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Id prevloua letters on this sunject we allowed

that all looal government In this country bus
something about It or tbe parochial type, wblle
the Metropolitan Board of Works is simply a developmentor tbe parochial system to the largest
proportions It has yet reuchoci even In England.
We also stated that, though Britain owes much to
parochial administration, the vestries or parish
committees or the metropolis are not what the
population would desire them to be, and that
one ol the cbier objections urged aaalnst Intrustingtbe government or all Loudon to the MetropolitanBoard Is that this body Is elected by the
vestries, and not by tbe ratepayers at large. Of
coarse, as the public Is not satisfied with the
vestries tnemselves, it follows that a board electcd
by tbe vestries falls to give general satlslaction.
But really tbe lanlt lies not In tne parochial
system, tbe tbeory or which.that or districtloeal self-government.is admirable. The
evil (prints from the fact that the better and
more intelligent portion of tne populations of
parishes take little or no Interest In vestries.
Hare it is to flud any of that class on a vestry
t>oard. Though the vestries have the spending of
hundreds of thousands sterling of tbe ratepayers'
money you seldom hear of a vestryman above the
rank of a small tradesman. The better class
neither put up for tbe office nor trouble themselvesto vote for those who do: consequently
parochial government falls Into the bands of llllterateparochial agitators, whose great delight Is to
hear themselves talk and sen themselves reportedIn the half-penny parish papers. It Is
only when tit. Paucras or Marylebone or Camberwellexceeds Itseir In doing the Indignant or tho
ridiculous that the great orcans or public opinion
give It a paragraph. The Metropolitan Board,
which, In a very stately council chamber,
holds a public sitting once a week,
Is reported. Its Chairman, who Is also a member
of tho Imperial Parliament, receives a handsome
salary; and so high is the Board's opinion of Its
own dignity that it does not smile when one of the
representative vestrymen reiers to another as the
"Honorable member for Shoredltcb," or Paddington,or some other parish, as tbe case may be.
Bnt a most excellent reatnre or the workings of
that Board and of the vestries is the almost entire
absence of Jobbery. There may be some or this;
but, If so, it cannot be much. The Imperial Parliamenthas wisely provided against It. No member
of tbe Metropolitan Board may be a contractor for
any work or supplies required bv it; and the penaltyfor an officer of the Board receiving anything
directly or lnairectlv, by way of remuneration or
reward, for anything done by blm in the discharge
oi bis duties beyond the emolument paid him by
the Board, is a fine of $250, dismissal from his post
and expulsion forever lrom that or any other appointmentunder tbe said Board. Somewhat similarregulations apply in the case of vestries and
their ofllcers, and though one does now and then
bear complaints of extravagance, li is very sel-
dom, indeed, that corruption Is charged against
any of the local bodies or their officers.

STREET CLEANING.
Aa we bare mentioned extravagance we mar *

well at once point oat that, while the ordinary
work or keeping the metropolitan Btreers in a

good state ol repair and cleanly is performed as

economically as coald well be expected, the great
arterial improvements are effected at a very nnnecessarilylarge cost. The reason Is that the
former work Is done by the parishes under general
acts of Parliament, while the latter Is planned and
carried out by the Metropolitan Board, willed Is
inherently weak, as having been constituted
undet an act conlerrlng upon It only very limited
power?, and which, therefore, has to be constantlyrunning to Parliament for fresh ac<8 to
enable it to do this and that. Now, one of the
most expensive things In this proverbially
expensive country ts an act of Parliament, especiallyau opposed one. Scarccly a session has
passed since isoa in which the ratepayer s of the
meiropoiis have not hart to pay for the promotion
of hills by the Metropolitan Board ol Works. This
woulu be bad enough even supposing all those
bills were approved and became acts of Parliament.But such is not the case. It occasionally
happens that alter a long and expensive silling of
the bill by a Parliamentary committee it is rejected.and the ratepayers do grumble at having
to pay for the Board's lailures as well as its sue-
c»»ses.

TAXATION.
Trie amoant of rates which one has to eontribate

in tins metropolis depends very much on tbe particularparish in wnich one may have his premises.
Ol course, the valuation of the particular
premises is a cardinal element in tne calculation
on this head, because the ratepayer pays so niucn
on each pound sterling in valuation;" but wnat
each pound in the valuation shall be liable to dependsinnmiy on tne total earn required lor the
maintenance ol tne poor receiving indoor and outdoorrebel i the charge ol ratepayers 01 tne particularparish. And so it happens that some of
the most lashionaulc quarters in tbe metropolis.
thos« wnlcn couid afford 10 pay tbe mosi rates.
pav tbe least, in consequence 01 their beinn but
very lew destitute peop.e within the parish.
Paupers cannot live In iielgrtvia and Tyburnia.
tmt they abound in the central, eastern and
Southern diatricts, ami VBIO driven to seek union
reuel becomechargeableon ratepayers, thousands
01 whom are not much belter able to pay rates
than tbe paupers whom tney are compelled to
maintain. 11 It were not lor the poor rate the
parish charges would lie no whet e very laige
in Loudon, Tne ptrtsh ol .st. PMOTM is one <>i tnemostxieusive in the metropolis, and as it has a
uue propottion ol paupeas and is about us well
cleaned and well cared lor by its vestry as any
other metropolitan parisn, a few Items irom tno
".Statement, ol Hates" required oy it tor tbe six
mouths which win en«! 011 the 2.">th of March next
will Illustrate very lairly tne cost of local jtoveniDientin tne metropolisThe guardians ol the
poor require a sum Much for those six months
amounts to leu peuce hullpetiny in tne pound on
tbe valuation; the maintenance 01 tbe police
amounts to two pence lurtinnir; county rate aud
elitei charges make up an item of one penny and
a ;ai tluuir; lor the street lamps t*o pence; lor
pavintt, watering and cleansing tlie streets and ilie

schools undei I tic i'ubilc School Hoard, hovonciyi.tiiH01 n penny; lor sanitary purpose.*, ofliciTs'
salaries and poundage, printtnir, stationery
ami ncneral cxn uso«, no penuy and oneeiKiitn; lor payment ol interest on the bund dents
ol extinct pavniK irust3, one halipeuny; lor sewers'
rate, one hallpenny. So much is lor purely local
purposes; nut in addition to tue loreuoniK tlio
parish has to pay Its contribution to mo metropolitanconsolidated rale, wlticli is disbursed by
llio Metropolitan board of Works, and tins contrioutloi)amounts to two pence on t.He pound on
Hie va>u.iiioii. Hie sum total 01 tlieamouut which
each householder in m, I'ancas lias p .y to ins
vestry Jor the ball year already mentioned is two
shillings mid three iial pot ce on every pound of
valuation 01 ins promises. itic vestry lias nothing
to do with tils supply ol water. Tor tins and any
gas no may bum ho has to pay private compounds.The parish rating varies irom
Halt .year ui nan vcur, nut, t.ikiiik
tlx: Illustration we bavo given an an
ivur.iK<! olio, aoont lour shillings unci tree pence
n rnu pound i.o< iiimiiiiii h mb inucii as uny householderin in inetiopolis lius to pay lor maintenanceoi the poor, .ui'J iiiriniu;;, ilio rleaiisinu, iiio
uiiitai v nrrannciiii'iii.M and me police rarcoi tue

alty. lno lUVbiiicaiM In irout oi peoples'houses
Hie occu.iers have to get swept, aim crossing
nweepurs, whoiicg lor gratuities, periorm tin- usefulinaction 0i keeping pathways clean between
the pavements ou cither side «d Uic public. iliortni^uiiire<: nut these tliotMi||hlarcs are lam down
tiMi repaired and watered ana cleansed :>.r the
painiii!.->, tiinl on tne whole the work is exoccit.
uigiy well none, cuiisltlonuK the enormous Unfile
In the London srree.s.

Tin; ot rv or the toard or wow.
l-et us now take u uluueo ut lae uueiatlous of

KEW YORK
the Metropolitan Board of Work*and at tha coat of
those op»ratlous to the public of trie Brltian
capital. The Hoard tins he»n In *xistenc« nineteeuyears, and tue total of iw actual deoi i* nt
tnis moment more than ten millions ateritnsr. Hut
It 14 only lalr to at once arate that the Hoard la »
lendlufi institution. I'y several acta ol r<riiameni
|r is enipowc 00.that is, cotumnnueit-t<> irn t
money to th» Metropolitan District A»yium Hoard
ami otner metropolitan bodies. tin t it ha* dou<' »o
to the extent ol ubo it a mil ion ami a half. After
this deduction we flnu the mdebtednrsa of the
Board of Works on r a own account tv amount to
close upon nine million*. rue security It haa
triven to the lenders lor till* sum la ita ratine
powers on property T'Uucd at more than twrntjr
and a hall millions, and the annual int<re«' It
pay* ou the debt is hot ween three ami lour hundredthousand pounds sterling, th<* relation whicti
tlie interest bears to the rateable vaiur atrtirniir
Its payment, being U.'Jld. in the pound
ii t A t* 11 n r Kilt AN :iL/:illls! thu .-.Ineaa ..I

tliu Hoard tt Mas aurplus lands ami otner pioperty
valued at something inure than a million and a
quarter, so that lis net ihdtmedness i* t>.-iwern
seven und eight millions, lhe estimate of expend:turcfor 1874 was rnrcA-quartera oi a million,
against which ttie lion d would have a realized
income 01 nearly £4<JO.ooo. exclusive 01 rate*. Consequentlyit Has been obliged to raise i>r ratea a
sum ol a little over i:;7i),ouo »tcr ing. one it- tn of
realized income Tor 1874 is worth) of a remark. It
is a million and a quarter dollars derived iroiu the
coal and wine auties, payable In 'be ruetropolia.
The lormer Is a duty oi thirteen pence on everr
ton oi coal brought luto the uietronolui, and ihe
latter Is a duty oi lour shillings a tun on all sort*
oi wine entering the city. Una laiier duiv la tinfiosedunder the provision* of an old act ol Partaniont"lor the reilei of orphans und other creoi:tors oi i be city of LoMtn."
The proceeds o: botn imposts were forraeriv paid

luto tne treasury ol the London r-orporatton.
Ti'osc duties were to have expired In l">«i; but
when the embanking ol the Thames was resolved
upon I'arliamcnt determined that this magnificentwork should be paid lor ont of the coal and
wine duties. Accordingly, It paused an act providiogior the renewal ol both lorftinrteer p rl i
oi ten year-, and also providing that nine pence
of the thirteen pence on coal and the whole oi ilia
lour shillings per tun on wine should l>e handed
over to t>io Metropolitan Hoard ol Works. In Ihia
wav the metropoll* has been repayiu trio mi n
borrowed lor embanking the Tnnmes. Four pcii'-e
ol the coal duty were leil in the hands oi the cur*
poration ior city Improvements.

TIIK FACILITY OF UAI.-INli I.ANOK tUTKS
on the coal uud wiuo dune- his proved as Irresistiblea temptation to ti.e Metropolitan Hoard of
Works as that afforded by the income tux wa« to
successive Chancellors of the Imperial Exchequer.By various acta of Parliament tuosc duti a have
been reiuiposed lor yot. another and yot another
period ol years. Tne last of these act" keeps both in
lull vl^or till 1880, and It was only the other dav
the Metropolitan Hoard proposed to have them
still further extended by a iresh enactment.

bTKKKTS AND llL'll.UINOS I.NSI'Kt TOK-llII'.
In respect to the supervision ol stree sand buildIlngs the Hoard has nad very extensive powers

conlerred upon it bv rarllament iroui time to time.
Every Htrarig'-r who tun had luisine-'s to transact
id London must liavo felt toe inconvi-nienco resultingIrom so many different streets beariug the
same name. I'he number or King streets in Londonis oetweeu thirty and forty, and tue Queen
streets anil Casile streets ami John streets are
nearly as numerous. Auain, you will lluu vuilions lists of the same line oi road or that bearing
various appellations. This houso on a road is No.
1 or No. 2 ol snob and such a terrace.
The bouso next to it Is, perhaps, No.
1 or :2 oi such anil such a parade and so on.
To the Metropolitan Board ol' Works is committed
the task of bringing abost something like simplicityin street nomenclature, and since a came
into existence It has abolished between 5,00J and
6,000 subsidiary names oi streets, iie>v named between2,UOO aud 3,ooo sttcets and renumbered
about 12J.C00 houses. Ti\o sanction of the Hoard
is necessarjr to the erection ol any building beyondi no general line of si reet frontage. During
tne year 1873 it received 230 applications lor consentto erect such buildings, and ol those it
granted only 151. Its consent ts necessary also lu
case of the construction oi portico-, verandas
and balconies. During 1873 it received 87 applica1Hods in respect ol such structures aud reiuscd 14
oi them, in the same year it sanctioned 67
plans lor new streets and footways, and
disallowed 42. The street works in that
year necessitated the temporary closing, wholly
or in parr, of no fewer than 130 streots. Duringthe same year the board received informationscomplaining of dangerous structures in as
many a-l,2U case-<. After an investigation by lis
own surveyors it declCed that as mauy us l,o»2
structures were dangerous and took steps accord-

Til K AUTHORITY ALMOST UNIVERSAL
From ttie foregoing statistics It will be seen that

independently oi tiicir great undertakings.such
as the mam drainage, the Thames Etuoauicmeut
auu the cousiriicuon of new in tint thorouguiaies.
Hie Board has very important duties to penorm
in respect of the whole oi the metropolis outside
the limited area 01 the Lord Mayor's Jurisdiction.
Works that arc essentially metropolitan are paid
lor out or a rate levied on the entire of ttie metropolisoutside cue city; those which are partly
metropolitan and In part purely parochial, are
paid lor partly by the ratepayers gener<
ally and partly by the luuds 01 tne particularparish benefited by the Improvement,and works strictly parochial are done
oy the parish at Its own cost. But there Is
one other function discharged by the Metropolitan
Board wnich most not escape notice. It has been
invested with the entire cnaige of the splendid
Fire Brigade which does duty lor the entire
metropolis, the city incind°d. Ten years ago tols
was not so. Up to that period, the Fire Brigade,
as H tnen existed, was maintained by the insurancecompanies; but by un act of Parliament,
passed in tne tweuty-eighth aud twenty-unith
years of the reign of her piesent Majesty, the
plant, and property oi the brigade were "trauslerredto the Metropolitan Board. The expense of
carrying out the i.c , which imposes 011 ttie Board
the duty of extinguishing lite and protecting life
and property in case oi tire in the metropolis, is
met, partly by contributions irom the imperial
government and the Are insurance cotnnauies,
and partly by a rate of a halfpenny on the pound
on the metropolis.

TUB FIRE BRIGADE.
There are nowf»o stations oi the brigade In Lon«

don, and 4 stations are on the Thames, where
steam floating engines are moored. In connectionwith these stuiious winch are all in communicationwitn each othor Dy means oi the electric
telegraph, there are 53 telegraph lines aud 85
miles oi telegraph, 1 iron floating barge to carry a
land steam nre engine, 5 large land si earn lire engines,14 ntuali land steam lire engine*, 15 7-inch
manual lire engines, oti onicli manual lire engines,
12 under ti-inch manual lire engines, and wstiiemeu.fiiere are 105 lire escape fttMKNM aud 123
lire escapes. 1 lie uumber oi ilremcu employed on
ti.e several watches kept up during the day is 90;
the number at night is lsi, so that 271 are em-
ployed on watch duty in eveiy twenty-lour hours,
l'no nuuibcr Mck, injured, on leave or under instructionis usually between 40 and 50. Tuo
remaining mcu are available for generalhoik at llres. Dunne 1873 the calls
made.on rne brigade for a turn out of engineswere as many as 1,703. oi inese 83 proved
to bo lalse alarms aud 72 we.e alarms ol cuimuey
fires. Oi tires oilier than ciilmney llres there were
1,<>48, of willed luU resulted in serious damage and
1,382 in slight damage. In 20 of taose llres die
was lost aud in 74 oi tiiem 111o was seriously endangered.Tlie milliner oi lives actually ioac was
35, oi wiiom 12 were taken out ol tlie burning
buildings beiore ueaili, but subsequently succuiiibeuin liosjmals or cl-ewlieie. Tue toial numberol calls lor emmuey tires, and In wlilcii no
alarm oi general nro nad been raised, was 3,002.
In tnese ca«es there was no attendance of engines.but only of firemen with hand pumps, Ihe
quantity of witter used tor extingulealog fires in
tee metropolis during the year 1873, was about
32,iiuo,ooo gallons, or 101,000 tons. The workiug
accounts for the year snow the expenditure of
the bnuaile to have been nearly $370.o00. Ol this
between liso.oooand $l83.oou went in salaries and
wages, and nearly flo.ooo for men's clothing;
something tinner $2,r>00 lor payments to medical
oitlcers aud about (2,5oo lu pensions to late olllcers
and to widows.

GREAT WORKS.
Ho much lor the governments of London by the

corporation ol the city, the .Vletiopolitan board of
Works and the ves lies. The ure.it works of the
lloioorn Viaduct, the dead meat market, the constiuctionol Cannon street ana tue widening of
several ol the city tiioroutfiinires have been executedby the corporation, all of them being within
the Lord Mayor's jurisdiction. There are oilier
limit**, Mien limine Local liovcrnmeut Hoard.a departmentaltlie imperial government; tue Asylums
Hoard.parity nominated by the Imperial rovt1rument nod partly eluded oy Hie Hoards ui Guardiuns
oi the poor; tne Hoards ol Utiardiaus themselves,
elected by the ratepayers; ail 01 wiucti oodles
ti.:vo jurisdictions, which are ijun.il local governmenial,'-nil in many instances inconveniently
conflicting. Hnt wiiii tlie.-e bodies and ilieir >everalJurisdictions wo need not trouble ourselves in
uctiul, ttnougn tins been stated to enable ttio
American public to sultlciently understand tlie
present sysiuai ol local selt-^overiiiuent 111 London,wltii its merits and dements. It onlr remains
lor us to explain 111 uuotner letter tlio substitute
lor ttiat system > hich is to be proposed to tlie ImperialParliament in tlie routing suasion.

BABYLON'S GOSSIP.
Thank God the ijiusitv season called Christinas

Is over! U is all very wen to read of in Dickets'
works, but tlie reality Is anything but pieasant.
Tins year it seemed as thou^n we were koihk to
liave wnat everybody spoke 01 as an old-iasln»ned
Christmas, tor tliere w.is ice on the ornamental
waters in the various parks, irost wove its lively
p litems on trie window panes and the streets
were "dumb wim snow. ' Hut on Christinas
Eve tiie wind changed, the irost all departed In
the night, and Christina* Day was damp and
niuuiry, the streets mil ot mash and the hoti-e
caves dripping witu incited suow. ilus "lestivo
season," as conveutionul po. pm persist m calling
It, lias been worse this ear inau ever; lor t'nristmasDay ha peninc on a Friday, the next (lay Is.
by law, a bank Indium, wneu snops are stiui and
liusiness ol ail kinds itspein e i, and then canio
Mindav; so mat we nave nail turee "blank" days,
during winch our streets have been almost given
11 |i to tlie drunken people who abound just now.

tiik i ornt.
T'io tjnecn is keeping « liristmas at Osborne, us

usual. II is 11 dub season wit n m r, approximating
si> closely, as n doth, 10 the datool Prince Albert's
ilea n. and mere are no special rejoicuius. ino
1\luee nd Princess m Wnlfs, on ihe contrary,
nlwuyseiit rtiiin a i.irir pnrt.v a*, HantlringDain
and give themselves m> to great tesiivity. tue
I Mike and Duchess ol Edinburgh are ainoiik' their
guests this y. ar, and mere has been plenty of
hhooiina iur tue nieu and uiciuiuug lot tlie Uuics.

HERALD, SUN DAY, JAJS
Ttra «Uii Mittr. bred by the Prince, wnieh. ai I
toll you. won »ne gold medal at tae Agricultural
Hall Cattle »now. w..« i nr ,*«r i >.» ine Inm-<* of
iTemorne Oardeo* lor *14" T.v»t. and waa ye»terda*roaaird whole an>i ii«irr ote'l to "i» poor.
(Xiarrvant p-opie wIid wai> o and make uotea

win tell j.'u that ihi» »o-cailtd fe» iv« i«ca«<>n" la
alwaja marked i>» n»mo

I'ikb ( tuxmr.
<>n r ' inaa I »e occurred. near *oodatoek, in

Oifordahire. one oi tne timet leanul aacidenia mat
baa oc urri'd unc* railway* iiav.- ii-tu brought
aronnr u«. An aipreaa train wan going at lull
a|>ev.d warn tne tire M a wcieel uu a tbird claoa
carriage if-okr; I I a MMIaii 1
('i .11 i.i ft with tae aimiaont ot a bridge;
tne lurruiust ouocbea teieiK-ni>eii into eaea other
and two of thrni i»ii over IRto tne w«t»r below,
inirty-tws imwagera u uiu i M <j n,ore tiiuu
aeveuti in ured. Im.nt tne »,«iue tune o* rurred.
In a different i»art oi tna country. a irgotlul

IMIJ.II.KV BXrUMION
In whien aerent>-en i>er«<'u» were killed.
Tae police hate tot lound ao ataw to

LAI>T DttiLhY'* JBWILA,
hnr her father Mir ri.omu tlum n«iTa hu nob.
llabed a ataiemeut 10 tua eff> t tbat tbcir real
wnritiw»i i|«niNKti «ni that no
auapuion aitactiee to tor hum errant, wbo baa
bNB for (rear* in ib<- lami r.
one of ihr t»n known men in London la )n«l

dr».i. ibereareMw ranger* who do not visit
Krani' hunter Row* iu Covent Oarden, of wbicu
lor many jeara

'TADDT UBBKN"
waa the direct»r. Be d*d u«t weak, la Die aev.
amy-(bird >«ki. He oomuiamad bu proieaaional
carter aa a cr>>ru» nuger at tba Adeipul Theatre,
n<l ao long aa lie retained ina voice waa ona o( ihe

enotr oi hpaaial ape i-i 'Taddj" waa t
at riot Cat no ic. Ilia »uuffiw.x and hia alTectlonata
gr<*eunu lo In* "dear i>o|a" were tradition* oi tlio
place. twenty vea'a av>> It waa the itanion lor %
lit tic knot oi au-ii<>ra ami men aimai town to meet
prctt> regular** at l.vao*'. and ie bouae waa a
i.ivi rue haunt witu itiavkeray. Mr. Creen haa tha
credit »i avmc iiatnaio-d ma indaceut Bonga
which at oue tune prevailed.

uvimu-tiimb'* tokb.
on Tburadajr a large Kark marble tombatone

Waa lain over (he irr ie oi tha late Dr. Livingstone,in tve*tiuiu*ier Aotiey. i ue atone nora a
lengthy inarripil >n in gold lutteia aa luliuwa;.

uaoriiMr bv nithm ii*m>«
Over l.an l aud .*H«a,

lit ki' mora
david l.l\ ionk

UtBBlODarv, Tnvellrr, i'Bilauttireptat,
BOKN II * KOI 19. 1*13.

At Manure. Utuark*bire,
1>ibi> mat 1. 1 73,

At ChliauiOo'a Vaiiev, Clala.
For thirty year* Ina uie wa» »pmt in an nnwearwd

effort to avanweiixe ina na ive racas, to explorei be nndia. overe 1 aecreta andabollabthe denotating Have Trade
OK IKNTNAL tlHICt,

Where With Ilia lam nm l> n<- wrote-..
MA1I I can do in B| wmi4* M, Mf Hh««II*I rlrh
bleaaiug come il.iwn ou every one.Awerlrau,

Kngiiah, Tutt wim will k ip t» heal tin*
open sore of the world."

On the right Hau l c ge of the n one were the
101 awing line*:.
Tantun aim r ten Nihil em quod uoeoere maiim,
Quani Kliivn causa- per Sr-cuIu Tanta Lateti'ea.
And on tne leit imn cdue the fo|.owing textsOthersaeep 1 nave winch are not ol tum tola;

Tlicy also 1 must t»rit>ic «n.l they (-hull i.ear mj
voice.

DISKABLI.
I have just r*:urned fioni a few day*' visit to

Bouiemoutli, me DoiaeUliire watering place,
where Mr. IMsraell Is najn.ir. It it> .1 n.< iuti< »

piuce, and has beeu greatly oveioniit, ao tna
many 01 the house* are to lit. The villa* are dot
ted down here And thT" among the pine wo"da,
which have a very Itiuereul appuarauce. Moat ol the
visitors ure invalids, and ropiritora are universal.1 hoard Very l>a<l aceouti a ol the Premier'!
health, lis is Maying at Hi Hath Hotel, attended
toy hla secretary, Mr. to Corry.

Tilt UKLVILLE MKMOIHS."
The book ol court and society yovsip flom which

yoa printed long extracts some tune alnce Is ab"Ut
t<> oe made tno subject ol attai k in the next nutoDeroi the Quarterly Hevirrr. The writer cummiv
stoned to wield the scalping kulio is old Mr.
Abraham Hay ward, if. 0., a verj vicious gentleman.who, being him*eli a rival editor and collectorol anecdotes, la likely to do his cutting up with
a will.

TUIATBICAL.
The London theatres nave entered upon their

usual Christ man career or pantomimes and burlesques.which will last lor a couple or aootis,
and ot winch, inasmuch as the* never depart from
the old-inhhioned model, no detailed description
is necessary. The best pantomime is at Drury
Lane, wnere the members ol the Voltes lamily
are engaged. Mr. Hare, late ol the Prince ol
Wales'Theatre, has taken the rourt Theatre In
S.oane street. Kumor asserts that Mr. W. s. Hubert,the dramatist, Is associated with him iu t ie
enterprise. Mrs. Kendall win be thecniei attraction.iliereut of tho theatre is 11,two, and Mr.
Hare will have to work bard to make it pav. The
How street Police Court, which lor years lias been
coudemned as inconvenient, is to oe abandoned,
and the queen's Tneatre. Long Acre, has been
purchased by the government lor £7u,0u0. and will
be converted into a Mauistrate's Court, police
station, Ac. Mr. Labouchere, the Besieged Iteaident"ol tho Daily Actcs, Ac, la the fortunate
owner of the property.

THE SKATING SEASON.
Tbe Bleating: at the part is attll decidedly good,

and yesterday It was eDjoyed by thousands. As s
rale this winter amusement In New York Is ol
ahort duration; but that complaint is not likely
to hold good this season, there baring been
already considerable ice and skating on tbe ponds.
The scene early Id the morning was enlivened by
squadrons of school boys and school girls. Saturdayis their great holiday of tbe week. How they
enjoyed it yesterday l From every section tney
came, rich and poor, rough and ready, well cared
lor and retiring.-all a merry throng with bat one
ambition, a grand day's sport on the ice.
One can obtain an excellent idea of what
a great boon these ponds are by visiting
the Park on occasions ot this kind. There seems

nothing but happiness in the world when you look
upon such a mass of the younger portion of humanltyas was there represented. The sight
will be remembered, and olten tne adult
can be benefited thereby. Disappointments nn;ii
away lu the presence 01 so much Innocence and
rejoicing. A poor jailed man, encrusted over wit n
tne rust ol crowded rooms, is made- to leel enlargedlu size and given a new existence b<r contactof this cnaracter, and if lie will only lake "a
hand in'' and Jolu tin: ooys and girls m s, me 0|
tneir "two-iorty" rattles over the irozeu surface,
It will be as a new lease 01 lile to him. "atiMther
star" ol health lor tne campaign of hard worK and
business.
The smaller pond, near the Fifth avenue entrance,yas just us crowded as tne lake, and tl

anything (he Ice was in better condition. Here
the same character of throng was observed,
and though tne atmosphere was particularly insinuating,the skaters did nut mind It at all.
'IBruughout the .\hoio day and dunng the evening
the crowd continued, and it was ever a cheery,
moving throng, with a glow oi pleasure and a harmonyof music sweeping along lroin side to side ol
tne ponds, lilting the air and influencing the hundreds.wnose leot were not steel clad. The i»nnscapewas bare, cold and cneeriess, but still too
Park, yesterdav, after u fashion.tue lashion of
winter.was uleasant.

ICE IN THE RIVERS.

Though there was considerable ice In the East
and North rivers yesterday there was not the
slightest interruption in the trips of the several
boats that piy between Manhattan Island and the
adjacent shores. The Ice was soft aud pulpy.
easily crushed by the stout bows of the cralt that
rapidly cut across tne streams aforesaid, with
their living freight; and at limes the floe did not
extend more than one-eightn the distance Irom
shore to shore. Above the Fulton ferry, on the
East Iliver, mere were made many lodgments of
large quantities of the floating cakes in the piers
on the flood tide, yet It was not troublesome. The
pilots seemed but little perplexed at Its presence.
Tlioy seijt their craft ploughing through the
thickest portions of the floe aud Jeit no concern.Uud the cakes been large and tough
the case would have li^en very different,
and hundreds oi men anxious to reacu
their destinations would have vented deep indignationupon fne elements i>y stamping of feot mid
muttered curses. Brooklyn it es aud Jersey peoplo
know loo well what it is lor the East and North
rivers to i>o blocked. It means late to business
and late at home iu the night; it meuus cold
cabins and general discomfiture in muKlug the
voyage, with utile or no satisfaction to on ol>»
tamed irom ferry employes when the obstruction
has oecome so lormidable as to prevent the boats
irom edgiug through tne mass, hut tne grumble
have occasion to iuinout tins condition oi affairs.
The lormer lor t:ie increased dilmence ami extra
work rei|tiirod, and the latter lot the neavy co«m
ol repairs necefisitateu by broken puddles and
torn copper. At with tno iravllera, so the
directors 01 out feriy companies heartily pray lor
mioostrnctcd rivers 111 the winter.
Early yesterday looming, that is to say, two or

three notns beinic daylight, there was some troubleexperienced in the North laver. ilie ice was
in finite lar^e cakes, and the Ion# titno between
tne trips on tlto C'ortlandt street lerry enabled it
to close the channel, so that It was slow work in
crossing. «oon uiter day bleak, however, the
gcorcs ol in s and other vos is broke up the
countless blocks, mid with the ebb tide the floe
passed out by Hie I! tilery into .lie bay, w hero it
crumbled into smaller pieces, some 01 which, in
turn, were earned up'.lie bust River by tne next
tide. TDe Stateu Island ici r.t boats passed up aud
down tne bay in their u-ttal di/uilled .ay, "^ravopaced aud sow," no one tiuiiklim H possluio lor
them to be pot out ol gear ny ieo or anything else
01 that sort, aud the llariein boats also ran on
time, i he bay, with its dotted, wuite uppcaranee,
loused quite imnsual and solium hat picture.«f|tie,
but uliuost every man and woman in Gotham lias
seen the same thing eTc-ry winter of tneir lives,
aud to iliciu It is au old fitor...

rUARY 17, 1875..QUADRTTT
COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

JTDQX DAVIS APPROVES THE BT7LES ADOPTED
BT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.PRACTICAL
WORKINGS OF THE LAW.
It will he remembered that the Compulsory Educationact, which went nominally Into effeot on

January 1, mattes it tbe duty of the Board of Educationto adopt a eel or rules lor the enforcement
or tbe law which must bo approved by some Justiceof the Supreme Court. The rules having been
prepared were submitted to Justice Noah Davis,
who approved them atter certain emendations,
and yeaterday Mr. Klernan, the Clerk or the
iloaid, O'.ed a copy lu the office of the
Connty Clerk. In order to fully understandtbe bearing or these rnles It will
be well to recall is a lew worda the mere purport
of tbe law under w&lob tbey are to be carried out
The act inakea school attendance compulsory on
every child between tbe agea or eight and foor-
Men during fourteen weeks In the year; Inflicts a

penalty of $60 for each offence on every person who
employs a child 01 that age that Has not attended
school fourteen weeks ta tne year, and on the
paren's or guardians a fine of $1 lor tbe first wo k
of omission to scud tbe child to school and of $&
for each subsequent week. If they are unable to
Induce the child to go to school they shall be relievedor ail peuaiues and the child shall be
treated as an "habitual truant," and tbe Board
shall provide suitable place* for the confinement
and instruction of those children.

TUK Itt'l.ES APOITKD.
Tbe rules that have been adopted to carry oat

this law iu New York city provide lor tbe taking
of a ceu.-us of all children between eight and
fourteen, and lor the appointment 01 an agent of
truancy lor each school district, who shall see that
tbe* all attend school, and enforce the law "by
means of argument and persuasion, and by means
other than force. If the same can bo dune." These
eig lit agent* of truaucy, for there are eight school
districts, shitl! procure irom some police justice a
wairani lor tbe arr«at of every child who cannot
be swajed i>y these kindly Influences. If found
tullt* liT ft hollrn Inattnn lIia rhilif uhnll h« rnm.

united 10 itaudaU'a is,and lo be sent 10 school
there, or to tue care or the Society tor the Ilelormatiouof Juvenile Delinquents, to be by them
restrained and detained ami sent to achool.
Tiiuae portioua ol Randall'* Island respectively
nuder the couuul of the Commissioners ol Charjtiesau<i C rrectiou and of the above-mimed societyaiiall be act apart "aa auitaole places lor the
iiioi iptine. instruction ann conflueuioiu of chlldreii' tioiaiinif the act. Tue police are required
to assiat lu the enforcement uf these provision.!.

THK < ENSCK.
1 he firat map taken to arrv oat the law was to

reqtieat every acu >oi iriuopal lo aend a list of all
cfciidrtn of mi wdoib he 11as a record.
Mr. John M<mi>reutruated wit'i tae couipl.
1.11.on it me census iruiu nice lists, and has
Unif cler** to asaist him in Mils mormons task.
in ii work u 4om ib rooaM mi apart lor them oa
t be top Poor >! ine iMiildmif ill the llo.ird ol K'iu1ration. 'I'Im unnincr ol names seul in to Mr. Mclniviris about i .11 ii. tuejr are to be classified
by tue street, ao that the agenta of truancy ahull
be aiiir tu u a .ii aciaaee vfeat eaiidren oi school
aire are in every locality, ihe cen-us Hits of
each street w.ieu completed will contain the numberol tbe linu«e. the name and .me ol tno child,
tne school it attends, boa employed, the place of
euiplo. iiieut. name and residence ol the employer
nn<l "f Hi" parents or mini li.nis. Mr. Mrlntyru
says the lists will not be ready lor live weeks, ax
the task is one ol ureal magnitude and involves a
vaat amount ol labor. Win n ready tney will lie
I audi'd to tne olipo Commissioner, .vho will
then. In one day, take the censna oi ail the other
oalMNS WM are'nut at.eii'Hiu p im.iis. Mr. MeInmethinks that ihi* an lie .lone, as the lints
will prove taluabie guides to the police officers,
wuo are directed to ko to every house in the city.
It will inns n seen that it wni prot a'dy take two
moDiha Weioru the provisions ol loo law are miiy
put mto practical ope ration.

, at'PKRIN I KNDKST KII'Pt.K'S V1KWS.
It is a Mirmucaui tact that ibe leading educator*

ofttiisM.it'' kavi n rsoeiTad tne law lartrabir.
,M>uie ol th ni consider its provisions too weak,
wh.ie otiters aru altogether opposed to OOBPtU*
aory education. as hem/ loreijrn to the Kcnlus
ol our free ins!ltULioiia. lo tlie littlor i Imhh l>« mm*

huperinten.lent ki.tdie, whose supei lor knowleiluo
01 evcrj tiling appertaining t> our svstetn or ireo
puolic instruction aud wit se e.\cf ileni judgment
ru.ikc him a trustworthy authority on the sul>Ject.Mr. Ki'I'ile sani JtlttDUU unit he
tliere wan no uecessitr for tin* com; UHory me**ure.What wu tne use o( tryinir to couipei a poor
man to cuucate liia cbi.drcn when he liau not the
means to clothe and feed themf What
thejr wanted wan to be taken care of,
and this work wan already done by the charitablesocieties, who supply to theru the
nec< Mary clothing and admit them to their
schools. Mr. Kidale thinks the law opposed to the

, gcu.u* ol irte institutions. iIUmii, ax u good
r school officer. he will leud all ms aid to enforce it.

One flaw in tne law whicu lie nan already seen la
tUat under it lustrucuou at home will t>e ueemed
a valid excuse lor stsjinu away Tom school.
Many parents are certainly inconipeteut to teacu
tneir children, and iu li:s opinion u would be be:'ter to require mat the euipio.ter ol every cnild bjtweenemUt and fourteeu should be compelled to

, show a certificate Irom some licensed or airnorIzedteacher allowing that the child had received
proper instruction lor lourtcen weeks. In a law
like tli.s Mr. Kiddle thought the teaching arnome
should be put turner some puolic i'utin.riiatlou.

additional K'lKIOL i acii.itiks.
It la not unlikely that the school accommoda(tlou in many districwm t»e fotind insufficient,

, as the schools ate already overcrowded, ana in
mat caie the Hoard oi Education, It is thought.
«ill furnish iKl.iition.il school facilities It in also
probable that some relorinatory institution will ne
opened lor those children who are, irom tneir pant
live*, not exactly titled for as.->octatuig with the
pupils now in the public schools, and who are y<*i
not t able to arrest from their reiusal to attend
the schools, I'resldi'iit Neilson. ol the Hourd of
Education, luteuos to carry out the law iu tne
most lenient and Kindly manner possible.
In his list auuual address ne laid stress
upon the 'act that the ayeuts of truanev
will be Instructed "to u-e t:>eir unthoriiy wr'n
gentienesH and ulscretlon, seeking rather to wiu
by argument and persuasion th.m to ilrive bv

fctatistlc* ironi which ti.u number 01 chi.dren who
do not attend school and are. properly »« < ik nir,
"liabltunl truants'' coulil no guth'red. 11wn are
over 40,'jo i children, iin ascertained by Mr. Kiddie,in Wio varlou* private neiiools of the cur. If
we can Judge iroia tnu number o ncwsDoys and
othei*street arabs there mum, however, oe very
many who receivc no regular Instruction.

lilt; liKi.M * N in.
The German tlompnlsorv Kdurp Ion law, whim

Is supposed to he itie model of Una and simitar
nets now nelng adopted In oilier countries,is much mo e stringeut in ita pro.
vlslona than the one enacted lor thia state.
It doe* not require fourteen week* instructionin each year, but uninterrupted tuition
irom tne ago of Ave to ouneen. li e Hue whi<h
la indicted on parent* la email, but la gradually
raised alter each otlonce, and the police * !/
the children who do not compir with the uw and
put them to school. luuipuUorv duo.it in ia now
even being introduced in i.u»*ia. uiietner tne
law will l>» 01 i r.ii t.i .ii ben- ;i: in t |» rltr r*
mains to De seeu. Nunr i roimnent educator*
seem to be of tiio opinion that great id » «
be experienced in en r>'inir it* provimoaa in ima
lice country. Proiess.ii s< cm l»m«taui «.

pcrlnt' ndent lor German, a profound ech lar an i
an educator of IiImIi repu'e, approve* or it aud
thinks It will heneht the schools.

COHOS EILS' CASKS.

On Thursday laat Lesore ("aprons, a child two
years or age, whose parents lire at No. Ml Mott
street, fell into a tub of hot water and wai tataliy
scalded. Coroner Woitman waa uuiie.i to ooid
an luqut st on the body.
A woman, some fltty rear* of age, wh>a« nam*

Is unknown, on Kndav evening tell dead in front
of the Hudson River Kaiircad Cvinnsf's ileM,
I iiirin in m rrn a 11 icnm av< nu<- itlio in r n il * u«

weie conveyed t<» the i wiutinn i><* im t »i .uon

houae. l>e«'fa»oil. who appeared t<> r>e ver? r

apcctatdc, IihiI gray hair, ami wore a nr..wo dr»««
trimmed with blark velvet, wau<r |>ro< ri»ak,

,.1 k vi-h.m hat, and a in 1*1 Ml k< * M »

Ini k<>kI »v;iii h. i »rmi r « ..

lu hold an inqueat.
Coroner Woliman wa« ?e»ierda) eaiied to No.

3UKaal I'went)-eightu mr<«,l to imi i an uhiit>i
on the tiody o Mr*. JilN » rtj, a <>aiaa tuirtf
ji'iw Hi age, wlio waa louud iiruiini. r»y I,*r
husband.
Kate K. Clane*, a muni woman, nrarlv iw> ntf

yeiir* in «kc, ilieii jre«ie il i» at w »hmithirdAtri-ot >rom i<>e eff< ta ni i>uru» rm >i <>

Moil.lav ia-t h'v h»r rioihea a< nI I» lakinj
Arc. Coroner ke«»ler waa nouflvi to u. .U -a >

i|uest ovoi tin' r« i i.una.
Coroner Woltman »«» iMitrdm »otia»il to h< I

nn inquest at No. ir« K *»t e.e*rnt< ir«t «irr. n
the iioiiy oi Caroline Maa«, ' i.tbuii a n, em

ployed in dotnealli', Who on Kri u» vt'iiih « <«
lritr nil? and litdll bariH M Hit i| m n
mil uMicnzine, a portion oi * sea. it i- a ai«<l, una
was using lor the purp»'«" oi i le.nli j a « «.

8UPPC)6KD IN1 \N He IDL.

Kate O'Toolw, twenty-live year* of a ot No.
237 We<t Hixteenth a'reei, ».i» lye- <r y
and sent to Deliavaa ii utal. uii lor »ui>,i -1*1 n

Unit u child bu« bad given uirtu to the ..>« pluviousund wlm n wa* found <: ad i i
ttio Iioumo l>v Mart ia Ale.v ii.der, had lir.-n m .|
l»y her. 1'lie body ol u« Infant ... i.< u » «. u»
Hi.- Morgua an 1 tue Coioihi nodded to tu>id an in1quest.

TLB SHEET.

FRENCH PLAYS.
Les Deux Comtesses.Le8

Maniaques.

Mile. Sarah Bernhardt in
"Les Plaideurs."

THE IMMORTAL MLLE. DEJAZET.

The Pieces That Have Long
tRuns In Paris.

Paris. Deo. 81, W4.
"Las DB1TZ OOMTES8B8" (ECGENR NU3).

The leading Idea or this piece la taken from
Balzac'* noble atory of "Colonel Chabert." It la
tbe dramatic history of a young girl who Is marriedto Count Louis de Trevenec, who disappears
during the first French Revolution, and Is officially
reported as dead. His supposed widow supports
herscU by needlework and his son becomes a

painter. Finally they discover that the Count de
Trevenec is not dead, but that, having long sought
his lost wife in vain, ho has married another lady
In America. They leave him in possession of his
happiness, destroy the register of his first marriage,and toe son is rewarded by the hand or a
rich young American lady, who is won by his
genius and magnanimity. The piece has had a

great success and Is admirably played.
"lbs maniaques" (mm. letkrriek and vanloo)

is an amusing piece which has been brought out
at the same house, and it is a careful Btudy 01
manners. It represents the vagaries of three ecIccntrlc persons. M. Lavardln, a rich, old col!lector ofcnrlosttles, who has adenghtcr to marry;
M. Isidore, the intended husband of the young
lady, and an elderly mnslc master, named Cr<3;pinet. He tails in love with his pupil and courts
her upon the accordeon in dolelul measures; but
Mile. Lavanlin prefers M. Isidore, ner lather is
the best drawn character and Is extremely amus;ing by reason of nis exact and methodical habits.
li his newspaper is not put precisely In the same
place every morning he Is unhappy for the whole
day, and be Is a most Inconvenient creature to
live with, because he is always jumping up to Ree
that all Ills furniture Is placed In straight lines
and that one side of tiie blind in his room is
not a quarter of an Inch higher than the
orher. M. Isidore, thon.vh a young lover Is as
trouDlesome a lellow as his future father-la-law.
He regulates his movements as though he were
made of watehwork. He eats at hours precisely
fixed; noes to bed at a particular time; sleeps at
a particular angle with bis window and L as obstinateaa a mule. He will not breakfast one
minute ^ter half-past eleven, while M. Lavardln
will touch nothing an instant belore twelve. One
or them puts sugar in his cup before pouring out
the coffee, and the other aiterward. They quarrel
about tbe proper manner of poking tbe fire; M.
Isidore opens tho window because the chimney
smokes; M. Lavardln shuts it because there is a
draught; and inconsequence of a dispute which
arises out of the subject the marriage between
the young peoplo is broken off. It is
renewed, however, by the intervention of
a beautiful tobacco tar of old Rouen ware.

belonging to IMdore, and which is coveted by La.
vardin. This jar is brokan by tae young couple la
their joy, but they stick It together again and presentit to Lavardin, who himself Knocks it down
while taking up bis hat, and is therefore obliged to
iudemnify Isidore by giving him his daughter. The
piece is a pleasing trlde and was charmingly
played.

XLLE. SABAH BERNHARDT
has appeared in the part of Phfedreln Racine's
piece o( "Les Plaideors," which was selected lor
representation on the two hundred and thirty-tilth
anniversary of the poet's birth. This was one of
the greatest parts o( Rachel, and Mile. Bernhardt
was unequal to it. She rendered the pathetic
scenes well enough, bat her physical powers were
unequal to the portraiture of passion.

TOE IMMORTAL MI.I.E. DKJAZET
is engaged to give a series or performances at the
Vaudeville, but only to play on alternate evenings,
lest her strength should fail her. She la to o^mmenee with the

"DOUAIRIXBB DB BRIOKKE,"
and all who wish to get a farewell glimpse of the
great actress beiore she passes away forever
should hasten to see her. Ber by-play Is astonish!ingly fresh and vigorous and her singing is still exquisite.tuough she 19 seventy-eight years old. What
Is still more surprising, if possible, is that she looks
absolutely beautiful. Her leatures are as dell-
cutely chiselled as ever, and show none of the
latluue or inonrnfulsess of age. She is, indeed, as
pretty a figure as a painting on a sfcvres vase.

"LA. BOL'LE," BY MM. MKILUAO AND IIALEW,
Is the latest triumph at the 1'alals Royal. The
plot or It turns upon a family squabble. Patnrel,
aged lorty-flve, has a wlio who is only eighteen,
and is unhappy in Ids nome because they wrangle
all day long mo fiercely that he has applied to the
courts tor a legal separation. The "boule" is a
round tin ball of warm water, which tho lady requiredto warm her icet at night, ana which her
husband In a moment o( irritation has thrown out
oi a window. The uext day Madame replaced this
warming ainarutus by another 01 larger size, and
the war began again. Tjicy both Insist on a separation,and the lawyers come into play. "He
calm," say* the husband's adviser to
his client; and the lawyer on the lady's
side couusela her above everything to te
cool and gracious. "Do not let there be
the slightest wrong on your part; but, whenever
you have a good cause of quarrel, take care to
secure a sale witness." Convenient testimony Is
found In the person ot one Baron de la Musardlfere,
"an old man oi pleasure and of lamlly." He comes
to treat with the Paturels about au apartment intendedfor Mile. Msriettp, of tho Theatre des Folles^
Amoureu.-es. Mine. J'aturel will not have such a
p<-r»<>n as a tenant, out Iter husband will consent
on couditton 'tut the Karon appears its a witness
on his aide. The questiou is to get up a quarrel
i>e ore him. and that object Is not difficult ol
attainment. Then P^iurel calls upon the Karon to
give Ma testimony, while the wile offers him the
apartment ii he will depose against her husband.
The tur n, lenring to be compromised between
tbeiu, . >*» a a >ij, leaving a laise name and adores*.lie is » uifiit lor everywhere, even In the
porter's h«ise oi the theatre where Mile.
Man Me p»rmtns. Paturel and his wl o
uiee hi tins uitie hole, and the tiaroness de la
Vu>ar<li*re ai-o »irpri*es her bu*t>and there, so
that srioiiter e< parawou is threatened. The case
l« ultima .in oioufht » lore a Ju-iire who h.is nine

daughters, and wb<» lain lain tnstenrs on hearing
Ui*l ue has just beooae the father of twin girls
attain. AH ends happily. t.eoffroy, (ill-Perez,
L >erltter ami M ie. A. I.tanuuit m.iuc exquisite
fooling outer ti »e i..a»eilain, and ihe piece w ill,

<> doubt, ma lar mouths.
ii iioMriNrm," ran. inorAnn n/vprmm,

i j. i»rn imu'ii at the r.uajr Theatre. Hie iron
alar is a <« » t. ho hsa <t>iaiDed that nickname

l.ii<«i*a Bu i auli-l rh«iH aioi r»i aitc* lr«>m
pri» a. The plot narrate* ibat a certain Counteaa de
N»>»a..tea tiaa received into her boa** a yotinir firk
iiitutMi m~m«, who ia tui.se^aeutiy rccugtuicit ai
M il man# a Aui*«ritu«l, lUuabi r wf an ancient
r» ut[e*u TUw yot.ng M; la the tool o! I'lienlX
r»in»a. lb* ton*let. wboaitnaat getting her lor»nhe.am he HidaeH tier in itoia.n a tluefceaa, im>e.a«e m *uo»a ttt' the ? ung Uube, her eon,
»i.l Mairy b*r. Ilia puna art toy * police
agent aiiwn rti.tuuur u« i.aa nur .crej, anil tie
i» »e«t lo the bulk*, lie eacapea. however, unJ
n ,.i ..a at r i. i. n w n tue Hutu it iU> -it 10
it tin lite p .u*r o' .«»- Mi' r r. I hn.ie tana

<NU, muiHw ii«r t iiwe, ai iu« very wnaeut alie
I* a:,oui lo i«" 1*4 iw tb' mur, ai>4 l ot inn, ibua
a«« tug all hia bo;.ra «l ruvtl ileum lively »*n'afi,
givea biutaeii up to ,«aii»e. It la a goo<i. atrong
»en«atiobai piece, anil acema to he particularly
a>u«ii>r>ari in tbat larva oi .aa of auiet peopi* wbo

T
I art food of draautte loffofl P«a«Wj

traftt to loeir ova uoavtotfoi a»*.
TDK IXH1KI or BKD I1LU

has b«coB lor tlia wm»ar i« M Fawart a*
toe 0|rfra Comkjo*. T<#y ara aii*eD^4 by aa

excaiirnt t»tod. auO «« price o a nn»»it»o ia fl*rd
at tau franca, aa v«a i«»rui»n» taa cam ai the u)4
opcr* b> a-<- id ibe k .o Lapeiauar.
The hociotjr of Socred iiarraoB* naa parforw*

At fh« i ir.'ua > > »h« 4 uatiii* fc.1 a ^a« Mam.i.

oratorio in three par's, iuui'1 ' -J uda* Ms. *

bar us;'' and lb* crowds who flocked 10 bear il
Oder sufficient prooi tUat t#e study of ftem <U
music baa made euoriuous progress in Krau- r j»

late years. Both the rhorn* and tMofei»«lr»
were very eflcct.vo at tu* uraMrio *ud tba 1 1*

formauce w*. a great auccaaa.
"LKS AMOlas I>1' DUBt.l"

lias been reprodneed with entirely new Generationsat the cbMelet. U la an op«ta 10 our »ti
and nine table tux. of which tbe wurda ar* b» M.
de Saint-Georges and ihe mtiMr f>» Albert Oi.- <r.
It was tlrst played at tbe lb.tire Lyriqua u> U \
when it nad a brisk run o( fifty eights, till it «ji
withdrawn by government inter erenre. The sut»

ject treated I* tba story of a youug devil wh.> til
taken ibe form of a pretty worn in to lure a w d
young scamp into perdition. Hut the -ne deiu i
becomes captivated by lb** young man and fa:is la
love with him so deeply thai at the critical momeuv
she determines to return alone .0 .>atan and i< c
bears to destroy the soul 01 liltn whom she bu« i.u.
deavored to entrap. Ihe wbo.a work is mad* up
of striking tableaux, of which tue

1'AI.Ai > UK ui r.t /.HHI B

Is the moat remurWatrte. Nothing can poultry i«
sweeter or more delightful than the bal.et win 1
concludes tue first net, und all the music is lull of
grace and tenderness. It attract* crowded bouses.

"BKI'Fo"
Isa trifling production, wiiuh lias been brought
out at the OpOra Coruique, and of which the niu.a
is by M. Conte: the libretto by M. Lout* Gsliet.
The plot ol tlita little opera Is of extreme am*
pllclty. Laura, a pretty young widow, reiusts \o

r marry a rlcli suitor, who 1h violently lu love »,;ti
her, und who is Jealous or u tall Turk, who uiov »

about her house as if everything in it were tu<
own. Iu lact, he is Justly entitled to do so, lot i a
is really tieppo, the husband, whom Laura hupJposes to be dead. lie succeeds in making pcaca
witn his wlfo, and the curiam lalli* upon tueir
reconciliation. There are some pretty passage*
in this operetta, aud it was prettily executed.
The Paris theatres are at this moment passing

through their annual crisis, tho latter half ol Hecemberbeing generally a bad time lor them, and
being rendered worse this year by the extrcma
severity of the weather. Few playgoers can is.
member such a heavy lull of snow as that whU ti
now lies upon the streets, and locomotion Is ai>
most impossible. For this reason the morning
periormunces at the Porte saint Muriln have don®
better than evening amusements; and on Sunday
last M. Ballande brought out a new piece, emitted

"tTNK FAMILI.K EN 1870-71." TAK U. CODKNIKH.
The plot or it is laid in Paris during the siege,

and shows that the Freuch are already beginning
to look upon their disasters with an eye to bust,
ness.
Mme. Olympe Audouard has been delivering lec.

tures on Spiritualism at the Salle des Families,
and lias attracted large audiences.

"CHARLEMAGNE,"
a grand historical drama of the middle ages, la
announced at tne Fran<;ais, where the demi-motua
still hold possession of the playbills.

FREDERIC l.EMAirilE, ANOTHER IMMORTAL,
has appeared again at the Th^Atre des Arts an A
has acquitted himself creditably, in spite of niauf
evidences of Hard living and physical weakness.

"liA FILLK I)E MADAME ANtiOT"
appears to have become an institution in Paris,
and is still playing to crowded houses at the Folie*
Dramutlques.

OUR EMBASSY IN PARIS.

colonel Hoffman's diplomatic promotion^
Paws, Dec. 81,*1874.

The promotion of Colonel Hoffman to the secretaryshipof the United States Legation in London
will deprive tbe Americans In Paris of an able adviserand'a hospitable fellow countryman. Colonel
iioumua is, laueea. a mpiomatist or the bent type,
cool, self-possessed, uprwnt and conciliatory. His
knowledge of French affairs la accurate and ex«
tensive, and he has extreme tacl and good sense

\p the conduct of business. It is possiblethat, liter having iamlliariaed him.
seir so completely with the French peopla
and their concerns, and alter having muJe
so many friends among them, he hlnu«eli may feel
some regret at leaving Paris, which la really tna
most charming otty in the world. But hla transferto London is certainly proiesslonal promoMoa
In the diplomatic service, and a man of reasons
ble ambition In the prime of life could hardly reluseIt.
The relation* between Great Britain and iha

United States, both commercial and political, are
of immense Interest to both countries. The lis a.
erles question, the questions of boundaries, reciprocitiesand others arc so numerous and
important that the English mission must
always take rank belore that of Pu<rts.
Colonel Hoffman has had the good fort,una
to witness the most striking eveuts in modem
Frenoti History. He was in Paris during the great
exhibition and saw the apoirec of imperial power
and splendor. Ho was also hero during the siegs
and during the Cohimune. But at present thera
is a lull in French politics, and nothing beyond &

squabble in tho Assembly can t>e anticipated lor
some time to come. Upon the whole, therefore.
Colonel Hoffman's friends can honestly congratolntehim on his trausier to London, where In*
honorable antecedents will amply justiiy h,a
nomination.
Colonel Hoffman is of Dutch descent And was

born in New York, Wbert uls family have b.*!ti
settled since lflfitt. He was educated at. Harvard
College and Law School, and lie practised law ior
some time in New York. He voluuteeied l»»r mill.tnry service when the war broke out in ism, utid
was for some months on the staff oi General Morgan.in February, 18W, lie was appointed by the
President assistant adjutant general, with the
rank 01 captain, and ordered to the staff id On.
oral Thomas Williams, whom lie accomp<iuled to
New Orleans. He was at all tlia siibsaIquent operations on the river, uud tows
pari In the first attack on Ylckabuig and
the first attempt to cut a ditch to isolate
Vicksburg. He remained with Williams til. t iai
general was killed at the battle of Haton Koiue.
In October, 186:2, he was ordered to the stiff ol
Brigadier (ieneral W. T. Sherman, th n command'
lug a division. He remained with .Sherman during
ins command at New Orleans and alter want at
Port Hudson till he was wotinded In tlie a.-smdc,
and was present at the siege and capture. In July,
is lis, lie was transferred to the staff ol Major UeneralW. H. KrankNn, wttn the rank of major, lie
was with Franklin through the campaigns on tne
const of Texas and aiterward on me Red l;lver
campaign and until he was wounded at the battleof Mansfield, when he was trausierreil
lor a short tunc to the staff ol the
general commanding the Department- of Louisianaand Texas. in the summer oi ls<u he was
ordered to Virginia, and appointed assistant adjutantgeneral of the Kasiorn district, in ma
sprint: of ls<>6, on thu application ol (icueral Slier*
man, lie was ordered back to New Orleans, and
transferred to the statr of Major (lenerai t'anhy.
In June, IS66, he resigned, and subsequently, at
dciicrul ( atioy's lequest, was npuointed assistant
secretary oi legation to Paris, iii 1867, at Cenci ai
lux's request, tie was made secretary to tlie Hussion.
Tn<-se are distinguished services, and. It mast

be added, that Coionel Hoffimin has lalriy won
whatever good fortune may hereniter be in store
lor in in. His selection for any ol the higher posts
ol dip'omacy In Kurope would always be a who
one, ior military men enjoy consideration and ad.v:int,nre-< nt. Knroneiin courts which nu» ultnirathnp
dented to civilians.

SERIOUS BLASTING EXPLOSION.

betes' men badly injured neab bound
brook, n. j..nobody killed.

Near Bound Brook, N. J., on Friday, a party ot
laborers were engaged blasting rocks oa the Una
olthe lionn I Hroolc and Delaware Railroad, when
a preuuturo explosion occurrcd, resulting iu
notions injury to seven men. Ituppearstlio joriniau of tlie tang, Patrick
KelilU, Had nearly finished "tamping" sixty
H unds of powder, and ordered Ills ntcn
10 feek shelter, when the blast suddenly ex.
piodid. Xeuili, strmue to atar, was not instantly
k lie i, t*ui liud both ins eyes blown out and nit
'nee and iinii's injure". mx others were awo
'i- «ud nil liruised and otliei wish injured. It< lnll
I resented a shocking sight. Mo and several otm-r#
< tn meu were removed to M. Aticuael's Himi>i«
tMl. Newark. Carelessness is alleged to tiuvu beet
the cause ot the explosion


