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The probabilities are that the weather in New

York and its vicinity to-day will be cold und partly
chrndy, iwsnibhj with vnoic in the early portion,
fallowed by elcurinfj and colder weather. To-niorr<npit teill be very cold and clear.

Wall Street Yesterday..Stocks wore very
dull, but business wan done at u marked advanceiu prices. Money on cull closed at 5 per
sent alter ruling at 7 and lending as high as

1-1(1 per day premium. It is thought the loan
market was manipulated by the "bears." Governmentswere very strong, State securities
dull and railways comparatively active and
very buoyant.
That Snowfall of forty-eight hours ago was

most viciously moist.

Two Men walked on ruilroad tracks yesterday; both leave families to mouru their loss.

Now Will People Stop singing "Pinafore"
at other people) A man was shot yesterday for
this offence.
Holders op Gas Stock refuse to be frighteuedby Edison's discoveries. So long as meters

are used the business iB safe.

A Fight for money, between a dog and a

man, is reported lrom St. Louis, and still
worse, that the dog instead of the man was
killed. "

The Uptown Railroad in which the Aldermentake such tender interest is apparently to
be shelved by itself until a similar lioard can be
obtained.
The Deadlock between the Mayor's office

and the Aldcrmanic chamber is portly explainedin another column, and not in a way
creditable to republicans.
mr. uiiAwt i l i>c.Ai(» unu iiuanous nuns

mode merry at the Stock Exchange yesterday,
and they could ufford it, for they Lave not
known a better season in yours.

Thk Commission Kits ol' (Jhiu-itios and Correction,earned, perhaps, by tbe results of tbo
lkdlevuu Hospital fire, ask facilities for
promptly getting fire eugines to uny of the
institutions on the islands, should they be
needed.
The Hurclar who assaulted General Hendrickson'sservants wants to kuow what else

he conld have done. Why, kept out of other
people's houses, of course. Nobody sympathizeswith a man who commits one wrong to
hide another.

Asothkr Collision between steamboat and
sailing craft, and each side says the other is to
blame. The next statue of "Innocence" should
be modelled alter a skipper from New York,
ulthough ferryboat pilots might be eligible as

hints concerning the proper thing.
Ik thk Soi:tii really feels pleasantly disposed

toward the North, let South Carolina tell New
York how she managed to get oil" with a thirtydayssession of her Legislature. It Is true that
we are told that much unwise legislation took
place, but tbe same thing invariubly happens at
Albany, no matter how long the session may l>e.

As thk Cocxskl of an owner of a James
street den dtclures that a robbery, such as a

soldier was the victim of on Wednesday night,
might occur in any saloon, it is time lor the authoritiesto suppress such place*. There is no

need or excuse lor the existence of saloons
ivhcrc vile women and bullies mcnaco life and
property.
Thk Wkatiikh..The centre of disturbance

that was over the central valleys, as stated in
yesterday's IIeralii, developed energy as it an-

prouchcd the lower lake regions. Tho gradientsfor northerly and northwesterly winds
tiecfime very steep throughout the Northwest,
owing to the rapid advance of the men of high

f barometer from that region. The cone of low
preaauro now lie* along tl»e Atlantic roast districtsfrom tlio Oulf of Mexico to Nova Scot in,
except over Florida, where the northern murgiu
of the high xone moved northward during
the early ]Mirtion of tho day. Kain fell
throughout the Middle and flouth Atlantic
Htates und the central valleys, while snow is
reported from the upper lake regions. Clear
weather prevails in the Northwest. Tho tcinpcraturchas fallen in nil the districts except
along the Atlantic coast and in the lower
lake regions. The winds have hern from brisk
to high over the lakes, brisk to Ircsh ou

the New lCnghmd roasts and light elsewhere.
The weather in New York and its vicinity to-

duy will )»»> colli nud partly cloudy, po*Kihly
with idow in the early portion, followed by
vlcHrlng iind colder weather. To-morrow it will
be very cold tuid clour.

NEW YORK
ChriitMU mm* How tlu Raltoai

K«*p It.

As a season of peace and good will Christinascan scarcely be looked upon as a great
success this year by those who notice how
the various nations are keeping it. The
Christian spirit of confidence and concessiondoes not prevail in the oounoils of
many nations. The opinion that it is pref-
erable to endure the erils that overwhelm
the victims of oppression and injustice
rutlier than to contaminate our souls with
the fierce pastfions, the cruelties, the disregardof right, that distinguish the oppressor.thisopinion, not generally a dominant
one in the world.seems this year to uffeet
mankind as little as ifthe world were utterly
unregenerate and had never heard a syllableof that "Sweet story of old when
Jesus was here among men." It is olearly

" » »> willUUV 11 bliuo U1 pcuuo uu tftim uuu (jwwv* "

to mou. It is rather a year for the other
translation."Peace on earth to men of
good will," with the open implication of
war to nil the others.
Soven Powers in Europe keep on foot permanently,and for a time of peace, three

millions of men in their armies only, and
maintain an organization and onforoe laws
which contemplate the sudden addition in
an emergency of two million more; so that
five million soldiers represent praetioally
tho confidence felt by Europe at large.
cach State respectively in the good will of
its neighbors. It costs the taxpayers of
Europe annually ono thousand millions of
dollars ($1,000,000,000) to keep up the
militury organizations and military expendituresof peace, which is certainly a very
liberal insurance against the possible ill will
or the ambitious designs of the sovereigns
beyond the frontier. Everybody remembershow Europe, and our dear friends in
England particularly, poured out very
rivers of crocodile tears over the awful
waste of our war, and over the bad political
system which could not put down u rebellionwithout leaving the nation burdened
with an enormous debt, Weil, our war

lasted foar years, and the round outline of
the debt at the end of the war was about
four thousand million dollars. Europe
spends just that amount in every four years
of its existenoe. We spent our taxes and
pledged our credit; but in eight years of
peace.if Europe shall ever again have eight
years of peace.she will spend, on the basis
of present estimates, as much to be provided
against danger as we spent to go through
it. Financially, therefore, the good will in
the world that gives nations a respect from
the support of armies is the best.
But Europe's thousand millions is only

for armies. It does not include the enor-
mous expenditure for navies. England,
France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Russia,
Austria.all these are deep in the trial of
the great problems of the iron-olad game,
the torpedo service, and the structure of
gigantic cannons to be floated on the armoredfloating batteries that are now

called 6hips. For every iron-clad that
England builds five or ten schoolhouses
could bo put up, oven on the system that
distinguishes our own local school authorities.England has two hundred und fortynineships in commission, and she pays
every year lor the mere item of wages to
seamen and marines as much as she paid
to the United States to satisfy the Amerioan
people for the damage done by the Alabama.Fifty-five million dollars is the annualexpenditure of England for the operationof bernavy; not to put in a cent for
the original cost of the fabulously expensivewar ships, or for interest on that cost.
If that proportion were maintained in all
the countries the navies would oost about
half as much as the armies; but no other
nation of those counted has so large a navy
nor so small un army as England. But we

may safely udd for navies twenty-five per
ceut of what is spent for armies. Twelve
hundred and filty million dollars annually
is the price that the people of Europe pay
lor their want o1 confidence in the Christiantheory of life. And yet they pay to
have that theory systematically taught.
France, for instance, gives eleven million
dollars yearly to the churches. She trusts
in Qod to the amount of $11,000,000; she
keeps her powder dry to the amount of
§100,000,000.
England, the most ostentatiously Christianof the nations, has the smallest army

of all, but. doo.i not on that aocount come

substantially nearer to the practice in
her relations with other peoples of that
self-denial and regard for the rights of
thoso with whom she deals which sometimesenables nations to live without
armies. Her campaign in Zululand and her
advanco into Afghanistan are the types of
hor wars, for in those modern times she

nnf tviiut ltAv tront\u on anv Kaffla Aol<l

opposite to those of any one of the great
military States; bat'in pure greed of land,
in absolute worship of the mammon of
trade, she strikes in to conquer any country
she wiiii'r, provided only it is inhabited by
u people feebler than her armies and whom
sho may butcher with preuns impunity.
That is the actual practice of the State
that has deluged the world with cant about
Christian charity. But while the nations
of Europe stand toward ono another, not
in tlio remotest degree animated bjr any
Christian spirit, but in the attitude ol
arniod combatants who jealously watch each
other's (.lightest motion, the attitude of
the governments toward their people and
the people toward the government, and tho
classes of the people toward one another,
lias scurcely more confidence or good will
in it in any one nation. In Russia a great,
euergetic, intelligent people, appalled by
tlie spectacle of tho hopclessnoss of their
position, and the absolute failure of recognisedsystems of administration to give the
peace and justice that every State is constructedto guarantee, aspire to ft kind of
national suicide, want to plunge all into
that state of oblivion which is comparable
rather to tho Nirvana of the Buddhists
than to any ideal presented by Christianity.
In Germany sooialism, in France, Spain

and Italy the communistic fury, and in
Britain the cry of rage that now rises from
Ireland, are the eqnlvalents of the nihilistic
revolt, though e.'ich is a trifle less mad and
less justifiable than that. Is there no charityanywhero ? Oceans of it In the city

i
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of Paris alone one hundred and fifty thousandpersons are fed by charity every day.
Iu the city of London the average number
is never below that, and in this, as an extreniolybud your, it is likely thut the numberthere will be doubled before the winter
runs out. If wo tuke the several capitals
of Europe together, exoluding ConstantinoIpie, they coutaiu at least a million people
who could not at this season live
on from day to day bi;t for the
pittance of food that is doled out
to them from public institutions or from
the open hand of private benevolence.
There is charity enough. But who is responsiblelor the state of all theBe wretched
people who live upon it? Through what vice
or fault or ill-oontrivanoe in the machinery
of society is it that all these widows and
orphans and decrepit ones are mada dependentfor life upon the sympathy of
others ? It is welhthat there is such charity,
aud in its existence the Christian spirit
shines. But a more practical Christianity
would go behind the returns, would apply
its remedies art the source of the evil and
oorreot that gross spirit ol greed.that hard
buttle of life in which these feebler ones

are trampled down ; stay those tremendous
curronts of national extravagunoe in armies
whioh make tho struggle for mero existenceso severe and the starvation of hundredsof thousands of poor inevitable.
Can Christianity do that? Can tho Christianchurches change the mood or spirit of

nations or affect the ideas of those upon
whom it falls to direct the destinies of
nations? Has not that Church, on the contrary,lost what influence it ever had of
that large kind that could orange the temperof nations and sway the policy of governments,and is it not rather the ally of
those who prey upon the people than the
advocate and comforter of. the people?
Christ tried to set the religious spirit above
the religious machinery ; love and good
will above the tithos and the temple and
tho grand paraphernalia of worship ; but in
the struggle between these two the religiousmachinery is dominant as the world
stands to-day, and is a gorgeous but empty
shell.
The Great Commotion In Blaine.
It is said that violent storms purify the

atmosphere. The meteorology (if such an

application of the word is pardonable) of
the moral and the political world conveys a

similar truth. Evory person who has spent
much time in reading the lives of eminent
saints oan recall numerous instances in
which they have owed their conversion
to their sense of shame, alarm and
horror on finding that their passionshad hurried them into Bins of
which they had not deemed themselves
capable. This strong reooil does not, indeed,take plaoe in natures which have becomesteeped in iniquity, bat only in those
whioh have not become hardened. Tho
samo principle operates on a larger scale
than isolated individual experience. The
wonderful spread of Christianity in
the first centuries is attributed by
historians to a stroog moral revolt
against the hideous corruption which
permeated Roman society. It was
like establishing sanitary regulations', in
cities decimated by pestilence when
physical salvation is felt to. depend upbn
them. It is to the plagues by which Europe
was scourged in the Middle Ages that
modern cities are indebted for the drainage
and cleanliness whioh make wholesale
visitations of that kind so infrequent. It
seems to be in the order of Providence that
men's vices and imprudenoes should thus
become their instructors.
There is a political cancer which has been

for the last two or three decades eating out
the core of our free popular institutions,
and if the general heart of the people is
yet sound what Is now taking place In
Maine may be productive of a wholesome
reuotion. But the oase of Maine cannot
be considered alone. The ulcer which
breaks out upon one part of the
body is the symptom of a bad state
of the blood. It is of little use to cauterize
that particular uloer unless the corrupt
humors from which it proceeds sire purged
out of the system. There were similar
political ulcers in Louisiana and other
Southern States just alter the Presidential
election. We hope these ugly and recurringsymptoms may serve a useful purpose
by proving the necessity of a radical cure

of tho disease.
The case of Louisiana in 1876 and that

of Maine in 1879 are parallel. There has
not, indeed, been in Maine wholesale fraud
and peijury such as were practised in Louisiana,but in both oases the will of tho
people has beon overborno by tho officials
intrusted with the duty of counting the
votes. Although the offenoe is less aggravntwrlin Mninn it )inmi<>Tiu tn hn«n liAiin

committed by the other political party.
"The boot is on the other leg," whioh wakes
a great difference in the republican sonse

of the enormity oi' the manoeuvre. When
the republican ball gored tho democratic
oz it was thought a trivial matter and was

rather onjoyod as a clever piece of political
strategy. But now, when it is the demo«
emtio bull that gores the republican ox,
the republican party flames up with a burningsouse of outrage, and even ministers of
the Gospel stand up in their pulpits and
advise a resort to force. "Offences must
needs come," nays a high authority; and if
there was destined to be a now trouble of
this kind wo are not sorry that republicans
are the sufferers. Thoy have now on opportunityto "know how it is themselves."

It is nllegod that for every Instanoo of tho
rejection of republican votes by Governor
Gat-colon and his Council there are precedentsby tho republican Governor and
Council in 1877. Wo do not know whother
this iB true to the extont alleged, but, so

lar as it is true, it proves that both arties
in Maine have put tho same construction
on the election laws of the State. Hut
sharp practice on one side is no justificationof sharp practice on tho other. The
luct that both psrties have operated in
this way, not only in different parts
of the country, but In Maine itself,
shows how pervading Is the disease,
and demonstrates tho necessity for
a thorough remedy. Honorable men ol
both parties should be aroused to the
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enormity of such prnotices. Any amount
of inflammatory agitation in Maine which
stops short of actual violence will have a

good cfllct in fixing public attention upon
a grave evil. Honest and fair eleotions lie
at the foundation of our institutions.
When the voice of the people, as expressed
through the ballot box, ceases to control
the choice of publio officers the American
Republic will have been subverted. Let
us hope that the evils now so loudly complainedof will work their own cure by inspiringthe country with a sense of the
perils whioh attend the pollution of politicalpower in its sources.

Professor Proctor Dascends to JCarth.

Studying the stars is a very frigid occupation.Jupiter and all the rest of the
heathen deities used to descend to earth to
warm themselves. Professor Proctor also
gets into u heat now and then about terrestrialooneerns. This morning he takes a

turn at the New York ljack system in a

letter which we print in another column.
He thinks he understands the planetary
system and the oometnry system, but the
New York hack system passes his comprehension.So it does ours. Ha asks
for information on the subject and
we cannot givo it. We hope he will continuehis reseurohes into this interesting
topic and if he ascertains any prinoiple
which governs the New York hack system
let us know what it is. There is a great
mass of city ordinances to wliioh this systemtheorcticully should conform, but
somehow it does not. On paper it is per*
feet, but in praotioe it is as irregular as a

shower of shooting stars. Phaeton in the
sun's chariot was quite as safe as a passengerin un ordinary New York hack, and the
vehicle probably wus oleuner. We congratulateProfessor Proctor that he got off
with sound limbs and an unimpaired
pocketbook from the clutchos of the touts
aud hack drivers to whom he incautiously
intrusted himself last Saturday evening. He
inquires howthey manage to escape kicking
by passengers aggrieved like himself. We
can answer that question. In the first
place it would bo unlawful, and another
reason is becauso, with a few respectable
exceptions, they constitute one of the most
robust and ruffianly bodies of men in this
community, and kicking them would be a

dangerous praotioe for anybody exoept a

professional pugilist For further informationwe respectfully refer Professor Proctor
to His Honor, Mayor Cooper, the chiefexecutiveofficer of the city of/New York, who is
sworn to the duty of enforoing all the municipalordinances, those regulating haoks included,to the best of his ability, though
we should regret to measure the ability of
any of our Mayors for thirty years past by
their success in this branch of business.

National Hymns.
Mr. P. S. Qilmore, the well known musicalconductor, will to-day give the first

publie performance of his new anthem,
"Columbia," and as he announces that the
music and words are the results of direct inspirationa publio that has seen or heard
little of inspired origin in late years will
probably crowd curiously to the Academy.
With the respect that is due to inspirationMr. Gilmoro has taken oare

that the music shall be rendered by
a composite orchestra that may safely be
called the finest that New York has
over known, while eminent vocalists will
sing the words; the anthem will thereforehave every opportunity that its
composer.or human medium.can desiro,and it is not impossible that it
may achieve Mr. Gilmore's darling hope
and become America's national anthem.
Certainly it has no strong competitors.
"Hail, Columbia" has never been able
by its words and musio to enter the
hearts of the people; the wd*ds of tho
"Star-ttpangiea Manner" commemorate a

special occasion instead of embodying
a national sentiment, while "Yankee
Doodle," although fully naturalized and a

great favorite, is a foreigner.even a Britisher.Twenty years ago all of those airs
were suddenly displaced by the old camp
meeting air to whieh the song "John
Brown's Body" was fitted, but the air that
stirred millions of hearts so powerfully for
several years has practically retired to the
depths of individual memories. Mr. Gilmore,therefore, has, if not a clear field,
at least a better chance than any of bis
predecessors who have made similar at»
tempts, and he oould not ask for fairer
judges than he will fiad in this most cosmopolitanyet most patriotio oity of America.
The gcannella on Third Avenae.
The third brother of the notorious Scannollfamily shot his man yonterday in a

Third avenue barroom. Wo do not know
how many more brothers remain to distinguishthemselves, but shooting or being
shot with pistols in disreputable haants on

Third avenue appears to be a family
propensity, with all the Scannells. Our
report is not clear whether the
place where this last tragedy ooourred
was a "hotel" within the construction
of the Excise Commissioners. There
are few street crossings along Third avenue
free from just, such nuisanoes on one or
mora of the corners, whero dangerous
characters resort who would qnite as soon
think of venturing abroad without shoes
and stockings as without a slungshot or a

pistol. The polioe sny that theso places
cause them mnoh "solioitude." We beg to
assure the polioo that their own negligenoeI i«.. .. -Al 11 ^11.1IO suppress iuhiii cbuici nviu uiurs nuiiui*

tudu in the neighborhood* where they ter«
rify orderly inhabitants and depreciate the
value of property lor blocks around.

Forefather* and Evolution.

Mr. Cartis was quite right when he said
at the New England Hooiety's dinner that
were tho early colonics now alive they
would be just such tnen a* their defendantsare. He might have truthfully reversedthe terms of his statement and said
that had wo lived two and a half oenturies
ago we would have been exactly such men

as our ancestors, whether these were Mew
England Puritans, Southern cavaliers or

New Amsterdam burghers. Were any of
us, even at this late day, persecuted for

f our religion's sake, we would prob.
ably beooine as narrow and bigoted as

SUPPLEMENT.
the Puritana. Bat wore the old New Engendersnow alive- they would have no
exouse for Helf-tioclusion; they would be
unulde to have their owu way about everything,and therefore would esoape the arrogancethat the tense of power Beems to
breed in every man; their quiuk wits would
be brightened by that attrition of .other
nud different wits which was impossible in
their day, but is compulsory in ours. Like
all of their descendants, and every other
American's, they would want to know
about everything that is going on, so

they would have no time for ofiicious intermeddlingwith their neighbor's affairs.
Were any of the original Puritans alive
they would probably hurry to New York,
as so many of their desoendanta have done,
with an eye on the main ehanoe. Thoy
would mako a great deal of money, throw
some of it away in Wall street, dTCss accordingto the latest fashions, go to the
opera in winter and to Coney Island in
summer, listen respectfully to good sermonsand swoar inwardly at poor ones,
regard Quakers and Baptists and their
other one-time abominations as first rate
ieuows, uuu novur mm* 01 wucucrait txooptwhen they fell iu love. In short, they
would be exactly what we are, and for preciselythe same reasons.

Was Bodom Drttrayeil by Meteor»J

The progressive stages of historical criticismare among the oariosities of the age.
It may be broadly stuted that (he older
historians believed and the Inter doubted.
What had been stated as fact was sharply
divided into myth and probable faot. To
the former were relegated those legendary
tules where the grandiose, fantastic and
superhuman predominated. If the story
did not square with the knowledge of the
period it was oalled myth. Bnt as knowU
edge widens the reconstructive historian
tukes his place. He peers into the misty,
recesses of the past with earnest gaze, not
satisfied that its legends and traditions are

all mere romances, invented by the idle for
pastime or by cunning priests and kings
for selfish ends. They delve with tho

spade like Layurd and Schliemann ; they
search through forgotten records of human
speech like Rawlinson nnd Mttller; they
measure lar distant dates by elaborate astronomicalcalculations, and so thoy reconstruct.While the voyages of Jason, the
storiae of Homer, the lost Atlantis ol Plato
are given more solid form, the superhuman
elements in them are presented in a differentlight. They are no longer supernatural.
The glamour of compelling gods and intercedinggoddesses-gives plaoe to tho glow of
the great forces of nature, or the glare of
heroic but simply human deeds. The
events themselves recede under this scientificsorutiny to ages still more remote.
What the first historians agglomerated in
the drqmatio legend of an epooh of uncertainbut not great remoteness, and which
the doubting historians rejected lor its over

completeness of detail and arrangement,
the reconstructive historian discerns as

the broidered or oorrupted narrative of
A 1^ A. J ^11 V i

events purimpn ugus apart, iiuu an rencmng
back into the cycles of time before man had
made a single written sign.
Of oourse tho Bible has been tbe

study of the two orders of eritios of history.In the last centary "progressive"
tL-ught rejected in scorn the cosmogony of
tho Old Testament along with its inspiration.Then what a ohild's story they
thought the Doluge, how they langbed at
the builders oi Bubel and scoffed at the fire
from heaven which destroyed the cities of the
plain! But the story of a great Asian cataolysmin far off ages, borne out by writingsnot at all inspired, bcoomes more and
more of a certainty, thanks to the Assyriologists,and in tho confusion of tongues is
traocd tho story of the parentage and
lingual differentiation of a gfeat, worldconqueringrace.

Professor Prootor's letter on death-dealingmeteorites in Tuesday's IIzbax.d suggeststhat science may "naturalize" the destructionot Sodom. If either his computationthat one person in every lour hundred
yeurs may be, or the statement that nine
persons in the last nine centuries have boen
killed by meteorites is demonstrable tho
natural basis for such a calamity is established.And what has happened once may
happen again. Remember how the atmosphereas the earth sptods through space at
over eleven hundred miles to tho minute
would heat any denso bodies passing,
through it. Says Oonesls:.
Tho inn vu risen upon tho earth when Lot enteredluto Zoar. Then the Lord rained upon Hodoin

aud Gomorrah brimstone sad Are from tho Lord out
Of heaven.

Tradition would not soon lose sight of
suoh a terrible story as is here indicated.
Would not piety nt length givo the legend
of a natural catastrophe like this a great
personal impulse from on high, and make
it poiut to tho distant after ages, when
wilting began* ft moral of wickedness punishodt

Th« Imteroceantc HwilroMft Pimm,

Captain James B. Ends narrate* to-day
the dotails of his schotno for an interoceanic
ship railroad witli eight or ton parallel rails
and with a look at eooh end of the route,
it appear* to be substantially the plan
which has long been advocated by Dr. Will*
ium F. Channing, of Providence, the son of
tho cclebratod Unitarian divine. Jnst befor*the meeting of the Paris Congress last
summer Dr. Channing wrote an exposition
of his design, which had an extensive circulationin the press. The chief difference betweenit and Captain Eads' oonsisted in its
proposal of stationary engines to hoist the
trnoks laden with the ships up steop inclines.The respectable authority of Mr.
Edward J. Raid, formerly chief constructor
of the British navy and designer since of
iron-olad ships of war ior the Oerman,
Turkish and some other governments, is
cited by Captain Eads in favor of the railroadproject. Mr. lleid passed through the
United States some months ago in a journey
to Japan, where he was invited by the
Mikado for oonsultation on matters pertainingto tho navy.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

General Sherman returned to Washington yesterday.
The London Kxamintr My ft that a German la no

more a "Dutchman" than he la s Dsns, though rul%

garly go called by the non-ethnological peoplo of the
United State*.
Senator ltoacoe Conkllng la at the Fifth Avenue

Hotel.
Secretary Sherman return* to Washington thla

morning.
Spurgeon ia at Mentouo, very depressed in spirit*,

and hid condition excites some anxiety.
Quoen Victoria ia auppoaed to have got chilled on

the day she attended the funeral of her late head
keeper, Grant.
Colonel J. B. Eads, who built the jetties, has

arrivod from Europe, and left lost evening for his
homo in St. Louis.

It is said by some physicians that tho best tnilk
for children is I roiu cows of the Island of Jersey;
but it ought to be watered about oue-third, and a

good authority says that lime water, prescribed by*
competent physician should be added.
London World:."Adollna Patti Is now free to sing

tn Paris or anywhere she likes. She paid the
Marquis do Canx 1,000,000f., and ia now advertisedto appear at the.(iaiete, in Paris, on the 14th of
February noxt. The performances begin with 'La
Xraviata.' "

In appointing Mr. Ebenezer D. Bassott, who wai
United States Minister to the Republic of Hayti foi
mno years, consul at tills port, witu a salary a

$0,000 a year. President Halomqu wrote:."lo em

bracing you and separating myself from yon upoa
the wharf at Port au Prince I took within myself th»
engagement to call you to tlio post of Consul ol
Uayti at Now York if some day I should coma to b«
the chief miunstrato ot my country. It is, tben.
with liappiuess that to-day I fulfil this engugemont,
and I thank God for It."
We tipd from the correspondence rocoutly publishedrespecting the Edinburgh Heineu> that Henry

Brougham and Thomas B. Macaulay war* at deadly
issue. Each regarded, or pretonded to regard, th<
other as a bore of the largost calibre. Tho conversationof great talkers, such as thoy, may fairly b«
likened to tho auacomlp (thoy were bore* of tho orderboa constrictor) maintaluinft its life by crushing
out the llfo from ethers; but there are those who,
without the powers of a Macaulay or a Brougham,
seek equally to absorb all conversation. The tulk
of suoh men is compared more suitably to tho octopus,which, by abaorblng life from others, maintainsexistenco, but an existence so valueless that It
can scarcely be called life. Thero la aoareoly a club
in the world which has not its ootopus, bat not
every social gathering has its auaconda.
Tho moon baa given astronomers so much Informationabout the earth, telling them tho earth's

true sieo (though Newton did not believe her nntll
Pioard's measurements showed he was right), her
true shape, and so forth, that we muat not be surprisedto find astronomers trying to learn >ouothingabout Mars from his small attendants, Delmos
and Phobos. The great mathematician, John Couch
Adaops, has taken this subject In hand. Tho compressionof the globe of Mars ia as yet unknown.
The beat observers havo obtained results differing
very wldoly inter te. Now, tho moons of Mara, If
only they are oarefully observed for a sufficiently
long time, will enable aatronomers to ascertain the
true ahape of the planet and eveu (marvellous te
relate) to determine some points respecting th«
planet'a internal atrneture. We oau easily deter*
mine what should bo the ohange produced in the
position of the planes in which tho moons travel it
the sun's disturbing force were alone at work. But
the compression of the planet's globe would
modify this result, and peculiarities aflecting
tho Internal structure of tho planet would alio
have their effoet. Unfortunately it seems unlikely
that within the noxt eontury or so the moons ol
Mara will supply definite information on these and
kindred subjects; for the ohaages themselves are ex*

ceodingly small and tako place very slowly, white
the observations by which' they are to be deter,
mined are exceedingly Mffioult. Ia common fairneaato the Martian moons it should ba mentioned
that within a very sfiort time of their Maoovery they
to d astronomers tho mass of Mars,1- which before
had been but unsatisfactorily determined by noting
the disturbances he produces on other planets, a
comet or two, and so forth. There Is only one telescope,by the way, on the other side of tho Atlantio
which has shown both Phobos and Delmos this

year.namely, Mr. Common's flno throe-foot roflootor,descrlbod by Mr. Nelson, in an artiole quoted
in the Popular Science Monthly, as the most powerful
telescope in the world. Tho twelve and three-quarter
inch reflector at Greenwich has shown Delmos, tha
nntar satellite, which nrovos that the satellite ia not
o difficult an object u bad bean supposed.

A 11ELJC OF SLAVEEY.

tfOIT DT AN EX-SLAVE WOMAN AOAIHST TOT
ESTATE OF UER OWNEB AMD FATHER FOB'
SEBVICEg.INTEKEBTINO POINTS OF LAW.

Washinutom, Dec. 24, 1879.
case involving some novel points of law Uaa Jus!

booa submitted In brief la tho Supreme Court. It
comeson a writ of error from tbe Circuit Court ol the
Eastern district of Arkansas. In November, 1873,
there died in Chloot county, la that State, one El isha
Worthlngton, who bad boon before the war a rich
slsveboldlng planter, whose woaltb was estimated al
$500,000. A. short time after bis death suit waa
brought by Martha W. Mason, a oolored woman, to
recover tho sum of $100,000 from the admlnlstratore
of Worthlngton's ustate for services alleged to have
buen rendered said Worthlngton for managing his
honsohold affairs for thirteen years.

thb viaWxrirr's CASK.

The plaintiff in her charge set forth that she was
tbe natural daughter of Worthlngton, her mothe>
having boon a slave pa one of his plantatlona; thai
ber lather, having ae family of bis own, treated bar
as if she had been hia lawful child, and intrusted bar
almost exclusively with tbe charge of his business
matters i that in 1808 be plaoed her at Uberlin Collogo,Ohio, to be oducated; that after rumaiuing there
several ye>rs sho returned voluntarily to asld
Worthlngton, with whom Hbe continued to remain
until bis desth; that for all tbixeervioe Worthlngton
had on many occaaions promised to reward her
hsndsoniely In his will, even to the extent of leaving
hor two etitiro plantation!, valued at that time as
high as $290,000, but be died suddsnly before carryingout his psstis, and lienco suit waa brought
through her counsel. General Albert Pike, to rocover
the amount named (rotn tho aetata.

THE JDlMtX's CUA1U1C.
When tho csso caiuo to trial in Arkansas the Judge

ehariml tho jury that when Colouol Worthlngton
voluntarily took the ptafntlff into tbe Stats of onto
ana placed hor thqfe at acliool the oonatitutloa
and laws of that StateTmmodiately dissolved tbe relationof master and slave previously existing betweenColonel Worthicgteoand tho plaintiff, and the
plaintiff became a (rue woman sad cwuld never thereafterbe claimed or held by Colonel Wortbluuton as
bis slave in virtue of his previous ownership ot her.
Nor did the subsequent return of tbe plaintiff (rota
Ohio to Arkauaas affect hor righta aa a free woiaaa
acquired under the lawa of Ohio.

THB VKMrtCT AXD AFPXAL.
The jury brought in a verdict of $13,000 for tbe

plaintiff. Senator Oarland, of Arkanaaa, who defendedthe suit and now appears aa oounesl for
plslutlff In error, excepted to tho jury chsrgo. Ia
his brlof be donics all materiel allegationa of Martha
Maaon as to any contract or agreomont or obllgatloa
of said Worthlngton to pay hor sny turn of money
lor no-called ncrvicea, and contend* thai hef menumlssloucould only date from the repeal or abrogationof the law of the Htato recognising alavery
a herein ahe waa resident at tbe time and that under
the law of slsvery existing In Arkansas no right of
faintiv hoirahln. i nmiix'tlon. deacent or dlatribatlon
could exiet, Mid any aubauquunt inuinmiaalon or
omnnoipatlau tinder any tow could not confer npon
any alavo any aurh right. Tho Senator Bay a, in con*
eluding hie brief:.

(living a aiave a oompleto and tliorongh education,embracing maalc anil drawing and dancing,
did not free tho alave, under the Arkauaaa tow, and
that the law of emancipation had to be pureued.
Tho caa* ia likely to provoke much comment and

diacuaaion.

PULIOY HOLDEU8 "1'llOTEOTED.Chicaoo,111., Deo. 34.1H7>.
In the United Btatea Diatrict Court thia morning

Judge Dlodgott diaiuiaaed the petition of Cook, aaaignrein bankruptcy of the Protect!vo Life IuaurancaCompany, for an aaaeaaraent upon about alsInuthuuaaud policy holdera to pay aoma aixty
death loaaea, amounting to ovor $334,000, which had
never boon aaaeaaod by tho company. Ho held that
the mutual oontrlbutiou plan adopted by the companywaa an anomaloua and illuaory one, and an experimentontMideof tho beaten path* of life luaurance;
and thoae beneflclarlea in wltoae behalf the aaaeaalnentwaa aaked might well liavu anticipated the contlugeuoywhich haa artaau. The Court could not
aaaume to make tho aaaeeameuta, which the companyought to have ma<l«, ainee to do ao would be
Inequitable, and would impoae upon the policy
holdera burdena for which they oouid now derive uo
equivalent, the company being dead. Thla deciaion
appiloa to the following pollclee:.Old A, new A, the
U, the Uli and the Coiamaretal league Uranelt ot tb»
company.


