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AMUSEMENTS  TO-NIGHT.

OLYMPIC THEATRE -
No. 606 Broaiway. —VARIBYY, ats 1 W.: elowes ol 10:03
F.M

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE,
Twenty aichi sirect and Broadway. —~THIE BIG BO.
NAMEA, av 3 P M. closom at W00 . M |
CENTRAL PARK GARDIY, 1
THEODORL THUMAS CUNCENL, at 8 P M
METROPOLITAN THEATILK, |
No. 388 Broadway, —VARIETY, st P M

WALLACK'S Ta KATHE, l

Proadwary —=THE DUNOVANE a8 1% b
I M, Mesr. Harrigan and Hart

RROOKLYN PARK ITFATRI
TABIETY, el 52 M.; closes at 1010 1. M.

ROBINSON HALL,
Weat  Bixteenth  pireet—English
GLIOFLA, si 8 M,

WOOD'S MUSEU N,
iroadwar, corner of Trteth stree =LITITH
-:-;Lt.. at 5 1% N, closes at Was 1 M

Opera—GIROFLE- |

Nullvoe at

GILMORE'S SUMMER GARDEN
ste Parnmm’s Hippodrowe —GRAND PurLLAR CON.
ERT. a1 M. cioses ot 11 P M. Ladics’ and ol
wen'swmptinec all P M,

CONWAT'S RROUELYN THEATRE
MAUD'S FAITH, at8 P M. Miss Minoie I'aner.

METROPOLITAN MUPSKETM OF ARY,
Vst Foucwou'h stieet—ODen from 19 A, % w3l N |
PARK THEATRI [
“H;l‘l.il-l,' —EMERSUNS CALIFORNIA MINSTRELS, |
L .
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NEW YORX, TUESDAY. JUSE 12, 13, |

From our reyorts this morning the probabilisies |
are that the weather to-day will be warm and
chaar or partly clowdy. !

Persoms going out of town for the suwmer eon |
Yave the auily and Sunday Hugarp wmaied () |
diem, free of posiage, for $1 per month.

Wirr Srezer YEsTERDAY. —Stocks wers nn-
witled but showsd an advancing tendency. |
Sold sold at 116§ a 116]. Foreign exchangs
waa firm.  Money easy at 1} and 2 per cens
u call.

Tue Urren House of the Prussian Diet has
wjourned aiter withdrawing Stute grauts to |
o Roman Catholic clergy. The policy of |
tismarck has had snother trinmph in this |
itringent measure against the Church. |

FPaosr o~ Juxe is rare, even in these nn-
rertain  lositndes; but yesterday ice was
‘ormed on lakes in New York and Pennsylva- |
sis, and the crops were injured by the un-
swasonable phenomenon.

e i A e |
Drap O a8 & Dimsrrorast.— The experi- |
ment of disinfecting the Harlem flats with |
dead oil is considered a failure. The river |
Rhine waskes the dirty town of Cologns, but |
Coleridge, with good reason, asked: —*“What |
power divine shall henceforth wash the river |
Rhine?" BSo with our cwn realm of smell |
and disease: —Even if the dead oil could dis- |
infact the flats, what agent shall be nsed to |
disinfect the oyl ? .

I N ey |

sUN- |

| utterly broken down. The liberal republican
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i Politienl Parties and “The Tude
poemdont Voter.™

The meeting of John Cochrane's Liberal
Republican State Commitree at Albany, last
week, and the resolution it adopted to hold
s State couvention, bave given a fresh im-

pulse to the recent gush and nonsense about |

“tho independent voter’ in certain journals
which slipped thair party cables after the
great Greeley defeat in 1872, and hive sinoe
been deiiting about in search of & now politi-
cal snchorage. These papers have fuled, as
¥2t, to comprehond the relations of inde-
pendent journalism to politica They have

| not emancipated themselves from the old

notion that o publie journal needs a special

| political constituency. Thuy are acting like

reccutly latched chickens that wish to get
bnck into the protecting shell. For a year or
two they kepl insisting that the demoeratio

| party, with which they bad acted in the

Greeley campaign, should disband sud
give place to s new orgauization, of
which ther would be the uatural organs

| aud throngh whioh they eould re-establich the |
| pa- ty relations whioh they had been foreed

into renouncing by she defeat of & movemens

| which they intended and expected to lead.

They did not profess independent journalism
with deliberate forethought, from a conviction
thut journals are more usefal when fres from
party trummels, but bacause their abortive at-
| tempt to form a new party had sandered their

connection with the republicaas, and the |

gentimoents in which they had educated their

' readers did not permit them to join the demo- |

crats.  None of the journals to which woe
allude suffored any diminution of prosperity

| by their disconnection from political parties,

and we bave looked apon this hankering for
“the fleshpots of Egypt" with regret and
wouder.  One of the most prominent of them
went boek, several months ago, into the re-
publican party, and the olbers are still uneasy,
blindly groping for some shred of a party

| which they may be thought to represent. The |
. liberal republican organization, which they |
closes al 104" | plonverad, having become virtually defunct, |

they now assume to be the crgans of “the in-
dependent voter."

The independont voter may ba laft to take
care of himself without a special wet nurse.
If he pinned bis political faith on any of these
new nondeseript crgans he would be ns ser-
vile as when he followed them as organs of
the republican party. Indepeudence in poli-
tics consists in following one's own judg-
ment. It is as abject to be guided by an
organ as {o aceept the dictation of a party.

| The really independent voter is a man who

“stacrs by Lis own compaas,” and it is ridicu-
lous for any newspaper to assume to be his
organ. It is still more ridiculous to
attempt to form the independent voters
into u party. Parties cannot exist without
organization and discipline ; they cannot
exist without some surrender of private judg-
ment to the muajority of the organization.

| The independent voter is a citizen who refuses

to be bound Ly party ties, snd it is sheer ab-

| surdity for any journal to treal him as if he

belopged to s pocket party and needed an
organ. The recent foohsh gush about “the

independent voter’ is the last dregs of the |

unsuccessful movement to snpplant the dem-
ocratic party by a new political organization.
Noubody who 18 8 competent judge of preseut
tendencies has any doubt that the Presidentisl
conlest of 1876 will be waged between the old
democmtic party and the republican party,
which has been so long in power. Every
attempt to form & successful third party has

party is a thin ghost bovering over a political |
gruve ready to vanish st the first crowing of |
the cock. The farmers’ movement in the
West, which at one time seemeod to portend a
political revolution, has lost its aggressive |
vigor. It will hardly make & ripple in the |

| elections of the presant year, and next year it | "
| will be utterly lost in the grest Presidential | interest The opening of the yachting season
| maelstrom. The republican party is too has beon attended with all the spirit and

wuch weakened to afford another split, and |
the democratic party is too confldent to court |
or encourngs any separnte movement. Wa

are on the eve of & square, old-tuhin‘netll

contest Letween the two great parties, |
mm which the independent voter will
be found on ome side or the other. 1

His indcpendence will be manifested |
in changing bis party relations if be dislikes |
the candidate or the platform of the party l.
with which he has been accustomed to act
Practically, this is the only choiee that will

| ciously. Yesterday another event of interest
. was added to the list—that of the Corinthian
| aloop maoe of the Beawanhaka Club, which
| was won brilliantly by the Addie Voorbis.
| The entries we print for the regatta of the

orted his power by aoting outside of parties,
but with partics. He has bad the courags to
boldly change his party relations in obedi-
ence to his sense of the public intersst, in-
stead of hovering, as he is now advised (o do,
on the outakirtsa of both parties and demand-
| ing covaiderntion for s pretence of nentrality.
The Hznavp bas always been willing to see
citizens take sufficient interest in publie quos-
tions to enlist on one sids or the other, and
has never perosived the necessity of eoddling
s specisl ¢luss of independent voters when
exporience bas demonstrated that there are
alwiays citizens enongh who have suflicient
patriotismn to change sides whenever there
are strong reasons for putting the government
into mew hands, Independent jourpalism
does not seak to annibilate parties or to es-
tablish a balance-of-power parly, of which it
seeks to be the organ, but slmply to guide the
publis judgment in reliance on that large
body of honest voters who bave &0
many times in our bistory ejected and
| reingtated politieal parties, Voters of this
class havo always boen pretty well distributed
through both political organizations, and
| their power is exerted, not by standing alool
| from ordinary politics, but by frankly chang-
wg sides when the public interest is betmyed
| by the party in power. It is s sham inde-
pondenee, either in volers or journals, thab
dares not support what is right lest Mrs.
| Grandy should accuse them of inconsistency.
| It does Lot ye! appoar which politieal party
| will best deserve support in the next great
| contest, buk it is evident enough that there
| will be only two parties to that contest, and
| that all citizons who contribute to the resalt
l will yote with one or the other. The inde-
| pendent voler will not stand aloof, but act
with one of tho parties, and the most solid
prooi he can give of independence is hy
| openly voting with former adversnriea if he
| thinks it for the public interest. Itis the
| duty and province of indepandent journal-
| istn to assist citizens of both parties in form-
ing a correct judgment.

The Yachiing Semson.

1

i Those who siil down our beautiful bay will
sca hers and there far off on the horizon be-

The New KEvidemoo im the Bescher
Caso.

The atatements of Mr. Loys, published in the
Henarn yestorday, and of the carpet luyers,
published in the Herazp and Sun, have ex-
eited much attention. It does not yet appear
what action counsel will feel it their duly to
take in relation to these unexpeocted develop-
ments; for although Mr. Beach called atten-
tion to them at the opening of the Court yes-
terday morning and intimated that he would
mako some motion after the recess, the subject
was not brought up again during the day.
The Brooklyn Fugle, which has steadily cham-
pioned the cause of Mr. Beechier with remark-
able zeal and ability, devoted last evening the
longeat editorial we recollect to havo seen in
its columns on any subject to an attempt to
weaken the statement of Mr. Leys, the
druggist who sold s deadly poison to Mr
Beecher in May, 16871, It points out discrep-
ancies between the testimony of Mr. and Mra.
Moulton on the subject of poison ahd the
statement of Mr. Leys; but among its infer-
ences {from these diszrepancies it fails to
draw ons which strikes us as important, The
discrepancies prove that the story of Mr.
Lays was not invented to support the testi-
mony of Mr. Monlton and his wife. Had it
been fabricated for that purposa its inventor
would have made it tally with their state-
ments, Prussic acid is a liguid, snd the
poison spoken of by Mrs. Moulton was &
powder, This is the main diserepancy; but
there are soveral minor ones, and, taken
togother, they preclude the hypothesis that
the story of Mr. Leys is an invention intended
to mateh with and corroborate the evidence on
tha subject of poison given in court. It wears
the appearance of a fact stated precisely as it
occurred, without sny attempt to accommo-
date it to the exigeuciea of the case.

Besides this ecircumstantial confirmation of

its genuineness there is another, more direct,
which is furnished by the Eagls itself. Itsent
o reportey fo Whilestons, where tho dragaist
‘Who sol: % polson T ealdes, and Mr,
Loys repeated his statement of the sals and
exhibited the ledger in which it was charged
with several other articles. @he Henaup,
therefore, anticipated the Eagle by an interval

! yond Coney Islend, or near the Highlands, or
| beyond the sea that breaks on Bandy Hool,
white canvas flashing in the sunlight like the
| wings of gulls. Or as the idle traveller upon
| the steamboats that run from the Battery to
| Btaten Island gozes upon the sunset he
| may hear tho rush of waters and see the
; shadow thrown upon the waves as s mighty
- yacht bonds i's masts to the breese,
and passes by like a suddem apparition
of swiftness and grace. Or along fhe
| pleasant shores of that fair island, which even
now with its forests looks to us as it did two
| hundred years ago to the Dutch merchant
| who had his humble home upon the shores of |
Manhattan, the traveller may see yachts, ex.
| quisits in form and lightness, quietly riding
at anchor like the albatross asleep upon the
| sm. Everywhere the Bay of New York seems |
| dotted with yachts of all sizes and styles,
| from the tiny boat which a zephyr might cap-
' ize, to the majestic ship which seems to defy
tha storm, and to have her destined march
upon the mouuatain wave, her home open the
deap.

With such a harbor, with crnising grounds
g0 fine, and with natural advantages which no
other American cily rivals, it is not to be
wondered at that New York leads the yacht-
| ing interests of the eountry. Our clabs are

numerous and were mnever so prosperous ns
now. The season this year has begun auspi-

New York Yacht Club, which is to be sailed to-
morrow, indicate another conmtest of unusual

popularity the friends of this noblo sport
conld desire, and there is every prospect that
1875 will become memorable in yachting
annala. A good breeze is all onr yacht cluba
ank; that granted, they will supply all else
that 15 required themselves, |

The American Team in Ireland,

Our riflem:n have been mafely landed on
the shores of Ireland. Deputations from the |
Corporation of Dublin and from the Irish |
Riflo Association met them before they i

i

"’th.,” Warne bas done almost as much to | be left bim, and il is mere thoughtless chatter | tonched land, and welcomed them in the

tuild up the prosperity of New York as any |
vther element of its snccess. No eity, per-
Laps, of equal populstion bas & fuller and
purer water supply than this, Yet the de-
mand s 80 coormons that it reqnires the econ-
stant attention of the civil engineers of the |
department to give an sdequate supply. |
soma of the recent difficuities of obtaining
water in the lower part of the city are detailed
{o-day in & special report to the Henuin, and
show how & great calamity was averted,

Tuz Pmae Fiour soon to come off botwean
Allen and Rooke, two noted pugilists, ought
to be prevented by the authorities, but will
vot ba. West Virginia s become the favor-
i ANd for these dizereditalile encounters,
and Pittsburg, Pa., is obtaining an anenviabls
ropatation s the headqnarters of the rowdies
and their friends.  The reputation of that eity
is ot stake, nnd it ought to be in the power of
its suthorities to prevent this contemplated
act of brutality in the immediate neighbor-
hood. Prize SGghting bas censed to be a manly
s7t and bas become s blackgnardly basiness,
which only thieves and worse than thieves
have any desire Lo encournge.

logw Qrivcy Avaus.—'To road of an era of
good feeling in Ameriean politics is refresh- |
img b this time, when the bitterness of parfi-
san suimosities is 90 preat, and certainly the

“Memoirs of John Quincy Adams'' furnish
» remarkable contrast to the existing
condition of the United Statea. T'resi-

dential rivalries, the third term question,

the disorganized society of the South, |
Kherman's book, which bhas been thrown |
like & firebrand inte military circles, the |
Indiang, all distorb the nation, but when we |
surn to thess *Memoirs of Johm Quiney |
Adams” we find tranquillity snd more spec. |
ulation as to the future than care forthe |
yresent, The review elsewhers carefully |

unalyzes & portion of the sixth volume of Mr. | people. *“The independent voter” fs no re- | there s no longer any fear of our British
Adams’ “Memoirs,” and presentas with fores | cont invention of caflow journalists; he | cousing mistaking tha American team for s

nnd pietirosqueness all the slisnt points of
that inthessting work

to talk of the pext Presidential election as if '
it were to be anything different from s sirng- |
gle bolween the two existing parties, or as il
the independent voter would have any influ-
ones in either of the national conventions by
which the issueq of that conmtest will bo
shaped. The soomer the hermaphrodite |
orgaps, which would like to be independent if |
they knew how, dismiss such nonsense from |
their eolumns the less they will confuse their

readors, |
They betray their misconception of inde- |
pendeént journalism by sssuming that it re- |

quires, or will lead to, & different method of |

. conducting political contests from that which '
hos heretofore existed. The Henaro has been |

an independent journal for more than forty |
years, sud may claim to have some knowledge
of the reqnisites of independence. These forty
years have brought s pretty constant sue- |
cession of fieres political struggles, generally
betweon two parties, althonugh there have |
been somelimes thres or four, and we have |
never found independent journalism difficnlt |
by reason of the division of the community
jnto hostile party camps. We have unflinch-
ingly told to both parties the truths which it

most behooved them to consider, We have |

fairly published the speeches and documents
of both, sunbling our readers to form an in-
dependent and impartial jndgment. We have
esposed the abuaes and dome jostice to the

sonnd measures of both; but we never con- |

ternplated anythung 8o fantastic and chimeri-
eal as the abolition of political parties,
knowing that the government of a free conn-
try cannot be conducted without them. We
have always rogarded it as a publio evil for
the party in power to be 80 strong as to bave
no timmedinte fear of its adversary, since the
most efficient check on bad government is the
mutnal watehiuluess of rival parties powerfual
enongh to nust each other by appeals to the

bas always existed; ha has always made him-
! welf telt in great emeraeneiss: he hisg not ex-

‘ coming trinl of skill the visit of the Ameri-

nama of the Irish people. That these wera
no empty forms of weloome wis shown by the
enthusiastio ovation tendered the representa-
tives of America by the populace. The tele-
graphic sccounts say that “the Americans
were escorted to Quesnstown, and upon their
arrival met with an enthusiastic reception
from the population.” Americans at all
times are sure of kindly and hospitable
| greeting in Ireland ; but then it is evident
that the Irish masses Jook upon the present
pecasion as of peculiar importanee and sig-
nificance. The gentlemen of the American |
team are not looked upon so much as oppo- i
nents anxious to carry off laurels as the rep- |
resentatives of a pation bound by ties of
blood with the Irish peopls. Hence the
warmth of the welcome offered to the Ameri-
can riflemen—a welcome that even kings conld
not command. Whatever the result of the

ean team cannot fail to wirengthen
the bonds of friendship between the
two countries. It will also have & ten-
| dency to remove many prejudices  which |
can be very well dispensed with. Some of |
the experiences of the Americans will perhaps I
surprise them, but in a little whils they will
become aconstomed to the ways of the peopls
| among whom they are thrown, Almost on
| sotting foot on lsnd they hiad the honor to be |
enlisted among the noble band of ticket-of- |
Jeave men, It being contrary to British law
for peaple to earry arms in Ireland, the police
authorities furnishied the visitors immediately
on their landing with licenses or tickets of
leave to carry arros while they remain in Ire-
| land. This graceful little attention on the
part of the Loudon suthorities will save the
Americans from the danger of being marched
off to juil Ly some officious policernan. Wo |
may, therelore, breathe frecly, as all danger
of political complioations are at an end, and’

| Feonian army bent on the conquost of the
Civeim Taie

| daring the p

of only ten hours in publishing the main
features of the story.

Wi can perceive no warrant for the tone of |

complaing and invective in certain quarters
at the publication of such faots. If theso
statements are true they ought not to be
suppressed; if they are false it is in the in-
terest of truth to put them forth, so that they
can be met and exploded. As Hildreth, the
historian, snys, in his remarks on the old
Sedition law, it is better that such things as-
sume o definite printed shape; ‘‘especially if
printed in newspapers and pamphlets they
can hardly fail to coms to the speedy police
of the party concerned, whereas spoken
slanders circulate privately behind a man's
back and may do irretrievable injury before
their sxistence is known; and even when it is
knowa, the flecting and changing shape of all
merely oral declarations may ofien occasion
great difficnlty in grasping them for refuta-
tion."’ In socordance with this sound line
of romark we look pains to sift this poison
story as soon a8 ita secret circulation came
to onr knowledge, and we succeeded
in tracing it to its ormginal source
and putting it on record, for easy refutation
if thera was no good evidence to support it.
Qur publication yesterday narrowed it down
to a single witness and epabled the friends of
Mr. Beecher to go directly to that witness and
verify our report, If thers is a masa of con-
cealod facts it is better that they be brought
to light and weighed before the trial ends, and
not be held in reserve to destroy the moral
effect of the verdict after it shall be rendered.
If the counsel and Court doem the new facts
jmportant we supposs the case can be
reopened for the admission of further evi-
dence ; but if on examination out of Court
they are thought to possess no weight they
will have no subsequent effect in uusettling
public confidence in the verdict. We can see
no sonnd moral objection to the publieation
of new facts in & case which bas been so long
obtruded on public attenfion.

There is one statement in the Eugle's tele-
gram from Whitestone which will make an
unpleasant impression. Mr. Leys, the drng-
gist who sold Mr. Beecher the poison, is rep-
resented as saying to the Eagle reporter that
“he pever talked about it except to the physi-
gian of the village, Dr. Bleecker, and the
latter is too honorsble to may anything
to the injury of Mr Beecher.” The
purport of this Is that itis an obligation of
honor to suppress facts and stifls evidence if
they make sgainst the defendant. Without
discussing this curious point of honor wo
may, perhaps, be pardoned for raising a
question as to the extent to which it has boen
applied by the friends and partisans of Mr.
Beecher. Do they make it a peint of honor
to smother evidence against himm? Are there
more facts of the same startling sharacter ns
this purchase of poison, whioch the possessors
have felt it obligatory to suppress and hide
of the trinl? Are Mr.
Beecher's adherents in a tacit leagne with
each other to suffucate and concesl the truth,
and to pour out the vials of their hot indigna-
tion upon everybody who ventures to state
what he knows? The temper they exhibit

at the disolosure of Mr. Beecher's purchinse of | suicide in the legal sease. The Court of Ap-

prussio acid proves that they would bave sap-
pressed this fact had it been in their power,
and makes it crelible that they would sup-
press other facts snd all facts which are in-
consistent with the the v of his innocence.

| If it should turn out the ' this policy of eon-

coalment has been so far saccessful as o have

withibield from the jary evidence which might |

control their verdiot ia it the duty of the press

| or the duty of any lover of fuir play Lo enter

into their confederacy for hiding the truth?
If Mr. Beecher's purchase of poison in 1871
has no proper bearing on the case his friends
haws no reason to object to its publication.
But if it does bear on the coss and is perti-
nent evidence justice and morals forbid its
auppression, It s for counsel to jndge, or,
rather, it is for the Conrt to judge, if coun-
wel should take an application to that effect,
whether the now witnesses whose slatemonts
have ot lnst come to light shall be bronght
into Court 1o testify and be crossexamined.
If they have hitherto withheld important evi-
dencs from a false sense of honor that is
garely no reason why the press should become
their nocomplices in concealment whon the
faots come to I's knowledge, It was the olenr
 duty of Mr. Levs to communicals Mr

Boocher's purchase of potson to the counsel
for the pluintiff befors their evidence was
closed ; but his failure to act in the interest of
juatice is no excuse for imitating his bad ex-
smple.

To-Day's Centonuial.

It is not easy to keap the run of centenaries
nowndays ; and in these spring and summer
months, when a century ago great evenis
succeeded each other go mpidly, one is very
apt to lose gight of substantial snniversaries.
Of such is that which should be commem-
orated to-day, Withont disparagement to the
just bygous Lexington, the near-at-hand
Bunker Hill ond next year's Independence,
let us nover forget that this day, one hundred
years ago—the 15th June, 1775—George
Washington was made Commander-iu-Chief
of the Continental Army.

We know protty well how the groat chowe
waa made, and that odd self-revelation, the
diary of the elder Adams, tells us what risks
were run sbout it. There was, we read, ex-
cept, perhaps, in the case of Ceneral Ward,
no professional or military rivalry, but
thera was sectional antagonism and oeivil
aspirations. The great difficulty was in
the Epst. “Mr. Hancock and Mr. Cunsh-
ing,'”” wa read, “huog back; DMr. FPaine
did not come forward, and Mr. Samnel Adams
was irresolute.” The truth is, Hancock, who
had never seen a battalion in the field, wanted to
be Commander-in-Chief himself. When John
Adums determined to support Washington's
nomination, aud did so, he tells us that “on
Hancock's face mortificalion and resentment
were expressed as forcibly as a faca can
exhibit them.” The nomination strictly
came from Maryland, thongh the sug-
gestion ig to John Adams, whose high
d B, St all Ris defeots, that fo

im wo owe, in their respective high functions,
George Washington ss Commander-in-Chief,
and twenty-five years later, at a peaceful crisis
of almost as great moment, of Johu Marshall
as Chief Justice.

All these risks were run, all these rocks
and shoals avoided, and Washington was
chosen, and instanfly accepted—less than
twenty-four hours intervening—the high trust
conferred on him, which, while peril threat-
ened, he never relingnished. More than eight
years afterward, the “independence and
[T 2 ty" of the United Sintes being se-
cured, he Tefittned his commission to the body
which bestowed it, with words quite as solemn
ns those in which he announded the accept-
ance. *I close this last act” (how poorly
did he forecast his future) ‘‘of my official lite
by commending the interests of our desvest
country to the protection of Almighty God
snd those who have the superintendence of
them to His holy keeping."

It wns three days after his being commis-
sioned—a hundred years ago mext Friday—
that Waoshington wrote to his wife the only
letter of all of his to her which has survived,
telling of what had been dome, It is o
modest, mnnly, affectionste and, if we |
may coin a word, hosband-like leiter, at the
end of which we find a passage which seems
to conflict with one of John Adswms’ assertiona
aa to the antagonism of at least one of bis
Virginia friends. He tells his wifo that he has
made his will, and had employed Lis dear
friend and colleagne, KEdmund Pendleton, to
draw it

Such ere some of the thick ecoming mew- |
ories and associations which crowd upon us ss |
we think of the century which to-day expires.
Jet us do full hooor, if only a reverential
memory, to the 15th of June, 1775, |

The BSulelde Clause in I..i;lh l"nl.u-lo...J

Life insurance has come to involve the in-
terests of such maltitudes of people that
everything relating to the conditions which
affect the contract is of great concern. A
contemporary, speaking of some recent decis-
ions, recommends to the cumpanies ‘“to so
frame their contrncts as to be clearly not lia-
ble for payment in the event of the death of
the insured by suicide.” We suppose that the
most careful and prodent companies have
gone as far as they can go in aiming to be free
from liability when the insured puts an end
to his own life. We happen to have before us
at this moment four policies issusd respect-
ively by four of the best condneted companies
fn this conniry. The exceplion clause in the
Mutual Life's policy is, “‘die by bis own act
or hand, whether sane or insane;"” that of the
Continental reads, ‘*dis by his own hand

or the hands of justice;” that of the
Equitsble is, “die by his own hand
withm two years from the date

hereof;" and that of the Travellers', of Hart-
ford, runs, “shall dis by snicide, felonious |
or otherwise, sane or insane,’”’ How mnuch

these various forms of excluding the risk of |
suicide from the risks of the policy tend to |
gocure to the company absclule immunity in
any and every case of suicide may, perbaps,
ndmit of question. Ilis probably implied in
every contract of life insurunoce that the in- |
sured will not put an end to his own life. |
But self-destruction is so liable to come tui
any man without that conscious intent which |
legal and ethical philosophy makes the test of |
wrong-doing that the courts have held that to |
constituts a suicide, which is to be followed |
by any legal conseqnence, the act must be

premeditated and fully comprebended. The |
golf-destruction of an insane person is not |

| peals of this State, construing the torms
“dies by his own hand” and ‘suicide,”
| has held that they mean the same thing,
:nml that both expressions refer (o
an  esot of erimioal selt.destruction
| nnmely, one that is perpotrated under circum-
!slmnen of moral responsibility, To avoid
this discrimination has been the purpose of |

|
|
|

| the clouse which declares that the company
shall not be liable if the insured shall “die
by bhis own hand, whether sane or insane.” |
This is an express stipulation on tho part of
the insured that if be dies by his own hand
the compauy shall be absolutely exoneratod
from payment of the pohicy, even if he is
momlly irresponsible for his own death,
Whether the law wonld regard such a contract
ni valid may possibly admit of question. On
the one hand it may be said that there is some
repugnance botween the terms “suicide’’ or
“‘death by Lis own hand" and “fiosanity.’”
“Suicida,” rightly defined, mesns in its legal
sense ths self-destruction of a =ane person,
and the seli-destruction of an insane person
is not *wuicide.” It might be contended,
therefors, that the terms “sane or insane”
are to be rejscted as inoperstive, snd that

| tainty and

| Times,”” which 1 to appear In Fraser.

mont that if the insured commits “snicide™
or “dies by his own bhand” the policy
is to be payable or not payable socording
to the circumstances which make the death,
in the legal sense, dosth by suicide or death
by an act of insanity. On the other hand it
may be said that it is competent to parties te
make any contract that they see fit to make;
that seif-destruction by an insane person is
one of the risks against which the nnder-
writer chooses to guard, just as hLe chooses
to gussd ngainst the risk of death by the
hunds of justice, and that the one 18 just as
likely to ocenr ns the other; and that when
the contract is that the insurer shall not be
liable if the insured ‘‘dies by his own hand,
sane or insans,” there is no repugnnney, be-
causo the insane man who destroys himself in
his insanity *‘dies by his own hand” a8 liter-
ally and legally aa the man who puts an end
to his own life in full possession of hia reason.
The Court of Appeals, in deciding the case to
which we have refegred, suid that it was com-
petent no doubt for the insurer so to frame
his policy a8 to excmpt him from lability for
a death occasioned by o fit of insanity.

Upon the whole, however, we are inclined
to think that the best conrss for life insurance
companies to pursus in regard to this particu-
Jar canse of death is to stipulate that they will
not be responsible in case of suicide, leaviug
it to the law to determine what constitutes
sulcide. They would thus insure agaiost
death inflioted by the insured on himself ina
fit of delirium, just as they insure agrinst
death by smallpox or any other disease ; and
we do not see why men may not properly
seele and be allowed o have the continuunca
of their- reason insured, o8 weil as to insurs
the continnancs of their health in any other
respect. It is no more difficult for o compe-
tent medical examiner to estimate the present
average soundness of man's mind than it is
to estimate the present average health of hu
body.

Huxo Br o4 Mon.—Lynching generally de-
feats its object, for it saves the criminal whom
"it illegally panishes from the agony ol
suspenge, It gives him but a short and snd-
den shrift. Themost appalling picture which
even the Ymagination of Dickens conceived
is that of Fagin in prison, counting the days
and hours before Lis execution. Nor can any
one imagine cruelty greater than that of the
cold, henrtless process of the laws, acting lika
a merciless, soullsss machine, We think,
therefore, that the men who forcibly took
from jail at Annapolis, Md., the negro Simms,
and hung him in chains toa tree, actually
saved him from prolonged mental anguish
al the cost of brief physical pain. Our
correspondence gives a full account of this
useloss act of veungeance, which deteated jus-
tice, saved the victim many days of uncer-
fear, and did wnothing to
vindicatea the unfortnunate victim ol
his bratality. The eaptured Indian tries to
provoke his captors to kill him, in order that
he may escape the slow torturs of the stake;
and in this casa su outiraged society has ren-
dered the wretched negro the last favor he
could ask from it—a speedy death.

Tur Coar Trovsies are ceasing to be tron-
blesome, The miners are preparing to resume
their work, and the strike is evidently at an
end for a time. But that it will begin again
is unfortunstely almost iunevitable under the
present arrangements.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

On the 15t of June ten rabid dogs wers kilied lo
Paris,

secretary Bristow Is the only member of the
Cabinet now in Wasnington.

Attorney Genesal Plerrepont urrived in this ety
from Wasningson yesterday.
 Frenchmen are disposed to funey that absinihs
14 only their equivalent for gin.

Assemblyman George West, of Ballston, N. Y., 1s
stopping at the Grand Central Hotel

Colone! Thomas P, Ochiltree, of Texas, Is among
the late arrivals at the Everett House,

vongressman Thomas C. Plast, of Owego, N. T,
14 regiatered at the HoMmsn Hoase.

Captain Edward Simpeon, United States havy,
{s remding temporarily at the Everett Hoane,

Mis=s Lotta, the sctress, arrived in this city yes
teraay and 100k Op ber residence at ihe Gienbam
Hotel.

Joscph Vernet valued nis pictures by the sguare
foot—125 {rancs & 100t—0F Lhise fuol by jowr, 1.0
francs.

Benator Anron . Cragin. of New Flampahire,
arrived from Washingion Feslerday ai ihe West
moreiand Hotel

Congressman John 0. Whitahouse, of Poogh
keepsle, Las returned to lus old quariers at uhe
Alvemarie Hotel

Genera! Thomas H. Neill apd Sargeon William
8 King. United States Army, have arrived st the
Fifth Avenue Hotel.

The King of Sweden has personally conferred
ihe Order of the Seraph, the Righest ln Sweden,
upon Prince Bismarck.

Mr. H. C. Johnson, Unitea States Commissioner
of Customs, arrived at the St Xicholas Hotel last
evening from Washiogton.

uaptain Anderson, chiel astronomer of the
Boundary Commission, lelt for Ireland yesterday,
the weork of the Commission baving been com-
pleted.

There s & political doctor in Paris, who says:—
o] prefer tyranuy to license; for tyranny disgasts
us with siavery oniy, bus /icense disgusis us with
lberty 1tselr."

1Tne manicipal sathorities of Paris have in com-
mderation the project of organiziag a ife-savieg
brigade of Newloundiand dogs, 10 be posied all
along the banks of the Seine.

Her Majesty bhas conjerred the distinction ol
Companion of the Order of St Michael and St
t:sorge upon Colonel John Dyde, the oldest millna
officer 1o the Dominion of Canada,

The last man banged wrole as follows to the
SNeriff:—

Please ngzu n:r‘ ":.ﬂ"e I’lu.:.li W. 4 Graay, to my

s AR U L -
ul‘nt'g:t"t IIIT?: i ALFRED ARINO.

On dit shas the Prince Imperial, who will pase
the sammer at Arenenbarg, 1o Switseriand, saye
{hat tn fts retirewent be finds ‘‘the Ol With
whieh the athiete prepares his body for ke
struggle.' Auosuer uistoric epigram invenied by
sutue one else,

Kuarl Blind bas wrilten an essay on the “Crema.

| tion Customs of the Tontonie Races from Anclens

Benldes
the bistorical quotations from classic, Scandina.
vian and old German sources, [t will conlain what
way be termed the poeiry of “Firebariai" as the
German expression is.

The dispute on etiqneits that naw tronbles the
Kuglish court s bewwasn the Princess Beatrice
and the Duchess of Edinburgh, Tnhe Dachess
cinims precedence 88 an fmperial Princess, bas
Boatrice wiil not yleld the rights of the royal fam-
jirt and the war is fierce, In conseqnence the
two do not AppeAr at the same ccremoniod,

Jin the papers of Guizos there bave Leon found
some additions to Lis memoics, written In 1849, in
wihich - detalia a cooversation held shat yesr
with the Duchess of S.ugan, the niece of Talleyrana,
Guizot Apoke of the revolntion of 1548 as Dot Baw
ing prodoced a man; and the Duchess sald ahe had
wet in Germany & Hitle Pomaranian named Bie-
MAFCR, Who wau'd  De talked of some dap. i se

the olauss is to be intervreled aan sa arres.

-
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