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NEW YORE HERALD, THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1875—~QUADRUPLE SHEET,

MECKLENBERG ~ CELEBRATION.

THE CENTENNIAL POEM.

The following poem, written for the ‘‘Centennisg |
Anniversary of the Mecklenourk Declarstion of
Inaependance,” will be read oy L anthor, the
Bav. J. H. Marua, of Georgis:—

A nundred years bave passed away

Bince in the loveiy montn of May,

Opon ths 8pot where now we stand,

There met a 0old, devuied band |
©f patriots, moved Wil Digh resolve

Che gailing unton to dissolve

fBat bound them Orst to England’s might
ADd carsed tne lund with withering blight
in common with thelr oretarsn, they
Were bowsd Denesth oppression’s aWay,
With burning Jove of country fired,

Wb zeal for Liverty lospired,

rhelr [NDEPENDENCE tney deciared,

ADd with heroic cuarage dared

To brave the power, the wrath and hate
DI tuss lmperial, lordly State.

Phey Quog their banner to the breess,
Defied the mistress of iDs S2A8,

Caat off the voke of Lyranny,

And |n the name of iiberty

Prociaimed that they of right should be

A Soverelgn Commonwealth snd frea

No empiy boas: was this and vaim;

rte cause of Freedom %0 maintaln,

Fo triomph in the coming sirife

Ihey pledged their FonTuns, Howom, Lo

Oreat act! berolc and sobhime,
Distinguished in the course of time,
A nobie scene, a bright event,

roat vlaged scrosa toe Continens,
And tarew its radlant peams alar,
Precursor of approaching war,

When England, roused to ire, should pear
Her armies on this westarn shore,
ABd deek, ik llom, to devour

Foea hostile 10 her rule and power.
Already nad the sword been drawa
Oa Coneord’s greea and grassy lawng
Already were tne verdani piains

Of Lexington bedewed with atalns
Of erimson gore, LY MArtyra aked,
‘Who for the sake of (reedom Dled;
And soon from Bonker Hill the soand
©Of battie shopld be echoed roond,
Amnouncing to a @azng world,

The die was cast, the fag unfaried
Toal shonld conduct te vietory

The valiant sons of liberty,

Wno from the Britist Crown should wrest
This splendid empirs of the west.

Deep calleth unto deep, and now,
From Soutoern lips weni forih & vow,
Responsive to the Northern ery,

To live as freemen or te dle.
Virginia, lofty apd sedate,

Her sons assemblea for debate,
Displayed s spirit brave and fres,

A hatred of all tyranny.

Her Henry, with his tongus of &re,
And words that stlll our seuls Laspire,
‘With Sashing eye and towering form,
AS ane that guides and rales toe storm,
fheo native rigncs of man prociaimed,
‘With burning eloquence exclatmed,
While iUsteners baard, with bated broath,
“To me give liderty or deata | "

Toe Oarolinas were aflame,

‘With srdor to toe confiict came,

And joloed thelir sister colonles

In sirugguing for their lberties

Bui none as yet had gone 8o mar,
Alwveough involved in open War,

The great, the migh'y deed to dare,
ADd INDEPENDENCE TO DECLARE.

Thus zealous province led the way,

An sct we coebrate to-day.

Her sons aross against tbe Crown,
Assembled in ihis rising towa

& henor of the Juneen »o named,

And bere, fa councll, they procisimed
Thelr colony & Sovereign State,

From England free and separssa.

By them this nobie deed was dona,
Yhey boldly cressed the Robloom,
Rebelled against the British throme,
Bet op o standard of their own,

New laws and institations made,

And rulers of their choloe ocbeyed,

This was the civie gun Orst Ared,

ita sound ail pasriot hearts inspired,
Apd swiltly porpe Ly winds slong

It moved the weak and made them etreag.
I8 feil witn terror on she ear

Df royal piacemen, far and near.

They saw the aark and thresseniog clowd,
Ihey beard tne distant \nunder loud,
Ana, trembiing at the sound and sight,
They refuge sought in hasty dight,

Ths t1a1009 passed beyond the sea,

The patriot ery of liverty

Resoundeq throngh the Britiad tales,
Exeitiag apzry frowas of smiles,

1w rolling ecnoes died away

Woare monarchs roled with troa sway.

u—

Turoughout the Western Hemiaphere
Ra-ecioed what was acted here,

e rlorious news of this evens
Hectrified the Continent.

It reacted he men In Conavess WY,
Who, Gired oy this examsie ses,

And gumed by 11 prilliant Nghe,
Arome 1n purpose "o the heighs

¥ the eccasion great, subiime,
Daequaltied Is ol previons time,

ABRd witn united voice de reed

e coldhies Tom Kogland freed,

Ko unger bousd by legal band

Cute tae syrant mosher lang,

PBut dencefortn they of rignt should by
ATATES indepeudent, soversign, free!
Tois was Lhe gr=a’, the crowning fust,
The grand, sublime. heroiz art,

That troke the chiains of slavery,
Endowad eur land with Uiberty,

ADnd gave ante toe nation hirth
Among the Kingdoms of the earth
Bus while those glants wa sppiaed,
With grateful joyis) peans iagd

The names of Frank'in, Jeferson,

D Hancuck., Adaras, Witnerspnonm,
ABd ) who signed that ‘amonus scroll
And formed the Lrighs, immortal rofl
W pairiots, heroes. statesmen, sages,
Remowed through all the fatore ages,
Lat us with gratitude repay

Tuelr prototypes of sariler day,

The amall but putristic band

Whao first of all throughont toe lnad
A lormst declaratinn framad

And to thetr lsllow men procialmed
TFoeir ressiution to ne [reg y
the ol the cost might ‘Q-

Feat 121 bold aet wou'd seed defenoce,
it meny years might some sad go,
Taat sirecmas of rate! biood mignt flaw,
Ere Euglacd should ner grasp reieass
ADq ihey shonld reediom win and peace,
Tne decd was o

A. & pionge they gave,
Mecoming patriete 1o At hiave i
Fuet gioser Unsad, witn hooks of steel,

Came ife or aeas MI® Wus or wenl,

Thear wanla 1oz tr fiangd or fell,

AnG smorifiss Saolr eerTniy g

Foetd and Barts, i
Resound in avery tand and ciltae.
Bt oratorse ths &61 prosisite

Anid celebracs 115 nuoie i,
Jat niatory, from aee to ugs !
Befes ths stary on ber pags,

With tonros and pen, in srose and verse,

The grond, LeToio scrny rehoarse

L2t kpowindge ol this great event

Go ferih to svery contipeut,

Lot Bl nod waves the tdings bear, |
$o overy shora the naws dociars,
Theougduut the eprin, euch haminphere, |
Fublish the desd enacied bere, |
Let distan! times and agny trace ]
Their rghts and eedom 10 Lol plass l
Tt S0DOrE EOITIMORS TVRS,

dund sunlime

it

A OURIOUS REVOLUTIONARY HANDBILL.

Below is & fac-simile of s handbill said to have been distributed in North Ohrolina previous to the year 18C0. It is the oldest publication of the Mecklenburg Declaration of
Independence of May 20, 1775, yet discovered in print. Ii bas been stated that it was issned immediately after the adjournment of the Provincisl Congress; but, judging from the
elaborate bordering, the style and variety of type, old printers agree that it conld not bave appeared until about the end of the last century, All the type used in the original form is
declared to be of American origin, whereas all printing during and immediately following the Revolution was from type seat from Great Britaln. Joseph Johnson, in tresting of the
traditions snd reminiscences of the American Revolution, sttaches great importance to this little bandbill. He maintains that it must be a reproduction of the three fixst resolutions in the
original Declaration of Independence, and that as these three alone treated of the total upnntionjmni the mother country, it was of the firs# Imporiance that they should be widely
cireulated and readily understood. Colonsl Polk, ha says, read the six resolutions from which those in the fac-simile are taken to the peopls of Mecklenburg from the steps of the Conrt
Houss, on the morning of the 20th of May, and he, therefore, considers it impossible to.dcnht their genuineness and autbenticity.
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And lsod this sction to the skies,
For here, of all th» spots on earts,
The patrios finds the place of birih,
Whers Liberty her course begam,
Toe priceiess gift of beaven to man.

A bundred years have passad away,
Ring out the joyous beils Lo-day,

ADd jet them paal & merry chime

In nonor of the olden Ume,

Let acciamations rend the alr,

Lat songe be sang by women falrs

L2t tanners, fage and streamers gay
Their waving. floating folas display.
Lat bands of men wilh martial tread,
limseendanta of the pohle dead,

| Parade and march, encamp around,

And biveusc on this hallowed ground,

| Let straine of musie tortil the soul,

The surring drom its echoes roil

© WY blast of trampet [onae resoand,

Andg epread the fame of fresdom round.
With salvos of aruilery

Procisim the praise of liberty,

With gratafal henrt and chearfal volze
Lt ol be happry and rejoice.

With wiid suzza and jnPiui shont

| And glaa, tnomphant Lips ety onl,

And raise 10 neaven, with one sceord,
A load Bossnns to the Lord,

Exuit with spirits high sad tree

On this Centennisl Junilea

SONG OF MARION'S MEN,

Our band s few, Lut true and tried,
Our leader frank and bola:

Tee Hritiah soldist trombies
Woen Marioa's name |5 wold,

Our fortress i the good gresnwond,
frar tamt whe cypross tree

We know the ‘orest round ue
AN HeAmeEn Know ths sey,

Wea gnow its walls of thoray vines
Jta ginden f Fredy grass,

I:e saln pad flleat vlangs
Within the dark morasa.

Won 1o the English =oiglery,
Toat ite®e draad.ua near!
On tem sonl gt 8t manight
A strange and sudden ear,
When, waring 1o thetr tents on Sre,
Tuey REASD tHOIT ACDA i YIS,
And they who stan | to (ace us
Ape Deat 1o earth agmin .
Afd they who @y in terror deeg
A mighty hoss benind
And bhesr (he tramyp of thousands
Cpon tne Bolluw wind,

WILLIAM UULREN BRTANT.

AUTOGRAPHS OF THE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION.

| nupa-in-hand for
| for the fighrin |

DESCRIPTION OF THE MECELENBURG
MEDAL

We give on thi® page correct representations of

| the Meckienvurg Centennial medals, which are to

ba distnibuted to-day during the celebration at
Charlotte. These medsis are handsome specl-
mens of art, and have bteen manufsctured of both
silyer and Lronge. As will be seen LY Our engraAv-
ings the Meckienvurg medals are abous the size of
A fifty-cent prece, and shelr weight I8 about the
same as that coin.  Jhe Arst engraving shows the
obverss or principsh face of the medal
The dovita 1o that of the eap of [Hberty

‘banging te & umb &t the sop of Nora

Carolina™ famons wee, waila saspended from &
petghboring twig s the ndw aymboils bhorpets’
neps, near the entrance to waich hover she mych-
feal pumnhar of seves Nornets scsing AS sentineis
to give switand sudden alarm sbhould ARy pro-
fana band altemps to approach or touen the sa
cred emblem of our nallom's hberty, Below are

LB clasped hands, gsed s: embioma, In all ages, |

e siendsulp and fratermity. These Aandn are
inlawsas 10 WPy the anily of vhe Sonthern
and Northern 8ltes under one common govern-
ment and fag. Uver e fAirst hand aro the Agures

“§T75." AN over e secona 1875, thus deciaring
to toe world that a¢ ths North apd South were
Lerty in 1779, #0 they are unived
e fwoeras DOIDg joined to-

geLher i1 A cOM IO triosam that bridges the
dividing eentury, during whick it bhas enduored
and recnined Orm, Tus antire deaign stands ous
beldiy 1n tas peliaf fram the rare of the miaday

aun, thos lamintog the progress of the nason
curing s entrs  emstencs. THhEse rays or
“fiory,” complete ine demign, and greatly beas-
try i

Op the reverse or appostte side of the medal, wa

| An4d the Mecxionbury dste 20 Msy, 177" enclosed

B4 1t SIAGAS 12 e cenicre 10 bold modern latter-
ing, oy & paralelied eircle. Outside of this rans the
isgend, aiso lo modern character, "Meckleaburg
Peclaration of [adepsndence.” A heavy milled
border compioies the face, o8 |l dots aiso the ob
veree

‘THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS

Tha oceasion of the following compoeition appears
30 have been shat while ihe Engllsh were 13 posses-
slon of Philsdeiphis, & scaooner, coming down the
river, loaded with kegs. met with some mishap, by
whion the kegs were precipitated into the waler,
Floating down with the stream they wero espled
early in the morning by A semtinel, who, startied
A% the strange appoarance of this crowd of kegs,
gavosthe alarm, thinking that the rebels were aboni
making an attack on the eity. Mr, Hopklason.
then residing at Bordentown, with ready wit im-
mortalized the feight of she British 1n the verses =

BY FRANCIS HOPEINSON, IN 1803,
Tune—*Maggy Lander.”
Gallamts attend and hear a (riend
‘tTill forth harmonious ditty,

Though things 1"l tell whicn late befell
In Philadelpbia city.

'Twas early day, as poots say,
Just wben the sno was rising,

A soldier stood on & log ol wooud
And saw a sigos surprising.

As in amaze ne atood to Faze,
The truih can’t be denied, sirs,
He spied & scora of Kege Or more
Come doating dowa tho tlde, sirs,

A sallor too, in Jerk!n blue,
The strange appearance viewing,

Firas damned his eyes in great surprise,
Then suid, *Some mischisf’s brewiag!”

These kegs pow hold she rebels bold
Pack'd up like pickled nerring,

And they've come dowi tu wttack the town
ia this new mode of ferryiog.

The soldier flew, the sauor, too,
And scared almost to deatn, sir:

Wore out their shoes Lo spread tas news,
And ran tUpout of breata, sir,

Bow up and down, throarhout the town,
Most frantic scenes were acted,

And some ran here aud some TAD there,
Liks men slmost disiracted,

some fire cried, which some denied,
But sald the esrsh nad quaked;

and giris and boys, with nidecus Dolde
Rap through the sown half maked.

8ir William,* he, snug as a doa,
Lay all tbls time & suoring,

Bor dreamt of harm us he lay warm,
At home with Mrs. L—g.

Kow in a fright he starts uprighs,
Awaked by such a clatter,

He rubs his oyes and boidiy sries,
For God sake wuat's the master?

Al bis bedslde be then espiea
Sir Ersgioet at command, sy,

DOpon one foot be had one book,
Ana "sother 1o bis band, sir.

Artae| arise ! Sir Erskine eriea
The rebels—-moras & piiy,

Witnous s boat are all afloas,
And renged belore she city

This motley crew, in voesels new,
With Satan for toeir gutde, sir,
Packed up in bags or wooden kegs,
Come driving dowa tne tide, sie.,

Taersfore prepare for bloody war,
These kegs must all be routed,

Or sureiy we despiscd shali be
And Brisish courage coubied

The roysl band now ready siand,
All rapged in dread array, str,
With stomachs sLOUL 30 sce it oat

And make & bloody day, sz

The CARDOD roar {rom snore to shore,
The stoAll arme Maks & rattye,

Bipce wars began ['m sure 0o man
E'el aaw 80 strangs a battie

The rebels' vales, the rebels’ aales,
With rebel trees surroanded;

The distant waodds, the tlls and Qoo 3,
With rebei ecaoes aounded,

. Y S — A § B — i & S T -

The fish balow ewam 10 and fro,
Attacked from every quarter,

Why sure, tuonugs they, e Jevi's to pay
'Mongst folxs above Lhe water

The kege, 'iis sald, thongh strongly made
Of retel staves and hoops, air,

Could not oppose their poweriul foes,
Tue conqueriag British \roops. sir.

From morn tili night ikese men of might
Displayea amazing coursge,

ADG when tho sun was fuirly down
Retired to sup ibeiwr porridge.

A bundred men, with each a pen,
Or more upon my word, sir,

It Is most true would De tog lew,
‘Their valor to record, sir.

Eoch featsas they performed that day
Upon thear wicked kags, sir,
That years 10 come, If they get boms,
Thney'll make ihelr boast And brag, sir.
*Sir willum Howe,
#8ir W. Erskine,

Tha nma h oficers wers s fond of the word “rebel™
n::; they nm:n Appiied 1t most Atsardly,

.THE OLD NORTH STATE.

| BY HON. WILLIAM GASTOM,
Carolina | Carciioa | Heaven's blessings sttend
ber |
While we live we wili cherish and love and defend
ber,
Though the scorner may sneer at and witiingy
deinme her,
Our hearts swell with giadness whenever we namd
ber.
Aurrab | harrad | the Old Xorth State forever |
Hurran 1 harrah | the good 0l North State |

‘ Though ahe envies nov othars thelr meritad glory,
| fay, whose name stands tne foremost in Liberiy’
atory ?

| Though too true to hersslf e'er to erouch
] oppreasion.

| Whe can yield to juss rule more loyal submisston |
] HBurran, de,
|

|

Piatn and artiecs her sons, bat whose doors open

| fastar
i AR She snmu of the stranger or tale of disaster ?

How like to the rodeness of thelr dear amtive
mountains,
With rieh ore In their bosoms and 12 ia their
Muntains,
Aurrah, &=

ADd her daughters, tha (ueen of the Forest re.

sembilng,
8o gracelul, so constant, yet to gentlest breatn
tremuling ;
| And trus lightwood at heart, lat the match bhe
| appiied them,

| How they Kindle and fame ! Ob, none know bas
| was've tried Lhem,
| murrad, e

fhen let all who lave us love the !and that we
ltve In—

As NAPPY A& reginn a8 on this side of NEATED=—

Where Plenty and Freedom, Love and Peace,
smile belore us,

Ralse aloud, rawe togetner, the heart-thrilling

! chorna!

| Buarrah | barrah ! tha Ol Korta State forevey |

| Hurean @ Borrab | the good Ol Norsn Beate )

——
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