
<

silver veins.
Gigantic Excavations in the Great

Ore Bodies.
... !

FIGHTING SUBTERRANEAN FLOODS

The "Working Miners and Their
Organization.

A RULE OF SILENCE.

ii i( k aim j.i leci loug. Alio wuuie itigemer was

nearly half a mile iu length anil coat about an much
as the pump. The various machinery necessary to

complete tlie pumping apparatus.compressor for
compressing air in order to work the donkey pumps,
tec.cost fully as much.
The new pump has been miming sinco August,

lKTti. and has made 9,200 strokes every twenty-four
hours, throwing tifty-threo ami a half gallons
of water per stroke, or 492,200 gallons a

day. Several times the water has beenreducedto within seventy-five feet of its source.tho
2.200 foot level.but owing to the intense heat (1ST de
green), and the difficulty of keeping in thorough repair
such a long system of pumps it hr.s again forced its
way upward, and now stands above the 2,100 foot
level. The expense of pumping this water is fully
$20,000 per month.

THE COMBINATION SHAFT.

The adjoining mines, being also troubled with the
water, have joined with the oue described and have
nearly completed a combination shaft," the pump,
lug machinery of which is exjiectcd to pump out the
whole of the water from the three mines and keep
them "as dry as bone." Following tho new idea of
sinking shafts far to the east ward of present workings,this combination shaft is being sunk 2.227 feet
east of the Cbollar-Potosi present shaft and nearly iu
the centre of the properties of the three mining companies.It in a magnificent pieco of work and exhibitsunmistakably that the owners believe
iu the long continuance of deep mining on the Coinstock.The location of the shaft so far cast will requirethe sinking of 11,000 feet before it strikes the
west wall or west casing of the Coinstook lode, and
In its course downward it will enable the miners to
prospect directly from the shaft at all desirable
I..(it liu w )i ii* 11 iu it urnat ii.l villi t»,... r>v«u »in I... I l,.o

Working which had tube mlopted from tin; old shafts.
ITS COKSTUUCriOX.STHIKKH THK SUTllO TUNNEL.
This new shaft lias four compartments. Three are

fixii feet in the clear, and the fourth, which is used
for the pumps, is tlx" feet. It is timbered with red
spruce 14x14. which is unexcelled for durability, and
is planked outside with the same material 11 inches
thick. "Sets of timbers" are 4*, feet from centres,
and when complete and in piare consume about
4,000 feet of lumber. The excavation for the shaft is
about 10 feet in width aud about 30 feet, in length.
At the depth of 1,503 feet a drift runs north KW feet

and intersects the Kutro Tunnel. At the depth of
1,70.1 feet a drift runs west connecting with the neighboringincline, giving ample ventilation, the fresh
air {Hissing down to the bottom of the shaft, then tip
and through the dritt, the incline and the shaft. The
ai.-blows a gale through this drift. The shaft tins
been sunk 2.2(15 feet, and there work was sus{M'Uded
in order to occupy the entire force in putting in the
pumps, rods, *c., for raising the water.

thk rtisraro enuikk
is a compound vortical beam engine with two cylinders.the lurge one <15 inches in diameter, the smaller
one 32 Indies and about 10 feet stroke. These cylindersstand over the beam and are connected to one

end; with tic other is connected the pump rods, of
Oregon pine, 1.7 inches square nud in lengths of loo f< et
each. They arc strapped together with iron plates on
the four sides, 1 inch thick, 10 inches wide and :U feet
long.
There nre a double line of pumps, 15 Inch"* in

diameter, which will throw at each stroke 147 gallons
of water, aud will raise more water than any throe of
the largest pumps now working on the Cofnstock.
The pump rods and pumps are handled by a largo
steam winch, capableof raising a weight of sixty tons.
Tile sinking to the present depth lias been done with
a single engine, 20 inches in diameter, AC. Inches
stroke, running two reels, so arranged that one raises
the rope while tbo other lowers it, or "one up, the
other down."

THF "SKFFT."
The rock excavated lu suik.ng the shaft and the

wafer encountered up to this time is raised in a

"skei t," which is automatic in its action, and was first
Introduced at this shaft. The "skoet" consists of a

rectangular iron box, hi t in a frame or sash of iron,
inl of capacity lor about four and a half tons of

rock. On the arrival ol the "skeet" at the surface the
box in turned over and the contents discharged into
a "dump" o'r "bin" at the aide of the shaft, froiu
which (he water runa away, anil the rock is taken by
the "carman" and dumped into the "waste pile."
On lowering the "skeet" the box instantly resumes

it." upright position, two latchea drop into place and
hold it in poaltion, and it slides down thu abaft
ready fot another load. The coat of the abaft, 10ariiinery,building, Are., has bom about $1,(10(1,0(10.
Work *a* begun -'anuary It. l«7f>; grading for aite Tor
the aimft ami buildim In can on the 1st of January,
in l"t7r, 477 |,., t were sunk; in 1H"B, /W8 feet; 111 lXi'7,
7o5 fret, and in is"s, 4ir>feet. The work was suspendedfor the purpose of putting in the puuipa on
the 'dfith of June. The bottom "f the abaft is now Ot'o
feet below the. Hit fro Tunnel.

tux mix nut who no tub work.

There are seasons of dulness in mining as in everythingelse, arising sometimes from the inability of
some companies to procure all the money necessary
to prospect or do "dead work." Others, again, may
want ill straighten up their shafts or nicks other
changes, ami at such times the miner may have "a

pell ol idleness, lien on the Coumtoi k, or within
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wvcu or eight milt**, they may unniber from three
thousand to tUo thousand. Three-ilftb* are Irish,
one-fifth Kugiish, Welsh and NuuU ti, and the other
tilth Canadians, French and Americana. This estituttte1 have front a prominent member of the Miner*'
Union. Tb y are not to be cltitnicd with laborers;
the miner is u skilled mechanic, generally intelligent,
orderly and sober. Most of the superintendents are

men a ho have worked underground with pick,
shovel and drill. The biggest millionuaire ou the
Pacific slope was a miner, and is prouder of that
fact thau of his millions, lie is an incessant worker,
looks to every detail of his mines on the surface;
is about from Ave A. M. to live P. M.. aud goes into
the mines every day and sometimes through the
night. He is s perfect Hercules, with a brain brimfulof facts ami cmumau sense. My task is not to

philosophize altout "good luck." 1 know nothing
but the providence of farts.
Working of a mine requires brains everywhero,

aud from the owner of the mine, down through the
uu.....kl»1.< !... nii-lr

boy," clear heads are as indispensable as strong anil
brawny arms. The French officer, to whom I referred
in my first letter, who was astonished at finding a

well read rlerk behind a desk in a small country
hotel iu California, would be surprised with some

acquaintances ho might make in the mir.es on the
Cotnstoek. They are eight-hour men, and l>y a

very just arrangement their "shifts" are changed
every two weeks. The division of the day is from
seven A. M. to three P. M., from three P. M. to
eleven P. M., from eleven P. M. to seven

A. M.; so all of them havo their share
of daylight every mouth, in which they
have the opportunity for intellectual Improvement
and also the day .leisure for attending to their own
personal business. Many of them have dealt in
stocks and got rich, aud as many or more perhaps
could tell of their utter ruin by a noutrary experience,Many influential citizens of California aud
Nevada have their sons iu the mines learning to bo
miners. It is the most promising profession in the
country.

DIVISION OP MINING I.ABOR.
As a classification of this industrial labor the followingstatement of the average number of men employedin all capacities is interesting:.2 foremen, 4

assistant foremen, 12 shift bosses, 2 timekeepers, 2
ore shippers, 2 samplers, 14 ossayers, 12 engineers, ti

brakeraeu, fi firemen. 8 watchmen. 10 blacksmiths, 8
machinists, 6 riggers, 15 shuftmen, 75 bttlklieaders,
10 surface tlmbermen, 18 carpenters, 12 carmen, 1,090
miners. Total, 1,818 men, and 740 men employed at
the wood ranch of the Pacific Wood, Lumber and
Flume Company. This is the force of one group of
mines.

HIJ.ENCE IN THE MINE.

While mines are still yielding ore the management
very properly keep all valuable information to themselves.Were it otherwise the streets would be filled
with wild rnmors. good aud bad, every hour of the
day. There is visibly a/sense of obligation to keep
silence about every person associated in any way
with a mine. Every one realizes that "knowledge is
power." and that this particular knowledge rightfullybelougs to the officers of the eotupauy and uot
to the employes or the public. Before reflecting
over this situation I was struck with the silence of
the miners underground. The sharp ring of the
miner's pick could be heard at "the breast,"
th» lium and buzz of the cooling blowers, the
oscillating and action of the patent drills, the
fizzing of the escaping steam and the rumbling
of the winze machinery, but not a human
voice away from that of onr own small party, as inquirymight be made or information voluntecreJ.
Through the long drifts the candles burned freely,
illuminating the darkness and making every object
visible enough: revealing the miners at work, restingor passing from place to place. Groups coming
on to work: others standing in line to take their
tarn in getting on to "the cage" to mount to the
surface. No one spoke to his neighbor. The superintendenthad something to say to the foreman and
the latter had some inquiry to make of "the
shift boss," bnt sll the others might have been
deaf and dumb. In vassing along from place to
place I dropped a word here and there in the way of
"Good morning, gentlemen!" but no tongne answeredand no eye sent baek a responsive glance. At
first I thought the miners might be of foreign nationalityand not understand my language, but the
second thought brought forward the fact.it was system,the science of military service, sensibly applied
in a civil industry. Where large bodies of men arc

working together silence is wholesome and profitable.but engaged iu an Industry where the work of
an hour in a rich body of ore or striking a "hump"
of worthless porphyry might change the values of
stock to the tune of millions, it becomes imperative
that miners "have eyes and seo not, ears and hear
not," and tongues that never even whisper.

THE TRICKS or THE TRADE.
Where great gains are often effected by a little early

Information on tho condition of the mine it is to he
expected that every means will be resorted to in order
to obtniu it. There ure men here who live by gaining
this information and immediately forwarding it telegraphically,iu cipher, to brokers in San Francisco,
Such professionals are called "pointers," as they furnishthe "points" which determine the purchase or

the sale of stocks. Tho "pointer." of course, is unknown,and to be successful he should be the last
gentleman to be suspected of any linitun with the
miners. A good story, and true, I believe, is told of
a young man who wos working in one of the bonanza
mines at a time wtien "a horse" was struck. Two
hours before his "shift" would have performed ita
task ho swooned and fi ll among the rook. The imitationwas excellent, and his sympathizing comrades
troatod hlra with tho utmost cnre, dashing upon bim
loo water nnd carrying him to tho coolest place on the
level, whom lie oould he supplied with fresh air
from the blowers, lie. however, persisted in not recoveringand was taken to tho surfaeo, for whieh he
had so artistically played, liuinodiately that he was

free of the attentions of those who had so well eared
for liim ho rushed for the ear of tho "pointer," gave
htm the "hear" information, tho "cipher" went over

the wire, stocks were hurriedly "shorted," the market
was bewildered, the news got out. stocks broke in
wild confusion, tbe "pointer" and his friends made
a largo^amount of money and the swooning minor
was handsomely rewarded. This sharp business was

so quickly done and so well executed that the flrst
intimation had by the superintendent of the mine
of tho presence of the "porphyry" or "horse" in
tho body of the rich ore was by telegrnni from San
Francisco. That superintendent is provorblnlly the
most vigilant man on the Conistock. Imt the little
swoon gave two hours the start of flie "boss"'re|
port at tlir end of "the sliiff."

It is commonly believed that there are men workfugIn the mines for the usual pay, covering np the
more remunerative reward they reeeive for supplyingbrokers In Han Frauriseo with valuable information.Honorable miners not ouly dislike this du
plielty and dcolallil against it, but they fee) It a

serious annoyance, as tho leaking out of aurb inforImation is ns apt to throw snspieion on tho innocent
ns on the guilty, and where the guilty one Is not disicovered a whole shift of won huvu been discharged
and never re-ongagi d.

It is to sueh sources of information.oftentimes
premature, frequently wrong and only seldom right.
that the stork market owes its violent fluctuations and
its panics, that demoralise everybody and ruin thou.
sands of persons who know nothing of the whys and
wherefores for the change*.

TtflC Ml*KB*' TKtOK.
I.Ike every other organisation for the regulation of

the prices of labor it has its advocates and lis opponent*.It rhose a patriotic day for its birth, and
so formally organised July 4, 1*157, with n president,
vlee president, secretary, treasurer and other olflrem,
w ho are semi annually elected by ballot. No person Is
admitted to membership without some one vow hing
that he ts sober, holiest and of good moral eharacter.
The initiation fee Is f with a monthly fee of fifty
rents awl any otlit r assessment as may bo agreed
upon nt the regular monthly meeting by a vote of
t wo-thirds of all its members.
The object of (he union Is to preserve and keep up

the highest wages.whii'h at the present time ore $f
a day.and to extend the "benefits" of $h a week,
besides other attentions from the " Visiting Committee,"to any memlicr who by strkness arising
from natural causes may Im' Incapable of following
his daily labor. In August of last year the superintendentof the mines came to an understanding with
the union thai lloOe hut Its members should lie employc«l in the In lues, that clgiit hours should bo a
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" shift," except where the temperature wss over 100
degrees, sad thst then six hours should be the time
of lsbor, and the pay in either case should be $t a

shift.
The Miners' Union has a very good suit of rooms

and a large reading room on B street, with a library
thst bespeaks more intellect than frivolous romance.
The daily papers and the Illustrated of New York are

all there, magazines and periodical literature aud the
weekly papers of the principal cities of the Union.
English papers are also to be found on the table.
Hide rooms are furnished with cards, the chessboard,
"chec»juers" and, in Gold llill and Silver City, a

billiard table.
To all intents the union is in the height of its

power, and in all probability will remain dictator
whilo the mines are prosperous or in expectancy of
success. There is too much at stake for the managementof a mine ever to think of measuring strength
with "a strike." The unceasing flow of water must
be every moment fought, and to "shut down" amine
is to aunonnee disaster. There is such a thing as

resurrection, but it is a frightful expenditure of
money to reopen a mine and place it where it was
when work was stopped. The Miners' Union doubtlessrcalir.es all tnis, aud is, for ought 1 know,
delicate and considerate in the use of its
power. With a continuance of prosperity the agreed
number of working hours and rate of wages will
exist, but without this prosperity a day will oouie

when the miners will have to decide on permitting a

lower priced labor to exist or for mine owners to
leave the country. I hear no ono begrudging the
present prices paid to the miners for their labor underground,especially as iu hot places it is very trying,but a very large amount of low grade ore is
accumulating, which cannot lie worked at the presentrates, and before the abandonment of the Cornstocktakes place, in some otber generation, the experimentof working these ores will bo tried.

THF. lit \T IN THE MINES.

In some parts of the mines the heat is excessive
and physically overpowering.where the proper ventilationhas not been obtained, and that is at times
beyond the will of genius or the power of wealth.
The constant aim of a superintendent is to open connectionfrom his mines to another, where mutual
benefits are experienced in a current from some shaft
or other connecting with the surface. At the present
time there is but one hindrance somewhere about
the centre of the Comstock, to a continuous undergroundroute from Utah in the North to Overman in
the South. It is hoped that the Sutro Tunnel may
do some good and the new deep shafts improve
ventilation; in the meantime the air from the surface
is sent down to the lower levels, by great blowers
through very large tubes, diffnsiug its refreshing influenceto grateful natures, and in time ventilation
will be perfect.
By most people it has been thought that the actual

depth of a mine had everything to do with its temperature,but experience here and elsewhere has destroyedthat notion. The deep mines are generally
warm, but in the same district a mine now and again
is found whore heavy clothing is necessary to the
visitor going underground, and also in the warm

mines the temperature of upper levels lias been
fouud higher than in other levels some hundreds of
feet lower.
No less than ten thousand tons of ice are annually

consumed in the lower levels. Blocks of ice are

placed along the drifts and everywhere near the men
are large casks filled with ire for their use. Notwithstandingall the appliances brought to their aid
there are places where work must bo done in order to
' open up" the mine, wnere the miners are able to
work bnt two or three iniuntes at a time. The miners
so eugaged work not more than three or fonr hours a

day. One half are "cooling off" while the other half
are at work. This respite is called "a pass," and the
time allowed for each "pass" is regulated by the
miners themselves, according to the degree of the
temperature and the condition of exhaustion.

THE COST OF [.Alton IN ONE MINK.

A dividend paying mine made a detailed statement
of wages paid last year in extracting 217,432 tons of
ore and reducing of that amount 213,(%3 130-2,000, in
the following figures:

306 days' labor at $230 00 per month... $2,300 00
253 da> s' labor at 200 00 per month... 1,600 00
19 days' labor at 7 00 per day 133 no

1,195»J days' labor at <1 00 per day 7,173 (Ml
32 days' labor at 5 50 per day 17(1 00

7,233 lj days' labor at S 00 per day 30,1(17 50
940 days'labor at 4 50 per day 4.230 00

178.134 days labor at 4 00 per day 712,Kid 00
3,359 days' labor at 8 no pur day 11,750.10

30 daya' labor at 3 00 per day '.10 00

Total f776,802 00
Average daily wages $4 05);.

Total cost per ton $10 08 8-10
Hoisting oro and waste $0 85 7-10
Reducing 10:»S 0-10
Labor 3 57 5-10
Supplies. bullion taxes and
general cxin-n.su 4 20 7-10

$19 08 8-10
Tbe other expenses in turning thia bullion into

gold and placing it In tlio vaults of the Nevada Bank
in San Francisco. where the stockholders draw their
dividends, are given here:.
Discount on bullion $1,039,947 18
Refining - 207,855 38
Bullion freight 70,315 20
Intelsat and exchange 78,811 '.'4

Taxes 991 .85
San Franeiseo ofllce expenses, including
stationery, salaries, etc 10,323 98

Total $1,413,745 59
This amount divided hv the number of

tons worked (213.683), gives a rout of.... $0 01 ft-10
Cost per ton in Virginia 19 08 8-10

Total cost per ton $25 70 4-10
While the average of daily wages in one mine is

placed at $4 05);, that of another is $4 33 6-100.
There are. no donbt, variations in the cost of labor
In other mines, but those Interested in mining companiesin the West will And valuable and reliable informationin the foregoing tables for their future
guidance. Those who know of mining twenty years
ago eaiumt fail to be surprised by the great progresu
and wonderful proportions of this niiuing Industry.

NORTH CAROLINA'S DEBT.

Governor Vance, of North Carolina, in his recent
message to tho General Assembly of that Btato,
speiiar, 01 rne aom 01 mc mare as rouow*:.

Ttic public debt, it will be seen by the Treasurer's
report. amounts to {ift,lif>o,<l4.'> principal and
flo.Kio.lH'J 35 inttmt. Thin is known an the recognizeddebt, ax contradistinguished from the apccial
tax bond*. What shall lie done with it is a question
that deserve* your best consideration. It is out. of
ttae-questlon for us to attempt to pay it at its faco
value. Indeed, I do not conceive thnt there
is any moral obligation on ua to do so, nor
do our creditor* cxj>oct it of tts. Quite one-halt of
our property upon which our bouds were based watt
wantonly destroyed by consent of a large majority of
those who held tbem, and no court of conscience
ttistn the earth would permit a creditor to destroy
one-half of his security and claim full payment out
of the remainder, llut we can and should pay something.Tile resolution of last session constituting
the Governor, Treasurer and Attorney General a co®iinittceto confer with our creditors gave no power to
make or accept any proposition whatever, and so an
invitation to visit New York to confer with tho holderaof our bonds waa declined. Besides this, no attemptto opcti negotiations with us lias Ijccii made,
ltut I have grounds to lielieve that very reasonable
terms indeisl can be obtained if we evince
a determination to settle the question and be done
with it. I refer exclusively to what is known as the
"ri cogni/.i d" debt. No far as the special tax lionds
are concerned my opinion, as expressed to your predecessors,remains unchanged.that they are not
1 > >/I iiiii oifluiv Iti laur up uriiiil ninsalu utilaao 14 tnav Iia

a* to a very kiu»11 fraction honestly appropriated to
th" State's 11 ho and accepted by her. For one 1 avow
my millnMi t<> eo-operate with yon to the full extentof m.v power in devising (he method and hearing
the burdenn of an honorable adjustment of all our
indebtednona, an something whleh, aooner or liter,
w ill have to be done alike for the rake of our good
uame and our future prosperity.

PROFESSOR VON H0LHT8 LECTURE.
I'rofi aaor Von Holat, of Freiburg, who haa been

aent to tliia eountry hy the Oeruian* Academy of
Heleneea to complete hla great work on the United
Stales, will lecture at Steinway Hull, next Wednesday
evening, on "Calhoun." The I'roieaaor is regarded
In Knrope an the bent authority on American constitutionalhistory, and bin lecture i» likely to be heard
with Interest.

FATAL FALL DOWN STAIRS.
between two and three o'eloek yesterday morning

Mr. Bernard Kelly, of No. 1(1 Morris avenue, Newark,
got out of bed and started to go dowu stairs for aomo
purpose not stated. Ho fell down tho entire flight,
struck heavily at the bottom, fractured his skull and
died shortly afterward before a doctor could ho summoned.Ills friends state thai lie wan perfectly
sober, lie leaves a wife and iivu children.
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SURF GUARDIANS.
The Life Saving Service on the

Long Island Coast.

TOILERS OF THE SEA.

Visits to the Stations from Montauk Point
to fonry Island.Defects of (lie

Government System.

Liff. Saving Station :ui. 1
Rockaway Ukacu. Juu. 11, 1879. (

The Third district of the Life Saving Service includes
the coasts of lthode Island and Long Island, the
most important stations, about thirty iu number,
being located between Montauk Point and Coney
Island. Captain limiting, of Uridgehaiuptou, is the
superintendent of the district. Prom the lighthouse
at tile eastern extremity of the island the beach is un- 1
broken to Fire Island with the exception of a sorry
little inlet through which the fishermen are vainly
endeavoring to coax Sliinnecoek liay to joiu the
ocean. This inlet starts from a creek in the bay
bearing the uuromantic name of Porgie Hole. On the
hold headland of Montauk is station No. 0, which has
ail the lite saving appliances but lias been for
vn&rii urithoilt *i mul in nliupim nf ilm

keeper of the lighthouse, Jonathan Miller. Ditch
l'lain. No. 7; liither Plain, No. 8, mid Xapoaguc, No.
9, divide the Point front Amagansctt, whore the
schooner James A. Potter went ashore on December
21, the crew being .gallantly reaeuod by Keeper
Charles J. Mulforu and his surfmen. Passing
Oeorgica, No. 11, David Dames, keeper, the first of
the new stations is reached at Uridgehampton. The
old houses east of this point are low and uncomfortable,and the sleeping accommodations of the crow
tlie rovorse of agreeable. The new house at Bridge,
hampton is very handsome, presenting the appearaueeof a cottage at a fashionable watering
place. There is a space between the inner
and the outer walls, however, through which
the wind finds its way, and Hings anything hut a

grateful lullaby around the ears of the shivering
crew in their cots. The Parrott gun at this house
will throw a line-carrying shot over four hundred and
fifty yards. There are two boats, one of cedar and
the other of the Francis metallic pattern. Both are
well provided with oars of the best kind. In one respectthe surfboats on this coast have the advantage
over those of the district of New Jersey. With very
few exceptions they are furnished with cork fenders
and metallic'air tanks, the latter being placed fore
and uft along the sides.

lMI'F.HKKCT LAMPS.
The lamps for patrol purposes at this and afl the

other houses arc entirely unfit for service. The glass
docs not fit tight and the light cannot stand even an

ordinary breeze. A good patrol lantern is of as

much importance as a good boat. On a wild night a

sentinel of the Hurt is in extreme danger of losing
his life should his light go out. There is not a fishingcraft off shore that cannot boast of having
superior lanterns to those furnished by the governmentto the life saving stations.

KITHKR KIDF. UI\

In a small boat house Dear the Bridgcliampton sto-
tion is a Kider lifo raft. The surfmen place very

"

little reliance upon it and speak contemptuously of i
its life saving qualities. "They say that it will float 0

in any sea; but the trouble is that we can never tell jj
which side will be uppermost." Auothcr advantage 1
which the crews of this district have over tlioir I
brethren in New Jersey is in being allowed to uso J
powder in tneir mortar practice. Drill in this essential *

branch of the Lifo Saving Service without powder is as *

absurd as would be training at Creodmoor with empty j
guns. Yet the use of powdor, except in actual sor- 1
vice, is prohibited by the government regulations on 1

the Jersey coast. Keeper Baldwin Cook and his crew j
won renown by their gallant but unavailing efforts on <

tho occasion of the Circassian tragedy, .station No. 1

13, at Southampton (Keeper Burnett), is similar to
its eastern neighbor, being a new house. The ce- <

dar boat and Francis' metallic boat are also of
the same description as those at Bridgeliampton. The
station has been presonted with a handsome library
of eighty volumes by a New York gentleman. When
tho schooner Annie C. Cooke came ashore at this
point two years ago the captain, his wife and
daughter were brought from the vessel on a

very primitive specimen of boatswain's chair. A
greater degree of tidiness would add much to the interiorappearance of this house. There aro three
boats.two metallic and one of cedar.at station No.
14, Shinnecock; keeper, A. H. Hand. The bull's-eye
lanterns furnished by tho government for patrol
duty are even worse than the old lamps, aud aro very
rarely used. This is another item in the long list of
condemned materials with which the life saving
stations are lumbered. A large tub ban been sent to
each of the houses, in which the whip of the breeches
buoy is to be coiled. It is too small for that purpose
by two-thirds, and is consequently consigned to the
condemned list.

aovnmmxT stiurnoATs.

Keeper Phillips, of station No. IS, Tyana, has a

largo cedar boat, which is so sharp in the bow that it
is almost impossible to steer her in a heavy sea.

Keeper Jessup, of station No. 10, (Juogue, has a fouroaredcedar boat of the Sag Uarbor pattern, which is
second only to the famous Hquan boats for work iu
the surf. Tho crotch sent to all the houses for the
breeches t>uoy consists or two planus or enormous

weight. and the keepers have been obliged to split
one of them, using the divided portions of tlic
plank for actual nervine. The metallic boat at statiouNo. 17, Keeper Franklin C. Jessup, eon take
ten persons ashore in n heavy sea in addition to the
crew. The shot lines at this house were in excellent
condition, and the keeper explained that the cause of
the dent ruction of those lines in some houses was in
putting tliem np in a damp condition after service.
The new Oostnn lights are covered around the edges
with thin paper instead of tinfoil, rendering tlioiu
more liable to become wot and to fray the fuses. The
crew of this house did eflleient service during the
lust winter, when the Norwogiun bark Fredcrik and
the schooners Armstrong and Marcus Hunter
stranded.
The bar runs close to the shore at station No. 18,

John Culver, keeper, and a tailhlock for the breeches
buoy is needed, There Is but one set of oars for the
tour-oared cedar boat. The western patrol of this
house ta two miles and a half in length. The surf
during a gale and high tide cuts "sluices" through
the western patrol of the next station. No. 19, Sidney
Smith, keeper, and endangers the lives of the incn
who are obliged to ford them. They are freoiicntiy
compelled to take refugo on a sandhill atul
to wait there shivering until the tide falls.
The cedar surfboat is at least one-third
too heavy for Its purpose. A drsg astern
would be of great assistance lu coming ashore in a
heavy sea. Tlie boat wagon at station No. HI, J. 11.
Hell, keeper, is very old aud unnecessarily heavy.
The axle ih of wood, and at times the exertions of tlio
crew are unable to move this cumbersome vehicle.
There is an iron ring instead of a bull's eye for the
sand anchor to act the cable through. Ttio mortar
does not Ht the Issl provided for il, alrtlnugh it wus

sentexpressly from Washington. The boat wsgou at
station No. ill, Nilns lingers, kis-js-r. is out of order
aud is liable to go to pieces when ll*<sl. Nome of the
balls do not tit the mortar and are therefore, more
ornamental than useful. The oars are of different
lengths aud the boat very heavy.

muso to a wiiKc K.
Keeper Thnrbor, of station No. ill. Heliport, thinks

that paint injures the osrs, and prefers oiling thaiu.
At the time that the slilti Spartan went ashore the
crew took the mortar ami its apparatus a mile ami a
half from the gevernment house. Tboy pressed an
old horse bchmging to a neighboring farmer Into the
service: but flic attenuated animal aooti gave out.
ami the crew were obliged to put their
ahouldera to the wheela of the handcart
themaelvca. A horao whose only regimen la aago
ami aeruh oak la not likely to attain atrengtb.
The western patrol of tlda poat la extremely
dangarona, a high tide rutting aliilrrwava through
the aatulhilla. Captain Thnrber has ureal confidence
in the Merrilnan life auit turnfahed liy the govern-
moat ami tlilnka that tlia objections raised against it
arlae from want of experience and practice. The crew
took cure of thirty-two persona from the Spartan liat
Mareli and the tiny rooking atoeo proved entirely in-
a leijuaie for the detuauda made upon It. The store
room lu till theae houaea la up atalra, over till1 laiut
room. It la no eaay tnak to carry heavy harrela
through a narrow hatchway, and, nhouhl one of theut
leak, the life Having appHratua miial he materially
injured. In a gale tmm the Houth, veering to eaat or
weat, a very ugly croaa aea ia formed on thla
coaat, and, In auch a caae, the government
surfboats are practically naeloaa. A fonr-oared cedar
heal and a J* ram la inetallie lifeboat, with a ahaky
wagon, form the principal portion of the life aaving
appllancea at Lone Hill. No. I£i, Janiea linker, keeper.
The crew «,f the atcamahip (Jreat Western, which was
loat on thia coaat two yeara ago laal Mareli, were hoa-
pilalily entertained at thia hoiiae for three ilaya. The
government pay a only forty enta a day for cu b per-

! SHEET.
son tint* provided for, although it oosta the crew a
great deal more. Keeper Smith Uhodos, of t-tatiou
No. 24. Point of Woods, lias very had oara for hie
four-nare cedar boat, and the bceechoa buoy hue
ouly one tailblock.

AT FLUE 1ULAND.
Near the fire Island lighthouse nud signal office ia

station No. Uft, Lucira Jeffrey, keeper. Here the first
of the inlets ia reached, oil whose shoals many a
vessel left her bones before the lighthouse was built.
Even now, like moths around a caudle, some craft insistupon ruuuiug in too close and stranding on the
shoals that aumiund the inlet. When the schooner
Ida B. isilsbc wont ashore on November 2d, the crew
pulled their boat through tile breakers for an hour
and a halt dead to windward, and brought all off
safely, although having no confidence in their
cral't. In a house close to the inlet ia a
Kit hardsell lifeboat, similar to those at AtlanticPityand Townaend's Inlet. With a crew of
twelve or fourteen this boat would ba
very serviceable, as she ia self-righting
and self-bailing. But with her great weight
and draught of water she ia not the eralt tor
the ahoals on this couat. Once aground, she would
bo entirely helpless. On a rocky coast, like that of
Maine, where her inventor is superintendent, the
Kichardsou lifeboat is invaluable. Crossing the inlet,
which was full of drifting ice, I cauie to stutiou No.
2(1, Oak Island, Henry Oakley, keeper. The Parrott
gun at this House cuu throw a line carrying shot 387
yarda. The bar ruua in close to the shore except at
the inlet.

A DASHKllOL'S PATROI..
On the west end of Oak Island stands Station No.

27, Prank K. Wieka, keeper. Here ia another dangerouspatrol, full of sluiceways at high tide, through
which the surf rushes, the depth oftcu exei oding six
feet, Quicksands abound at this point. More than
oue-ijiiarter of a mile of the sand hills lias been
washed away within two years. In very eold
weather the ice from the inlet is piled up along the
beach, thereby increasing the perils of the surfmeu '

an patrol. The gunwulo and thwarts of the fouraaredsurf boat being too low, the keeper was

abliged this winter to raise the gunwale
uearly four inches. The schooner (ieneral C'ouuorweut ashore in a southwest gale at t
Jones' Beach last winter. The crew of this station, h
with the assistance of the men of the next hou-e to g
the west, took off' the captain, his wife, daughter and a
:rew, all of whom had taken refuge in the fore rig- g
King, it was a hard pull of throe miles, and the t
women were almost cxllaused when taken ashore, ii
fhe life-saving crew cheerfully aurrmdernd their i:
sleeping apartment to theui and sought scanty ac- 1
xmimodatioUH in the boat room. A new set of ours k
>ud a supply of bedding is needed at this house. Two
inlets.Oilgo ami Ketcham's.divide this station from
So. 28, Jones' Beach. A. 0. Wieka, keeper. t

A LIFE-OAVINO STATION A 1)111 FT. \
ini-i iiuusc uuu u variety til iuv ruiurvs liint wlulit, I

iml the courage unit determination of its crew, under *
the moHt tryuit; circumstances, were remarkable. 11
I'owurd the end ot November the surf reached the I
(inline and heat against it with such fury that the c
rew went to work and removed all the equipments i

in thu Hurt boat to a pluce of safety. Tlie next day a
the surf took the house out to sea, and afterward a
eft it on another part of the beach. The crew secured t
it with difficulty and shovelled the sand away trorn it, ,]
ach tide bringing the sand back again. The house was
then placed on another part ot the beach, fastened f
town, and all the life saving apparatus brought hack. t
Vbnut this time the General Connor came ashore and t
the crew worked manfully, notwithstanding the ad- ]
verse circumstances under which they were placed. i
Mew Year's Day brought the surf three feet doep around u
the house, and the crew were again obliged to leave. f
riiey built a rude shanty at some distance from tlie
itation as a refuge iu ease their winter home should \
ie entirely swept away. The following entry iu the f
og of February 23 will give an idea of the disconi- t
orts of these brave men:.i
Wears nil sitting upstairs with oilskins on. One of the J

nen put on a Merriinan suit to go out after small holt, t
vliicii was anchorod mar house. Put itchier out of win- r

low, tlie stairs being washed away. Midnight.House .
list moved otf the blocking and shifted quite a good way.
iot a very pleasant place to stay in. One o'clock.Think Jif leaving tine house, for we consider it anything hut safe. '

Before thiH the house was carried off the second *

ime, a new inlet having opened under it, and it J;Irifled over half a mile back toward the bay. Although
he house stood on posts nearly six feet in height I ho 8

raves dashed up against tlie windows. At last the ''

iresent site was selected, and after tlve mouths of 11

leril and exposure the crew found themselves in what
iromlsed to be a permanent resting place. Patrol
round this station at high water is out of the quesiou.

STATION TWENTV-NtNK.
Fast of Jones' Inlet is station No. 20, Keeper

Cetchum. This keeper was in charge ot the drifting
tation to the east until the refusal of the tormcr
irew of this house to go to the wreck of the General -j
,'onuor necessitated their discharge. The honse is
.bout half a mile from the surf, and it seents
,u herculean task to drag a bout and wagon
cross the wet, yielding sand. Crossing Xach'x
nlct, I visited tho new station now being
milt on Htiort Beach. It is a model structure, con- p
aiuing all toe qualities ot a ilrst class life-saving staion.Upstairs tiiere are rooms for the keeper, the crew, v

itores and signals, anil over them sufficient space to t<
itow away all the condemned material with which p
he government lumbers these houses. It is not unikeiy,however, that after some severe storm it will 8

ye called upon to repeat the experience of Its eastern
leighbor. o
On the western side of Jones' Inlet iB station No. 31, t

Keeper Lotne. The surfboat bore is a very poor con- 1
cm, liable to upset at a moment's notice. Last No- s

vember it capsized alongside tho schooner Gazelle, a F
mile and a half from luud. Thu crew of the station }
regard this craft with a feeling akin to terror, and li
lee Iare that she will be the death of them at some e
time. No patrol is kept at this house, as the sandhill g
uear it conimauds a view of the entire district. A r
lifeboat at this point would he more serviceable than i
at Fire Island, on account of the greater danger of f
vessels coming ashore on thu treacherous shoals that 1
stretch out to sea in all directions. Lucy's Inlet, a r
small, insignificant piece of water at low tide, runs a
rlose to station No. 33, Keeper Johnson. c

ANOTHKIt MODEL HoAT. I
The boat at thiH house bus boon classed as Bquau t

built, but it lias not tbo first quality of the taiuoiia
Jersey craft. It 1h mo crooked on tbo bottom that it
spius round like a bowl, and all tbo surtiucn on the
Long Island coast could not keep it trom broaching
to in a cross sea. There is a Francis metallic boat
here, but with the old wagon in which it must bo
druwu it would be too difficult a task to get it afloat.
Keeper Abranis" boat at stntion No. 34, tiog Island,
has no air tanks. The life-car hawser and tackle are

here, but no life-ear. All adequate supply of bedding
from the government stores would Is: acceptable to
the men. The oars are entirely unfit for service.
At station No. 3.1, Keeper Itcinhert, is the worst surf
boat on the entire coast. She drowned one man
some years ago while going to the wreck of the
schooner Statesman, and is likely to be the cause of
another tragedy should she be kept in service. At
the went end of ltockaway lieueli stands station No.
3(1, Keeper Carman. The cedar boat here is so hard
to steer that the Francis metallic boat is preferred by
the crew. The oars are like those at some of the
otbor stations, poor and treacherous. Captain Carmanalso lias the charge of two condemned mortars.
The new house on .Manhattan Beach, No. 37, is of tho
wirue inour us mat on ruion uracil, to me eastward.

LONi. 1MJS1) AND NEW J1UII.
Although the goverumeut has taki u a lively inter-

est in the laic Saving Service, and has done lunch
(luring the last two years to make it worthy of'the
noble object for which it was established, yet a great
ileal remains before all the conditions necessary tor
entire efficiency are fulfilled. The energy of the superlutenilentof the Long Island district has resulted in
giving the surfmeu a few a«lvautages over those of
New Jersey, some of which have been ulreiuly noted.
There is not a boat on the Jersey coast, save one,
provided with a cork fcudcr and airtight drums, ami
only one in the Long Island unfurnished with these
useCul appliances. All the houses of fhc Third districthave porches and storm doors, whieh arc waningin New Jersey. If these porches were lengthened
i few feet they could be utilized as storerooms for
the crews.

now a Rrnnr.n ku mioht be utilized.
The cork tender is by no means sutttcieut to constitutea sell-righting element. The boat which capiliodfrom station :11 remained bottom itpperiuost

until the crew righted her by bauliug her up to the
drauded schooner. The suction of the air within a

upsl/cd boat counterbalances the properties of the
ork fender. A rubber belt tilled with air placed
ironnd the boat would, It Is said, undoubtedly presenta boat from upsetting. Tlie self-righting apparatusshould be placed oil the outside of the bout,
is the air drums lore and aft and near the thwarts
akc up too much room and add agrnut deul of weight
to the boat. The rubber lielt would be of service also
ilongsidc a wreck, as it can bear more pressure than
my unyielding material. The aurfmen everywhere
tlong the coast agreed with this opinion of the selfrightingrubber bell around a bout.
There Is 110 excuse whatever for the miserable

lamps aud poor dil with which the government lias
inpplied the life saving stations. When some of the
poor surfnun are lost, alter tluir lights are extinguishedand they vainly attempt to get hack to shelterthrough some of the perilous sluiceways I have
mentioned, something may he done. A little i-irciiiuitanccwill show the character of some of the iuu-
terial with which these utations is provided. Thecloeks d
if the houses arc cheap and unreliable ami ireinmntlv
(otoiit <>r order. Tlio aurtinon, aa a general rule,
ire not able to provide tliucptocon of I heir own ami <
luimt rely entirely upon tbnao provided by the gov- f
rnnient. The him re of patrol are regulated ami the v
dmcrvanco of them entered ou the jonnial. I'or
lial putpoaoa thu Iioiihih are provided with ileld H
idaaxea which are not ao efficient ua mi ordinary opera a
jlaaa. PoMildy the government pay* for the heat in t
everything it roniraela lor regarding tliia aervioe. If A
10, it haa [»eeu luoat wol'ully dealt with. Ii

Tin: miami) ok k.xamimk1ik. <1
Kvery year a hoard of Examiner* muliea the rotimla A

of the diatrict, pieHiiiuably lor the purimao of look- l:
11IK into the condition of tiie aerviee and of bettering e
It tf poHHible. Thla la a very iiaefnl and commendable 11
committee, If ita examinatlou la oarried out In the A
true apirlt. Hut, aa a «eu< ral rule, the examiner ia t
a lieutenant from Waahiugton who. perhapa, known ti
nothing about the lite aiivlng aerviee beyond what e

In prlutiNl 111 the book of ruh>a and regulatlona. none of t
which arc of much practical utility. The <|ueationa for I
examination refer principally to tie international la t
of Hag algiiiiia, and many it hardy aurimuu who la 1
Invaluable lu the hour of nod la dlaeliarged be- 1
nauae lie cannot promptly anawcr quoatinua which
be knowa arc not of the anghteat nan t ) the aerviee. t
When the time coiuna to put tip tluga on the flagatalT
to aignal a vuaael III dixtrexa the weather la generally
too hazy to diatingtiiah them at any conaklarahle t
distance. The tine- would bo more jiroUt- <
iibly apent In getting out the anrfboat or t

the mortar a|ipiiratua. Ilea idag, few of the i

maatera of coasting veaaela kliow anything about (
the interiiHtlonal aignal rode. The auriiueti make t
run of the Haga, and tn aome raar* prepare for tho t

examination in an Ingeiilona manner. I aaw the an l
tiro lial of >iguaia painted on the Imat room door a 1
nue alatlon, and, while the examining lieutenant sat <

rith his back to the door, the snrfmen answered
vadily each aurstiou. the answer Using right before
lnir eyes. 'Iho Hoard also aummdtis the crew out
'or surtboat practice regardless of the condition of
he sea. It would bo well ou such occasions if oue of
liese lieuteuauta were to go iu the boat with the
row. The hook gives rules for going to aeaward,
ipproachiug a wreck and coming ashore through the
utrf.
"Why," said an o'd surfmuu, "if reliance could lie

ilaced on thut book any greenhorn could stand in
he stern of a bout with the steering oar 111 one hand
md the book iu the other and do as well as the best
if us. Do they pretend to reduce the surf to rule
uid measure and to guide a boat according to set
'emulations ? When 1 take the steering oar iu liaud
cannot tell precisely what I'm going to do. It all
lepeuds on the sea, and a very treacherous customer
iho is. At times it is almost instinct that guides us
liroitgh broken waters.the iustinet that a liteloug
xperieuee in the surf brings with It."
It is the same thing In the use of the mortar app«

atus. The aurfiueu know when, where aud how 10
ipply It, and take advantage of every favorable ciruinstunce.At oue stntiou the Hoard of Examiners
lelaiued the crew for examination although a wreck
van reported, and, when the crow of the adjoining
louse arrived, they were onlcre I to go to the assulinceof the endangered mariners, while the men in
vhose district the wreck occurred were obliged to renainanil answer foolish questions. A Hoard of fcx,minersconsisting of the superintendent of the disrictand a few experienced surimen would be of
uore benefit to the service than those sent froiu
Vashingtou.

THE SCIU MKN OF LONG ISLAND.
It would be ditttcult to And a finer body of men
ban those comprising the crews of the government
louses uloug the Long Island coast. They are more
utclligeiit than would be expected of men whose
ives have been spent iu the surf, sober iu the strict*
st sense of the word and fearless in any danger,
fhat their religious principles have not been
Lcglcctcd may be seen from iho fact that
very timo they sit dowu to a meal
n earliest prayer is ottered up by oue
f the crew. They employ their leisure hours during
he day, when the weather is tine, in decorating their
louses with fanciful adornments, or in lishiug, gun*
dug or making pretty devices out of wood with the
id of a turning lathe. At Fire Island is a stirfiuau
ifted with a pair of legs of such preposterous length
hat the keeper is seriously contemplating the rnak*
ug of u "faking box" to eoil bis legs in when lie gets
uto the surfboat. The men live in the most perfect
larmony and give the most implicit obedience to the
oeper.

TRAVELLING ON THE BEACH. .

From Montank 1'oiut to Coney Island, in midwiner,the journey along the beach is anything but
ileasaut. One must depend ou his powers us a pudesriaufor a considerable part of the way. When the
ea Is comparatively smooth the surfboat may lm
isod tor a short distance. West of Vuogue, the ice*
mat came in opportunely, ulthough there, were many
iminous air holes in the ice of the (treat South Hay,
icfore the last northwester Het in. The inlets
ire filled with drifting ice at this season
.ill! lUUniunuiuw ><< » .j u^jiuiiuuuuu ill llu^iuy
liein. It is not a pleasant matter to be caught on
kmes" Inlet in a snow storm, with nothing but a
sharpey," or small sailboat, to depend upon. Tbo
ew natives who dwell on tlic beach, separated trout
lie main land by the (treat South Hay, have a hard
line of It during the winter. At une farm house,
marly opposite llellport, la a farmer with a family
>f nineteen. Some of the younger members wcro

musing themselves iceboating, regardless of the
act thai they were barefooteil.
The hand car provided for the mortar apparatus ia

ittcrly uusuitcd to the purpose. It should have
our wheels instead of two, and the body might bo
wiee its present size, without, however, increasing
t« weight, as it is more massive than is necessary,
Che need of an extra man and a horse for each stoloncannot be too strenuously urged upon tho
[overnment. The service deserves all the assistincethat can be given it, and the gallant men,
he tollers of the sea, who devote themselves to
he rescue of poor souls from the clutches of tho
>ngry surf, should be strengthened and euoouraged
u their noble misslou. When the sofe-beset mariner
luds himself near this terrible coast on a wild night,
nd the ominous sound of the breakers str> on bis
ar, the flash of the Costou light of the Vftlaai surtuanis to him a beacon of hope.

And ever the fltfui gusts between
A suuud came from the land;

It was the Honnd of the trampling enrl
On the rocks and the hurd sea sand,

RUSSIANS AT CABUL.

HE BUMO-AFOHAN VERSION OF THE AMEE11*3
CONDUCT TOWARD THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

LAST DAYS OF ABDULLAH .TAN.
The Cabul correspondent of the dolus, who must
Ave been a member of General Stolietoff's mission,
rites a long letter (his third), dated tho lJth of Oe-

ibcr, as to the maimer in which the Russian emassywas received iii the capital of the Ameer. Il»
ays:.
The mission of General Stoliotoff arrived in Cabui
n July t41>. In the evening the city was illuminucd.* * * At about noon every day the Vizier,
)abir-ul-Mulk, paid the General a visit, ami a conultatiouregarding the convention then followed,
levoral times Htolietoff went straight to the Atneer,
larticularly when there was any misunderstanding
ictween the two treating parties. The convention
mbraced the Afghan form of government iu
eneral, the question of succession, the recoglition>>y ltuasia of the existing order of thing*
11 Afghanistan, Ac. As regards an offensive and doensivealliance between Russia and Afghanistan, it
s simply an invention of the English press, ever
rady to magnify a tiy into an elephant. I know to*
certainty that in tho written convention uothluj

if the kind is mentioned. However, iu that docitnentltussia promises to support morally the invinlaillityof Afghanistan. Meanwhile the other member*
if the niiasion began to feel weary of the luonotonoul
ife they si>cnt within fonr walls. Every one was exremelyanxious to visit tho town to see its bazaar, or
it auy rate to take a drive or ride around Cabttl,
rhirh lay temptingly at the foot of the palace ore tilledby our mission. Vain desire! At the palai a
;ates stands the guard of honor, which allows no on*
o pass without tiiu permission of the Vizier. Watchnenare stationed at every wall. All this appeared
oo reverential to tiie members of the embassy. They
leveral times expressed to General Ntolletoft tlieir <le;ir«'to visit the city or it* environs, but ulways mot
vitb a (twilled refusal, which was explained on tlio
irouud that there was nothing worth seeing in tin*
own. Another reason aiMucM wan the fear of exitingthe fanaticism of the ]>opiilai'e.

VISIT TO THK UVINU PH1M0K.
The physician to our embassy at last had an op>ortunityof visiting the elty. On the :kl "f

tugust he was sent for by General Htolletotf, wild
uformed liiiu that he was requested to pay a profess
ilonal visit to the heir apparent, Abdullah Jan. who
tad been suddenly taken ill. To reach the restdcnca
if the Prince it was necessary to pass through m
art of the town aud through the bazaar. In i« rortuinghis journey he observed that tin*
inildings and the general appearance of
he streets were the same as in all
lie towns of Central Asia.narrow, close streets,
vith low, dirty bouses and shops. The house Inhibitedby tli" l'rinre consisted, as usual, of a largo
lonrtyard surrounded by high walls. Along the walla
itood a number of covered palaiiquius. Moreover,
otiis palanquins were carried in, and figures dressed
n white, with faces concealed, emerged from them
vliile others were taken away with women in them
iiuilarly wrapped up. It appeared that the pliysirhtu
vas in the linrciu and that the young 1'rlnoe was iu
lis mother's palace. In the middle of the courtyard
in a stone tcrraeo, rose a building resembling a pavilon,with.what is rare in the Kast. large glass
vindowa. It waa quite light iti the pavilion, which
vas linilt on such an emlneucn that the greater part
it' Cabttl could be seen front its windows. Tlio
uruituro consisted of two ordinary beds and aovt-ral
,riurhairs. The windows looking to the sun hud
nutted eauc blinds hung over them. In the depth of
he pavUlon were a number of ]>eople gathered round
i bed, on which an old man, with an Uabeck cast of
ouutenauce, whs seated, holding the young Trim a
n Ills arms. The Prince was fifteen years old. N'S
Curopsau had sver beheld him. The physician ti»
mr embassy was the first and unfortunately the
ast Kuropean that ever saw Abdullah Jan. Ho
ipproached the patieut's bed, examlmsl him amt
hen told his dresser what medicine to prepare.
L'hnse who surrounded the sick Prim e rcs|s>clfiilly
ml servilely regarded the doctor, anxious to kno\v
vliat he would say. It appearisl from the physician's
fiquirlcs that the patient had previously suffered

.... I,,!,.!!,,,. lie was sent to the
illla, Irom whence ho haU, returned three daya a^o,
eellug comparatively well. An eoon. however, *« lie
eluracd b> ('ahtil the symptoma of lua old complaint
eturned. and with increased aevertty. Thou the naivedor to re, according to tlio rtllwi of their art, gav#
dm a atrong cathartic, which brought on an attack
if dyaentery. After two day a' aullcring the patient
oat couaciuuaucaa, and remained iu tl.at ulate till hit
rath.

krrpino THR RHUI.IMH OI'T.
The negotlattona between the Afghan official* and

teni rat Htolietoff continiual from day today, aud bo.
ore any limit agreement waaarrivial at the treaty wua
rrttteii and r< written aen-ral ttinea. When thenrgo.
iatlona were over Hhere Alt Khan Informed ihn.rul
tollctoff that he liad received news that the Kugliali
lao dealnal to aend a lulaalou to Cabal and wtahed
o Know whether the Ameer Would receive It. Ttl«
iineor then reiuarked that lu hia opinion the Kngllnh
lad no buaineaa In t'abul, aud that therefore he hud
ieeided to refllae tin Ir rooueat. However, the
.nicer aaked (b'lieral Htolletoff"a opinion aa to how
le ahollld act In aueh a eaan. The tleneral anawend
vaalvely without giving a decided reply, either uf.
irtnatlve or negative. Hut for all that he made tint
init-er ninlerataiid that the aliniillaneoita prnaenee of
he Emhaaalea of two countrloa almoat at en*
uity with each other would not prove i|iiit<i
ouvenlent. Then the Ameer tllially decided
o reject the Ktigliah Mlaalon. Tlio ftXci|«o
or the r'diiaal waa the danger of the road through
he KhylM'r i'aaa, ua the Auner waa uuutile i,j
irotulae that tlie Fiigllali would not lie aubjeeted to
ll-trcatmcnt on the way.
The anharqiicut conduct of the Hrltlah ofhoera ami

lie Aniiatr are well known.
BlaalAHH with HiirnK. A 1.1.

The next day, the Pith of Augiiat. (leneral Ktoliaoff,with the phyateiau to the Klnbaaay and ten
hia.aeka, ntarted for Taaliketnl. From Informal Ion
ve have Juat received Ntollelnfl arrived In Taahketul
in the 4th Hoptember, having travelled 1,:mn> veretn
law mllea) of difficult road in twenty-two day*. Th«
ollowlnu IliemlaTa of the Ituaalan Kmliaaay liawt
omaltied In CabulColonel lla/.gonoff, the topng'apherlletiderakl, Hei rotary Malevlnakt, I.leuton»nt
Waroff and iiaaman bock, with avrvautt and U\ei».'
JoaMc) | ^

Temperatures in the Depths and Mode of

Regulating Them.

AVERAGE DAILY WAGES.

Virginia City, Nov., Dep. 30, 1878.
The greatest drawback to deep mining is the incessanttrouble from water. It is this clement more

than anything else that cats up the assessments of
the older mines. It has hitherto been very costly,
but its reign of terror over superintendent* is hasteningto a close. There is a diversity of opinion about
whore it comfs from. The scapage, with the surface
of the mountain for a beginning, accounts for some

of it, but there are incidents in mining experience
that cannot be covered by that; anil as a large mine
has recently been afflicted by it and has a peculiar
and special experience I select that mine for the
water question.
In February of 18"f>, while the miners were prospectingnorth from their incline on the "2.200 foot

level, they lapped a body of water that burst in upon
them with such a rush that the miners in the lower
levels had to By, leaving behind them their tools,
clothing and everything they had with them, and
ruuaip tho incline to save their lives. The pump at

that time was but an 8-incb plunger, and although
bailing tanks of 1,500 gallons capacity wi re put on

and run us rapidly as possible, both together could
not keep the water in check. It gradually gained
upon them until it rose to fifty-five feet below tho
1,700 foot level, where it seemed to Bud its own level,
and, very siugulariy, when it got to that point it
ebbed and flowed like the sea, rising and falling ten
feet every twenty-four hours.
Believing in the eventual richness of the mine the

management resolved to fight the intruder, and in
July of the same year a 14-im-h plunger was put in,
rnuniug to tho bottom of the vertical shaft, a depth of
1,300 feet, ami a 13-inch plunger down tho incline, followingthe water ami adding other lifts as the water
receded. The expense was enormous.the pumping
engine alone costing over $275,000. and th« immense
rods constructed from timber 14x14 and GO feet long,
joined together with iron slabs 5 inches wide. 1 inch
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