
THE DOT SHEET DISASTER."
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A MEMORIAL MASS.

Death Traps Found in Theatres
and Churches.

WHAT IS NEEDED.

Th» Investigation Into tbe causes or tbe railing
f tbe wail of tbe Shaw building upon tbe roor or

Bt. Andrews cburcli.by whicb Mary 0. Connor*
was instantly killed and bj wblcb tbe congregationor tbe cburch were so infuriated or erased
witb rear tbat in tbetr flight to the street tbej
trampled tour other persona to death.was begun
fenterday morning In tbe Coroners' Office. Tue
rooms were crowded. District Attorney Phelps
was presenr, his appearance being a response to
tbe loilowing letter sent him on Saturday:.

Cobonks's Ornci, Nmr York. Feb 28, 187A.
Dkar Sir- You will have perceived by the public

print* that thu examination of witnesses In the routtar
ot the Duane street calamltv will cotnmencc to morrow
(Monday, March 1), atien o'clock a. M at this oltlre. As
this Is an unusual raw. I invite the District Attorney to
be present, either In person or by a representative.
Everything.lias been dono so lar by me to insure a t >lr
and rigid investigation. A jury has been secured, composedof well-known jltlzcns, every one ot whom Is
|DOV« sunpiuiiJUt nun » UOBIIO mai UWWIIUH BHUII uc icm

nndone to secure an tuipartlnl and just lnvrstitfHtloii. 1
am. dear sir, with high consideration, your obrdient
tervant. ANTHONY MOKHOPP, Coroucr.
To B. K. Piiklps, Esq., District Attorney.
In opening the case Coroner Elckhoff said:.

"We will now proceed to lnqaire what was the
first cause of tbe deaths or Mary G. Connors,
Michael McCarthy and three other nnfortnnate
persona who lost their lives on the evening or the
2ftti day or last month in St. Andrew's churoh,
whither they went in devout moods, thoughtless
or dying belore the altar. Somebody must De responsiblefor causing their deaths. Tne wind Is
not the only culprit. Tbe storm which occurred
on the evening mentioned was nor. unusually
severe, yet it overthrew the wall of a building.
What is needed rrom this Investigation la the discoveryor whoever Is to blame ror allowing an

inflrtn wall to stand until a blast carries It down."
1(KV. THOMAS CARROLL

waa tbe first witness called. Uls testimony was
as follows:.I live at St. Stephen's church and am
a clergyman: on the evening of February 25, 187ft,
1 was in St. Andrew's church; I had been called
there to preach; I was preaching lor about twenty
minutes, when I beard the wind blowing against
(he window; I stopped and leflected, as the wind
was very strong, and then continued
my discourse; soon aiterward I saw

and beard tbe plastering coming down
from the celling of the church on
the east side; immediately afterward there
was a great panto and confusion, and I, at that
time, was unable to lorm an idea or the danger; I
thought the wind had lifted toe roof off or had
blown in tbe side wall; tbe dust prevented me
from appreciating tbe exact state ol the chnrch at
the time; 1 escaped Irom tbe cburch with the
others, but returned afterward; I went through
VUU eaV/HBbj uuui, auu lucu IUIUIIKU IUC uaoc*

Dent; I went to tbe Park Hospital, and anointed
tb« people who were lying wounded tbere; that
evening was tbe first time I was in tbe church,
sod I was not aware of any danger.

PATRICK F. MUI.DOON
testified as followsI am a roundsman of police,
attached to tbe Twenty sixth precinct; on tbe
evening of February 25 I was attending services
In St. Andrew's oburcb; Fatber Carroll was

preaching; about twenty mlnntes past eight
o'clock I beard a rumbling noise which 1 though;
was caused by a number of empty ice carts going
through the street; 1 was sitting la the body of the
Dfeurch; 1 beard a crash and saw mortar, bricks
ind dirt falling and a number of people were
thrown down; I jumped up on my seat and
begged the people to remain quiet, as the
danger was all over; 1 think the first noise was
made by tbe tumbling of the loose bricks upon tbe
late* of the root of the chnrch; I think that a few
seconds elapsed between when 1 beard the strange
rumbling and the time I heard the crash and saw
the plaster and bricks falling into tbe church;
After the crash a great number of people were

tamping over the side oi the gallery Into the bodj
Df the church; 1 caught In my arms one woman
who had been hanmng to the side oi the gallery;
then some more bricks came down, and I retreated
two pews; Father Curran asked me to go to the
front door and get the other half of the
iloorway open; one half was already
open; the people were lying against toe
door, and it was lound that tnelr pressurealooe kept It closed, as tt was not
bolted; wnen tliey were removed the door was
easily opened; 1 cannot say now tbe door of toe
churcn opened; passing the stairs leaaing to the
gallery on tne ea*t Hide I noticed a inimner or
women with their faces looking up the stairs,
holding on to trie nana rail or something else, ami
It was wnn difficulty that tlie.v co'.Ud be Temoved;
1 remained at. the middle door by Father Curran's
airection; the firemen soon came; I noticed some
meii pelling women out iroui under tho ruins ami
heard cries for assistance; I saw lour
persons dead In Sweeny's Hotel, bnt
oki not see any dead In the cuurch; i reached tne
front door by going over tne backs ol pews a part
ol the way, and then went into the aisle and
picked up a woman who was moaning; some
people were lying in the vestibule, and l had u>
walk over thorn to vet to the staircase leading to
khe east side gallery; J do not know where the

fieopie were Killed; there are three doors ou
mane street beside the door ou City Hall place,
by winch pcopie can leave tbe church; did not
know the walls were dangerous; had never any
Intimation to that effect,; heard at the time 0! tbe
Ore that they might tall upon tne church.

LOUIS h. KOUHB
was the tblrd witness, and andI live at No. 81 l
Pine street; on the evenlnsr oi February 26 I was
in the vestry ot St. Andrew's church; 1 was acting
M usher; there were auout soo people in tne
church, ail sitting; I was sitting in a cnair; anotherusher was in the vestry with me; I heard
the rattling ol tbe windows and thonght that nail
wuo knocking against tnem; Father Carroll stop-'
ped preaching for a moment; very soon there was c

» crash and some or tbe people arose and came I
toward the vestry; I wen* down stairs c
tnd opened the private door leading irom
City Hall place to the vestry; wnen 1 o

opened the door a money box leli In t
tront of me; people were Jumping out ol the win- ,,
lows; 1 turned back and went up tne vestry stairs
to keep the people in line as they were coming 8

own; l heard screams irom the vestibule, and- I t
ran ilnwn iha niul.lli' nisln to the roilt dOol' ami
Ion till it partly 01 >eii; I went to the east door and
lound it ouly hall opeu; tlie other hail wan bolted "
at the top, and n;e ilremen an t police were trying a
to net tne crowd back to iret tue door open ; 1 noticedseveral person-* on tne ground. among them
the boy Keeney; they were lying in the vestibule
at tue foot or the stairs on the east side of the o
church: there was nothing to prevent tne .

people at the eastern door from leaving It and
going out ol the middle door. I

jam km j. wynne d
testlflpd as follows;.I live at No. 42 Parle street
and am telegraph oi erutor at Pifflce Headquarters;on the evening of February 2b I was attend- li
Ing services in St. Andrew's cnurcti; I was seated f.
no the west side or the centre alsie; I heard a >
rumble lUe tnat ot a toi nado pattsing over the Jcity; I heard a crash and almost immediately
afterward another crash, and looking op I saw
tne rool coming In; the aisles now became (Med
with people, and there was a great panic and oouinsiun;gut up and made iuv wav to the cpntre h
floor, which was hall open; I endeavored to reach .

the bell, out could not on account ei the pushing
ind hurrying ol the crowd; I saw a pros- *
Irate woman at the centre door, and s
a young man trying to ward off the crowd irom
ner; I helped to raise tier up: I noticed tne crowd
At neca.it door and heard the crash oi the break- ®
ins of the casing ol the stairs mere; when tne i
casing gave way I did not see anv people tall; I
think the crow was so (tense that no one could
lull; they were in lire wildest confusion and I
tiuried themselves against, one another; I think i,
the westerly door was closed to prevent the
people in th«' gallery on that siae fratn interfering r

with the other people; when I ilrst got into the c
^ vestibule there it/re two streams of peopie from vthe east and west, sides trying to get out of the

centre door; I cannot say whether at anv time 1

any person ciosud the eaatcrn door to prevent u

NEW Y<
people from passing out that way; my tmpresaion
u that tne do>r was not closed. 1

BABTHOLOMkW BDCKLIY,!
being iworn, testified:.! lire at No. 17 City Hall
place; on the evening el leoruary la I was In the
mi idle aisle of St. Andrew's church; I first i.eard
a rattling oi the windows ofthe churcn; the peopletuen appeared to become iruiuened; then I
heard a crashing, atid. N>okinjf up, I saw a l.oie In
the ceilinir ue.tr the altar. aud amosi immediatelyaiterward another crush, and another hole
was made in the celling; there was tre.it confusiouin the congregation; 1 gut up ua'-l went
int~ the middle ais e. wtieie wns caught ny tne
surging crowd and carried out oi the middle door,
which was about three-quarters opeu: I
was carried out. to tiie stoop; afterwardI went Into the church again and
saw a young man m the gallery caning out lor tne
people to Keep quiet; Officer Muldoon also called
out lor the people t" keep«itiiot m the gallery, and
not to throw themselves u|jon the people below ;
less tuaa two minutes aiterward the flrerueu
came and went up stairs; I went with them Into
the eastern gaWery; Isawnne bod\ .a woman's.
being carried out by the llremen; sue had beeu
found in the gallery under some ruins; I think the
firemen may nave climbed mio tne nailery, as 1

heard toe rattling o! the windows Father Carroll
was preaching; ue stopped hu discourse tor *
moment at the tioie; he had spoken prooaoly Ave
or six words alter he had resumes preaching
when the crash came.

REV. MICHABL CCRRAN

Save the following evidenceI aui the pastor of
t. And lew's church, and on the evening of Feb-

ruary 25 I was in the ciiurcn; Fin her Carroll was
preaching; we were going ou with our devotions
wheu 1 heard a heavy crat-b. which was to me like
ft loud clap of'hander afttr a vivid flash of igh'ning;the windows nad rattled nelore the crash
came; I called out tor the people to run; the
pries'a lei t the altar, and I enoeavored to keep
quiet t>v calling a' the top of tnv voice; tnere was

freat contusion, and people were running about.
he strong running over the «eak;.tnc doors
were all open; I saw no dead in the church; no
one has spoken to me about the danger or the wall
falling since the tire; at the time, and during tho
lire, 1 was warned by some olhcers to Keep away
from the wall, a* It was dunger.jus; alter the Ore
was over I had no lutimatlon ot ti e dangerous
condition of that wall; 1 think that tnere were
about 'AW people in each gallery on the night of
the catastrophe; alter the lire 1 was told bv the
insurance authorities to go on anil fix up the
church which had been damaged or the flame*:
p.n t of the eaves oi the church had been buruea
and some slats had been broken; the carpeis and
nome of the ornaments of the church i>ad been
Injured b.v the hone bursting; some holes had to
be cut tnrougft the tloor 10 allow the wuter to run i

through Into the sand; so iar us I know uo exam-
luation has oecn made of the means of egress irom
the church. '

REV. EDWARD J. FLYNN
testified;.I am assistant pastor of St. Andrew's
church; on the evening ol February-26 I was in
Ht. Andrew's church; l was seated in the choir
gallery listening to the sermon oi father Carroll;
the preaching had been going on lor about twenty
minutes when there was a sound of rushing wind
which rattled the windows; almost immediately
alter ward there seemed to lie a second gale;
Father Carroll stopped speaking for a moment
and then resumed; almost immediately alter-
ward I heard a crash, and looking toward the
east siae I saw a hole In the ceil-
lng: there was a plank of peculiar
shape coming through tne aperture. It
was long and sharpened at the lower eud; in its
descent It seemed to be retarded by some power
out oi sight; golnsnnto the western gallery I saw
Its occupants rushing and pushing to get down
stairs; tne staircase whs crowded with a mass or
humanity, m ide up principally oi women, old and
young, and little girls; all were Irantically tryin?
to reach the loot of the stairs, but they were so
pucked together that tney could not move; a little
girl in the crowd appealed to me io rescue
ner, and I endeavored to pull her out
of the crowd; I wished then to clear
tne staircase, and I called upon several
gentlemen to assist me in clearing it; their efforts
and mine soon overcame the crush on the staircase;tne people In the gallery were quieted and
were allowed togo down wtuirs in twos, threes or
fours; after arranging things In the gallery I went
down stairs, aud in tlio vestibule 1 saw a woman
who was evidently djiug; I administered the
rlt<fs ol the Church to her aud then went into the
street, where there was a (treat crowd collected;
I returned to the churcii and procured some tieces-
sarv articles beiore I went to the Park Hospital,
where I administered the rites of the Church to
the sufferers: I also went to the Hixth precinct
station house, but not to Sweeny's Hotel; I
saw 110 dead in tho church; on the morning
of the Are 1 was in the ba-etnent or the church
saving some things, and 1 heard father Cnrran
say ne had been wurned oy the eugioeer that ibe
wall might be dangerous; Patner Curran warned
me; alter the lire 1 had no intimation whatever
of danger.
The Inquest was adjourned until this morning at

ten o'clock. ' '

THE MEMORIAL MASS.
SERVICES AT ST. PETER'S CHTTBCH.SYMPATHY

MANIFESTED.
There was a beautiful religious service In St.

Peter's churcn yesterday morning at ten o'olock.
It was designed to procure repoBe tor the souls of
the Ave unfortunate beings who were killed almostbefore the aitar In St. Andrew's church on

Thursday night last, and It was termed a "memorialmass." The church was crowded with
people. Sympathy and pity for the fate of the
victims drew them together and inspired
them to pray fervently taat they should not
suner iq iiic ueremicr wuu uavu ieit

excessive anguish Here. Toe service had beside
a mournful interest for many people ol laith differentirotn the creed of the dead who were
mourned for. Toe mass bad a peculiar solemnly
and sorrowiul character. Everything and everybodywas sombre. The altar cloths were blacK,
and the vest meats of the priest* and the cassocks
ol the acolytes were of the same ravcu hue.
The celebrant of the mass was the Rev. Father

Michael Curran. the pastor ol st. Andrew's ctiurch.
The duty of coaunotiuar services (or the benefit of
the souls 01 his deceased parishioners was one ap-
propriate for linn, inn it must nave carried wltu
it anguishing thought and must have wrought
mental pictures of disaster aud death torturing
to the amiable old priest. The deacon in tlio
mass was He v. Father Henry, and the subdcaon
Fattier Corley, ol fet. Peter's church. Alter
the Urst Oospel the Kev. Father O'Farrell ascended
to the altar aud dellved a brief address on the religiouslesson of the calamity by which the live
human beings, for whose souls the mass was eeleorated,had been hurried out 01 the world. He
urged upon his hearers the lact that the disaster
euiorces the lact mat a Christian should
live so as to be always prepared for
ueath. No one can tell when the summons may
come to mm. A church seems to people to be a
place Into which death cannot set loot; yet these
poor people were strtckeu down In the sanctuary
In which they had always iclt themselves to oe
saic. Father O'Farrell referred feelingly to tne
snort which the disaster has upon tne life of the
Kev. Fatner t'nrran, a priest who, after flltv years
of service in the ministry, meets his greatest mis-
ioi tune. Father Ourran nas been the friend, the
parent, tne brother, the essential relative to every
ne oi his parishioners. He has regarded them

ill us the gifts oi Ood to himself, and the aiislor-
nine wnich has fallen and touched so many
A them urlngs to him the most poignant
sufferings. Father O'Farrell's sermon deeply impressedhis hearers, aud when the reverend gen-
.lenian invited the people before him to contribute
oward benefiting the families of tne dead and
wounded, generous responses were made to his
tppeal.

CHURCHES AND THEATRES.

:he lite guards required IN THEM.START-
uno statements by the inspector.death

in the church, THE theatre and SCHOOlr

room.
The recent deplorable accident at St. Andrew's
hurcli, by which so many lives were lost and so

ante a number of devout worshippers maimed, bas
ailed attention to a subject to which the Hbrald
lam often alluded. Time and again the
Ierald nus commented upon the danger attendngreligious services tn our crowded churches
.nd witnessing the amusements given our people
>y the managers who cater to metropolitan theare-goers;yet these warnings have, In a great
neaaure, been in vain, and to-day there are bunIreasof pluces la this city where large numbers
ongregate that are

death traps
r the most dangerous character. This is snown
n the Hat of church inspections that appeared
n yesterday's LIkrald. Ibese examinations were
nade by a corps of careful inspectors sent out
irectiy irom the office, and they show the followogalarming state of tiling*
umber of doors openine outward tl \
iuinber of doors opening inward.. 123
limber of door* sliding hue* 19
lumber ot doors left open during service 1

Total churches Inspected 170
These figures tell a tale that should be heeded
y every worshipper in our city churches. Church
Tchuocture certainly requires a great revolution
men we llnd tnat out oi 17o, l'.'l oi tlie outer doura
wing inwardly, thus supplying a certain blockade
o egress in tlie event or a sudden panic such
s seized the congregation of ,st. Andrew's on
liursday night, and oflering the harvester Death
mple opportunities to use his scythe to effect,
n nearly all our churches iho doors dividing the
obby irom the auditorium swing outward, tons
nnbling the audience to be easily emptied in case

if emergency Info the lobby. Hut wuat is the ad'aniavreof thu precaution li tlie outer doors ure

oundclosed, and tbejr cannot be opened owing to
\ mass of excite J people being lorced against
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hh«m It mfltfupfi hnr Itrrl* rn th» victim «h«r.hnr

be be burned to death in the body of the edifice or

in the lobbies. There ts, in fact, more hope tor
sscape if the doors dividing the lobby from tne
main body ol tho church were closed, lor In that
:ase, retreat being cut off, the audience would
naturally reiort to the windows ad a means of
jscape. Ouce Jammed into a lobby between two
lues ol door* opening In opposite directions, as
:hese Inspections show most or our churches are
instructed, all means of egress are cut off and
retreat to the main body is rendered impossible.

NECESSARY PRECAUTION
would auggest that during rc.igious services all
inter doors should be fastened back so as to
permit iree exit, yet there is no law on our statitebooKs providing lor such guard avainsi accilenior sudden panic. How far sextons and
ushers resort to this precaution io prevent accilentis shown by the list puollshed yesterdav.
From which it appears that out or 1:0 cnurcnea
visited, the iront doois 01

BUT ONE ARE LEFT OPEN
flaring the services. Architects who were visited
yesterday agree that the only common sense way
ol providing means of egrets from a church in case
01 panic is bv having the inner doors opeu outwardlyand by having the outer doors wide onen
during the entire service. If it is lound that
the weather is too cold to leave the outer
doors open, a noubie door should be provided
at the main entrances The outer ones should
swing both ways, so that they would be self-cios-
iuk auu auui vui. uiv uian, n imc fciic si iuuu UI
heavy one should be fastened back. At the eonoluBionof ine services tne^ coulrl be secured, <ind the
coat lor tins extra aoor outside ol the niaiu door
would be a mere trifle compared with the security
li would give to Hie. It i» to be regretted that we
have no laws at all adequate to guard acrattist the
dangers reierred to. Too much 18 lelt entirely 10
the judgment and

CAPRICE OK THE INSPECTOR
of the Building Department, who is not always
;Kted with sufficient Intelligence to detect tne
danger or the firmness to enforce his uemands.
l'Ue section ol trie law reitu'uting all buildings o:
4 public character, including hotels, churches,
theatre.-t, nchool houses, restaurants, railroad
iepots, public halls, 4c., is to bo louud in chapter
iJi, passed April 20, 1871, section 28:.
In all buddings of a public character already erected

)r herealler to be built in said city, such as hotels,
:hurcues, theaires, school bouses. restauraut*. railroad
lepots, nubile hulls and other buildings used or intended
to be used lor purposes ol public amutfmem or Instruction,the hulls, aoOrf, stairways, sea's and aisles .-hall he
io arranged as to lacilitaie egress in cases ol' lire or
tcciJeut, and to afford tne requisite and proper accommodationlor the public protection In such eases;
tml all aisles and passagewuvs in said buildings
ievotea to purposes ol amusement or Instruction
shall bo kept tree trom camp stools,' chairs,
solas and other obstructions during any performjnce,service, exhibition, lecture, concert, ball, or
my public assemblage; and the Superintendent of Buildingsmay in any time ,-erve a written or printed notice
upon the owner, lessee, or munagsr of any of said building".directing any act or Hung to he done in or about the
nrrangcineiit ol the said buildings and the several ao
0 lances therewith connected, such as halls, doors, stairs,
windows, seats, aisles and eg. apes, so as to aftord the
greatest possible security to the public in the uses to
which they may be severally applied.

It will be observed that the wording of the law
is very indefinite, while very generally It makes
no provision as to how these doors and other

constructed. Tnat la >eir. entirely to the Inspector.
Toe law, However, provides a line of $60 for any
violation, such us placing camp stools or

(HAIK8 IN TilEATKK AISI.ES.
This act by no means meets tne requirements

as regards cnurches, school nouses and theatres.
Mr. McGregor, the lute Superintendent 01 Buildings,in tne session of 1871 spent many weeks at
the Legislature endeavoring to secure a stringent
law, but he met with so much opposition in every
step lie took, trom architects and builders, that
this imperiecc act was ull that could be obtained.
The present Legislature should nor adjourn withoutgrappilng with this subject. Stringent laws
should be passed defining how each door and
stairway should be constructed In every public
building, and fixing a heavy penalty upon cnurcti
officers or theatrical managers wno lock In an audienceby closing the means of quick exit in case
01 emergency. It U gratnylng to know tnat man.
agers of places of public amusement are now very
generally complying with such suggestions as the
inspectors make lor the better security of ill*.
With a view of covering tne responsibility of the

non-compliance wltn the law, the writer yesterdaycalled at he Department ot Buildings and appliedto tue Secretary, Mr. Donaldson, lor ltuormation.This geutleinuu, who is always prompt, to
give any miormation tne department may suggest,stated ihut the department exercise,
through its inspectors, careful scrutiny over ail
buildings where people congregate, and, to far ag
it can, under the imperfect law, eniorces i'. The
theatres have in tne past given the department
much trouble; but the inspections are so irequeni
and the watchfulness of the inspectors so marked
tnat he considered they were well proteoted. Mr.
Donaldson introduced the reporter to Dr. SUsbee,
Inspector of Theatres, who sat down and cheer
luliy communicated the results of his examina
tlons.

CONDITION OF THE THEATRE8.
Inspector Sllsbee states that under the above

law the department has laid down certain rules
regarding theatres. In the first place, as regai di
"fire guards," he reports that in every tbeatri
from lour to eight fire extinguishers are to b(
placed on the stage. Then there snail be kept ai
mauy water buckets as the inspector may order
running trom ten to twenty-lour, aocording to the
size oi the stage. In places where there are bane
perlormauces a number of wet blankets are to b<
lei t on each corner or the stage to throw overgirli
whose clocnes may become ignited, in such tnea
tres as Booth's and the Grand Opera House tne]
also provide water sprays over the flies, by which
In case of a Are. they can let on i
heavy shower ol water to extinguish tt
The Grand Opera House has. In addition, i
water spray in the ceillug by whloh the audlenc<
can be instantly covered by a shower ot watei
and tne progress of the Ore checked. In all flrsi
class theatres the department require* as an addi
tiouai "fireguard" sufficient hose of from one am
a nair to two inches diameter on each side oi the
stage 10 cover it, axes 10 cm away luucninery hoc
other necessaries. They nave gas Jets protected
by wire screens to proventflre.

kliress in cask ok fire.
The department tnrough its inspectors regulate

the widtu 01 stairways, aisles, etc.. according tc
tt:e number ol seats in a bench. Tbe aisle should
at all times be irom three to lour leei wide. He
report* that the taw preventing the employment
of camp stools and chairs in the atsies Is generally
complied with. There is one exception, wtaarc
they are used, and although repeatedly reportedthe managers still persist in opemy violatingthe law. The inspector exhibited to the writei
his book showing that in Fe >ruary he reported
violations or this cnaracter several times, and
stated that alter being reported they would for a
day or two discontinue their use, nut although
tirere is a line ol titty dollars for each violation,
they resume their ase.

Wallace's and booth's theatres,
In this particular sometimes violate the law. and
yesterday the Inspector reports he notified the
managers ol Booth's, Wailack's and another theatreto discontinue camp stools and chairs in
be aisles. He reports that witti the exception alreadynoted all exhibit a readiness to comply. As
to Booth's ami Wailack's the violation is only technical,us their aisles are so wine that they have
room enough In amies aud lonbies to put in chairs
and would be entitled to piace benches there insteadif they so desired. The doors ol theatres, he
reports, is a matter letl to the inspectors.

in tub park tileai re
as originally opened the inspectors found that tbe
entire auditorium, seating about 1,300 people,
opened through an eight foot stairway to the
Broadway lobby, they ordered an additional
stairway opening from the second balcony into
the hall or the adjoining building on Broadway,
tne door irom the parquet widened irom live to
ten feet, and the stairway connecting it with the
main exit extended toteii leet. These orders were
complied Willi, and li now requires hut live minutesto empty Hie theatre, where it lormcrly took
eleven minutes. At tins point the writer put the
question, "Is there a single theatre in the city
now without sufllclent means of egress ?" "No, I
think not, with one exception.

tub metropolitan theatre.
They formerly had two lour-ioot stairways

tmptving the first balcony Into one lour-ioot
stairway. Yon can imagine the danger here. We
han It changed so that the two lour-root stairways
emptied Into an eight-loot stHirway.

AT DALY'S NEW THEATRE
we find that we had originally no protection
kgainst Are in the shape ol doors between the
itasre und greenroom, so as to prevent ttie Are
rushing up the spiral stairway lor lour stories,
where are locared tne dressing rooms and ward,
robe. Tne changes were at once made by the introductionol iron doors, and a bridge waa crccted
connecting the upper floors ol the theatre with
in adjoining building.

in tiik 3tadt theatre,
;lie winter before last wc lound several of the uplghtcolumns supporting the balconies rotten
inu reported them. They were ordered to make
;he place secure, but dcolinod. Mr. Adams then
lent men down to do the work, but they then did
t themselves, and we compelled them to put in
ihirtr-seveu of these column supporis bclore we
;onsldered It sale. I'hey were compelled, also, to
nako additional opeulug** Irom every balcony, so
mat each balcony now has an extra menus of dls'baigtugits occupants.
Inspector Sllsbee stated that the

EXAMINATION OK THE CHURCI1K9
ivas a leature that did not come unler nis supervision.Tney were usually covered by the district
nspectors, and are generally built accurdlng to
aw. Ills experience, is that generally the doors
cadlng irom tne main body 01 tne rhurcn open
jutwardl.v, ami he did not know a single church
ivnere tliey open inwardly. Tho outside doors
isua.lv open outwardly or are fastened hack durngservice, .sometimes they have temporary
loors put hi to exclude the air irom the lobbies,
ivhilo mc main doors are lastened back. AccorM
ngly the department und round the doors huna
wrong and had them changed. I'shers are sia;ioncdIn nil churches and theatres, whose dutr it
s the moment service Is over, or the curtain tails,
jr in the event of a panic, 10 open trie doors inr.antly.They are carefully Instructed in their
luties, and ii tney act promptly there is little dan{erof he auilience being blocked in.
Such were the results ol tne investigations of

i representative ol the IIkrali> yesterday. Kroni
hem the reader will see that tlin laws are entirely
ua iequaie lor tho protection ol lite lu theatres,
ilieeioi amusement, and do doubt the same U
.rue 01 many or our schools, colleges and hotels.
IVhat Is needed is more explicit legislation and

#
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provision In the rorm of heavy Ones for any viol;
Hons of the laws.

a congregation locked in in fifth avenu1
To tub Editor op the Herald:.
Last evening I attended service at the Collegia!

Reformed Dutch church, corner of Filth avenu

and Twenty-ninth street. I was a Uttie late. The
were singing., the first hvrnu. The centre dooi
were locted; a notice waa posted to go to to
uide door*, ir an alarm 01 hre nad been glvet
what would have been tne consequence, the dooi
opening luwurdlv. Very iespectiuily,
March 1, 1875. SAFETY.

a correction.
New Yore, Maroh 1, 1876.

To the Editor or the Herald:.
In your report to-day on the church doors yo

class St. Alphonsus' church, in South Firth av<

nue, a* having its doors open inwardly. Pleas
allow us to say that your reporters were mlsianei
as all of the seven street doors in our church ope
outwardly, and 2.000 persons can pass out in foe
minutes. THE REDEMPTORIST FATHERS.

\rr Tir VAn r/ r -n \/
inc* vv iunn. i j. x .

»

The month of Maroh opened yesterday wjtn
snowstorm, followed by hall, and it was very col<
Owing to the lllnea* ol Mr. Strahan, counsel fc

Superintendent Walling, t'w trial o( tliat otncn
was postponed until Fndar.
A slight fire yesterday morning on the thir

floor of No. 33 Jackson street was caused by
Kerosene lamp explosion. Damage $100.
Pallonl Glovanl, cook on tho bark Prince, lyln

at pier No. &4 bast River, had his hand caught b
a hawser and was severely injured .yesterday.
The Tammany Society held its regular month]

meeting last night, when among others .Man
Traphagen, m Jersey City, and Cougressmu
Meade were Initiated.
On February 20 me city Chamberlain bad <

city funas $974,247. He received last wee
$300.8U0, disbursed $505,715, and had a balance o
hand on Saturday of $719,431.
Mrs. Sbepard will, at three P. M. to-day, read

paper on "Knowledge or Good and Evil, the Bas
ot Morality," beiore the Women's Social Educi
tlonal Society, at No. 44 Union square.
James MoDermott, aged nineteen, residing i

No. 320 West Forty-eighth street, was run over an

dangerously injured at the corner of Cnambei
and Centre stieets. The driver, Charles Wagne
was arrested.

Or. William Hlbbard, formerly President of tt
Bowery Fire Insurance Company, was burled ye
terdav irom St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal churc
Bishop James officiating. The remains were n
terred at Yonkers.
The Ancient Britons' (Welsh) Benefit Socle

held Its annual meeting yesterday and electc
the following officers:.Evan Jones, Presiden
David E. Hees, Vice President; William Lewi
Secretary; John J. Thomas and WilliamR. Marti]
Stewards.
The Mew York Neurological society held l

eleventh regular meeting lust evening at the Cc
lege of Physicians and Surgeons. Ow ng to tl
Inclement weather out few membpr* were In a
tendance ana the meeting was adjourned uni
next week.
Marianne, wife of ex-Surrogate Alexander V

Bradford, was burled yesterday Horn the Chare
of the Transfiguration. H. B. Chapman, Professi
Drisier, ur. o. P. Wells, Dr. J. C. Jay. Judg<
H. E. Davles and \V. E. Curtis, and D. R. Jaqui
and S. P. Nash were the pallnearers.
The Cuban cause will receive a benefit th

evening at Tammany Hall. Seven of the leadli
billiard experts in the country have volunteen
their services, and the ladles will be 'bus afford*
another chance 01 witnessing the result ol loi
practice at a game of skill that has become tl
popular indoor amusement or the citizens of cl
United States.
The St. David's (Welsh) Benefit Society held 1

annual meeting yesterday, when the followii
officers were electedPresident, Joha L. Davie
Vice President, Henry Parry; Treasurer, Wlllla
D. Davles; Secretary. Robert H. Roberts; Ste
ards, William R. Martin and W. R. Roberts; I
rectors, W. Jones, D. H. Morris, D. K. Reese, E
ward Lumbcy and Ed. Richifrd.

BROOKLYN.

! There were 354 persons arrested by the poll
last week.
inomas uuni ana raincn aicuinnesa, do

seventeen years of age, quarrelled on Columt
street, near King, on Sunday nlgnt, when t

> former stabbed McGlnness in the side, lnflictlni
3 painiul. though not dangerous wound. The wou
) be assassin made good his escape.
4 There was a meeting or the Bridge Dlrectc
r held yesterday afternoon at the office of that co
c pan>, ex-Senator H. 0. Murphy In the chair, h

I w. c. Kingsley, Irom the committee appointed
consider the proposed bill for the action or t

j Legislature, reported that they had decided
, suimit the document to the Board without altei
i tions. Mr. Carroll expressed the opinion th

there was some douDt as to whether the clti
i would make toe bitdge a public thorough lure
s charge toll, it was rrsolved to make tue term

office of tno future Board of Directors two yeai
i and alter some other minor amendment* t
- Board anjourned.

; LONG ISLAND.

The Ravenswood and Astoria Railroad will
opened about the 21st lnst.

i The Jane Moseiey, of the Long Branch line, w
| yesterday soli to the Qulntaro line.

Bishop Littlejohn will conQrm converts at S
John's, Hunters Point, on Friday evening next.

' Long Island City Is dissatisfled with Its gas so

ply and the city are organizing a new company.
The Qneens county democrats are preparing l

J the charter elections on the second Tuesday
April.
The Taxpayers' Association of Long Island ha

elected Henry Sharkey President and J. H. Livin
ton secretary.
Long Island City taxpayers petition the Commi

Council to oppose the bill for appointment of ill
saving police on wharves.
Thursday §vening the citizens or Jamaica w

vote on the proposition to bond the vlllace
$36,ooo ror a new sciioolhouse, or $5,000 lor li
provements to the old one.

NEW JERSEY.

In the Court of Quarter Sessions at Jersey Clt
yesterday, John Shea was sent to the County Pe
Herniary lor three months for larceny; John Bu
larceny, two months; KUward Uennngton at
William Jones, larceny, three months.
The heaviest portion of the criminal calendar

Hndson county has yet to oe disposed oi. Besic
the trial of Hamilton, the deiaulting City Trea
urer, and Klenen, the deiaulting bank secretar
there remains the rrml «l limit, Glllisran and Co
groves, lor the homicide of William Livingstone.
The land adjoining the eastern entrance to tl

new tunnel ol the Dolaware, Lackawanna at
Western Railroad Company is rapidly sinking, i

fast as the rubble stones irom tne excavations a
deposited tnereon tuey disappear beneath the su
faoe 01 tne swamp. Efforts are being made to f
the entire locality with earth.
Bsfore Recorder Bohnstcdt, In Hoboken yeste

day, a case of the ownership or a valuable hor
came up for consideration. Mr. Nevlus, aprotninri
contractor, and a gentleman from staten lslan
lay claim to tne animal. The latter claimant
irlends stealthily took tne horse irom the stable
Weenawken, but tney were arrested bciore th<
could escape. As the Recorder dWllMtt tl
case there were various conjectures as to who tl
legitimate owner is.
Tlio two horse railroads of Hudson county Dai

Joined bands ior the purpose of deieatmg the riv
railroad schemes in tbe Legislature. The t*

presidents, Messrs. Bonn and Keeney, had a lor
conference yesterday afternoon, alter which M
Bonn proceeded to Trenton. Sir. Rabe's bill ior
new railroad passed the lower house and had
second reading in tne benato, and Mr. Sheeran
bill will be panned In the House this week. Ho'l
these railroad schemes are based on tne prlncip
ol cneap transportation.
Au investigation of the cause of the Increase

smallpox in Jersey City shows that there is

wrangle between the Health Inspector and th
County Hoard of Health on the question of vacc
na:icm. Kach contends thai lusthedutvoi tl
other to see t.iat the vaccination is perlormet
and consequently the duty Is neglected in ever
rase where II is not performed nv pflritl pbjfi
clans. It me new charter <>/ Jersey Cuy lie passe
the office 01 Health Inspector will be given only t
a physician who will attend punctually to h
duties.
William raxton, the last or the Rang arrestr

on suspicion of thieving at the Cunard dock, w;

discharged yesterday morning. No c.ew has t>ei
obtained to the wtisreanouts of the thieve* wl
were chased irom the Cardiff dock on Kruii
night, although a close watch Is kept over tl
wharves, under which inev disappeared, ai
where their boats must certainly i>e lyuiif. T
Cunard and Cardil! companies have agreedoffer a reward ior information that may lead
tne arrest 01 these roni r>r«, who will, n csuglget a taste of Jersey justice.
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HIS RECORD IN THE DEPARTMENT. ?
Tne rumors that Have been ao rtfa during the

, past two weeks relative to the retirement or
3 George M. Van Nort frnm the position of com,rmlssloner of Public Works crystallized yesterday
al In his resignation from office and the appointment m

or General Fltz John Porter as his successor. Trie
d resignation ol Mr. Van Nort had in a measure been pi
a anticipated during the day oy the politicians, bnt )'

most of tbem seemed to be considerably at sea as <

i? to who the new Commissioner would be. Many i>,
>7 believed that either George W. De Forrest, Arthur 1,1

Leary or some other prominent Tammunvlte was »t
* destined to be the coming man. But few, compara- ,^ tlvely, put any raith in the rumor that the place or m

honor was reserved for General Porter. Although it
jf was quite late in the day when the Mayor received
ic Mr. Van Nort's letter or resignation and appointed ft
a his successor, tnere was quite a number or tho |jAide men and other politicians In tne City Hall,
a

, who remained down town longer >han usual, with
the hope of learning exactly what was to be done
by the Mayor. There was considerable exciteitment manliested all round when the news dually "

id leaked out, and, Judging from tho expressions J;'
rs made use or as well by the louhgers who Hold »|
r. public office as by those who hope to very soon, ii

the appointment of General Porter was not a wei- 1
16 come one. On receiving his appointment General T

Porter was at once sworn In by the Mayor. When T
asked when he would take charge of the
Department or rnbllc Works he said that he

ty would go to work immediately to-day. Although }
:d It is pretty certain that many changes will be li
t; made In the department as soon as the new Com- 11
18> mlssloner sets his hand in, he hal not us yet, he
n' sale, determined upon appointing his cnlet deputy; f
ta and It is the general belief that the present deputy,

Mr. E. P. Barker can hold orer if be feela inclined.
]e However, it is quite probable that he, too, will re- "

t- sign. Mr. Van Nort and Mr. Barker, it may be
;l1 said, have been associated together in the Depart- T

ment of Parks And Works for upwards of eighteen
years.
Mr. Van Nort was appointed December 29, 1871,

^ to the position he has Jast vacated. He was d
;s Secretary of the Park Department in 1858, and >j

was made Comptroller of it in 1870, being sue- 11
Is ceeded as Secretary by Mr. Barker. Previous to Jj
ig bis connection with the Park Department he Held "

office in 1868, under Lorenzo Burroughs, State st" Comptroller, and was Deputy Clerk in the Lejrislature.The following Is the correspondence be- 11
>g tween the Mayor and Mr. Van Nort:. >'

12 MR. VAN NORT'S LETTEIl OK KESIONATIOJf,
Ni» Yobk. Miirah 1,1375.

Hon. William H. Wickbam, Mayor ol the city of .New E
ts York:.

Sir.Herewith I submit a condensed statement of the K
trans actions of the Department of Public Works for the

a. period of throe years. during winch time I have di§- R
' charged the duties of Commissioner.
m The condition of affair* auit ol the public mind at the It
iv- time I came into the otHce arc loo well known to need

at my hands a recapitulation.
,i At that period of transition I was appointed as the

successor of Mr. Tweed, as Mr. Oreen was appointed the
ruecessor ol Mr. Connolly and Mr. Stebblns was ap- si
pointed the successor ot Mr. Sweeny. Like bothot clvene
laiti'r appointees ol Mayor Hall 1 was absolutely tree v
froni any obligations to or affiliations with the retiring g
heads ot three of the most important departments of the
city government a

p(, My oitlcliil record will show how far I bare carried tlVD out in my department the policy of "retrenchment and a
reform" which was demanded bv the taxpayers of tills
city, as represented liy the ''Committee or seventy," e
and accepted by Mayor Hall In his last important so- li

,ia polntmeuia. a
To reduce the current expenditures of the department che and at the same time not only maintain but promote its

f a efficiency required much care and labor. T
Id- 't he suilsiaetory results herewith shown have been ac- o

complished amid all the discord and lack ol harmonv 3
tnat has characterized the citv government durmg ttii's li

>rs periol. o
m f-tnee my control of the department I have annu-lly u

made known to the Mayor and Common Council the p
Jr. wants and requirements of the department: but iu most g

cases have tailed to receive thai co-operation whicn the
10 public interest seemed to require, icaviug to me alone n
be ine responiioiutv or procuring uie necessary legis.ation e
t0 for the beneficial working of UlU branch ot tiie city p

government. . tB" All the legislation that has been procurea for the de- jiat partment has been without expense to the city. ti
es As you are aware, I have, during the brief term which b
or has elapsed since you became enter magistrate of the s<
of city, communicated with you on several subject* of T
-H vital Imporiance t» the city requiring legislation.
h' I nave explained to you the object or public lmoroveuoments in progress and those in contemplation, and nave i

discussed wlih you the subjcci ot repavements, on.i submittedto vou two several drafts of arts necessary to
provide tor putting the pavement* in a proper condition
on a reasonable and equitable basis of expense to the
taxpayers. f

I have also made known to you the wants of the city
be including the two newly annexed wards, in reference F

10 furnishing an ample stipolv of Croton water at every
point In the whole cit.v, and submitted to you a draft ot F
an act necessary to complete and carry out the same,
wiihout whlcn the sy,tem ot mams already laid and be-
Ing laid cannot be brought into use, thus defeating the
project now within the grasp of the city ot furnishing a'u Croton water In bulldimr* ot great altitude and insuring
an unlimited supply throughout the lower Dar: of the
city in oiisu ot tire.

lP" Although sufficient time may not have elapsed since r
you assumed the dnties of your office for you to act on
these matters, I am flrinly convinced of the tact that the f

OT partv now doniinmu in the city an -talc. hemg at vainnance with my views, Is unwilling to invest tills depart- f
ment, with me at Its head, with the power necessary to
carry torward such works to completion. Mieh being

ve the case, it would be a grave injustice to (he taxpayers
lor trie to continue in a position where their Interests I
would In any case suffer.
Recognizing, a* I did a year since, that with the lacs of i

in harmony existing In the city government, embarrassing |u and hindering the prosecution of public improvements j
'e- to wnlcli the city was committed and lor which the

property owners hail paid large amounts In assessments, v
and considering that a harmonious goveriiinent and tlin r111 Interests ot the taxpayers should be the paramount r

m thought and duty ol every official I intimated mv iuien .' tion of resigning my office, and only upon the earnest Hn" solicitation ot such taxpayers did I consent to remain. i
Alter much thought ana careful consideration I have

now decided that rather than continue lu office under so ;
many embarrassments during the tew remaining months |
ol my term, I preier to rest upon the results already ac
complishel. heretore I do hereby resign the office of /Conunlssioner ol I'uhlic Works, to taKe effect upon the
accession of my successor, und am, verv respecttully, iJ» OKOKfJK it. VAN NO lit.

1- THK MAYOR'S REPI.Y.
ff hXKCUTIVK DtPABTMEifT, J

irt N*w Vouk, March 1, 187J. ) s
Hon. Georgc M. Vau Nort.
Dkar mr.1 have receive vour communication of this

Of date, submitting a condenseci statement of the trim-no,tions ot the Department ol Public Works lor the three ®
'e years during which vou have been the Commissioner, J
,s- and resigning the i.ffice rat her than conliune in it uuder '
v the circumstances to which you call my attention. J'' I was not unprepared ior the. communication; in fact, «
s" Intimations inaile bv you in a number ot recent converstions had led me to expect |i. Hut I none ihe less J
10 regret that ihe circumstances ol the present political 1

situation should so seriously affect tne usefulness of a *

Id distinguished public servant as to seem to iinn to mako J;
ig Ills voiuntarv withdrawal from office a duty to the coin- J

munity which he has served so long and with notable "

ra results.
r. The difficulties and obstructions you have had to con- j*
iii tend agains. have been manifest. But so far as my personalknowledge of your administration of the departmentextends it has been efficient, and nothing lias lieen
r- brought to my official notice yvhich impairs your repu-
. tallon lor integrity.se Certainly. I have observed no department of tiie city
at government winch is so well organized as yours has

been, or in wlitoh business lias been conducted with
" such thorough system and such excellent methods as t
.'8 have been pursued In your office and in the several
ill bureaus attached to It.
iV Your successor has unusual opportunities in beginning,1 his term ot service with the advantages which your® training and skill as an administrative officer have in ntiiese respects prepared tor him.

With many thanks for tne courteous consideration and n
rA attention which vou have uniformly extended to tne r

during onr official intercotirsr, and with renewed as-
al suruuees of my best wishes for your continued welfare, C
r0 1 am. respectfully. WM. II. WICKIIAM, Major. g

general porteru appointment.
The following is (ienerul Porter's appotntment, Jjr< which was handed to him bj the Mayor Itntne- "

a dlateiv after Mr. Van Nori had received the ,,a Major's reply to his letter ol resignation11
h EXKOPTIVK DlrtNTMOT, I

Our Mali, Nkw York, March I, IS7.V. 410 1, William 11. Wickhura. Mayor ot the city ot New 1

York, by vtrtuo ol the power conferred upon nie by ®

Of chapter 3 H) of the Laws ol 1*»74, heinn "An act to amend 'I
chapter S3ft of the l.a.v» <>i entitled 'ad act in re- T

4 onianlae the local government ol the riiy oi New York ' s
>p |>aa»ed April SO, IH73, and the *c:» amcn<iat«r\ thereat.*' i

do hereby appoint Kite John Porter m he ( .>niini«M.>nor JI- of Public Work* ol the cttv of .New York In t place ol J
ie Oeoree M. Van Nort resinned. and i«>r the unexpired '
t term of »ald tieorue M. \an Sort, which lemuuatei on <
v tho 29th day ol December, 18'S. »* j WILLIAM It. WICKIIAM. i
J General Porter's surety will be August Relmont
o or Edward cooper.
is !

THE NEW COMMISSIONER.
>d The new tomralssioner, General Fitz John Porister, is n native of New HanipHiure. He graduated
n at West Point in 184ft, when he recoived a urevet
io second lieutenancy in the fourth artillery. In the
<v war with Mexico he so ilistingulslied hlnmeli in

nl severul battle* t>y his bravery, that he was bre.
lie M-ted cuptain, and ntterward inaior. After that

|° war ne became assistant instructor of artillery at.
We*t I'oiut. In IK53 he was made Adjutant ol the

'

_ Post, and In 1851 was uasiitant instructor ot cav- 1

i

0
Irj and artillery. In liM he wu appotBted Adjs*
tut General, with tne rank 01 captain. Ob tm
utbreak 01 tne war be was made Colonel of the
Htu luited Maies ln/autrj. and soon alter be
arue a bilaraaier general of volunteers. H»
irected tbe siege works before lorktown,
nu for bis services on tne Chickaouilnywas appointed Major General oI Volntecrsand aiterward Brigadier General in
be regular army. He led the retreat of tbe
,ruij oi tbe Potomac wnen Genera! McCleUan
loved from Harrison's Lauding, and was tempo
arnv attached to General Pope's command aur
3g the battles which were fought between tb<
appahannoek aud Washington. General Pope
)und creat fault with his conduct while uodei
:s ctiiutuaud, aud made ins censure ino subject
f a pot mou of his official report, and preicrret
harges against mm. General Porter was, as a result
l tin-, removed irom his command; but, through
tie intervention of General Mcciellan, was alter'ardres'ored. He then took part In tbe Ma jindcampaign, and was tn command of there- I
srves at tbe Duttle of Antietam. He wm tried
y court martial on tbe charges preferred against
ua oy Geueral 1'ope, and, on January 21. 1M3, waa
Mhlered irom lht» aimv Slnrn ha fnrr.i»i1 ratlrm.
lent from the service General Porter Hu been,ad is now. a resident of New Jersey. General
orter 18 a democrat in pontics.

MB. VAN NORT'S EXHIBIT.
Tbe folio win tr is an exhibit of tbe working of tb«
epartment of Puolio Works for tbe tbree yean
uring wblch Mr. Van Nort baa been la omce:.
The expenditure! of tbe Department of Public Worki
:e divided into three classes:.
y,,rt. hxpendltures met by general taxation; tor the
latntoiiaiue 01 ttic CrotoO Aqueduct, reservoir* and
ipu-., street pnvem -nts roadways. sewers, public buk!4'
igs. lor lighting the city with gas. tor salaries ot en
loyes fur furnishing and cleaning public office*, free
outing tiaths. Ac. I

mill.Expenditures met by tbe issue of a**e**ment
ands. uiid lor wnich ihe city la reimbursed by the cotctlon«t H-<»osKuient*. for grading, paving, curbing, gutirinu.Hugging, sewering uud otherwise improving
reels, roads and erenuen.
Third.Expenditures met by the Jssue of funded bond*:
ir tbe extension and improvement of the Croton main
stem, improvement and alterations of th« aqueduct,
cmstruclion of storage roservoirs and reconstruction of
Id se wers.
The expenditures on taxation account during the
a*t throe years were as follows:.
1187J...... $l,S63,38ii

118/3. 1.474,870 '

j 1874, exclusive ot county pur- t
poses and lighting Twent.v-tbird
and Twenty tourth wards 1,481,737(
Total for three years $4,818,809
No comparison can be made with the expenditure* in
IBs) and 187i>; during part of which the work* now
nder the control ot tbi* Department were under the
liarge ol the street and Croton Aqueduct Department*.
i.re being no official report trotn the Street Departlenifrom January I, 186), to April 10. 1870. and none
oni the t'rotou Board from January 1 to April 10. 1870.
H7i ihc expenditures trom taxation were.. 93,17*110

he reduction in 1872, as compared
with 1871. is $1,31J,793
lie reduction in 1878, as compared
wlthi871lis 1,700,822
he reduction in 1874. as compared
with 1871, is. 1,893.454
Total reduction In three years.... $4,707,OM

KXPICNDITUKBS ON ACCOUNT Or ASSMIMBirr rtJHD.
a 187 I $2,875.70S .

n 1873 4,464,572
u 1874 4,831,443

Total tor three year*.. (11,471,721
h" expenditures on this account in 1871 were 5.488,421
Leduutum lu 1872, as compared
with 1871... 98,113,724
Leuuction in 1873, as co npared
wit n 1871 1,013,858
[eduction in 1874, as compared
Willi 1871 858,985
Total reduction in three years.... |tM,M
he certificates ot the c<>st ot completed Improvement*transmitted by the Department
to the Board ot Assessor* during the three
years, and now in preoai'atiou for transmission,amountto. $11,354,817I
The loilowitig is a summary of the amount of work
onu on el reel Improvem ?nts durlnac the past three
ears:.2.1^ mite* ot street.! regulated and graded. 2IH
mes ofstrectt ourbod and guttered. 49 miles of sidewalks
jigged, 2'J mill's ot streets ptved with stone Mocks, 11J$
nles ot lelford Macadam roadways constructed, &
tiles of sewers built. 10 miles of underground drain.*,
li-lit utiles of culverts built and 3il receiving hasias cob
ructed.

kxl'k.nditukis on accodbt or tib TUUDKO dkb%
u 1373 91.699,612
11 1873 1.804.311
n 1874 1,399,397

Total for three years 9i.MI.tt
xpendltures on account ot the ftindcd debt in

1871 93,13J>M
eduction in 1872 as compared with

1871 ......91,437,867
eduction in 1873 as compared with

lb71 1,333157
euuctlon in 1871 as compared with

1871 1.738*071
Total redaction in three yean $4, SOi,081
t inier tills head the following work has been dons
itice January 1, 1872:
Completing and bringing into uaei the su>rage reser
oir at Boyd's Corners, ot a capacity of S.OOJ.OQJ.OOI
a lions.
Completing and bringing into us© the high service towei >

nd icservoir at Carmausville. anil laying mains Iron
le same to the north tend of the island, to Yorkvllto
nd to Murray Hill.
I'urcnasing the land lor the daqi of a new storage rearvoirou tue middle branch ot the Croton Elver, te
old 3,9J0,(J0o,000 gallons, and nuking plana, estimate!
nd specifications lor the whole work. wlilch was let by
ontrsci on Hie -Htli ot October last.
lu connection with the alterailou!of the aqueduetoa
enth avenue there were 2,733 pieces ot t8-lnch pipe reeivedat the vard, tested and dell-rered on the work)
2,(M) linen) ieet ol 4*viiich pipe laid, 39.800 cubic yardi
iundation mid protection walls bunlt. 90,000 cubic yardl
f earth tilled in, 10,000 lineal teet ot sewers built, 12seta
f iron gates lor 4H-inch pipe set, land purchased for
ate hi'Uses at Ninety-second street and 113th street, aad
ate houses partly constructed.
The water was let into the plpe» on the 13th of Decern
er last. The citv will be reimbursed for part ot the
xpenses oi this wor t by the sale o4 the land now occultedby ihe aqueduct, and it maiy be reimbursed
hrouaii legislation authorizing an aosonament on adorningpropertv tor that part ol the work which apper-

otween Miietv-second and llStn streo'j; «li>o ot Vtnetyecundstreet, between Ninth anil lentil avenues.
he lan I t<> be sold embraces about soventy
building loL«. valued at $4,0JU each, malting
n to.at of $280,0#l
he assessment tor grading and sewering will
uc about 700,000
Making the relmburfement to the eltv $980,900

REVENUE COLLECTED BY THE DXrABTlfSVT.
'rom Oroton water rent, penalties and tapplugpipes in 1872 $t,$8<lMI
roir Croton water rent, penalties and tap-
plug pipe* in 1873 . 1.128,931
'rom Oroton water rent, penalties and tappingpipes in 1871 1.361,867

Total for three vears $4,157,434
Lraoutit collected during the preceding threa

years U, 672,673
increase of revenue lor three years $531,761

'rom vault and sewer permits, sales ot (i
material, Ac.. 1872 $94,153
'rom vault and sewer permits, sales ot old
material, Ac., in 1873 117,323
rom vault and sewer permits, sales of old
material, Ac., in 1871 82,908
Total for three year* $293,792

n 1*71 the cost of collection of Croton water
revenue was $119,608
n l*i2 it was reduced to 72,31.4
n 1873 it was reduced to 56.0.1
n 1*74 It was re 1100(1 to 19.900
The reveuue collected by the department, together
fitn that turned over tor collection to the Clerk of Arears,and the unexpended balances ot appropriationsetiimud to the general fund, may be considered as an
ffset to the cxpetMltures on account of the funded debt,
ml show ttie following result:
ixiien litures on account ot the ftinded debt
lor 1*72,1873and i87i $4 908,931
U venue trom Oroton water $4,157,131
te velum trom miscellaneous
sources. 998,792
irrears of water rent, which are a
lien on property..; 118,107
,'nexflcnded l>alatices of approprla
Uons returned to the general

fund 327.800
______ £1,999,989

ihowing a surplus over the expenditures of
the department on aocoant ot the landed
dent for three vears of 93.818
Another saving, which does not appear upon the book!

f the department, ha* been effected by the removal ot
lie officers ot the department to the oity Hail, amonnv
tig to s:'-U,00U aunuallv. tormerlv paid tor office rant.
lie removal took place May 1st, lift, and tha saving to
amiarv 1st. 1875, ainoants to $50.fJ»0.
The reduction In the expenditures of the department.
ml ttie Increase in revenue collected, daring tne past
hroe vears, as compared with the year 1871, together
villi tfie saving in office rent, may be summarised as tolows;
deduction In expenditnres from taxation.... $1,797,089
deduction in expenditures trom asaesiment

bonds 4,997.888
eduction In expenditures from funded bondt 4,809 089
ncr.a*o In revenue irom Oroton water 881,781
aving in office rent..., 50,000

Total $14.84MM

INVESTIGATING GREEN.

B> ALDERMANIC COMMITTEE AnJOTTR* OTaa

TO THIS ATOBBNOOM.
Owing to the storm yesterday several of the
lost important witnesses who had been snmlonedto testify before tlie special Aidermanlo
ommittee as to what they Knew aoout the mlsonductof Ureen as Comptroller were nnable ut
ttend the session ol the committee. Mr. A.
iakey Hall, who had been subpoenaed among
ihers, appeared, but * as excused until to-dar.
s ne hud to attend io a iase In the Court or Com(ionPleas. Mr. Walei, who was also ptesent,
tated mat he would submit his written evidencs
under oaih) whicn was taken at tlie last session
if tne committee wnen tne committee bad nc
ifflciai s.enoRrapher to take down the testimony,
"lie name* <>l .Mr. Van Nort and Mr. John Wheeler
vete culled but there was no response, a meslengerwa> sent for Mr. Van Nort, who sent back
vord that he was very busy but wonld appear in
mil au hour's time. A telegram was received
rom Mr. Ila«kin, another witness, mat he wa*
letaitieii at v\ lute Plains. It being evident, to tbt
ominitiee tliat the witnesses could not b#got
teiore them, an adjournment was taken until tolayat hail-past one o'clock.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN NEW JJSRSEY.

The arrangements lor the celebration of St.
Patrick's Day liave been completed by tne Irish
societies of Jersey City, Hoboken and other parts
at Hudson county. Twenty-six societies will be
represented, iu»mas Lvnvn will be Urand Mar>
dial. William l-'nrrell First Aid, and James Mo-'
oruiaeK >e oml Aid. An luvitatlon has been exlendcdto ilie Kiner.ild Zouave* to join in ti»e processionand the i igln of the line will be extended

10 them. The Knight-, of si. Patrick and the
Kriendly t*ons ol Ireland will hold banquets in tM
evening.


