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THE ELECTORAll INVESTIGATION.CHAIRMAN POTTEU'sFORTHCOMING REPORT.
Mr. Potter has his report nearly ready and will, it

is believed, present it to the House on Friday or Saturday.He has been engaged for a considerable time
in making a thorough digest of the testimony and
it is understood that his report will take t ho ground
that the evidence taken shows beyond possibility
of contradiction that Florida and Louisiana were

rightfully curried by the democrats, and that the
electoral votes of these two States wore cast for the
republican ticket wrongf ully, illegally and fraudulently;that the course of the Louisiana ReturningHoard and the manner in which it conductedthe scrutiny of the returns. was in
most important matters in violation of the
law of the State under which it existed and acted;
that its fraudulent and illegal acts were open, palpableand uudeniable; that the mannor in which protestswere manufactured and returns altered and
manipulate.! was all in defiance of tbe laws, and that
every stage of the proceeding in Louisiana bears the
mark of fraud, forgery and illegality.
Further, that these offences were in some cases

furthered and in others silently approved by tho republicanvisiting statesmen, and that the testimony
establishes that in both tho States of Florida and
Louisiana, if tho Beturning Board had strictly observedtbe laws which were intended to rule their
conduct, the electoral votes of those States must have
been cast for the democratio candidates, and that it
was only by tho clearest and grossest violations of
specific laws, and tho most unblushing frauds and
forgeries, that the purposo of tho people and
the result of the election was defeated. Further,that the testimony proves conclusivelythe low and debased character of tho
men who were the chosen agents of tho republicans
in Louisiana, as supervisors and election officers, to
manipulate the election; that almost every one of
these who had been called beforo tho committee
stands self-convicted of perjury and various villany,
and that while the selection of such mcu by
the republicans to conduct the election shows premeditatedfraud, and tho course of the Beturning
Board shows continued violation of the plainest
provisions of law, as well as fraud and corruption.
The fact that all who have on this investigation been
shown to have been concerned in this corrupt and
lawless stealing of the vote of the State have been
rewardod with federal offices of varying Importance
by the administration, can bo regarded only as a confessionof secret and undue influence exercised
t>7 these Worthless persons over members
of tho administration in seenring pay out of tho
public treasury for their illegal and corrupt
work; mat mis is espociauv a xair miercnce wncn it
in remembered that the administration baa constantly
qiade professions of devotion to a reform of the civil
service, and has repeatedly asserted tliat only persons
of established character und fitness ought to be appointedto public office, but has conspicuously
aud unfailingly violated all its promises and pledges
on this subject iu its appointments in Louisiana;
that the New Orleans Custom House and tbo other
federal offices in- Louisiana have been made by the
administration places of refuge for the petty
as well as tho prominent agents in the
election and Returning Hoard frauds, and that
a list of names of prominent and obscuro office
holders will show that in no instance, so far as is
known, has tho claim of a person who was concerned
In this inovo been unrecognized by tho beneficiaries
of it in the administration.
THE FEDERAL ELECTION LAWS.BL'DDKN END

OF THE RTROOOT E IN THE HOL'SE.
The expected struggle in the House over the amendmentto the legislative hill repealing the federal

election laws came to a somewhat sudden close this
afternoon. Mr. Halo hod given notice of vigorous and
prolonged opposition. When the ayes and nays were
called the republicans declined to vote, supposing
that thus there would be no quorum, but Messrs.
Chittenden, Killinger and Fort voted no, and before
the result of tho roll call was announced it was

discovered that it lacked but ono of a quorum,
whereupon Speaker Ilaudall quietly cast his toto and
the amendment was passed. Thereupon tho bill was

passed, the republicans voting.
To filibuster over it would have been in any case

,B mere waste of time and strength of the
House. It is perfectly well understood that the
majority of democratic Senators are opposed
to itho amendment, and it will bo voted
down when tho bill gets to tho Senate. The bill will
then go to a conference committee, and when It returnsto the House there are enough democrats tbero
ready to support the report, which will leave this
amendment out, It is understood that tho test oaths
will bo repealed, the change in the manner of drawingjurors will be adopted, and tho election laws wiU
bo left unrepealed.
STATIONING OP TROOPS AT THE POLLS.DEMOCRATSDETERMINED ON REPEALING THE LAW
PERMITTING IT.
Thoro is still a little nervousness about the clause

In tho Army bill repealing the few words in tho
statutes which permit troops to l>e kept at or near
the polls. The Senate has struck out the repeating
clause, but it is hoped and exported that In conferencecommittee it will he again inserted and that the
Senate will not in thnt rase insist, but allow it to
pass. If It should refuse, there is a general determinationon the democratic sldo of the Houso to refuseto pass the Army bill, and so far as is known on
this subject the democrats will be united and firm.
THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAMBER OP COMMERCE

ON THE ANTI-CHIXKSE BILL.
A telegram received here from Han Francisco this

morning states that at tho Chamber of Commerce
meeting which urged the President to sign the AntiChinesebill there were present less than forty membersof a total membership of U.10, nnd the resolution
asking the President to sign thu bill had oven then a

majority 01 oaiy t yo?o*.

FROM OUR REGULAR CORRESPONDENT.

Washington, Fob. 28.1879.
inborment or bitx8.provision against ant

more omissions.
The Clerk of the House, In order to avoid the possibilityof tlio conduct of his office being called into

question this session, liss instructed the enrolling
clerks to confine tlicir labors strictly to
the work of enrolling bills, nnd under no
clrcnmstences lire (hey to assist in comparingtbo bill* when enrolled. This duty will
tall upon the members of the Committee on Enrolled
Hills, nnd if any omissions occur ih the act* passed
at the close of this session the responsibility will
rest upon the member* of the committee themselves.
Heretofore it has been the custom for the enrolling
clerks to assist the member* in the discharge of this
duly, but nnrler the present order It will resse.
mew toltk AND CONNECTTCCT doi'nuary i.imb.
Attorney OenersI Rchoonmsker, of New York, yesterdayentered his appearance tn ths bhprome Court

' an counael for Uto State of New York tn the can* of

NEW YORK
Connecticut vs. New York, relating to the petition
of the State of Connecticut to have the western

botin<lary line of the Statu defined according to the
claim of thu petition already tiled by Connecticut.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

Washington, Feb. 25, 1879.
ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE BY THE GREENBACK

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FORTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.
The following address was issued by tbe greenback

members-elect at their meeting in this city to-day:.
To the PEorr.e of the United States:.The

national greenback representatives eleeted to tho
Forty-sixth ( 'ongaess, feeling the grave responsibility
imposed upon them. have met in consultation, ami
deem it proper to udvise you of the results.

ino mod or a uiore pcrieci organization engaged
our serious attention. Ah against labor auu capital
invested in productive and commercial enterprises
t lie money loaning interest is elaborately and thoroughlyorganized. This gigantic power embraces
the national administration and legislature, the
machinery and leadership of the republican and
democratic parties, and more than two thousand
national banks, forming a banking system, yet in
tbe infancy of its power, whose operation has
transferred the control of issuing and regulating
the volume of the paper money from the government,where tho constitution vests it, to these corporationswhose directors are not responsible to
the people. Hack of this organization, inspiring aud
controlling it, is arrayed the colossal money power of
Kuropc. It has controlled legislatures and executive
oUlcers, largely subsidized the press and endangered
the purity of the judiciary. By means of usury and
the appreciation of the value of money by contractionit lias absorbed tho accumulated wealth
ot the nation nnd gained a mortgage upon
the productive power of the future. Tho
indebtedness of tho people.private, corporate,
municipal, Htate and national.is more than the
entire property of tho country would bring
iu money. This indebtedness expresses the immense
capital gained by the money brokers. Through tho
terrible pressure of its annual interest productive
and commercial energy have been paralyzed, and the
masses of our people have been plunged into a conditionof increasing poverty, want and misery which
is embittering them to a degree perilous to the peace
of society and the stability of our government.
The agents of the money power have sought to

blind the Dcoiile to its suoliatioiis liv charging their

our nanus.
The administration is what the votes of the people

have made it, and within two years they can

change it by the same peaceful process. We
seek relief only through the ballot. Tho future
is full of hope. Our party has gained
more than a million of voters within tho last year;
and wo are assured from all parts of tbo uation that
the momentum which gavo us that unparalleled advanceiB so increasing as to make success in 1880
certain.
Therefore let not the suffering yield to despair, nor

tho justly indignant resort to violence.
GILBERT 1)E LA MATYB,

ChairmanCommittco on Address.
BRILLIANT RECEPTION AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

The most brilliant reception of tho season took
place at the Executive Mansion this evening. Invitationshad been sent by the President and Mrs.
Hayes to tho Cabinet, Supremo Court, the members
of both houses of Congress, army and navy officers
and tho heads of the executive departments, who,
with the ladies of their families, were invited to
meet the members of tho diplomatic corps.
Upon tho arrival of the guests they were shown to

the second floor of the mansion, where arrangements
had been made for depositing their wrappings.
the rooms of the eastern or official end
of tho building being set apart for
the gentlemen and the residence portion
of tho building for the ladies, whence they proceededby tho private stairway to the lower parlorsand East Room, in the centre of which the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Hayen received the guests, surrounded
by the diplomatic corps.
The East Room is tastefully decorated with flowers

and tropical plants, aud the walls gracefully draped
with the flags of all nations. Refreshments were
served in the State dining room, tho private dining
room, and many little coscy nooks in the hall of tho
second floor were occupied by lunch tables.

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS.
SENATE.

Washington, Feb. 23, 1879.
The session of the Senate of yesterday was continuedup to the hour of twcuty-ilvo minutes to five

this morning. The bill under consideration was the
one to prevent tho introduction of contagious diseases.Dcforo midnight it whs observed that a

quorum was not present, and after a prolonged dobstoon parliamentary points touching tho power of
tho Senato to compel tho attendance of its members,
tho Sergeant-at-Arms was directed to request tho
attendance of Senators. A long ilmo of weary waitingfollowed, and at a quarter to three o'clock A. M.
a roll call on a motion for adjournment disclosed
the presence of less than a quorum, there beiug only
7 yeas and 2H nays. Shortly afterward tho Sergeantat-Armspresented the following report:.
T» THH 1'HWUMtNT O* TH* SKVATK!.
Sin.In obedience to the second order of the

Senate in regard to the attendance of alteeut members,messengers communicating the commnud of
the Senate have waited upon Senators Davis, of West
Virginia; Doubling, Haulsbnry, Hlnitic, McDona'd,
Morrill, pawos, Anthony and Patterson. Senators
Davis, Morrill, l*awoa ana Anthony havo reported in
person; Seiiator HIaine promised immediate attend-

» twimim t I'linmiK wumu Kit" n< .mmi muic <11

attendance; SenatorR McDonald anil Patterson woro
found at their lodging* Hick, and Senator* Btyard,
bailer. Hamlin. llarnura an<l Chandler <lld not open
their door*. Other lucHnrnuer* have not reported.

JOHN li. I'RKNrH, Sergeant at Arm*.
Mr. KmarNDH (aotto voce).That'* what you call

compelling the alwentec*, I* it?
Mr. Harms, (detu.) of Tenn., Intiuircd if the Senate

had not power under tho constitution and It* own
rule to compel tho atteudain n of it* member*.
Tho PBKaitmto OrncEn.That t* for tho Senate to

decide. The Mergeant-at-Arm* ha* made his report.
Mr. Haiiris.ltut lia* he executed hi* order?
Mr. Usckrem* (dem.) of Mo..lie i* in procea* of

exccutiug it now.
Mr. Uaiiiuh.Very well. If ho n*ed* tuore tltno I

make no eomplnlnt.
Tho PttKMOTKo Orrtcmt.The Sergcant-at-Arm* do-

Kin** to know if it is his doty to force nn entrant if
upon applying at the residence of a Monitor ho is refusedadmittance.
Mr. Atnhost, (rep.) of K. I. (sarcastically).1 suggestthat this is one of the tow instances in which the

use of the military has not bcou prohibited.Mr. Anthomt then inquired whether th« Senator
front Tennessee (Mr. Harris) would have the Hergenntut-Arniaintnidn into the chamlNTs of Senators ami
take them by force.
Mr. Haruih replied that no Senator had flic right

to absent himself from the transaction of pnldic
business, it he did so without leave the Senate liutl
power under the constitution »ud the rules to compelhis attendance; and if this required an invasion
of his reaidnueo the power should l»e exercised.

Mr. MontiAJt, (dem.)of Ala., said lie desired to presentto the attention of thoScualc the ease of Senatort'onkling. who would giro no assurance of attendance,and to in<|iiire how long the .Senate of the
United States should hare to wait for the attsndauee
of that Senator. He moved tlint the Sorgesnt-atArtnstie instructed to tiring Mr. t'onkling into the
Senate, lie made the motion special, because he had
not heard of any other Senator who bad defied the
power of tho Senate and refused to comply with Its
demand, lie wished to know if one man should
dominate the Senate or should the Senate exercise
its authority.
Mr. Katoh, (flcni.) of Conn., thought it was not

proper to single out a Senator In this way. It would
lie better to make a general order to enforce the attendanceof all Senators able to lie hero.
Mr. Hanku agreed with him, and moved to amend

Mr. Morgan'a resolution accordingly.
Mr. Kkkxak, (dem.) of n. y., expressed his belief

that aoac of tho Senators who had not yot arrived

: HERALD, WEDNESDAY,
intended to dofy the constitution or this body. Gentlemenwaked up at throe o'clock in the uiornlug,
after perhaps leaving the Senate chamber paired,
were not likely to discuss matters very precisely
with tho Surgeant-at-Arnis' messengers.
Mr. Thuumah, (dem.) of Ohio, called atteutiou to

the language of the constitution that the rulcH shall
be enforced iu such mauuer and umlcr such penaltiesas either bouse shall provide, and after pointingout that the Senate has provided no penalty
for eases like the present, he expressed graves
doubts as to the existeuee of any authority
for the Sergcant at-Arins to break through a door, as
hail been suggested, besides, such a thing as breakingdown a door and dragging a Senator here would
Ihi inexpressibly disgraceful, and he shrunk with hor-
ror rroiu w inea. .Minougu no men uciiovru more

wan practically no power to enforce tliu rule in question,and although he did not l>elieve the Kouato
would gain any tinio for the proper transaction of
puhlie business by continuing the present proceedings,he nevertheless felt that as the effort to obtain
a quorum had been pushed thus far it should be
completed.
Mr. VooitiiKFH, (dem.) of Ind., ironically dopreeatcd

any further efforts to bring Senators hero to attend
to their duties and remarked that ho had never
known a more contemptible farce at four o'clock in
tho morning.

.Mr. Harris' nniendmrnt was adopted.yeas 33,
nays 10, and the motion of Mr. Morgan, as thus
amended and made of general application, was then
agreed to.

Mr. Kkuxan, of New York, moved to dispense with
further proceedings under the order, ltejcctcd.
yeas 15, nays 3*.

a ql'uucm and the bill passed.
Pending the execution of the order (tho presence

of a quorum being disclosed by tho last two votes),
the Senate proceeded with the consideration of the
bill to prevent the introduction of coutugious and
infectious diseases Into the United tjtotes, and to
establish a bureau of public health.

distress to their extravagance, by a lalse clamor tor
"honest motley" anil by the promise of speedy relief
through the resumption of specie payments. What
they call resumption has come, but the distress intensifiesand the prospect under their policy darkens.We have reached a dread crisis. It is the
mission of our party to meet this crisis ami
avert tlio measureless ruin It threatens. To do this
we must overthrow tho powurful and intrenched
banking system and restore to the government,
where the fundamental law places it, the sole power
to issue nrouey, regulate its value aud determine its
volume. We must stop the inerease of interest bearingindebtedness, aud speedily as possibl* in accord
with the letter of tho original contract, < ucel that
which has accrued. Wo must secure a lohuiecf
full legal tender money equal to the de and*' >f
prosperous productive enterprise.
Ours is a gigantic task. Only by the unit effects

of those who suffer can we accomplish it. Wo a

fully couviuced that separation from tho oh pur 'W
whose leaders, machinery and press art m I
allied with the money power, is demanded.
Impelled by this conviction wo have resolved to act

together in organizing tho next House of Cougrcss
that we may the better secure such legislation as will
accomplish the desired result. We are assured i hat
enough members entertaining our views have been
elected to hold the balance of power. We propose to
wield that power for the sole purpose of embodying
our principles in law.
We call upon you to UDite in precinct, town, city,

county, Congressional and State organizations tor
the some end. We also invito all greenback and
labor clubs, by whomsoever organized or chartered,
to place themselves in communication with their
respective county and State organizations, and
through them with the headquarters of the National
Executive Committee, Washington, D. O.
We earnestly caution tho suffering against all who

sock to inspire to disloyal acts, or even threats.
Treason would bo madness, bocause the ballot is in

Mr. Kcrnau's amendment, offered last evening,
was rejector.yeas 17, nays 24, and the bill, without
fui t her discussion, was it ail a third time and pussed.
The Senate then took lip the Detielcucy Appropriationbill, aud at tweuty-tive minutes to five A. M. adjournedto meet again at one o'clock this afternoon.

llp.asskmllt.kp.
The Senate met at one o'clock. Mr. Sauof.nt, (rep.)

of Cal., moved to dispense with the reading of the
journal of yesterday's proceedings, as it was very
long.
Mr. Edmunps, of Vermont, objected, and said thero

were so many Senators absent yesterday that it would
be well for them to know what was going on during
their absence.
Messrs. lluynrd of Delaware, Kernau of New Vork

and Ferry of Michigan were appointed the conference
committee on the part of the Senate on the bill to
amend the internal revenue laws.

THE SOl'TH CABOT.IHA SENATOUSHIP.
Mr. Camebon, (rep.) of Wis., moved to take up the

resolution reported from the Committee on Privilegesand E.ections declaring David T. Corbin duly
elected United States Senator from South Carolina
for six years, from March 4, 1877, and as such entitledto have the outh of ottlce administered and take
tho seat in place of M. C. Butler, the present incumbent.

Mr. Bayabd, (dem.) of Del., said this was not legislativebusiness, it was business pertaining exclusivelyto one branch of Congress, and could be settled
by tho Senate at any time. The question now was
whether the Senate would lay aside legislative businessfor tho purpose of entering into a long discussionof u matter which could be settled hereafter.
Tho motion of Mr. Cameron was rejected.yeas

25, nays 3ti.as follows:.
Vkas.Messrs. Allison, Anthony, Ulnlne, Booth, Cameron

of Wiaconoin. Chandler, Conktiiig, I>kwph, Horsey, Ed'mends, Kerry, Hamlin, Hoar, lloivo, legal Is, Kirkwood,
McMillan, Mitchell, Morrill, Oglcsby, Paddock, Plumb,
llaillinu M'liilloiirli and Win,lorn.L'.V
Nats.Mosars. Bailey, Barutim, Bayard, Beck, Onmornu

of Pennsylvania, t'ockrull. Coke, Conovcr, Davie of Illinois,Davie of West Virginia, Dennis, Eaton, Garland,
Gordon, Urover, Harris. Hereford, llill, Jones <if Klorida,
Roman, Lamar, McCrcory. McDonald. Mcl'licrsnn,
MntlliewK, Maxejr, Merrimon, Morgan, Patterson, Bunsom,
Snnlsbnry, Stiioids, Yoorheus, Wallace, Wliytc and Williera.'M.
Messrs. Randolph and Chaffee, who would have

voted in the negative, were paired with Messrs.
Spencer and Teller, who would have voted in the
affirmative.

TUB DEFICIENCY DILI,.
The Senate then proceeded with tho consideration

Of the Dolicicucy Appropriation bill.
Amendments proposed by the Committee on Appropriationswere agreed to as follows:
Allowing $7,INK) of the contingent fund of the

Southern Claims Commission to be used for payment
of salaries of investigating agents and their expeusos.
Appropriating $58,208 to pay the Denver Pacific

Railway and Telegraph Company for carrying tho
mails; $5,000 for the salary of Charge fl'Affaires to
Greece; $7,000 for the widow of Bayard Taylor, late
Minister to Germany; $2,000 for the widow of .Justin
E. Colburn, late Consul General to Mexico; $2,003 to
pay John C. Myers his salary as Consul General to
Shanghai; $4,220 for legislative expenses in Arizona;
$5,080 for legislative expenses for Dakota* and
the same amount for similar expenses in
Idaho and Montana; $25,(KM) for detecting and bringingto trial and punishment persons guilty of violatingttio Internal lievenue laws: $3,501) to settle tho
accounts of Henry C. Do Alma, late Collector of Customsat Sitka: $40,000 for the survey of the Atlantic
and Gult coasts; $35,000 for the survey of tho i'acitlc
coast; $15,000 for pay of various employes in tho
Patent Office; $25,000 for photolithographing and
drawings for that office; $12,000 for the Hot Springs
Commission; $13,375 to pay John Vf. Jttigclow tor
provisions furnished the navy; $12,353 to pay W.
Cramp k Sons for iron furnished the Bureau of
Construction and Itepairs; $7,830 to pay A. H. Lindsaytor timber turnished that bureau ; $4,000 for tho
preservation of specimens of United States surveying
and exploring expeditions in tho Smithsonian Institution; $27,500 tor various expenses of the Senate
and its committees; $10,000 fir tho contingent tuud
of the Senate, to be applied toward defraying the expensesof such investigations and inquiries as have
already been or may hereafter be directed by the Senateduring tho Forty-tlfth Congress.
The committee reported au amendment authorizingthe accounting officers of tho Treasury to accept

the vouchers of el.airmen of committees for money
expended by such committees in the discharge of any
duty imposed by the Senate.
Mr. Kpmpnim, of Vermont, raised the point of order

tnsi 11 was new legislation, um me wuiiir iiermcu it

whs iu order, and the amendment woe agreed to.
Tho committee also reported an unieudmeiit That

Senators elected, whose term of office begins March
4, 1871), and whose credentials in due form of law Uavo
been presented in the Senate, or may be depositod
with tho Secretary of tho Senate, may receive their
compensation monthly from the beginning of their
term until tho beginning of tho first session of tho
next Congress."
Mr. Kiimcniis also raised tho point of order that

this was new legislation, hut the Senate decided that
the amendment was in order, and it was agreed to.
An amendment of tho committee, increasing tho

aniunut appropriated by the House for transportationof mails by railroads from $1(16,31)2 to $284,71)9,
was agreed to.
Tho comniittco reported an amendmeut to tho

clause of tho House bill in relation to adjustment of
accounts between the United States and the Pacific
railroads, so as to prnvido that it shonld not provent
tho payment of moneya found duo said companies
under decisions of tho courts, and that nothing iu
tlio paragraph should be construed to be a dispositionof any moneys due or to become due to or from
said eodipaiiies, or to in any way affect their rights
under existing laws, it being only intended to enable
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to state
on the books of the department tho accounts betweenthe government and said companies.
Mr. Knxraiw, of Vermont, submitted an amendIt....,(1... ul.AI'.i utwtn.l I.T1..I

it Khali uot affect tho rights or duties of the companiesor the rights of the United States under existinglaw." Agreed to.
The amendment was agreed to as amended.
An amendment increasing the appropriation for

railway postal clerks from f 17,fH*i to $25,now was
agreed to.
The C'oniinUtce da'. Appropriations asked that tho

amendment appropriating *5 to pay the
Tactile Mail Steamship Company for carrying tho
mails in 1877 between San rrAfioisco, Japan and
China be not concurru4 in. ami it was so ordered.
Other amendments of the eonimitfee wore agreed

to as follows:.
Allowing the unexpended balance of f 40,000 of the

appropriation or June 14, 1*78, to refund internal
revenue taxe* erroneously assessed, to be made
available tor the payment of all claims to whteh tho
appropriation is applicable, ami appropriating
$7.ol2 for incidental expenses of the Quartermaster's
Department.
The Committee reported on amendment striking

out the liousc clause making it unlawful for the
same person to hold the offices of elerk of the Districtand Circuit Court of the Tutted States, aud that
no such clerk or deputy shall be appointed a receiver
or master in chancery. The amendment was agreed
to and tho clause struck out.
The amendment appropriating f'!A0,iHi0 forexpenses

of courts tad defraying the expenses incurred under
the enforcement act was laid over until to-morrow.
at tho request of Mr. White, of Maryland, ami
others, when II will lie discussed.
Mr. .Ioses, (rep.) of Nov., from tho Committee on

Finance, reported back the resolution recently Introducedby Mr. Sargent, of ('alltorula, calling npon
tho Herniary of the Treasury for Information
relating to fermented and alchoholie liquors
passing throngh citatum houses, and another resolutionot the same Senator railing upon the Secretary
of State for information received from eommtaV
officers In regard to foreign fermented and alcoholic
liquors exported from such countries, together with
written reports on the subject, and recommending
flic adoption of tho resolutions. Ordered that tho
report be printed and placed on the calendar.

tiie i.ate mei'heskntativk wei.( ii.
Mr. Paiuxm k, (rep.) of Neb., at live o'clock called

up tho llouse resolution announcing the death of
Frank Welch, late a representative from tho State of
Nebraska.
Suitable remark* npon the life and rharartomf

tho deceased were made by Mr. Paddock ami Mr.
Saunders, of Nebraska. Resolutions of respect to
his memory were agreed to, and the Senate, at
twenty mtniites to *1x P. M.. as a further mark of respectto the memory of the deceased, adjourned until
eleven o'clock to-tnorroW.

HOUSE OF RKritKSEXTATrVKH.
Washinoton, Feb. 25, 1879,

The Honso met at ten o'clock In continuance of
Monday's session, and the time between that hour
ami eleven o'clock, when Monday's session ended
and Tuesday 's began, was consumed In tho disposal
of private bills reported from tho Committee on

Military Affairs.
Mr. Monroe, (rep.) of Ohio, moved to suspend the

x rules and pass the,bill providing fox the payment of

FEBRUARY 26, 1879.-TR1
arrears of pensions. It provide* that the act "to
antliorize the issue of certitlcates of deposit in aid of
refunding the public uebt" be so amended as to an"
tborize the Secre tary of the Treasury to apply such
portion of the proceeds of the sale of certificates of
deposit provided for iu said act as may be necessary,
not exceeding $'.>u,nuu.0U0. for the payment of claims
for arrears of pensions.
Mr. Atkins, (dent.) of Touu., called attention to

the fact that the House hid already passed a bill
appropriating $26,but),U00 for the payment of arrears
or i if* ii si nil k
Mr. Moxhok replied tiiat his bill was to provide

the ways and means.
Mr. Ewinu, (dem.) of Ohio, Ueairod to have read his

bill for the payment of arrears of pensions by the
reissue of United States Treasury notes, but this was
objected to.
The motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill

was defeated.yens llti, nays 125.
Mr. Hamiik, (dem.) of Va., chairman of the Committeeon Elections, reported resolutions in regard

to the contested election case from the Third Congressionaldistrict of Missouri, declaring that It. G.
Frost, the contestant, is not, and that L. S. Metcalfe,
the sitting member, is, entitled to the scat. Laid on
the table.
The House then, at five minutes to twelve, went

into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Blackburn, of
Kentucky, in the chair) on the Legislative Appropriationlull.the <iuextion being on Mr. Southard's
amendment repealing the law creating the office of
election supervisors, Ac.
Mr. Hayes, ot Illinois, characterized the attempted

amendment as a note of alarm aud a signal of distressfrom the democratic party. That party was in
trouble aud Ibis Huusu was called upon to help it
out. If these laws were enforced the democratic
party knew that the penitentiaries would be filled
with democratic voters.

spkkkch ok Mil. hewitt.
Mr. Hewitt, (dem.) of N. V., said that the'opposition

expressed by gentlemen on the other side showed
Imw impossible it was for them to understand the
motives which govern the democratic party in their
desire and lixed determination to erase from the
statute books every provision which infringes upon
the personal liberty of the citizen. All such provisionshad been placed upon tho statute books duringor since the close of the war. Once only had an
attempt tfeen made to violate the principles upon
which Mason and Jefferson and Madison and Hamiltonhad planted free government, and that obnoxiouslaw hud been swept from the statuto books. So
democrats planted themselves on the old stronghold
that there was no safety in centralizing
power; that the only security lor liberty was in the
people themselves. If abuses occurred they could be
much more readily and effectually remedied by the
people than by a centralized power. When the gentlemanfrom Maine (Mr. Frye) a few days ago alluded
to corrupt judges in New York he seems to have overlookedthe fact that JmlgcH McC'Unn and Barnard had
been driven from the Bench, not by the federal
power, but by the indignant voice of tho people of
New York. The gentleman from Maine had also
said that these laws must be repealed in order to enablethe democrats to carry New York in the next
election. Did not that gentleman know that the electionof 18711 had been an honest election in the State
of New York, and had not Governor Tilden received
a majority in that State of over UO.oOOV

mil. davknpout's invention.
The democrats had carried the State with constantlyincreasing majorities ever since those laws

had been enacted, and would have coutinued to do
so to the end of time but for tho invention of Mr.
Davenport by which free citizens were prevented
from voting. Mr. Davenport, following an example
which had been set him in New Orleans, had, on affidavitsof his own party, issued in one night warrants
which resulted in the arrest of 4,000 tree citizens of
New York.

Here- Mr. Hewitt's time expired and he asked leave
to print the remainder of his remarks, but Mr. Butler,of Massachusetts, objected, shying that Davenportwas a friend of his and he did not want him
abused.

mr. rale's defiant sl'ikit.
Mr. Hale, (rep.) of Me., said that the House might

as well understand exactly how this matter stood.
The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Southard) in pressing
this amendment had thrown down to the republican
side of the llonse the gage of battle. The gentleman
from New York (Mr. Hewitt) had taken the position
this morning that the democratic party stood here
to-day, and would stand, in favor of sweeping from
the statute books all that body of law which lie said
interfered with the operation of State governmentsand State laws in the matter of elections.
There wns a pluiu and a distinct challengo. As
strong as the fecliug was on that sido of the House
equally strong was it on the republican side. These
laws tor the protection of the ballot would-not and
should not be repealed in an appropriation bill. His
side of the House would never consent to the project
being pushed forward and carried through to repeal.
Gentlemeu might as well understand that now as
hereafter. (A voice on the democratic side."Yon
said that before.")
Mr. Hale went on to state the efforts which the republicanside of the House had made dtiring the last

week to have the Legislative Appropriation bill proceededwith, and showed how those efforts had been
antagonized by the democratic side. In conclusion
he said:.We have done everything in our power to
push this bill, and at some stage of tho proceedings
between now and the final adjournment of Congress
tbe other side of tho House must yield its position,
for these laws cannot bo and shall not be repealed.
(Applause en the republican side and derisive laughteron the democratic side.)
Finally the vote was taken, and the amendment

was adopted.yeas 135, nays 110.
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, (dom.) of Ky., tho

item of $15,00u for three Assistant Attorneys General
was amended by making it $1H,000 for four Assistant
Attorneys General, at $4,500 each, one of whom shall
be for the Post Office Department.

ACTION OF THE HOUSE.
The committee then (at ten minutes to two P. M.)

rose, and tho bill and amendments were reported to
the House.

All the amendments were concurred in (in gross),
except a few on which separate votes were demanded.
Tho amendment increasing the pay of the principal

examiners of the Patent Office from $3,000 to $3,500
was rejected. The amendment increasing the item
for contingent expenses of the Bureau of Education
from $11,400 to $19,100 was agreed to.yeas 140,
nays 111.
The next vote was on the amendment, the effect of

which Is to continue in force the present system of
public land surveys and tbe offices of surveyors
general. Tho amendment was agreed to.yeas 121,
nays 03.

lno next voio was on ine amendment uxmg ino

p:iy of jurors at J'i per day, proscribing the method
of drawing tliem and repealing the jurors' tost oath,
and it was agreed to without a division.

K.ui.ruK ok ntrrBLte.M tactics.
The next vote wan on the amendment repealing tho

laws in regard to United States supervisors of election.
On a division there were 107 votes in the affirmative,but the republicans refused to voto and raised

tho point of "no qnornm."
The vote was then taken by yeas and nays, and

again the republicans declined voting, tho only exceptionsbeing Messrs. Chittenden, of New York;
Fort, of Illiuois, and Killiuger, of Pennsylvania, who
vot« d in the negative.
The voto stood, yeas 14:1, nays 3.one less than*

quorum.
Tho HKAir.1 thereupon voted "aye,'* making a

quorum, and declared the amendment agreed to, amid
great demonstrations of applause on tho democratic
side.

Tln.ti Mr II ti v r»f Mntnn ri««tftpliiiir fit ililntnrv tar.

tic*, moved that when tho House adjourn It be until
Thursday. Tho motion wan greeted with derisive
laughter on the democratic Hide, and Mr. Halo a as

aski I. jecringly, whothor he did not want to have tl»o
Appropriation bill paused.
Tho motion having been voted down (only one vote

being east in the affirmative),
Mr. Hai.r. movod to lny the bill on the table, remarkingthat ho wished to are whether the democratscould (without any republican votes) tiaas tho

Mil, and that btj hoped no republican would vote.
The only republicans who voted were Mr. Brogden,of North I'arnlin*. in the negative, and Messrs.

ltrniitano-, of Illinois; Patterson, ol New York, and
Duunell, bt Minnesota (the latter having voted by a
mistake, which he triisl afterward, without avail, to
rectify), in the affirmative.
The vote was then announced as.yeas 3, nays 143,

otic less than a quorum.
The Speaker again ma le n quorum by voting In the

negative nud declared the motion to lay tho bill on
the table defeated.

what oonktm'tts a quolu*mThoSI'kvki ii then stated that his vote made 147, a
quorum of a full House, but he did not think that It
needed 147 votes to fuake a quorum, aa there were
two vacancies.

Mr. Ham:, of Maine.Is the Spoaker determined to
make a ruling that loss than a majority of a full
House constitutes a quorum '!
The Serakkk replied that he did not doslro to make

any ruling; there was no necessity for It. He. however.hnd rend a decision. adopted by Speaker tlrow,
to the etteot that a majority of members chosen constituteda quorum.
Mr. Hai.v sntd that the point on which that derisionof Speaker Orow had ruled was not analogous to

the present ease, and ho was glad the S]ieaker had
not. maih' a precipitate decision. So if tins matter
did not end nop', he (Mr. Hale) reserved all poiuts as
to a iiuoruin.
The Kvuxku said that h« had bad that decision

real (luring a moment of calmness, no that if thia
matter came up again It could not be Mid that the
decision had been made precipitately.
The I>111 aa amended wm then passed.yeaa 143,

naya 111.
On motion of Mr. HKwrrr, of New York, a committeeof conference wait ordered on the Army Appropriationbftl, and tno House a* Ave o'clock adjourned

uutil to-morrow.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.
THE POWHATAN AT HAVANA.

Havaxa. Feb. 2.1, 1S79.
Tho Catted States man-of-war ateainer Powhatan

haa arrived here from Port au Prince. AU on board
are well.

CHANGES IN THE DUTIES OF OFFTOEnS.

Washington, Feb. 23, 187#.
Assistant Surgeon C. W. Deane haa been ordered to

the Naval Hospital at Chelsea. Assistant Surgeon
J. M. Steele haa been ordered to the Naval 1I<«pttalat Philadelphia. Assistant Surgeon E. H.
Maratellca haa In-en ordered to the Naval Academy,
and Assistant Paymaster C.ollender J. Lewis to temporaryduty at Portsmouth, N. H. Past Assistant
burgeon J. A. Ilawke has been detached Irom tho
Naval Hospital at Philadelphia and placed on waiting
orders.

PLE SHEET.

WsmElimU
Legislators Anxiously Discussing

Future Political Issues.

HOLAHAN'S EXCISE BILL.

Loew and Gumbleton Still Under
Investigation.

INSURANCE LEGISLATION.

Slight Filibustering in the Senate Over
Apportionment.

[by telegraph to the herald.]
Albany, X. Y., Feb. as, 1879.

The advent of the legislator here after recess hus
initiated the usual political discussion on State and
national issues. The Hkbai.u interviews from
Washington and Albany occnpy a good deal
nt nt-ti'Titinn. In milvrrsutirm with Mr. Georffo li.

Sloan on the prominent subjects treated upon
In these urticles, that gentleman expressed himself
to me emphatically in opposition to the idea thnt ho
had ever been or would be a candidate for Governor
next fall. Mr. Sloan seemed very positivo in
his assertions as to this position, and, althoughadverse to the publication of an

interview on the subject, evidently felt the
necessity of being placod c!ear on the record as to

gubernatorial issues. Notwithstanding such direct
antipathy on the part of the gentleman from Oswego
to have bis name used in this connection I can see a

strong faction in tho republican party in Albany
anxious that he should be the State standard bearer
in 187l>, when so much depends upon the success of
the whole ticket in New York as the pivotal Stato.

GOVKRXOU UOUINNOJCH PKCUI.IAIl POSITION,

The charges preferred against County Clerk Delmar,of Brooklyn, have, too, given rise to considerablespeculation in a political sense. It is assorted
by several gentlemen with wnom I eonversod tonightthat the initiation of such charges has come

through Tammany agencies.
"Why so?" I asked.
"Because the Kings county democratic machine is

known to bo with Tilden. Tho plan is to present
further charges against other officials In that section
of the State. If Governor Robinson should then
conclude to remove New York officials. In ordorto be consistent, he will have to
chop off the heads of Tilden's friends at
the other side of the river. The scheme consequently
seems to bo to thus encumber the Governor so that
he will be compelled to dismiss all complnints in
order to save the partisans of those with whom he
£ml Mr. Tilden are closely identified."

LOKW AND GIJMBLKTON NOT DISPOSED OP.
It is not yet known when the cases ot Register

I.oow and County Clerk Gunibleton will be disposed
of by the Governor. To-night a rumor was started
that ho had decided to remove Mr. Gunibleton. This
story was contradicted by the Governor, who stutcd
that he had not yet had time to take up all the papers
submitted in connection with those subjects. This
gossip is furnished for what it may be worth.

BAPID TRANSIT AND CHKAP FABKR.
Mr. David Dudley Field and other gentlemen connectedwith rapid transit in New York city appeared

before the Senate Railroad Committee this afternoon
for the purpose of arguing against Sunator Ecolcsine'sbill reducing the faro on those roads to fivo
cents at all hours of the day and night. Mr. Wagner
was the only member of tlic committee present and
the argument was postponed for two weeks.

PUOPOsKD METHOD OF TAXING OOBPORATIONS.
It is understood that the sub committee of the

Committee on Ways and Means, consisting of Messrs.
Wadsworth, Fish and Grady, will to-morrow draft a
bill in accordance with the Pennsylvania system, by
which all corporations will be taxed directly by the
Statu, and not, as at present, by local authority. Statisticshave been received from boards of supervisors,
Utai/. x.o.wuintw utisi AilmS.iA.Mala ois.ln.. il...

of taxes paid by large corporations and the method
of collection. These figures prove that the new systemsuggested will operate very advuntigmouHly to
the State, and also go far toward doing away with
much of the abuses now alleged under present
methods in the collection of corporation taxes.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.
The legislators came together in Senate and Assemblythis morning at ten o'clock and immediately

plunged into business. The Chinese excitement lias
reached us here, as Mr. Hamilton Fish, soon after
the opening of proceedings in the Assembly, presenteda resolution in opposition to the measure
just passed by Congress upon this subject.Mr. John (ialvin, member from the
Fourth Assembly district (Seventh ward) of
New York city, rose to dcliato the resolutionso that it was laid over under the rules. Mr.
Ujlviu, who Is understood to he a countryman of
Kearney, the California agitator, was in pos-ession
at the time of a resolution directly in conflict with
that introduced by Mr. Fish. He evidently docs not
believe in the proposition to permit those "slimy
imps." with their "leprous teudencies," to overrun
our free and enlightened itepublic. At least this is
supposed to 1m- the suutimeuts of thn gentleman's
constituency in the Seventh ward.

AN IMPORTANT INSURANCE MIX.
Mr. Hepburn's bill providing for the lneornora-

tiou or' lift' and health insurance companies was
ordered to a third reading in the House. Tlio main
ffftet* of tlio bill If it becomes a law are explained
as follows by the supporters of the measure:.As
the statute stands to-day a life or casualty companyorganized under the laws of this
State may have an impaired capital to the
extent of fifty, sixty, seventy or eighty
per cent, or it may bo almost entirely lost, and yet
no authority is given to the Insurance Department
to call on the stockholders to make the capital good.
The trustees and directors of such companies, who
are holding the several offices by reason of their
being stockholder.-, continue in the management of
the afluirs of the company, although the interest
or eapitnl that gave them power lias ceased
to exist If this proposed bill had been the
law from the organization of the department there
would have been no grievous loss to policy holders
and less failure of companies. Under the present
law there is no standard tixed for the reserve tund of
a casualty insurance company, and such company
may receive $-200,tHiO premiums in a year and not reservea dollar to protect the policy holders
for tho risk. It is true that the department
arbitrarily requires tho companies to set
aside a certain aumuut, but tho point is here raised
that if such authority was questioned the departmentwould have to recede. This act makes the reservelund of such companies tho total amount of
the unearned premiums. V'or Instance, all risks are
written for one year. If the policy has run six months
one halt the premium lias been earned by the company;if the policy has run three months 0110
quarter has been earned and so on in proportion.As the life act stauds to-day it a
company lias suttlrtrnt assets to reinsure its risks it
cannot be cloned up; It* capital may too none ami it
may have $."**i.iski In death losses an<l unpaid endowment*,hut It it has sufficient iissot* to reinsure it*
outstanding rink* without regard to providing for
the (loath losses and endowment* the departmont
cannot act. This bill coin|>ela each company to be
In possession ol fnnda eijuul In amount to it* reserve
fund or reinsurance fund and all otber liabilities unpaid.

rnr KXCItt yUKSTIOl*.
It will be recollected that last year Mr. Manrice P.

Iloulahau sureceded in pushing through an excise
bill in the Assembly which relieved the trade troin
a despotic and muddled condition of the li(|n<>r qunsitlouill New York city. Thta hill waa afterward
strangled in the Senate. An energetic effort will now
lie made to pa** it In both house*. Aa It ta of intereatto every dealer in liquors in the metropolis, I
again give the text, us follows:.
A* Act le amend chapter I7."» of the law* of 1*70, entitled"An act regulating the sale of Intoxicating ll<(«ors,"
passed April 11, lS7n The people of ths Stat* of Mew
York, represented in Sonata and Assembly, do ena t ns

fellows:.
Skotio* I..Section H of ehnpter 17A of the f.aws of

ISJU, entitled "An m l ragnlating the sale of Intoxicating
ln|iiers," passed April It. 1*7(1, is hereby amended so ns to
read ns follows:.

Sac. 8..The act entitled "An act to regulate the sale «f
Intoxicating Ihptors within tho metropolitan police districtnt the Staie nt New York." passed April H. I*mi. is
hereby repealed, and the provisions of the act passed April
III i Mb i, rseept where the same are tmonsixtcut,or In conflict with the provisions of t hia
net, shall lie token ami eenstrned as a nan of this art. and
be and rnm a in In full force and effect throughout the wholo
ot tills State; except that in cities, licenses may ho granted
for a |>erlod of not more than one year, to permit the sale
of spit itnous llqitnra to he drank npon the promises other
titan Inns, Interns and hotels. In eases where the Kxeise
t'nmmlssianars shall he sstlslied thai the person or persons
IIron.si d shall he of good moral eltaraciar; and sneh licenses
before bring issued shall In every ease Im approved of in
writing liy Ule Mavor of the city where the same is issin*d,
and no licensee shall he arrested for any violation nf ihia.
act except on a warrant dnly issued All moneys received
for licenses In cities shall he deposited daily with tho
t'hamlirrlaln or Treasurer of the eilv where the license 1s
granted, tu he used as now provided for liy law
Kkc. X.All acts and parts of nets inconsistent with this

net are hereby repealed.
Svc. A..'This act shall take effect Immediately.
The bill wo* n'ferrtsi to the Committee on Cltlnn,

of which l»r. Ilayoa in chairman All the other bill*
on thta sub.lert have been sent to the Committee on
Internal Affairs,

tut*, mcvfxth ukoimrxt Anwonr.
Dr. Hayen haa sliceredrd in having hln bill giving

^authority. to tho Seventh regiment to Isaac boml*

3
amounting to $130,000 for completion of a n*W
armory ordered to a third reading.

IN THE SENATE.
In the .Senate the Apportionment bill of Senator

Harris wm called up by liini to-day in Committee of
the Whole. This bill, it will be remembered,
given to New York only twenty-three members.Mr. Turner (republican) moved to substitute
that portion of the Skinner apportionment as far as
relates to Senate districts. This motion was voted
upon ami lost by u tie vote of 1H to 18. all the dctuorratic.Senators being present except Wagstaff and
Pierce, of Drouklyu. senator (ioodwin then
moved to substitute thu Assembly Apportionmentbill known as the Hepburn bill,
which passed the lower House last week, so far
us relates to Assembly districts. That motion waa
voted down, 14 to 12, Senator Cioebel, although a republican,voting with the democrats all through in
favor of giving New York a full number of representatives,and Senator Thomas Murphy voting
against it. Then Senator .Jacobs moved to substitutethat portion of the Skinner bill that
relapn to the Senate districts of Kings conntjr
in place of that contained in thu Harris bilL
Tins was also voted down.14 to 12. Senator
Krclesiuu then moved to substitute that portion of
the Skinner bill relating to the Senate districts so
far as New Y'ork county was concerned. This, too,
was voted down by the same vote, and the Harris
biil was reported favorably by the Committee of the
Whole.

DKLiXQUEarr SENATORS.
A great (leal of feeling wax manifested by demo

crats of both houses in discussing the matter tonight,and Senators Wagsraff and Pierce were denouncedfor not being <>11 hand. Had they been in
their xeats, it is urged, the Hepburn bill would
have paxxed the Committee of the Whole, and the
Skinner bill, wliieh is admitted to be fair, xo
far ax New York and Kings are concerned, would also
have passed the Committee of the Whole, with a fair
chance of becoming a law. Senator Wagataff haa not
yet put in an appearance this week. Last week he
came up on Tuesday and went back to New York on
Thursday, while the week before that be was present
only ono day.

CONVICT LABOR.

COLONEL TEOWBBIDGE'S PROPOSED /SOLUTION OP

THE PROBLEM.ALASKA AS A PET*AL COLONY.

STATES TO COLLECT THEIR CRIMINALS AND

LET THE ARMY WATCH THE?!.NEW PRISON

BILLS.
Albany, Feb. 25, 1879.

Colonel Charles T. Trowbridge, member of Assemblyfrom Kings, has prepared a resolution, which
will bo offered in the House to-morrow, and will,
doubtless, excite wide attention, as it presents the
possibility of an entirely new solution of the vexed
problem of convict labor. Trades unions add workingmen'sguilds of all kinds throughout the State
are constantly sending to tbo Legislature protest*
against prison competition in their various trades,
and billB are introduced from time to time having
in view the protection of ono Industry or another*
from such rivalry; but as these never suggest any
other way of employing the prisoners of the State
they lead to nothing. Several bills have also beeu
introduced this session looking cither to the
erection of a new prison or the extension of
old ones, to accommodate the surplus of
seven hundred or moro (convicts who are now
boarded out by the State. Colonel Trowbridge's reso"1
lution, in a series of whereases, roviews the present
aspect of the problem. It declares that our prison
system fails to reform the criminal, except In rara

instances, and fails utterly in deterring old and
habitual offenders from continuance in crime. Th»
sale of convict labor by the State, although it
may savo some money to tho public treasury,
does, nevertheless, it is declared, involve this groat
wrong.that the State, having control of a certain
amount of slavo labor, puts this slave labor in competitionwith that of its tree and law abiding citizens,
who arc struggling by honest work to maintain themselvesand their families, ami who at the same time are

contributing by their labor their full share of tho
taxes to the public treasury. The present system, the
resolution asserts, involves also this inconsistency.
that tiie State. wuno 11 i'iuuui auuru employment, iu

th« mauy honest men who are seeking it, stands ready,
nevertheless, to give work in respectable trades
and occupations to any one who will first commit
crime. The. offering ot convict labor in the market
at low prices, it adds, necessarily tends to diminish
the compensation tor the work of honest men and so
tends to discourage, demoralir-o and degrade those who
labor for bread. In view of this tendency to diminish
the reward of labor, and therefore its ability to contributeto the taxes. Colonel Trowbridge's preamble .

doubts whether, notwithstanding some apparent
saving of public money, the bringing of convictlaborinto the market is a measure of real economy.

» WUAT THE UKSOI.tlTTON DEMANDS.
The resolution calls upou our "Senators and,

Representatives in the Congress of the United States
to urge that the Territory of Alaska, or some other
portion of the common territory, ho set apart by the
fedrrttl government lor the purposes of a penal
colouy, to which the several States may banish con-'
victs, uudcr proper conditions, nach State pro^t
viding for the maintcnaucoof its own criminals."
Iu courso of a conversation with Colonel Trow- >

bridge this afternoon he remarked that the United
States government contemplates the abandonment of
Alaska tor want of immigration thither or the tratfio
to induce people to settle there. "Now we hare that
country on our hands," ho continued, "and
wo are out the $7,<KKi,0t)O or more that wo paid
for it. Well, here is a splendid chauce to
ntilire it. By making it a penal colony
we shall at one stroke extend onr useful territory.
tree T UP country iroiu IUU lunviti nunc

which promises otherwiso to bo one of the most cmbarraasingin our political history, and find useful,
employment for the many army officers who havo
nothing to do iu these piping times ot peace. The
removal of convicts out ot the States and to adistanro
from the scene of their crimes and away from the
haunts of vice, will break otf all vicious associations.The splendid success of the English penal
colonics in Australia should encourage us to follow
the example of the old country in that respect. If »
man were convicted for tcu years or longer he might
be allowed to take out with him his wife nud childrenif bo had any. A long residence would aeclituato
them, and whiu the term had expired they would hav»
no desiro to leave. Children born there would'
grow up 'to the manner boru' and there would soon
be a thriving colony. Vrisouers who behaved wouldhavetheir terms of Imprisonment commuted, and.
lands might bo grunted to manumitted convicts upon
condition that they should spend their lives there.
The agricultural anrl mineral resources of Alaska
would thus be developed, and wo would soon get back
some portion of the money wo spent for it, and th«
honest lalxirers of tho country would liavo a frest
S..I.I ... ...... (

'Isn't it rather late iu tlie session to introduce such
a measure?" asked the writer.

Uuther," replied Colonel Trowbridge, "but Congresswill not adjourn for a week or ten days yet.
ami there may be uu extra session. I have been
studying this matter and I am not sanguine of any
instant action upon it. The notion will have to !>
discussed very fully, aud perhaps the public mind
will require time to familiarize itself with the suggeation.1 im determined to do what I cau to aolv«
this great problem of prison labor, and I aco no plan
that promises so lairly as this one."

MuUK MPAC1S !»KKI>tI> IS TIIK rUISOUS.
The hills introduced already this session providing

more spare for the increasing number of criminal*
are exciting a great deal of interest, and will undoubtedlyreceive very careful attention; tlie first,
wiiich was introduced by General sharpe , of tHster*
is substantially tlx- same as that of laet year, and calls
simply for the ap|K>iutment of a committee of thrcs
to determine whether there is a necessity for a near
prison and to select a site for one, shonhl they dermononecessary. The committee simply reports to
the House, and. of course, docs not commit that
body to the adoption of its views. The commissioners
named in the bill are Superintemlent of Prisons
l'lllsliury, ex-Senator K. W. Madden and Hon. Sinclair
Touacy. The bill passed the Senate last year and had.
also a majority in the Assembly, hut failed tor lack
of a ijiiormn ot two. It had the support of Mr. Pillsburyand also that of the Governor.
The other bill, introduced by Mr. Mocrs, of Clinton,proposes to increase the prisou 111 that county

at an expense not to exceed S'jun.mwi. A large array
of (acts and figures are presented by the aeivocates
of tioth bills, but the general feeling is that »

o- ..«iut s f#ir lulilitional acconimodattou
(or tho incrvaxtiiK crlminul population. The
laxt prison erected wax the bontieiunra, in
1M4. alone whi< ti tirun tho population of
the State ha* almnxt doubled. l'ho rxreaa of
primmer* now at Sinn Slntf. Auburn ami Clinton te
xnmethiiiK nnpnrnlrolnl. 'f hi* crowding of prinoucrnla declared to be tied policy, a* when more tliaa
one ocenphw a cell they corrupt each other like bail
fruit. It 1* not only ileniorallzlnc to the nature of
the primmer* but 1* exceedingly unwholesome lu tta
cllii-i* upon tlieir health.

what rntxonf.il* Mtotrr Baku.
flenlile* an cxre«» ol nix humlreil over the number

of cell* at the Clinton Prlaon there arc xeven hundred
Slate prinoni i* boardtxl out at an ituuual expenee to
the Strilo of nearly f'JliO.iX*). Tlio lo*x of labor to the
Slate in alxo to bo aihled to thin sum. because If all
the primmer* were provided for properly
anil net at work under the nnular prla"Q
discipline they would, it ix exltmuteil, earn >lAO,nol>
yearly. Thix in a year or two wonUl amount to »
mini HUiunPiii in wit hit i-xirnu inr i unmn itibuu ur

build a new ouo. The distance of I'llntou lTlson
from New York and llmoklyn. which form the gre»a
criminal centre, in un;nd aa a capital objection to
the proposed enlargement, a* It involves *

heavy expense in grttiug criminals there, ltosldca
the ureal cost of transporting supplies there anit
carrying away finished goods is so great that'
contracts cannot bo nnwlc remunerative. There is a
dead set also in respect to prison labor, and the membersare easting about for some method of reconciling
the conflict between the industries carried on In
prisons and the free labor outside them. It. Is alleged
that the manufsetiiro of hats at I'lluton has seriouslycrippled the hat trade, especially in Brooklyn,
where It has caused the failure of a large manu- ,

factory in that line which gave employment to
ino persons, a number equal to one-half the convict.®
tn the Itonneuiora prison The object of the bill
appointing a commission Is to secure a report, if
possible, AS to a le alien where some industry may.
be parried on which will not conflict with any other
industry In the state. HotU these bills are in mtn-i
mittee and will probably be brought up at an aarlwt

Lday. ]
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