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DEFENCE Of Tit SlILKOADS.
Eloquent Counsel Harangue the Legislative

Committee.

NEW YORK CENTRAL AND ERIE.

Ex-Judge Shipman Acknowledges the
Power of the State.

The Assembly Committee appointed to investigate
the management of railroads in this State tuet yts

"*«»tn the Chamber of Commerce huilA.

tag and listened to the argument*.for the defence of
the railroad*. Mr. Depew finished bia addre** in
the morning, and the rest of the day vai occupied
by ex-Judge Sbipman's argument on the part of the
Erie Railroad. The investigation will be concluded
ta a few day*.
At the opening of the sesaion Mr. Depewcontinued

bia defence of the New York Central Railroad, taking
np the question of freight ratea and the ulleged discriminationagainst Mew York. It was said that the

legislature should step in to alter the railroad

charges. There was once a time when Mew
York bad a monopoly of the traffic, but
Baltimore and Philadelphia began to compete
with the advantage of shorter haul and less mileage.The connections of Baltimore and Philadelphia
with the West became so complete as to carry
as cheaply as the Mew York Central and the
Erie. Their disadvantages woro made up for by the
low cost of coal over Mew York. Tbe average cost

of freight per ton per mile from Baltimore became
the cheapest in the United Stales. These roads
had the backing of tho State, while the Mew York
roads hsd none. They declined to yield their advantages,and the Mew York roads were compelledto force the issue. Then began the great
railroad war. Freights dropped from $1 to
fifty cents, to twenty-live, to thirteen, to ten.
There the Now York roads stops>od. Where the
others went nobody knew. Tho Baltimore and Ohio
IDQ mo rouunjivsuia I.OIBOU iu oiu UI ytkj U1V1drnds.The New York companies tlien came to a

basis of agreement, each road securing a certain

percentage of the business, entirely ignoring differencesof distance. The war was terminated in
1877 by the pool. Under it New York gets seventynineper cent of the business and the other roads
twenty-one. Maize was the only product in which
the business or New York had fallen off. If the
Legislature acted on the strength of the diversion
at maize from New York, the result would be most
amazing. (Laughter.)

STATE SUPERVISION,
Mr. Sterne had recommended for railroad ills a

State supervision by the authorities to whom the
railroads shall pay large salaries for interference
with their affairs and interruptions of their business.
Mr. Sterne bad recommended a railroad commission.Mr. I>epew did not seo why the railroads
hould pay an enormous sum of money to get Mr.

Sterne on a railroad on which there was no switch.
Such supervision might do for monarchies, but
would not do tor a republic. There was a commissiononce in this State, but it only lasted a year,
and there were no regrets at its death. The
history of such commissions was that they started
off with great promises and professions. They were
ignorant of railroad problems, but felt that somethingmust be done. The railroad manager always
subscribed to public opinion and never opposed the
government. When a commission cost four or live
millions to a railway company and failed then the
officer was removed and a new politician was put in
his place under the same clrcumstanoes. "We have
no objection to a normal school for commissions,
but we do not wont them to practice on
us for their education." Mr. Sterne had instanced
the English and the Massachusetts commissions.
They drew their salaries like lusty citizens, but
their services were inappreciable. There was no
analogy in the case of the English Commission, as
there the government reached out all over the Kingdom.Here the authority of such bodies stopped at
the boundary of the btate. The speaker recognized
the singular ability of Mr. Charles Francis Adams,
who was at the head of the Massachusetts Commission.From the day that it had been originated it
had been in continual process of experiment. At last
It was discovered that the Legislature could not meet
the emergency and the Chairman of the Board resigned.He had now been chosen by the railroads to
act as arbiter in the settiemout of their national differences.The commiaa^pn found themselves powerlessto deal with discrimination, as their authoritystopped with the limits of the State. If the railroadswanted to conceal their affairs the best thing
they could do would be to adopt the system of railroadcommissions, as no Legislature would have lite
enough in it for any committee to learn anything
before their term of offioe expired.
"The morning papers, expressing public opinion

from the standpoint of modllbed hostility or modifiedfriendship to the railroad enterprises, giving
their suggestions or kick to us and their suggestions
or hint to you, say 'Mr. Bepesr talks like a trained
advocate, but he does not rise to the broad dignity
of this great question and admit the evils and suggesta remedy. It would be wiser for him and wiser
lor the people he represents if he would.' I claim
for the railways in this discussion no immunity
from the ordinary frailties of human nature. I have
simply said that when it was charged that we were
so acting as to commit the gravest injustice, though
the acta might be proved the injustice could
not be proved. 1 bavo simply said that the
railway manager does what he can to meet evils aa
they anae. He meets them to the beat of his ability.
When you say to us, 'Prepare legislation by which
the statute book shall run the railroad,' we say
frankly, 'We have had twenty-five years' experiencein the practical management of railways, but
we cannot frame that law.' If the newspaper critic.
the justice of wnoee criticism in many respects I
sUniit, will provide the remedy and say what can
be done and where it can be done, and that it will
not indict a thousand ilia for one benefit, let hint
state it and the railroad will adopt it without the
necessity of legislative Interference. No talent is so
easily cultivated as the talent to pull down.
"The Mew York Central, with eleotric telegraph

and ocean cable making the marts of the world one,
has done Its bent. It is for the committee to say
whether it could do better. The road bad maintainedstill for the city of Mew York a majority of all
the bnsinesa done. It waa fighting for the righta of
the city and the State. I return tnanka to the committeefor their courtesy and the substantialjustice with which the investigation has
been conducted. I think that it has been
too broad and Inquisitorial, but possibly thst msy
be an error. Wnatever the result the rsilrosd does
not deny the power of the State to act; it only questionsits right on principles of equity slid justice.
Whatever the Legislature imposes we will do, but
we think we can control our road better than anybodyelse. We deny the jnstice of the State to interfereunless the State can show thst such interferencewill benefit somebody and not harm everybody.
Whatever the State demands the railroad must do."

"ABOVE THK CONTROL OF LEGISLATION."
Ex-Judge Hhipmau then began the deleuce on the

part of the Erie, The following is a very brief summaryof his remarks:.
"All that 1 can hope to do in the observations

which I shall submit will be to comment as briefly
as possible on the pertinent questions which the
committee will undertake seriously to consider. Wo
have been told thst the Legislature, in which this
committee originated, .represented s feeling of disaatisiartionthrougnout the Slate at the way
in which the rsilrosda managed their business.Dut popular diacontont la not a
safe guide in mattera of legialation. Isolated
Instances of hardship are equally fertile as a
xounaaiion 01 imiitntinii. rno lawmaking power
cm only deal with the buaine** of t communityunder general head*. All the lew* which regulate
the movement of huatncH* ere » much above the
control of leglalation ax the lew* which regulate the
movement of the volar *y*tcm. The <|iie*tl»n la
whether the evil* complained of bv tlioac who a*ke<l
for thle investigation are curable by any legislation.
It ie neceeeary to inquire what the«e evil* ero and
what are the leading charge*. Theee were made by
the Chamber of Commerce and the New i'ork Hoard
of Trade and Tranaportatlon. They am termed
bv the chairman of the committee of the
Chamber of Commerce au 'indictment.' The no-
tlon that the railway* are a parallel to the King *

highway'- that they are mere public highway*
on which every one can travel at hi* own pleasure
and In hla own way.la embodied at aoine length In
the Indictment. Mr. Charlea Fraud* Adam* *ayn
that the rallroada no more re*eniblo the King'*
highway than the corporatlona who own them resemblea common carrier. The American legiala-
lion ha* been Inspired by the theory that the railroadcorporation la nothing but an overgrown commonrender, who haa, in some way, got tho monopolyof a highway. The Chamber of Commerce
stated that the road* of tbla Btate have been capitalizedon a bad* of $2 to every #1 paid (town.
Tliry mean that combination and co-operation
among railroad* I* the only way by which they can
earn dividends on their Mock or Interest on their
boud*. According to their view a reduction of two-
ililrda In bouda null atock would lie noceaaary to
iirinii the raiir»ada down to bardpan. Their contluaionia ibat the aooner aneli a baata la reached tho
aooner a permanent and enduring prosperity will bo
attained. Hnrli a proceeding tliey admit would bo
hardship to many, and it waa only a question
whether or not the greateat good of the greateat numberdemanded anch a course. Thla doctrine,although
ot technically Communism, waa a recognition

of the right of the Legislature to paaa lawa which
might reault in the deatrnction of property of one
laoa for tba benefit of another. It la no ottcuaa to

NEW YORK
say that thia sentiment was applied only to corporations.The securities of these companies are the
private property of individuals and under the protectionof law. It would be as Just to suggest the
aackiug and plunder of Mr. Schultz's or Mr. Thurber'swarehouses wheuever a distribution ot their
contents among the mob might be deemed the greatestgood to the greatest number.
"The third charge is that the rates of transportationare made uuuecsssarily high by the maintenanceof subsidiary organizations, designed to depletethe revenues of the roads before they reach the

stockholders. It plainly asserts that the officers of
the companies are deliberately engaged in plunder,
ing the revenues ot their companies. It has not
been proved. The testimony shows that these outsidecompanies were merely to facilitate the
business of the railroads. The pretence that
they are used iu auy manner to put
money in the pockets of the managers of
the railroad companies was fallacious. The next
charge related to stock proxies. Neither Mr. Jewott
nor the other managers of the Erie approve or practisethe system of buying and selling stock proxies.
The tender solicitude of tho authors of the charges
for the stockholding interest was intended to enlist
the stockholders in a crusade against their own
property."
The usual recess was here taken. When the com-

ruittee reassembled Mr. Hbipinan continued as rol-
lows:."The tilth charge is of an omnibus character.
It calls for.1, a posting of the rates; the estab-
lishiuent of a unit of quantity for freight; 3, it ob-
jected to the classincatiou oi ireigui; a, 11 ue,nounced the pooling arrangements. 1 shall ask
attention here to the alleged depression of the
interests of the city of New York. The jobbing
trade, the grain trade and the milk trade were said
to have boon injured thereby. Dangers supposed to
threaten the commercial prosperity of New York ore
a favorite topic.

TUSK AND NOW.
'Horatio Seymour .himself has said:.'The railwaysdo not give New lork the trade it had when

the waterways were the maiu routes.' His fame will
not be enhanced by such utterances. The point
made is that the operatious of the railroads injured
the city, not that New York has less trade than
formerly, but that she has less compared
with lier rivals on the seaboard. Hut the
lakes, the Erie Canal and the Hudson Kiver no
longer give New York a monopoly of the trade from
the West. Itis true the city once commanded the
entire trade. All this chain of waterways centred
in New York. This happy state of things would
have continued but for the invention and perfection
of railroads as a means of transportation. Hut the
railways have not abolished the waterways in any
blameworthy sense. The explanation of the difficultyis simple. The railroad Bystem has changed
New York's relations to the West. It has brought
Baltimore and Philadelphia and Boston in direct connectionwith it. The effect on New York was precisely
the same as if rival canals had been opened to those
points. It fa not possible for New York to have that
essential monopoly of the trade which she once had.
A precisely similar case was that of Man Francisco,
which, before the building ot the Pacillc ltailroad,
hod a monopoly of the trade on the Pacillc coast.
"The Chamber of Commerce had dwelt with emphasison the decay ot the jobbing trade. The statementof the population of New York had been accuratelygiven. An inattentive observer, on looking

at the federal census, might conclude that Boston
had gained more than New York. But counsel had
fallen into an error by failing to notice that
Koxbury and Dorchester were both annexed to
Boston between I860 and 1870. If New York's
ceusns had been increased by the addition of Brooklynand Jersey City, the result would have been
different. This would show an increase- of seveutyiivepercent and would be a parallel process to that
by which counsel had estimated Boston's increase
at over forty per cent. But the fair way was to take
only the lncroaso of Brooklyn and Jersey City and
add to New York. This would show the real Increaseto be twenty-eight per cent, a greater ratio
between 180" and 1870 than any of her seaboard rivals.
The statement ot the gentleman was therefore misleading.The increaseofNcw York was next compared
with that of Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Milwaukee.These Western cltiea had increased more, as

theywere in the life and vigor of early manhood. They
long ago laid their plans to throw off dependence on
New York. In July, 1870. Congress passed a law-authorizingthe transportation of imported goods in
bond from New York, Boston and other towns to the
Western inland cities. The result is that a large
and increasing jobbing trade has grown up
in these inland cities, especially Chicago, and
caused the great change in the jobbing trade
of New York.a result which the railroads
had nothing whatever to do with. To say as the
Chamber of Commerce memorial does that 'the railroadshave no right to break up the jobbing trade
or the city,' was to use words in their basest and
most inconsequential manner. To restore to New
York the monopoly of the jobbing trade or to have
continued it would be as impossible as to transfer
the grain lands of the West to the seaboard or carry
the shores of the Atlantic to the Mississippi Valley.
To charge the railroads of this State with any improperagency in producing results which inexorablyfollow from the great movements of populationand trade and the development of the interiorot the country is as absurd as it is unjust.
"New York has suffered much more in other

ways for which the railways were not responsible.For six years she has suffered from the general
stagnation of business in the country at large. For
nearly twenty years she has been plundered by
municipal thieves. But this city has suffered more
froin the absolute destruction of her shipping intereststhan irom all other causes combined. Her ships,
her shipyards, her riggers, her calkers, her dealers
in shipbuilding materials, her native seamen, her
sailmakers, her princely shipping merchants have
nearly ail disappeared. Her foreign commerce is
carried almost exclusively in foreign bottoms,
both export as well as import. This vast businesshas been temporarily lost to New York.
Not one great sail or steamship line engaged in the
European trade is owned or managed here. The
local agents of all these foreign lines necessarily
labor tor the foreign capitalists who own them.
This great branch of commerce and Industry has

Glasgow, Southampton, Bremen. Antwerp, Havre
ana other foreign cities. One would think the Chamberof Commerce could be better employed in endeavoringto reatore this vast maritime business to
what was once, and always should be, one of the
greatest maritime cities on the globe, than in fomentinga blind war on the railroads of the State, which
are the sources or much that remains of her supremacyand power.

"StTTBKMACY AMD POWKH OT VMM YOB*."
"But the supremacy and power of New York as

the first city on tho continent are not nor will they
be destroyed. She is still and will continue to be
the first of American cities. By means of through
lines of rail and water communication the whole
country and its resources are made tributary to
New York. She is the money centre of the continentand will be of the world. She still has it in
her power Dy Insisting on the repeal of the destructivelegislation of the federal government to recover
her lost maritime interests and become the first
maritime city of the world.

"1 now come to the second allegation against New
York railroads.that their policy has diverted a portionof the grain trade from this city, or, rather, has
failed to retain to that city all the increase of that
trade throughout the country. New York has not
suffered froin the rivalry of Montreal and Boston, as
they have lost more than she has. The increase of
Philadelphia and Baltimore is the particular subjectof complaint. A disinterested and unbiassed
oberver would wonder, not that New York had lost
so much, but that she had lost so little. The openingof through lines ot railroads had removed the
natural barriers from other points and given them,
on account ot nearer routes, great advantages over
New York. That after this alteration in the means
or reaching the West by the rival cities of Philadelphiaand Baltimore Now York should fail to increase
her percentage of receipts as much as those two
cities was inevitable. That the position ot New
York has not been changed very much more for the
worse was due to the desperate struggle of the New
York Central and Erie roads to protect New York.a
struggle which cost these companies millions of
,lnl lara flri.Lt sacrifices had been made liv the New
kork roads to retain control of the through
traffic for New York by lowering through rate*.
The Chamber of Commerce now demands that
the local ratea bo reduced to a pro rate with tho
through ratoa. The suggestion waa flagitioua In
view of the fact that those local ratca wcro lower
than on any other rallrnada in the world. The
tendency of the pooling arrangementa waa to dlminlahthe difference between through and local rates.
"The pool was a combination among the railroads

for a fair oiyision of tonnage. It tended to prevent
the ruinous results of competition. It waa the
result of the best efforts of the beat minds
endeavoring to remove evils which had hitherto
proved incorrigible. It permitted to continue
it would bring order out of confusion. The
aareement of April A, 1177, the pooling agreement,
was a cause of complaint. But it was not a discriminationagainst the natnral or gcographioal advantagesof New York. Its practical effect waa not discriminationagainst New York in any sense. It had
placed the trade of New York in a better position
thau it had been at any time since the rival roads
l>ecame through freight lines. The benefit to the
trade of New York waa duo to the persistent struggleof her railroads. Nature had placed Philadelphiaand Baltimore nearer the sources of this great
through traffic than New York. On the other
hand. New York had the natural advantage
of being nearer tho European market and
directly on tho open sea. Tho railroads of New
York could not dictate to tbo London, Liverpool or
Bremen shipowner what hla rates of freight shonld
be. If the complaint about through bills of lading
were valid, all 1 have to say la that the New York
roads are not responsible for the practice. The New
York companies were as much Interested sa the peopleIn having this through traffic pass through the
city. They were much more Intelligently alive to
the <|nestton than their assailants."

Mr. Hhlpman here broke off hla remarka, and the
committee adjourned until Monday morning at ten
o'clock, when he will resume tho defence.

GENERAL MERRITT8 COLUMN.
Whitr llivrn Aokrct, Col., Nov. 21, 1H79.

Tho news received this morning transferring doners!Merritt, with the Third cavalry and one company
of the Fifth cavalry, from this point has set tho
whole camp by tho ears. Wn regarded tho news, up
to tho moment of opening our papers, as tho preliminaryact of the breaking up of this most expensiveand formidable expedition. But papers received
by tho mail speedily disabused our minds of this
Idea, and now speculation Is rife as to Uoncral Merrltt'scourse. Me must take one of two routes.that
Is, he will either Join the force of Batch, south of tha
taoatllea, or he will go by way of Halt
Lake an* operate Vie the I'lutali Agency, ualng
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the latter a* a depot of supplies. Perhaps it is
as well that the Indian Department haa been permittedto play their hand and exhaust evrry argumentand expedient to bring about a peaceful solutionof the difficulty with the Utes. But It haa been
an expensive experiment for the government, and it
is an open question whether or not the government
finds the amount of "taffy" exchanged worth the
money paid for it. The expense of transporting suppliesto the troops now upon White Biver must be
something enormous and only equalled by the difficultyof getting the supplies in at all. There
is over two feet of snow upon the other
side of the divide. This, too, while there
is no grass as a matter of course, and very little
wood to be obtained en route. After Merritt's columnleaves we will have here four companies of the
Fourth infantry, six companies of the Seventh infantry,four companiea of the Fourteenth infantry
and four companies of the Fifth cavalry.altogether
about six hundred men, under the command of
.Lieutenant Colonel C. C. Gilbert, of the 8eventh infantry.What part we are to play in the programmelaid out time will show. At present we have not
the sligbteat idea. The major portion of onr force
being infantry, we can only hope to deliver an
effective blow, if they come in our neighborhood, by
surprising them. Mr. Adams, now serving upon
the Peace Commission, was formerly agent for the
White Biver Utes. He it was who built the upper
or old agency, which consisted of three buildings,
exnaustiug an appropriation of $15,000. A subcontractwas let for the three buildings. They were
not built, or should I say builded, by General
Adams.

THE BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.

VIEWS OF THE ENGINEER CORPS OF THE NAVY
ON THE MACHINIST SYSTEM.EFFICIENCY IN

THE PAST AND INEFFICIENCY NOW.MOVEMENTSOF VESSELS.
The views of Enpineer-ln-Chief W. H. Shock, Chief

of the Bureau of Steam Engineering of the Navy Department,in relation to aboliahing the machinist
system of the navy and. reassigning the engineers to
duties lu the engine room, instead of being supervisoryofficers as now, as set forth in his annual
report to the Secretary of the Navy, seem to meet
with approval among the rsnklng officers of the
Engineer Corps. The following are tho oondensed
views of those engineer officers of the navy who
have expressed themselves on the subject. The many
mishaps which have occurred during the past few
years to the machinery of naval vessels and the recentunfortunate occurrence on the Alaska have
been incident to the desired change from the machinistsystem to that of the immediate supervision
of the steam department by the engineers in regular
watches. The present organisation of the personnel
of the steam department of the naval vessels is consideredgreatly deficient. It is not only inferior to
the excellent organization of provious years which
it superseded by the machinist system, but is muoh
inferior, by the introduction of that system, to the
merchant marine. In time of absolute peace, with
but a nominal duty to be performed, this Inferior
organization has not demanded the attention which
it Inevitably would wero it to come to the real teat
of war service, the consequences of which would
not be found of a nature which could be measured
by a money loss.

EFFICIENCY IN THE PAST.
In the organization which preceded the machinist

system of ten years ago the personnel of the steam
department on board of our naval vessels consisted
of a sufficient number of engineers belonging to the
regular corps, thoroughly educated, practically and
tueoreiicaiiy, iu tuo uuuob ui inuir iiruiewioa, xuey
were appointed, and promoted from grade to grade
after pausing a most rigorous examination by a thoroughlycompetent board of engineer officers, embracingnot only the practical, but the highest scientificdevelopments of their profession. Their
standing in the corps rested in their character, experience,length of service, their record at the Navy
Department and intellectual attainments. The
corps was noted, as it is to-day, for the highest proficiency,and undor their personal supervision the
macninery of our naval steam vessels was not only
made to perform all that was possible, but great
improvements were made in the designs, and it was
always maintained in the highest degree of practical
efficiency. The subordinates attached to the steam
department.oilers, firemen of different grades and
coalpassers.performed the regular manual labor.
The engineers personally kept the regular watches
and superintended and made on the foreign stations
ail the necessary adjustments and repairs to the
machinery that could be done with such tools as
could be carried on board of the vessels. Underthis
system there was never any complaint or cause for
inefficiency, and no questions of doubt as to responsibility,so that both the pride and the interests
of the engineers were stimulated to maintain the
machinery in the best condition with the least cost.
The economy of coal and other stores, for the samo
reasons, was narrowly watchod, and the expendituresof the steam department were reduced
to the lowest limit that could be judiciously
reached. A corps of thoroughly practical, scientific
and competent engineers was thus established and
organized into a homogeneous wnole, conversant
with and specially adapted to the naval service. Daringtho recent war they performod invaluable service,but necessarily not of the nature to attract publicattention like military achievements, though
these last could not have been accomplished without
its aid. Of the engineer corps of the navy, also those
who have resigned from it, togother with those who
volunteered for the period of the war,
among its members could always be
found many who excelled in the different
branches' of their profession, such as designing
machinery, experimenting with it, determining its
relative value, defects and merits; and the old organization,including the firemen, oilers and coalheavers,who were in excellent discipline and becameskilful in tbeir respective occupations and remainedin the service for a lifetime, reslilpplng as

regularly as the terra of their enlistment expired,
was admitted by the officers of all foreign navies
coming in contact with onr vessels to be the beat in
the world.

INEFFICIENCY OF THE MEW ORGANIZATION.
The new organization is quite as inefficient as the

old one was efficient. Instead of a sufficient number
of competent engineers to take charge of the watches
being detailed on board of each vessel only one or
two are placed there: and the absence of the others
is sought to be compensated by the presence of a
number of Incompetent persons shipped under the
name of machinists, but who rarely if ever have the
right to such title. Many of these men are wholly
ignorant of the profession of which they become
members, and in conjunction with the one or two
engineers on board a vessel make a larger detail for
the steam department than was required under
the old organization, and the attempt to substitute
machinists for engineers has proved a failure, becauseof the qualifications which they were not possessedof and because of tbe greater number required.Nor is the cost of tbe new organization, in
mere amount of salary paid, less than that of the old,
for tho machinists receive $900 per annum, nearly
the same as paid to the third assistant engineers, and
their number is greater, while the value of their
services is incomparably inferior. The comparison
of salaries does not show the real money cost, as
the money loss to tbe government in permanent injuryto Its expensive and complicated machinery
of new pattern, of which the machinists are not
thoroughly oonversant, and in tho daily waste of fuel
and stores, due to incompetent management, is
vastly mora than the total cost of the old organize-
tion, while the decreased efficiency of tho Teasels
with machinery under snch handling involves lossea
not to be reckoned, excepting so far as It affects nationalreputation. Tho incessant change of prrumnrl,
which la inevitable under the machinist system,
results in provanting the improvements which
would naturally follow with increased experience;
delicate machinery becomes corroded and ruined;
expensive boilers are burned out; the consumption
of coal is increased; the speed of the vessel is not
maintained; there is an unnecessary loan of the
use of the vessel by detention for repairs
of injuries resulting from negligence and ignorance,and all tending to an inevitable incronso In
the cost per annum of maintaining a vessel in
commission. Tbe reason for this Is that the machinists,being uneducated men ahlpped for tho
cruise, are without responsibility for the consequencesof their conduct, receiving neither reward
for good nor punlshmentforbad,deserting whenever
their interest or passion prompts, and, avoiding all
labor, which in their case would be unappreciated,
naturally care only to draw their pay for the least return.

MACHINISTS AND EHOINXBR*.
The duties of machinists on bosrd ship are the

same as those of competent engineers uuder the old
system.vis., to stand the watches, keep the logs
and make the repairs, under the supervision of tbe
one or two engineers on board. However, this
supervision must be necessarily incomplete, as it Is
a physical impossibility for one or two engineers to
remain on duty the twenty-four hours through, and
It Is possible that tho most costly engino or boiler
may be ruined in five minutes. That the system has
worked at all la dan to tlio untiring efforta of tha engineer*themselves, who barn done their iltmoat to
meet the wlahea of tbn Mary Department: and an tha
naval regulations declare "inaehlniata and other
engine room petty ofBeora are to be given chargo of
the watehca In tho engluc and tiro rooma under tho
anpervlalon of the engineer ofllrora, whan tho nninberof engineer* or gradnated cadeta la not antneient
for that duty." tho engine* and boiler* of our naval
veaaela are al way* under the charge of tha inaehln-
lata; tho engincera are wholly relieved fromreapon-
nihility for the machinery not under tbelr management,and cannot be held accountable for any InJttrtosor deficiencies. i

It wan Intended that tho United Htatoa frigate
Tennessee, which la to bo the flagnhlp of the North
Atlantic squadron, and to which the offlrcra of the
Powhatan are to be transferred, should go Into commissionon Friday, but tbe Inclement weather ba*
canned a delay of a few days, and tbe officers are orderedon board to-morrow. Tlio engineers of tlio
Tennessee have completed the steam trial of the enginesat. the dock and everything bos boon found to
work satisfactorily.
Tbe training ship Minnesota has gone to the

Navy Yard from tho foot of Twenty-third street.
North ltlvcr, and la ordered Into winter quarters at
New London, to which placo sho will proceed next
week.
The Marion Is lying at Cob Dock, and a now crew

Is lieing shipped for her. Moat of the new detail of
officer* hove reported on board.
The sloop-of-war Vandalia la expected at the Navy

Yard at any hour, having bam ordered hers Croat
Aspinwalk
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DIPHTHERIA.
Minister Shishkin's Prescription Coldly

Received by Physicians.

SPECIFICS GENERALLY DISCREDITED, j
The Nature of the Disease and Modes of ]

Treatment Discussed.
. i

The "Remedy for Diphtheria," u given in com- j
munication from Mr. N. Slilshkin, Minister from
Russia to the United States, in the Hnnst.n of
the 19th Inst., has caused quite a flutter of excite-
meot among the medical fraternity in this city.
Physicians, as is well known, guard with a jealous
eye any attempt at invasion of their functiona, not
liking at all to And a layman stepping beyond the
sacred precinct* of the temple in which the hidden
rites are performed. When a Hkuald reporter called
on Dr. A. Jacobi, at his residence. No.^110
West Thirty-fourth street, he was met at"the
ery outset by a startling announcement in regard

to the subject on which he sought information.
The Doctor directed tho reporter's attention to
an article of his own which had appeared
n Oerhardt's "Klnderkrankhelteu," and which
contained twelve pages of closely printed mat-
tcr giving only the very titles of the works written
on diphtheria. The Inference was that one prescrip-
tlon more or less for the treatment of this terrible
disease was not likely to reach the end sought for
already by so many thoughtful minds. Other phy-
sicians, as will be seen below, had heard lees of
benzoate ef soda than had Dr. Jacobt.
To got at the general medical opinion regarding

Minister Shlshkin's prescription a number of prominentpractitioners wer<x called on. The prescription
may do uere repeaiou:.
Xatr. bcniolc pur. 5.0 aolr. In U). distills! aq. raentb.

piper, ana 4(1.0 ay r. cort. aur. 10.0.
This means benzoate of soda, five grammes, dissolvedin distilled and in peppermint water, forty

grammes of each, with syrnp of orange peel, ten
grammes. This would give about sixteen doses of
a teaspoonful, but the prescription does not state in
what quantities the medicine is to be taken. It will
be noticed also it is prescribed for a child.

X88EMTIAI. FACTS.
Dr. Beverley Robinson, of Mo. 37 West Thirty-fifth

street, a specialist in the disease of diphtheria,
stated that there was nothing new in benzoate of
soda; but that it was not, so far as he knew, commonlyused. He did not know any physician who
prescribed it. So many specifics were introduced as

remedies for diphtheria thai this one might or

might not be of some use. He himself had introducedone, and while some physicians found it acted
admirably others did not think so well of it. In
fact, physicians had each some method of his
own for treatment.not his own specific, but a

method based upon a general principle. Each
naturally leaned to the instructions he received from
his teachers. It is Impossible to say in what the
contagious nature consists or how the disease is
causod. The trouble is that cases which are not
diphtheria are classed as such, and as a result the
remedies applied and which are supposed to have
effected a cure are then supposed to be efficacious in
genuine eases of the disease. Among those who admitthe parasitic nature of diphtheritic poison there
is a difference of conviction in regard to the way in
which monads penetrate the system. Accordingto some authorities they are taken up
immediately by the circulatory system and
occasion the outbreak of the disease, under the form
of constitutional phenomena, which become the re- 1
suit of blood changes, possibly of a chemical sort. J
By others it is believed that general manifestations <

of grave Import only follow, altera Shorter or longer
period, the primary local signs which are evident i
upon the mucous membrane of the fauces and ton- <
slls. These distinct theories of the processes by i
which the blood and viscera of ihe body become in- t
tected by the diphtheritic poison are important, be-
cause they also lead to variances of treatment. ]
Medical men who believe in the primary local nature <
of the disease, and who acknowledge, also, j
the direct agency of lower forms of organizedlife in occasioning it, attribute the
greatest importance to the prompt action of |
antiseptic drugs applied topically in weaker or
stronger combinations. Those who admit the ex- j
istence of blood poisoning by similar organisms i

from the very beginning and who understand the t
throat manifestations to be but a consequence of the j
blood changes already produced, and that the bao- t
terla present upon the false membranes and mueous i
linings are only a concomitant fact of very aecon- ,
dary value, are extremely anxious to start remedial ]
measures with frequent and relatively large dosos of ,
disinfectants given internally. They are but little (
disposed to sttriDute importance to loosi applies- .

tions. j
IS IT PARASITIC?

Is diphtheria in reality of a parasitic nature, may
thereupon be inked, and is it rational to oontlnne j
the use, either externally or internally of the so- f
called disinfectant remedies ? The contagious char- t
acter of diphtheria is to-day accepted by all. The |
inoculability of the disease Is not so universally ad- j
m itted. Dr. Robinson believed it was an inoeulsble j
disease, and nearly if not quite as certain to be ,
transmitted in this manner as variola. Practically, ,
two things should be remembered, he held. Atten- t
tlon should be psid to the condition of the eutis c
ooverlng the lingers and hands; again, after an oper- f
ation, care should -be taken to avoid placing one's aface too close to or Immediately in front of the neck ,of the patient, for during the first effort of expiration jwhich follows the opening made into the windpipe t
and also the insertion of the tube, contagions prod- (uots are thrown to some distance and may alight i

upon the operator, and thus canae direct transmissionof the disease. For the treatment of the disease the had found powder of cubeba to be tbo most rell- aable medicine. In 1872, when he was resident physicianat the Paris Hospital, there was a children's
diphtherianepidemic, and he had had experience of '

the disease in all its forms.
Dr. Thomas F. Healy, or No. 309 West Nineteenth

street, stated that he was aware that recently there
had been some discussion going on in tiernisn
medical literature about benxoate of soda, the drug '
named In the Russian Minister's prescription. Bnt a
he had never himself prescribed benxoate of soda

fordiphtheria, nor did he know any physician in
the city who had done so. He felt sure that it was a
not in common use among practitioners. As to its pvalue as a medicine he could not, of courae, speak,
because a test alone, and an abundant test at that. ®

would be required before it would receive fnllrecog- t
nltlon. There were ao many specifics year after year 0
presented as a sure cure for diphtheria that a
physic.an had to be very careful and accept those 1
only that had passed through the ordeal of invest!- r
gation. Thin disease of diphtheria had occupied the o
attention of very able specialists, and aa the practice e
now stood there was reasonable safety, he said, in t
the advances that had been made. r
Dr. Healy then cousultod aome of the works on the r

subject in his library and directed the reporter's at- H
tention to the following as defining what benzoin p
is"Benzoic acid is a local lrritaut sctlng on the li
general system as a stimulant, with particular atten- J
tlon to the mucous surfaces." I
"Benzoin la the concrete Juice of styrsx benzoin a

(tree), found In Sumatra, Java, Borneo and 81am." fi
In further conversation the Doctor stated that ben- fi

zoin was given now frequently in throat dlseaes and a
tor inflapiination of the throat. Chlorals of potaa- c
slum and murlatio tincture of iron wero also givon ti
for these diseases. G

I'll. LOOMIM' OPINION*. II
Dr Loomls wm railed on at hi* reaidenee, No. SI fi

Wont Thirty-fourth atreet. He aald ho never preRrrlbedbenanate of node for canea of diphtheria and
did not know that other pkyalclan* were In the
habit of ureacrlblng it. Ho did not believe It waa
commonly in u-e. Any number of remedlea were
being ronatantly prnnentod for diphtheria, and It requiredrare In accepting them. There waa nothing ,,hpenally to recommend tbia medicine more than
other* already well known to the profeeaion. *

I>r. DelaAeld, of No. 11 Woat Thlrty-aecond atreet, hattachetl no importance at all to the preacription.
There waa nothing in the drug that would warrant "

the belief that anything new had been dlacovered. p
It hail born well known for a long time, though not 0
in the combination aa a remedy for diphtheria. Aa
to ita proving to be a aure cure for diphtheria time w

alone could determine, but theae new cure* were con- u
itantly arlaing, and, after a time, aa aurely dlaap- a
pearing. n

Ltr. itaorge M. JXTerta. who ha* devoted much u
time to the dlaoaae, waa called on at hla reaidenee, T
No. (I Weat Thirty-third atreet. He conaulted aev- *]
nrat woraa in hla library and ahowed the reporter d
where aoda. In two difi'orent forma, had been long T
In uae In the treatment of diphtheria. The doctor (J
eiild that there never hud born found a apeciAc tor tl
(lipntneria, ami inia wan not one. in inn nrai pinrn, H
lie aald, conititutional treatment, an well an local, n
*u a nocesaity In llio treatment of a Konnlne rano »
of diphtheria. Ho far no thn Hnnnfan Minlater'a c
prencrlption wan concerned, he nald that the- drug tl
wan an old one, and had been lined before in thn p
treatment of diphtheria. It wan, however, not com- H
mouly in u«e in thin city for diphtheria caeee. n

PH. IttTrHroCK in OOHMTtTATtOK. c,
Dr. ITrhan O. Hitrlicock, of No. .11 Went Twenty- ri

ninth atreot, elated that the combination of benzoic m
and aoda wee a novel preparation, ae far an he knew, w
in the medieal preeliee M the city. In fart, aald the pdoctor, medical authoritlea do not nponk very pro- tl
fuaoly even about bentoin Itaelf. The doctor then tl
toot from tola library the work "Malaria Medico e

>LE SHEET,
nd Therapeutics." by Roberts Bartholow, M. A..
M. D. LL.l)., in which bensoin la thus disposed
of:.
The physiologies! effects of bensoin end its preparatlonesee dee u> bensoic eeid. Taken in very considerable doses

tumlf a dree hoi) bensoic eeid produces some epigastric
loerettMi the puis* rate and promotes broucbial iBd

cutaneous transpiration.Kecenl observations have shown that beusoic acid has .

decided antiseptic properties. It manifests the same power
to prevent fermentations and putrefaction and to destroy
minute organisms, possessed bv salicylic and boracic.
rne tinctures of bensoin were formerly used as expectorantsin chronic bronchial affections. Tliey are now sometimesresorted to for tko local treatment (by atoinlsation)
i>f chronic laryngeal affections. The most important use.
however, is In the treatment of foul smelling wounds, .dabby granulations, Ac.
from another authority waa taken the following:.
Bensoin is a tropical Irritant, and after absorption stimulatesthe mucous passages, especially the mrlan membrancs."It Is adapted to chronic bronchial affections, but

s seldom employed alone. As a fumigation iu chronic
sryngltia it haa been recommended by Trousaeau aud i

I adoux. * '

The Doctor then accompanied the reporter to a
uciKiiuurmg uruK store, where lie consulted toe
"Dispensatory," in which was given the method of
preparing benzoate of soda aa"Saturating a solutionof benzoio acid with a solution of carbonate of
soda."

Jfc.obl .V* J}u«*M°ned as to what he thought t3f Minister Shishkin's communication, and he replied:."Ithink it will give the public a favorable *
opinion of the gentleman's generous heart* and will I
prove that even a diplomat must be excused for not j

Knowing the most commonplace truths. Tho first
of these is that no intelligent person believes in ape- *
ci Acs, and this letter recommends a specific for diph* t
theria. To tell an intelligent person nowadays that v

diphtheria may assume different shapes and forms,and that it will have to be treated differently in dif- *
ferent individuals; that a large number of cases, i
moreover, have a tendency to get well, even spon-taneously, is like carrying coal to Newoaatle. The
very woret forme of diphtheria, however.those oc- *
curring in the nose and in the larynx.cannot be freached at all by internal treatment only, and are
very apt to prove fatal unless a more rational treat- e

ment is resorted to. The second is, that the great t
mass of tho people are very apt to rely on snch r

statements as that contained in this letter, and will
loee the time in which an attack can be met e

with success. Matters are no better when the publio 1
linow that the writer la not an advertising quack i
waylaying their purses, but a man In a high social
position. On the contrary many a case may be r

treated, perhaps, with the prescription of the r
Itussian gentleman, and will be lost simply because t
tbe right thing was not done in the right time.
Perhaps it is worth while for me to altudo to the
fact that this very moment diphtheria Is nowhere 1
o fatal as it is in his own country." j"Is benzoate of aoda a new remedy. Doctor, and do
you thiuk the medical gentlemen named in tbe 1

Minister's letter are authorities?" e
"Dr. L°tzerioh Is a practitioner In a small German a

town. Hie reputation is founded on microscopic
investigations, mainly of dlphtheretic membranes.
Dr. Klebs is professor of pathological anatomy in
Prague. But they are not even,the first who recom- {mended benzoate of sods. MchUller preceded
them long ago. I believe there is no dmg c

tore in town where you cannot find the t
article, which baa been widely used in this city. ,I have, with many others, used It in typhoid fover,
oarlet fever, puerperal fevor and diphtheria. I nan '
mention the names of practitioners who employed 1
the remedy long and faithfully and are thoroughly ,discouraged and disgusted. No one remedy can be
relied on in all Individual cases of an infectious or (

tny other disease which may be either very mild or 1

very Insidious." i
____i

KENTUCKY FOR GRANT. 1
i
]

DEMOCRATIC SENTIMENT FAST SOLIDIFTINQ IN

FAVOR OF THE GREAT UNION GENERAir.

REPRESENTATIVE SOUTHRONS TO MEET TBE

EX*PRESIDENT IN I1OUI8VILLX.
Owinosville, Ky., NoV 38,18TO.

During the last week I have been interviewing
prominent democrats of Kentucky as to how they
feel toward General Grant's nomination for the
Presidency in 1880 by the democratic party. I will
start out by aaylng that I have always been a consistentdemocrat, never having oast a republican
voto. It la tha universal opinion among the leaders of
the democracy In Kentucky that the recent elections
In the North have thoroughly demoralized the democraticparty; that thers la no ohance to elaet
either Tilden, Bayard, Hancock or Thurman;
that the South cannot depend upon the
Northern democrat*, and that they will
have to make other alliances. It is conceded by
lemocrata in Kentucky, auch aa J. Stoddard Johnson,
at the Kentucky ytomam; JohnKadman, Judge Alvln
Durall, Judge William Lindsey, Henry Watteraon,
Robert Wooley, Judge W. B. Kiucalde and General
John B. Honaton, that Tilden cannot carrr New
i'ork; that Thurman la filed alray; that Bayard Uvea
In too small a State; that Hanoook cannot carry his
awn State and that the democracy of the 8outh have
to look elsewhere for a candidate that will protect
their interests and at the same time give peace and
good government to their section. And as marvellousas it will appear, they aro and a majority of the
lemocratio party of Kentucky to-day are In tavor of
nominating General Grant.

QAANT AMD HAMPTON.
The recent utterances of General Grant at Chicago

to the correspondent of the Cuurxer-Jnurnal has
given an impetus to this feeling among the democ:acythat is surprising. It la contemplated that
irhen General Grant visits the city of Louisville on
ihe 10th of December to have concentrated there the
repreeensative men of the Southern States, and to
lake some definite action looking to his nomination
ly the South. You can hear it whispered around In
Lmocratlc circles.Grant for President and Wade
Hampton tor Vice President. This is almost the .

iniversal sentiment of tbo rank and file of the dem-
>cratic party in Kentucky.a State that generally
fives lrom thirty to forty thousand democratio ma- !
ority. i

"OH TO TBI WHITE HOUSE I" (Yon can-hear democrats say with pride that Orant t
a showing as much generalship in his march across ,he Continent as he showed when he marched "on a
o Richmond." tfe believes in the force of nnm- -j
>ers. He is silently carrying each State as he moves aorward on his march to the WhlU House. He .

teeps his flanks well protected and leaves no ene- .

nies in the rear. He will capture Blaine. Sherman cmd Conkling in detail, and the democracy of the jlouth are fully aware that no power on earth i

isn arrest his progress or turn his course .

rom his effective polut, the White House, and they .
ire preparing to fall into line aud assist him in his jnarch. The Southern democrats know that they .

lave nothing to lose, but everything to gain; and
hey hope by this movement to oouciliate General '

Irant aud thereby defeat their inveterate enemies. I
llaine, Thurman and Conkling. "

This is no idle faney, buta deep laid scheme, and one
hat is meeting with more success than the originatorsat first imagined. c

jenebal gbant and the sooth.
[From the Mobile (Ala.) Register.dem.] C

Among the absurdities of politics is the idea that {;
here is a disposition among Southern democrats to p

ocept General Grant as a Presidential candidate. h
lis would be accepted only in a certain state of *

ffalrs. If the North is determined to take away the T
iberties of the Southern States and destroy their a

quality in the Union, these States will protect {,'
hemaelvos by thrusting the poison down the throats ri

f their persecutors. If the South is to be ruled by "

be bayonet we will see to It that all the country is t
uled by the bayonet. If the Southern States are
nee more to be converted into provinces, we will .ndeavor to extend imperial government over all j,he Slates alike. If by quarrels among North- *
rn democrats and by the crusade of Northern II
rpublicans we ate to lose the liberties of *'
itate, we will not hesitate to do all in our power to Jireserve the liberties of the individual by renderiug t)
k uu i«riiHci un.wn«iui uio |i»rij id power io op- ill
>reea ua. * * * Not a Southern State will rota tl
or (Irani. He la the representative of unbridled °i
nd Insolent centralised power. The babble of the
bw rattle-bralncd foaetla who are now assuring the
riends of Grant that he la looked upon with lavor
t the South, doea not represent the sentiment of a
orporal'e guard of Southern white voters. Indeed, JJbe Southern whites would prefer tho nomination of J*(rant because it would call out a united black volo }'« hla behalf, and thus keep the while vote united "

gr the democratic ticket.

PHAUAOH AND M08ES.
[From the Philadelphia Enqulror.rep.] yi

It la not easy aa yet to determine whether or not b<
Here la any real significance In what la called the w
onthern (Irant "boom," but It baa not thua far ex. bi
tbited very alarming proportions. The moat t*
otlceable thing about It la that, Intangible aa It ap- ['ears to be, it has effected a moat marked cooling off N
f the Northern stalwarts' boom. The gentlemen b
ho were crying out ao vigorously and streu- ^onaly for Grant "aa a strong man," with T
atrong iron heel for Southern use, are oml- d<oualy silent at this time, aa If General Grant were wot precisely the man they supposed him to be. aiart of this Is undoubtedly owlug to hla Chicago tepeoch. In which, with great emphasis, ho ci
prorated both soctlonalism and partiaaulsm.ho stalwarts may rightly reason that if General

irant is going to bo noil her a anctionallst nor a parisanhe ran be of no use to them, or that If tho
outli IInds In him a man after Its own heart he ranotbe tho men thoy thought him to Im>. Mr. Alex- j,,nder Stephens declares that there I* nothing whatrerIn tho Southern boom for the General and that
10 South does not want him. lint other Southern tl
olltleiana, as likely as Mr. Stepliena to represent j,onthern sentiment, declare that tho only way of the

It. t....».l A , 11.., I . i..«. I. I. 1'

aptlng <tenoral (Irant aa their Moaea. It la rather in
pmarkable to hint both I'haraoli and Moaea in thn hi
ame man. but that la what the ltre-eater« and atal- a«
rarta acein to find In Orant. Judging from the ei- el
rrienre of othera from the beginning of the world ri
he ehanroa are mceedlngly great that ona aectlon or fa
ha other will, ir they accept the Oaneral In hia dual w
baractar of daatroyar and aarar, coma to grief. il

II ECUADOR mi.
[nquiry Into the Assassination of i

Presidential Candidate.

HIE PRESIDENT IMPLICATED

\ Government Confidential Agent Charged
with the Murder.

The situation in Ecuador is exciting, and an 1»
enae feeling has grown ont of recent development!
n connection with the assassination of Dr. Vicente
>ledrablta. Evidence ia accumulating that the murlerwas instigated from official sources and the
ecret kept by government employee who were sent
o make a pretence of investigating it. In Septem>er,1878, Dr. Piedrahita, who was the moet popnlai
Ad wealthiest citisen of the Ecuadorian Republic*
ras struck by a bullet from an unknown rifle and
ell dead at his own doorway. The crime was com11Itted in broad daylight, as the Doctor had returned
rom Guayaquil to his farm, which is a large
state on the Daule River, not far from
he city. The murdered man had held many high
positions at home and abroad, and would, in the
ivent of the revolution which was then threatened,
tave probably succeeded to the Presidency, although
ic had not instigated the uprising. The crime
rested such universal indignation that the govern*
uent took the matter in hand and sent Colonel Man
el Castro, one of its trusted men, to make a special
nvestigation. The affair, however, seemed involved
n inextricable mystery, and although numbers of
lersons were arrested on suspicion and subjected to
edious and vexatious examinations, not sufficient
vidence was found against any of them, and om
,fter another they were discharged.

NEW LIGHT COMBS. *

Now evidence has been brought out which puts
he affair in a very different light. The charge is
ipenly made, and substantiated by sworn testimony
hat the murder was committed by Colonel Castro,
vho was afterward sent to Investigate It. This charge
tas been made and tho evidenoe substantiating ithas
>een printed in a Guayaquil paper. It is charged
ilso, though direct evidence has not yet been pr»
luced, that the murder was instigated by General
i'ientemille, the President of the Republic. The
motive alleged is the popular prejudice agalnat
iTieutemille, the growing euthusiasm over Piedrahita,and the impression prevailing with the governmentthat in the event of a popular uprising the first
named would be deposed and the latter elevated in
bis place. The evidence so far as it now appears
under oath ia as follows. Other evidence is promisedand tho developments of any hour may be all
important to the administration and to the Republic:.

A LKTTEB TO CASTBO.
In La Nation of October 15 appears a short S|t

tide addressed to Colonel Castro, in which the latter
is asked certain pressing questions. The author
puts his interrogations to "the celebrated and also
notorious Colonel Manuel Caatro, to whose low condition1 hope never to fall." The writer goes on to
say:."It is true that Colonel Manuel Castro recolred, as he informed me, from the Treasury Departmenta certain considerable sum of money, accompaniedby orders from the government to persecuteand arrest a certain Manuel Cabrera, whom the
(intAwiAiin ft/\lAitel Pesten heunHed mm the seoaeeln as#

Dr. Vicente Piedrahita. Under the cover of prosecutingcriminals be every day denounced to mo as
aaaaaaina and their accomplice! men who were, ia
accordance with bin demands, incarcerated end oonsignedto the care of tbe court. These oommiaaiona
may possibly have been executed by the celebrated
Colonel with some of the money iurnlshed him by
the department.
"Colonel Manuel Castro, as the only course open

to you is to stir up a noise, I leave to you the oolumnsof the entire press, in which you may any
whatever pleases you; but when the time for legal
proof comes we shall see. Calumny and perversion
of facts are to prevail over publlo opinion and a
jury! Happily, Knrique Avellan and the renowned
Colonel Manuel Castro are well known by the peo&leof the whole country. Pray tell me. Colonel
[anuel Castro, do you recall the assassination of

tVutonio guars* which took plaoe in the province of
Manabi? And do you remomber that the assassin
was accused before the jury by Dr. Vicente Piedrahita?Do you not thluk from such an occurrence
ihere may have originated a profound rancor, lead*
ng to infamous vengeance?
"Tell me also, Colonel Manuel Castro, do yon

remember who was the person who called on
>r. Castellanos, a lawyer, and threatened his life
>ecause he had defended something ? Do yon
emember. my renowned Colonel Castro, thai
t iortnight after tbe murder of Dr. Piedrahlta
rou came into my room with strained tea*
,ures and said with a tremulous voice that yon
sere afraid these rascals might accuse yon of com*
illcity in the murder and that you wished to leave
he country and that you said many other things to
rhich in due course we shall cornel Tell me also. If
he lunatios should, as you say, go to the asylum,
ihouid not the murderers, liars aud other criminals
to to the scaffold or to the penitentiary to pay the
ienaltiee of their crimes? By way of proof thai
he present crime may not go unpunished, I
hall attempt to show its history. Without descend*
ng to insult or calumny or using languags
infamiliar to gentlemen, i shall attempt, so fat
m possible, to produce proofs of the actual facta,
rou have declared in Daule that on the day of thf
asaasination you wore ill in Ptilal (calling as witicseeaMessrs. Aranjos), and now ask tor declare*
ions and certificates of that fact from the merchants
if that town. That is no way to vindicate yourself,
tecollect that Colonel Manuel Castro, during the
ast of Auguat, went on board thAteamer Milanre,
in board of which was the respected family of Man*
tel Nobos, with Heftor Plasas Igleaias, Sefior Ramon
S. Benites, and. 1 think. hefior Knrique Amador.
'"With this. Colonel Castro, allow me personally
3 mko leave 01 you lor ice present. i,ne proora or
our crime will follow. I leave you to write what
-on will to the preaa; my time la too valuable to
raate in any attempt to anawer foolleh mlaateteneuta."
The letter la alined "Enrique Avellan, Guayaquil,

letober 18, 1879.
lkttbbfl put 1* Aa moor.

Dtvu, August 31,1870.Ao» iKsit* Vkra;.
Obar 8ib.Will you pleeee to Inform ma whether, whenColonel Manual Castro Invited rou to aecomnany him In
arrylng out a certain plot in which you rofusod to aaetet
Im. and alio refused to lend hire your rifle, he told yen
oaltlvely that he deelrod your assistance and your weapon
or the purpoee ot murdering Dr. Vicente Pledrahltaf I
ope you will make your reply clear and full. I am your*,
ery truly. ENRIQUE AVELLAN.
<> Keflor Don Enntqcn Avrllax
Dtcan 8tu.In reply to yonr kind letter of the Slat I will
ay that itc content! are true In every reepect. lie came le
ivltemeto accompany him and to murder Dr. PledraIta.I refueed. upon which he aaked me to lend him my
ifle. Upon thla I replied. "You can have neither me aer
y rlfln," with which he took hi* leave.
Acocsr 38. 1870. JESUS VERA.
0 thk Ptnar Alcado or tub Citt.Pbou Savanna
CtTUBHf
Enrique Avellan, living In the city and a cltlaen In full
tanning. appear* before you and respectfully demand*
tatlee. Exact an oath from KeAorJesne Vera that he fully
dinlta the truth of the enclosed letter In all It* detail*,
le extilain* fully that one Colonel Manuel Castro proposed
< him to co with him and to murder Dr.Vicente Pledrahlta.
hi* wa* early In the month of September. 1878. We aak
lao that he acknowledge the signature which appear* at
te bottom of the lotter and testify to the various nubile
ad private acts done In that connection. I wish alae
i*t the original documents shall lie returned to me, lu
rder that I may nse them to the best advantage and la W
alf of the Justice which 1 Implore,

E. AVELLAN AND OTHERS.
UOAVAqOtL, Oct. 14, 1870.
At Guayaquil, on Ootobor It. the prwrtdlnR* Judge
>oa the oatli of Jeana Vera. He add* that Coloaal
aatro went to hlin to arrange matter* and to aaka
le murderous offer.which he did not accept.early
1 September of laat year.

DEATH FBOM VIOLENCE.

Deputy coroner itoiuecnraiai maae an intopay
"aterday at tha Chembera Street HoaplUl on tba
»dy of Mra. Mary Forae, of No. ISO Charry atreet,
ho, it ia aliened, waa brutally aaaanlted by a num.
or of boya on Wedneaday night. It waa aald that
ia boya atoned her and in other rnapneta tmatad
sr ahamefully. Her lnjurlca, it ia claimed, ranaad
Br to be prematurely delivered of a dead ehttd.
0 mirka of violence warn found on the body. Tha
uabatid of dereaaed atated to Deputy Coroner
oldachmldt that the atone throwing did not eanaa
10 inluriea which reaulted in the woman'a death,
he buy*, ho aald, had "butted" her and thrown her
awn. Violence of thia nature, tha Doctor aald,onld produce fatal reaulta in a woman In her phycalcondition without, howerer, tearing any exrnalmarka or diacoloration. The Immediate
ittao of death waa perltonttia.

THE CANNON HTltEET FIRE.
The Fire Marahal haa concluded all tha teatlmnny
1 In ten ile to tako in reference to the Cannon atroct
re that occurred on tho morning ot the 14th, with
10 exception of that of Mra. Hurbiacher, who
imped from ono of the windowa and in now In
oapltel for treetmaut. Mr. Hhehlon «oya that while
lanjr of the oircumatancea connected with the
reaklng out of the fire are auapicioiia he la not
dialled that It waa of Incendiary origin. He Intneato the belief that the lamp In Mra. Cohon'a
>oma accidentally exploded, and the burning oil,dllng upon the floor, atartod the Are. The Coroner
111 not begin an Inqneet until after the WIre Hartalhag aloaad hla Investigation.


