns
of the poor; the Boaras ol Guardiaus themselves,
clected by the ratepoaiers; all ol which bodies
B Ve Juri=dicllons, wiieh are guast local goveru-
wental, snd 1momany ibsianees lneonveniently
confhioting,  But witih these bodies and Lheir sev-
eral jurisdictions we necd pot trouble ourselves in
aetil, buoougn bas been stated to enable
Awmeriean public to suMerently understand the

present sysem ol lucal sell-government in Lon- |
dop, with 168 Werits and dowerits, It only remains
10F U8 10 eXplalih 10 Guoloer letter the substituie |

for thut system S hich is to be proposed to the Im-
peril Parhiament 1o the coming scssion,
BADYLON'S Gossie,

Thank God the ghastly seazon called Christuins
1sover! 1L 18 ull very well to read of in Dickens'
works, but the reality Is anyiliung but pieasant,
Thig year 1t secmod us thougn we were golng o
have whal everybody spoke oi a% an old-1ashioned
UNristuns, for Lhere wes e on the ornamental
Walers in the Various parke, irost wove its lovely
pattarns on tng Window pages and (be streets
were cdumb With suow.”™ puat oo COHrStmas
Eve the wind cusnged , the Irost all departed n
the night, aod Cofstmes Day was dump and
mugEy, the streels il of siash ang the house
caves drippimg wita i dted snow. ThIs vlestive
Arason, " a8 conventionnl people persist in cailing
Ik, fas beed Worse Ehis ear Lown ¢vers jor Corst-
e Doy haopenihe on 4 Friday, the next day 1a.
Dy daw, i Dk oldiy, Woen slops are shab and

business ol ail kinds suspudcen, sod ten came
HOiay s 2o that we nave nad tnree blunk! diys,
Auring whicli our sireets have been almost given

Up 1o the vronken peopie who abiound Just ouw,
THE COoUny,

The Queen 15 Ketpung Unristmas at Osborne, o8
nsnak s o duli season with tier, approximating
Bo closely, ag it docs, 1o Lhe date of Pridce Albort's
den 1, and toere ; Blediul Tejoicthgs,  Ine
oinee snd Prim i Wolex, on she conirary,
elweyseurortatn o fnrpo party ot Sandoosgnam
and give themeeives un 1o great lesuivily. Toe
Puke and Duchess of Ediaburgh are amoug their
puests this yoar, and toere nas been planty of

shouvting jor Lke wen and slelgblag for the laales, |

The Board has besnu In eXxistence nine. |

 Oxfordshire, one of the most eariul sserdents ©

| striet Cataone,

During |

| thon.

rutepuyers geners |

but subsequently suc- |
Tue total name- |

the |

Know too well what 1t

told won the m';u‘.m t the m::n}
"
Hall °s.c'h show, Was parchased by the lessee of

Cremorne Gardens lor £150

§750), Ad Wis yester-
Any ronstod whole and dist i

tated 1o the paor.
ant who watch sod make notes
will tell you that this socalied “fes!ive scason' in
aiways marked by some
PIRE CALAMITY.
On Christmas Eve occurred, near I‘m&t%
a
bas vocurred since railways have beoew brought
AMONE WA AD eXpress traln was going at full

#pocd when the tire of & wieel on & third ¢
carriage hroke; the carriage jeit the metals an
calne W contact with the avuiment of & bridge;
o0 IOTemust conclies telescoped into eacn other
and two of them el over into the water below,
THirty-1wo passougers were blied and more thag
seveuly in ured,

ount the Same time ocearred,
A trightiul
uN
In which seventeen persons were killad,

Tue police have gs vel lound no ciew 10

LADY DUDLEY'S JEWELA,
bat ber fther, sir Tuomas Movcrioffs, has gl':
lished & statement to the efect that ineir
worth was about £14,000
lon attaches 1o i0e manl servant, who

been for years in the lamiiy.

ime of the best known mea in Lopdon e just
dead. There are ew sirangers woo de nol vislg
Evans’ Supper Rootas 1 Covent Garden, of which
lor wany yeoars

“TADDY GREEN''
waa the director. He died last week, In bl sev.
euty-third yohr, " bis
CArCOT A8 W Chorus sBger at the Adelpal
SR o St et Chaba o
ahol nish place ¢ i, bor " ¥ wasa

‘m spuffoox and his afectionate
greey 10 s “dear boys' were traditions ol the
rlul. WONLY Years ago It was the lasnion lor &
1itie Kuot of auhors and men aboat tewWn 10 meet
pretty regulariy at bvaus', and (Le Bouse was &
avorite haunt with Tonckeray. Mr, Green has the
credit of uving | hed the ind L sopgs
Wihich us one time prevatied,

LIVINGSTUNE'S TOMB.

On Thursday & large back marble tombstone |

Wus lald over the grave of the late Dr, Laving-
Ktone, in Westminsier Anboy, The stone bore &
lengLay toscription in goll letters as wliows:—
MROVGHT BY PAITHFUL NANDS
Uver Land and bea,

HENE BESTS

DAVID LIVINGSTONE,
, Travelier, Puilanth

RN MARCH 19, 1813,
At Blantre, Lavarksuire,
PIED MAY L, 1°%

AV Ohptamibe's Vaiiey, Uinla,

For thirty years his lile was spent in an unwearied

effort 10 evangelze he La ive races, Lo 8x-
plure the undiscovered secret= and abol.

ish the desainting sluve Trade
OF CENTHAL AFWHICA,
Where with s last words e Wrote;—
“AN I oan do in my solitude (s, may Heaven's rich

Mfcum. duwn on every one—aA

Englsh, Turk—who will help to heal thia
open sore of the world,”

On the mght napd edge of the stone were the

following hines:—

Tantus amor veri Nibil est quod noscere malim,
uam Fluvi causas per Secula Tanta Latentes,
nd on tne 01t haod edge the fol.owing text:—

Other saeep | Dave which are not of (ks fola g

They also | must bring and they shall bear my |

vuice.

DISHAELL

1 bave just paturned from A lew days' visit to
Bouremouth, tne Dorsetshire walering place,
where Mr, Disraell s staying, It 18 & melatcholy
piice, and bhas bLeen greatly overouilt, so th
miny ol the houses are (o it The villas are g
ted down here and thers gmong the plue wonds,
which have @ very lnoeresl appoarance. Most of the
visitors are invaluls, and respirators are univers
gal, | beurd very bad accouu's of the Premier's
pealth. He is staying at the Bath Hotel, attended
by his secretary, Mr. M. Corry.

STHE GREVILLE MEMOIRS"

The book of conrt and soclety gossip from which
you printed long extracts somo time glnoe (8 about
to pe made the =ubject of atiack o the next num-
per ol the Quarieriy Review, The writer commiss

| sloned W0 wield the scalpiog knlie 18 old Mr.

Abraham Hayward, Q. ., & very vicions gentie-
man, who, beiug himsell & rivil @ditor and collec-
tor :?li wnecdotes, 18 lkely to do s cutting up with
& Wil

THEATRICAL.

The London toeatres uave entered upon their |

usnal Chrisimans career of pantomimes and bur-
Jesques. which will lasc for & couple of nouths,
and ol willch, inasmuch A they never depart from

| the old-tashioned model, no detalles description

i8 necessury, The besat pantomime I8 ot Drary
Lane, wnere the members of the Vokes family
ure engaged, Mr. Hare, late ol the Prince of
Wules' Tneatre, has taken the Court Theatre in
B.oane street, Rumor asserts that Mr, W. S, Gile

| bert, the dramarist, 18 associated with nim o the

enterprige, Mrs, Keodall wil be the enhiel attracs
‘The reut of the theatre I8 £1,500, mud Mr,
Hare will have to work bhard to make 1t pay. The
Bow srreet Pulice Court, which jor years has been
coudemned as inconvenient, 18 L0 ve abandoned,
and the (ueen's Tueatre, Long Acre, has been
Baumnnsd by the government tur £70,000, and will
converted 1nto o Magistrate's
station, &c. Mr, b y the B esl:

e
dent” of the Dally News, &Cq 18 the Jortunate |

owner of the property.

THE BSEATING SEASON.
The skating at the Park 1is still decidedly good,

and yesterday it was enjoyed by thousands, Asa
rule this winter amusement in New York is of
short duration; but that complaint is not likely |
thers having been
already considerable ice and skating on the ponas. |
The scene early In the morning was eniivened by |
| equadrons of school boys and school girls. Satur-
day is thelr great bollday of the week. How they

to hold good thls season,

enjoyed it yesterday! From every section tney
came, rich and poor, rough and ready, well cared
jor and retiring—all & merry throng with but one
ambitlon, & grand day's sport on the

4 great boon these ponds

nothing but happiness in the world when you look

upon such a mass of the younger portion of human.
| ity as was there

represented,
will be remembered, and olten
cau be benefited thereby.

The smsght

rejolcing.
lurged 1n sige nud given & new existence by cons

tact of this chsracter, and if he will only take *a
| hand in* and joln the boys and giris 10 some of

their “two-lorty" ratties over the irozen surface,

business.
‘I'he smaller pond, near the Fifth avenue en-

trance, was just as crowded as tne lake, and if

auything the ice was in batter coudition. Here
the same character of throng was obaerved,
and toovugh toe atmosphere was particuiarly in-
ginuating, the skaters did not wind 1t at all.
TRrougnout the whole day and during the evening
the erowd continued, and It Was ever a cheery,
moving throng, with a glow ot pleasure and a har-
mony of music sweeploe along irom side to side of
the ponds, fiing the pir and nfluencing the nun-
dreds, wiose leet were not steel clad. ‘The Inpa-
seaps was bare, cold and cheerless, but still the
Park, yesteraay, after s fasulon—tbe fasnion of
winler—was pleasant.

ICE IN THE RIVERS.

Though tnere was considerable ice in the East
and North rivers yesterday there was not the
shightest interruption In the trips of the several
boals that piy between Manhattan Isiand and the
adjacent shores, The lce wad soft sad pulpy,
easlly crushed by the stout bows ol the cralt that

rapidly cut across tne streams aloresaid, with |

their llving Ireight; and at iimes the Aoe did not
extenn more Lban one-eightn the distance Irom
shore to shore. Above the Fulton ferry, on the
East luver, thera were made many lodgments of
large quantities of the foating cakes in the plers
on the dood tide, yet It wus not troublesome.
pliots secmed but litkle perplexed at ita presence,
They sept their craft ploughing throngh the
thickest portions of the Noe aod feit no com-

cern. Had the cakes bLeen large and tough
the cpse would have been  very  dlfferent,
and hundreds  of  men  anXxiods o reach

their destnations would have vented desp ndig-
nution upon toe elements by stampiig of leet nnd
muitered curses, Brovkiyultes anid Jersey people
18 lor the East und Norih
rivers to be blocked, It means ate to business
and late at home o the plght; it means cold
cabins and general discomfitare 1o making the
vuyage, with ntile or wo satlsiaction 1o pe o
talned (rom ferry employés when the obsiruction
has pecome so lormidable a8 to prevent the bouwts
irom edgiug through the mass. Hot the grombie
15 not on one side only,  Pliots and directors slike

have ocepsion o lament this condition of afairs, |

The tormer ior the inereascd diigence and exira
WOk requured, and the 1aLEer (oo the neavy cosia
of repuirs pecessitated by broken padidles and
torn copper. As with  the wravellers, so the
direetors of our ferry eompanies heartily pray tor
nuoostrucied rivers i the winier,

Farly yesterday morning, that is to say, two or
three Gowis berore daytght, there wiis some trou-
ble experienced 1t the North lKiver. The ce was
nofuiie jarge cakes, and the long time between
tig trips on the Cortlandt street tervy eunoled 1t
to cluse the channel, so that it was slow work in
Crossing. Soon witer ouybronk, howaver,
geores ol tugs and other viss s broke up the
countless blocks, and with the enb vide he foe
passed out by the Battery nto he bay, woere it
crombied mto swatler pleces, goma ol wialeh, in
BUTFD, WRES CRITieu up dhe mast Hiver by the next
tde,  The staten Istand wrryboats passed up and
down the bay o theor usunl dreniliod way, “yrave
paced and gow,"” Lo one tioking 1 possioe lof
them to be pat uat ol ur by Or gnything elesy
o6 [hat sort, and the Hatien boats also ran on
Lime, b iy, with s dottod, wolte appenrince,
Jooked quite unnsuil and  somow hat proturesque,
DL wlmost every wan nud Wonn i Gothem  nas
gogm the same Thing every winter of sheir lives,
aud to them L s su old story.

| Age are o every lovality.

‘ourt, ‘Pﬁilol
Al

1ce.
One can obtaln an excellent 1dea of what |
are by wisitiog
the Park on occssions of tbis kind, There seems

the adult
Disappointments meit
away in the presence ol 8o much innocence and
A puor jaded man, encrusted over witn
the rust of erowded rooms, 19 muade- to feel en-

acts  pow  oelng  adopled

put them to school,
even being introdoced in bussis, W hether the
law will be of practical bepelt 1o tids elty re-
malus to be seéeu, Many pro t ed "
geem to be of the oplnion that great diMeaity will
be experienesd In en orcing ts provisons in s
Iree couniry.
perintendent for Germang & profound seh lar and
an educator of high repute, approves of it aod,
thinks it will benellt the schoois,

The |

AN nquest at No, 165 East Seventy-arst siree!
the body ol Carohine Mass, & German gir, em-
oyed as domestio, whio oo Fridey ovemin: was
earully and ustaliy boruea Y (e eXpesion of &
Can of banzine, & pariin of whicn, I8 s sualed, sao
wils using for the purpose ol cleaning a aress,

the |

COMPULSORY E.'DUC:NI‘ION.

JUDGE DAVIS APPROVES THE RULES ADOPTED

BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION—PRACTICAL
WORKINGS OF THE LAW,
It wil be remembered that the Compulsory Edu.

cation act, which went mominally into effect on
January 1, makes it the duty of the Board of Edu-
cation to udopt a sel of rules lor the enlorcement
of the law which must be approved by some Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court. The roles having been
prepared were submitted to Justice Noah Davis,
who approved tbem after cerlain emendations,
and yesterday Mr. Kiernan, the Clerk ol the
Board, fled a copy 1o
County Clerk., In order to fully under-
atand
be well to recall In & few words the mere purpurs
of the law nnder which they are to be carried out,
. The act makes school atiendance compulsory om
every child between the ages of eight and four-
| teen during fourteen weeks in the year; infiicts &
penalty of §50 for each offence on every person who
emp.ors a ohild o/ that age that has pot attended
school fourteen weeks in the year, and on the
parent's or guardians a fine of $1 lor the frst werk
of omission to send the chila to school and of $5
for each subsequent week, [f they are unable to
induce the chlid to go to school they sball be re-
lleved of all penniudes and the child sbhall be
treated o8 an “habitual truant,” and the Board
shall provide sultable places for the conflnement
and mstraction of those chlldren.

the offce of the

the bearing of these rules 1t will

THE IRULES ADOITED,
The rules that bave becn adopted to carry out

this law in New York clty provide lor the \aking
of & census of all chiidren between eight and
fourieen, and [or the appolotment of an agent of
truancy lor each school district, who shall see that
they all attend school, and enforze the law “by
means of argument and persuasion, and by means
other than force, If the same can be done.” These
eight agents of vruauncy, for there are elght school
districts, shal! procure irom some police justice a
Warrans lor tbe arrest of every child who cannot
be swayed Ly ghese Kindly influences I found
guMty by & pollce justice whe child shall be com-
witied 10 RKaodall's lsiand to be sent 1o school
\kere, or to toe care of the Society for the Belurma.
tion of Juvenie Delinquents, to be by them
resiralned and detained ana sent to school,
Tuose portious of Randall's Island respectively
wuder the control of the Comumissioners o1 Qhar-
jues ana Correction and of toe above-numed so-
ciety shall be set apart “as suitavle places for the
discipiine,
aren™ violating the act.  Tao police are requirea

tnatraction sana confiuement of chil-
o pssist jo the enlorcement of these provislons,
THE CENSUK

The first step taken Lo carry out the law was to
rtqiuﬂl every school principal to send a st of all
children of sonool age of whom he Has a record,
Mr. Jonn Meinlyro wes eotrusted with Lhe compls
lation of 1he census Irom these lsts, and lias
twelve clorks 1o assist Dim 10 LS enormons sk,
Toeir work s done in (ooms st upart lor them un
the Wop foor ol the balidiog ol the Board ol Edus
catiog. Toe pumber ol Batnes seut i to Mr. Melo-
tyre 18 about 1 5,000, They are to be classified
Dy tue street, so that the agents of traancy shill
be abie to tell at & glasce what ehtldren ol schiool
ILhe cen-us lists of
coach sireet wuen compieted will coutain the num-
ber of the house, the name wod age of toe ehild,
tne schoul 1t attends, how employed, the place of

emplos meut, Dawe pnd residence ol Lhe ciapioyer
and of the psrents or goardians. AMr. Mclotyre
Bays the hsts Wil not be ready (or ive weeks, as

the Lesk 15 oue of greal magnitude and mmvoives o
Vast wmwount of labor. When ready tney wili be
bapded 10 the ol Commissioners, who will
then, in one day, take whe censud of & the other
chlidren woo are not atending schiools. Mr. Me-
Intyie ihinks that this can be Jdooe, a8 the lista
will prove valuable guides to the police ofleers,
WHO are direcied W0 go Lo every Buuse i the ciLy.

Tvwill thus no seen that 18 wiil probabiy take two

months belore the provisious o the law are Jully
put into practical operation,
BUPERINTENOENE KIDDLE'S VIEWS,
It 18 & signincant lwot that the weading educators

Of this State bave not received the [aw Javerably,
mome ol Lh m consider 118 provisions too weak,

Whie othiers are allogether opposed to compul-

Bury educalion, a8 being loreign to the genius

ol our free justitutions, 10 the latter class be.ougs
saperintendent Kiadie, whose superior Knowiedgo

L {1 |
Ol everyliing appertaining to uur system of iree . plece is & pleasing trifie and was oharmingly

puohie mstructivn wod woose excellent judgment
muke Wim & trustworthy authority on” the sube-
ect, Mr. Kidale said yesterdas that he thoug

re Wius Do necessity for this com; ulsory meds-

ure. Wohat was tne use of trying to compel a poor |
man to eaucate his chitidren whnen he hiad Lot the

mesns to  clotne aud them ¥ Wlat
w¥ wanted was to be ilaken
and tbis work was wiready done LY the cuwritas
vle socleues, who supply to  them the
nrocssary  elutoy and admit them to their
ecnools. Mr. Kidale thinks the law opposed to the
gon.us of iree justilutions, altbhough, us o
schoul oMeer, he will iend all s wid o enforce it.
Une law 10 the law whien be has already seen s
tant under it wstruction at home will be veemed
& valld excuse lor stajing away rom scbool
Many parents are certainly incompetent to leaon
tnelr childreu, and 1o his opiolon it would be bet-
fer to require that the employer ol every cuild bo.
tween ewbl and fourteen snould be compelled to
sliow a ceruficate from some licenssd or autnor-
1zed teacher showing that the child had received
Pruper wstruciion ior lourteen weeks, 1o u law
ike this Mr. KidAle thought the teacoing at*home
shiould be pui under soine puviic sutiorigation,
ADDITIONAL SCUOOL FACILITIES,

It is not unlikely that the school accommoda-
tluns in many distriols will be found insuMoejent,
as the schooia sre already overcrowded, and n
tnat case the Board ol Education, 1t 18 thought,
will furniah sdditional setiool facthities, It 1s also
probable that some relormatory institation will be
uvpened lor Lthose clildren who are, Irom their past
lives, not exactly fitted for assoclating with the
puptis now o the public SeNools, aud wiHo are yes
not lable to arrest from thelr relussl Lo attend
ithe sehools, President Netlgon, of the Hooard of
Lducation, lnlenus to carry out the law o the
most lenlent and  Kinaly  wapner  possibie,
In hig last anounl address ne  lekd stress
upou the ‘met that Lthe agenis of truaue
will be dustructed *'to use their anthority wit
gentieness and uiscrotion, seckivg ratner to win
by argument and persuasion than 1o drive by
foree.” There are, unioriunately, no Lustworthy
statistios from which the puwber of chidren who
do not attend school and are. properly s eaking,
“habitunl trusnts’! could be guthered. There are
over 40,90 cnildaren, as ascertamed by Mr. Kid-
dle, 1 toe varions private schools of the ey, Ir
we can Judge irom the number o uewsooys and
othedstreet arans there musi, however, Ge very
many who receive no regular instruction.

THE GENMAN LAW,

The German Compuisory FEducaidon Inw, whieh |

Is supposed Lo be Liae model of 1his and sumilar
in  other conn-
tries, |8 mueh mo e siringent o Its  pros
visions than the one esacied jor this State,
It does not require jourteen weeks' |0-

struction 1o each year, but usiuterrupted tuition

from the age of five to iourteen, The fue which

Is inflicted on parents i swall, but I8 gradusily
ralsed witer euch oflence, aud the 0 B0
the chiidren who do not comply with the law and

Compulsory cducation is pow

1

1

ht |

care of, |

- ——

| side counsels her above

FRENCH PLAYS.|

Les Deux Comtesses---Les
Maniaques.

Mlle. Sarah Bernhardt in

“Tes Plaideurs.”

THE IMMORTAL MLLE DEJAZET.

The Pleces That Have Leng

Runs in Paris.

PARIS, Deo, 81, 1074
“LES DEDX OOMTRSSES" (EUGENR NUS).

The leading idea of this piece is taken from
Balzac's noble story of “Colonel Chaberts,” It 1s
the aramatic history of & young girl who is mar-
ried to Count Lounls de Trevenee, who disappears
during the first French Revolution, and is ofMclally
reported as dead. His sapposed widow supports
hersell by needlework and his gon becomes &
painter. Finally they discover that the Count de
Trevenec |s net dead, but that, baving long sought
his lost wife in vain, he has married another lady
In America. They leave him in possession of his
happiness, destroy the register of his Arst mar-
riage, and toe son Is rewarded by the band of a
rich young American lady, who {8 won by his
geniug and magoanimity. The plece has had a
great success and is admirably played.

“LES MANTAQUES" (MM. LETERRIER AND VANLOO)
18 an amusing plece which has been brought out
at the same house, and it 18 a careful stndy of
manners, It represents the vagaries of three ec-
centrle persons, M. Lavardin, a rich, old col-
lector of cnriosities, who haa a danghter to marry ;
M. Ismidore, the intended husband of the young
Jady, and an elderly music master, named Cré-
pmet., He jalls in love with his pupll and ¢ourts

are fond of dramatic Borrors, posmbly &8 & 08
trast 1o thelr own uneveatlal Lves
THE SERIES OF MASLED BALLS
has begun for the winter 1 the Salie Favart of
the Opira Comigue. They are enlivened by a@
excellent band, and tie price o admission is Axed
At ten fiunucs, as wos Jormerly the case 8t the oid
opera huuse (o the Rue Lepeistiar.

The Boctety of Sacred Harmony nas performed
At the Circus b the Champs Elysdes Hapdels
oratorio ia three parta, entitied “Judas Macos
baua:" and the crowds who focked to hear i
ofler sulicient prool \bat ke stody of selent iy
muslc has made evorimous progress in Frauce of
late years, Hoth the chorus and the orchestira
were very effective st lbe oratorio, and ihe pope
lormaice Was & great sucoess.

YLES AMOURS DU DiaBLE"™
fins been reproduced with entirely new deorrss
tions at the Chitelet, It s an opers 1B (OUE il
DA nine tablesuX, of which the words are by M,
de Saint-Georges and ihe music by Albert Grisar,
It was Orst played at the ThiéAtire Lyrigoe un 1853,
when it bad & orisk reo of Aty nighta, il it wae
withdruwn by government interierence, The sube
Ject treated 1s the story of & youog devil who bas
taken the form of & pretty woman to lure a wild
young scamp Into perdition. DBut the she demon
becomes cajtivated by the young mau and falls |9
love with him so deeply that st the eritical women’y
slie determines 10 return alote o Batan and (¢ pe
bears (o destroy the soul of him whom she has « o
deavored to entrap. 1he whoie work is made ug
of sIrlking tableanx, of whieh tue
FALACE OF BEELAZRBUB
1s the most remarkabie. Nothing can possibiy be
aweeter or more delight/ul than the baliet which
concluodes the firat act, and all the masic ts gl of
grace and teuderness. It attracts crowded houscs,
"ﬂl'l‘l.l"

I8 a trifing production, whish has been Lroughg
out at the Opéra Comique, and of which the musia
ls by M. Conte; the libretto by M. Louls Guliet,
The plot of this littie opers is of exireme sjps
plicity, Laura, a pretty young widow, reluses .o
marry a rich suitor, whols violently in love wih
her, and who 18 jeatous of a tall Turk, who moves
about her house as If everything in it were hig
own. Inolact, he is Justly entitied to do so, or he
is really Beppo, the husband, whom Laura sup-
poses to be dead. He succeeds In making peace
witn his wife, and the curiain islls upon their

her upon the accordeon in doleiul m res; but
Mlle. Lavardin prefera M. Isidore. Her iather 18
the best arawn character and |8 extremely amns-
ing by reason of ms exuct and methodical habits,
11 lu8 newspaper 18 not put precisely in the same
place every morniag he is unhappy for the whole
day, and be 18 8 most inconvenient creature to
live with, becanse he 18 alwars jumping up to see
that all his forniture 18 placed in straignt lines
and that one side of the blind {n M4 room 18
not & quarter of an Inch higher than the
orher, M. Isidore, theaih a young lover ia as
trounlesome a iellow as hia juture father-in-law,
He regulates his movenents as though he wera
made of watchwork. He eats ut hours precisely
fixed; woes to bed at a particular time; sleeps at
@ particular angle with his window and . a8 ob-
stinute as 3 mule. He will not breakfast one
minute gfter hall-past eleven, while M. Lavardin
will touch nothing an instant belore twelve. One
ol them puts sugar in his cup before pouring out
the coffee, aud the other alterward. They quarrel
about the proper manner of poking the fire; M.
Isidore opens the window because the chimney
smokes; M. Lavardin shuts it because there I8 a
draught; and Lo censequence of o dispute which
arises out of the subject the marriage between
the young people 18 broken off, It 1is
renewed, however, by the intervention of
& beautiful tobaccy Jjar of old Rouen ware,
belonging to Isidore, and which is coveted by La,
vardin, This jar is broken by the young couple in
their joy, but they stick it togethier agaln and pre-
sent 1t to Lavardin, who himsell knocks it down

while taking up his hat, and Is therefore obliged to

indemnify Isldore by giving him his daoghter, The

played.
MLLE, BARAH BERNHARDY

has appearsd In the part of Phédre in Racloe's
plece of *Les Plaideurs,” which was selected for
representation on the two hnodred and thirty-flith
anniversary of the poet's birth, This was one of
the greatest parts of Rachel, and Mille, Bernhardt
wus unequul to it. Sbe rendered the pathetic
scenes well enough, but her physical powers were
unequal Lo the portraiture of passlon.
THE IMMORTAL MLLE DEJAZET
1s engagea to give a series of performances at the
Vaudeville, but only to play on alternate evenings,
lest ber strength should fail her. She 18 to ocume-
mence with the
“DOUAIRIERE DE BRIOKNE,"

and all who wish to get a farewell glimpse of the
great actress belore she passes Away forever
sboald basten to see her. Her by-play is astonish-
ingly fresh and vigorous and ker singiog 12 atlll ex-
quisite, Liough she 1p seventy-elght years old. What
18 still more surprising, If possible, 1s that she looks
absolutely beautiiul IHer leatures are as dell*

| eately chiselled as ever, and show none of the

latigue or monrnfulzess of age. Bhe 18, indeed, as
pretty a figure as a palnting on a Sbvres vase,
LA BOULE," BY MM, MEILHAC AND HALEVY,

is the latest trinmph at the Palais Royal. The
plot of It turns upon & family squabble. Paturel,
aged forty-five, has a wite who 18 only eighteen,
and 18 unhappy in bis nome becapse they wrangle
all day long so flercely tuat he has applied to the
courts for o legal separation. The +boule” {8 &
ruund tn ball of warm water, which the lady re-
quired to warm her leet at night, ana which her
husband in n moment of irritation has thrown out
ol & window, The next day Madame replaced this
warmlng apparatus by another of larger slze, and
the war began again. They both lnsist on & sepa-
ration, and the lawyers come into play. “Be
calm,” says the hosband's adviser to
his clhent; and the lawyar on the lady's
everything to te
eool and graclons, ~Do not let there be
ile slichtest wrong on your part; bat, whenever
you have & good cause of quarrel, take care to
secure a sale witness.," Convenient testimony is
found in the person of one Baron de la Masardiere,
“an old man o! pleasure and of Iamily." He comes
to treat with the Paturels about an apartment in-
tended for Mile. Manette, of the ThéAtre des Folles.

Prolessor Scuem, the Assistant Su-

CORONERS' CASBES
On Thursday last ‘Luon Caprone, & ehlid two

years of age, whose parents live at No. 141 Mott
street, fell Into & tab of hot water and was latally
scalded, Coroner Wollnan was notilied 1o aeld
an ingacst on the body.

A woman, some ity years of age, whose name

Is unknown, on  Friday evening lell dead in front
of the Hudson River Raliroad Company's depot,
Thirtieth street and Tenth avenue, and Ber remains
were gonveyed to the Twentieth precinct station
house, Deceased, who sppeared to be very ro-
spectable, ad gray hair, and wores & brown dress

trimmed With black velvet, water proo! cloak,
biack veivet hat, and had in her
fnced goid wateh, Coroner Woitiuan was 6 olined
o hold an inguest,

L T YT

Coroner Woltman was vesterday calied to No,

215 Enst Twenty-oightn sirent to houl 85 Maaest
on the body o

Mrs. Jules “'"J.’ A woman thirsy
oars n:i sge, who was lound dead in bed by her
usband, .

Kate K. Claner, & young woman, nearly twenty

yeurs of age, diea yestecday al Noo 545 West Fariy-
Thilrd street roi tog eMecin o DUFGS Fecoiv

ner ciothes accidentaily -
esnler was noufied 1o Bold wm .-
o @ refaaiba
Coroner Woeltman wes yesterday notified to hold
"

SUPPOSED INFAN LICIDE.

Kate O'Tools, twenty-five yoars of age, of Xo, |
207 West Sixtoonth stroo!, was arrested yesterduy
anil sent to Bellevae Hospital, vuder supposition
thit o ehild she bad givenm GIrth o the uay pro-
Vious and whiocn was found dead i the

of
tho houso by Marvis alexinder, had been suled
by her,

the Morgue and the Coroner notiied 1o hold an e
Quest,

The body of the 10TRot Nas boon soui 1o

A uses, Mme, Patarel will not bave such a
person as & tenant, but her husband will consent
on eondition that the Baron appears ns a witness
on his side. The question Is to get np a quarrel
beore him, and that object 18 not difficult of
attainment. Then Paturel cails upon the Baron to
give hin testimony, while the wile offers him the
aparument it he will depose against her husband.
The Karon, learing to be compromised between
them, yoes Away, leaving & lalse nume and ad-
dress. Mo s sought lor everywhere, even ln the
porter's lodge of the theatre where Mile.
Maristte  periorma.  Paturel and  his  wie
meel m this Hitle hole, and the Baroness de la
Musardiére also surprises her bostand there, so
Ihst snotbher soparsbion is threatened, The case
I+ witimarely brought belore & judge who has nine
asughters, and who inlis mto hysterics on Dearing
Lhat Do has just booome the father of twin girls
agmin, Al ends bappily. Geoffroy, Gi-Perer,
Lueritier and Mile. A. Neghauil maage exquisite
fosling out of these luaterials, A Lhe plece will,
no doubd, ran e months

“LE MANGEUR DR FERT FAR N, EDOTARD FLOTVIER,
has been revived &t the Cimoy Theatre, The iron
watel & 8 couvict, Who hes obtalned that nlekonine
on pocount of the facility with which he LUrcaks

tarvugn the most solid chatns aud escapes Irom |

prisog. The plot Darrates ihat a cortain Countess de
Nuvaiies has received inlo her bouse a young giri
Baled Marie, whe is subsequent!y recoglized me
Nile, Inane o' Auberiewl, dasghtor of an ancient
reiuges. This youlig lady s the tool ol Puenix
Poron, the conviel, who sitns st getung her for-
tane, and he induces ber 1o polson a duchess, be-
Colive e Auows that the yoang Duke, her son,
Wil tmarry wer, Mis plans are wlied by & police
Bgeinl, whose daughter tie Las wurcered, and ke
Wsontl W the hulks, Ne escapes, howover, and
returus at the moment when the Duke 18 about 1o
marry vhe polscaer of als mother. Tue briae falin
dead, avowing et crime, ot the very momont sahe
s Abaut o led W Gl allar, apd Petion, thus
seviag all him hopes of Ncaes deapiively vanish,
gives Dimsell up vo jastice. It Is & gooo, strong
sensationnl plece, and seems to be particniarly
Saliafnetory Lo (DAt lares olass of oulet peopie wWio

r ilation. There are some preity passuged
in this operetca, and it was prettily executed,

The Parls theatres are at 1his moment passing
through thelr annual crigis, the latter Lialf of Doe
cember being generally a bad time for them, and
being rendered worss this year by the extremas
severity of the wentier, Few playgoers can 1o
member such & beavy fll of snow s that which
now lies upon the streets, and locomotion 18 uke
most impossible, For this reason the morning
performunces at the Ports Saint Martin have done
better than evening amusements; and on Sunday
last M, Ballande bronght out & new plece, eautled

“ONE FAMILLE EN 1870-TL" PAll M. COURNIER.

The plot of 1t 18 lald 1n Parls during the siege,
and snows shat the French are already beginniug
to look upon thelr disasters with an eye to busi
ness,

Mme, Olympe Andouard has been dalvering lecs
tures on Bpiritoallsm ot the Salle des Familles,
and Las attracted large audiences.

UOHARLEMAGNE,"M
& grand historical drama of the miadle ages, 1a
announced attne Frangais, where the demi-moide
#till hola possesalon of the playbllls.
FREDERIC LEMAITRE, ANOTHER IMMORTAL,
has appeared Agaln at the Théntre des Arts and
has acquitted himsell creditably, in spite of many
evjdences of hard living and physical weakness,
“LA FILLE DE MADAME ANGOT!
appears to huve become an lnstitution in Paris,
and i# 8tlll playing to crowded houses at the Folies
Dramutiqaes.

OUR EMBASSY IN PARIS

OOLONEL HOFFMAN'S DIPLOMATIO PROMOTIONg
Pants, Dec, 81,1874,

The promotion of Colonel Hoffman to the Seore«
taryship of the United States Legation in London
wiil deprive the Americans in Paris of an able ad-
viser and'a hospitable fellow countryman. Colonel
Hoffman {8, Indeed, a diplomatist of the beat type,
cool, sell-possessed, upright and conclliatory, His
knowledge of French aifairs 18 socurnte and exe<
tensive, and he has extreme tacl and good sonse
\n the conduct of business, It 18 Jose
sible that, Biter baving famillariged him.
self 8o completely with the French peopls
and their concerns, and after haviug made
B0 many friends among them, he himsell may fes|
some regret at leaving Parls, which is really the
moat charming olty 1o the world. But bis tratse
fer to London is certainly professtonal promotinng
in the diplomatic service, aAna & man of reasongs
ble ambition in the prime of life could haraly ree
luse it

The relations between Great Britaln and the
United States, both commercial and polltical, are
of immense Interest to both conntries. The MHshie
eries question, the questions of boundaries, ree
clprocities and othera are so numerous and

important that the English mission muasy
always take rank |Dbelore that of Paris,
Colonel Hoffman has had the gooa fortuna

to wilness the most striking events in modern
French history. He was in aris during the great
exuibition and saw the apozee of tmperial power
and splendor. He was also here during the siege
and during the Coinmune. But at present thera
15 a luil in French poiltics, and nothing beyond a
squabble in the Assembly can be antleipated fop
some time (o come. Upon the whole, therelore,
Colonel Hoffman's friends can honesily congratos

late him on s gransier to London, where g
bhonoruble antecedents will amply justiuy hia
nominution, ¥
Uolonel Hoffman 18 of Duteh descent and was
born in New York, where ois fauuly have boen
setiled since 1066, He wus eduented at Harvard
Coliege and Law Schodl, aua he practised law jor
boLie time o New York., He voluotesed for mil-
tory service when the war broke out in 1561, and
was for some months on the stair oi Genera, Mor-
in. In Febraary, 1864, e was appointed by the
resldent assistant adjutant geuernl, Wit the
rank of captain, and ordered to the staff of Geps
eral Thomus Willlwms, whom he accompanied to
New Orleans. He was at all the subse.
quent operations on the miver, wud toog
the first atiack on  Vickshuig and
the first attempt w cut & ditch to 1soluts
Vicksburg, He remamed with Wilisms 6l toas
fellnml was Killed at the oattie of Baton Rouge,
n Getober, 1862, e was ordered o the st of
Brigadier General W, T, Shermau, th n command.
g o division, He remained with Sherman during
Iis command at New Orleans and siferwari ot
Port Hudson nll he was wounded in the a=suuit,
and was present at the siege and capture. In Jduly,
1508, he was transierred to the stall of Major Gene
eral W. B. FrankHuo, with the rank of major. He
Was With Frankiin through the campagns on the
coast of Texas and alterward on the Ted Kiver
campaign and untll he was wonnded at the bate
tle of Mansfleld, whed he was iransierred
for a short wme o the st of  whe
general commanding the Department of Louists
annand Texas, In the summer ol 1864 he was
ordered to Yieginia, and appointed assistant mde-
jutant general of the Easrern distticl.  In 1he
Epring ol 1865, on the application ol General Sheis
tian, e was ordered back to New Orlesus, and

| transierred to the stafl of Major Genera anhy.
| In June, 1868, he resigned, and subseauently, st

General UAnby's 1equest, Was apoointed assistaut
Secrelary ol legation 1w Paris.  In 1803, at Generat
DIX'S request, Ne Was made secretary tu the uuse
slon,

Tnese are distinguished services, anil. It most

| be wdded, that Coonel HoMman hus falviy won

whaiever goord fortune may hereatter be 10 gtors
lor bim.  His selection for any ol the higher posta
of diplomacy in Kurope would always be a wiae

L one, jor mhtary men enjoy consideration and pd-
v vantages ot Karopean courts which are aitogethar
| tenled to cavilians, ;i

SERIOUS BLASTING EXPLOSION,

SEVEN MEN DADLY INJURED NEAR BOUND
BROOK, N. J,—NOBODY KILLED,

Near Bound Brook, N. I, on Priday, a party ot
Iaborers were engaged blasting rooks en the line
of the Hounid ¥rook and Delaware Rallroad, whon
a premature explosion cconrred, resuiting in
serious injury to  seven  men. It ape
pears the jorcmag of the gang, Patrick
Henul, bad nearly fuished  ‘sampig" sixiy
pounds  of powder, and ordered his men
1o sotk sNelter, when the biast soddenly ox.

doded,  Reall, Ill‘ul’lfﬂ Lo stiy, wis not mstantiy

e, bat bag both lus eyes blown out and hig
e and  Hmod lojaren,  SIX Others Were plso
dreadinily brwised and otherwiso njured.  Relat)

presotuted o shoeking ight. Ho una several gtnere
ol the wen were removed to st Micaael’s Hospie
tal, Newark. Cuarelessucss 1§ alleged Lo lave bucg
the cause of the eXpiosion



