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me t,u»i Kiver was ui iusi uriugeu over yesierdaymorning. It was done without the sanction
or the Legislature at Albany. No bonds were

Issued lor the purpose. The Common Councils ol
New York ami Brooklyn bad nothing to do with it.

Their wishes were not even once consulted. The
taxpayers will never be ca,led on to pay a cent
for the enterprise. It was done without brat; or
bluster and with exemplary promptitude. It is
true it was but the work of a day, yet in Its day
and feneration it was useful and had a strange
charm thnt few other bridges possess. It
was made or Ice and stretched withoutn solitary pier or abutment or suspensioncable from Brooklyn to Naw Vork*

* white and level as a marble-topped table. It accommodatedseveral thousand persons in an Interchangeof visits between the two cities. It
gave infinite excitement to the mluds and musclesof a host of men and boys. It trlea the mettleof a whole swarm of tugs and ferryboats and
was altogether a lively and interesting phenomenon.No accidents of a serious character were
reported. Considering the recklessness of many
foung lads who seemed to think the bridge came
in aro v nrwl wad lalH oni-ncc »\«* An/flnanA

mon Council, It Is amazing no Uvea were lost In
the break-up at noon.

WHERE THE ICE CAME I'ROU.
The vast quantity or Ice that contributed to

build the slippery causeway was a wonder and delightto the multitude of eyes that looked upon It.
Where aid It come lrocn? Neither Hell Gate nor
Harlem could have sent down so great a mass.
The North Uiver evidently haa a hand in It. The
eccentric currents that point lor the Kast River at
each returning tide laia hold of the vagrant icebergsdischarged irom the Hudson and swept
them In one great floe into.the overburdened
waters of the East River. The strong#tlde pressingnpward through the early morning welded the
rountless fragments Into a solid widespreadlng
Held, and thus the neck ol tne river was choked
and a bridge accomplished. The harbor presented
ft singular appearance. When the tide had ebbed
Qovernor's, David's and Bedloe's islands wero
united by an ice drlit which at a distance looked
like a long line 01' breakers suddenly petrified.
Ships were hem mod la. and lar as the eye could
reacn tne waters of the bay seemed to be in completesubjection to the autocrat of winter.

* A CLEAN AND LEVEL BRIDGE.
There have been ice briagei before tbls winter,

bat none so clean and level as the one of yesterday.A slight sprinkling of snow, like
ingar shaken on a plate of buckwheat
cakes, helped to tone the slippery suriace
tnd permit of easy walking. The details
9f the event will be read with interest. An ice
tridge, unlike Christmas, comes not once a year,

aind therefore is it that people who do not live la
Brooklyn give it so much welcome and attention.

THE SCOQESTIVE FEAT OF MR. BEECHER.
Once there was an Ice bridge some years ago

that borrowed lustre in history from the lact that
Henry Ward Ueecber, with a party of ladles, was
the first Who bad the daring to venture over It.
With his characteristic impulse he put confidence
In the precarious thing; yet it did not prove
treacherous. It oore him saleiy over and Justified
bis sanguine ialtb. That bridge was an uneven
structure. The ice appeared to have been thrown
op in a series of violent spasms In the river irom
beneath. It was lull 01 pitfalls, peii:ou3 to the
an wary and the awkward. Blocks of ice
were piled In confusion here and there
like the ruins of a palace built of crystal.
Unlike the bridge or yesterday, it was Impossible
to see the exact condition of the surface ten yards
ahead. Across tms perilous causeway ilr.
Ueecher, with the ladles, heated In a sleigh,
parsed irom Brooklyn to >ew l'ork. A hundred
thousand peopl: stood looking on in breathless
uspense. Everybody seemed to see a hole into
which he must inevitably rail and perlali. a gap
in midstream lav directly in his course. He WuS

uearing it rapidly. The crotvd shoutca, He
is luineJl" 'He is gone!" He was called
tooihardy and overconfident, and many
satd It would serve him rlgnt to cet
drowned: but quite a number siandlng
on the Brooklyn oank cheered him on, cried
bravo'' and bet ireely lie would pass across in
alcty. All suddenly the sleigh dashed down to
the edge of the gaping chasm. Intense anxiety

marked every in^e. The suspense seemed a lifetime,though it lasted hut a moment. Tne chasm
was crossed. The slourh was sa.-e. Snouts rent
tno air irom the Brooklyn aide. The dangerous
passage was accomplished, yet there are people to
tbis day who cannot account for bow the thing
was done.

BCSINEJ9 AND FCS ON THE ICE.
Yesterday's Undue was free ivom excrescences,

level as a prairie and hard as granite. Over 20,000
persons crossed It. Boys on sicates gave It a trial.
A hundred characters made it a place lor eccentric
exhibitions. One man started a bar witn
a demjohn or wniskey, bootblacks piied
their vocation a* on terra firma, venuers
or peanut* and roast cnestnuts stationed themaelvei,on a very brief lease, in the direct path
irom New York to Brooklyn. Rumors were given
out mat a man who Drought a stove on tno ici to
cook coffee and cakas fell asleep, up^et the stove,
baa a hole burned in the ice lame enough to admitoi bis easy passage to the regions below, and
that be passed away and made do etga and leit
no token, one man, who oaarged a ceut a head for
very person who usud his ladder lor desotadiog

on the loe, maae a trifling tortu&o. A* for the
lerty tups iney were entirely b.ockaoed tor a conlioerabiepart of tne day. weveral boats wire m.
lured, and, at evening drew oa, the great tody or
toe with the ritarmag tide beg*» to set in to tne
M*a loir a ier.y s:ips once mote.

BOW TUE BHiDdt BIC.A.V.
It was an hodr or so before miatiigut an Friday

that huge cuke* oi ice. tea lueties thick, cume
armmt down the North River, and at the or.anae
or tide, bstwsen tva «nd six o'clock yesterday
OiorniBg, it wus diiVtfu irom tue oar up the £u«t
iifir beyond tue Pu.tnu ierry. Uy eight u'aluek
ibe lee tieiu had lormed a natural ormge between
tu »# titiei itm into nm iitu

NW YORK
South ferry, and th« bay was Wled with tbe ?a«t
Ice masses. The ice was smooth in most places
ana very hard. au<l oetween Peck j-iip ana the
You'll lerrv had the appearance of oue enormous
Ice Hoe. The aspect was moat picruresque. lusteadof the waving, undulating masses of water
that greet tne eye 01 ttie terry traveller, scarcely
anvthlug was to be seen but this crystal sheet of
flittering Ice.

A T1KPTI.YO S1GUT.
It was a mo^t tempting sieh: to the adventurous

who like to boast that they liava crossed to Brooklynor New York on the ice, und by nine o'clock
crowds ol spectators had gathered on both sides
the river. Many of these were desirous of cro.ss,mg over in the terry, but as scarcely any ol the
Boa's were*running It was evident that their
only chance oi reaching the opposite fhore was
bv means of a daring teat of pedestrlanlsm.
Kvervbodv lias noticed how cowardly o'owrt* are
until'the Urst example ol daring has uemonstrated
the possibility ol success, and it wu< »o in tuis
case. Bv it quarter past nine o'clock the crown at
the Kulton Kerry baa swollen to thousands, and
c.! linnirh ma n v iunina.t M.. ...» ... - ...

a lew sportive antics none bad as vet
ventured to cross, w&o was to break the Ice, or,
rattier, to overcome It ? Well, the Hero appeared
before long. lie came, lie walked aud lie conquered,aud reached Brooklyn In about two miuutesand forty seconds, lie started irom I'eck
slip aud landed In Brooklyn about two blocks
west ol Fulton lerry. He picked his way careiully
among the broken pieces of ico that encumbered
the doe in some places, and, alter taking many
circuitous routes, he reached the Brooklyn store
in safety.

THE CROWD FOLLOWS.
And now the ice was broken, and everybody

feeling assured that the bridge 01 Ice was Drni and
tnar no danger lurked beueatn its bright, shining
surface. the crowd lollowed lti his wake in an
uninterrupted stream. People supported one
another in this novel walk; they snouted aud
hurrahed when anybody sped on with especial
l oldness, iliey laughed when anybody fell. The
scene was une ol Indescribable animation and
merriment. Some 01 the business men, who were
naturally cautious und would have prelerred to
take the leir.vboat, nevertheless crossed on the
Ice, as they were eager to reacn their business
places in New York. Near Wall street tne first
une who crossed on the ice was a little boy, whose
anility was generally admired. Hetween Brookl.vnana Governor's island there was also a com-
plete briuire ol Ice, and people used It liberally,
some impelled by the necessities of business and
others by the mere desire for sporf.

fH.EIUHS DRIVEN ACROSS.
One of the spectators near Wall street even

stated that several sieigns, urawn bv horses, sue;ceeded in crossing irom New York to Brooklyn,
aud other eye witnesses strengthened tins asssr-
tlon by continuing it. There was also a li tie
skating ik some points, and tne boys at ihe river-
sue en.;oyed the opportunity lor irolic upon the
Ice. Hundreds ol sehooloovs irom the Helchts iu
Brooklyn came down with their skates and sleds
and went out boldly upon the Ice bridge. The
ponce at some places Interfered with the -port,
and near the Fulton terry In New York drove
away many people who uau veuuueu upon me ice
when the tide was going out and there was
danger that they might oe parried toward the
bay or perHli Iti the water wiieti the ice brtike up.
Among those who crossed on the ice were also
several ladies The llrst, a .Mrs. Jones, oi New
York, createa quite a sensation hy t^ef boldness.
On the shore the scene was also one of novel

interest. Thousands 01 people were curious to
see the tee bridge aud came irom a considerable
distance to view the spectacle. The docks were
packed with curious spectators, and luau.v clamlbered upon the ships in order to obtain a better
view. It was a sight well worth seeing and
one that had nor, not been witnessed for
years. "Are you jtoinir over?" "Come on. lets
take a promenade on the ice,'' and otnt-r similar
expressions were heard everywhere. Numerous
vessels had been cauxht in the ice when it first beKandriitiug up the Kast River, aud need themiselves with the createst difficulty.

THE KERUTBOATS.
At first the ferryboats succeeded in opening a

gap once in a while, aud cutting through iliu ice
uc some places. This was beiore the bridge was
thoroughly lormed. Between nine aud twelve
o'clock, however, all the Wall street boats and
most 01 the fillton lerry boats were lying idle. It
was still possible lor a few Fulton lerryboats to
start irom Brooklyn aud etlect communication
with the metropolis l>» landmff their passengers
a: tne Catharine street Hp, where the ice was cut
in loose cakes. All the Roosevelt street boats
were irreatlv delayed. The Arizona l»it tiio
Brooklyn stde just, beiore eltrlit o'clock and
reached New York hi nine o'clock. Tne iiontauu,
winch followed ner, could scarcely make any headwayat ail. Alter liaii an hour's'struggling wttii
tne loose ice in the upper portion of tne river she
drlited across the Catharine ferry slip, on the
Brooklyn side, where 9he remained firmly wedged
lor nali an nour. About bait-past. seven o'clock
the Harlem boats had reached the head of the
tloe, which at thai rime was beyond Peck a.lp.
The Shady Sloe was ahead, drifted over to the
Brooklyn shore aud was in near the Jav street

Jl)ler1 mr. uhas& assault.
At noon a poweriui squadron of tnzboats and

steamers mustered aroutut tne Battery ami moved
lorward with the high ambition of restoring the
East IUver to treedom and lerry travel, llie most
brilliant service lu tins line was periormed oy the
Cuv of Boston. With a lull head of steam on and
looming up like a mountain, this splendid vessel
struck the solid square mile or ice that formed the
lower border of the vast field, extending, with
but a break or two, all the way to Hell Oate. A
circular saw cutting through an Orange count*
cheese may give an idea of the Ase, force and rapiditywith which the bow of the City of Boston shot
through tne Ice. Tee paddles struck the shattered
blocks with alow rumbling noise like the sound
of a monstrous mauled arum. At times the high,
llfclit, razoi-edged prow appeared to lilt lrueli
above the ice, us if the vessel meant to skate
across lis sun ace. On and on it ue.d its steady,
powerful way, u Gallant object to the eve, and animated,as it seemed, with a daring resolve to do
or perish. Toe inousands Uuiug the shores
watcnea the Boston wita admiring interest as she
disappeared up stream, can ymi all before her.

AS ELECTRIC SHOCZ.
The simultaneous attack on tne lower border

sen an electric shock through the whole oody or
ice above. Lines of division, quick and irregular
a« lorkeu lightning playing across the sky, shot
over the lrozen plain. The nervous people
who, at tins moment in a tsta'.e of
iukd excitement were ummiy crossing iroin com
snores, lelc a tnrtJL or alarm. Tliey nearu strange
sounds beneath rheir :eet, like tue bursting asunderor solid rocks. They saw the force ol tugs and
jerry boats strike like a .nitre battering ram agulDSt.
tno iloor on which tliey stood, xney heard tue
snouts of aiann iroin citner bank or tne river, but
the wild exnhnratlon or trie danger round about
had a losclnation tnat many round it iiard to
resist.

A line op tugboats
broke through the bridge close by the New York
shore, while on the Brooklyn side a ciear channelwas made by similar means, This isolated
the Held. The tide w^s o-j the turn. The strong
bolts 01 ice that held tue immense gorge were
shattered, and now the whole mass beuan a slow,
steady movement la tne direction or the harbor.
The miii was shining origniy, ana the sky
wus nearly cloudless. Along both sides of the
river, iioni the Uattery to Harlem, spectator
stood in groups and crowds. Above aud below
Fulton ferry the piers were black wuh people.
Vessels were luvaued t>y eager sightseers. Even
the rigging and masthead 01 many a cralt were
tioidly sough out lor a mote satisiactory glimpse
of tne strange paeuonieaon. ine ieny slips were
tnrongeo. Tne 'longsnoreniea censed oiseussing
tne rate of waeres. and gave loose to speculations
on the nature ol ice and to gossip ou the history
oi ice gorges in the East River.

toe great interest
now was centred in the movements of the people
caught on tne fragmentary icebeig.-. It grew
all the keener iroin tno lact of several ladies
i»eiug seen among tne bewiluered adventurers.
Vessel aft^r vessel kept p.tsHiaif up and down tno
channel lormed on the New York side. Tne cnan-
nei couuntied encroucmnx on me ice, umi all nope
01 me loriorn wanderera reaciung New York on
loot wHi ended. 'Jbe channel on cue Brooklyn
side loroude <>uy escape lu rhut direction, ami tuus
too crowd was cut completely on iroiu escape.
Some beuavod wita supreme mdiflerence, otuers
were anxious and unease, ana still uioie were uesiueI'.iemseives witn perspinu.r iear. All were
prompt to succor the unfor'.juate and crave uau«
H»v lor immunity's sake, l'lie steam vessels along
me Kail Kiver not otnevwiae occupied *et off to
me reiief o. tnese people. A »>0at lrom the Hamiltonlex ry ifup stiucic tUe iloatiuu xieiu ou mo
koutboru edste auu oroKc it lu three puces. Ou
tlie -uiallest 01 tue»e a iady ami tmee ueuuemeu
were carried away in tn<? direction of
Governor's Inland. 1 ue laciv opened her unH>raila
and look cue Situation coollj. The geuuumon
waved their liai>» in despermion. All tins time ,
tlie small ran ou wnicti tne.v floated was drifting
rapiu.y into buttermilk cuauuei. A leir niomeiu*
inoie ana tue lueuliJod i»us men lull support
would go to pieces, but lortnuaieiy It *a* mught
lu a projection oi tunuled ice od the ea»t euu oi
(loveuiur'w Is.una. ueie, O.v imug uncommon »kill
ai.d activity mid with me help oi several soiai«i«,
they got a*nore in an extiausied con uiion. iu«
otuer two pwc.'i oi ice on >vnii!U me larger nuiu*
ber o# paopia «era htlpieisly ai'uaied stood tue
t tit l Oi tue lenyoout and were iet,«vtd oi me.r
occapauts In (|Uh.kqi'time iIimu it ak04 to ten it,
Mill i iiei e «vat a vast unoroken >eotiou a quarter oi
a mile loug on wuku a uainuur oi yoUbg men were
piayiug leap i'i o* aud ua.a Jail, luey weio
tainiy very tUll oi cuiiAueiioe. as hey lejecivd mv<
ra. kiudiy oilers to i>e taken a.Qore,

1 HE OAMli or bXiH UALL
was nipped in ti.o middle i<y a uivisiou of tbe Held,
third aiu s?c«nd lw*j i-o urf taken oil in one direction0/a tteuiw&duu* cru«K iu tue ilvur ui.d ma
pKctier i.u.l catcher in anotiu r, >\ .u> ue teaiiul
apfCtators d*u la ail Uutetl u«.

iako uie off." said fr.o puttier to a tuuwoa:Qaptuip WHO Ha I prwViousiy otTuied to do so Out
was tOid 10 (0 and soak ins »ray ;uirs in a was a
tub,
vot oy A darned sigut," repiua trie cffc-uded

oaptaiu,
Uire vou Si.'' cuntibUfl'.l tho o'Uer.

".>ut uy a daiiied si«ui," rtpcuioj trie otjdurat#Dirtriuer."
"Uav-it't aot auotn<r oenf," impioi'ingiy addta

tlie de>)rairiug pitcner,
"uo uowii oa your nDtn ana sar you'll never

sitfalb cull me it creaky ion oi u tsa 4^>wk." roared
ti.s isicuuatil tugboat pirate. auU. wllb lrem«
btiiUt .isiws tu« base aau t«i« litaweituafl m ma

HERALD, SUNDAY, JAS
marrow bones, cried petvavi. auU was hau'.ed oy
the back ui the neck on board.

rut hack ion tuk fkrhyboat.
Hillv rortv persons were on ttie largest Recilon

that remained 01 tUe Held. It was well loosened
on all sides jud was moving easily. The erowd
was lingering on Hie Brooklyn edie, hoping lor
rescue ironi tiiat quarter. a terry boat at tno
same time made Its uppearauce irom the New
York side wltn tne evident purpose oi succoring
the uniortnuate?. Then began a race that nave
iu'ense relish to tlie spectators on shore. Those
who had skates kept well ahead, but hose who
liaa noue lell every tjw steps, stumbled over eacn
other, cot up and (ell again, and stiil struggled,
eacn one with desperate resolution 10 reaeli the
terryooat flr?t. All were taken aboard dry and
panMn^r except tne laat three. Ihs boat kid
moved out a lew leet on the lorward starboaid
side, and the unconscious tuo. running p -U-meil
on the heels 01 those ahead, dropped inio the
vawuiUK «pa<-e and were ducked as thoroughly as
ii ii were uoue xooraer. a.i tnis was very excnmg.it stirred the blood and made t tie color come
uuu go like a battle.

THK i Ol'RAliK OK MKS. .IONKS.
A lady named Mm. Jones was the urs: of Uer sex

to venture across. Mlie was saluted by tlie lueu
woo were already on the ice, aud encouraited to
proceed, liuving'auiehgagement. in Biooklyn, aud
unable to tliiu any convey uiice, sue (MUliriMtJI
started over, and yet site was no strong uiiuaed
woman, but one ol modest wav>, though 01 h.gh
couVage. Other womea soon followed her example.

MISHAPS here ANI) there.
W bile human Hie escaped uninjured many misbapsoccurred lo boats of various Kinds. The plow

01 the Sevrtdu, of the Roosevelt line, stiUcK the
corner of an immense cake of ice with a trenieudouscrash, and drnteu helplessly upstream
among tue ice masses, me Idaho, oi tne same lino,
wiilcn started fiiteeu minutes alter tne Nevada,
tried to iorce her way through driltlng ice. Tnis
was beiure tne blockade hud become complete,
t-he succeeded alter mauy struggles, auu just 111
the nick 01 time escaped a huge ice Hoe, tha' came
upon her witu threatening speed, 'the Winona
was over an boar and a hail in crossing from the
Fulton ierry slip in Brooklyn, and dually had to
laud her passengers at tne James' slip lerrv. A
lug was caught in the ice at tne same time and
carried up tne East River. When she reached a
point opposite the Navy Yard sue got into clear
water and made for her dock. The feirvooat Farragutcamenear running into the bridge towi-r.
on tne New York sine, and carried away the bulkheadand scuiloiding on ibe pier. The I'nion, of
the Hamilton line, was unable to reaeh her dock
at Whitehall street and had to put into the Wall
street slip. Later in the day, oi coarse, this slip
was complete.y covered with Ice until ibe tide beganto turu and the tloes to drtlt down toward the
Bay.
a brig was struck by a largo cukb or ice orpositethe South Ferry, and ,iad her sides smashed

In rind nearly careened entirely over, she was
lighted uud then became wedged and irozen in
the ice.

It was stated at the ofllce of the Pilot Commissionersmat several pilots had reported the buovs
a-* having been swept away, which naturally
would greatly increase cue uiincuiues 01 navigation.
Trie East. Klver noat Harlem, in trying to reach

Her pier, seriously damaged her paddie wheel anil
was compelled to lay up.
The City of Boston. In forclug her way up,

cracked u considerable cliaunei through the centre
ol tne floe, Tne fright 01 the persons thereon,
who canu uear belutf crushed by the steamer, was
very great. lnev were saved by a steam I mncii,
whicn canied them to (ioveruoi's island, whence
tliev tooK rhe boat tor the Batten*.

Tiie English siil,> Nupnar, at pier 29 Eust River,
had ner rudder gear earned aiva.v by the Ice and
was forced hall way out of the dock.

THE POSITION OF THE SHIPl'INU.
The ships at the wharves ou the East Rtrer

side were, irom their position between the piers,
In a state of complete security, and beyond the
loss 01 a rudaer to one vessel, as mentioned, no
damage occurred, ou tiie various canal boats
wedged in net ween the larger vessels might oe
seen the ueatis of their occupants, men, women
una children, looking out iron the hatchways
upon the strange scenes. But the ice in which rue
boats were ltnbedued was not even broken. On
tiie North Klver side, where rue spaces between
the piers are less occupied, the ice was crowcod
in by the lorre of the curreut, cansltur more or
less movement of the canal boats in winter quar.
lers there, but not siilllcieut to remove them irorn
their moorings or injure tnem in any way.
Several in tne towboats found it impossible to

stem the neavyioice oi moving ice. urul were
taken out oi their course, but without damaue.
one of these was caught In the ice as the lerrvboatWinona was approaching tne wharf and carriedup the Eaat Itiver as tar as the Navv Yard,
wh ;n she got into clear water and proceeded to
the oock.

THE NOllTll KIVKK AND 11 i V

The North River was not completely bridged
wuti the tee, but tne tloes were, nevertheless, oi
considerable size near the shore. Tile ferryboats
were greatly delayed und suecee led only witti
much difficulty in catting through It. There
was u vast lee field above Hoiioken- At
pier 17 Nortti River the Statea island
lerryboats had to effect a landing, us
the bay was blocked up by ice. During tue lorelioou,however, the Interest centred in tne East
Ki\er, wlicre me ice nad reacued iar more lornudaoleproportions than in tne North River, The
trauic between New York and Staten Island was
greatly impeded, although the boats 01 the North
Shore Company weiv running regularly.

I'tlOONS 11ESCCID.
The following named persons were rescued by

the tugboat George W. Sanidal:.F. Wilson, J. Toy,
M. Miller, J. McClure, A. Van Nostrand, B. Blatcalord,E. Hamilton and officer Anunio Carricoila.

AN 'UNKNOWN BUD?.
An unknown body, which might have been In

the river some days, was caught in the lco at pier
26 East River, but aiterwards disappeared.

THE EVKNING BLOCKADE.
With the channe or the tide in tue evening the

Ice musses ariited again up the river and torrned
huge flelfls beiwecu eight and nine o'clock. Tue
eilects oi the blockade last evening were not so
generally lelt as in the morning, as it came, most
mcklly, alter the time when people take tne ferryboats'iorhome. As it was, however, it was by no
means pleasant lor those wuo had to wait for the
boats or peihaps could not go home at all, ie>
cau e tnc companies did not run late night boats
owing to the ice obstruction, ainny people were
consequently missed in their pleasant homes in
Jersey. Staten island. Astoria, Hoooken and other
aunurbs ol New York, aud had to spend the night
In wicked and dissipated Gotham. At miauiaiit
The boats of the Fulton terry made the Trips to
Brooklyn wltu mucn difficulty.

THE ICE BKIDUK3 OP THE PAST.
Ry comparison with tue ice blockades of the

past tins ol yesterday *vas not toe greatest nor the
one widen stayed longest. It will oe noticed triat
most oi the blockades happened precisely at this
time of tne vear, within a day or two ou either
slue oi the present uate. The ice blockade of 1852
was remarkable lor an accident that oeiell Mr.
John McC'lenahuu, subsequently &n attactid oi tno
Hekald, who, along witn a party or young lads
Irom Brooklyn, were carried off on a cake of ice
down tne bay and cam; near perishing oi cola and
hunger. It whs on the morning oi January 21,
180j. and thousands or persuns were anxious to
cross the East Ki\er from Brooklyn to Netv York,
but found that the noars at south and Fulton
terries were all frozen in, and tnat the intense cold
of the previous nignt i:ad converted the river
Into an uunroken xneet of ice. One man, more
courageous than the others, boldly ventured across
ou the precarious bridge or crystal, aud when it.
was discovered mat ho reached the opposite shore
in saiety, his ex.unple was followed by Ave thousandmore, lieloie the last crowd of adventurous
tieuestriar.s, numbering about Ave hundred,
reached tne New York side, the ice parted near
the shore, aud the entire mass moved down
toward the bay. All were rescued, however, aud
no loss oi liie occurred, one sleigh was seen to
cross th« river at Hamilton ferry beiore the ice
gave way.

In 1S64, in the month of Januarv, there was nr.
VIU. . ...» ..vv...«v «u v..» UU» unci, UUL Ult: UU"

attended witu uuy remuritable events, la 1356,
on January h, mere was

A F0IIMIDAU1.E ICE BARRIER
formed between tho New Vork ami LirooKlyn
shores 111 tne vicinity 01 Fulton icrry. This bridge
01 Ice lasted lor two hoars and many were cuugnc
beiore ttie 11 '.e begun to ureal: up, owing to the
action ot the tide.

011 January 17. 1857, large quantities of lee accumulatedin tue vicinity of tho East Klver :erri<?3
go as to rorin a temporary bridge orer which iio.ooo
people crossed. Tue uians 01 uubroketi ice coveredan ureu 01 live square miles'. This bridge
lasted until tlie aiteriioon 01 the same dnv, aud
many were c.iuitut beiore the Ice moved down tne
mei' witn tue eon tiae. In 1867, on January 23, tne
lurries on tUe ham Kiver were again oloeked, and
two nu'U u no were enuaged in tne exuilara ina
exercise 01 Mnowoaiucg e.vcu ot ier at tne loot of
pec* slip resolved ot(ween themselves ihat tne
blockade was complete. iney crossed Hccordlnmy
on tne Ue aud were loilowed by verv many other*.

THK FROIESSIUN ON itlK ICS.
When the staoiluy of tne ice nrlttge was once

recognized ihe crystal suriaee b-.-c.iuie dotted witn
uuu-.reus ot people, L.adies umi chiluien in*
tripled tbeniseives oti tue precarious suriace, and
at one uujo there was a inoteineur. among a lew
emerprlilug fKdetuieu to e»t*ol>an null way
house* between New \oru aud lirouKljn lor the
uec.»mmoJatiou 01 tne inner uian. A posne of
police odk-srs soon Interiereu with tins duuverons
amuseuiout, and atteaipied tj lessen ine numbers
tunt iiockwu from either lerrr. iue tido uenan to
ebu and the ice tu part irom dltuar snore, rue a
thOie weie loots sud <" le* ot C.isroa.v, CMiitiOUft.
aauionitioui, advice uuu remonstrances Uil«'t iue
ali, wiuin i>ee 0: resolve* occupied uie mum of
terror *uio..eii anvenwirers uiitt if in*/ put off
gale ti.fv would never oe cuu/in in sacu a scrap*
again. Wneutnt uia»» o. ice r^oiVcil iu»li into
U tVinn ca<e«, rtpuou s-awani, maay pergona
were reecueu witn extreme difficulty ny tnvo^&u.

Ail*, item) Wind timo.iti ar.vi Jtlrs. >teset r,
Bo.icr;, eec-Jt'0 by Capiatb U'tueau. CiogS'.'U th>>
lee o .. fan vacation uoin aruoKiyu, audieacuod
in* .sew Vork siue witnout any loishap, \,st,Weedier en; ')>j tue journey, uud expvneuceduo i«ar 01 luit ramie natuie >.) nu ou-ige,

Ctt 1 ebrunr/ U. is;i, aDoi'iov bridge w.uioiwjwi
oi ne lie i') '!' Kami Kiver. tun suiue lesaits
cam*. 9i*«» &o.» were cau^a*. ou one care ui ice
wiiuii the ii'b ti-ie »ei iti auj rlirv were iiutn ja
by a tiuooat. in lee biuoKaoc lesteu omy a lew
jiQ-.i'-t ihiee ti.oU->»u4 pe»pie erosieu ou thu oc«
cum h.

iheio are rppcri* 01 people erottitu iro n urook*lvu X«<v lor* on tne ice on januirv U, irW on
Jsnuuri 8, 17<*7. uud 0,1 .ixuuav, u, igj;. uui. tkthe liut meutioned i^er.od 1..0 yortu UlVei was
jreaeii ItruM ana witty peepie UftrtVstO u fioa»
im Jersey iiiM« w*n»* Vuvg. '
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All Keady for the Opening of the New *>"
Ua

Opera House. i
' all

MME. NILSSON CANNOT SING-.WHY"

The Prices for Seats Enormous in

Consequence of Jobbery. as

.
«r
op

"FIGARO'S" FINESSE. ST

Ttl
PARIS, JaD. 5. 1876. 10!

TMi evening, 5th January, 1875, the new opera 1'u
house In Pans will be Inaugurated with extraor- tt
dinarv splendor us tUe first national ceremony of ne

Importance which has taken piace under the Sep- gr
ii'uuuvc. ; en

THE PROGRAMME OF PERFORMANCES. nil

The curtain will rise on the following pro- Hi
gramme, which was onty definitively fixed a few nn

Hour* ago:. si<

Overture of the "Mnette <1e Portlei" Auber cr
First null second a<'ts of the "Juive" Halfivy re
Overture of "Uuiilaunie Tell" Rossini
"Benediction des Poi«nard»," from tne
"Hujrueuots" Meyerbeer wt

Second act oi "La Source" Deiibes lU(
The per:ormance will commence at eight o'clock tr(

precisely. aK
MM k. ntussov l nabi.e to ArPEAB. \

Tbe programme lor the opening night has been ji,
moditled by an indisposition 01 Mme. Nilsson, thus w(
certified by Dr. Jules Gutirlss:. a;,
Mme. NUssou, in consequence of a chill, is suf- an

fei'ing trout hoarseness: her condition Is not
aiarming, but yesterday she was, and to-day she a*
is, incapable of singing. .several davs of car« and uc
repose may permit Mine. Nllssou io resume her ser- br
vice at tne opera..Dated 1'aris, 4tn January, 1876.
Signed JCLES GUIiKlSS. *\'| 111
The tenor of this certificate was considered so

vague aud unsatisfactory b.v M. Haianzier, the in

Director 01 the Opera, that lie did not leel justltleu tl:

in postponing the inauguration ceremony, and ^
thereiore the newopeia house in Pari* will be K
opened without Mme. Mlsson's assistance. Thera 111

arc nl-aaiured people who appear to think that she
never intended to sing on this ocoasion. Iu the orst a

place she insisted upon unreasonable concessions ['
being made to her, and wneu these preposterous <j
claims were rejected sho threw up her engage- "

menr. M. de Vflleinessant, editor of the Flgurot ^
men auure.sseu ner a very amusing aua coinpli- u
mentary telejrram, wliicii induced her to go back P
upon her decision, and a correspondence was publlsliedon the subject wnicn delighted all Paris. The el
Director or the Opera was so grateful ror what M. 1deVillemeaaant had done that he offered to do anythineIn tils power to give expression to his thanks, u
51. de Vlllemessant requested tnat be should give l-'
a free adnuttanso to all the subscribers to the
Figaro, who number 40,000 persons, and that he pi
should light up the opera for lour hours, espe- fu
dally to accommodate them. M. Halanzler winced tt
at this extraordinary demand, but agreed to it
comply with it, and M. de Villemessant obtained
an amazing number of new subscribers to his*
paper on the understanding that thoy should all go in
Into tho Opera House without paying. This excited 81

the rasre and Jealousy of other French editors to ^
lever heat: and alter a lurlous paper war, in iz
which the enitor of tne Ganlotx suggested that M. JJjde Villeuiessant should take up his residence
hencelorth in an "oyster park.'' (he grant of a ' >
free admission to tlie subscribers of the Figaro vt

was withdrawn, much to the annoyance of Mine. n[
Nilsson, wno considered ber Importance thereby nc

diminished, and the disappointment may have ^
something to do with her reiusal to sing at the ,U1
lufmoment. iu

TIIE REHEARSALS. C0

The rehearsals, hitherto, have not been so succesi'nlas could be wished, having been thrown
altogether out or order by the absence of Mme.
Nl!s.-oo. There has been, however, a great struggle C(

lor admittance, especially among journalists, who
are said to have rendered an Important service \n
in clearing the orchestra stalls from toe thick coattugof dust wnich lias hitherto covered them. The se

rehear»alstook place witnoutcostnmesasfarasthe D(

singers were concerned, but the dancers were aI

dressed for the stage. Mile. Krausi wore a blown pj
dress trimmed with far, and Mme. Belval waa £t
simply dressed in black, wincu became her vastly, lo
MM. VDlaret aud Bosquln came quietly In to re- M
hearsal alter dinner with their hands in their j p{
pockets. The theatre was very badly lighted, nev- m
ertueless the rehearsal or the flrst two acta of ?,1
"La Jaive" produced a very grand effect, and the f.'
success of Mile. Krauss in the part of Rachel may fit
De sateiy precucieu. sue sings irencn witnout the "

smallest foreign accent ana with a graceiul ac-

curacy of expression which many native bora
actresses might envy. Tee decorations or the
first act of the "Jewess" are extremelv preity»
and the statue of St. Michael overthrowing the
demon merits especial attention. The decorations
of "La Source" are extremely gay and pretty. ct

THE PLAT BILL.
Bere 13 a copy or the play Dillfa

New Opera.
Ouverture de "La touette." (Auber.)

First and second acts or "La Julve." (HuWvy.) 's
EltSazar M. Villaret

Bro«ul U. Bjlval v«Leopold M. Bosquin
Racael Muie. Krauss

Eudoxie Mine. Belval Ca
ouverture de Uuiliaume Tell." (ltosslni.)

"Beneolccion des Polgnaras" des "Huguenots."
(Meyeroeer.) at

Salnt-Bris M. Gatllard
Second uct of Hr"La Source." : .

Ballet paniora. in two acts and four tableaux.
Suitter. Saint Leon, Mlnttous, is

L6o oellDes '

Mile. Sangalii aud M. Mdrante.!
THE OOVKRSME.VT SCB.SIOT.,

"

Tlie new Pans Opera aouse will receive a sub- f.
Idy ol $130,000 yearly n-otn the French govern* j
ment. ! .

HARD TO OET IX. no

The difficulty of obtaining admission for the W£

opening night is incredible. In the first place the 1

government or Marshal MacMahon has "requisl- trt
tioned the opera house," ana therefore all tno oo- we

ligations oi the diifei-eut, departments of the ad. (

ministration must first oa satisfied. The new King ful
of Spain und the ex-Queen Isabella are to have Pri
boxes: seven boxes on the grand tier are reserved 1
for the diplomatic corps; the Lord Mayor of le*
London and the burgomaster of Amsterdam, at- laLi
tended by a numerous suite, are to oe handsomely '

provided lor; tne Versaille i Parliament wiil araw
lots for 260 seats; tnon come t:ie great officers of el°

State, the Governor or Paris, the Ministers, the s
Prelect of the seme, the generals in command aer

and the various representative bodies, with other Fel
high and Illustrious personages woo are not to be *

drnied. No admission Is granted as oi right to SUI

the foreign press, tnough the French press wi:l ba
slenderly represented. A correspondent oi an '
Important American paper told me yesterday that *n<

he haa applied for card or admission and re* nel

ceived no answer from the proper authorities J
whose business it was to reply to him; out some tlu

time after bis opplic Men had been received an 4 n

official person waited upon him and offered to 1

SELL A UCKKT FOR TWO UrNDBID AND PIFTT mo
DOLLARS. Wh

Re replied that be could entertain no such pro* c
naiitlnn but it orobablv entariatnad him. Tna on

official person tn«u bf&nu to b9gglo and oflfertd fra
to tone C20j. "l A'o bund:#l douara to go iiito a a
m«atr«:" lad tne our respondent iu reasonable iao
amasoment. "On, y#«," replied t&e official per* cor
ou, ' mat li Doming >or a ricb Amomau paper," s

"i'ornapa not," answered toe correspondent an
drily, "0>H Ame iean paper» are not accut:omro tlu
to tftroiv away rheir money." Ou receiving rata j

iheiedlbie Ai'Uraboe tfte ottcui pemon too* an it j
departure wuon surprised itiy disconcerted, yf bf
ow<f«e me aaie of seats li oaiog j

pjiuu^oaftrtLV jobbpd, ita
and cue only uucei mmy tu fnc winds of the Joe. u li
Dera lua inttiei'jo boeii aa ro low widely tfiey can o.

open tbsir uiomiis. one oi :t»e ior«ign Ataoaasa* 1
(lore iniortned uio r:i»r n« naa received a hUuit rui
qq««* irom uie piesiaem uf a irrtat mamem kqci* po
e:y rfl.iaeatiptt t)im to oo am a seat on tot opening lo
BlaM anon any terms. Tbe Ambassador's applies*
mm iimidm a aaaatu wuju«eu aaa IMI ft M«tf t*

>£ SHEET.
a* sent stating that It coutd not be eranted.
lai would have been a very proper replr »np-
>»lng tnat t:ie aeats haa all been equitably dii-
ibuted by the government to persons who bad a

flit to clatnilentrance and maoe untransferable;
t I have proved to demonstration that a Beanloustraffic 18 permitted in them, and I have
ard of places being sold at the exorbitant price
(oOO by rogue* who had no right to sell them at

. A national ceremony ougnt not to be deadedIn this way.

AMUSEMENTS.

THE PIULHABMOXIC CONCERT,
rhe Philharmonic concert of la»t eventnir. given
usual at the Academy of Music, offered a pro-
arume of more than ordinary interest. It
ened with Haydn's charming and melodious
iuphony in C minor auu closed with Kan's svui- v

ony in 1» minor, recently g.vaa at Theodore 11

iomas' matinee. Bach's "Claconna," arranged
r orchestra by Hall and dedicated by him to the 1

inharmonic Society of New York, together With 1

e introduction to "Tristan anu Isolde,'' by Wag- "

r, compieteu me orcuesirai uumoers or tue proamine.The vocal department of tne evening's
tertainmeut was intrusted to Mrs. Henry But- a

an, o( Brooklyn, a singer or a certain proficiency. I
ijdn's symphony, to return to the comraeuceentof the concert, familiar as it is to all inu- 1

nans, can never become hackneyed. The quaint, t
isp melodies with which it abounds, though oit 1

curring, as is uot infrequently the case with the
arks of the old masters, are saved from the 1
?arlsomeness of constant repetition by the orig- c

til orevity of the theme and the changes in c

:atment, from minor to major keys and back r

am to minor, abruptly and without modulation. '

charming bit for the violoncellos occurs in the T

nuetto, tne third movement of the symphony,
ucli was played with requisite precision, 1

hongh as a general thing the delicacy of finish 11

d refinement of execution demanded in Haydn's 1
well as lu Mozart's works are less proml- y

nt lu the Philharmonic orchestra thau its 1
ouoth and strength of treatment in dealing with 1
composers. Mr. Thomas has already fam- c

arized the public to a certain exteut witn r
ich's Claconna by giving it at lus recent Aannle. but its hold on popular lavor is such
at it was piaved by particular request at tne
mcert oi last evening. Written orimnaliy tor
io violin it ha^ been arranged inr orchestra by
all. wno, as honorary member of t. e I'hiiharionicSociety, ha* dedicated to it tnis admirable «
oi k. The opening and closing harmony oi tae l
tacjnua in minor chords are lull of rate
ud wild beauty, but the perpetual repe- "

tiou or some of tne intervening portions
ecoraes at times wearisome. The Intro-
action to Wagner's "Tristan and .Isolde,"
inch followed Bach's Ciaconna, seems on a secndhearing dull and monotonous, au objection
Inch canuot certainly be made to tne conclud-
lg orchestral piece of the eveuing. Hall's Symtmny.The favorable impression produced by
iu vnr!; wiinn ft r>: r nhivfil hv Thuni iii' <.i>i>linaieli
i one ol his late concerts bus been steadily id-
leusiuir. mqiI now it bids lair to surpass tae
eonora Symphony, by ttie same composer, in Its
inquest or public sympathy. The melodies are
owuere so prououncednorsotaklnffus the inarcn
i tne lasi named work, but the suotle and pathetic
race 01 the melodiou-t theme in tlie lirst move-
leut, tne piquant variety or the succeeding voice
ad tlie souorous beauty oi the "Mineral March"
ititle it, iu our estimation, to a more enduring
iterest tuan tne popular Leonora Symphony,
lie llual movement, an uuegro whlcii terminates
ic symphony in 1> minor, tnoueh bold and spired,is less reliued in conception and less Interringin detail tuan the three preceding moveeuis.The soloists with whom we nave been
voted tnis season by the Piulharmonic .Society
ive not. appealed strongly to populur admiration,
id the enthusiasm excited by tue vocalist oi last
veiling, Mrs. Henry liutman, was oj the same
luivocal and mild na;uro which has characteredpreceding occasions. Mrs. Uutman sang 111
le flrst part or the programme the letter aria or
t>ona Anna, 111 "Don Giovanni." In ihe
cond purt she sang "Hel liugglo," from
iemiramide," and witu very fair success. Her
tlce is oi sood compass, clear aud well poised,
id her execution oi the elaborate and superi<>usornaments of the well known cavutiua was
it wanting iu ooldness and skill. Her power ol
>claniation, nowtver, seemed insufficient In the
riner pb'ce. as well as her artistic tiHiniog. The
idience which graced last evening's eutertalneutwas more numerous than at tba preceding
ncerts and their satisiaction more apparent.

english opeba. |
To-morrow night the Kellogg English Opera
>mpany begin a season of three weeks at tne
cademy of Music. This is the second time that
0 representative prima aonna or America, Miss
ara Lou se Kellogg, has essayed a metropolitan
ason or English opera. The Qrst season was a'
uable success, both financially and artistically,
id toe second promises still better. The cominyhan met with remarkable lavor irom the
iblic through the provinces since October last.
le principal artists are Miss Clara Louise Keiirg,Mrs. Jennie Van Zandt. Mrs. Zelda-fjeguln,
ts< Annie Beaumont, aud Messrs. Castle, Mass,
irleton, Hamilton. Peakes and Seguin. The
ogramme lor the coming week is arranged in
o lollowing mannerMonday, "ii irovaiore;"
lesday, "Marltana:" Weanesday, "Faust;"
mrsaay (Brooklyn Academy). "Ernani;" Fridav,
Uignon:" Saturday matinee, "Bnnemian uirl."
ilie's "Talisman" will be produced during tne
ason In the style or "Lohengrin."

COULISSE CHAT.

Carl Formes is singing in St. Louis.
Cariotta Pattl is concerttziug in Russia.
The lost art of bissing has been revived in Cln-
nnatl. i ,

Miss sterling, the American contralto, la a great
vorlte in England. ]
Poor Beniratellil A Chicago scribe calls bun
tweet Out Insipid," 1

There are tbiee theatres in Berlin specially de- <
ited to comic opera. i

Offenbach reigns supreme at Dal Verms and 1

istelil taeatres, Milan. (

rne Liederkranz Society give a requiem by <

ahms at tneir nail to-nigbt. I 1

By a recent police order all tbe theatres la Ber- ^

i must close at eleven l\ M. j «

Barafrtl. formerly a teoor In Maretzek's company, ]
staging at La Fenlce, Venice. ! s

rblrty-flve new operas were produced at tbe 1

tllan theatres daring tbe pa9t year.
Don Giovanni" bas recently been song at Chris- t
ina, Norway, ana was coldly received. 1

French opera boujje makes itself perfectly at (
ine at tbe Park Tneatre in Its own free and easy
if.
rue Jackley troupe of gymnasts will be tbe at*
iction at tue Metropolitan Theatre daring tbe J

ek. *

lomes' opera, "II Guarany," la t^e most successoitbe new works on tbe Italian stage at
;seut. I i

)an Bryant presents nlgbtly a whimsical burquecalled "Eallko, King of tbe Kanloal
ands."
L New Orleans critic atanda up In defence of
is Lucille Western agalnat mere fashion and
cation. I
1184 Uellbroo, tbe pianist, announces a second
les of recitals at Stelnway Hall, beginning on

Druary 11. ]
lapieaon refuse* to leave Drury Lane Id the c

nmer tor any other London bouse wlta his b

>ra company. *

he Windsor Dramatic Club will give a dramatic 1

j social entertainment at Lyric Hall on Wed- C

iday erentntr. 1

line. WizjaR's ilinesa postponed tbe opening of J
Apollo Theatre. Home. Thei e la something in »

ame After all. J
lie Burlington (Iowai Hauiktyt does not Ilk*
steal critics who "pitch into" artists nor those ^
0 praise theui. 6

loihlide; or. the Bruised Heart is tne title of a J
letr drama presented nightly t>y the San c
noiico Minstrels. '
ir. Wheeloclt's Benediolc, according to a Cieve- j
d authority, "can be beard from tae uttermost
ner oi the house.'*
Ignot Brianou, the favorite tenor, commenced
engagement oi ten nicht* on the ictn tust., at
TarAtre de I'XiUamova. Brussels. jlie crusn at Walla it's continues unabated. It

is dimcult as ever to get the b%st Beau axoept
engaging them several day* ahead.
i nrivate de*paion, reoeived irum Cinomnatl,
testbat the injuries received by Feeuter irom
all ou the ice may necessitate the umputation
bis leg. I
.i*a: ha* mad* a cantata for baritone solo, oho<
i and orooestra out ot one or J.onjrienows
?ms, and it ha* been performed in Europe. Poor
QRietlow: j Jrood's Museum hat lowered oonaiaer»*ly tue \
Ia*» At tm liises»ls> at Ike MM 1 1

_

3
:ime». Next week Hernandez Foster will appear
is Jack Harkaway at tuat nouse.
The Attraction at ttie Olympic oa Monday oiirlit

will be a burlesque ou Mr. Boaclcaull'd succe-siul
jiay. It will be called "The Shock-raun," and no
loubt will prove excesslvi-ly muny.
Theatre Dirties are becoming a feature at Dal?'«
heatre. A party irom the Windsor Hotel occu)ledTour proscenium boxed. Swelldom wants 'u
lee how It look* reelected. We hope it likes Qo
lortrait.
Mrs. Rousby continues to attract larsre and seectsndiencea to the Lyceum. Her iiupersonaionof the Princess Elizabeth, so full of grace an',

liicmtr, has ruaue a deep impression ou cultivated
Ueatre-tfoers.
la consequence of the crea: success which Mai
ttended the (ieorgia Minstrels they will remain
t Hooley's Opera House. Brook!jrn, for several
reeks longer. Ttieir lorce consists of lour end
uen and twenty-one arlist-<.
Thtt lilobe Theaue reopens ou Monday niiflit,

inder the management of Charley Shay. The
louse lias been renovated aud a uew steam apparatusadded for neatiug, which renders tbe house
iltractlve aud comfortable. It has a strong: lull.
The present is the last week of "Little Kin'Iy"

it Booth's Theatre. It has enjoyed an unexpected
trosperity, and u only withdrawn to afford an

ipportunity for necessary rehearsals of "Henry V.r
:he theatre will i>e closed next week, aud the
tageant will positively be Droduced on the 8th 01
ebruary. v
"Women of the Day" has made quite a hit. The

adles especially are quite enthusiastic over the
:ostumes. The matinee yesterday was the best
if the season. It wonld seem as if the ladles l;ad
esolved to come to Daly's aid and save him lot
heir own dear sakes. should he no down who
rill snow them how to dress t
On next Friday evening nr. Frederick B. Warde,
he leading man at Bootn's Theatre, iiasabenetir,
,nd offers as an additional attraction to "Little
Cra'ly" the comedy of "The Serious Kamily,'' it

vliicli he will appear as Charles Torrena, Mr.
5owe as Captain Murphy Mnirnlre aud Mr. C. &
tlshop as Aintnidab Sleek. .Mr. W&rdo iius be.
ome a great lavorite in the metropolis, and It 11
lot too much to expect that his first appeal m
tmerica will result in nn overwhelming house.
A Providence critic savs of Mr. Lester Wallace
Rosedale," with its author.Lester Wallack.in
he chler rCle, delighted a large audience last
svenlng at the Opera House. TUe favorite Wai
aclc not only gave his impersonation of Elliot
jrey, but broug'at from his own theatre Miss Kate
Bartlett, who played the part of Kosa Leigh in a

mauiier seldom equalled. Mr. Wallace is not
nought of la the play; all that is seen u the great
character of Elliot Grey in the hevo's bold career
lor the rljrlit. Mr. Wallace has achieved a reputationin "Rosedale" equal to Joseph Jefferson la
"Kip Van Winicle."

A HINT FOR MASONS.

A PASTOR DELIBERATELY DEFIES HIS CONGREGATIONIN REGARD TO MASONRY.HE DOES
NOT BELIEVE IN SECRET SOCIETIES.
The members of the several Evangelical deuomi.

nations in Brooklyn have been sorely exercised
luring the past week over the sudden action of
che Lutheran church of 8c. Paul In deposing their
aastor. the Rev. Frederick Koerner, on Monday
light last, after a very excited meeting of t.ne
ongregation. A warm but increasing controversylia.il been r/nin<r on betwnen the nastnr and

lis people since last spring; but thesudden action
>f the meeting has surprised every one, and tne
luestions involved and proceedings, legal uud
itherwlse, likely to arise therefrom, though not
ivershadowing the scandal, occupy a full share »f
mblic attention.
A brief rtsivaC will place the matter in its true

lent and lead to a thorough understanding of the
consequent movements promised.
The Lutheran Synod of Missouri, lrom winch

dr. Koerner came three years ago, adopted as lis

platform an absolute hostility to all secret societies.In reference to secret societies it instructed
the preacher who entered new fields and organizednew churches, to vigorously protest against
mem and decline to admit to membership in ttie
church members of any order.
In.May last, at a meeting of the officers ol tbe

church, It wus decided to give tne children of the
Sunday school a picnic, at which music should bo
a prominent feature, Jlr. Koerner protested first
against music, out it was carried utmost unanimouslyto nave a bund. ilie subject of allowing
dancing as usual' was next advanced, on whicu
the vote was a tie. 'file pastor men denounced
dancing as a sin aud a soiil destroying evil. Tiia
German love or Terpsidioreari exercis? wait
aroused at this, and almost all aeiired tu change
that vote, so that In a lew minutes it was
unanimously decided that dancing should be allowed.The breaco thus created between tne
suepnerd and Ins dock has kept on increasing.
The shepherd's next step was to insist that, insteadof open coniession ot slips or bacKslidlugs
made in open meeting, coupleu witn requests ior
nruiAr a nrivat#> rnn(I<11ricr nf rfoiiiiln iifinlinn<ry

and backslidings snould be made privately to bim.
Tills institution oi auricular comession la a dissentingcburcn literally set the people t>v tne ears,
and it only needed a little tinder to inaugurates
conflagration.
The eruption came two weeks ago In a refusal

to administer Me commuuion to a Mr. Clans
vvredlD, inasmuch as be was a Mason. Mr. Wrediu
insisted tnat Masonry did not interiere witu Ms
Integrity as a member or the cburcn, out Ins
pastor insisted tliar as a Mason be prayed witi a
Jew, was in his Order tbe equal ol a Mohammedan,
und taerelore could not address bis supinations
co a Triune Sod. Tbe dispute growing warm, a compromisewas effected by me admission or Mr.
Wredin to communion on tbe mound of tils ignorancetnat tbere was any wrong in Masonry.
Tbe congregation cailed a meeting ol the offl:ers01 the cnurch. At the meeting it was de-

:ided that a minister muse administer the sacraaentto any member of tbe cburcn, without
reference to biR society connections. Mr. Koerner
lec lned to abide by tbls decision, and a meeting
>1 tb- congregation was thereiore called to adjust
;be dimcuiry.
This meeting took place on Mondar nlgbt last,

Then the action 01 the church officers was iuiiv
tustained by the society. Mr. Koerner became
rery much excited, tie repreneuued tbe action
it ins parishioners, aud peremptorily declined tu
tubmit to tneir dictation; whereupon a resoluionor discharge was auopted, aud three mouths'
laiary was voted to him, as a compliance witn a
lection of the "Church Discipline," tbat no miuis.
or &haii be removed, set aside or deposed without
t notlco or three montns.
It is understood that Mr. Koerner will be legallyidvised as to this action.

COLONEL POTTER'S PERIL.

k NEW YORK CUSTOM HOUSE OFFICER ON TBUl
FOR ARSON.SENSATION IN THE UNION (N. 3.)
COURTS.
According to the official* or the Cnlon county

(N. J.) courts tbe most important case ever en(agingthe attention of tbe latter is tne trial now
in since lu^ Thursday.that of Colonel Henry 1*
'otter, on a charge of arson, burning bis own

welling, at Linden. In order, as alleged, to secure

lie insurance, nearly double its value. Tne trial
attracts widespread local attention, because 01
ne position in society ana public ille
eld by tbe accused, crowds being in at*
endance at Court each day of tbe trial, The
olonei, who It is claimed won hla shoulder eagle*
y gallant service In tue federal army during the
rar, occupies a position In the New York custom
louse, Is a leading member of the Episcopal
burch ana some time since was chairman 01 tbe
:anway Republican Kxecutive Committee. He I*
bout tlfty yean ol age, a man or lumtly and 01
ood adaress and gentlemanly bearing. The
ilegeu offence lor wr.ich he is now on trial Is that
n May ilT he set lire to his iiwellin/ house at
.indeu. It appears irom the statement ul tue
ase by the prosecution, that while the aou*e
vas burniug tbe barn near by caught am
ilso, but was not destroyed. Mr. Jouu it. Mulord,01 Linden, turned up at the are and (lisrovereaa train 01 wlui be supposed to be pow.
ler between tue dwelling and the barn, and a Dag
it tbe barn, ibis he detached, colonel Potter
same aion* just then, suatoneu toe oag from uui*
ord ana, as Muliora says, threw it luto the ourn*
ing aweiiinn, ibe house is laid to have i>eeu
worth not more than irom $*,uoo to u.uoo,
lltuougn on it was an insurance or $13,.loo, The
barn and content* Potter swore were worm
IMM. Other estimates piacs the ilguree at
81.100. From tue first people su»pecred some*
thing wruug, and finsuy the matter w.is ormguc
Deiore rbe Urano Jury, indictments were
lounti, but. ueoauie or a flaw in then,
ere never moved. At the tttptembet

term m 1173 others were louud, and on these toe
locased is now tried, frequently, tae pioseo
lion ciauu, tae trial was moved, out at the motto*
or tue deience w*« always postponed. rue evw
>:enoe <or the proseounou is not au m vet, but **
lar it na* corroborated tne foregoing, Before
hotter ieit ftaaway to live at Unuen two or mi
houses are said to have burned down witn ueavjinsurances on them, 'me Colonel originally oaiae
irom MasiaoBUsetta. TUe Cmon ovuuTy law
jdioers have written an there maturing if tartnaiigly charges oi target* and ineiadiarisui againal

iftf j>l!aa>t4ai ******lu*


