NEW YORK HERALD, SATURDAY, MAY 8 I878~TRIPLE SHEKT.

R — L — —

TICONDEROGA.

Tnteresting Reminiseences of the
Revolutionary Period,

Abercrombie’s March from Lake George
to Lake Champlain.

T H-E F'l1GHT.

Ethan Allen's Addrsse to the
Green Mountain Boys.

The Vicissitudes and Victories of
the Colonial Soldiery.

PROGRAMME OF THE COMING FESTIVITIES.

TICONDEROGA, May &, 1575,

All that has been spared of this littie proviocial
istrict lles midway between the Lakes George
and Champlain, belng jost two miles distant (rom
each orhier. I'neoutles of toe former, leaplog In
eataraots and tumbling over rocks, runa right
through the hearc of the villuge, and, Lefore the
fire, moved i factories and tarned 1ta mills,
Hence, flowing on in & circoltous course, Io
finally empties 1itself Into Luke Coamplaiu.
On every mide of ira bolling, seething waters
tall mountains ascend beavenward, dangerously
precipitous, bus grand and pleturesque In the
extreme. It woa clong these mountaiy sides that
one hundred years ago were enacted some of the
wost exciting scemes or tbe Hevolution. It was
beside thls stresm that the magnificent army of
Abercromnte maae Its Wstorical passage from
lake to lake, nud just above the spot where Lhe
waters mingle with Champlain below, thas thelr
grand army suffered 1is overwhelming defeat,

On Mouday next ali these events will be com-
memorated in story and tn song, and heénce there
Is no more interesting theme st present thaoa
descripiion of the celebrated march, s review of
sbe couniry over which the journey was made,
and the nccount of its wttack, repulse and resreat.
Your correspondent, securing an admiravle guide,
ome Mr, McCormick, a gentieman tamillar with the
territory and well versed in (ts blstorio recoliec-
tions, proceedea to Lake George this morunlng,
snd from tonence journeyed to Lake Cnamplaln,
pursulog exactiy the same route tnat Avercroun- |
bieé traversed more than a century ago. Tee Lok
lowing are tbe detalls of the journey;—

ADERCROMBIE'S ARMY,

It may be safely said thut ons of the grandest
historic scenes ever witnessed was the celebruted
pussage of Abercrombie’s aimy down the waters
M the Horicon, now known wi Lake George.

This passage was effected oo the mornlog of
July 6, 1554, Tuhe sun rode gloriously in the |
heavens, and the tall, oversuadowing mountains, |
which eveiywhere enclose the lake, echued the
sound of merial maosie, and the caum,
qulet deptns of the waters refected tho
gleam and  glitter of  burnishea [T
Abercromule had under lLis command 8
fotlla made up of 1,000 battenux, & large
Rumber of raitd mounted wish artillery and 16,000
men, siowly but grandiy did she expedition pass
down the lakes, the rangers and light iniaotry oc.
cupying the front, the regulars the ceatre aud toe |
proviucials the right ana left wings. Io the grand
solitode and sllence of Lhe morning, disturbed only
by the anrill voice of birde, the sight, thougu ex-
fremely besututal, was, for the locality, more than
asually strange. The fotilla, pausing & littie while
B Bavbath Day Polnl, fOoally disembarked
&t Howe's ianding, and it was to tnls point thas
your correspondent early this morning repaired.
The landing I8 suli known to the travelling pub-
le, snd is located in o little cove. On the morn. |
ing o: the 7th Abercromble began to move, aud, |
starting irom this lapalog, your correspondent |
0ok up the eame line of march, the ruggeaness of
the path rendering 1% necessary for him to walk.

tory has a railer decstled description of the

ey nlong the wess bank of the outlet ur river,

and It was only now and then that my ¢ualde and 4
were puksled concerning tbe sotual advance.

1 never saw a wilder country than thas through
which this army passed, s it is even now, and we |
can well imagioe that toe route pursoed was
palofol and siow in the extreme. It was prinel I
pally along mouusaln up.ands and sthrough rav-
lnes—ihe one made up of sharply polnted crags
and ihe other filled with drush and brambie—thas
the soldiers procesded. Tlese mountain sides aro
In maoy lnstances wholly loaccesslble to man,
aad as & rale &l are dsugervus to
any save by the most cautious asceot. The
sheep feed upon their tops; aud tbis pasturage,
where It exists, 18 hence richer and more verdant
on the sides thap on the summilts, The scenery
all aiong the rough, broken courdse Is aiways grand
snd very often alarming. A shower came up s I |
passed down. The sky seemed (0 cbsuge cvlor |
¥¥ery MOment, and Lie mountaln Tops were en-
reloped in clowds and sombre darknesssaws |
gorge so well protected by lis overtopping rock
toat after the shower was over It was |
M8 Aary aa bejore the raln. AL every slep |
I whk my esrs were greetea with toe
sarill ery o1 frightened birde and the crash sod
thunder of waterfall anda catarset. Now ana
then fnding My WAy Up some steep procivity |
Aview would burs: upon my eyes so magaif.
sent that 1 could put passe and regard it with
speechless admiration; almost every variety of
free and busn girded the mountaln's edge—the
aah, poplar, walnut, bireh, hemlock, cedar, butter-
pag, basiwood and beech—all strictly ladigenous
to toe scll and growing unsitended by any mor. |
ial band. Soch was tne line of march of
that gooa army; we c¢an weol  believe |
that even the oficers were forced 1o cut their |
Way onward through this wilderness wilh toesr |
Bwordas, As tuey advaoced the jeet of the men ;
wWere cut by the rock aod plerced with the bram.
ble, snd everywhere iney journeyed lithe and
polsonous eerpenta rose in iAeir path and dis.
puted thelr righc of way. At lasi, after many
hours of weary, painful apd almoss disbesrtening
marching, Avercromble reacted ibe poiut wuere
this litle village now is, and paused right over
there aoroas the siream, wolch be bad followed
all the way from Lake George to Ticonderoga. The |
fort e Was Wanling to besiege was only two miles |
AWAY.

LET THE READRR ADVasOR

. shend of the Eoglish armiy and see what 1a oeing |

done about the fort, In whoss earthworks thrown
8p housands Ol yards (rom the Wails Irownolog
Nish ADOvO Lake Champlain the French were ac-
uvely enpaged strecgiliening their works aod
Wirowing out uew, sitong and spearike abatiis |
Thelr movementa were concealed, aud the aimost
Impenetravie forest rendered iheir enemy lncds |
Ppable of correctiy estimating theur strengib. T
waa stiown Ly the fact tiat wouen Avercrombie |
Benht out au Eogllsh englnoer Lo ropuib conoera-
Iog toe fortifications be retaroed wilth Lie answer
that they wore very Wwoak, poorly maunned, |
aud  that e KEogish army ¢ould wvapture
them without any seriuns trouble or ereat |
loss of life. Out, then, irom the bordera of this
BOw rulted viliage Alorcrombie martneda his |
poldiers in ail the magniloence of milttary dise
piay. He did not walt for bls arsillery, slowly up-
proacting from wbne resr, Lut procesded conlls
doutly without It. Down tos natursi path that I
coun WoO from wy window as | winte the solalers
gontluucd Loei: sweady tramp onward, toe great
MBCOUree Ol so.diery makiog up A strange bus
W, uelug apeciagie. Tae army wae lormod In
Liree Loes—I(irst como 182 rangers, baitead wen
and Sho Light Infantry ; next wore We proviocias, |
marching With isat spaces Lotweea each rogi-
ment, Wl bellud thess (Lo regmince were
formad Lu voloaa,

Viamurriog up tae nieep promostory leadiog to

the fort, ana penetrating the denss thickness ef
the forest, they soon reachea thoe long line of earth.
works throwno up by the French ana guardsa by
the sharp sbatns, Sgeadily and wi'h the coolest
courage and precision the roglments are wheeled
Into lue. Nostotis Ored (rom benind ths earthe
works, aod all tbat can be scen I A0 O0CH-
#lvizal Fremch eap. The English sound the
#lgual for assault.  The instant , this e
given a line of blaziog fire Oashes from
beind the earthworks, Hondreds fail in death,
wnd e BEnglish, dushing maaly at the abattis, are
met wWith @ routd of canuot Shot Lhet, for We mos
ment, spreaas lestruction, terror awd panic
among their decreasing ronks,  Saplings are cut
asumler, 'rées crasn over thelr beads and the
carto seems crumbling undernesth thelr very feet,
In 4n loswant, however, 1he panic s over, tne ranks
nre fllled again and another dash ls wade npon
the works, Tne English become entingled to the
abgitls. They cin neltlier rotreat nor advance,
and ull tha while thia dreadiul gallivg fire
pours upon them from bohind the broastworks,
Logt to order, dispipline or evin consclousness,
the Secoteh 1lighlanders hack at the abattls, formed
of trees, with sharply poloted limbs, and try to
Hew thelr way ont with thelr broaaswords i valn,
One regiment of Higulanders alone loses
two-thirds of 1t men and twenty-five of
{ts officers. A few, more daring, free
tpemseives from ths  abattls, reach the
earthworks, only to be plerced to the bheart with
French buyonets. The Engish sull do wot yleld.
They hearyg only one command woen shey started.
1t wpa “advance."” Once more they formed their
shutiered lines. Two columns sharged to the
riyht, onother at the centre, o third upon the lers,
Another ernsh of small ayrms, snother burss of
cannonade, ana sgain hundreds bite the dust.
Abercrombie during all this carvage and blood-
sbhed wus | the rear, and it was only the cool
courage and wonderful bravery of Montealm that
inspired the soldiers to fuce such feariul odds, He
knew the moment the first charge was made that
the English had greatly underruted the strougth
of the ¥rench, and lelt tboreupon that he was
contending against hope. But yet no command
came irom Abercrombie to cease the slaughter,
Finally, the line being utterly disorganized, the
Eritish soldiers began firing upon eacn uther, The
havee was tlerribie, and all tbe while asteady
stream of fire poured from the French levies. At
lass regiment after regiment begun an indepeus
dent, unconcerted retreat, leaving 2,000 Jead
boaies npon the ground. The provinclals covered
toeir Might. The fght had waged far into tee
night, aud, as the Engitsh gutnuwbered the French
fourfold, the Iatter restralued pursalt on
count of the darkness, lsaw to-dsy the location
of the ground upon woieh this terrible battie
ensued,
now, but the Jomg, circoltous earthworks
of ihe French lines are distioctly murked
on toe landscape. They are located sumle
distapes (rom the fort, but In ready access 1o it,
A gully about five leet deep shows whore the
neaviest und most effective fAring was done, and
the location of the abatis cun bo plainly seen. I
saw Als0 & tree, a lurge ouk, standing i« . . n the
receding wslope, It marked the s s. be,oud
which Abercrombie could not approach, §-1
trom which e began uls retreat. It bore . | ae
bourd upon which was luscribed :—
- .,l.

$ ABERCHOMOIE'S DEFEAT,
Seiloosoane 3

; JULy 8TH, 1764, Loss 2,000,

Passing this blstorie gpot, clambering over th
helghts of the old French cartnworks und running
wlong thetr deep excavations, Fort Ticonderogs
appeared a little ways ahend of me, 1ts crumbling
ruing presepting s weird and pecullar impresslon,

o reach 1t | must descend into a lictle valley de- |

clning lakeward and alierward creep up the nigh
craggy prowmontory upon whieh It stands.
As | was going up the bill 1 came across
A direteh ol ground ®o strange in

was & cemelery, and that | was waiking over the
graves of bundreds of soldiers, whose memory a
huandrea years ago at tbeir burial was lorgotien,
and none of whom ever had a single stone to give
is pame to posterity, Here and there a little rot.
tiug piece of plavk woald be driven in the ground
at the f00% of some biuk of earth, but ia no in.

stance could any Inscription be found, A lstle |

turther up she hill I aiscovered a marble slab, It
bad been broken in twain by some rade hand;
its base was mussing while (ts top was lying fas
upon the earth.

It read as follows:—

OLD DADDY RICE.

0ld Isaae, or Old Daday, us every one used to oall |

bim when alive, had lor years snd years lived

auout the fort, And up o tha ume of Lis death nad |

ncted as guide to all Iis visitors, He was a plaln,
simple-minded, slivery hairea ola man, bornedown
with tue rheamatism asnd almost crushed by bis
years. He would take people aroand the place,
teil them much of 118 jormer ulstory, and aias|
eany & person relying apon woat Daddy told nim,
though the old man beilevea every word he ut.
tered to be as true as gospel, has falen 1uto
grave error and mistake. Daddy, while be lived,
was always bappsr, sod Il the old man's head

sometimes conceived incorrect ideas und reporsed |
things as troe which never bappened, Wils errors,

for the mos: part, were so palpavle that no stu-
dent of history could ve very wall misied by them.

| One day Old Daddy died, and they buried him

under the suadow of the ruins over which he had
clambered for almoat DAl & esntury., Some kKind
hand reared a plain white siab to his memory; but
other banda, rude and sacruegloos, have uroken

it, and 0o doubs Daddy's grave will soon ve lost to |

identification, as are the graves of mauy otbers.
FORT TICONDERGUA,

I passed through the cemetery—Iit has no fence
Abous lt—climbad o¥er ancther old breastwors,
went down Into a gully, eliber mde of whici was
walied up, und through It found my way inw Fors
Ticonderoga. The past bistory of the fort oan bo
camidy toid, Tc wWas bullt by the Frenen in 1780,
Abercromble, as just reiated, assaoitod its ave.
nues acd approcch o 1788, [t was captured Ly
Ambue:st In 1760, recaptursd vy Etban Alien in
1715, and evacuasted before Burpoyuoe by $t, Clar
in tue year 1777. Lis present raios tell thelr owa
meiapenoly story. Save a few portions of tae
sldes, which siand bere and there aloue, with
great intervals betweon them, it is slmpiy a con-
fused mass of moriar aud stone, piled up 10 irregu-
lar neaps. The old parade ground ln the cenire,
the barracks of the soldlers, the quarters of the
oflicera bave all been uestroyed. No one, frot it
present appearance, can tel bow It louked 1ou
Fears ago, All the underground passages and
covered aveuues nre elther entiraly or partisily
cloied np, oud LAOW N N KOMS IOAAACHS 006 Can

run jor @ litle cistancs along tuelr former himits, |

lus coursy s socn laserrupled by beaps of rubblsn
aod brokea rook.

Tuers 8 one spartizent, howover, pretty well
preserved. v m uudorgrouna, beiag archod uver-
Besd with sulld mssoncy, aud approached Ly fve

duferent sutranced, O Daduy ldee und several |

bistoriaus (uels: Wpon oalling this tue vakery ol
the sors  Llis b Hidiculous, not ouly on accosmt

ag- |

A pew growth of timber covers it |

shiupe !
ana  contour that 1 instipetively felt that 1t |

Mt.Defiance, a very highkill
supposed inaccessibleforcarniages
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of 1ts peculinr size and construction, but on ao-
connt of 118 immediate connection with all the
| old avennes leadiug to it underground. There
was Do necessity of buillding a bakery under the
carth's sariuce, and no one, 1 belleve, ever saw o
bakery with lour exiis and eotrances. Besides,
had it ever been o bLakery, the induence of neat
and smoke would even now Le seen upon Its cell-
ing and walls, widich 18 not the case. After creap-
ing throughn Its matn entrance on my hanas and
koees, | wund mysell in asolld fdreproof coms-
| partioent, thirty feec sguare, and avout fliteen
| nigh from the floor to the Keystone of 1te arcn. It
| was flled with lce sud spow, 4nd after Iy eyes
! bad become o lttle Mmidar with the derkness,
|

]

]

1 notlced the four entrances mentioned
above. 1 tried to crawl througn oach of
them, but sl were fllled up. From

their appearance, however, 1 feel sure that they
once leald to stairways, which m teelr turn lead
up to tie parade groumnd. [ was very partic-
ular in my lnvestigation, and am qulte sure that
this 14 the very * bomoprool' under which the
soldter made Lls escape alter snappiog his fusee
at Lolopel Ethan Allen, Everytling seems toln-
dicate that it 18 o bombproof, Studying the origis
nal gonstruction of e forg, 1 find that s bomb.
proof could only convenientiy be located i tius
place. We know ut least tnat there was
5 bombproof, and It 18 not lkely that
& bombproof would crumble to pieces before
& bakery. Aslde from iLis bombproof, or what-
ever it may have been, notulog else remalns in-
tact—every other thing has gone to & nnd
| ruin, Groplng my way from ths bombproofl I
clumbered up the sides of an ancient underground
pasgageway and gained the promoulory o which
| the furt stands. 1t cowmands & magolficent view
of Lake Champlain in both airections, Sweep-
lng tone outlook with & feld glais 1
conid see on the other side Hand's Cave—
the very ldeatical plaos where Etban Allen
mustered his eighty-three men, and irom which he
proceeded to crosa the water [or the capsure of
the fore. “=ld alto see Willow Polut, where he
landed, o vesgtarn shore, some distance Lo-
ward the 1y g440 1 visited tnis apol, and e wil-
1oWs Are grow.as there Suli—not e same wi-
luwa, of course, but willows of the same Variety.
It was here, on that memorable morning of May
10, 1778, that Allen, gathering nis valiaot
eighty-thres under Luo shade of the willows, sald
to them:—“Friends and fellow #oldiers,
you bave for & Dnumober of Yoars past
been & scourge and terror Lo arbiirary
power. Your valor bas been famed abroad and
scknowleaged, a8 appears by the advice and
orders to me from the General Assemnly of Con-
pecticut to surprise and take the garrison mow
| before us. Inew proposs to advance belore you,
and In person conauct you through the wieket
| gate, for we must this morning eituer guit cur
| presentions O VAIOF uF poSdess ourselves of this
| fortress lo & few mioutes; aod lnasmuol as It s
[ & desperste Attempt, which none but she bravest
| of men dare underiake, 1do wos urge it on any
| contrary o his will You ihat wid undertake
} voluntarily poise your fir¢locks.™
|

Every Green Mounsain boy poised his firelock,
and tne little band siarted 1n the direction of the
fort. | went over the sawe ascendluy ground,
and thougk there I8 no mark wow by which 1

| eouldlearn wtere she wicket gate stood,vestiges of
| the locasion of the sallyport remain where Allen's
Ite was saved by & sentinei’s gan missing fire,
Remaing of the covered way, " through whish
Allen rusbed iato the parade ground surrounding
the barracks, are also to be seen, and at the com-
ing Centennial, on Monday, wil be viewed witn
| great interest. I1looksd ln valn to Ond the spos
| wnere stood the commandant's quarters, before
the entrance of whicn Etban Allen demanded his
surrender “Io the oame of thoe great Jehovan
and the Continental Congresa™ Of evurse |
could loocate the place relatively, but not ome
beam or stone of the siructure can be idensifed,
though In trying to find 1t I bhave no doubt
were brulsed against much

that my feet
of the original mmterial wused Im  Ms
conastruction. After this has Dbeen sald

the fort, as It Is at present, may be regarded as
fully described. Toe great plies of stone, the ac-
cumulnted hesps of rabblab, and two or three
suattered walla staadiog Lere and there are ail
that remain of it} not oy any means sudclens to
remind one what it once Was.,
THAE ALLEN CENTEXNIAL

All the places 1 have deacribed, the route over
wiich I have just joarnejed, ithe scems of Abers
crombie's deleat, and the rajlos of toe old tori, are
to o8 Visited agsin LY the many bundreds wuo,
oo Munday uext, will gather to this Little village
10 celebrate the centennisi of Allea's caplare of
Ticonderoga. The citizens of the plice have ads
dressed the [ollowing card 10 the puble:

CARD,
{ Fuixyos—~Owing to onif very disastrous fire, whieh re-
| duged to asbes alinost 1he enlire basiness POrtna of our

| viiiage. retanding Lusluads poarsuis aod making us foel |

aur, our Centannial Uommities have round it wholly
mpractioatle aud 1moossibie W emamﬂ thie origaial
rogramme_firopcsed to Commamaraia the capture of
fn 1ort by Ethan Ajlen. iut tuere has boel akprossed,
&t bome and abioad, such & uu,ln‘u oL Hle morat t
da
tur

wiat we, mambars of Post Alired Wesd, G, A R,
simple progranme, wolcomnlig ali comras
Il’tl

4 il guess

A = the exer-
elwan ol The da T 1o KL WHO mAY st
Inking wto gmpu-lugru-m o Wmiterd mesns and ihe
shart thae In which to make Rrralgeivents we can only
Brepare mbios and a8k you W jolkn 08 i & graaa gnion
A
PiL I See hereby tnvited to attend the one handreath an.
nivorary of e capiare of Yort lleonderowa, May LA
¥776, by Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Hoys
Foltowins the deho of “thesho thar was heard around
thie world™ wont gul & velas fron §leenderoga
Qdrs Ag0 of the dav we celsbrate, which carrled wrro
0 the b-arug thie fowe of uhlf' lurl:;!.un_nrl. Lot u
[t Welaory of that volee,
g lrllnl ALF ko
Ticowprmoaa, N, Y. April 3, 475

The [oiluwing 18 Lhe Programme (—
“Ta the name of the “:"" :e.h_:glu aod the Continental
o i

an,
4 FEUAR ALLEN .
o CENTENN AL ’

at
TICONDENOGA,
!nur.m I.‘nu I, |~r1.1m e
murang the caplice o r
“mu.uaun.l‘wul' hXsRUIdE>,
Sunrise=fHovell -Osmg“uin:'d yuns
1 vellie o huads
iuln'kl o‘orou-nuwpum ol luvitea gussis by Pom
Allred Waed.
1k welok—Oanso |dation of organized bodiea ssa re
viow, dder conpans of Jenoral Ao,
12} v'oin b= Hulrualintonts < Fieme

AFTRAAOOX,
g o'olovk. = Mormation of llue—organizations and altl-

suhs
¥ 0'oloos=Frosesslon moved tu tort grounds over the
route taken by Biban allen, May i, 4Te, u u"nwn

|
i “Hh.*:l‘wu;-.ﬂ 3:?’“.“4.“‘ bands

1oour dULY W take the matter 1 hand, present
snil Asstat to the Ught of our abUlLy In maain

My dh A

¥ “mwau'nll.y. |

s 0w

Musie,
Addpesses by prominent men.

Music,
Grand parade and military tactios
ltanks E:ukrn and pluces of spreial (ntoress visited,
Escortiug ot gueats to cars ind boats.
PARTING SALUTE.

Among the many prominent people 1o be pres-
ent may be meniloned the names of Governor
Tilten, of New York: Goveruor Peck, of Vermont,
and ex-Governor Stuart, of the same State, who
will furnish the oration of the occasion. LEvéry-
thing promises an immensa concourse of people
and exercises of the wmosgt extraordinary interest,

THE NATION'S JUBILEEL.

THE GEEAT CENTENNIAL RALLY AT STEINWAY
HALL—EXHIBITION OF THE GREAT TERES OF
CALIFORNIA AND OUR LUMBER RESOURBCES,
The great Cenienoial meeting to be neld as

steinway Hall on the 22d of this month promises

tobe & decided success. Among the promiment

speakers on that occasion will ve Mr. William M,

Evarts, Judge Van Cott aud other distinguished

citizens who have ldentified themselves with the

patrivtic unaertuking. Admission will be by
tiekets, to be bad on application to the Executive

Committee, aud it 18 cxpected that all tne great

commerclal sud financlal bodles of tue iy, the

Clhismber of Commerce, the Prounce Exenange,

thy Stock Exchange, &, will be fully represented,

The meeung will be an admirabie medium of ex-

pressiug tne views of the commerclal and finso-
¢int world concorning the neeas of the Centenmial
Al the part New York intends tu taxe ot the ex-
Pnt-ltlo‘n. 1t I8 expected tnat this meeting will
argely enhance the intereat in tho Centennlal
swong all ¢lasses of the comimunity.

THE RECEPTION OF NKW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND
MERCHANTS—A GREAT CATHERING OF LEAD-
ING CAPITALISTS.

PHILADELPHIA, May 7, 1875
The reception to she merchants of New York
and New Engiand on Tuesday next by the mer-
cnauts of Palladeipnia, for the purpose of aronsing

interest in the Centennial and visiting the grounds |
for she Exhibilion, av Falrmount Park, will be |
worthy evens, It will e & larger gathering |

a
of t capilalistsa and merchacts shan bhas ever
sssembled in this ciiy. The preparations for it
are on o mammoth scalo. The guesta (rom New
York and New Epglacd alone will be one hundred
in number; from the leading merchunts’ houscs
they will come over from New ‘York ina speclal
train provided by the FPresidemt of the
Pennsgivania Raliroad Company, which will take

tnem direct to toe grounus as Falrmount, and will |

|
]

MECKLENBURG.

The Genuine and the Apocryphal Decla- l
rations of Indep:zndence.

ARGUMENT OF DANIEL R. GOODLOE.

| The Certifiente of John McKnitt dlexunder— |

Proofs of Spurivnsuess.

-

CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THE CONTROVERSY, :

Wanrnkxron, N. C., May 2, 1875

| To yam EDITor oF THE HERALD:—

| Tne “Declaration of Independence,' winch pur-
| ports to have been made by the people of Mecklen-
| burg county, Surth Carolina, May 20, 1775, 18 nos
| universally received as genuine; while another
| declarntlon, put forth by the same people on the
| 3lst day of the same month and year, (& ammitied |
| on all hands to be wiat (1 elalms 1o be—tue proom |
of 1t genuineness vemng printed copies, found 1o
severil econtemporary newapnpers, published in |
Charieston, New 1ork ana  Hoston, Oneof these |
newspapers, the New York Journal, for the year |
19775, wis in the possession of the late Mr. Peter
Force, and was donbticss embraced 1 the vast
historieal collection sold by bhis exscutora to the
Congress Library avout five years ago. Tue most

| matertal of this series of resoives of May 31 way be !

seen in tnis New York Jowrnalof June 20. They |
were found by Mr. Force alout the year
1536, and were republished by bim o his }
“American Archives,” ana [ belleve also In
the newspapers of that any. In 1847 Mr. Bancrofr,
while Minister to England, obtained o copy of the
whole series, twenty in number, from the Britisn
state Paper OMee, They were found preserved in
the South Carolina Gazefte of June, 1775, and slong
with thein, a copy of the note of the roval Gov-
ernor Wrignt, of Georgly, to the Barl of Dart-
mouth, Becretary of State, transmitting the “ex. |
traordinary resolves by the people in Chariotie.
town, in Mecklenburg ecounty.” No historical
event, thereiore, can be establilahed on more «atis- |
Iactory proofu than those on wuich these Meck.
lenburg resolves of May 31, 1775, areé seen to rest, |
But in the course of ity years, among & peonle so |
little adaicted to writing, printing and publishlog |
| u8 thoae of North Caroliug, sll printed evidenee of |
‘ this memorable event, so nonorable to the peopla |
of the county, ani of the state, hnd been loat to
the publie view; aud, worst of all, the original
manuecript records of the Connty Committes of |
Safety, whieh lssued the resolves, wers de- |
stroyed by fire, in April, 1800, with the house of Mr,
John MgKnitt Alexander, 1n whose care they were |
placed. Taese resoives are eigned “by erder of |
the committee, Epn. Brevard, Clerk of the Com- !
mitiee” |
THE DISCOVERY OF THE M'ENITT ALNXANDER DEC- |
LARATION. |
From the date of the destruction of these rece
| ords, in April, 1800, until avour she year 1845,
| when Mr. Force lound four or flve of the prineipul |
| resolves, with the preambile, in the New York
Journal, as above expluined, they were entirely
loat gight of, and were only treasured, with the
atirring events by which they were accompanted,
in the facing memories of a-few veuerable pa- |
trioss, who particlpated in or witoessed taom. It |
was io this long, ovlivious interval vetween the
publication of the resoives, May 31, 1775, and their
aiscovery by Mr. Force, amid the heaps of news-
puper files be had gatnered from every part of the |
country, that the paper known as the Mecklen-
burg Declaration,” of May 20, of the ssme year, |
| made 1ts app The gh Reglster, of |
| April 30, 1819, foriy-four years after the event, |
first pablished 10 the world this pretentious paper,
nccompanlied by what purporis to ba the repors

county ef Meckleaburg, Tuess proceedings are

/put forth in the usual form and dated May 20, 1775,
Avram Alexander's Dame appears as chalrman,

and that of John MeKnitt Alexander as secretary.

resolutions gald to be adopted are in form and |
substance an absolute and lLirevocaole “Declara. |

| tion of Independence,' and cmbrace many of the

clharacteristic forms of spescli with which the put- |

lte 1s famillar as the lapguage of the American

make toe distance (rom New Yorkin one bour aud Declaration. Antedating, as the Mecklenburg

foriy winutes, the !astest time cver wads ontre
road, The vimtors will be received at the grounds
by cthe Plisdelphia merchants and cobducted

ovVer the grounds, aiter wnich tnere will be a col- |
| whether Mr. Jeferson, the autbor of the latter
document, had been gulity of plaglarism, and how |
1% happened tnat neither during the Revolutionary |

lation at Belmont, with speeches of welcome,
sod & history of the Centennial move-
ment, witn Interesting Informailon abous 1ia
presens condition.

BUNKER HILL.

ACTION OF THE NEW ENGLAND SOCIETY IN RE-
LATION TO THE ANNIVERSLADY,

On the occasion of the sixiy-ninid annual mees-

log of the New Kogland Boewety, which was heid

at Vslmonico’s on Lo 23d day o) December, 1874,

it was unanimously resoivad, “that 1t
be referied to thé Board of OMm-
cers 1o consider what meaos, I any,

snould be taken to unite in the celebration of the
hondredth anniversary of the battle of Bunker's
Hull, on the 17th day of Juaoe, 814" The
Board of Ofllcers, in accordance with tho resola.
tion, have now determined to participate ln tho

and celebration Lo tuke place 1 Boston on that

Ay, snd, at tneir ISt meeting, appointed
the (oliowing named gentlemen to serve as mem-

bers of A Lemmitted o1 Arrangements:—Hou.
Isaac H. Batey, Hon. Denjauiin Poelps, Daniel
en, Jabn T.

F. Appleton, L. B. Wyman, Willism
Deuny and L. P. Hubbaro., Last evenlug i spectal
meeting oi the soglety was held at Delmonico's,
Ar, Jasue H, Bailes in the coair,

uvolouel E. L. fiaul offerea tohe following resolu-
1100, WDIGn Wal adopted i—

Resolved, That wo accept the escort tondared by the
“0id Guard" the siom of our pr d trip to
Bosion on the ITth of June.

un motion of Mr, Begjamin E. Phelps, seconded
by Alderman O. P, C, Bullogs, an aaditional ooin.
pitiee of aseven wWere appointed 1o Qo-
gperate  With tie commities already wse-

ted, Tae members of ihe  Saclety
who propose pariicipating ln the eelevration, sud
who have not us yet signified their lutention to do
KO, 4T0 requestgd to neet al the store of Olver
Ditsab, No, 711 Hromawny, et iour o’ciock on nexs
Tuesday sfteravon. The members ol the joins
commirtes will mes: At tHQ same place, s the
same hour.

PRESENTATION OF COLORS.

Tbe Twenty-second regiment became the wiliing
guests lasy evenlog of ‘he ladles counected with
the Lady Wasuington Depariment of (he Homao-
patlile Mospital Falr. Previous to the flual closing
of she (air 10 was aeemed & good ldea by the lady
manigers to place & maguilicent: stand of colora

ol exnibition, 10 be uonsted Lo the regiment ou-

talniog Lhe MOt Yores, at the rate of §1 & vote,
Lant evening tho regiment, soder commund of

Colonol Josina Porier, us I ot the Armory in

| paper does, by more than a year, the deciaration
made at Pluladelphla by the American Congress,
ita appearsnce A&t ouce ralsed thé questions

t €ra per subsequentiy, up to the year 1519, no one

. out of North Carolina had ever seen or heard of

| this staruing manifesto.

| taln.

Fourteenth wstrest for the purpose ol receiving |

e ssana of colora they nad thus gulanty wou,
Toe reginient was formed ou three soed of o
square, Judge Joun H. Brady, wuo had been
sawoted by tne ladlea a8 Loeir »Pp Keswal, Then

stgpped  jorward  and a8 Dest  sposcn
reBented  Ewo colors=botlh  State  and
nited Stales—acoompatiied bF & Ul wet

ol reglinental gudous. dolonel Porter responded
on nelsil ol s reglment, gratefuly thankiog the
ladies connected wite the Ialr, Judge trads, their
Fopresontative, aiid the ieods of (o® reglwent in
ghoarnl for their kinduess. Tee regiunon: was
then dismissed, sud 10 A 0w midutes afterward
the “Defendams" and tneir foid irlonds were en-
Juying themselves ' dapoing. Gilmore's flne
band 0 mixey dee proces Jurnisied tee mase in
oxvellent atyle.

SHOOTING AFFRAY.

Magnus Kirg, a satlor oo board the steamsbip
Erlo, receaily srrived (rom Liverpool, weni wish
Gparty v (ollow tars Loto the Dgaor salvon, No. 3u8

West street, ywsie:day aiterness, sud béjan
dijukiog: A dldpaie s00n drose  ald a
fighe  ensuna, in  the scume ome or

toe men drew & revoiver and digharged
IS LWice, One O tne bulie ontériag the abouider
of Kirth, Pldsiug tarougn 14 wod odging Ia us
vARl, WO uviner grazing K4 ueck. ltmeciately
aiter tha ANOOTILE the party separated, #il of the
saliuras loaving the swoon excepting Kk, who
Wis taken o Whe Kiclith preducl aiation nouse

Aud bad DA lur.es dresscd by Police durgeon
.I‘l'ﬂ-‘i:"’ e ln“u‘ toea n-uvn’u hmtmmi-

| JOHN ADAMI ON THE MECKLENBURG DECLARATION,
| It wassoon republished itn M nosetts, and |
met toe eye of ex-President John Adams, Toe k-
fect was to rekindle the fires of youihiul patriot-
ism In his venerable breast, lou letterto Thomas
Jefferson, who was also on the Presidential retired |
s, the enthusinsm of the suge uf Quincy over the
discovery was only equalled by hia amazement.
| How had be falled to meet with It In that erisis of
| the Revolution® And would he notbave made the
halis ofvongress echo e stirlog sentiments® How
could it have escaped the cvbservatiom of all the
earnest advocates of independoncs In Massachu-
seils, |o Virginia, aud other States? He would
nave had 1t pubdlisled ln every whig newspaper on
the Coutinent, &e. sSuch, ln snbstance, were the
emotions of enthualasm lusoired by tois “Meck.
lenvurg Decisration of Independence” of May
20, 1775, in the mind of Mr. Adawms. In bis first
Istter to Mr, JoTerson on thia mubject, la June,
1§10, he mapifcets an uomistakable readiness to
beileve 1n the geani of the d nt, out
not without an expresslon ol his sisazeinent that
it pever before saw tue light. The rzader wno ia
familiar witn the history of the tWo SIAtesmen—
of wbeir early irieauship, tueir subsequent rivairy
and atenatipn, and, still (ater, wien tbe political
batties of lle were at an end, of their uot too cor
dial reconcillatioa—caunot [nll to detoet in this
letter of Mr. Adoms a degree of ldrking satisine-
tlon at the 1nought what his succesalal rival would
wince under the implied iImputation of plagiare
lam, which the document, Uf genuine, would sus-
Tuat shis was bis feeling 1s maailest from o
letter to Willium Bentley, writien ‘n July follow-
ciag, in whiza e saye that Mr Jefarson “must
have sepn 1t, In the \ime of it, for he Das cupled the
npleit, (be souse and the expresslons of 14 eerdas
tirn Into his Declaration of the 4th of July, 1770,
But o montn later Mr. Adates bad chacged uie |
wind, a8 uppears (rdm a lecier datod Angust 21, to
the samio gentleman, ID wihich be says, 1 cannot |
bellove that they (the rescladonn) were known to
oue wember of Uongress on the 4th of Jaiy, 1770,
Eitoer tOese resolulicis are a piagiariam irom Mr,
Jemarson's Duclaration of Independence, or Mr.
Jeiforson's Daclaration of ladependeuce 1s a pli-
Blariaw from those resolutiond 1 could ns sovn
beliove LAt tho dozen fowers of bydranged Low
vefura my eyos wera toe work of chance as timt
tne Meckienvurg resoiutions ana Mr. JefMerion's
Declaration wern potd Jurived the oce Lom ibhe
other." Mr. AdMuR, loereiors, regarded tha
vMecklenburg Leciaration” ke wpurious, sinoe he
could not Lelevo that it hod Lesa seen by ooe
member of Congrase on the éin of Jaly, 1774,
MR JEFFERION'D POSITION,

Mr. Jefferson wam doubtions a8 muoh annoyed as
Mr. Adams sntiolpated, and ro lied to the latter
10 one of his treachunt letters, 1n which he pointed
out many rues tenaing to prove the docoment to

| bo apuricus.  This orrespondelicd was nos wate

PrL.I0 until AbOUL Siie your 1AD0, iour yoars after

the deatn of those eminent mon, which
ocourred | slmoitaneously ou  Joly & 1899,
Al eugry coniroversy lmmediately eprung-
up, Aod every Norsh Carolinlan et

bound o windloate the genvinenoss of tne

“Mockienburg Doolaration,” wiile the srdent ad- |

mirers of Jeffer on Woie prons 1o be {neredaious,

. Ou the coe side ere the Rojomb easeverations of

& huwver of swhe mout reapociable men o tho |
| Svate, who declored thas tusy wers Presont in | inemoss of e S0th

! ments will be polnsed out in the proper plage.

of procesdings of a public meetiug of delegates |
elected by the several captalos' companles of the |

. of the quarrel.
| Busp

Charlotte, sne connty t0wn of Meckienoury, on i
20th of May, 1776, and of others hat it waain May,
or &t least prior to July 4, 1778; that & declaration
of independenes of Great Britaln was madd
aod rdopred; that a4  revolutjopary gove
ernment Was  eatabilshed; thut men wers
appointed  to  eollect arms and  smmoni
ten, aod thad 3 mesfeénger was sppolated ta

| convey the procesdings of the meeting su she Con-

gress then sitting as Paygdelp The people of
North Carollos who koew thess veaerabie patriots
eould not ana cannot donbt shat shey spoke the
trath 1o (he bess of thelr Knowledge and beliel 1
Wikl Impossiulo Thes #O mauny ood men should
couspire to INVEnt of to sustain @ gigantic Uopod-
ture or o fraud of any kind.
THE MARKS OF EPURIOUaNEES.
On the other side were sthe marks of spurious-

. neEs wivendy atluded to—the suspielons poiats of

resemblanee to the immortal Declaration of the
American Cougress, coupled with puerllities of
which u an of seuss and education would be ia-
capable; the inersdible siatement that absolate
and wrevocable jodependence could have been
dectared tn Norin Carollus in 1775, and sens by
exXpress 1o Pluladelpiie, sod yet toat the starting
fact nevar catne Lo the knowledge of apy momber
ol the American Congress, or o auy one, so far ad
can L@ ascertained, outside of the lmitea cirels
of those getually present; that, 43 was allegod by
ité eariler delenders (und by its latest, AMr.
Wheeler), I¢ was prioted In the Cape Fear
Meroury, and sent in that journal by the
Roynl Governor, Martin, to the Hritlsn govern-
mens, bat thas 1t fadded to awaken any sepsa-
tion om that side of the Atlantie, and than
nll trace of it has been lost, These are forgldas
ble and, to the minds of dizlnterested persons,

| fwtal objections to the geouninencds of the “Megk-
| lenparg Decluration’ of May 20, 1775; wod there

are otiers to be stated, which the Inquiry has de-
veloped, equaliy and some of them even more
irreconcilabie with the asseried valldity of thas
document,

GOOD FAITH OF THE WITNESSES,

But I would have no one imagine that in heid.
ing this agdverse opinion I for & moment doubd
the entire good faith of all the witnesses whose
certificates and letters wero sccured by the
friends of the *Declaration.” They bore teski-
mony to the reallty of an event which had oe-
corred from forty-five to fifty-ove years before
thelr seversl statements were written. 119 fm-
possible that they eonid do more than recall the
more siriklog circumstances, 'The day of the month
and the language employed in a string of resolu-
tions nre not among the salleat facta, But »
genera! notlon of whal wns done and the names
of the principal actors who figured on the oo
cuslon are the things that would be remembered.
Aguln, the witnesges speak of geveral meetingt
preliminary to the main ope, and their contra.
dietory statements a4 to wWho took the lead 1o
what each seqims to regard us the prinelpal event
shiow that their ialling powers of memory Tre
called oifferent days. These contradictory state-
Is
wili appear that the powera of recollection of thé
witnesses were forestalied, and, thereby, prob-
avly imposed on, by the very lact that the publl-
cation in the Haleigh Register, which tooy wera
cailed on to verify, suggested the day and the

| names of the ofMoers of the meeting. It will also

be shown that the two witnesses—Captain Jack
and the Rev, Mr. Comming—who gave their state-
ments at the earliest dates—viz,, in 1619—withous
the opportunity of refreshing thelr memories,
or of having tham Lmposea on by the
publieation in the Register, could mnot give ine
date of the meeting and gave otber names than
those set fortn in Mr. Alexander's repost as toe
leading characters or aciors. Floally, it will be
shown that Mr. Alexander himseif adwitted io
writing that the paper which passes jor tine genu-
ioe “Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepeadence,'
of May 20, 1775, was written by him from memory
in 1800, ¥IX months after the original was de-
@troyed by fire, and twenty-five years alter i@
date! This fact aione proves to a dsmonsirasion
that all the witnesses who bore testimony to the
genuineness of the “Deciaration” were betrayed
{nto an error by having seen the pimuolated docu-

ment.
THE GENUINE DOCUMENT,

In view of these facts, It 1 lortuaate for the
good psme sud famne of the county eof Meckiea-
burg that the genulpe documens has been rescaoed
yrom the oblivion im whion it lay buried for
sixty yoars. Thanke to the research of Mr. Force

and Mr, Bancroit we Lave Dow [Oor many Jears

had possession of the smenuiue Meckienburg re-
solves, woich, to sil practical lntents, was a finali
severance of the tle which bound the people to
Great Britain, though It was not quite thatim
form. 'The people of Meckienburg are entitied to
the imperishable honor arising from the fact that
{heir ancestors were the frssto cut loose from
all dependence on the mother country and to take
the most navanced step In the direction of lude-
pendence, in the year 1775, The event I8 worithy
tobe kept In perpesusl remembrance. At ibe
same time it is due to Lruth o say that the pecple
of no part of the Unioa risked so mach and dared
%0 muen in the cause of lberty, prior to 1776, a8
those of Massachusesis. Her Suffolk county reso-
jations of September, 1774, Which Were in subd«
stance acopted first by the other counties, and
then by the Proviocial Cengress, deded and cwsts
off British authority in the presence of & formdd-
sble British army. They declared open fesisiance
to sach of tne British officials as ackoowledged
their obilgation 10 obey and enforce the several

| asts of tne Hrislsh Parliament by wuich the

port of B was 4, the chartea
of the colony aiterad and fagitions viola-
tors of the lawa pr and scr d rom
trial, A recelver goneral for the Proviuce was ap-
pointed oy the Proviacial Congress in the foliow-

| ing winter to take oharge of the revenues, sod

provision was made for the reorganization of she
miiitis, sabject to the control of the Congress ahd

| independon’ of the Crowa, Yet, along with these

delensive ieasures, resulting In actual war,
there was @ cerialn degres of verbal respecs
RuOWD to the Britlsh governmest, and especially
to the King. The courss pursaed by Massachas
selts A% tuld ime was similar to the nullification
pians of Bouth Carolina in 1884 which contelx
piated foreible resistance to what was regurded w
uncoustiiutional laws and maladminietration,
weile obedlence was to be yielded I8 all olher
respects. The Meoklenburg resoives of May 31 are
more i0 the uature of a secession irom Al Intess
course imd connection with the motaer country,
LUT BOE WILI0GL AT ere to the possibla adjustment

All British law and salbority wae
ded: ao independent, ihough Semporary,
governwens was sel up, 10 contiuve in force
uatll & more permacent one snowd be establiahed
by the Provinecisi orf Continental UJongress, and
subject to the will of these bodies until Grest
Hritain abonld absudom Ler arblsrary polie)
toward tue colonivs.

SOME REMAREADLE DISCRRPANCIES.

If wo muppuse the paper 10 be genaine, by
whieh It appodrs that the peopic of Metkianbury
deciared Indepondence on the 20th of May,
and cunstitatod tho delegates prosent o mill
sud Civil goverameut of the county, It follows
necassarily, that their seif-consututed oligareny
Was uVerihrowo on toc 316t of the same month by
tius Commitien of Saleiy, whieh on that day, W
may bs sool In the TFesoiTed quoied ob the pre
coding page, orderda ali eleotlon of military aad
civit uilionra Lo AL the identical places sud to pes
jorm the dautied whioa the mwodest mea o
the 90ba nad lwposed on themscives. And wity
o Wgn A Band did she comimivies Aoy, W
appaurs from the rosolves, that they withheM
iy, Oven Lhe SIENLOSL recogoition of ther pred
ecessora of the 20th or of thelr trunsessdsatiy |m
porvauy “Deciuration of Indepesdence,” and of
the miiary govornmoent witch they establiahed
on that day. IThe resolves of May 31 belng Indis
putibly genuins 1t I8 lcoumosnt on the Advoodte
of the 20t of May papers to explain tols very ex
iraordinary omtssion. Tuey are expocied aiso b
Accunnt 107 1A equally strangoe discrepancy whiel
exista botween Lue two documents, 10 that thw
une eATLONt In date declares AL 100
#UCH ALl PETPOIBAl separation rom Great Britaia:
while the uthier, only eleven days sabsequeatly,
merely shapends Bertiah 1aws ‘ﬂ

comieinplates | e possiiiiity
gianen, 1t fullows, :n‘n

Y
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