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AMUSEMENTS TO-DAY AND EVENING,

ACADEMY OF MUSIC—Ginxors's CoLusnia MaviNee
ABERLE'S=TixA, Tie Mink Vexpen. Muatinos
NIBLO'S GARDEN—HrAurd o Srise.  Matineo.
STANDARD THEATRE—Puixcxas Toro. Matince.
WALLACK'S—OLn Huiva Axp Youns Hraurs, Matinos,
GRRMANIA THEATRE—DN® Nione pes MILLIONAKKS
FIFTH AVENUE—H. M, & Pixaror Matinee.

UNTON SQUARE THEATRE—Fruscit Frars. Matinos.
ABBEY'S PARK—Furmz 15 Inetann, Matinea.

DALY'S ‘l‘llEA'I'BE-—All.\nux_Nlcnr. Maotineo.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE—Buoraxa vax, Matines,
NEW YORK AQUARIUM—Uxctx Tow's Camy. Matines
NEW YORK CIROUS—Huxrry Dunery. Muklnce.
BROADWAY OPERA HOUSE—SrtRaTEgisTs. Matinoe,
THALIA THEATRE—Dkr Veukavrrs Scanar. Matloes.
TONY PASTOR'S THEATRE—Vantery. Matinoe.

BAN PRANCISCO MINSTRELS—Matines
COMTQUE—=MULLIGAN Guanny' Unkisraas, Matinee,
KOSTER & BIAL'S CONCERT HALL,

ABBOCIATION HALL—JUBiLKE: SINGERS

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN—WaLRING Matom.
BROUKLYN ACADENY OF MUSIC—FPixarore
BROOKLYN PARK THEATRE—Tuk Graniaron. Matince.

HAVERLY'S THEATRE, BROOKLYN—My PintsER.
Matiues.
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The probabilities are that the weather in New
York and ils vivinity to-day will be cold and partly
clovdy, possibly with spow in the early portion,
Jallowed by cleuring and colder weather,  To-mor-
rone il will be very cold and elear.

1870,

‘WarL Srreer YesTERDAY.—Stocks were very
dull, but business was done at a warked ad-
vanee in prices.  Money on call closed at 5 per
vent aiter ruling st 7 and lending as high as
1-16 per day premium, It is thonght the loan
market was manipulated by the “bears.” Gov-
srnuients were very strong, Btate securities
dull' and railways eomparatively netive and
very buoyaut.

THAT SxoWFALL of forty-eight hours ago was
most viciously moist.

‘Two Mex walked on railroad tracks yester-
day; both leave fumilies to mourn their logs.

Now Wi PeorLe Bror singing “Pinafore”

at other people! A man was shot yesterday for
this offence.

Houpeus o Gas 8rock refuse to be fright-
ened by Edison's discoveries. So long as meters
are used the business is safe,

A Fionr for money, between a dog and a
man, is reported {rom St. Louis, and still
worse, that the dog instead of the muan was
killed. :

Tor Urrows Rammroan in which the Alder-
meu tuke such tender interest is apparently to
be shelved by itself until o similar Board can be
obtuined.

Tur Deaprock between the Mayor's office
sud the Aldermanic chamber is partly ex-
plaived in another column, and not in & way
creditable to republicans,

Tue Gracervn Bears and hilarions bulls
made merry at the Stock Exchange yesterday,
und they could afford it, for they have not
known a better season in yours.

Tue GomussioNens of Charities and Correce-
tiou, warned, perbaps, by the results of the
Bellevue  Hospital fire, ask faeilities for
promptly gettiug firo cugines to any of the
institutions on the islands, sbould they be
needed,

Tue Burcran who assaulted General Hen-
drickson’s servants wuauts to kuow what else
be eould have done. Why, kept out of other
people’s houses, of course. Nobody sympa-
thizes with a man'who commits one wrong to
Lide another,

AxoTRER CoLLisioN between steamboat and
sailing craft, nnd each side says the other is to
blume. The next statue of “Innocence” should
be wodelled after o skipper from New York,
although ferryboat pilots might be eligible as
huuts concerning the proper thing.

Ir T Sovri really feels pleasantly disposed
toward the North, let South Carvelina tell New
York bow she manuged to get off with a thirty-
days session of her Legislature. It s true that
we are told that mueh unwise legislation took
placo, but the same thing invariably happens at
Albany, no matter how Joug the session muy be,

As T Covxsen of an owner of o James
sireet den dbelarcs that o robbery, such ws o
soldier was the vietim of on Wednesday night,
wight ocenr in any saloon, it is time for the au-
thorities to suppress sich plnces. Thero is no
peed or exense for the existence of saloons
where vile women and bullica menaco life and
property.

Tue Weamnien.—~The centre of disturbanee
that was over the central valleys, ns stated in

yosterday's Huravp, doveloped energy as it ap-
pronched the lower luke regions, ‘The gradi-
ents for northerly aud northwesterly winds
became very steep throughont the Northwest,
owing to the rapid sdvanee of the arvea of high
baromoter from that region. The zone of low

pressiure now lies along the Atlantie coast dis-
tricts from the Galf of Mexico to Nova Beatin,
except over Florida, where the northern margin
of the high zone moved porthwoard during
the early portion of the day. Rein fell
thronghout  the  Middle amd SBonth Atlantio
Btates aurld the central valleys, while snow s
reported from the upper Inke regions. Clenr
wenther prevails in the Northwest., The tem-
perature has fallen in ol the districts execept
nlong the Atlautio eoust wnd in the lower
lake regions, The winds have been from brisk
to high over the lnkes, brisk to fresh on
tho New England eonsts and lght elsewhere,

The wenther in New York snd its vieinity to-
day will be cold sl partly elondy, possibly
with snow in the early portion, followed by
cleariog and eoldor wenthor, Toanorvow it will
be very cold and cloar,

Christmas ond How the Natioms
Heep It.

As o season of peace and good will Christ-
mas can scarcely be looked upon as a great
guceess this year by those who notice how
the various nations are keeping it. The
Christian spirit of confidence and conces-
sion does mot prevail in the councils of
many nations. The opinion that it is pref-
erable to endure the evils that overwhelm
the vietims of oppression and injustice
father than to contsminate our souls with
the fierce pasgions, the cruelties, the disre-
gard of right, that distinguish the oppres-
sor—this opinion, not generally a dominant
one in the world—seems this year to affect
mankind as little asifthe world were utterly
unregenerate and had mever heard asyl-
lable of that “Bweet story of old when
Jesus was here among men.” It is olearly
not a time of peace on earth and good will
tomen. It is vather a year for the other
translation—*Pence on earth to men of
good will," with the open implication of
war to all the others.

Saven Powers in Europe keep on foot per-
manently, and for a time of pence, three
millions of men in their armies only, and
muintain an organization and enforce laws
which contemplate the sudden addition in
an emergency of two million more; so that
five million soldiers represent practically
the confidence felt by Europe at large—
each State respectively in the good will of
its neighbors. It costs the taxpayers of
Europe annually one thousand millions of
dollars ($1,000,000,000) to keep up the
military organizations and military expen-
ditures of pence, which is certainly a very
liberal insurance against the possibleill will
or the ambitious designs of the sovereigns
beyond the frontigr, Everybody rememn-
bers how Europe, and our dear friends in
England particularly, poured out very
rivers of crocodile tears over the awful
waste of onr war, and over the bad political
system which ocould not put down u rebel-
lion without leaving the nation burdened

with an enermous debt, Well, our war

lasted four yenrs, and the round outline of
the debt at the end of the war was about
four thousand million dollars. Europs
spends just that amount in every four years
of its existenca. We spent our taxes and
pledged our oredit; but in eight years of
peace—if Europe shall ever again have eight
years of peace—she will spend, on the basis
of present estimates, as much to be provided
against danger as we spent to go through
it. Finanecially, therefore, the good will in
the world that gives mations a respect from
the support of armies is the best,

But Europe's thousand millions is only
for armies. It does mot include the enor-
mous expenditure for navies. England,
France, Spuin, Italy, Germany, Russia,
Austrin—all these are deep in the trial of
the great problems of the iron-clad game,
the torpedo service, and the strmoture of
gigantiv cannons to be floated on the ar-
mored floating batteries that are now
ealled ships. For every iron-clad that
England builds five or ten schoolhouses
counld be put up, even on the system that
distinguishes our own local school authori-
ties. England bas two hundred and forky-
nine ships in commission, and she pays
overy year for the mere item of wages to
seamen and marines as much as she paid
to the United States to satisfy the American
people for the damage done by the Als-
buma, Fifty-five million dollars is the an-
nual expenditure of England for the opera-
tion of her navy; not to put in a cent for
the original cost of the fabulously expen-
sive war ships, or for interest on that cost.
If that proportion were maintained in all
the countries the navies would coat about
hulf as much as the armies: but no other
nation of those counted has so large a navy
nor so small an army as England. Bat we
may safely add for navies twenty-five per
cent of what is spent for armies. Twelve
hundred and filty million dollars annually
is the price that the people of Europe pay
for their want of confidence in the Chris-
tian theory of life, And yet they pay to
have that theory systematically taught.
France, for instance, gives eleven million
dollars yenrly to the churches. BShe trusts
in God to the amount of $11,000,000; she
keeps her powder dry to the amount of
$100,000,000.

England, the most ostentatiously Chris-
tian of the nations, has the smallest army
of all, but does not on that sccount come
substantially nearer to the practice in
her relations with other peoples of that
self-denial and regurd for the rights of
those with whom she deals whiech some-
times enables nations to live without
armies. Her cnmpaign in Zululand and her
advance into Afghanistan are the types of
her wars, for in these modern times she
does not trust her troops on any battle field
opposite to thowe of any one of the great
military Btates; but’in pure greed of land,
in absolute worship of the mummon of
trade, she strikes in to conquerany eountry
she wants, provided only it 18 inhabited by
u people feebler than her armies and whom
she may butcher with present impunity.
That is the actual practice of the Btate
that has deluged the world with cant about
Christian charity, But while the nations
of Europe stsnd toward one another, not
in the remotest degree animated by any
Chrigtion spirit, but in the sttitude of
armod combatants who jealously wateh each
ather's slightest motion, the attitude of
the governments toward their people and
the people toward the government, and the
classes of the people toward ome another,
las searcely more confidence or good will
in it in any one nation. In Russia & great,
encrgetie, inteliigent people, appalled by
the spectaclo of the hopelessness of their
position, and the absolute failure of recog-
nized nystems of administration to give the
penco and justice that every Siate is con-
strueted to guarantee, aspire to a kind of
national suicide, want to plunge all into
that stato of oblivion whick is eownparable
rather to the Nirvana of the Baddhists
than to any ideal presented by Christian-
ity.

In Germany socialism, in France, Bpain
and ltaly the communistic fury, and in
Dritain the ery of ruge ihat now rises from
Ireland, are the equivalents of the nihillstic
revolt, though ench in a trifle less mad and
less justifiable than that. Isthere no char-

ity auywhere? Oceans of it. In the city

of Paris alone one hundred and fifty thou-
sand persons are fed by charity every day.
In the city of London the average number
is never below that, and in this, 08 an ex-
tremely bad year, it is likely that the nnm-
ber there will be doubled before the winter
runs out. If we tuke the several eapitals
of Europe together, excluding Constantino-
ple, they contain at least a million people
who could not at this season live
on from doay to day but for the
pittance of food that is doled ont
to them from public institutions or from
the open hand of private beneveolence.
There is charity enough. But who is re-
sponsible for the state of all these wretched
people who live uponit? Through what vice
or fault or ill.contrivance in the machinery
of nociety is it that all these widows and
orphans and decrepit ones are made de-
pendent for life upon the sympathy of
others? It is wellthat there is such charity,
and in its existence the Christian spirit
shines, Buta more practical Christisnity
would go behind the returns, would apply
its remedies ot the source of the evil and
correct thot gross spirit of greed —that hard
battle of life in whioh these fevbler ones
are trampled down ; stay those tremendous
currents of national extravogance in armies
which make the struggle for mere exist-
ence so severe and the starvation of hun-
dreds of thousands of poor inevitable.

Can Christianity do that? Can the Chris-
tinn churches change the mood or spirit of
nations or affect the ideas of those upon
whom it fulls to direot the destinies of
nations? Has not that Church, on the con-
trary, lost what influence it ever had of
thut Jarge kind that could change the tem-
per of nations and sway the poliey of gov-
ernments, and is it not rather the ally of
those who prey upon the people than the
asdvocate and comforter of, the people?
Christ tried to set the religions spirit above
the religious machinery ; love and good
will above the tithes and the temple and
the grand paraphernalia of worship ; bat in
the struggle between these two the re-
ligious machinery is domjnant as the world
stands to-day, and is a gorgeous but empty
shell.

The Great Commotion in Maine.

It is said that violent storms purify the
atmosphere. The meteorology (if such an
application of the word is pardonable) of
the moral and the political world eonveys o
similar trnth, Every person who has spent
much time in reading the livea of eminent
saints oan recall numeroug instances in
which they have owed their conversion
to their sense of shame, alarm and
horror on finding that their pas-
sions had hurried them into sins of
which they had not deemed themselves
capable, This strang recoil does not, in.
deed, take place in natures which have be-
come steeped in iniguity, but only in those
which have not become hardened. The
samé principle operates on & larger scale
than isolated individual experience. The
wonderful spread of Christianity in
the first centuries is attributed by
historiana to o stroog momal revelt
against the hideoms corruption which
permeated Romun society, It was
like establishing sanitary regulations!in
cities decimated by pestilence when-
physical salvation is felt to depend mpon
them. Itis to the plagues by which Europe
wos scourged in the Middle Ages that
modern cities are indebted for the drainage
and oleanliness which make wholesale
visitations of that kind so infrequent. 11t
seems to be in the order of Providence that
men’s vices and imprudences should thus
become their instruectors.

There is a political cancer which has been
for the last two or three decades eating out
the core of our free popular instilulions,
and if the general heart of the people'is
yot sound what is mow taking place in
Maine may be productive of a wholesome
renction, But the ease of Maine cannoi
be considered alome. The ulcer which
bresks out upon one part of the
body is the symptom of a bad state
of the blood. It is of little use to cauterize
that particular ulcer unless the ocorrupt
humors from which it proceeds are purged
out of the systéem. There were similar
political ulcers in Louisiana and other
Southern Statea just after the Presidential
election. We bope these ugly and recur-
ring symptoms may serve a useful purpose
by proving the necessity of a radieal cure
of tho disease,

The case of Lounisiana in 1876 and that
of Maine in 1879 are parallel. There has
not, indeed, been in Maine wholesale frand
and perjury such ns were prictised in Lou-
isinna, but in both oases the will of the
people has been overborne by tho officials
intrusted with the duty of counting the
votes. Although the offence is less aggra-
vated in Maine it happens to have been
committed by the other political party.
“*The boot is on the otherleg,” which makes
a great difference in the republican ssnse
of the emormity of the manmuvre. When
the republican bull gored the democratic
ox it was thought a trivial matter and was
rather enjoyed ne a clever plece of politieal
sirategy. But now, when it is the demos
cratie bull that gores the republican ox,
the republican party flames up with a burn.
ing sonse of outrage, and oven ministers of
the Gospel stand up in their pulpits and
ndvise & resort to force, ‘‘Offences must
needs come,” says a high authority; and if
thero wns destined to be a new trouble of
this kind we are not sorry that republicans
are the sufferers. Thoy have now an op-
portunily to “kmow how it is them-
selves,”

It is nlleged thal for every instance of the
rejoction of republican votes by Governor
CGarcelon and his Conneil there are prece-
dents by the republican Governor and
Couneil in 1877. We do not know whoether
this is true to the extent alleged, but, so
far as it is true, it proves that both jarties
in Maino have put the same construetion
on the election laws of the Btate, DBut
shiarp practice on one side I no justificn-
tion of sharp practice on the other. The
fnct that both parties have operated in
this way, not only in different paris
of the rdountry, but in Muaine itself,
shows how pervading s the disease,
and demonstrates the necessity for
o thorough remedy. Honorable men of
both pazties should be aroused to the

enormity of such practices. Any amount
of inflammatory agitation in Maine which
stops short of metual violence will have a
good effeet in fixing publie attention upon
a grave evil, Honest and fair elections lie
at the foundation of our institulions.
When the voice of the people, as exprassed
through the ballot box, ceases to control
the choice of public officers the Ameriean
Republic will have been subverted. Let
us hope that the evils now so loudly com-
plained of will work their own cure by in-
gpiring the country with a sense of the
perils which attend the pollution of politi-
cal power in its sources,

o

¥ Proet D ds to Earth.
Siudying the stars is a very frigid ocen-
pation. Jupiter and all the rest of the
heathen deities used to descend to earth to
warm themselves. Professor Proctor also
geis into o heat now and then about ter-
restrial concerns, This morning he takes a
turn ot the New York Lack system in a
letter whiech we print in another column.
He thinks he understands the planetary
system nnd the cometary system, but the
New York hack system passes his compre-
hension. 8o it does ours. He asks
for information on the subjéet und
we cannot give it. We hope he will con-
tinune his rescurches Into this interesting
topic and if he asecertains any principle
which governs the New York hack system
let us know what it is, ‘T'hiere is a great
mass of city ordinances to which this sys-
tem theoreticully should conform, but
somehow it does not. On paper it is per-
fect, but in practice itis as irregular as a
shower of shooting stars. Phaeton in the
sun's chariot was quite as safe as & passen-
ger in an ordinary New York hack, and the
vehiclp probably was cleaner. We con-
gratulate Professor Proctor that he got off
with sound limbs end an unimpaired
pocketbook from the clutches of the touts
and back drivers to whom he ineautiously
intrusted himself last Satuyday evening. He
inquires howthey manage to esoape kicking
by passengers aggrieved like himself. We
can answer that question. In the first
place it would be unlawful, and nnother
renson ie because, with a few respectable
exceptions, they constitute one of the most
robust and ruffianly bodies of men in this
community, sand kicking them would bens
dangerous practice for anybody excepta
professional pugilist, For furtherinforma-
tion we respeetfully refer Professor Prootor
to His Honor, Mayor Cooper, the chief execu-
tive officer of the city of/New York, who is
sworn to the duty of enforoing all the muni-
cipal ordinances, those regulating hacks in-
cluded, to the best of his ability, thongh
we should regret to measure the ability of
any of our Mayors for thirly years past by
their success in this branch of business,

Nutional Hymms.

Mr, P. 8, Gilmore, the well known muai-
cal conductor, will to.dsy give the first
public performance of his new anthem,
“Columbia,” and as he announces that the
music and words are the results of direoct in-
spiration a publie that has seen’or heard
little of inspired origin in late years will
probably erowd curiously to the Academy.
With the respect that is due to in-
spirntion Mr, Gilmore has taken oare
‘that the musioc shall be rendered by
a composite orchestra that may safely be
called the finest that New York hna
over known, while eminent vocalists will
sing the words; the anthem will there-
fore have every opportunity that its
composer—or human medinm—oan de.
sire, and it is not impossible that it
may achieve Mr. Gilmore's darling hope
and become America's national anthem.
Certainly it has no strong competitors.
“Hail, Columbia” has never been able
by its words and music to enter the
hearts of the people; the wdrds of the
“Star-Spangled Banner" commemorate s
special occasion instead of embodying
a national sentiment, while “Yankee
Doodle,” althvugh fully naturslized and a
great favorite, is a foreigner—even o Brit.
isher. Twenty years ago all of these airs
were suddenly displaced by the old camp
meeting air to which the song *John
Brown's Body" was fitted, but the air that
stirred millions of hearts so poweriully for
several years has practically retired to the
depths of individual memories. Mr. Gils
more, therefore, has, if not a clear fleld,
at least a better chance than any of his
predecessors who have made similar at
tempts, and he could not ask for fairer
judges than he will find in this most cos-
mopolitan yet most patriotio city of Amer-
iea. y

The Scanmells on Third Avenme.

The third brother of the notorious Scan-
nell family shot his man yesterday in s
Third avenue barroom. We do not know
liow many more brothers remain to dis-
tinguish themselves, but shooting or being
shot with platols in disreputable haunts on
Third avenue appears to be a family
propensity, with all the Beannells. Our
report is mot clear whother the
place where this last tragedy ocourred
wans n “hotel” within the construction
of the Excise Commissioners, 'There
ure few streel crossings along Third avenue
free from just such nuisances on ome or
more of the cormers, where dangerous
charaoters resort who would quite as soon
think of venturing abrosd without shoes
and stcokings as without a slungshot ora
pistol. The police say that thess places
cause thom much ‘‘solicitude.” We beg to
assure the polico that their own negligenoce
to suppress them canses still more solicl
tude in the neighborhoods where they ters
rify orderly inbabitants and depreciate the
value of property for blocks around.

ForeMmthers and Evolution.

Mr. Qurtis was quite right when he said
at the New England Boociety's dinner that
were the enrly colonists now alive they
would be just such mon as their desoend-
ants are, He might have trathfully re-
versed the terms of his statement snd snid
that had we lived iwo and & half centuries
ago we would have been exactly such men
ne onr anoestors, whether these were New
Kogland Puritans, Southern ocavaliers or
New Amsterdam burghers. Wero any of
us, even at this late day, persecuted for
our religion's suke, we wounld probe
ably become as marrow sud bigoted oa

the Puritans. But were the old New Eng-
landers now alive- they would have no
excuse for self-seclusion; they would be
unable to have their own way about every-
thing, and therefore would escape the arro-
gance that the sense of power seems fo
breed in every man; their quick wits would
be brightened by that attrition of  other
and different wits which was impossible in
their day, but is compulsory in ours. Like
all of their descendants, and every other
American's, they would want to know
abount ‘everything that is going on, so
they would have mo time for officious in-
termeddling with their neighbor's affairs,
Were any of the original Paritans alive
they would probably hurry to New York,
08 80 many of their descendants have done,
with an eye on the main chanoe ' They
would moke a great deal of money, throw
some of it away in Wall sireet, dress ac-
cording to the latcst fashions, go to the
opera in wioter and to Coney Island in
snmmer, listen respeotfully to good ser-
mons and swear inwardly ot poor ones,
regard Quokers and Baptists and their
other one-time abominations as ‘first rate
fellows, and never think of witcheratt ex-
cept when they fell in love. In short, they
would be exactly what we are, and for pre-
cisely the same reasons,

garly so calisd by the non-sthnological people of the
United Statea, s

Henator Hoscoo Conkling is at the Fifth Avenue
Hotel, \

Secrotary Sherman returns to Wasbington this
moruing.

spurgeon is st Ment very dep
and his conditfon excites some anxiety,

Quoen Vietoria is supposed to hsve got chilled on
the day she sttended the funeralof her lato hesd
koepor, Grant,

Colopel J. B. Eods, wiio built the juttics, has
arrived from Europe, and left last evenlug for his
home in St. Lodls. J

It in wald by some physicisns that tho best milk
for children is (romw cows of the Island of Jersoy;
but it ought to be wotersd sbout oue-third, sud a
good anthority says that lime water, prasgribed by s
competent physiofan should be wdded, - J

Londoy, World:—+*Adolina Putt is now free to sing
in Paris or saywhere sho likes, Bbo pald the
Marquis de Caux 1,000,000f., snd ls now adver-
tised to appoar at the Galetd, in Paris, on the 14th of
Fobruary pext, The performances begin with ‘La
Traviata," "

In appointing Mr. Ebeneger D. Bassott, who war
United States Minlater to the Republlc of Haytl fos
nine years, Consul at this port, with & salary of
$6,000 & year, Prasident Baloman wrote;—*Iy em
bracing you and scparsting mysolf from you upon
the whart st Port au Prince I took within myself the
engagemoent to call you to the post of Consul ol
Huyti ot Now York if some day I should come to be
the chivf magistrate of my country. It is, then,
with nppiuess that to-day I fulfil this engugemeont,
apd I thunk God for . -

Wo fipd from theco ) co recoutly pub-
lahed respecting the Roview that Henry
B ham and ‘I'h B. Macuulay were at deadly

i fu

pirita,

Was Bodom Destroyed by Met *

The progressive stages.of historical oriti-
cism are nmong the ouriosities of the age.
It may be broadly stuted that the older
historiane believed and the later doubted.
What had been stated os fact wins sharply
divided inkto myth and probable faot. To
the former were releguted those legendary
tales where the grandiose, fantastio and
superbuman predominated. 1f the story
did not square with the knowledge of the
period it was called myth. But as knowl.
edge widens the reconstruotive historian
tokes his place. He peers into the misty,
recerses of the past with earnest gnze, not
satisfiod Lhat its legends and traditions are
ull mere romunces, invented by the idle for
pastime or by ounning priests and kings
for selfish enda, They delve with the
spade like Layard and Behliemann ; they
search through forgoiten records of human
speech like Rawlinson snd Miiller ; they
measure far distaut dates by elaborate as-
tronomical calculations, and so they recon-
strnet, While the voysges of Jason, the
storiza of Homaer, the lost Atlantis of Plato
are given more solid form, the superhuman
elements in them are presented in a differ-
ent light, They are no longersupernatural.
The glamour of compelling gods and inter-
ceding goddeases gives place to the glow of
the great forces of mature, or the glare of
bheroic but simply buman deeds. 'The
events themaelves recede under this seien-
tific sorutiny to ages still more remote,
What the first historians agglomerated in
the dramatio legend of an epoch of uncer-
tain but not great remoteness, and which
the doubting historinns rejected for its over
completeness of detail and arrangement,
the reconstyuctive historisn discerns as
the broidered or ocorrnpted narrative of
events perhaps ages apart, nnd all renching
back into the eycles of time before man had
made a single written sign,

Of course the Bible lhas been the
study of the two orders of critics of his-
tory. In the last century *‘progressive"”
tl.ughtrejected in scorn the cosmogony of
the Old Testament along with its inspira-
tion. Then what achild's story they
thought the Deluge, how they laughed ot
the builders ol Babel and scoffed at the fire
from heaven which destroyed the cities of the
plain! But the story of a great Asisn cat-
aclysm in far off ages, borne out by writ-
ingsnot at all inspired, becomes more and
more of & certainty, thauks to the Assyri-
ologists, and in the confusion of tongues is
traced the story of the parentage and
lingual differentiation of » gfeat, world-
conquering race. )

Professor Prootor's letter on denth-denl-
ing meteorites in Tuesday's Hrmiro sug-
gests that science may ‘‘naturalize” the de-
struction of Sodom. If either his computa-
tion that one person in every four hundred
years may be, or the statement that nine
persons in the last nine centuries have been
killed by meteorites is demonstrable the
natural basis for such s calamity is estab-
lished. And what has happened once may
happen again. Remember how the atmo-
sphere as the earth speeds through space at
over eleven hundred miles to the minute
would heat any dense bodies passing
through it. Bays Genesis:—

The sun was risen U the carth when Lot en-
tored {uto Zonr, Then Lord rained upon Sodom
mmommmmmm tho Lord out

van,

Tradition would mot scon lose sight of
such » terrible story ss is here indicated.
Would not piety at length give the legend
of o natural catastrophe like this a great
personal impulse from on high, and make
it poiot to the distant after ages, when
writing began, & moral of wickedness pun-
ished ?

The Imterveeaniec Ruilroad Flanm.

Oaptain James B. Eads narrates to-day
the dotalls of his scheme for an interoceanic
ship railroad with eight or ten parallel rails
and with o lock at ench end of the route.
It appesrs to be substantially the plan
which has long been advoeated by Dr. Will«
fam F. Channing, of Providence, the son of
the celebratod Unitarian divine, Just be-
fore the meoting of the Paris Congress last
summer Dir. Channing wrote an exposition
of his design, which had an extensive cirou-
Iation inthe press, The chief difference bo-
tweoen it and Captain Eads' consisted in its
proposal of stationary engines to hoist the
truoks laden with the ships up steep in«
elines, The respectable anthority of Mr.
Edward J, Reid, formerly chief eonstractor
of the British navy and designer since of
iron-clad ships of war for the German,
Turkish and some other governments, is
oited by Captain Eads in favor of the rail-
rond project. Mr, Reid passed through the
United Btates some months agoin a journey
to Japan, where he was iuvited by the
Mikndo for consultation on matters per-
taining to the navy.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

[ ——

Goneral Bhorman uluﬂb'-mm"l.n-
day.

The London Esaminer says that & German is no
more & “Dutohman’ than he s & Dane, though vul-

issuc, Each regarded, or protended to rogard, she
other un u bore of the largest culibre. The convern
sation of great talkers, such as they, may fairly be
likened o tho anscoudp (thoy were bores of the or
der boa constrictor) maintaining its lifoby crusbing
out the lifo from ethers; but thero are those who,
without the powors of & Macaulay or s Brougham,
sook equally to sbsorb all couversatlon., The tulk
of such men is compared more auitably to the octos
pus, which, by absorbing lifo fromt others, main.
tains existence, but an existenco so valueless thas it
can searcely bo called life. There in soarcely s club
in the world which han notits octopus, but nod
every soclal gathoring haas ite ansconds,

Tho moon bas given sstronomers so much infor-
mation about the earth, telling them tho earth's
true sizo (though Newton did not believe her until
Pioord’s messurements showed he was right), her
true shope, snd so forth, that we must not bs sur-
prised to find astronomers frying to learn some-
thing about Mare from his emsil sttendants, Deimos
and Phobos, The groat mathematiolsn, John Couch
Adams, has taken this subject in hand, The come
prossion of the globe of Mars is as yet unkhown.
The beat observers have obtained results differing
very widaly inter se, Now, the moons of Mars, if
otly they are carefully observed for a sufficiontly
long time, will enable sstronomers to ascertain the
true shape of the planet and oven (marvellous to
relate) to determine some points respectivg the '
planet’s intornal structure. We' ocan oasily detere
niine what should bo the ohangé prodnced in the
position of the planes in whieh the moons travel if
tho sun's disturbing force were alone a work. Bud
the compression of the planet’s globe would"
modify this result, snd peoulisritice
the internal stenocture of the planet would slée’
have their effoct. Unfortunstoly it seems unlikely
that within the next contury or so the moons of
Mars will supply deinite wformation on these and
kindred subjecta; for the ghnages themsdlves are ox-
cosdingly small and take plsce very slowly, whils'
sho observations by whish' they are to be detor,
mined are exceedingly @Soult. Incommon fairs'
pess to the Martisa moons It should ba mentioned
that within s very sfort time of thele discovery they
to.d sstronomers tho muas of Mars' which before
hod beon but unsstistactorily determited by noting
tho dissurbances he produces on other plancta, s’
comot or two, and so forth. There is only one tele-
scope, by the way, on tha other sids of tho Atlsutio
which has shown botH "Phbbos and Delmos this
year—namely, Mr. Common's fino throe-foot ro-
fleotor, describod by Mr. Nelvon, 1n an artiole quoted
in the Pupular Science Monthly, an the most powerful
tolescope in the world. Thé twelve and thres-quarter
inch reflector at Greenwich hay ahown Delmos, the
outer fatallite, which proves that the satellite is not
so difficult an object as had been supposed,

A RELIC OF SLAVERY.,

SUIT BY AN EX-SLAVE WOMAN AGAINST THAR
ESTATE OF HER OWNER AND PATHER ¥OR'
BERVICES—INTEEESTING POINTS OF LAW,

Wasiungron, Doo, 24, 1879,

A cage involving eoma novel points of law has jush
becu submitted in brief in the Bupreme Court. I8
comes on & writ of error from the Cirouis Qourt of the
Eastern district of Arksosas. In November, 1878,
thore died in Chicot county, in that Stete, one Elisha
Worthington, who had baon before the war o rich

laveholding plaut hose woalth was estimated sé
$5600,000, A. short time after his desth snit wea
vrought by Martha W, Mason, a colored womaa, to
recover tho sum of $100,000 from the administrstors
of Worthington's vstate for services slleged to have
besn rendered sald Worlhington for mauaging his
honsohold affairs for thirteen yoars.

THE FIAINTIFF'S CABK.

having been a slave pi one of his plasteiions; thal
her father, having ug family of his own, troated her
as if sho had been his lawful child, and intrusted her

mattors; that in 18568 he
loge, Ohio, to be oducal ter

several youra she returned voluntarily to
Worthington, with whom sbe contlomed to remasin
until bis doath; that for all thisservico W,

had on many occasions promised to rowsed hop
handsomely in his will, even to the extent of les

bor two -;'t;-n Dl?::g:ll. valued at l::rt timao

an 000, died wuddenly onnn-a
onﬁ'hh pl’l\a-1 and hence sult was brouy

b
i
the Piko, to rocover

pinced
and laws of that Ived the re-
u of master and’ slave previo
tween Colonel Worthington and the plaintiff, the
i wm uover there-
aftor bo claimied or held Ly Colonel Worthington as
his niave in virtae of his ious ownership of her,
Nor did the subsequent return of the AT from
Ubilo to Arkansss affoct hor Iﬂu s & froe womas
nequired under the laws of Ohlo,

THE VENDICT AND

tiff in error, to.

n briaf bo donies all mistarisl sliogsions .
Mason an to suy contract or sgreement or obligation
of sald Worthington to her r-m‘ﬁm
for ro-called services that manue
mission cotld only date from tho repesl or sbro.
gation of the law of the Miate reeo, z

lereln slie waa resldout at the ti
Phlnro! slavery oxisting in Arkansss m.

fusnily heirship, connection, descunt or
Sl et S s equonl maempmion, o
AmAno| on any
:ln“yanﬁ’?g: such right. The Bonator saya, in cons
mv?gn . mnI s complote and thoro eduons
tiop, embracing muaic and drawing dmla
did not free tho slave, under the Arksusas law
that the law of omaneipstion hisd 1o bo pursued,
Tho case is much comment snd
discussion.
POLICY HOLDERS “PROTEOTED.”
Cuicano, 1L, Deo. 24, 1670,
In the Uniled States Distriet Court this morning
Judge Blodgott Aimmissed the petition of Cook, as-
slgnes in bankrupiey of the Protective Life Insur
nnes Company, for an assessment upon sboud siz-
toen th d polley hold to pay wome sty
denth Josses, amounting to over $524,000, which bad
nevar boon d by the pany, Ho held Lhat
the mutual contribution plan adopted by the com-

pany was an anomalons aund (il one, sud an oxs
poritment onlnide of the beatan pathis of lifo luatrence
snd thoss beneficiarien in whosa behslt the sesess-

ment was suked might woll have antivipated the con-

tingenoy which bes srisen, Tho Court could nok

asnuine 10 make aspeasmatiia, which the ecowm-

y % to havo made, since to do so would be

negui and would mpowse lrun the

hol . mb\{r?;:c“m uru; 1 d
ulvalen "

» 10 the mmm pol
the BU aud the Commareial Leay

compauy.



