
ERIN'S ENVOY.
Irish Citizens Preparing lo Welcome

Mr. Parnell Next Week.
1

ARRANGEMENTS IN NEWARK.

Pulpit Propositions to Drive Catholicism

I from the Emeralcfc Isle.
w ,

* The preparations for the reception of Mr. Charles
Stewart Parnell, M. P., on his arrival in this city,
are progressihg with an activity unusual iu Irish
national circles, and the interest taken in the movementby Irish citizens seems to be greater than
that shown in anything of the kind for many years.
The ordinary Irishman who combats English rule
in Ireland, whether with judgment or not, is generallypopular with the Irish masses; but Mr. Parnell'shigh social standing and the universal belief in
his thorough earnestness have given him a hold on

the Irish people that no man has liad since the days
of O'Connuil. Nothing can be clearer than thi3 to

any one who has ha^d an opportunity of observinti
the hitherto discordant and conflicting elements
which are to be found for the first time united on the

J) committee which has been organi«eu to tender him
a reception in this city, and the unanimity hitherto
displayed is something to be marvelled at. It was
at first intended to simply give Mr. Parnell
a reception and au opportunity of stating
his case to the Amerloan people, but an
incident which occurred yesterday will almoat
certainly change the whole aspect of affairs
aud draw into the movement the few Irishmen who
till hesitated about throwing themselves heartily

Into it. The following cable despatch was received
from the officers of the Irish National Land League
by Dr. Philip E. Donlin aud Thomas H. Bannerman,
secretaries of the Parnell Beception Committee in
this city:.

QCKK.NSTOW-K.DaC. 21. 1879.
Parnell and Dillon hnre just sailed. The Land Leatrne

has cuiiimiKslunud tiieiu to receive assistance tor the relief
ut the distress, which the .League will distribute. The
distress is very prosslnff. LAND LEAGUE, Duyiu,
There had boon up to last evoning some lingering

doubts as to whether Mr. Parnell would come or
would bo allowed to come to America or not; but
this despatch sots that question at rest. It also

t settles the question whether the money received
through the proposed demonstration in New York
should go to the support of the Land League or for
the relief of the distress. Hitherto there has been
no central body in Ireland undertaking to deal
with the distress, and the efforts for its alleviation
were local, and therefore not always applied where
most needed. Now that the League undertakes the
tank money received from America must be equally
distributed, and many thousands here who have up
to tho present held back will no longer hesitate
about forwarding their subscriptions. Many also
feel that the League will thus fasten itself firmly in
the hearts of the people by first dealing with the
question of life or death and leaving the question
of politics till the hands of the country are free.

TUB CITY TO BE CANVASSED.
Several of the sub-committees appointed at the

Fifth Avenue Hotel meeting last Friday met yesterdayto complete tne arrangements for the reception,
and a Herald reporter waB informed that a special
meeting of the whole committee has been summonedfor an early day during the coming week to
take action on tho despatch. It Is considered certainthat the question ot relief will now be dealt
with first, and that the Irish population of Now York
will be thoroughly canvassed with a view to raising
a large sum of money for the starving people at
home. It is almost certain that (iilmore's
Garden will bo engaged for the reception of Messrs.
Purnell and Dillon, and that an adniissiou fee will
bo charged, the proceeds to bo sent to Ifeland for tho
relief fund.' To-day a sub-committee will decide
that question, and a subcommittee on finance will
make arrangements for a thorough canvass of tho
city. All existing Irish societies have been invited
to send delegations to the forthcoming meeting,and those competent to speak anticipatecomplete success. The New York
eommittee will also act as a sort of central
committee for the United States for the purpose of
facilitating arrangemonts in other cities, and it is
already in communication by letter and telegram
with most of the Western cltios on the subject of
Mr. Parnell's visit. Mr. John Dillon^rho accompaniesMr. Parnell, is a well known DuRin barrister
and is a son of the late John li. Dillon, tho patriot
of 1848, who lomu years ago practised law in this
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preparations in newark.monet to be

bai«ed and honors to be offsbejd a

grand ball in prospect.
Two movements are on foot among the Irish peopleof Newark, N. J. One ia to raise funda to relieve

the Buffering people of Ireland; the other to arrange
for a reception to Air. Parnell. At an adjourned
meeting held on Saturday night at the Board of
Ijfadu rooms there was organized "The Irish Belief
Association of Newark, S. I.," the sole object of
whlcn is to devise ways and means to relieve the
sufferings of tho distressed in Ireland. It was decidedto call a mass meeting for Monday evening,
December 2V, and the following call waa prepared
forthwith, and ordered to bo lsaued over the aignaturesof those present and others to be obtained:.

In view of the diatreating fact that there ii widespread
Buttering among the lrUb people in Ireland that pinchinghunger and piercing colli are folt In thousands of
linmea; that already the coroner* are beginning to be buay
holding Inquoat* on the bodioa of pereoiui who have died
of atarvailou, and that evidence accumulate* dally allowingthat a famine impend* in aome partiof our beloved mother country, wo feel that
there I* a crying need for action on onr part to aid In
helping to relieve tho urgent neceaaitla* of our afflicted
country people. With tnla object iq view we deem It
proper to call a max meeting, to be held at the Newark
Opera llouae ou Monday evening. December 29, to deViaeways and mean* to raiae an Irish relief fund
While It la deairod and expected that the Irlah people

and their connection* In thi* city tliould take the initiative
and bear the largeat aharo in thi* purely cifkrltable movement,which i* altogether diaaaeociated from curreut
J ri nil politic* or aoctarlau conaiderationa, w* foal
confident that, brat, having onrselvoa ahown
proper aeal, earneatnoa* and goneroilty In the
matter, the practical *ynip,ithy of all cltlsen*. without regardlo uutionallty or creed, ahould be cheerfully and liberallyextended to the object In view. A* tho flrat la of
vital Importance to ultimate auccea*. we earneatly urge
upon tlio Irish people of Newark the duly of
turning out rn wuw at the meeting to be
bald a* above atated. Let the Iri*n people of
Newark and their dewceudant* prove to tho people in the
old land and everywhere elae that love ot kith autf kla is a
chief attribute of Celtic blood wherever found.
Chairman P. T. Qumn appointed a commilteo of

rive to make arrangements lor the mass meeting.
With full power to act.

1H1SH HOCIKTIKS OOMUI.NIMU.
A meeting of representatives from half a dozen

Irish societies of Newark and Orange was hsld yesterdayat the Catholic Institute, in New
street, to mako arrangements for areceptionto Mr. Parnell. John Hart waa chosen
president and J. J. Merry secretary. Remarks were
made by several gentlemen in warm approbation of
Mr. Parnell au<l the movement with which ho is

to do honor to him aa Ireland's ambas
dorto this country. In order to

make thu reception a grand auccoaa it
vai resolved to Invite all Irish associations to participate,ami a meeting will be held at the same place
next Hunuay afternoon, wlien definite action will be
taken.
The Clan-na-Gaol Association of Newark have decidedto hold a grand ball on the ovoniug of January

2(1. the entire proceeds to be devoted to the relief ot
the Buffering in Ireland.

KJSV. DR. WILD HUOUEHTH A FEW POINTS KOK

MB. PAUNJCLL'8 CONBlDEliATION.
Rev. I>r. Wild, pastor of 4ha Union Congregational

Church, Elm place, Brooklyn, uiade Mr. Pariiell and
his nilasion to thia country the loading feature of
his evening discourse. Mr. Parnell, tnuinbor of the
Eugliali Parliament, ho said, is coming to this countryto lay before us some of the wrougs of old Ireland.Now, I Cave no objection to his coming.
Without doubt the tenant laws of Ireland
need adjusting, but the point I wish to
call your attention to is, To whom la
he coming? Ia he coming to a poople who are Just
in laud laws aud who care sacredly for vested rights?
One would hastily so couolude, because you can
bear tho "hurrah" Iroiu a thousand throats crying
for vengeance or redreaa lor Ireland. Meetings hern
aud there pass stinging resolutions against the aristocracyaud large laud owners, aud invitations of
fulsome welcome to this hero of the poor, A point
Mr. l'artioll should bo mado to thoroughly understand
is I list while wo nre not sticklers (or tenant rights in
our owu land, jet we are vary scrupulous about a
thing of this kind In any other laud. We, ot course,
have plenty of laud aud money, but we prefer to
give It away by tnlUlona of acres at ouce, not to tha
poor and needy, but to rich corporations and big
monopolies. Having uo lauded aristocracy, we are
anxious to ofaato ouu na last us we can, aud, the way
matters have moved of late, we shall be auoceasful,

A NHW HKI.UlluN NMXDKD.
Now, I do baliave there are uiany grievance*
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NEW YORK
which should be radressed In Ireland. And this I m
surely believe, that tbe thing most needed 1m a new

religion. or a mighty change In the one they now
have. Catholicism is a failure. The hundred* of
years of wrong endured and poverty inherite d do 1
most solemnly proclaim this statement a truth,
tiuch vast.alago ami poverty could not exist
in the presence of a pure religion. The
very history of Una Church in Ireland or
anywhere else in this aye or i»ny ago is Uie wealth
of the fpw at tho tupoube of the many. If Protestantibiufailed in like manner I would change it, 4
jilsrt an. after monitor fcnd years of sickness, it iny
own physicitm failed to cut'* me. i would ^et ttu- ,

other. The masses in Jrelauil are religiously para- 1
lyzed, and it is almost, if not altogether, impossible c
for them to be successful aggressors. 1 ilo
uBlrm, on the testinoguy of history and facta 1
of the present day, that tha present condition of Ire- f
land is normal to her chief religion.that is, tbe pov- a
erty and vassalage of tbe massea agree to and with
Catholiciaia. No Other state of things ever«xisto4. I
for the las^ 1,100 years wherever this Church had ab- 1
solute control. Spain is an example to-day, and
Italy ha* been u terrible witness of tb» same truth.
A man who wants to do a good thing for Ireland *
must itet to work to change her chief religion.
"Seek ye flrkt the kingdom of heaven, and all othor <

things shall bo added." If the Hon. Charles Paruellwould bcccaio a convert to "Israel's idontlilcatlon"ho might do Irolaud good and the world, too. jThe theory speaks freedom, liberty, progress and
wovuif1HU'J cuuneicuce iuh wouiu gwu KITO >»

Ireland hor needed reforms. Wo should re- J
member that events are like Icebergs.more
out ot night than in. I have seen iir
the North Sou large icebergs going against wiud and
wave. How wore they propelled? you ask. They
were borne along by an under current. 80 events f
ar« sunk in Providence. The winds above and opposingwaves cannot Htay their march. With all the
winds of oratory and waves of passion Ireland la
moving ou against them to her God apoolnted goal.

IRELAND'S NEID OF CONVERSION.
The services of the Indopdndent Irish Catholio

Church at Clarendon Hall last night were attended
by an immense audience. Father O'Connor delivereda short address on the fallacy of Uomanism, In
which he created considerable merriment by his peculiarmanner of referring to the national peculiaritiesof Italians. He then spoke briefly on the missionof Mr. Parnell, and said that Ireland was held
in the slavery ol the Homish Church, which
was more humiliating than vassalage to Uugland.
When the Irish are ready to throw off the chains
forged by the Italian priests the dawn of freedom
for unfortunate Ireland will be at hand. Until the
souls of the Celts are their own, through the blood
of Jesas, political liberty will be a mockery. Mr.
O'Connor urged Irishmen to pray for the redemption
of the erring Irish people and do all in their power
to briug them to the light of the Word of Ood. The
services were olosed by remarks on Bishop MaoNamara's work in Boston.

THE NEGRO FLIGHT.

CONDITION OF THE FREEDMEN IN NORTH CAROLINA.HISTORYOF THE EMIGRATION MOVEMENT.POLITICAL RIGHTS SECURE AT HOME.

FROM CERTAIN PLENTY TO PROBABLE WANT.

IBY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Ooldsbobo, Bee. 21, 1879.

This is conspicuously the exodus section. Within
the past month between foar hundred and flye hundrednegroes.men, women and children.have left
the surrounding country for Indiana. At present
there is a temporary lull in the exodus tide, attributablein part to unfavorable reports received from
some who are now in Indiana, but mainly to lack of
funds. The extent of the exodus feeling cannot be
arrived at. It is difficult to place any estimate
linnn it v«f it id ft&ftt to HAvihdt in fhid P.Ani/mtiiirtnul

district several thousands are ready to go regardless
of consequences were their expenses to be paid. Borne
are now laying up their savings, awaiting further
developments, while many appear unsettled in their
intentions. Oil those who have already left this
State * few had sufficient means to take them to
their destination, while the majority had barely
enough to reach Washington, and some who had
started were left behind for lack of mon^jr. Among
the emigrants a few were reputed to be Industrious
and thrifty. One of them, with his boys, had cleared
this year over $300 on his crop above all expenses.
Others, less Industrious, had lived from hand to.
mouth, as is characteristic of the negro.

bk01mmu40 OV the movufekt.
The Indmna scheme was begun here some months

ago, and apuears to havo been inspired by one .Langsdale,the editor of the Orouncastle (Ind.) Banner, a

republican newspaper. Luugsdale had proclaimed
that ho would furnish homes to oolored emigrants
in Indiana, and his paper seems to have fallen into
the hands of a notorious negro named Sam Perry,
who taught a tree school at .Lagrange, about twelve
miles from Ooldsboru. Perry associated with him
a negro preacher uaiaea Williams, aud they soon
sacceeUed ui producing an exodus fever among
the negroes, and it is said that by levying lees
they made the excitement a source of handsome
proiit. Meetings were held m various suctions aud
inflammatory speeches were made by Perry aud
others. Indiana was pictured as a pertect paradise
for colored emigrants. Xhey were promised plenty
of work and wugus.from $15 to $iU per month and
boara.good schools with the whiles, and lauds at
ti obi $1 to $3 an aero.

1xaoi1uby wbong8.
In connection with mesu promises and delusions

the moro ignorant of the race wero made to believe
that all aorta oi imaginary wrongs were being practisedupon them nere. It was told them, lor instance,that they could not here get credit at the
stores, while in Indian* it would be readily accorded
them. Their worst fears, passions aud prejudices
wuiu wu»cu ujiva. iuc; were tuiu uy SOU1U lull 11
they remained here. should the democrat* elect the

^next President they would he tlirust hack Into
slavery auu other similar nouBunse. The negro is of
a decided migrator; disposition, and while many of
those who have gone barely kuew whether Indiana
was a State, a county or a city, yet the very idea of ft
grand excursion infatuated them so that they disposedot their little eifecta for a mere tnilo and recjtlesalystarted out on their Journey.
Agents are still among the negroes here urging

others to go, and another party is advertised to leave
in a tew days, hut the movement will hardly reach
any considerable extent until further tidings arc receivedand more uiouey is furnished. The return of
one of tneir representatives now lu ludiaua is anxiouslyawaited here, should he bring a lavurable
report.and it is reared that designing man will inducehim to make such a one.the exodus will doubtlassreceive a strong impetus, lie is expected soon.

A CAVSJUJtMs MoVlUUUtT.
As for the cause of the exodus, there is none.

The white people here generally regret it and deprecatethe departure of tne negroes from North Carolina.The xarmers in particular are laboring under
considerable uncertainty as to their future crop
arrangements. The more intelligent of tlie colored
race, too, are openly opposed to the scheme; but,
strange as it seems, neither their political wliite
leaders nor the intelligent or their own color can inducethem to halt. Tnoy feed ou castle* m the air.
day dreams of lame and lortune. All admit that
they are being treated well in North Carolina
and that their condition has very much
improved within a few years. Large numbers
own houses and lota, and not a few own valuable
farms. Tlio white people generally are pleased at
the thrift of the colored people. The industrious
negroes ilnd no trouble in leasing good lands for
farming purposes, and on tne most favorable terms.
This class ot people are very uincn sought after by
landowners, and are gladly supplied by the landlord
with teams, implements aud provisions at moat
reaHonable prices, to be paid for out of the orops in
yearly instalments. Those who are industrious and
economical generally hud ihuir labors rewarded and
themselves lu the possession of a handsome surplua
after paying lor advances and routs, while others,
who neglect their cropa and lack capacity to manage
fur themselves, may not do so well,

political coHbrriox. i
The negroes are perfectly secure la their civil

rights, aud, while some of the whites may have <
prejudices, the ntore intelligent masses torm a strong |
conservative element, aud the negro ia sure of pro- <
tection. Tho State has provuleu the same eUwia- ,
tioual i acuities tor the colored aa tor the wnit* i
children, tUe races being separately educated. The
colored scboota gem-rally are well tutrouizcd. even

by adults, ami the children make rapid prugrcaH.
X liu cult.red tree school here is in a most flourishing
condition anil is kept up eight months iu each year.
It in taught by three competent tuaouum. lhe democraticLegislature of this State h.is established a
normal school at i'aycttevllls, where ooloredteachers for tree schools aro being
educated at the oxpuuau of tliu State. It
also appropriated $jo.ooci tor the construction of au
a.<yiuin tor tUo colored insane, ami auother appropriationwill probably bo niaoe for this institution
by the u. xl Legislature. Tlie building la being
erected near Huh lowu and ta a very hsndaomo
edifice. It will bo completed by next March, wltlt
accommodations for i'io patient*. there la also au
lliatltutiou at ltuAigh for Ibe oolored deaf, dumb
and blind maintained by the State. There are about
twelve well equipped colored military companies in
the sutc. i'uoy lorm part of lite Slate guards, and
have been formed uuder the present democratic administration.l'lie company at tbia place la named
the Yimou uuarus, alter Senator Vance.

MICM1IO 1NI>UHT11Y AMD SKILL.
The luilustriai State fair of the colored people, held

at Raleigh laat mouth, waa in every way creditable
to tneir race. It waa planued and conducted by
them, thougn moat of tuo premiums were douatod
by whitea. The lair wax opened \>y Uovoruor Jarvis,
wn<>, with other gentlemen, waa eseorted to thu
ground* by the oolored military. Politically, the
rights of the uegroea are fully protected. 1'hey cuu
vote in every election. Our courts of justice uro as

opeu to them as to the whites. Oolored men serve
on juries, and this, too, iu trials altogether confined
to whites. Of those who have left several have writtonmost pitiful letters from Indiana, asking lor
money to get back to North Carolina. Most of oar
mechanics are of the colored race, »ud they nlwaya
flud pieuty of work, iu fact the white luechsnica
oiten Complain that tho negroes are preferred to
tlteni, both as mechanics and aa farmers.

HISKALD, MONDAY, DEC
THE NICARAGUA CANAL.

fBOMOTEUS OK THK ENTKUI'P.IHE ONLT AWAIT"

ING THE hUUUKNDElt OK TUE LAND. VISIT

OK KEXOtt 1)E KKAMCO TO CENTHAL AMEBICA

TO COMPLETE ARRANGEMENTS. t
A li£KALi> reporter calluu yesterday sftoruoon at

ho fifth Avt'iiuu Hotel to see SeQor Pe Franco, who,
vith Admiral Anirnen, Mr. A.O. Mcuocal and others,
las taken so laryu au interest in tbo Nicaragua lutericiauicCanal project. The geiulenian was fouud
(uaiiy engaged in packing his fruuk. lie said, after
;reetlng the reporter.."You see lam busy and can

pare only a little time for an Interview. 1 will be
'loaned to answer any questions the Hiiuld may
irlsh to ask me." i

"You start shortly then, Mr. De Franco, for Nica-
agua?" ,

"Yes, to-morrow, by the Pacific Mail Steamship <
ine. I arrived here last evening from Philadelphia."
"Does any other goutleman interested in the canal

>roject accompany you?" j
"No; I go alone. Next week Blr. Monocal will fol- i
ow me. I go straight to Aspinwall." ,

"Then all preliminary arrangements have been i
lettlod upon?" j

kTauHwiiviu/ BV« nuiiuuy uuw rvuiaiuB uuk nv I

;et the Nicaraguan government's concession. When
Uiat has beou, accomplished the company will be
regularly formed. There will, of course, have to be ]
i, formal paper drawn up, ollicora electod aud so on.
Decided action ou our part will follow the concession."<
"What is the object of your sailing before, the ]

others, Mr. De Franco? la there any particular siguiAcaucein it?"
"That is easily explained. I havo a week's start of

Mr. Menocal to allow for a conference with the Kloa-
raguun government about our project. I will pave
the way tor Mr. Menocal and expect to canvass with
the authorities the subject. Mr. Menocal will carry
with him instruct ious aud full powers to enter into
au agreement. My conversation with the governmentofficers will have helped them to come to a
conclusion. Upon Mr. Menocal's arrival nothing
will remain except to grant the concession and agree
upon details." ,

Do you expect soon to return to this country?"
"In &>out two or three months."

xmtbuvikws with ohast.
"Did you have the pleasure of seeing General

Grant lately?"
"Oh, yes. I went on to Philadelphia for that putpose.I enjoyed not only one but many interviews

with him. Yesterday I had an interview with him,
lasting two hours."
"In relation to the oanal project?"
"Yes."
"Was there anything of public interest in your

Interview, Mr. Du Franco?"
"No. The General and myself simply talked

business matters."
"Then he has agreed to enter into the project?"
"Certainly. He has, in fact, boen the originator

of it. He has been in favor of the enterprise for a
long time, and has been largely Instrumental in
securing public Interest in it."
"He is to be the president of the company?"
"Yes, when it is formed."
"Can you not tell me anything new about your enterprise,Mr. I>e Franco?"
"The Hkbald's interview with Mr. Menocal covers

the entire ground. There is nothing left to say. I
nave just read the interview in to-day's Herald. It
is exact except in a few very trivial matters. Mr.
Menocal has said all thero is to say at present.
The enterprise is one the people of this country
should be proud of, take an interest in and aid in
every way they can."
"Your visit to New York has been limited?"
"Necessarily so. I have accomplished my object,

and no time is to be lost iu putting our plans into
execution. I only arrived here at half-past live
o'clock last evening, and I will be occupied the re-
uiaiutler of the (lay la my preparation* tor departureto-morrow."
"You have every reason to feel satisfied that the

Nicaragua oanal project will be certainly carried
out."
"I see nothing to prevent it The concession, I

believe, will be granted us at once. Then we have
onlv to Commence operations."
"Your return will take place when the conoesalon

is granted and the details ugreed upon?"
"Yes. I will not leave Nicaragua until all arrangementsare perfected."

THE CANAL AGAIN.

To the Editob o» the Herald:.
It is my conviction that M. do Lesseps took a false

step when he invited subscriptions to bis Panama
canal before having an absolute security, not only
of the possibility of the work in a material sense,
but of its real estimate and comparative cheapness
to the enterprise and to commerce at large. My
position is amply sustained by the results. The
subscriptions were meagre, and anybody but M. de
Leoseps would have been discouraged. Bat be was
not, and instead of cowardly forsaking his bold
scheme, he who has made a great oanal for the Old
World and is bent upon making another for tbe new
one, has gathered able engineers from France, Holland,America, Jto., and is to-day witliin a week's
navigation of the isthmas to miautely and decisivelysurvey his chosen route. After the advocatesof the canal through Nicaragua have virtually
admitted the necessity of new Btudies on tbe field
nobody who cares for General Grant's reputation
would like to see him imitating M. de Leseeps' precipitanceand untimely putting himself at the head
ot an undertaking wlilcu at ail events is in a very
crude state. Far from me to orlticise tbe action
ot those who preac bim to decide liiinself, expectingtbat his name will make tbe miliious
come forth in their aid, even before tbey
have secured a concession from the Nicaraguangovernment, which most strangely is counted
tor naught in tne transaction. 1 have no doubt tbat
tbe projectors act in perfect good taith, and tbat
their haste is mainly due to the desire of running a
competition to M. de Lesseps, who is spparently
ahead in the raoe. But when they take everything
into consideration they will distinctly see that their
hurry is as unnecessary as it is useless. And if they
do not General Grant will see it for them, lu effect,
when a respectable international corps of engineers
embodying such names as Totten, Dirks, Texan, &c.,
are on the point ot carefully examining a proposed
route for a canal, about which many a tavorable
opinion has been already entertained, and which
counts upon tbe energy of M. de Leaxeps if said
survey and report be all that the interest of tbe
worlJ require, no sensiblo American or French or 1

English capitalist would venture one dollar in tbe
contemplated Nicaragua route, if, on tbe other
hand, tbe result proves, as it is possible, tuat M. de
Lesscps' conception is but a dream, or at least so <

difficult and expensive that capital must of necessityshun it, is there not then a magnificent chance
for tho Nicaragua route, aud for my pet, the San
A. U1M IVUiU MIU »UJ liUV pmiiva wuvvruou kV I WIUiJ
and easily enlist tuo necessary Rapport? 1
nrn not blind to the fact that what alarma
the bond JUU advocates ot the Nicaragua
route ia not precisely that the rival one of Panama
ia going to take away from them any special and personaladvantage; what actuates them is not exactly
the unqualified persuasion ot the suporlor merits of
their own schoiue. It is rather gie quaint idea that
the Lesseps undertaking ia a thoroughly French concern,and aa such will be undor the control of the
French government. It Is feareU that the work,
under aucn auspices, may be occasion lor European
interference on this continent, and the American
spirit revolts against that possible emergency.
Now, If I shared those approhenaions, 1 would be
the tlrat to oppose the I>e Lessepa project, for no
t>ne is more jealous than I ot American iudepenneuceand American influunceon thin continent, liut
It seeua to me that the apprehended evil is a mere delusion.The Panama canal and the Nicaragua canal,
or any other cauai will substantially be similar to
the majority of the stockholders. If Americans
want to wrench from M. do Lesseps' hand the soupireof the Panama scheme, alter his new survey
proves satiaiactory, let them come forth aud subicribetor half tho capital estimated; or, what is,
perhaps, mote aensible, let them wait and see it the ^
zapital ia subscribed by French people aud thvu
take up the stock in the market, as the English govsrnmentdid with the Suez Canal stock. Who has tola)the coutroi or the Hues Canal? It seems
to me that U is tho English government; first of all
because they bold one-third of the whole stock, and
lecoud because the larger part of the trade passing
through there is of Eugllsh nationality. Precisely
the same thing would happen with the Pauarna canal
in regard to Americans It the government or mere
individuals were to possess a Targe portion of tho
new stock. In the supposition that tho Panama
itock was to be taken by French capitalists alone,
which 1 should regret, we could prevent it. liut
lueh a thing Is scarcely possible; and if it happen,
is 1 presume, that only a portion ia taken up iu Europe,there is a chance for tho Americana to dictate
jonditious, and to oven demand the transfer of the
sompauy's seat to New York as a requisite to their
ubscriblug the ba'auev. 1'Ulnga would uot materiallychange with the Nicaragua canal. If Its capitalwas to bo raised iu France (which, by tho by,
looms to me extraordinary), I cannot conceive wny the
iliuroholders would preier to Americanize the work,
l'he probabilities are iu every case that the stock, if
raised at ail, will be a mixed one; American, French,
kugllsh, Dutch, kc. and no nation shall havo any
ipeuial and undue iniluenco In tho canal. There is
duo particular point in which tho American
government, aud of course the Americau
1)nopie, are deeply interested lu this conncctiou, aud
that is the pasi .go of uie Meot through tho canal Iu
:use of war to wuich they are a party, liut toi this
necessity, which ia of paramount importance, tliero
la ample provision iu articles f> and 0 (as auisndcd by
tho Colombian Congress) ot the grant given to LieutenantWyse in 1M7H. Those uations who may uave
fuarautcod by treaty atipulations the sovereignty ot
Jolombla upon the Isthmus of Panama shall havo
the aforesaid right of usiug their fleets through the
:anal when at war with other nations; and since the
United Htates fultUlud the condition long ago by
treaty with New (tranads dated December, 1840. they
liavo actually the right of passage without auy
'nrtlier stipulation. What else could the American
people reasonably wish or expect from the Nicaragua
sanul? The neutrality and security of both should
m uuder the protection of the new Hlutes aud of

EMBER 22, 1879.-WITH !
Great Britain by the Clay ton-Uulwer Treaty of 1850.
and 1 tail to koo what other legitimate or desirable
advantage might be got with tl»« one route that
would be ruined by tlu> other. Let iih tbeu be seusibleand avoid the risk of doing barm by one scheme
williout tbe certainty of carrying out the other.
There can bo hut one canal and the bust route
may und will be found out in the interest or everybodywithout any one-sidod conception or etf>>rt. I
liiii. nir, truly yours, JUSTICE.
Washington, 1>oc. 19, 1879.

COAST SURVEY SERVICE.

STEAM VESSELS TO TAEE SOUNDINGS IN SOUTHXltNWATEES.DEi'AliTUKES FltOM THE NAVY

YABD.
There has been considerable stir among the crews

»f the vessels connected with the Coast Survey Servicewhich have beeu lying at the docks of tbe
Brooklyn Navy Yard during the past month. Two
iteamers have already sailed for their field of
operations during the winter, and the other
two are rapidly undergoing repairs preparatoryto sailing. The work of these four
is said by naval officers to, be most arduous
tnd tedious, and one from which there is littln apparentbenefit and no credit, except from interested
iclenti&o people. The steamer .Eagre, which was

Formerly the yucht Mohawk, in which Commodore
Liarncr was drowned, started at the beginning of tho
Dreaent month for iier work in ilatjimiiniiiir and

marking tho variation in the mariner'it chart in the
North Atlantic. Lieutenant Ackley, commander of
the expedition, will proceed down the coast and assertaintliu variation of the isogunic linen from the
latest determination, and mark the rate of variation
an charts prepared for the purpose. The Eagre will
continue in this work uutii spring, wheu her held of
operations will be changed.
The steamer Blake, Captain Bartlett, soiled frAn

the Navy Yard ou Saturday atternoon for the
Caribbean Sea to take deep sea sounding. Before
reaching the Caribbean she will stop at Norfolk and
take on her apparatus for making tho soundings.
Captain Delano, of the torpedo boat Intrepid, furniahoda Ukuau> reportor with the details of this
work yesterday afternoon. "The apparatus for
making deep sea soundings has considerably Unprovedwithin a comparatively recent period," ha
said, "and it is now almost perfected. The weight
used in the sinking leads are uine-incb shot with the
centre scored out. A flask is inserted in this liollowed-outeyliuder, having a pointed end with a
valve a short distance above, into which tho mud
from the bottom of the so* enters and is held.
A swivel detaches the cord at the top
(or, more properly speaking, a hue wire, snch as
are used in pianos), from its connections at the top
of the shot. The flask, to wliiah it is also attached,
is drawn out at tho lower eud, while the shot remainsat the sea bottom. The wire with the fl^sk
is drawn out, when the character of the deep sea
bottom is determined. It was heretofore done in a
clumsy manner, which oiten involved the loss of
the lead, the cord being too light to lift the weight
attached to it. The present mode was adopted alter
much deliberation and gives a great deal of satisfaction.The Blake will also take the temperature
of the water, ascertaining its most minute variationsby delicate instruments. There is no definite
route laid out for the steamer, so far as I know; but
I believe, from former labors in deep sea soundings,
that it will work across the Caribbean irorn both
shores."

TUB OULF OF HEXICO.
The next vessel engaged in the coast survey work

is the Thomas Gedoey, commanded by Lieutenant
Sebree, which is now lying «t Jersey City, having
her boiler repaired. She will probably start for the
coast of Texas during tb£ latter part of the present
week. She will make a hydro^raphic sketch of that
coast and record soundings in the Gulf of Mexico, as
weU as plotting# lor that coast. The steamer Endeavor,Lieutenant Thoin.is, will do tho samo work
off the coast of North Carolina. This work was
described at considerable length by Captain
Delano, and he also shows by sketches
how tiresome and tedious it is. "for instance,"he said, "the Getlney will commenceoperations outside of Galveston harbor.
If the State authorities have not made a most correctchart of the bay Lieutenant Sebree will set
about making one. He will ascertain the most prominentbearings, entering the harbor from the south,
east and northern poiuts. With this data he will
make soundings frequently and in all directions, so
that if any prominence exists at the bottom of the
harbor it is immediately marked in the chart. As
the steamer progresses in its work seaward, soundingswill still be token and on accurate knowledge of
the harbor bottom will be obtained. It is the same
work as is carried on by the Coaat Survey in all the
harbors on the coaat."

CLUB OU GLOVE?

PATBOLUAX MOUB PLACED TTNDKB ABBEST ON

A CHARGE 07 MAHSLAUUHTEB.BLATTEEX's
WOUNDS.
The wife ud son of the man who died oa Saturdayat Chambers Street Hospital from the effecta of

wounds received by a fall in Madiaon street on Fridaynight called at the hospital yesterday and
identified the body. Tho name of the deceased was

John Blattery, of No. 101 Madiaon street, a bricklayer.lie left his home, hia wife staled, early on

Friday evening and was not then under the inilueuceof liquor, though he had been drinking somewhat.The tauiily were much alarmed at his continuedabsence from home, but had no suspicion of
what had happened till they read a description of
the unknown mau who died in Chambers Street
Hospital on Saturday morning- A further examinationof the body was made yesterday, and though
no bruises or cuta were found on the lower part
of the body, there were three contusions.one
on each side of the head and ouoon the forehead.
besides the contused wounds ou the bock part of the
head. The contusions ou the sides of the head, it
is thought, go far to substantiate the statement of
Mr. Ueome P. Gee, published in yesterday's paper,
that the man was clubbed by Officer Mohr, of the
Seventh precinct, ou Friday night. As Mr. Gee describedIt, he saw the officer deliberately raise his
club aud strike the man tirat ou one aide of the
head und theu on the other, and after the second
blow the mau fell to the grouud. the back part of
his head striking the curbstone. The officer admittedthat be struck the mau with his glove; but there
is uo glove that would produce the contusions that
were discovered by the physicians iu the hospital.
Coroner Flanagan and Deputy Coroner Miller called
at the hospital yesterday aud decided to hold the
autopsy at twelve o'clock to-day.

SKJNO FOB rUKZUXU FjUCriCtrULBS.
Inspector McUermott while on duty last night at

Police Headquarters was handed the following
iluspatch, which had been received by telegraph
From the Seventh precinct station house in Madibou
street:.
Captain Petty has plseed Officer John Mohr andor arrest

in a charge of manslaughter.
The Inspector thought the message a remarkable

>ne, and, anxious to learn more about the case, immediatelytelegraphed for further particulars. In
response to this order a report was forwarded to the
Jentral office. It reads:.

Seventh Precinct.
[*o Inspector John Uc1)krmott
Bin.At a quarter past nine o'clock 1*. M. on the 10th

nsl. Officer John Motir brouitht to this slatinu an uuinownmau. who, the officer aaUi, tell uu tbo sidewalk iu
Madison, near Hiriuinicliaui atreet. with a tructnred skull.
Ho »a< taken to the Chambers Street Hospital insensible
Lltd died at eleven o'clock A. M. on the ^Otli lust. Uu the
ividence of UeorxuK Mcliee. of No. UU Madiaon street,
rho aaid he saw in officer atrise him on the head with Ills
1st, which caused him to fall, the said unknown tnrus out
0 be Jobu flattery, of No K>1 Madison atreet. Keapectullir,ClfAltLKM iiNYUEK. 8eri;eaut.
Tho above raoasage differs slightly from the oue in

vfereuce to the saiue case, aeut to Police lleadquareraat two minutos post eleveu P. M., l'Jtk lust.,
rliich was as followa:.

SKTHSTII 1'UECISCT.
At fifteen minutss past nine P. M Patrolman Mohr

>reui;ht to this station an unkuown man who fall on the
ildewalk at Madison and Uirmiugbaui streets and received
1 severe wound ou the back ot the head. Sent to Chainisrsstreet Hospital.

THE MOUNTED POLICE.
ITo thb Kditob or tux Hskald
Last week a resolution was offered by CommitilouerVoorhls before the Police Hoard that the

liounted Squad bo disbanded and the men transerredto Westchester, leaving most of the long aveluenand drives on Manhattan Island to bu patrolled
>j toot police. Tho Mounted Squad is commanded
)jr Sergeaut William A. ltevuU, who has In Ilia comuandfour roundsmen and seventeen patrolmen
L'herc are twenty-two horaea belonging to the aquad,
vlioso beat extends troui Fifty-ninth street on the
rMt aide to Westchester, there being ten _poats on

hla and alx poata on the northern aide of the liaremKivur. line man 1a kept ou the Kaateru Uoulerard,trom Fitcy-niutli to £igkty-aixtli street, urerentingfaat and reckless driving by partita trout
.he home market. Filth aveuue in beiug macadamised,and ia uow finished troin Firty-uiuih to Moviuty-aecoudatreet, and will aoon be completed to
Ninetieth atreet. This ta aiao patrolled L>y luembera
>t the Mounted Squad. The law prohibita fustor
iriving than aix mile* an hour ou all
itreeta and arcnues below Ouo Hundred and
thirtieth atreet except St. Nicholas nvenue, and
the Mouuted Squad have to ace the ordinance
r< apected ou ali una ground, bosidea attending to
:rinuual mutters. People who drivo ou the road
.ook upon the Mouuted Squad as a great protection
for the prevention of accidents, (topping of runaways,«fcc., and lew who drive regularly but have
»eeu the groat utility of tho aquad at all tiuiea aud
would fool groat regret at their bding diabauded.
Ileum lujuniod, thia bund of experienced men can
;atch the moat desperate runaway, aud tiiey at all
limes are ready to rush gallantly to the rescue.
Many are tUe men, women and children who are
uveu indebted to thutu lor their Uvea when accideuta
have occurred, and it ta hoped that the Coiuinlssinnerswill keep them aa tliey are, particularly aa
the Thirty-second, Thirty-fourth and Thirty-tilth
[irociucta, to which it ia intended to tranater llietn,
ire uow patioiled by the regular police ou lioraobackto the Dion i ltiver ou the east and tlw Uudaon
dii the west, aud thcrn are twenty-three horses attachedto tU«M praciuuts. liUAlmAX.

SUPPLEMENT.

PROCTOR ON EDISON.
The Engl'sh Astronomer's Admiration ofn

the American Wizard's Feat.

GIVING LIGHT TO THE WOULD:

A Dream of the Alchemists CrystallizingInto Reality.

"It never rains but it pours," says the old adage,
wllicb the news of tbo last tow days makes us applicableto scientific discovery as it lias been to tne

ordinary affairs of life. In tho last two issues of the
HmiAi n were reported tiro luventions, one beyond
the sea, tbe other within tbu charmed circle of
Menlo Park, wbicb, if tbey carry out tbeir promise,
will add to tbe miracles wbicb tho necromancy of
scientific research has wrought iu tbis century.
That tbe Wizurd of tbe Wire who gave tbo metal a

tongue and made it carry a whisper over leaguos
of space would wring irom the forces he seems to
control tbe sccret of the Maker's iirst creation w.is

believed by many, but that he would break tho silenceof mouths by the announcement of a success

so bewildering and complete entered into tho calculationsof no one. Almost coincident with tbe marvellousrevelations of Edison comes from England
tbe announcement that the dream of sages has been
realized, and that in the hands of a Scotch chemist
the bubble which generations of alchemists pursuod
in vain has solidified and resolved itself into a

jewel of price. If Mr. Maclear's reported
discovery Id the St. Kollox's chemical works
of the process of diamond manufacture be
confirmed, a secret transcending the transmuting
power for wbicb hosts of philosophers toiled and
which scores of charlatans claimed shall have been
brought to light. It will be noted as not the least
curious feature of these discoveries that out of carbon.thecommonest material in the world.is mado
an object so highly esteemed as the diamond and
an agent so highly prized as lieht. To ask
the opinion of Processor Proctor as a scientific
authority concerning these discoveries a Hkraxd
reporter yesterday called at the Westminster Hotel.
He found the Professor much interested in both,
and eager to communicate to his English lriends
early tiding! of Edison's latest creation.
"It will astonish many, I have no doubt," said he,

"although most people are prepared for any miracle
that man'* genius may work. The story that the
crystallization of carbon has been discovered at last
is equally a cause of gratilication. If it be true the
age has scored another triumph."
"What do you think of the probability of such a

discovery?" asked the reporter.
"Oh, it is impossible to decide till we hear more

about it. According to the papers Professors Tyndalland Smyth, as well as Mr. Maskelyne, have pronouncedthe artificial crystals to be diamonds. They
certainly are able to determine. Of course there
have been deceptions practised, thmd fide diamonds
could be submitted for examination as the fruit of
the experimenter's work, but in this instance it is
improbable that any such unworthy device would
be resorted to."

AN ENTHUSIAST'S DitilAM.
"This crystallization of carbon has been long

sought alter, has it not?"
"Ever since the discovery of what the diamond

really is," Mr. Proctor replied. "Doubtless the
manufacture of diamonds add precious stones way
dreamt ot ages ago by just such enthusiasts as
wasted their lives over a crucible in quest of the
philosopher's stone or the elixir of lite; but, of
course, no advances could be made until the nature
of the diamond was ascertained. Boyle's revelations
in the seventeenth century, with the experiments
or Oannol. de Latour and Maillard, and the deductionsof Sir Humphrey Davy and Lavoisier were
most accurately detailed in the Hebald, and of
course it is subsequently that the crystaiization of
carbon has been sought after for the production
of diamonds."
"What has been the chief obstacle to overcome in

attaining such an end?"
"The inefficiency of any apparatus to produce the

requisite heat and exert sufficient pressure," said the
Professor. "That has been the chief, perhaps the
only, stumbling block. It iB only at an exceedingly
high temperature that carbon cau be cryatalized, and
in ao laboratory has the desired intensity of heat
been obtained."
"Could such a temperature be reached that the

manufacture of diamonds would he eliectedV"
"Yea; that is all that is needed.sufficient heat and

sufficient pressure. With them nature forms the
diamond, and there is no reason why art could not
Imitate her processes."
"That makes the new discovery quite possible,

does it not?"
There can be only one opinion about ita possibil-

ity. What boa been done iu a small way is possible
in a large one. Diamond dust ban been produced by
artificial moans. Why should not actual diamonds?
And talking of Mr. Maclear's discovery," Mr. Proctorcontinued, "puts me in niind that Edison has
been delving in the satue direction. He claims to
have discovered the amount of heat carbon will
bear, aud it is likely that his practice and experimentsmay conduct him to the same results as Mr.
Maclear is said to have reached."

TALKING OF KPISOH.
"What is your opinion of Edison's new electric

light?" the reporter inquired.
"It is from the Hkralu 1 have learned all I know

about it," said Professor Proctor. "If the light und
the apparatus that produces it are what they are said
to be.and I havtfcgreat taith in the inventor's representations.Ibelieve that a flattering advance has
been made in the art of illumination, itut of almost
paramount importance do 1 consider some of
the discoveries which ho made while in
pursuit of his main object. You remember
most of his earlier attempts were comparative (allures,and several of the apparatus he constructed
were remanded to a place among his so-called {'philosophicaltoys,' but every effort had its fruit in
some revelation that coald be made of avail. His
successful substitution of simple substances for
platinum is a very valuable accomplishment, and of
equal importance is the discovery that platinum if
heated under certain conditions will be chiuiued in
character ami bear greater heat. The knowledge of
this can be turned to account, and the rule will perhapsbe found to apply to the other metals."
"Do you believe that the new invention will be

practically a success?"
"I fancy," said the Professor, with a smile, "that

the inventor of the phonograph is equal to almost
anything. I was among the nrst to recognize the
value of his contributions to scientific discovery.
Lord Lindsey called my attention to boiuc of his
earlier inventions and became much impressed
with them. In fact, my faith in Edison
subjected me to ridicule once or twice. 1 rememberhearing it said that Mr. Proctor would
believe in a plan for galvanizing the dead If that
Yankee inventor proposed such a one, and would
credulously contemplate the possibility of shakiug his
deceased grandfather by the hand or binding Ills
sires of past generations time of day. Prom what I
have read in the Hkrald I ieel hopeful of Edison's
complete success, lie would hardly have given
such ample particulars of his discovery were he not
assured of it. His long silence led many to believe
thnt ho had given up his project.that his customary
good fortune had abandoned him.but it now appearsthat he was quietlv working out his problem
with a patient industry that brought to lignt tho
virtue:' of all the material lie handled and enabled
him to compass his end sooner and to more purposo
thau he himself had dared to hope."

WILL Si'KAK roll liaKUT.
~Of course," sain tiio Prolessor, "tho now inventioYwill speak tor itself, and the public cannot long

be in doubt about its actual value. For my part 1
shall lock forward with profound interest to tho
New Year's evo experiment, and I hope to see it in
uvt'i y Buu ohiiui,

"^ou believe the new light will ba of great utility
tortlio ordinary purpoaea of life?"
"According to tbo account of It it inunt be of incalculableservice. Ami hero I may aay that the

consideration of cost should not outer iuto tliu
problem of the production of light a* tho chief factor,
Cheapuea* is certainly desirable to place thu
now diacovory within every oue'a roach, but
I am autiafled that people have a nutllcient
appreciation of tiie benefit* of a clear, pure light,
without noxious vupor* or tho danger of explosion,
to be wllllug to pay more for it than the common
II nil iurerior kind they are used to. Happily tho
now luodu of illuminutiou la aaid to hare the
advantage ol extreme cheapness, too. If »Uch be tiie
cue, anil oue remember* how great a boon to health
in tho rtddauce of gas and lamp vapor*, how much
the more secure life and limb in rondervd by tho prevention01 accideiitM.il lee no reason why tho inventionMhould not become popular."
"In tho new light apt to bolujurious to the algtatf"
"That ilepemm entirely upon ita arrangement.

The elcctric light can, of course, bo so arranged u* to
be painful to the eyes, but it can just a* readily be
made far more pleasant than the yellow glare and
flicker of gas. In tact, it can be uiado to resemble
suuliulit a* closely a* any artificial illumination."
"Could thin light bo diffused in a largo city like

New York by means of central stations In which
powerful niuchinej to generate electricity might bo
placed /"
"Doubtless it conld," aaid Mr. Proctor. "Hut, If

I understand aright, Kdiaon haa tliro« dlliorout
method* of general illumination. One plan In to
Uso machine* for generating olectricity in largo
quantities and distributing it through a district.
Tho second is to aupply eacn house with a machine,
and 1 believe ho has so simplified tin; apparatus that
a third plau is possible. Hint that is to have a
machine wherever it ia wauled.in each room it
necessary."

BOTH rKAKIlll.B.
"Either of tbene plan* Is feasible then?"
"8iuce Udison atruck ou a plan of dividing the electriccurreut effectively 1 fancy either of them possible.Formerly, when the current was divided it

waa inucli weakened. That wa* a serious ditllculty
to encounter. Hut we hoard that Kdiaon had di»-
novarad how to divide tho curreut without U>« |

3
corresponding weakening. I understand, too, that
In; has discovered it method of constructing tho
machine* general iu;; electricity no that little of
their energy is wa-ted. Of cour.su tliere are many
nie.nis which in.gtu be essayed for driving these
dyuaiuo-cUctric machines. fitr William Armstrong
lias the electric light in his house, and the machiue
lie us»-n iw driven by power from a little stream ciuM
bv. For my owiipurt.it se.-uis to mo not impossiblelLat a tnue will come wiien the Kun'a in at can
lie used iu driving these machines. There is ;;reat
power iu it. Ir >ft Kttor Langiey, of l'tttsburg,
Kays thai tin sun's heat watted on tho Adirondack*
would be sufficient to work till the mechanisms uo»
existing in tho world. It may some day be turned
to account."
"The success of Edison's experiment will be a

cause of gratification to scientific men, will it not?"
"Certainly, his discoveries may be productive of

urt'ltl n'BitUB iu >anuu» uci'aruueuir i'i Hwuiv.

Yoii see how iiitiinuL. ly tlie manutactureof diamond*
and of light is connected. The carbon enters into
both of them a« the chief material. It m hard to any
what, other iu ventilations may be facilitated. Uu tha
other Hide of the water niauy people thought at first
that Edison wat falling into old grooves of error.
liiH past successes tended tQ dissipate such a belief,
and if ho (succeeds tliia time do one can deny him
liia meed of applause. Altogether, my impression
in that with nucli evidences of success an inventor
liku him would not be satisfied with half success."*

BROOKLYN TAX SALES.

IIOW YILEY AKE CONDUCTED AND HOW THST
AFFECT TUK PBOPEliTX AND THE PU1>

CHASKIiit lNTEUVIi.W WITH BEOI8TBAB

o'kekpfe EKOAUDINO THE ABliEAliAOES Of

1S73.
Tlio financial difficulties of Brooklyn, with her

$ 14.000,OUO arrearage.! in taxes, and the methods of
various kinds advocated tor her relief, ore attractinggeneral atteution. Other cuius, iu the hope of
gaining knowledge for their own relief, are eagerly
awaiting the result of tho impending tax sale, whicb
Kegistrar of Arrears Michael O'K.-effe has ordered.
Iu order t j obtain Air. O'Keoffe's views on the subject,and the reasons for ordering such sale when the
general feeling of the taxpayers was in opposition
to it, a reporter yesterday visited that gentleman
at his office. Ue was glad, he said, to ba
afforded an opportunity to explain the reasons of
his courso and the methods by which he proposed
or hoped to relieve the finances of the city. After m
few preliminary questions Mr. O'Keeffe called for
such papers as ho desired from his subordinates,
and after he hail made a brief study he was asked by
the reporter :."Uavu you ordered a sale for the arrearsof 1873?"

"Yes,*' replied Mr. O'Keeffe. "My reason for orderingthe sale is that the taxpayers are considerablyiu arrears, a number of years, and the lav
directs tho sale. Th* question of expenso was the
first thing taken into consideration, and I had a conferencewith tho Mayor and newspaper proprietor*
in reference to the rate of advertising. They decidedto accept 50 cents.one-half the former rate.
for each parcel or lot for each paper. For which
amount tliey agree to publish the list for thraa
months and to use every endeavor to put it into tha
hands of citizeus at large."

TUB XXTZNT OF TUE BALK.
"How many parcels will be included in the sal*

for 187UV"
"About live thousand parcels. The actual cost of

tho -ale, including advertising, pamphlets and all,
will be about fil.UOO, as against the last salo, which
took place in 187J, which cost nearly $29,000."

"Will the sale improve the condition of affairs?"
"That wiil only be known from the result of tha

sale, depending, as it does, entirely upon the amount
ot the receipts. We have been called on by several
persons who say they will invest."
"Have the arrearages been reduced to any marked

degree during the past year?"
"They have beeu, in some instances, paid regularly,ttie amount received during the year ending

November 30, 1879, being $1,788,229 08, an amount
somewhat less tliau during the two previous years.
i'or 1877 the amount received was $2,297,080 92, and
for 1878 the amount was $2,287,472 77. The year 1B78
thus shows a decrease over 1877 of $9,008 15, and
1879 of $508,851 84. The reason of this decrease, in
my estimation, is that every taxpayer has been expectingsome legislation that would relieve him of
some of his taxes. People are coming in every day
and asking what legislation will be taken, and saying
that tuey would not pay until something was done.
"Will you continue the tax sales for the years in

arrears until the limit prescribed by the law is
reached?"
"That is the proposition at present. If it pays tha

city to do it, which will be determined by the outcomeof the present sale, and possibly by the action
that tho Legislature may tako during the coming
session."
"What will the city do with tho parcels that do

lit./l nutai/Ia nniv>hadAi>ii_hl(l tham in a.a liMPiiin.

"No. The idea In that tlie city will not purchase
uuy 111ore, but will allow tlie sale* to remain open
lor outside buyer* or the payment of the arrearages,
l'be city never issued a warrant for the payment of
tax soiu purchases, and tuero has been 110 money
raised in the budget fur that purpose. The certificatesof indebtedness issued by the city on the arroarageshave boon issued on the call of tlie 1 reasurerto meet the outstanding obligations tor which
the taxes had beeu laid on the property in arrears."

OFKCTS or THB SALJ£.
"What, then, wi.i be the effect of the sale on the

property V"
"The only effect will bo that the law ordering such

sale lias been complied with. If a parcel is purchasedby an outsider under the provision* of tha
law tho owner will be allowed the privilege of redemptionat uuy time withiu two years, the party
purchasing being bound to notify the owners. If
the property be not so redeemed the purchaser
obtains a leuso lor the term o( years at which he
purchased. Tho terms of sale are that the parcel is
to be sold to the party taking it tor the shortest term
of years tor the amount of arrearages accruing
dur ng the year for which the sale is held. Tba
money is paid over to the city within forty-eight
hours, and the arrearage, so far aa the city is concerned,is wiped out. Should the money not be paid
wiihiu the torty-eight hour* the salo la void, and
the property must be included in the next sale."
"What is the average term of the lcaaes executed

under these sales?"
"Of late, loo years. In former times they sold for

1,000 and even lor 10,000 years."
How is property redeemed by the ownorsT"

"Alter the term of two years has expired and tha
loose hue beeu taken out by the purchaser they
cannot redeem iroiu the city, but must go to tha
purchaser and make u bargain with him. The purchatter,if this is pot done withiu six months thereafter,can apply to the courts, and by summary
proceeding* obtain possession of the parcels ha
had purchased ut the tax Bale."
"How are tax purchasers affected by subsequent

sales?"
"A subsequent sale cuts oil all pnor sales, so that

a man who purchases for one year's arrearages must
purchase at the next sale, and so on: it is absolutely
necessary to follow each purchase up. A new lease
cuts oil the old one, bocause it has beeu allowed to
go to sale again. It is necessary, therefore, for
man once in the business to keep in it, as the parcelspurchased naturally accumulate ou their bauds,
especially in estates where there are minor hairs
anil it tnkes years to settle tho estate."
"Are tbero no other methods of obtaining the

arrearages?"
"Several <iave beeu tried. Tho seven per cent penaltywas tried instead of tlfteeu per cent, but tba

very men who obtuiuod the passage of the law did
not pay their arrearages under its provisions. The
present law was arranged to assist the city in this
mutter, bat it has only hail the cffcct oi inducing a
foiling off iu the payments."

THE MKAVIKgr ASbKiVtMKirTS.
"In what wards are tho heaviest arrearages for a»

geMtinculs laid?"
"The greater amounts of assessments are In or

touching portions of the followingThe Sixth,
Ninth, ienth, Twenty-second, l wout.v-third,Twentyfourthana Twehtv-tilth wards iu the Western District,and tho Thirteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth,
Kn;liteentli and Nineteenth wards in the Eastern
District; no that it will be seeu thoy aro not *11 in the
outlying ward*."

"Will a compromise with some of the owner* aid
them or benedi the city in the matter?"
"Any such roun d) as a compromise hi a question

of law. W<> are now engaged iu getting up a report
or statement sliow.ng all tliu property that n entirelyoverloaded anil covered by taxes, assessments
and water rates, which will b« ready ahortly, and
wnl aliow iu detail every »uch encumbrance on each
parcel and proportion of arrearages to the as-eased
va.uoof tho property. Thin statement will furnish
the groundwork lor tho legislation that may be con*
sidercil necessary."
"What is tho total amount of arrearages on Brook*

lyn property to-day?"
On tlie 30th of November ult., it was $14,144,090 07,

as follows:.
Taxes $8,107,134 43

Water rates (Wtf.rtao 34
Assessments 3,3vl4,369 13
iSa.es to city unredeemed.
estimated. $2,000,000 00

Lush collections 1,757,171 00

Ualanco 24J.8-J* ofl
AddlS per ccnt default 1,843,14*4 18

3,087.971 1$

Total $14,146,097 07
At tlie close of tho lutorvlcw the goneral plan of

the report wis explained. Kacli sheet will show at ft
. lance the amount of property in arrears in each
block or group of blocks in any particular ward.

KOllBED BY A HIGHWAYMAN.

Max Metterliter, on his way to lila home. No.
Harrison street, early yesterday morning, wai

assaulted at the corner of Hudson and Harrison
streets by an unknown man. who knocked him un.
conscious to the pavement. When he recovered h«
fouud that ills watch, valued at $75, was missing.
At tlie Chambers street Hospital the surgeons found
that his nose Had oeen broken by the highwayman'*
blow. Detectives are »esrcliiiig for tha robber oa
the description iuruished by MstUrllUr,


