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AMUSEMENTS  TO-NIGHT.
e

LENT'S NEW YORK CIRCUS.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE—Daxk Tior

AMERICAN INSTITUTE—Exuimmon

UNION SQUARE THEATRE—Fuxscn Frars.

STANDARD THEATRE—Farivirzd.

GERMANIA THEATRE—W ounrussmice FRAUER,

ABBEY'S PARK THEATRE—Fume v IRELAND.

DALY'S THEATRE—Wiven,

GRAND OPERA HOUSE—OTHELLO.

THALIA THEATRE~Dik Rirsemn.

MAVERLY'S THEATRE—Tux Ucroroox.
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BROADWAY OFERA HOUSE—PiNaronz.
ABERLE'S THEATRE—Tur Frexon Ser.
BOOU'S THEATRE—Lys ULotugs Dié CORNEVILLE
NIBLO'S GARDEN—ENCHANTMENT.

WALLACK'S—0uR Giuss.

BAN FRANCISUO MINSTRELS.

TONY PASTOR'S THEATRE—Varisty. Matinee,
THEATRE COMIQUE—MuLuGay GuakDs' CHRISTMAS,
AQUARIUM—PunronmiNg Axinass, Mutinoe

KOSTER & BIAL'S CONCERT HALL. '
TAMMANY HALL—Birrann TOURNAMEXT.

BEVENTI REGIMENT PATR—Naw Junsuv Dav,
STEINWAY HALL—Guraxn Coxceat—Matinee.
NEWARK OPERA HOUSE—Mucu Ano Apour NOTHING.
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The probobilies are that the weather in New
York and its vicinity to-day will be warmer and
parily clowdy, possibly with snows turning lo raing.
Lormarrow it witl be warm and fair, followed by
lowcer temperalure.

WarL StrEer Yesterpay.—There was much
less netavity in the stock murket and prices de.
elined steadily, closing at the lowest points of
the duy. Money on call was plentiful at 7 und
later ut 6 per cent upon good stock collaterals.
Governments  were very quiet and steady,
Btate securities were very dull and railway
bonds were fairly active but weak, Exchunge
wis dull at unchanged rates.

Tue Preor Wak has reached the courts,

Arexasver H. SreruuNs is not s supporter
of Graut for President.

Povmican BounsuiLes Axn Mixe Exprosioxs
are now the order of the day.

A Bap Story of u misspent life is told in
another colmmn. See “Identified in the Morgue.”

A NewroUspraxp Dog has been buried in
Greenwood Cemetery by bis affectionate owner,
What next ?

Tar PERILS 0 THE SEA are again reluted in
our columns to-day, showing that the life of a
gailor is by no weans a fuir wenther one

Tiue ELevarid RarLgosn cmployds want to
eliare in the enormous profits of their com-
Jbuuies, but the chance of success is very slender.

Axornrr Conusiow, fortunately unattended
with loss of life or linb, occurred on the river
yesterday. A litide more eare would prevent
these acvidents,

Is 1r PossinLe that on any railrosd a single

tinepieee muy deeide the fuse of many hives?
The vollision in - Massachusetts yesterday morn-
ing sces to indicate that it is.

Tue DBarrists should look to the mauners of

8ot of thelr weachers,  Portions of the discus-
gion at yesterday’s conferenee over the proposed
congratulations to Bishop Potter would have
been disoreditable e any body professing evan-
gelical religion.

Thr CANADIAN SoLDIERS are not coming after

all, which is u pity, for our Natiousl Guard
woull be delighted to do them honor, But ns
the Sixty-ninth ure all terocions Fenians (1) the
red erous of England will not be unfurled in
Browlway. Blood an' ouns! Faugh a bal-

lugh!

VESTERDAY was a great day at the Seventh

Rogiment Fair, distinguished visitors from the
regulur ary and navy having honored the oe-
cuchon by their presence and pockets. These
brave fellows do not forget that it was citizen

poldicry who composed the armies which regu-
Iar afilcers have led to vietory in the past fifty

}l WIS Or more,

Tur Recvnnesce oF Evacvariox Day com-
pels s comparisons so gratifying that o New
Yorker may e forgiven for temporarily for-
getting the debis, dirty streets and dirtier
political condition of bis eity, The scant hun-

dred years that lisve elapsed sinoe the British
embarked from this feeble metropolis of o
fechler nution have made us one of the great
eities of the world and the centre of that most in-
dispensable of all trades, the feeding of Europe,
while pur Sub-Tressary building encloses more
bullion than any other four walls in the world.
Tur Wearneg.~The ventre of disturbance
hus pussed into the ocenn and is now woving
northeastward,  The pressure js docreasing
stendity within it, and there are indientions that
it will develop energy while crossing the ocean,
The barometer is highest over the Middie and
Bouth Atlantic States.  In the Northwest it fell
yory mpidly during the early part of the day,

anil s peedieted another eentre of disturbance
advaneed towned the upper Inke regions. Storm

cnvrgy will be developed in the Western dis
turbabier  during  to-day over tho lnkes, the
winds inervasing considernbly in foree and
blowing  from the  sonth and woest,
Suow  fell in the uppor lake regions
sl the Northwest,  Elsewhere the weather was
ciar. The wmperature rose decidedly in the
West and contral valley distriets, remained
nearly stationary in the Middle Atlantic Statos
nmid fell in the other sections of the conntry.
Th @ boen brisk in the lake regions,
eentrad valley distriets and on the New Eng-
Jand evast i the other distriots they wers
fiwnli. Lhe weather in New York and its viein-
iy to-duy will wartwr sl partly eloudy,
possibly with snows turning to ruins.  Tomorn
pow 1t will bo warme and fulr, followed by lower
towperniare.

The New Crisis in Cuba=Emancipa=
tion the Hemedy.

The infrequent items of Cuban news
which have been allowed to pass the ceusor-
ship at Havana ave not reassuring for thoso
optimists who would Lave us believe that
the “Ever Faithfyl Isle” attained a per-
manent solution of its difficulties by the
peace of Zanjon in February of lnst year.
There can be no doubt that the transaction
celebrated at Zanjon between Captain Gen-
eral Martinez del Campo and the leading
Cuban insurgents, whether it be termed &
treaty or a capitulation, was entered upon
in good faith by both parties, and that it
has led to measurably good results. A war
of nearly ten yemrs duration was tormi-
nated without disgrace to either of the
belligerents, the insurgent chicftains have
been honorably treated ut Havana, and the
island, has enjoyed o much needed rest for
pearly two years, The coffee, sugar and
cotton interests have revived under the
benign influences of security from the
insurgent torch, many of the ruined haoci-
endas have arisen from their ashes and new
ones have been established in various por-
tions of the island. An honest effort has
been mode to reform some of the long
standing abuses in the finnncial adminis-
tration, u gogd degree of personal and polit-
ical liberty has been enjoyed, and, sbove
all, a veritable liberal party has been cre-
ated, which pleads for reform—not by in-
surrection, but by constitutional methods,
For all these benefits Cuba is indebted to
the wise nnd conciliatory policy of the late
Captuin General Martinez del Campo, now
Premier of Spain, who fairly earned the
proud title of Paeificator of Cuba. His
name must ever be held in respectiul re-
gard by the Cuba of the futare, whother
colonial, autonomous or independent, It
is pleasant to note that many of the chief-
taing who fought valiantly against him
until the pacitication of Zanjon maintain
their loyalty to the spirit and the letter of
that compact. The Cuban deputies in the
Spanish Cortes, all of whom are liberals,
earnestly repudiate all connection with or
responsibility for the new uprising in the
island, and their disclaimers are echoed
with more or less sincerity by the leaders
of the liberal purty at Havana.

Nevertheless a new insarrection arose in
the Eastern Department at the close of An-
gust last, and hos steandily incressed and
extended westward until now it presents a
formidable front in Camaguey and the
Cinco Villas, The newspaper organ in
Now York of the first Ouban insurrection,
which refused to accept the peace of
Zanjon and kept alive the torch of revolu-
tion, is naturally jubilunt, and declares
that the sacred eause initiated at Yara on
the 10th of Oectober, 1868, is once more
trinmphant on the fields of a hundred
glories for Free COuba. According to the
revived Ouban Junta of this city the
ignominious crime of Zanjon is now to be
avenged. That shameful compact has at
least, say they, served one useful purpose—
namely, to purge the canse of Cuban in-
dependence of the traitors, the cowards
and the half-hearted friends who sold out
for Spanish gold. The new insurrcotion
has no place reserved in its councils or in
its camps for such men, but, on the other
hand, tens of thousands who were too
young to figure in the former struggle or
who honestly believed then that Spain
might be trusted to effect the promised re-
forms, will now support the revolution as
the only expedient for attaining permanent
peace and prosperity.

It would be in vain to deny that there is
some, truth in these allegations. The new
Cuban insurrection is not purely an up-
rising of the negro element in the Eastern
Department, as has been too hastily be-
lieved, nor is it merely the offshoot of the
turbulent disposition of a few leaders of
the former struggle, It cannot be denied
that Cuba has remained tranquil for nearly
two years awaiting the fulfilment of
Spanish promises, which has sesmingly
been indefinitely postponed. Whenever
during the late Cuban revolution any diplo-
matie pressure was exerted upon Bpain
by the Oabinets of Washington, London or
Paris, the ready excuse for declining to take
mensures for emancipation or for finaneial
reform was that, although the Spanish gov-
ernment ardently desired to introduce these
reforms, it must postpone them until the
insurgents had loyally submitted. Well,
the island has been at peaca for two years,
and the first practical step for emancipation
has yet to be taken.

Emancipation in Cuba seems to be
weighed down by the multitude of its
friondss We are told that King Alfonso,
like King Amadeo and like President Cas-
telar, is an ardent friend of emancipation.
Premier Martinez del Campo is fully com-
mitted to it, Canovas del Castillo desires it,
Serrano, Martos, Bagusia and Ruiz Zorrilla
olamor for it. All parties both in Bpain
and in Coba have made up their minds
that emancipation must come. The plant-
ers themselves no longer oppose it openly;
some of them have taken the initiative on
their own estates. There is no pretence that
there is any constitutional impediment, for
the Cortes have already repeatedly sance
tioned the measure in principle. The
Moret law of nine or ten years ago provided
the legal preliminaries, dependent only
upon the pacification of the island. Why,
then, does slavery still linger in the Pearl
of the Antilles ?

The answer to this query must be sought
in the *“nature of things." Great soeinl
revolutions always come from without.
There is no example of any great abuse
having been reformed by the parties inter-
ested in its muintenance. They will grum«
ble and denounce and promise, but will
not act. It is therefore of good omen to
the cnuse of Cuban emancipation that a de-
cisive pressure from without is now being
exerted upon the laggard statesmen of Mae
drid. ‘The fires of insurrection kindled in
Coamaguey and the Cineo Villas should
have a quickening influence upon the easy
going reformers in the Cortes. Now is the
accepted time for Cuban emancipation, or
tho “Ever Faithful Isle” will be lost forever
to Spain.

It is probable that the speedy liberation
| of the Cuban slaves and the introduction
| of o moderate degree of self-government in

| Cubs et this thoe wonld be effsotual in

| quelling the revolt. Ewaneipation is the
| first and most pressiug need of that island.
| All other questions ere secondary and
should readily be postponed to a more con-

venient season. Cuban independence or
| autonomy is of wastly less importance.
| Doubtless the time must come, and that
soon, when Cuba will enjoy total or partial
independence, DBut this is o matier upon
which the United States have only a

secondary interest. Americans of all
parties wish Cuoba to be prosper-
ous, progressive and paecifiec. ~We
have a right to demand of Bpain

that such measures as are evidently
necessary to that end be faken at
onge, We cannot afford to have our vast
commercial interests in that island peren-
nially sacrificed to fictitious interests in-
Spain, As a nation it is indifferent to us
whether Cuba be independent, autono-
mous orcolonial, but we must insist npon its
being well governed, else it is a perpetual
thorn in our side. Provided the Cubans have
the privilege of governing themselves
they may well afford to retain an honoY-
able ¢onnection with the mother country.
which would have many ineidental advan-
tages. DBut the one thing needful for Cuba
and for Spain is the immediate abolition of
a system which hus long been condemued
by the unanimous voice of the civilized
world.

Polsonous Ples,

Some words are reported as the wutter-
ances of the baker, who, it is possible, sold
the delicacy to which the death of Mr.
Wheeler is attributed, which, if they shall
prove to have no specisl relation to the
Coroner’s inquiry into the fmcts of that
case, may at least be regarded as of some
interest to pie eaters al large, and if the
Saturday Review and other equally well in-
formed authorities are right ‘‘pie eaters at
large” may well be taken as a short deserip-
tion of the Amerieun public. These are
the words to which we refer, quoted from
the Sun:—

hir. Schinkel aays that months ago he saw a little
crosm that hod been left stunding in the bottom of
8 copper kettle, and, upon tasting It, it puckered up
his mounth. He supposes that verdigris bad formed
and had tanted the cream, He cautioned his fore-
mun to keep the kettles clean on this sccount. He
told him that if sugar was used the polsonous sub-
stunce would not form in the kettle. The men pre-
ferred not to use sugar, whatever it was
used in required constant attention. I told him it
Wi u serious matter,'” Behinkel contiuued, *“and
that they must expoect to watch the ketiles. My
foreman has been with me four years and I hove
thorough confidenes in him."

Now what happened in that bakery
“months ago” may happen months hence,
and it may have happened yesterday or
last week, when Mr. Schinkel was not on
the lookout ; and it may happen any time,
whether he does or does not take pre-
cautions against it. ‘“He supposes ver-
digris had formed” in a mixture which was
a part of what had been put in some pies,
He knows, consequently, that the constit-
uent parts of verdigris are present when
this mixture is made in copper kettles, and
that all that is necessary for the formation
of this irritant poison is that the mixture
should stand a little longer than usual be-
fore it is put into the pies, or that the
kettles should not be scrupulously clean
when the mixture is made. Only a little
carclessness on the part of his men, he is
aware, may convert the toothsome mixture
of lemon and cream into a deadly poison.
And who can be sure that his workmen
will be always excessively careful? Mr.
Bohinkel evidently cannot, because he
found in the instance referred to that they
had not been, and headmonished them that
“it was a serious matter.”

He has other reason than this to know
that they may not always be carefnl. He
urged the usé of sugar, but the men prefer
not to use it,. Why? Because ‘“whatever it
is used in requires constant aitention.”
They prefer for their own convenience not
to give ‘‘constant attention"” to what they
are making, even though that is the condi-
tion of preventing their delicncies from be-
coming deadly poisons. There is anpther
point as to which Mr. Behinkel probably
has some information, though it does mot
appear in the report of his remarks. Per-
haps he knows that the supposed lemon
juice in mixtures of this kind is very likely
to have no relation whatever to lemons, but
to be a base counterfelt made of mineral
acids, or at least of oxalic acid,

Blx Por Cent Interest.

The act of the last Legislature reducing
the legal rate for the use or forbearance of
money from seven to six per cent is to take
effeot on the 1st of January, There is o
difference of opinion among lawyers and
business men a8 to the correct interpreta-
tion of this law. The mooted question
relates to its operation on contracts entered
into between the date of its passage
(June 20, 1879) and the date at which
it takes effect (January 1, 1880). In respeet
to contracts entered into previous to June
20 or subsequent to January 1 thero is no
difference of opinion. A eontract made
before the former date for paying seven per
gent will hold good during the life of the
contraet, even if it should run five or ten
or any number of yeurs. On the other
hand, any contract made on or after Janu-
ary 1 will be illegal and usurious if it
stipulates for the payment of more than six
-per cent, All the doubt ariscs out of seven
per cent contracts made during the inter-
mediate period.

Mr. Schoonmaker, the Attorney General
of the State, lns prepared and published
an opinion that all seven per cent contracts
entered into previous to the 1st of January
are legal and valid. Writers in the Albany
Law Jowrnal controvert this opinion, and
the langunge of the aet, if strictly cone
strued, seems to give a plausible color to
their dissent, owing, as we think, to
the loose and careless manner in
which our statotes nare so often
drawn, The law declares that “nothing
herein contained shall be 8o construed as to
in any way affect any contract or obligation
made before the passage of this aol.”  Had
the language been '‘before this nct takes
effect” instead of “‘before the passage of
this act,” the Attorney General's interpreta-
tion would be unquestionably correct, but
this is not what the law says. Before the

June, and if the Legislature did not intend
tiis it failed to express ita meaning. The
ambiguity is unfortunate,sinee it introduces
ungertainty inte o great mass of obligations.

“passnge” of the net is before the 20th of |

decision can settle the econstruetion of the
law.

A Memoarably Lry Autumn,
* The very remarkeble development of the
weather this fall over a large part of the

alarm. In the East Luke Champlain was
reported toward the close of October “lower
than ever remembered for fifty years and
fulling every day.” The droughts in Penn-
sylvania at Reading, Pittsburg, Catawissa
and along the lower Schuylkill, have been
almost unprecedented, while in the West
the railroads leading to Springfield, Ill.,
have been obliged to run water trains, and
the Missouri Weather S8ervice reported the
last month *‘the dryest October in forty
years."” The eurrent “Weather Review" of
the Signal Service states that the October
tirainfall has been below the normal
in all distriots exeepting the South
Atlantic and East Gulf States, the Lower
Missouri Valley, northern portions of
Minnesots and Michigan and along
the Pucific coast,” and adds, ‘‘Severe
droughts are reported throughout the coun-
try generally.” Itwill be remembered that
no very extensive and heavy precipitations
characterized September, and there has
been no compensative fall of rpin this
month, we balieve, which suffices to restore
the soil generally to its usnal humidity.

This widesprend deficiency of moisture
may be supplied by the winter and egui-
noctial storms of the next four months, so
that it would be premature to hazard any
alarming conclusions as to the prospeel of
the crops in 1880. The late excessively wet
summer of Europe was followed by a mod-
erately dry and fine antumn, and we may
therefore hope our dry sutumn will
be succeeded by a wet winter or
spring, preparing the earth for a pro-
ductive yield of harvests next year, though
as the winter raing fall on the frozen earth
in a great part of the region that has this
yoar suffered most this compensation
will be felt in raising the rivers rather than
in preparing the land. ‘‘Rain,” as an emi-~
nent meteorologist says, *'is the most ca-
pricious of all the meteorological phe-
nomeng, both as regards its frequency and
amount.” Symons, the British hyetog-
rapher, has found & period of twelve
consecntive years—from 1738 to 1760—in
which the mean annual Britigh rainfall was
deficient by at least ten per cent, and sees
no reason why such a run of dry years may
not recur, But the Bmithsonian data from
1835 to 1870 show *‘a certain tendesncy to
an arrangement of groups of years of
drought followed by unusnally wet years"—
nature's effort to restore equilibrium in the
mighty workings of the atmospheric ma-
chinery. With the return of the polar
winds which penetrate tho moist Missis-
sippi Valley and the still more humid Gulf
region in January we may expect the fre-
quent storms thus generated which pass
over the country depositing copious pre-
cipitation.

Policemen nnd Cormer Loafers.

A policeman hps just distinguished him-
gelf by the landable but altogether too in~
frequent attempt to disperse a gang of
corner loafers, The rascals, however, were
unwilling to forego their darling diversion
of insulting ladies and other passers-by,
and they resisted even to the extent of
throwing stones, upon which the officer
drew his revolver and fired into the gang.
The motive of the afficer was most praise-
worthy, and the community would no$ ex-
press regret had the pistol bullet disposed
of one or more of the rowdios, but it never-
theless is true that the method of procedure
was extremely bad and reprehensive.
Aside from the fact that in streets as
full ol people as those of New York

n bullet is a3 likely to hit the
innocent as the guilty, the object
of the law is mnot to kill pesco

breakers, but to preserve the public peace.
Had the offlcer rapped for assistance, or
even rogarded diseretion the better part of
valor and ran to the station house for rein-
forcements, he might have arrested the
whole gang and had thém punished by due
course of law, to the delight of the pablio
and the discouragement of other rowdies.
Besides, death without trial is a more
gevere and arbitrary punishment than the
law allows even for snch vermin as corner
lonfers. Let the officer continne in his
good work and be followed by other mem-
bers of his force, remembering, however,
that his enemies are more serviceable to the
ecommunity and a warning to their kicd if
thoy are in jail than they possibly could be
in speedily forgotten graves.

The National Hird.

Since our last annual Thanksgiving a
number of wsilver dollars, precisely suf-
ficient, as we oaleulate, to supply one for
every man, woman, child *“and baby" (to
adopt Senator Blaine's addition and make
the phrase comprehensive) in the United
Btates, have been eoined. Oa ench of these
new dollurs is the image of a nondesoript
bird which the designer perhaps intended
for an eagle, thopgh it looks more like n buz-
gard, Instead of the strength and majesty
expressed by former representations of the
englo the winged creature on this coin seems
in o flatter and fright, and one might fancy
it to be on the point of flying away, s if it
folt that its room wonld be more acceptable
to the American people than its company.
The artist may not have known what he was
doing, for *“thero’s a divinity that shapes
our ends ;" but this dollar with a strange
device, in number on the approaching
Thanksgiving Day just equal to the num-
ber of our population, looks like an em-
blematic notice served on every inhabitant
that the days of the eagle are numbered,
and that it is about to take its flight from
our national banners and coins.

The artist probably designed wiser than
he knew, and we suspect that the favored
Mr. Kiddle might, with his *‘mystionl
lore,” explain how it happened .that the
coming event thus ‘‘casts its shadow be-
fore." It is well known that Dr. Franklin
derided the eagle and advooated the turkey na
onr national emblem. Mr. Kiddle was receiv-
ing those sublime communioations from the
apirit world which cost him so dear about
the time when the artist of the Mint was
designing the new coin, and the spirit of

| We suppose that nothing short of a judicial Fronklin may then have been hovering

about the precinets of his beloved Philadel-
phia, and have availed himself of the open
channels for inspiring the designer. The
turkey has become so popular that its old
advocate may have felt encouraged. Ina

eountry has excited much interest and some ' playful latler fiam. Basay to his daughees

(Mrs, Bacle), vidiculing the mew Order of
tho Cineinnati, Dr. Franklin said:—

For my own part I wish the bald esgle had not
been sel cted as the represontative of :fu country.
Ho is & bird of bad moral charseter; ho doss not get
Lis living honestly; you may sve him perchied upon
somo dead troe, vrim. oo loxy to sl for himsels,
Lie watchies the labor of the lhil.ng Lawk, and when
that dillgent bird has taken » sk and is besring it
to hus uest for the support of Lis wste and young
ones, the bald eagle puraues him and tokes it trom
him. With all this jnjustice he s never in good
eare, but, liko those smong mon who lve by sharp-
jng sud robbing, he is generally poor and often
very lonsy. 1 um, ou this aceount, not displeased
that the fignre [on the budgo of the Cincinoati]is
uot known as 4 bald eaglo, and looks more like a
turkey. Forin truth the turkey is n mueh more
ruxautablo Lird, and withal a trme, oviginal native
of Americs, Eagles bave been found fu all conntries,
but the turkey wus peculiar to ours. He is besides
(though a little vain and sil'y, 'tia true, but not the
worse emblen for that)a bird of sourage, and would
not bhesitate to sttuck a gronadier of the British
guardg, who should presume to fnvede bis furmyasrd
with & red cost on.  *

The fowl so eulogized by the American
philosopher has become in fact our na-
tional bird, although not yet officially
recognized. The uncient Egyptians were
accounted o wise people, and in choosing
their gods they selected animuls which
were recommended by their taste. As the
satirical poet eays :—

Buch savory deities must needs be good
As served at once for worship and for food.

Our great unsentimental philosopher
and patriet seems to have had a similar
idea respecting animals selected for na-
tional emblems. .

The Sligo Trinls,

The trial of the three Irish agitators, Daly,
Davitt and Killen, was commenced at Sligo
yesterday. The excitement scems to have
been considerable, but the presence of
armed constables marching to and froall
doy long mny have had the effect of check-
ing any attempt at fiery demonstrations
in favor of the prisoners. Daly, as we learn
from our specinl cable despatch, was re-
leased on bail, and Davitt will probably be
similarly dealt with to-day. XKillen’s case
may last longer if the eccentric Mr. Rea
can carry out his intentions. The latter
gentleman may succeed in amusing the
spectators if he does nothing else. The
arrests have already had a good effect in
calling the attention of Lord Beaconsfleld
geriously to the present condition of Ire-
land. Bat the Enpglish Premier's idea
of relieving the distress by furnishing Ire-
land with coal at *"cost price” is bunt a
sorry way to meet the demands of the Irish
poor. Itis a kind of generosity that costs
nothing, and for this very renson probably
commends itself to Disraeli's mind. But
this is certainly not the way a great states-
man should meet o great national ealamity.

How 0ld Is the Friday Superstition?

In Mr. Proctor's Sunday evening lecture
on the “Religion of Astronomy'’ he alluded
to the prevalent superstition about the ill
Inck of beginning journeys on Friday, and
cited in illustration the delay of a troop
ship by order of $he British 'Admiralty
some years ago out of consideration for the
terrors of theaailors. An apter illustration
lay close at his hand in the fact that Friday
is avoided as the day of departure by all
the Atlantic steamers which ply from this
port. ‘But Mr, Proctor ventured an
assertion about this superstition which
admits of doubt, He said that it dates
buck ‘“four or five thousand years.” Bo
erudite a writer as Robert Bouthey, on the
contrary, regards it as Christian and as
arising from the crucifixion. If Mr. Proctor
has facts to controvert this opinion of the
author of “The Doctor” they would be
very interesting to the publie. The his-
torian Buckle, who delighted in that kind
of research, seems to rest content with
Bouthey’s assertion. In a consider
able mass of materinl he scoumulated
about the ill luck of Friday we
find no examples cited outside of Christen-
dom save from the west coast of Africa,
The fact that Columbus sailed on a Friday
upon his first grand voyage of discovery
implies also that it is a superstition of com-
paratively modern origin. If it had been
widely diffused among sailors in his time
surely he would himsell have avoided add-
ing such a terror wantonly to the expedi-
tion. 8till further, bad such a super-
stition been known at the BSpanish
court it is searcely possible that an
express prohibition would not have been
Jaid on him by Queen Isabella agninst de-
fying it. Allusions to the common exist-
ence of it are made by Shakespeare nnd
Montaigne n century later, which indicate
the sixteenth century ns the period of its
rige and diffusion. In **I'roilus and COres-
sida” Bhakespeare makes Paudarus say of
Cressidn, “And she were not kin to me,
she weuld be as fair on Friday as Helen is
on Bunday;” but we scarcely think this
would justify Mr. Proetor in dating
back the superstition to the time of
the Trojan war. It is one of Shakespeare's
immense anachronisms, like the introducs
tion of firearms in *Juling Cmsar,” and
proves only that Friday was deemed un-
lucky in bis own age, Theallusion by Mon-

taigne is contnined in his *“Essuys,” whero |
he says that sooner than fall into the vice of |

obstinacy to avoid that of superstition he
thinks himsell excusable if he should
“rather choose the odd number Thursday
than Friday.” 'T'here are plenty of eminent
men in modern times who lLave been dom-
inated by the Friday superstition—for ine
stance, Lord Byron and Priuee Bismarck—
but enn Mr. Proctor cite an example from
the times prior to Columbus ?

A Bomb from the Clty of Churches.

By o remarkable interview published in
the Herarp this meorning it will be seen
that the City of Clinrehes is far on the road
to n bankruptey which ean be averted only
by the exoreise of care, coution and courage
in the emforcement of tax ocollections.
Logisiative ennctment has given delin-
quent taxpnyers extvaordinary privileges,

go on after the income is stopped, financial
embarmssment has  normally ensued,
Drooklyn ulso staggers under a load of

“tomporaty bonds” to the extent ol
fourteen million dollars, nand the
great East River Bridge stares her

useless in the fmce, snnually demanding

and absorbing u tremendous intevest, Years
ago “improvements,” unneeled but born of
the “flnsh times,” were indulged in to an
alurming extent, and the owners who then
danced with gleoiul antieipation huve now
the pleasure of paying the financiul piper.
The eyperience of Secrotary Evarts, who
after an investment is glad to shake the
entire dirt heap from his foet and leave it
all for taxes and assessments, carries with
it o snggestive moral, It is to be hoped
that Mr. Kinsella's fellow townsmen are all
of his way of thought. If not Brooklyn’s
jeremind eannot much longer be postponed.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

There are 25,000 English women in India,

Es-thovernor Feutou, of this SBtate, is in Californis.

Cotywayo's tour wives received esch s concertina.

Fa-Senator Bimou Cameron is visiting in Cleveland,
Ohlo,

The Queen of England loves the cold westher at
Deenide,

Zola works in a big house, in a big room and ata
big table. ¥

Gieneral Yancock is the guest of Gensral Carroll in
Washington.

It is said that tho forts on the Thames could be
taken in an hour,

Labouchire calls G. A, Sala the best after dinner
speuker in England,

Mr. Gladstone is vory confident of coming into
power ot nn early day.

In France agents buy up all the numbered scats
for the frst night at a thoatre,

Philadelphia’s Municipsl Reform Olub has dis-
banded. It was nine years old.
At lebrity has arrived in Monaco who goes

by the name of tho “Houlette Fiond,"

Shrowsbury oysters on the shell nre in finer eon-
dition than they have becn in for several years.

In England an attempt is being made against ines
briety with an sntidote mads from cimphons bark.

Mr. Toombs* “Death to the Union' despaich is
almost universally repudiated by the Southern press®

In London au emineut law firm has telephone coms
munication with some of its most important clients.

French wines are lato this yoear and Africa is
shead of Spain for earliness in sending winos to
Paris,

In rural Prance there {a o manis for having Eng-
lish servants, Governesses are trested us members
of the family. ;

Baring-Gould says:—"An English woman s
lovely, & Fremch woman is charming, n German
woman is augelic.”

Glass while at red heat is plnnged imSo ofl and
made 80 hoard that mortars and pestles may be man-
uluotured in that way.

Wao buy steel railway rails in England. England
brings her steel rails from Germany and the ore is
tuken from England to Germany.

While repairing o drain at a house in Romo some
workmen uneartbed o large number of coins of 1450
to 1550, and nearly $8,000 wore offered for them.

Tha electrie light, introdoced into the Faria Opers
House for the protection of Mr. Beaudry's paintings,
wis tried on Thursday last with completo succoss.

Mr. George Augustus Hals, whose popularity is
baving & revival ng the Lond itics, will
make & tour of the Southern States for the Loudon
Telegraph.

London Truth:—*Toecome home andfind an {ll-

kod dinper presided over by s slatternly wife
in her tantrums is s gloomy business, To Lear m
husband mesuander daily over the inereasing price
of cosls and small beer 18 guite as gloomy tor the
wile,"

Thomas Hardyw new novel will be called “The
Trumpet Mujor.” Mr, Hurdy ranks next to Willlam
Dlack amang the novelists of our day, and would
surpass him, if in his study of Deloe’s styls he did
not sacrifice grace to that strength whieh he thinke
comes from being hard and graphie.

In snticipation of the visit of General Grant to
Jeddo there appeared nsketeh of his life in Japanese,
in which tho sutbor, after speaking with enthu-
siasm of the hi ta of G a8 ho
calls  the ’ his in
tho following words:—“Whether wo consider the
fox mmong bLeasts, or the phoedix smong birds, we
find that even when endowed with unusual abilitive
the intelligence of these is not equul to tlut of stupid
old women or doliish boys, But men sre sble, if
they choone, to cultivate their talents; and there is
& man who has eultivated his great natural abilities,
is rielw in thonght, is sdmirable in his movemonts,
is a8 bio us h and earth, and with
whom noither the fox nor the phenix is for a & mo-
moent to bo compared. Such a one is General Grant,
whose intelligence is commanding to o degree, and
whose business capacitiss aro truly graod.”

A GREAT METEOROLOGICAL FEAT,

[From the Baltimore (Md.) American, Nov, 23.]

The Nxw Youx Hemanp publishes in parallel col-
umns & table showing tho'l of its Europ
storm @8, snd the t to which thay were
verified during s yesr of observation, from
which it appears thatout of twouty-seven predio
tions but two proved failures. Whoen it i8 romems-
bered that these warnings were cabled to London
from throo or four days to a week In sdvance of
the arrival of the storms, it will be seen that
thisservice was not only a groatl moetoorological feat,
but an immenss benefis to shipping interests, and
all others, indoed, dependent in any way upon the
woathier. But whils the British have derived groud
practical benefit from these forecasts it is not so
clenr thas wo have profited grestly by our extons
alve westhor wservice in this country. It is true
that the daily indicstions Inform us whether
the somperature to-day will be higher, lower
ot stationary; whether §t will be fair.or clear, and
from what guarter the wind will blow: but it
is often tmpossible to ascertain from the general
terms in which these prodictivns are couechiod the
degree to which they will be fulfilled, *“Oolder

ther,” for i way mean & fall of one or
teu or twenty degrees lu the thormometer. *Warmer
wonther'” may mesn s rise equally indstinite,
“Qlearing westher” may prove tw be drenching
showers of ralu or o clear sky, “Local ralos™ mﬁ
not fall suywheros within one huodred miles
us. Computed as these predictions sre for
arean of territory, it would be unreason
rnl’ll-l]'ﬂ. to expect any groslor acourscy, bul
t i worth considering whether it is not now anhln
the power of the Woathor hm-g: to give -
moro local sppitcation, This been dons on
rovaral onuu?um when special request has boen
wade for predictions covering o given glnl. sud,
pt 1w the additionnl tof tme dumuﬁ

it would juvalyn, there s rull{.no reason wh
the louding citfes 1n the eountry should not
every morniuy tholr spocinl weather forecasta,
buls{u those now given for the general motes
orolpgical depsrtmoents, In this wiy we might be
able to kuow in advence not only whother
the wonther for the dsy would bo warmer or colder,
bt approximately how many degrees, und the prac-
tioal value of the information would bo :m;l] on-
Bbaneed, It s ulwo clearly within the power the
worvico to oxtond its ?ruphwlll OVer & much groater
poriod of time than twenty-four hours, aud so con-
voy timely warning to travollors of the charscter o
the wosther they are lkely to encounter fu thely
journey. All thess improyemonta, {8 may be
will involve additional expenas; bat if & meteo
feal servico s worth having st all it oughtte
mado a6 gomplele snd sceurnte as possible.

POSTMASTER JAMES TO BE BUED.

t of the sction taken fh the matter of
stopping the malls add 1 to tho lottery dealors,
in the courts, & meating of the partios interested
win held yosterday afternoon in the room of Post-

mastor James for the purpose of coming to an un-
derstandin®. [t was finally sgreod oy eommonce
o friendly suit in the United Stetes Distriot Court
ngaiunt Fortmastor James and buery it through la
tle shortest possible tiue,

DR, QUACKENBOS' CONDITION.

At elght o'clock last night Dr. Quickenbos was In
a comparatively trasugquil slumber, from which he
awoke about ten, Within » few minutes of mide
night e was awake nnd restless, The pulss was

| vory low, at one time showing an secoleration of
aud, ns is always the case where expenses |

not over thirty pulsations per minute, and st othe
Indienting as high an forty. His condition at t
bour last nnumr was very p us,

MR, WHITCHURCH'S EXPULSION.

At & maoting of the Taxpayers' Contral Committon
lant night, at ita headquarters, No. 40 Third avonue,
Samuel Whitchurch was axpelled from the position
ot recordiug wecretary and as & deolegste to the



