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Our Weekly Review of the Fi-
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ENGLAND AND EGYPT

‘Has Disraeli Bonght a White Elephant !—A
Military Critie's Opinion.

4 GOOD DEMAND FOR OUR BONDS.

'{BPROIAL DESPATCH TO THE HERALD BY CABLE,]
Lowvon, Deo, 25, 1875,

The new illustrated edition of Washing-
ton Irving's charming essay on the subject
«of the English Christmas forms the theme
of many Christmas editorials in the news-
papers, It were pleasant to accept for the
entire of England Irving's charming de-
gcription of a season of regenerated feel-
ing, but the T¥mes.this morning, in a re-
markable editorial, draws a different pie-
ture. It says:—

wHR TOMS 0¥ crnisTMs, 1875,

“‘Christmas is battling for existence. The
<0ld charming Christmas festival is disappear»
ing. Christmas, to the minds of a large
portion of our peopls, recalls a pagan satur-
nalia, without the picturesque forms and
#ocial games of paganism.

“There is no mistaking the presence of
‘what Irving terms the devotion of the Eng-
lish people to Christmas, when we gee
the devotees reeling about the streets, mak-
ing night hideous and crowding the po-
lice courts on the following morn-
ing, the fact forces it=elf that the British
Christmas is most generally observed with a
popular indulgence in bruial intoxication.
The vast, and really meritorious, laboring
wlasses of these islands of the United King-
dom avail themselves of the advent of the
happy season of Christmas to deprive them-
selves of reason and feeling.

THE MILLIONS IN IGNORANCE.

“*The lessons of Christmas have not renched
the minds or hearts of the millions. Christ-
maa indoors and Christmas out of doors are,
with the multitude, different things. One
clags of the people regards the festival asa
foretaste of heaven, while the other is not
capabls of entertaining that delicate senti-
ament or holy aspiration.”

THE PRESS PICTURE OVERDEAWN.

The Times' picture, as applied to the pres-
w@nt Christmas, is overdrawn.

CHRISTMAS EVE A 1T WAS.

Christmas Eve in the metropolis pre-
sentod no difference from what is seen
on an ordinary London Saturday night, with
the exception of increased drunkenness
in the quarters inhabited by the lower
classes, and the perambulation throngh the
streets of broken-winded singers, accordeon
men and Manchester minstrels—the succes-
sors of the “‘waits" of former days. With
the exception of these there was mothing in
the streots of London to remind one of the
mear approach of the great Christian festival.

‘“'HE FEAST OF LANTERNS."

At the Brighton Aquarium, however, the
*Feast of Lanterns" was repeated on Christ-
mas Eve. A thousand colored lamps lighted
op the cascade and fernery, producing the
most delightful effects of color. The tanks
were illuminated, and the finny and crust-
-aceous denizens of the sea were soen as well ns
when lit by the rays of the sun. The build-
ing was thronged to its utmost enpacity with
Jdwoliday folk. There wns an excellent musi-
eal programme, which was carried out with
fine artistic cffect.

But London offered no such attractions,

Church party, officiated, The church was
elaborately decorated. The ministerappeared
clad in the vestments of Rome, and said
mass, in the English language, with all the
formalitics of the Papal ritual and the ob-
servance of o priestly gennﬂoxion eastward.

AN ALTAR PROCSSION AND SYMBOLIC GRIB.

There wos a procession of clergy and
acolytes, with a canopy and incense, while
the singing of the Christmas carol was con-
ducted by the choir,

There was also a crib representing the
stable manger in which the SBaviour was laid
after His birth,

THE SAME OBSERVANCES IN OTHER RITUALISTIC
TEMPLES,

Similar services were performed in half a

dozen other churches belonging to the Rit-

ualists.
IN THE CATHEDRALS.

The London cathedrals do not follow the
pleasant custom of the country cathedrals on
Christmas Eve. At Canterbury, Charles
Dickens' favorite Cathedral ; at Chester and
at Norwich, the cathedrals were lighted up
for muiml evening sorvices,

Av g ne
MOODY AND BANKEY'S DISCIPLES.

In the lower qmters of London the dis-
ciples of Moody and Sankey held noctur-
nal musical services.

IN THE QUEEN'S CHAPEL AT WINDSOR.

There were midnight services in the
Queen's chapel (Bt. George's), Windsor, not-
withstanding the fact that Her Majesty is
at Osborne.

AT ST, PAUL'S AND THE ABREY.

At St Paul’'s Cathedral this (Christmas)
morning a full choral service was performed.
A dean of the chapter preached a sermon on
Christ's nativity. Dean Stanley preached in
Westminster Abbey. Both of these grand
churches were tastefully decorated.

THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP AND THE CATHOLIC
CLERGY,

His Eminence Cardinal Manning, Arch-
bishop of Westminster, officiated at the
Catholie pro-Cathedral. The Very Rev. Canon
Gilbert addressed afashionable Catholic con-
gregation at St. Mary's church, Moorfields,
and the Rev, George Potter, the celebrated
Jesuit, preached from the pulpit of the
Southwark Cathedral.

OTHER SHINING LIGHTS.

Revs. Messrs. Parker, Verissey and New-
man Hall preached elogquently to their re-
spective congregations,

Rev. Mr. Spurgeon was absent from the
city.

CARING TOB THE INNER MAN.

The afterncon hours were, of course, de-
voted to caring for what Hawthorne has
characterized as ‘‘the most troublesome
portion of an Englishman's anatomy "—the
stomach.

MLLE. ALBANL

Mlle. Albani sang the soprano part in the
oratorio of the ‘‘Messiah” given at Alberi
Hall, in the afternoon.

THE PANTOMIMES.

The performance of the Christmas panto-
mimes will commence, according to imme-
morial custom, in the city theatres on Mon-
day, the 27th inst., popularly known as
Boxing Day.

The pantomimes are somewhat scarcer than

usaal,
A4 FIRST PRODUCTION,

The Crystal Palace proprietary produced
last week the pantomime of “Jack in Won-
derland, or the Wonderful Beanstalk,” intro-
ducing a negro troupe of performers and a
refined and graceful ballet,

AT THE ALEXANDRA.

The directors of the Alexandra Palace
commenced last week the performance of
“Harlequin, the Yellow Dwarf, or the King
of the Gold Mines," a piece which causes the
children to rejoice and wonder,

WHAT WILL BE SEEN ON BOXING DAY,

The chief resorts for amusement on Mon-
doy are Drury Lane Theatre, with Blanchard's
“Whittington and His Cat,” the Vokes fam-
ily taking the principal parts. At Covent
Garden *‘Cinderella and the Butterflies’ Ball
and Grasshoppers’ Feast,” and at Sanger's
“Lady Godiva,” while many of the minor
theatres in the city and all the suburban
houses have announced pantomimes with
grandiloquent titles,

THE LITTLE ONES IN A HEYDAY OF ENJOYMENT,

You can see from all this that the young
folks of London are amply provided for in
the matter of Christmas holiday pleasures,
not to speak of an international doll show
which is to open on Monday next at the
Alexandra Palace, with prizes for the best

HIOH CHURCH SERVICES.
in the churches Christmas Eve was cele- |
brated prineipally by the Ritualists. A floral i
welcome wns given to “‘Father” Christmas
in most of the High churches, which were
thronged, yesterday evening, by thousands
of London fashionables. All the West End
High churches held carol services—a musieal
rocital of the events which are recorded of |
the nativity of the Saviour.
KO MIDNIGHT MARSES
The eelebration of midnight mnsses was
discontinued some years ago by the Catholic
congrogations, on acconnt of the inter-
.ference of the cily “roughs” with the devo-
tees when on their way to and from the
.chuarches,
A HIOH CHURCE SUBSTITUTE,
But thers wos something similar to the maas
oerformed at midnizght last nicht st St Al-

dolls, baby dresses and tiny furniture.

CHRISTMAS WEATHER
Christmas Day dawned with mild and
sunny weather. According, however, to an
old song preserved in the Harleian manu- |

scripts in the British Museum—

If Crystmas on the Saterday falle,

That wynter ya to be dreadden alie;
Hyt nhall be so Mall of greto tompeste
That byt shall sle bothe man and beste,
Fruite and corn shal faylo grote won,
And olde fulke dyen many on,

NATIONAL OONGRATULATION,

England congratulates herself that the
dreaded part of the present season is already
past. The month of December has been a !
disastrous one.
gtorms in its early days. Colliery explo-

There were severo snow

sions, attended with the most fatal conse- |

quences, followed, and then eame the burn-
inz of the stepmshio Goliaths

BETURNING HOPE.

But the gloomy weather has disappeared.
“Winter retires discomfited,” says a comic
paper, ‘‘seeing that his services can be dis-
pensed with, "

BEATING,

The skating rinks are crowded with peo-

ple, both at London and Brighton.
BUSINESS AND FINANCES.

Business during the week in nearly all
financial circles has been slack and stagnant.
With the approach of the holidays there is
o closing up of transsctions, and few new
contracts are ‘gelfg made, The prevailing
tone of the markets, howeul'. is one of stead-
iness, and encourages the belief that after
the 1st of January a revival will ocenr in
many branches of trade, and money will find
more active use in carrying forward the va-
rious projects upon which England depends
for her wealth.

FOREIGN BECURITIES
in the main have been from steady o firm, not-
withstanding the prevalence of rumors con-
cerning Peruvian and Egyptian Stocks, that
were caleulated to affect the entire market
In the latter less than
usual activity is shown, and, pending the
result of the missiou of the Hon. Mr. Cave,
M. P., who has gone to Egypt on mafters con-
nected with the recent purchase from the
Khedive of his the Buez
Canal, there is not likely to be ma-
terial chonge in prices, Concerning
THE PERUVIAN BONDS

there are contradictory reports with reference
te the payment of the January cotipons. It is
said that negotistions for an advance to pay
the same have been broken off in Paris and
transferred to London. There is undoubt-
edly a disposition Lere to render aid to the
Peruvian government, provided the latter
will give sufficient guarantees to make par-
ties investing reasonably secure.
to the purchase of

sympathetically.

shares in

Reverting

THE SUBZ CANAL,
English, French and German journals con-
tinue to discuss its effect from various points
of view. A well known military and naval
critic, in a recent number of the Cologne
Gazelte, declares that, from
cial-polilical aspect, there can be no
doubt that the gain to England is
great, because the command of the Suez
Canal supplies the last link missing in
the chain of stations on the road to India,
uniting Gibraltar and Malta on the one hand
with Aden and India on the other, He
cluims, however, that the gain in material
power is not so great as is represented by
many journals; that

THE KEY TO EASTERN EUROPE
is not Alexandria or Port Said, but Con-
stantinople, and that in order to
nontralize the power of the Ilatter po-
sition by fortifying Suez, England would
destroy the “international” charcter of
the canal and evoke the protest of other
nations. The writer further argues that in
the event of war the defence of Egypt and
the canal would necessitate a division of both
her land and naval forces, and possibly
make the purchase thus turn out a
source of wecokness rather than of gain.
A number of English gentlemen who are
interested in commercial affairs are now vis-
iting Egypt on what in America you would
call ** prospecting tonrs,” and the resull of
their observations is anxiously awnited.

8 commer-

ERIE.

The Erie reconstruction scheme described
in my last despatch continues to grow in
favor, The Times says that the proposi-
tion ought to be accepted as
which the interests of all
parties. The Financier says that if the
company .is honestly operated on a cash
basis, the return of American prosperity,
which will be hastened by the Centennial
Exhibition, will place Erie on a sound basis
and make it a dividend paying compeny.

one
represents

The Erie consolidated sterling mortgages
have been well supported and show a further
advance:

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT BONDS
have been strong on a demand for export.
There is an evident disposition on the part

of our people to buy the currency bonds, |

based on the belief in an early resnmption of
specie payments.
AMERIUAN RAILWAY BONDS,

The best class of American railway bonds,
those that have stood the test of panic, the
shrinkage of values, the depressed condition
of business for the past two years, and are
not threatened with default, are in fuir
demand by investors and regarded among
the most attractive of foreign securities,
Recently published comparisons between
American and English
markably favorable to the former, o fact
which has largly conduced to their inereased

railways are re-

| popularity, and secured for them the con- |
| fidence of the public, Indeed the steadi-

ness of the advance of American government

and milway bonds is one of the most satis-

factory features of the London market,

CANADA'S DETENSIVE POWER.

Orrawa, Doc 25, 1875,

Whoa the British troope were withdrawn from Can-
ada, (o 1870, an Agroement was entered into by whe
Dommion government with the imperial governmant
1o spend §1,000,000 anvually in Keeping ap the de-
fonmive force of the militia for ive yeark  As that time
axpires with the present month the Dominion Parlia.
maont will consider the militia quediion st the spproach-
Ing session, aud it I8 sald thas wbe goveromont will
largely reduyve exvendilures

CHRISTMAS [N PARIS

The Wonders of the Gay Capital
in Christmas Week.

THE TRADE IN ETRENNES.

Marvellous Toys that Talk,
Walk and Dance.

CELEBRATING  MIDNIGHT  MASS.

Theatrical Doings-The Revues
of 1875—-Myers' Circus.

POLITICS IN THE HOLIDAYS,

A Shrewd Radical Motion Hurt-
ing Politic Republicans,

D'AUMALE AND THE PRESIDENCY.

[SPRCIAL DESPATCH TO THE HERALD BY mnu.]
Herarp Bureav,

No. ﬂl A\rx &gx'{)e%%?g

No matter how mnch interest conbres ;n
political mutters, the last ten days of the
year in Paris are given over to the joys of the
festive season. French gayety bubbles over
and the domestic virtues receive their
wonted tribute in the praftiest of presents
{ntemhnnged between families and friends
until 1t }urf‘} peems that every one of its
two million or so of inhabitants must have at
least a dozen presents apiece. When we add
to those for Parisian consumption, the moun-
tains of packages sent to country cousins
and thobe bought by the tens of thousands
who flock in from the distant suburbs,

THE TRADE IN ETRENNES
or New Year's gifts, will be seen to figure
enormously in the commerce of Paris. The
quantity and variety of articles furnished by
French industry and fashioned by French
ingennity for what is wi as la petile com-
merce, which youn call “notions” in America,
is truly astonishing, an approxi-
mate idea of its importance to Yaris
could be gathered yesterday by
A BTROLL ALONG THE BOULEVARDS.

It was not so easy to stroll there, howevgr,
as on the afternoons when nothing can be
more delightful than to participate in the
easy movement to and fro upon the broad
pavement, the coming and going of lounging
thonsands which Parisians, with sublime but
pardonable egotism, never weary of deserib-
ing as “the march of civilization,” the
‘' tide of fushion,” the *‘panorama of pro-
gress.” VYesterday it was diffioult to move
in any given dirsction for ten paces without
being obliged to apologize for sharp contact
with a portly bourgeois and Lis wife, or to ac-
cept as graciously as may be the * Pardon,
monsieur™ of a smiling ouvrier, who, in his
heedless delight, had trodden on your toes.
If the objurgations of the Frenchman are
unique, surely also is his politeness, and

and

there were as many hats raised and pardons
begged yesterday as there were bullets fired
in the last week of the Commune.

PARIS ON CHRISTMAS EVE
was one huge fair. I'rom the Place de la
Bastille to the Madeleine, the booths of the
venders of fancy articles extended, each one
surrounded by a throng of votaries and chaf-
ferers. It was easier to halt occasionally in
front of these extemporized boutiques than to
move nlong, and a glance nt the marvels of

the trouble. The resources of inventiveness
seem to have been exhaustod.

MARVELLOUS NEW TOYSH,

There were

which it would require a Littré to catalogne
Everything
wialked and talked and danced and jumped

and a Henri Taine to describe.

Angot” or “'Giroflé-Girofla.” In fact, it re-

| tiveness for the fubriguiers to turn out the
| average Frenchman in the shape of a toy,

| wnd one can ensily see, then, how the govern-
ment could fill the benches of the new

French tuste and ingennity was really worth : plain their politic nction to the uncompro-

and played airs from “La Fille de Madame

|

many movements on foot to relieve the want
which is present in all large cities in the
winter time ; but one which will commend
itself to the kindly sympathy of all is a sub-
seription which has been started for the pur-
pose of giving appropriate New Year's pres-
onts to the charity children of the various
beneficont institutions of Paris. A large
sum has already been received for this
worthy objeoct.
THE RELIGIOUS PRTES,

In noticing the religions ceramonies which
took place it may ba scarcely necessary to re-
call that in Catholic countries the great dis-
tinctive ceremonial of Christmas is

THE MIDNIOHT MASS,

I need not in these despatches enlarge
upon the mysteries it svinbolizes or the
mighty Christian eventit celebrates in all
the pomp of the Roman ritual. In all the
leading churches, with the exception of
Notre Dame, the mass was held and the ser-
vices were attended by great crowds of both
sexes. At the Madeleine, the Pantheon and
St. Etienne dun Mont l.he altar decorations
were magnificent, and in each a representa-
tion of the manger at Bethlehem attracted
the attention of the pious and the curious.

AN ADLE PREACHEER.
The services to-day were equal]y well ot

tended, the principal attraction bmng the |

eele‘hmted prmher, Pore Olivier. Ho isa
?ﬁ‘u g, an%h;etm and eloquent clerio, whe
lashea the fashionable sins and eommon fol-
lies of the day with a keen, polished tmd nn-
sparing satire, o e
THE THEATRES.

~ha

From the church to the theatre is one atep "

with the Frenchman: that is if he ever steps
into a church at all. Christian or infidel,
however, he is as fond of his theatre as

the Roman rabbls were of the circus, and on -

Christmas eve the places of amusement here
were all erammed.
REVIEWS OF THE YEAR

Aoccording to the custom which has grown
up of late years of presenting the events of
the yenr in a stage setting, or exhibiting the
men and things that have come to the sur-
face during the twelvemonth in tableanx
linked together by satirical doggerel, Reuvues
of 1875 were given at the Aleazar and the
Théiitra Déjuzet last night. Thers were
some good hits in each, but I found one of
them wearisome in spite of a dazzling mise

o seene.
MYERS' CIBOUSH,

The great American cirous opened by Mr.
Myers at the Magasing Réunis has proved a
great success, The receipts have averaged
$4,000 nightly, and the management expects
to see this sum incressed daring the holiday
In-
deed, when the great preliminary outlay for
the huge exhibition is taken into account, it
will be seen that only great returns at the
doors, and long continued, can make this
undertaking financially what it has been
artistically—a success,

THE AMERICAN LEVEE.

On New Year's Day the honors of the re-
ception at the American Legation will be
done by Consul General Torbert in the ab-
sence of Minister Washburne.

PRENCH POLITICS.

Turning to things political, I may remark
that the ill-timed motion of the radical
Deputy Naquet for extending an amnesty (o
the exiled and imprisoned Communists,
which was 8o overwhelmingly defeated this
woek, i8 producing important results. The
liberal eonstituencies have begun to pour in

INDIGNANT REMONSTRANCES
upon their republiean representatives who
voted in the negative, much to the annoy-

season, which is now fairly under way.

| ance of the latter, who find it difficult to ex-

mising “reds" who blame them so bitterly,
There is no doubt that it was Naqnet's inten-
tion to bring about such a state of affairs,

| for the extreme radicals are desirous of

marking their lines as rigidly as Gideon npe

. plied the tests that narrowed down his band

quires but a little stretch of French inven- |

| Assembly and the Senate with creatures who |

would vote “*aye” or “nay"” when the Pres-

" ident
TOUCHED A SPRING

In this manner M. Buffet could keep the
conservatives in power indefinitely, and se-

cure that majority next year which cireum-
stances do not promise now. It is appar-
ently about the only way that the republi-
cans ean be kept from troubling MacMahon
and the legitimists, and I commend it to
their attention before it is too late.

This en

passant.
AT THE MAGASINS,

The “funcy
was regularly beseiged all day, snd the
honses of Boisser nnd Biraudin were equally
At the latter the sale of
| bonbons was immense. Swectmeats of every
| kind, done up in every imaginable kind of
| package, box and econe, flaming with gold
foil, tinsel, colored isinglass wnd ribbons
were literally serambled for by the throng,
| who were as earnest over their purchases as
they were light of heart in being able to make
them.

goods” establishment of Giroux

unappronchable.

NEW YRAR'S CHARITY.
Nor in all this joyous holiday preparation

to the proper proportions for performing his
memorably snecessful ruse de guerre.
BEPUDLICAN DISSENSION.

Thiers, Gambetta and Louis Blane, repre-
senting three grades of repablicanism are
enually opposed to Naquet on this question.
The republican party, indeed, is as badly
disunited as its enemies could wish.

PUSH THINGS.
Premier Buffet has issued instruetions to

[

the prefects of all the departments to sup- |

port the conservative candidates of every
shade in the coming elections agninst those

put forward by the republicans, hoping to '

take advantage of the present state of affairs

in the republican lines; but the latter have

shown a wonderful tenacity of purpose, and,

with the advantages gained in the Senato-

rinl elections of the Assembly, will mot go

befors the conntry wholly demornlized,
MACMANON'S RIVAL

The presidential candidature of the Due |

d'Aumale, put forward by the Right Centre,
is not attracting much speculation at present.
It is known that the Comte de Chambord
and the Comte de Paris disapprove the move-
ment. They do not desire in any sense to
mennce the Septennste, which the most
acute royalists still believe to be the warm-
ing-pan of the monarchy.
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