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“NEW TORE, TURSDAY, DHCRNBER 10, 1970,
“The probabities are hat the weather in New
York and its vicinity loday will be colder and
Jatr. To-morrow it will be clear, with a stight in-
creuse in lemperafure.

Wann  Srreer  YEsTERDAY.—Stocks were
duller and prices suffered a further decline.
Monecy was ensy on cnll at 5 to 7 per cent.
Government and Stpte securities were quict and
Bteady, while railway bonds were less active and
more irregular. Foreign exchange was weak
wud =tes for sterling were lowered twice.

Tag Dary Famr is a great sucoess.

Somu oF THE ARGUMENTS in fwver of taxing
ehnrches, eolleges and bunks are given under
“Taxption in Jersey."

Tue Provosrp IsTumus CANAL is to be fought
by a new railroad across the narrow neck be-
tween veean and ocean.

at present. They are getting ready for o talk
over the Kellogg-Spotford aifair.

To Tue May orn Wosmax who went out of

doors on SBunday the statement that the rainfall

; did not amount to one and a quarter inches
must seam s intentional insalt.

Tue Soxs or NEw ENGLAXD arc over twelve
hundred strong, with a prosperous tressury,
showing the old time thrift of our New Eng-
land bretheen is still a marked trait in their
clhinraeter,

" Tur Excrasn appear to huve plenty of troubles

yot betore thew in Afghanistan.  Ayoub Khan
is advancing from Herat toward Cabul, and the
English forecs wre being concentrated around
thut city.

Tins Season’s Conx Cnor is now reported to
be the lar . grown in this country, and
it phould e momembered that corn brings
[irmers severnt times us wuch mouey us it did
& lew yonrs ago.

Tue Vorxueus go to prison for twelve years
for attempting 1o poison Bluir, while their in-
twoded viethm probably goes home with o new
scuse of the advisabilicy of having sequaintance

o preceded by proper introduetion.

Ayormner Proreriee bos been dropped from
8 stener,  Fortunately the disabled vessel was
not compelled to trust 1o her suils, for the
experience of the Circassia several weeks ago
shows Low insutficicny the sailing rig of stenm-
ers is,

VEra Sassvriren has published a letter ad-
mitting that ber attempt to kill General Trepofl
wis wude at the instigation ol the Russian
Revolationary Cowmittee.  She and one of ber
frivnds bud to draw lots and fate ppt the deed
on Ler,

“OUTDA" says the Itnlinns have lost all appre-
ciation of art, und that Guribaldi should bave
dieal after Mentana, Fanfulla says, in retalins-
tion, that the Euglish tourists in Ituly who rave
about art are mostly Cockneys and snobs, The
diseussivn s getting lively,

Youxe MacEvoy, who had his brain severed
by a circular saw in Paterson a fow days ago,
is dewd. The case naturally attracted wide at-
tention smong the wedical profession, for the
tenacity of life displayed by the patient wos
suowalous in the Listory of surgery,

Tur Canxox Steeer louse which borned
with such sl results w month ago is reported to
bave been without u scuttle to the roof. How
many more residences are in the ssme condi-
tion, und in those that have senttles how wany
peaple are there who know wlere thoy are and
what to do when they cwerge from them 1

Tug Wearnen,.—The disturbance that oafe
fected the Atluntic const distriets on Sunday
passed rapidly novtheastward yesterday morne
ing, nttendeml by copious precipitation and brisk
winds., [t was followed later in the doy by the
depression that moved over the lake and cen-
tral valley districts, and that is now passing
into the ocean off the Nova SBeotia const. The

barometer rose rapidly thronghout the western,
sonthwestern and centenl sections of the coun-
trv,  1n the Northwest the prossure bas again |

commeneed to decrense, and it is probable that

o depression  will maeke s appearance
in that region this evening. Rain fell in
il the Atlantie eowst districts from Florkda
o Nove Scotin, snd  snow s reported
in the Jlake regions. The weather In
the West sl Southwest wns fuir., The
temperntore fell in all the distriets exeept in
the northern portion of the New Eogland
States and i the extreme Northwest, The

wiwls bave been brisk i the lake regions, brisk
to frenh along the Atlantie const amd renvrally
light visewbore. The wasther in New York anil
fta vieinity to-day will be colder and fadr.

morrow it will be e erense

Pollties in Franece.

In November lust the President of the
Freneh Republic assured a Hemarp cor-
respondent that it was a mistake to sup-
pose that the French Ministry as then con-
stituted was not of one opinion on nll
points of publie policy at that moment on

| the carpet, and was not in full barmony
| with the Executive, *‘For reports to the
| contrary,” he said as to the first point,
“there is no foundation.” Upon thesecond
point he explicitly declared ‘‘the President
of the Republic and his Ministers are per-
feotly agreed asto theirpolicy.” He furtber
believed that the Ministry could command
a majority on the oply measures on whichit
was in opposition to energetic elementsin the
Loegislature. As a Ministry can only go tu
pieces through internal differences or the
opposition of a majority to the poliey upon
whieh it is agreed, it followed from this
that the position of the administration in
France was impregnable or that President
Grévy wis not well informed as to the rela-
tions of his Cabinet to public opinion. It
was an almost inevitable conelusion, there-
fore, that the Cabinet was safe, and this fact
was demonstrated by the vote of *‘unqual-
ified confidence” given Devember 4 by 243
aguinst 147.

And yet the telegrams from France which
touch upon politios constantly deal with
the subject of an impending dissolution of
the Cabinet. From all the ordinary chan-
nels of public opinion may be gathered a
general conviction that would only be
justified in the view of practical politics
if the vote above stated had been given to
the exsctly contrary effect—a conviction
that the Ministry is not a vital organ of the
popular will, and stands nt the edge of sn
abyss into which it may be plunged
by any trivial parliamentary accident.
Here is what seems to us an unususl, if not
altogether novel, cirenmstunce in the tac-
tics and moralities of representative gov-
ernment—the existence of some other stand-
ard of yalidity than the support of a ma-
jority on issues actually made and brought
to a vote; the supremacy of an opinion
that is the issue of intrigue in the face of a
contrary decluration from the legitimate
organs of the popular will. This is as
if upon a point of legislation in our own
Congress the voice of the lobby should
be nccepted as suthoritative on' a point
which Congress bhad by vote previously,
determined in the other way. M Wad-
dington soarcely went too far when he said
that the attitude of those who hold that
“the government is at sen” rests upon a
total misconception of parlinmentary gov-
ernment, :

But it ratherappears to us that the partics
in the French Assembly are somewhat con-
fused in their political reckoning through
confounding two different methods in free
government-—that by party lines as it exists
in this country and that by ministerial re-
spongibility as it exists in England. In this
country parties lay down their presumed
principles by platform. The platform is
thestatement of theirereed, Its paragraphs
are the several articles of a politieal faith,
more or less ingenuously set forth., Asa
party is presumably an aggregation of the
men of the country who take one side or
the other on points of publio policy the
platform is a summary statement of what
these points are and what side is taken.
Upon this “platform," therefore, the party
stands, and in so far as the party is logical
and honest it is inseparable from its decla-
ration of principles. It comes into power
on these issues and is responsible to the
dountry for its condnet with regard to them.
The Cabinet is chosen from regard to the
known relation of public men to these
isanes, In short, a whole campaign and the
whole wactivity of an administration are
framed on a programme thus set forth.
But the method by Ministerial responsibil-
ity. in which the possession of amajority
for any project presented is the condition
of administrative permanency, is totelly dif-
ferent—so different that o fair comparison
of the two is barely possible, !

Now the method which prevails in France,
and which is assured by the constitution,
is that of Ministerial responsibility io the
vote of a majority on a defined issue, or
more generally on a declaration of confi-
dence or the want of confidence; but the
republicans are endeavoring to subject the
government to the will of their party as
declared by programme or platform—this
platform being a declaration of the prin-
ciples npon which several factionsof repub-
licans are able to agree. And it is becanse
the government declinea torecognize the va-
lidity of this proceeding that the republican
factions fill the air with vaticinations of its
doomw. It is held by the press and the pub-
lic that the government which the republi-
crns are agninst must fall, and, further, that
the republieans must be furiously against
this government because of the want of
harmony on this point; but the truth is
that while the republicans denounce the
government for its rofusal to accept re-
sponsibility to a cancus or to any other
fact than a vote of the Chamber on a well
defined point, they cannot force to a legit-
imate issue the hostility they pretend, for
if their very programme could, as a whole,
be brought to a vote it would be beaten.
They want, therefore, to force upon the
government by irregnlar methods points of
policy that they cannot force by vote in the
Chamber,

Botween the govprnment and the repub-
licans there is therefore involved a point of
dignity and a more substantial point of
constitutional right. President Grévy and
his ndvisers hold office without subjection
to party dietation. They are republicans,
but they administer the governmeont in the
general spirit of republican theories, and

| rightly hold that they themselves are the
| judgen of how or when or in what eircum-
stances any given republican theory shall
be applied to the facts. The republicans
suy, “Remove the reactionary judges and

To- L

appoint in their pluces men who believe
in the Republie;” and the government

answers, “We are the Exeoutive; we
'remove and appoint, and we are
| respousible for the proper discharge

' of our duties on that score, not to a
. cancus of four sbades of republicans, but
tot ~Weo shall remove officera
L'«rlmm wo deem unfit, and replsce them as

in our judgment is becoming. We were

appointed for that, and must be trusted in
the disoharge of our own duties. On any
other ground we will not hold office. If
you do not like our way move a vote of
confidence, and if we are beaten on that we
shall be happy to give way to men who will
satisfy you more complotely."

Tried by that test the government has
already come out victorious on one vote.
Nearly all the points of the republican
programme which it is sought to foist upon
the Ministry are properly sdministrative
measures—measures that could be practi-
cally enforeed by the government without
new legislation, and several of them would
doubtless not command a majority vote if
presented as measures of legislation, The
government, therefore, resists intelligently
this step toward the application in France
of bull-dozing processes.

L]
The Presidontial Electors of New York,

We publish interviews with New York
members of Congress, in which they express
their opinions of the project for dividing
the State into districts for the ohoice of
Presidential electors, It will be seen that
many of the republican members, as well

as all the democratic members, look
upon the scheme with disfavor. We
are confident . that mnothing of the
kind - will be seriously attempted by

the Legislature. In the first place, the
chances of the republican party for carry-
ing the State are not so desperate as to im-
pel it to such a during experiment. In the
next place, the republican members of the
Legislatore would be as much divided on
the question as the republicun members of
Congress; and to make the attempt and fail
would put a potent electioneering weapon
into the hands of the demoerats which
would enable them t{o ecarry the
State. In the third place, a change
of that magnitude sbould not be madewith=
out the sanotion of the people, expressed
through an election, and the people have
had no opportunity to pass upon it. In
the fourth pluce, such a change would be
inexpedient unless simultaneously adopted
by the other States, If the demoorats of
New York are to be weakened in the Elec-
toral College by the district system, the
republicans of Ohio, Illincis and all the
Btates should bave their strength cut down
by the same -rule. What is saunce for the
democrats should be sauce for~the repub-
licans. Without this equity it would be an
infamous political trick. The district sys-
tem might be better if universally adopted.
But the people of no Btate will sanction it
for their own State alone, leaving the other
States to count all their Congressional dis-
triets as belonging to one party. Virginia
first set the example of a collective vote,,
and the other Btates were compelled to fol-
low in self-protection. If there is to bea
return to the ‘district system it should be
done through a constitutional amendment
making ‘the rule uniform throughout the
United States.

The Williams Experimept.

Nobody can prudently prediot the conse-
quences of the transfér of Captain Williams
trom the Twenty-ninth police precinet to
the Btreet Cleaniog Burean. Mr. Ralph
Waldo Emerson once misplaced a sheet of
his manusoript while he was lecturing. A
whist player in the andience, observing his
way of bandling the remainder of the
sheets in a struggle to find It, remarked
that he was resorting to the desperate ex-
periment of shufling. The rather compli-
oated transfer of police captains which has
been ordered for the purpose of substi-
tuting a broom for a olab at Captain
Williams' waistband looks like a desperate
shuffle to find the right man for a very diffi-
cult place. If Captain Williams only will
swing the broom with the same freedom he
has swung a club the man is found. But
will he? Perhaps that depends on whether
He can extract a fierce pleasure from bruis-
ing ash cans and smashing garbage bar-
rels equal to what he used to derive from
punching the ribs and oracking the skulls
of his fellow citizens. But the experience
of pugiliste is pretty uniform that there is
much less satisiaction in batteringa dummy
than there is in a veal fist fight., Therefore
we do not put absclute confidence in Cap-
tain Williams' contentment with his new
duties., Stlll it is en experiment worth
trying, nnd we have what the camp meet-
ing revivalists call a *‘trembling hope" that
it will give us cleaner streeta, It it does
wo will cheerfully give Captain Williams
the credit. At the worstit cannot make
the streets dirtier, That is impossible,

Dend Letters.

The unique eatalogue of the auction sea-
son is, beyond doubt, that whioh the Post-
master General has just issued of articles
sccumulated at the Dead Letter Office.
From this it appears that about twelve
thousand cases of hope deferred have been
occasioned by incorreet addresses, this
number not including those caused by non-
receipt of money letters. The catalogue
also shows what a general carrier the gov-
ernment has come to be, for the articles
specified are, ns & rule, of the clnss which
is supposed to be intrusted only to ex-
press companies. True, thereare no trunks
or packing cuses on the list, but when one
reads of steam engines and iron castings
being found among mail matter it does not
seem impossible that the postal service
may yet be expeoted to bring the Western
wheat crop to the seaboard and transport
conl to tidewator in such a way that the publio
may learn what the actual cost of moving
these produots is, One pecaliarity about
the catalogue is the number of entries that
niny be classed among artioles of porsonal
adornment. Iings, pios, scerfs, handker-
chiefs, gloves, lace and ribbons, are nu-
merous enough to stock a notion store,
while nmbrellas, shawls and whole suits of
clothes are not lacking. The prepon-
derance of such material inevitably sug-
gests & suspicion that the addresses in
most cases were not written by maseuline
hands, snd that tens of thousands of post
office employés have been unjustly berated
for the sins of beings more admirable but
less methodical than themselves, Who-
ever has blundered, the fact remuins that
the list presents about twelve thousand
warnings against coreless addresses, in-
secure wrappings and underpaid postage.

Grant Sentiment im the South.

The lotter which we print to-dasy from
our correspondent who is making » tour of
observation through the Southern States
hoonfirms the impression made by his pre-
vious inquiries, As heo penetrates further
into the South be finds the democratic senti-
ment toward General Grant not materially
different from what it is in the border
Btates. Writing from Charleston he reports
conversations with prominent citizens of
South Carolina, and they all bear in one
direction—namely, the absence of auy
marked interest in General Grunt on the
part of the Southern democrats and a pre-
vailing indifference to federal politics ns
ocompared with Jocal questions.

There is indeed evidence emough that
the Southern demoorats would more eusily
reconcile themselyes to General Grant than
to sny other republican Preasident, but they
will support the democratic ticket unless
the candidates should be offensive to their
section. Nothing seems more certain than
that the Presidential battle is to be fought
on the old party lines in the South as well
a8 in the North. But If General Grant,
running os the regular republican ean-

didate—as he will if @ candidate
at all—should be elected, the Bouth
will accept the situation and hope

for the best. There is un impression that
-his extensive tours in foreign lands have
strengthened his ineclination to chérish his

irom him n broad and patriotic administra-
tion, moderate in its partisanship so tarasit
would be partisan, and treating all scotions
with impartial justice. If this expectation
should not be disiuppointed there will arise
o consérvative Grant party in the SBouth
after the election which will grow in
strength with the growing prosperity and
trunguillity of that seection, But they
nevertheless desire the eleotion of a demo-
cratic Pregident.

Previous informatidn is also confirmed
as to the almost universal preference of the
Southern republicans for General Gzant.
Among the negroes the Grant sentiment is
unanimous and enthusiastie. The white
republicans of the Sonth, who are but a
small minority of the party, share this
decided preterence, with the exception
of the federal office-hulders, who are for
Bherman. This is natural enough, as the
office-holders know on whidh side their
bread is buttered and were expected to
act after their kind, The attachment
of the small ‘office-holding brigade
gives Mr. Bhermsn a seeming ad-
vantage in the election of delegates
to the National Convention, if activity and
intrigue ore to control the choice. But
Gegeral Grant's journey in the Bouth may
upset all plans for packing the delegations
by official influepce. The colored popula-
tion, who regard General Grant with a
feeling little short of adoration, will flock
in multitudes to every city and town which
gives him a reception and to every railway
station where the train stops in which he
makes his journey. After the plensure of
sotting their eyes on the man whom they
regurd as the greatest hero that ever

lived, and as their own deliverer,
they will talk of little else for
months, and in the midst of this

ferment the BSouthern delegates will be
chosen to the Republican National Conven-
tion, The attempt of the Philistines to
bind Bamson with green withes was not
more vain than will be the attempts of a
few Bouthern office-holders to restrain the
preference of colored voters for the man
to whom they believe they owe their free-
dom. The Sherman men are not numerous
enough to circumvent and bull-doze the
negroes like their demoocratic neighbors,
nor can they quielly steal a mareh on
them by packing secret caucuses after the
lively awakening which will attend General
Grant's Bouthern tour. But if the South-
ern republicans send aelegates who really
represent their wishes it is as certain that
Grant will have the whole 138 Bouthern
votes as it is that a Republican National
Convention will be held. With a general
belief that Northern delegates enough will
be ndded to make these a majority the
friends of the other candidates will feel
that, resistance is hopeless, and the other
Siates will vie with one another in falling
into line for the inovitable nominee.

Things will take this turn unless some
plan ecan be devised for getting up sham
delegations from the South who will mis.
represent the overwhelming, the unani-
mous preference of the colored population.
It the Republican National Committee,
which meets to-morrow in Washington, has
caught the Grant fever and makes choice of
Don Cameron for ite chairman, it is safe to
predict that there will be no lack of ability
or nibney for so organizing the Southern
republicans that their delegates to the
National Convention will express their real
preference.

What Is Operatic “Indisposition’?

When Mr. Mapleson's season first opened
this winter there waa much uancompliment-
ary comment wade upon some of the ma.
terial composing his Italian opera troupe,
and the public dissatisfuction was =0
marked and the attendance at the Academy
so materiully declined that radical changes
were necessitated in the company, and,
according to the manager's stalement, a
largé sum of money was expended in
securing » prima donna to strengthen the
troupe in its weakest point. The publie,
espocially that portion of it that had,
os it were, paid in advance for goods it has
not received, were in no frame of mind to
be further trifled with, and expeoted
that such amends as could be made for the
disappointments of the earlier opera nights
would, be offercd during the remainder of
the sepson in the prompt and perfect ren-
dering of every promised opera. But the
past fortnight has witnessed a series of
failures in keeping good faith with the
publie—it seems necessary to put it in this
way—that reflects, serionsly, not alone on
the managemeont but on the artists them-
solves. ‘I'rne, the announncement is re«
pentedly made that Mlle. Marimon or Mlle.
Valleria or Miss Cary or Signor Oampa-
nifi—in fact, the list would include almost
the whole ecompany~is “indisposed,”
whatever that indefinite termn may mean,
but, with few exzcoptions, there has

[in bonor and in honesty.

country as a whole, and they would expect |

‘and that the artists avoid draughts. If it is

b dred and twenty-one thousand residents of

been' no relurn made to the publie
of the money whivh had been paid
for that which wns promised but was
not given. Were the merchant or banker
toadvertise certain goods, accept full pay-
ment and furnish the gonfiling purchaser
with any other artiele, Le would be held in
comumercial and legal eircles to be lacking
Why should
the.mansger or artist he exempt from this
raling? 1t is urged in these cases that an
artist who is “imil:po-nd“ is by that fact
relieved of his or her obligation, although
it seems that the rule does mot work
both ways and release the public money
in the box office as well, ‘‘Indisposi-
tion," when genuine illucss of positive
voeal incapacity is the basis of the
announcement, will be accepted by the
public, but sucl wholesale *“indisposition”
s has of late broken out in Mr. Mapleson's
tronpe—as the measles might ran through
a nursery—is truly alarming. Mr. Maple-
son's gréenroom is no nursery, Lis artists
ure not children—neither are his patrons—
and it is us unlikely that the artists have all
enught this operatio measles us it is unlikely
that the publie will believe it.
“Indisposition” has a treble meaning ao-
cording to Webster:—(1) **A slight dis-
order of the healthy funetions of the
bod;;" (2) “The condition of wanting
affinity, as the indisposition of two
bodies to combine;" (3) “Disinalina.
tion.” Which definition is correci? If
it is the #rst, the public will grant
ita indulgence readily, with the suggestion
that its money be returned in such cases,

the second, suggesting that some personal
disagreement is at the bottom of it, the
Herarp would advise the settlement of pri-
vate disagreements outside the opers house
pnd after the performance of public duties,
Is it the third? We are very much afraid
that it is the third, and we would simply
say Lo Miss Cary, Mlle, Muorimon, Mlle
Valleria, Siganor Campanini, Bignor Galassi
(we plaoce the names in about the order of
their proportion of failures to keep their
engagements), that they are not alone
loosening the ties binding them fo their
American public by these frequent disap-
pointments, but that such iaocts are cure-
fully regarded in operatic markets abroad
and lessen the finaneial value of their ser-
vices elsewhere than here,

To the Brevet Brigadier General of Her
Majesty's opera troupe we would eay, that
the commander is always responkible for
the failure of his forces, and we suggest
that the Quartermuaster, Paymaster and
officers generally of his ecommand so con-
duct themselves and their departments that
good feeling and good discipline may be
observed atall times in the camp snd the
full effsctiveness of the foroe be thus mada
available in every campaign.

The Duke of Argyll’s Ameriean Sketohes,

When the next Yankee plans to print im-
pressions of Europe derived from a scjourn
of six weeks the sketohes of America which
the Duke of Argyll bas begun to furnish to
the press after no longer & wimt to this
country last summer may serve him for a
tasteful model. We print an abstract of
the first of them, relating to the novel
aspect of American woodlands to anm eye
used to the careful plantations of the British
Islands, with some episodes touching the
Indians and Niagara Falls and Canadian
salmon fishing. These are comparatively
safe topios for & stranger of good
general information to handle after
brief acquaintance, but even in respect to
some of them the Duke falls into occasional
errors of faot and advances inapt compari-
sons. For example of an error of tact, in
lamenting the disfigurement of the banks
of the Hudson River by the paint pot and
recommending its prohibition he is una-
ware that there is a stringent siatate of this
State against trespasses to deface natural
scenery with advertisements, and that
wherever they are virible it is by eonsent
of the land owners, which we fancy that he
would find difficulty in restraining. So
that law has done almost all it can in this
direction. Again, in respect to his theory
that the decay of the red race is not due to
contact and collision with the civili-
zation of white men, but is sclely the
consummation of & process that began lopg
before the white settlements, he is as plainly
unaware that the number of Indinns on the
continent is a8 large now as it over was. If
it has not inereased it also has not dimin-
ished. His argument in this connsotion
from the slight impression Earopeaa con-
tact has made upon the survival of the
pative races of Hindostan will not stand a
very simple test of figures. Hindostan has,
by the most recent statistics, only a hun.

non-Asiatio origin (and sixty-three thou-
sand of these are British soldiers, not
voluntary settlers), ogainst two hun-
dred and thirly-eight millfons of the
native rances; while in the United States
the proportion of white and black to red
men is about fifty millions to less than four
hundred thousand. ‘The relative capacity
of a higher civilization to extinguish an in-
ferior race by contact is thereforo vastly
'anequal in the two countries, snd must
opernte much more powerfully here than
there. But aside from these slight errors
and debatable assertions the Duake's
sketches are as thoroughly pleusing as it is
natural to expect from a trained observer
and excellent scholar, A

Revenue Troubles In Goorgla.

At last the revenue officers are said to
be intending s determined raid into the
“moonshine” distillery distriot of Georgin
Resistance is ol course expeoted, for the
illieit distillers have already driven the
offficers out of thelr country at least
once, and know that they will
get  liktle meroy. from the ocourts
if ennght, It must also be ndmitted that &
more unpleasant variety of duty never
afflicted revenue officers, for the trans-
gressors ate about as hardy, alert
aud vindietivd as an equal number
of Indians; they are, as a rule, ignor-
ant enough to regard enfogoement of
the law as persecution, and will there
fore be animated by n sentiment somewhat
resembling patriotism., As they are per-

fectly at home in a country of which

the officinls know very littla the
“moonshiners” seem to have the oddsin
their favor, yet there can be little
doubt that the governmens will finally
succead in breaking up the business
if raiding becomes a general instead of »
fittul practice, for informers can get more
money from the government than from dis=
tillers, and the latter are doomed to be
betrayed. By our letter from Gainese
ville it appears that Governor Colquit,
of Georgia, bas hopes of some better
method being devised for stopping the vio-
Iations of law voncerning distilling; but
for the revenue officials to defer their mani-
feat duty while other officials discuss new
ways of improving matters would be poor
poliey in view of the fact that little
or nothing was done by the State éuthori-
ties before the intended demonstration was
announced. Meanwhile the offenders are
setting up a defence, which will be found
outlined in our letter, und experiences of .
the other side nlso nre described.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE,

Ohinamen belong o the great tea party,

Philadelphin détectiven go for “Gopher BIlL"™
" A heavy Ohristmss stodking makes a light pocked
book. '
Bishop Haven continues to be very ill at Malden,
Maas, "

Jumes T. Fleld likes Tennyson slmost as much s
Tennyson likes himself. 5

Senator Jones will return to Washington with his
tamily after New Yoar's Day. s

There are grounds for believing that boarding
hamwﬁuhno}’ Iy e goc S

Lord Rosebery Mr. Gisdstone ss the
leader who Is to lesd the | party to viotory.

The pig would, sccording to the sclentists, live to
ba jwenty years old, but he is not pormitked to do 5o,

Bix yoars ago shad were introduced into California
waters, They may now be tuken them every month
in the year. .

Charles Francls Adams is bullding at WI
Hend, Mount Desert, o cool sumwmer cottugo, which
he will ocoupy next summer. 3

At the diumer which will be given to General
Grant hy Mr. George W. Childs, of Philadelphis,
this evening, the following guests will sttond:—
Hamilton Fish, A. E. Borle, George 8, Boutwall,
John 8. Morgan, John Welsk, James W. Panl, Dr.
Da Costa, Edwards Plerrepont, Senator J. Don Came
eron, George M. Robeson, George Augusing Sala, A
J. Drexel, Gencrsl Phil Sheridan and Goossal W. T,
Bherman. Bl s i

Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd, formerly of this city, las
week sted the fftioth wnniversary of their
wodding st their home near Wilkesbarre, in. the
Wyoming Valley of Pennsylvania, in the midst of
many children and grandchildren. Among the ex-
hibits of tho cecasion waa & twelve.years’ flle of tho
Nxw Youx Hrmard which hij bben loyally saved by
Mr. Shepherd, who will probably exhibit another
dozen volumes in the years to comde.

Mr, Proctor weités :—*There 1s some mistake in

_the artioclo which appeared in tha Nxw Yomx HrzaLp

& day or two ago, in which it was stated that Profes-
sor Pluxsi Smyth, Astronomer Royal for Seotland,
had predicsed the cold wanter of 1878-79,, He pre-
dicted an intensaly cold winter for 1877-78. I re-
member well, in a lecsure which 1 deliversd Mﬂ“ "-
the Hoyal Institution, Manchesier, in Qoteber, 1877,
calling sttemtion to the prediction sa one in which I 7
plased no trust whatever, ss Thave no fmith fn the
hopes which some entertain of connecting terrestrial -
weather with the solar sus spol period. As I them '
said, thers might or might not be & vory cold winter
in store for us; but I invited my sudicnce to nollos
thet If there wore such a winter it would by ne
means establish the theory that terrestrisl westher
enn be predictsd from sun spots, alihough should
the winter be mild it would prove incontestably thak
Professor Bmyth's principles of prediction were
unsound. (This because of the exceediugly definite
pature of the prodiotion, whieh set 1877-79 as the
vory latest at which ‘the cold wave could come—
nay, even lmited it to the end of 1897—
setting 1880 for the warmn wave, =0 that if- the
sleven yoar sun spot period synchronised exactly
with these altarnations, the dold should have cemq
in 1874 or 18761 Toward tho emd of thé lectury
season, 1877-78, 1 sgain d ‘an sudience s
the Royal Institution, Mapobester, and reminding
them of the prediction,'called thelr sttention to the
fact thas the winter of 1877-76 (n#fesd of being ex-
coadingly oold had beem one of the mildest on
record. The winter of 1878-79 was exceedingly cold
in Great Britain, pud the cold has continued with
soarcely say interpuption: until now. But 1 need
hardly say that If the crest of the waFfm wave should
be reached In 1880 we ought now W€ there were a
real law connecting weather and sun spots) to be -
high on the slope of the hest wave, justesd of belng
otill in that part of the ‘hollow which corresponds
with temperature far below tbe sverage., This, of
ocourse, all relstes to British woather. I take no
pote here of the absurdity of suppoaing thst the
excaptional cold [n Eurgpe during the last twelve
months, snd the sxcoptional warmih in Americs can
be due to one and the samo cosmicsl cause. Ly the
way, we must bo cazeful not to offend official sus-
ceptibillides by speaking of tho Astronomer Roysl
for Scotland. I'remember how severely I waa onde
takun to tesk for inadvertently addgessing a loiter to
the Astronomer Hoysl for Euglsnd—'Sir, there ia °
but one Astronomer Royall® "

GOVERNUE CORNELL'S BTAFF I

Ausaxy, Déc. 15, 1870,

The Evemng Journal sopouuces thaé Uoverner |
Cornsll has made the following seloctions for hls '
military stafl:—

Mauon  GExEmab—~adjutant General Frederick
Townsend, of Albasy.

Buloamies Grwunats—Inspeotor Gi Robert
8, Oliver, of Al 1 Bugineer-u-Chiet, yd Ase
ﬁtnml. of New York; Judge Advocate Ueueral,

orsoe HRussell, ot New York: Surgeou Guuersl,
William H. Watson, of Utica; Quarterinaster Gens
eral, Charles P'. Easton, of Aloany; Psymasier Gane-
eral, Jagob H, Hoysrsat, of Hudson; Comin
Gogeral of Bubsisteuce, Charlea J. Laugdon, ot
mira; Goneral Inwpector of lufle Practice, ‘
Barnes, of Lrookiyu. "
p-—James M. Varuum, of
M, Watson, of Buffalo; Fraucis

. Maan, Jr., of Tray; Charles 8, Franels, of Troy,
and Junu T, Moti,

Goneral Tow, tant C(omernl undor
Governors King sod Morgan., He served in the

lar areny during the war sud was breveited
dier genoral.

Kow York;
N

lyn regiment. the aides, Colonel Varnum 18
a{nb- of Assombly; Colonel Watkon, now of Bufs
falo, hes served in the military ut Albany; Colouels
Mano snd Fraucis are ou the stafl of General Carr,
and OColonel Mot is & banker, 3

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY ALUNMN

The alumnl of the Wesleysn University, at Mid.
dlstown, Conn., sst down to their cleventh snnusl
dinper &t tho Westminster Hotel last oveaing under
the pame of the Wesloyan University Club. Old
mes axchanged the greetings of slias mater with
osch otber, and jJolned hoaridly in the sougs
thal made them all boys again. Wesloyan is,

liks all other umiversities, n lierary currioulum,
Atting ita studenis not only for the puipit, but slse
for the beuch sad bar, It will soon add to its taoul

s ohalr of mediclne, thus placing it on the ssiue Nz
form as Yalo, Harvard snd Priveston. The oume

, Bumbering Aity-two, sst down to the table
» sevan P, M., snd, atter the removal of
the clotb, in wit, wisdom and reminiscence whiled

away the hours, ting at midnight to moet
in ls80, The u&':- e 'm‘m:h by l.lw:l.i“g
the Unt oy e o by
. " 4 O
i lav. De. 4. Van Beusohoton, Prol

e




