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AMUSEMENTS  TO-NIGHT

PROOKLYS PARK THEATRE
:mm avenwt =VARIEIY. i 8 P N cioses at 108
LY

BRYANT'S GPERA HOUSE

West Twenty third «reer, pear Sinth sveans =NEGRO

'I\-fll.l.x.ar st M cless 52 W PN Dan
yant

GERNMAM A THEATRE
Fourtaepih street =l NOFLE GINOVLA, ot § F M
closes ot iv 8 ' M. Miss Lima Masr

S IRLOYS,
way =RORY O0'MOK: ., snd HERRMANY st 8 P
Liclosam B BPr N

TONT PASTON s OFERA HOUSE
:n.sﬂl Bowery =VAKIETY, at & F. M. closes ot 1003

- rirTH n_ris:i THEATRE. . o e

L) m an foMlway — .

n.\ﬂ- athy = i thoses at l"." P N, Nr Fusher, Mr
wis, Miss Davenport, Mre (iihert

LYCEUM TRAFATAE,
huﬁlnm Mreel,  near  Sh avenue.—MARIE
ANTOINETTE, at s . M. Mmse. Histort

PARK THRAATRE
Broadway. —French Opers Boutte -0 [ROFLE GIROFLA,
SLAF M closes at 100 F N Ml aralie Geoffrey

GRAND CESNTH \l.. THEATRE,
;u.lli Broadway. =VARIETY sts P M closss st 108

BOOTIUS THEATRE
eorner of Twenivthird sireet and Sinth avenus —
HENNKY

Vo r M iclosssat 11 PN Nr Rigaold
BAN FRANCISTO MINSTRELS
rondwa carner of Tweptv ninth street,=XEGRO
INSTRELSY, AtA P M, closws 4110 ¢ M

e TIVOLI THEATRE, -
ighth = t. hetwern i anl i LALLL R
VARIETY, st S F M clowes s 120 M

WALLACE 'S THEATRE,
Rroadway,=THE sH Al GRS ars b o
1048 P Mr. Boucicanit

clones at

L} 'li.f‘nsh |‘“.
Broadway and Thirtr tourth street.—=PARIS BY ¥TGHT
Two rshi,;luwl datly, at 2 and s 1 M

MRS, CONWAY 'S BROOKLYN THEATRE,
Brooklyn.—THE MAN O AJRLIE, a18 P M. . closes at
10:30 P. M. Mr. Lawrence Marreit

WOOD'S MUSETN,
i\’ﬁtﬂ'l" rorner Trirtieth streat. —sASS4 CTY, tO P,
iclosea At J0:B P, M. Matines at 2P M.

OLYMPIC THEATRE,
;o.lﬂl Broadway.—VARIETY, at # ', M.: closes at 1088

onth _streas’ AR ‘nm.ax adwey ~CALLEXDENS
an: ¥ A
mﬂi!& MINSTREL=. at A P. M (closast 10 F. M.

THLATREE COMIQUE,
gn.lﬁl Broadway. —VARIETY. at s P M. | closes at 1048

METROPOLITAN MUSECM OF ART
West Fourteenth street. —Open from 10A. M ta 3P M

ASSOCIATION HALL.
'hrnnt;-uﬂ:m sireet —HEADING, at & P M, Mr, Van-
denhofl,

ROMAX HIPPODROME,
Fourth avenne ana Twentv.sevenil street, —=CITROTE,
'rnﬂT‘rI:ra AND MENAGERIL, anternoon and evening,
atland
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From our reports this marning the probabilities
are that the weather to<day will be warmer and
clovdy.

Warn Streer Yesterpay. —Gold advanced
to 116, Stocks were irregular. Foreign ex-
change closed steady and government bonds
sirong.

Tur ComrLETE and very graphic reports of
the flonds, consequent on the ice gorges on the
Delaware, Susquehanna and tributary rivers,
given on another page, nre illustrated by a
map of the Delaware, from Deposit to Dela-
wars Water Gap, and another of the eonatry
immediately aronnd Port Jervis.

Loxpox  has its share of commercial
tronbles. A heavy Mark lane firm has tuited
with twomillions sterling liabilities, and other
snspengions are said to be threatened in con-
rh"l‘lll!‘n(‘!".

Trr Frexcn AssEMBLY is about to eut down
the army of government paupers. A jury of
physicians is to inquire into the cases of the
Bonapartists who are on the pension list on
acconnt of infirmities alleged to have been
contracted in the service of the State,

PrestoesT (rrasT has chameteristieally set-
tled the Arkansns fquestion by appointing ex-
Governor Brooks Postmaster at Little Roek.
From the Excentive Chamber to the local post
oftice dpes not seein a very desirable transfer;
but no doubt Brooks is satisfied, and certainly
the President has got rid of one of his white
elephants on very rensonnble terms,

Tae Wise Oxss or 1un English turf have
bad oecasion to learn that they are not infalli-
ble in their judgment. The Lineolnshire
Handieap has been won by an outside horse,
against whom the odds were thirty to one,
while the favorite, ot two to one, was fifteenth

in the rce. The three placed horses were,

indeed, all outsiders, the betting against the
second and third having beecw, at slarting,
twenty to one and fifty to one, respeotivaly,

Tue Frexon AsspMory.
be n eompromise between the government and
the Left on the question of the dissolution of
the Freneh Assembly, according to onr cable
despmteh from Paris,  Provided a day is fixed
1or the dissolntion #ix months after the Easter
reeess, 00 more elections 1o ill vacancies aro

There is likely to

to be ordered. These apre the terms said to bhe |

offered, and the question of filling the vacant
seats, which will ve immodistely bronght ap,
wili develop the churneter and docide the fate
of the proposed compromise.

The Great Spring Floods.

The breaking of the great ice gorge at Port
Jervis, which has been so long an object of
approhension and terror to the inhabitants of
that thriving village and of sympathetic inter-

| est to the whole country, took place yesterday
| morning, with less damage to property than

might have been expected. It is fortunate |

| that the pent-up flood forced its way through
by daylight. Nothing so intensifies the horror
of u calamity of this kind as to have it come
| in the doarkness of the night, when nobody

| can look far enough abroad to take in the |
THE DAILY HERALD, published every
An.

whole situation and measure the extent of the
dunger.  Night is a fruitful breeder of
lmaginary terrors, It is only in the night
| that the sbheeted ghosts of the dead are sup-
posed to walk, unnerving men who would face

almost any danger withont quailing by day- |

light. It is not easy to conceive a situation
mora tereifie than the unloosing of a mighty
floodd of waters when all nature is enveloped
iu thiek darkness and the excited imagina-
tions of men are not curbed and restrained
by a clear survey of the danger. When such
a calamity overtakes a community suddenly
in the night the sense of peril is magnified a
thousand fold, because when nothing is
clearly known afirighted imaginations natu-
mlly picture the worst. We canthink of noth-
ing more appailing than the situation of a
quiet village community startled from their
beds in the dead of night and fleeing from a

destructive inundation whose extsnt is hidden |

tfrom their eyes by a thick veil which they ean-
not penetrate,  We congratulate the people of
Port Jervis that the floods broke through the
ioe gorge in the morning, when the friendly
light of the sun epabled them to take in the
whole seene and imagination added nothing
to the real horrors of the situation. We con-
gratulate them that so little damage was done
to their property and that ouly one life wos
lost.  Had the wild outbreak of waters taken
place in the nighttime nobody can say how
many lives might have been sacrificed in the
ponie which would have turned weak heads
aud lmpelled distracted people toward the in-
undating flood instead of away from it.
Whether such catostrophes can be averted
by reasonable foresight and effort is a ques-
tion which the citizeus of Port Jervis and all

who are exposed to similar perils may wisely |

consider. The immense snowfull of the late
winter necessarily swells all streams when it
welts, but in mest loealities it threatens no
great danger when the course of the rivers is
ot obstructed by a blockade of ice. It was
not the great spring addition to the volume of
the Delaware which made that river so dan-
grrons, but the fact that & great dam of ice
cansed an scoumnlation of water behind it
whose swdden release, whenever it might

compe, wonld inundate the country below. |

Was it not possible to prevent this obstrue-
tive dam of jen?
glveerime blasting st Port Jervis wonld scem
o supply a satisfactory apswer. Trme it
that this
not  efficient against o
enmulnted jee three or four miles in extent ;
the grost mistake was in delayimg it so long.
At the beginuing of the gorge the river wans
blocked oniy at & single point, and it was
agniost this barrier that the ice constantly
brought down by the stream accumulated.
The suecessive coutributions of new ice from
above kept lengthening the gorge, which
froze together in the eold nights and became
cemented and eovsolidated into a compact
mass miles and miles in exteut. Of course
there was no possibility of blasting out such
a coherent mass and opening a free course to
the river. But bad time been taken by the
forelock, and bad the nitro-giyeerine blasting
been begun when the extent of the gorge was
only a few rods, instend of severnl miles, we
soe no reason why it should not have sneceeded

| at omoe and have averted this oatastrophe,

The experiments in blasting farnished redun.
dant evidence that heithey been begnun in the
first days of the obstraction they would have
beon completely successful. It will, therefore,
be the fault of the inhabitants if they are ever
again cxposed to so great a peril.

Within the last twelve months we have had
in this conntry au nnosual number of deso-
luting junvdations,  The destruction of two
or three flourishing villages in Central Massa-
chusctin and the bursting of the banks of the
swollen Lower Mississippi are the most mem-
orable instances.  In both of these last named
cases, as well ns in the flood at Port Jervis
vesterday, the destructive offects wers the
fault of mwan and cannot be imputed to the
violenee of nature.  They bave no ressmblance
to the terrible visitutions which overtuke
regions subject to heavy earthquakes, or which
lie below the craters of voleanoes, or which,
like some of the West lndia islands, are ex.
posed to sudden apd desolating hurrieanes.
These are evils ngain<t which no human fore.
sight can provide.  But the destractive inun-
dations experienced in this country within
the last year beloug to a different category,
There i+ no one of them which might not have
been prevented by foresecing prodence. The
Mussachusetts inundations were the conse.
quence of & dishomestly  bmilt dam, cheaply
comstructed in order to wake & profitable job
The enguifing of plantations and whole dis-
triots om the Lower Mississippi was & peedlos

dostraction of proper v, for it the lovoos had

not been suffered to fall inte decay it eonld
not have occnrred The excuse fomnded on
the poverty of the Sates bordering on the

river and their inability to furtnih fuuds for

strengthesing the loveos and keeping them n

repair s wort b ma, b caiime every one of Khose
Rintes has Lled sts exprnses sipee the war
They had woney enongh, bat it wes misap-
propristed and squand I on clyects ek
had little relation 1o the wfety and wellare of
the communities which lige the banks of the
Missimipijt,.  We cammd  regard the destrae
tive foods of t land your an inseritabie vug-
tations of 1'rovidenos e the ennwe
U of culpabile brumaw peglecd There
i tuem  winel,  might (TR §
i 1] L ¢ OO | ¥ -~ s
W B e ir | will
v nd § } Ml lepe that! an cxpen
i di it { dan iiay leach themn
s little = I f1 poprie of Popt
Tor h n | bind 1o thedr
own interests we trust et t L Ha \
which loses A%y thoe s moch s it would
have cost to clear cut the ROr gy w e '
first began 1o form, will not be eanght sgain
by stuch a disaster. 1t onl s soroe mtel.
ligent attention to the soowfll of our var
ing winters to apbicipate {1 ’lll'.,,- T, and an

| seasous which threaten & food & litte fore-

The experiments of nitro- |

species of  blasting  was |
gorge of ac- |

sight and a small expenditure of money will
suffice to turn itasile. An of n few
thousand dollars at Port Jervis when the ioe
gorge began to form would have saved the
Erie road from the loss of its bridges and the
interruption of its travel. We trust this is the
last calamity of the kind which will ever oceur
at that point,

The Swallow Tatls and
Hats.

The unsopbisticated siranger might have
| supposed yesterday that a procession of
churches, each surmounted by a steeple, wos
! walkieg up Broadway, so pions seemed the
| men who walked and so high the hats they
wore. The High Hats were out in all their

the High

| glory, and Heaven smiled upon their efforts to |
I thers is anything aristocratic |

reach it
in age—and the most venernted titles are

the oldest—the High Hats deserve to be |
classed  with  the nobility. Most of |
them are heirlooms in pld families,

bequeathed by one generation to another, and

broughi out on St. Patrick's Day covered with

| the dust and grandeur of centuries long post. !
Far different is it with the Swallow Tails, |
They are modern, mushroom, and some of
them are shoddy. 'There is nothing nril\lo-:
eratic nbout the creations of yesterday, and |
as o costume for the occasion they were not
as proper a8 the High Hats, For that St
Patrick might have worn a high hat is possi-
ble, while that he never did wear a swallow
tail is cerfain, Still, it may be that both
| decorations might have been spared with
advantage, Suppose that both the High
Hats and the Swallow Tails should use the
money required for the parade to build a
grand hospital, or support a noble charity,
might not that be a better way to spend a
couple of hundred thousand dollars? The
Swallow Tails, no doubt, would subscribe lib-
erally if the High Hats should be handed
around, and we suggest that before next St.
Patrick's Day the experiment be tried.

The Truancy Law and the Catholic
Parochial Schools.

The proceedings at the meeting of the
Board of Education yesterday were of more
than ordinary interest. The first report of
the Sunperintendent of Truancy, which was
presented ot the meeting, does not present a fa-
vorable account of the practical working ot the
new law during the brief period it has been in
operation. It has been found very diffienlt to
obtain the names and residences of the little
strect wanderers for whose benefit the law

l Goosey-For's School Bills.

Benator Fox bes iniroduced two bills in-
?wquﬂm:hm
schaol system of this city. We see no reason
why there should be two separate laws relating
to the same subjeet,

1 t prcher, not ons suffice’

Wo printed o summary of these bills in our
Albany despatches yesterday. Tbe first, of
then: provides that the offiecs of Commission-
ers of Schools and Board of Education shall
terminate filteen days aiter the passage of the
sct. Itis proposed that their functions shall

| then develve upon twelve commissioners to

be appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by
the Aldermen. If this were intended to save
the schools from anarchy by bridgieg over
the interval between the passage of the bill
and the election of a mew Board of School
Commissioners we could understand it
though we could not approve of ik
But when it s provided that these
twelve  commissioners shall  hold  their
offices for five years we canvot reconcile the
provisions of bill nmmber one with those of
bill number two. Bill unmber two aims to

with another set, who will snceeed to nll their
powers and functions on the 1st of Junuary
next, What use, then, ean there be, after

vided for by Goosey-Fox's bill nnmber one?
We write from a telegraphic summary of the
two bills ; and it is possible that if we had
their text they might not present quite so ab-
surd o jumble.

The second of Goosey-Fox's bills divides
the city into eight school districts, instead of
the present seven. This might be well
enough, considering the new territory nnnexed

to the city. The bill provides for three School | for which the territory was taken from a park .

Enys, every possible effort will be made to
extinguish the Indian title to the Black
Hills country, and negatiations to that end
are mow progrossing. The sooner they are
| bronght to a successful close the better.
| Civilization is bound te advance, snd the
| adventurons pioneers of the West sre hard
|mnto hold back, especially when the tempt-
| ing stories of the wealth of the Black Hills re-

 gon lure them forward,

The Riverside Improvements—A Desir
able Bill.

A bill is in tha bands of the Commiltes on
Cities of the Assembly {o provide for an
ussessment for the construction of Riverside

| avenue and to obvinte » defect now existing
| in the law. By the terms of the hill the cost
| of construction of the earringeway, walks
| and dnives upon the widened Riverside ave-
| vue, in accordance with the plans already
| adopted by the Park Department, is to be
| paid by the issue of bonds, and is to be as-
sessed—one-half on the property benefited
| and the other half upon the city at large,
The whole of the Riverside territory not so

| replace the present School Commissioners -18id out is to be beld to the public use us a

park. The control and munagement of the
| nvenues bordering the publie parks are vested
| in the Park Department by the present city

lthat date, for the twelve Commissioners pro- | Charter. When the Riverside territory was

tnken for the public use one distinet
| portion was faken as an avenue and
|another a8 & park. In completing
| the laying out of the avenue it hns
| been found desirible to embrace within
! its lines a strip of the land taken as a park, in
order to make the avenue proper one hun-
| dred feet in width. There is full power in

l ths Legislature to change the ‘“public use”

Commissioners in each district, and that one | 0 8n svenue, and the Park Department has |

of the three shall go cut each year ; which is,
so far, a close reproduction of the present
law. But here follows the chief feature—and
an egregiously bad feature it iz —of the
Goosey-Foxy bill, It provides that the Com-
missioners of Schools shall be elected in each
distriet by o popular vote, If Goosey-
Fox had proposed to elect the Comptroller
and Corporation Counsel wea shonld mnot
seriously object. These are the only officers
besides the Mayor who have ever been elected
by a popular vote. The heads of the other
city departments have always been appointed,
and not elected, for reasons whose force
hardly admits of question, Why should the
Commissioners of Schools be taken out of this

was mainly enacted, and but few of this class
have been brought into the schools. It is sig-
nificant of the lives to which these children
are doomed tbat even the youngest of "them
seem to be well posted as to the law and
sharp at replying to questions in such a wan- |
| ner as to baffle its provisions, One hundred
and fourteen truants and non-attendants enly
| have ns yet been drawn into the schools in
the whole city.

Another interesting featare of the proceed-
| ings was the reception of a communieation
from the representatives of the Catholic pa-
| roehial schools, who ask the appointment of
| a committee of the Board of Education to
| meet with them for the purpose of consider-

ing the terms upon which those schools may

be admitted to the benefits and subjected to
the discipline, laws and general mansgement
of the common school aystem.

There are fifty thousand pupils 1n the
Catholic schools, and the proposition comes
in good season to add point to the rebuke ad-
ministered to the bigoted assailant of the

| common school system. The proposition,
| indorsed by the leading Catholics of the
city, priests and laymen, will, no doubt, re-
ceive the serious attention of the Board.

The Fitz-Kellys and the Fitz-Wicks=
hams.

The Patrick Fitz-Wickhams and the Patrick
| Fitz-Kellys, while they honor the same patron
 saint, celebrate his birthday in very different
| methods. The Fitz-Kellys, remembering that
| 8t. Patrick travelled through all Ireland on
| foot, would consider themselves traitors to
] every manly sentiment and every feeling of
reverence if they failed to walk over New
York at least once in the year in emulation of
| his example, Yesterday this pleasant duty

was performed with the greatest enthusinsm
and sncecess. The Fitz-Kellys display their
devotion to 8t. Patrick by undertaking extraor-
| dinnry physical labors, and their patriotism
| and zeal ean only be estimated in miles. It
|il & pilgrimage that they fulfilled, and if
they did mot get as far as Jerusalem
they passed through  Chatham  street,
which was the next best thing. The Pat-
rick Fitz-Wickhams, however, never walk
in procession, They consider St. Patriek’s
pedestrinn tour throngh Ern to have been
one of the miracles ho was 50 clever at, They
bonor, they ndmire, they love St Patriek, but
their affection does not earry them to the ex-
tent of a ten-mile tramp.  Buat in order to
tultil their duty they are perfectly willing to
review the Patrick Fitz-Kellys and to ex-
press their satisfaction with the grandeur of
the display. They are not able hodied
enongh to walk in the Saint’s honor, ‘but they
show extraordinary power in eating for his
glory st the bangueting tables of the Friendly
Sous and the noble Kuights.  Sometimes they
go o the banguets of both, aud thus show
that they can perform digestive mirneles which |
even the Saint would not have attempted. |
Then the wit comes in with the wine, and
oratory, like a spring flood breaking through
sl differences belore it
Sk s the way the Fitz-Kellys and the Fitz-
Wickhatus celobrate St Patrick's birthday,
wid we comcesde that ench party has o porfeet
righit 1o e taste.  For our part we think the
Fite-Wickhams are to be the more envied of
the two, but that the Fite-Kellys are to be
the mape r o LAl 1.

A QOTEE, SWenpe

Tur Covwrs continue to be vocupied with
l

eity snite,  Yesterday an  armory rent smit,
which wan deeided ngaiost the city, eame np
Veeiopm Ve Liomernl Term of the Sapreme
Comrt o rgument, and the  deesion
woas  Fracpved A smit to recover a olaim

r bookbindiug was teisd before Jadge Law-

petiow, and a veprdiet was pendered for the

pininti. The original claim was three han-
reed and soventy dollars. The amount pe-
eoveped, exclagive of the city’'s own costs,
o five hundred and eloven doliars—an in-
romsid cxprusa of only forty per cent to the
Tur Acowssaos of Alfonso has boen am i}

Wil b0 Diow Carlos. Tt hias blown AWRY Al-

GBer partiae, Goneral Elio, from his cause.

sound rmle? The Department of Education

| is the very last that should be controlled by
| popular suffrage. We cannot conceive of o

greater misfortune to the city than a school
board of demsgogues. Even if an exciting

religious question were unot involved in our |

common schools we should deprecate as a

blighting evil any law which wonld make our |

free schools a football of party politics and a
part of the spoils to be scrambled for by poli-
ticians of the baser sort. But in view of the
religious complication, the election of the
Board of Ednecation by a popular vote in
this city would be a fatal Dblow to
our admirable system of free schools.
Nothing is so repugoant to the spirit of

our institutions as mixing religion with poli- |
tics, but this would be inevitable from the |

moment that the School Commissioners were
elected by popular snffrage. Rival dema-
gogues would appeal to Catholic and Protes-
tant prejudices, and we should every year have
an inflammatory rveligious seramble for the
conirol of the public schools. Such a contest,
waged on such grounds, would destroy tbe
usefulness of our system of free schonls,. One
party in each school distriet wonld bid high
for the Catholic vote, and it would too often
put into the Board bigoted enemies of the
common school system, who might sometimes

be a majority and administer tha schools in & | -

manner which wonld make them a scene of
religious discord and kindle the passions of
the community into a flame. Goosey-Fox's
bill is the most incendiary measure ever
broached in the Legislature. It would stimu-
late Protestant bigotry and Catholie bigotry,
and the interests of edueation wonld be lost
gight of in heated religious eontentions for the
control of the Board of Education.  Asa stead-
fast friend of the common schools—the most
beneficent of our city institutions—the
Huranp rocords its earnest protest against
any such disturbing, destructive measure,
whose eftect, if not its intention, wonld be to
fan religious passions and divide the com-
munity into hostile camps on a guestion
which, above all others, should be kept out of
the arena of political and sectarian strife,

Mr. Fox's bill is the freak of a reckless
demagogne. We object to it becanse we depre-
cate ineessant tampering with the school laws,
which tends to keep the school system un-
settled and disturb the quiet, even adminis-
tration, which is more important in this de-
partment than in any other.  We object to it
because its tendency and inévitable effect
wotld be to pat the administration of our
schools into the bands of the lowest order
of demagogues. Above all, we ohject
to it because it would mix up religion
with our city polities and lead (o censeless in-
flimmatory  conflicts between Catholies and

Protestants  for the control of our schools, |
| We do not sympathize at all with the blind

nnid higoted opposition to onr common school
system  which is kept up by a small and noisy
set of narrow-minded Catholies,

nims to strengthen himself by playing into
their hands.  We stand on the same ground
ns Senator Kernan, who, thongh o deveted
Catholie, was for twenty vears a member of
the Uticn Sehool Bonrd, nnd sent his own
children to the publie sehools,
and sehool exoreises which are offensive to
Catholies are always to be condemned; but
when jostice and fairness are observed in
these resprets we would fain hope that o mn-
Jority of onr citizens, Protestants, Catholies
and Jews alike, will give a strong moral sup-
port o the adwiralile systom of fren eduon-
tion whieh is ihe pride and the boast of ong
ity

Room vonr e Run Mex, Roost ! —Sosere-
tary Delnno reports to the  Presidont on the

prosent sitnation of affairs in the Black Hills
conntry,  The expeditions forming aud those
pleenddy dn the  territory  reserved to the
Budions, he says, are in violation of our treaty
| with the Siousx, and will be provented from
entering the reservation or cxpolled thepe-
trom, us the ease may be, by forees of the

The Indians objeet o the -
, lruglon. At the same time, the Sccretary

| Unifod staves,

We shall |
| never support any swmall demagogue who

Text books |

| already authority to do uil the work necessary,
| such ns regulating, grading, paving, curbing
| und flagging on the widened avenune, and to
| assess the property benefited. Yet in case of
1 technical objections to the legality of the as-
| sessment the proposed law is desirable and
probably necessary.

There can be no good reason why the bill
now in the hands of the Assembly committee
| should not be reported favorably and become

of prosecuting the work on the River-
side improvement at this time does
not now come into consideration. If it did,
and if the present bill had any direct effoct
on that question, reasons enough .could be
advanced in its favor. It appears, however,
to be simply a bill to relieve from technical
and embarrassing objections a power that
already exists in the Park Department, and
hence it should not meet with any opposition.
It can only be opposed by those who desive
| to throw obstacles in the way of the improve-
! ment itself, and who are indifforent how

| much the public interests may suffer so long
s they can accomplish their own ends, There
is alrendy enough uncertainty about our loeal
| Inws, and it is creditable to the Park Depari-
| ment that it desires to elear away all pretence
for technical objections before it commences
its work. The hill shonld be reported favor-
ahly and put upon its passage at once,

| The Mormon Question,

There is a good deal of noise about the re-
lation of the general government to the pecu-
liar people who have made a Commonwealth
in the deserts of Utah, Bince the solution of
the slavery problem there has been no ques-
tion about which the demagogues have shown
so much cant as this Mormon question. We
admit everything that cau be said against the
Mormons. They are polygawmists; they have
a strange, brutal faith; they make war upon
the cardinal principles of society and the
family relation; fthey are governed by
tyranny;  their  President, Brigham
| Younz, and  lis  clders are coarse,
ignorant men, who have founded a
i rehglous empiry; and itis onr dutly, as a
| Christinn  people, to extirpate polygamy,
| which, with slavery, is a twin relic of bar-
| barism. We admit all this argument, and
yot, at the same time, there is another point

| viewed, and it is tnis:
finlts the Mormons are eitizens and are en-
titled to the protection of the laws of the
United States,

Laying aside the qnestions of religion and
polygamy, we «ce in the Mormon country the
| achievement of one of the greatest works of
modern times.  When we come to write the
history of the Auglo-Saxon race in America
the historian will dwell upon the faet that
| strong, sell-willed man marched thonsands
i of miles over the desert, defying the obstacies

of nature and the attacks of the merciless sav-
age, natil he found o plain spparvently as far
removed from ewvilization as the middle of
Afriea i8 to-day ; that he there estublished a
community, which, in twenty-five years, has
grown to be a powerful, prosperons, well-

of

dred towns nnd villiges dependent upon
it; a State where frogahity, pradence,
and mosl ol the virtues which underlie suc-
ooss 1n life are brought to a high perfection,
The historian will say that this was the work
of an Anglo-Sazon, of a plain man, gov.
erned only by a powerinl, resolute and rude
intelleet.  He will say that the people who
composed this community were drawn from
the lower classes of other nations ; that they
were taken lrom worse than poverly aund
despair to a toreign country amd given con-
tentment and prosperity in America.  This
work is one of the striking problems in our
civilization,  We think it is Emerson who re-
| marks that, with the excoption of Mobame-
danistn, Mormonism is the only roligion of
modern times that hns shown foree,
wise lor ns, in cousidering the Mormon ies-
tion, to allow our dislike of lmi}'gﬂm_" 1or o
cur eyes to the true mevits of  what the Mog-
mong have dons in Ulab,  Nor, beeauss we
regurd polyenmy s noerime, and 8 existenee
| an uleeration 1 one society, should we Justify

ern eities, who lisve been tempted by the
prosperity of the Mormons, and  have poupod
into Utab, meaning to rob the people of what

a law. The question as to the expediency |

from which this Mormon question is to be |
That with all their |

fact that these acts of the federal court were
received witi1 *‘great satisfaction by the Gen-
tile commupity," It is difficult not to sed
in most of the acts of our federal officers in
Utah a demagogical spirit which should not
be encouraged.

Let us deal with the Mormon question as
we should have dealt with the slavery ques-
tion—peacefully, and to the end that our laws
should be vindieated while the rights of tha
citizens shall be secured. Do not let the
avarice of eager, bustling adventurers drive
us into injustice townrd the Mormons. Polyg-
amy is 8 sin and o ¢rime it Utah, but at the
snwe time prostitution is o sin and a crime in
New York. There is ns much reason for the
eonduct of our federal conrts in Ulah ns there
would be for the same conduct in New York
upon the ground that prostitution was here
tolerated and nlmost recognized evil, and that
therefore we, as citizens, had no rights whish
the federal authorities are bound to respect.

Hapld Transit.

Colonel Thomas A. Scott, President of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, in the
courss of an interesting interview with one o
our correspondents, published a few days ago,
informs us that he is now about to improve his
railway system between New York and Phils
delphin; that we shall have rapid transit by
“‘a series of elegantly upholstered and rapidly
flying trains, that willlap the distance in abont
one-half the tims now consnmad by the swift-
est cxpresses.’” The road is to be improved,
sidings are to be built, new engines of the
strongest calibre will be put on the track,
Thiladelphia and New York aro ths twe

lorgest cities of the country.  They
ars closely connected by a thonsand
interests, The distance between them could

be accomplished in an hour and a half if wa
ran trajns upon the speed maintained between
London and Brighton. What is wanted be.
tween New York and Pailadelphin is not
large trains of heavy cars, but. small trains
running in quick succession, It would Ibu
much better for us to have the English systers
of cars, which ars smaller and quite as com-
fortable for day travel. Ifa train could be
run between Philadelphin and New York in
an hour and a balf, leaving say every how
during the day, it would be of incalculable
advantage to the two cities. If Colonel Scoti
succeeds in achieving this result he will merit
the gratitude of the people, and, no doubt,
add largely to the usefulness and value of his
railway.

Tee Crvic Riats Binn 1y OpEpaTION.—A
few unplensant incidentsin connection with the
practieal working of the much discussed Civil
Rights bill have alveady been recorded, and
many more are likely to occur. The mischiey-
ous nature of the billis in its tendency to pro-
voke and perpetuate socinl prajudices, which,
left to themselves, might either die out entiraly
or become considerably weakened in course of
time. Special legislation in such cases can
never be productive of good. The good sense
of the white and colored people will, however,
settle the vexatious guestion in a more har-
monions manner than ever the promoters of
the bill contemplated, and the exiremists of
both races will find their efforts to make polit-
1cal eapital out of the question fruitless in the
end.

Ix taE Svir brought by the shareholders of
the Emma Silver Mining Company, of Lon-
don, against Senator Stewart and others as
parties alleged to be responsible for the sale,
an application was made on the part of the
defendants for an order requiring the plain-
tiffs to give security for costs. The motion
was granted and the amount of security fixed
at five thousand dollars.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Scribner, Welford & Armstrong will publisn
Scohemann's “Iroy."

The Bric-d.Brac books have reached n sale of
7,000 voiumes each.

Mr. John La Farge, tho artlist, is among the late
arrivals at the Evereti House,

Congressman John M. Davy, of Rocheater, Ia
staying at the Metropolitan Hotel.

Mr. Henry A. Tilden, of New Lebanon, N, Y., 18
solourning at the St. Nicholas Hotel,

The flrst volume of Puinam'’s German classioy
wil be Giethe's “Hermann und Dorothea,”

Rev, Dr. w. C. Cattell, President of Lafayetts
Coliege, Is residing at the St. Nicholag Hotel,

General ltobert Lenox Banks, of Albanv, has
taken up his quariers ai the Clarendon Hotel,

Ex-Senator Neuben E. Fenton arrived from
Washington yesterduy at the Fiith Avenue Hoteal,

‘The author of *The Harbour Bar," published
hy Maemiilan & Co., 15 the whe of an Oxford pros
fessor,

The President has appoloted ex-Governor Josepn
Brooks, of Arkansas, to be Postmaster at Little
Hoek, Ark.

M. Lediu Roliin leaves behind him a work on Athe-
191, whicl will, it 18 sald, preseut to the world the
creed of the author,

Ex-Attorney General Marshall B. Champlain, of

| Caup, N. Y., has taken up his residence at the
. Mertropolitan Iotel

ordered Commonweulth, rich in every element |

materinl  prosperity, its capital one
of the finest, if mnot the finest, eity |
west of the Mississippi, with a  hun-

Congressmen 1, H. Burlelgh, of Maine, and T,
. Hatporn, of Saratoga, N. Y., are registered at
the Filth Avenue Rotel

Mra Oliphant's lntest novel, “The Story of Vale
entine and His  Hrother,” will be pubiished

. #hortly by Hagper & Bros.

Mr, Franxiin B. Gowew, President of the Phila
deipnia  wnd  Headlog  Rallroad Company, hag
apartments at the Brevoort House,

The Nterature of eremation hns colminated in 7
hook entitled “Uremation of the Dead ; ita History
and Bearings Cpon Puniic Health,' by W. Easale,
Civll kogineer,

Proessor HiteheoeX's reeont and thorongh gee-
logical and mmeraiogical survey of New Homp

| kbire, the most Interesting of the Atlanue Stases

1o the seieniist of these hranclies, will be reportes

,in two volnmes of text and one of maps, to be

1t is not |

putiiahed hy E, ¢, BEastman, Uonecord.

Following the admirable exompls of the earyy
Englisn Text societs, there has been started ¢
Puars an Eariy Frenen Tex: Society, It will re
print such rearce books in French literature m
“rrstan,” “le Roman des Sept Sazes,'" Lo
Cuansons da ol de Navarre,”" “La Chrontqus de
Jehan de-Bel,' and popalar chaosons of the 6
weenth century.  The annusl subseription wiil e

| only tweuty-ive iranes,

the wdventurers, (he off-sconrings of the Fast- |

they have sorely carned, agd men who go !

tiers for plunder, not beenuse they want to
| mnke wor neninst immorality and sreeligion,
it s difficult not to mee  this  CGentile
spivit in e procsedings aginst Brigham
voung which were reported recontly, of his
lmurisonment in tue Peniteniiary, and in the

: rovived Reynolds'

|

The st 1t of the manuseript of Bret Hapt o'y
navel will be given to the printers on the Jst o
April.  They have hesn setting on it up to dote
wo that 4t Wikl not b long betors it will ve i tae
nands of the puslie,  Mr. Dacte constdors thae i
s put s Dest work anto this book, and juuge
Ingiy says that e becali® Yery much intorested j
the story when roading it over in ihe prows, e

volume, whien Wil contaln some ¥ pages, wil
be us rated by 160 Melures

Mes:<rs 1, 3. Peterson & liros, are making a sue.
coss of their TOTRCOUN DeW edition of the proline

Mre, Southwortl’s: noveis. Tois same lirm have
“Uourt of Londeo,' w ik
cigims 1o bo the ook for whieh there was o ™
ward of $45,000 afteved. They miso reprint 1) Arrivom
Amsworth’s “Tower of Lonuon,” wilh minety.
tnree LIgstrations by George Croickshanks, Tt
I suid w0 be & most romwaatically truibhtg b larg
©f tue famous Tower,



