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 DECEMBER

Phe pmb«bﬁﬂiu are that the weather in New
York and ils vicinity to-day will be colder and
elowdy, with snoe, follmeed by elearing toward
night.  To-morrow it will be very cold and fair,

Tms Is mae Day of days for expeditious
shopping. All the stores will be well supplied
with elbow room.

Dox'r Por Away your Christmas memories
with your presents; they are excellent antidotes
to the blues and other mental maladies.

More TuAN a dozen pedestrians retired from
the Madison Square track yesterday without
the Christmas boxes that they went there toget.

Do POLICEMEX ever report upon streets and
pidewalks that are obstructed by building ma-
terinls? If they dop who pigeonholes the re-
ports §

Broxraxeovs CompustioNn of rubbish has
cansed another costly fire, and thousands of
large establishments are undoubtedly preparing
for a similar end,

Axorner Huspaxp has been discovered who
loves his wife so dearly that he feels compelled
to shoot her, There are many queer ways of
showing affection.

A New Horse Disuasn has broken out in
Kentucky, as similar maladies are likely to do
wherever animals have been brought to that
sensitiveness which is insepurable from extr¢me
physical development,

Tite Porsts of the new plea m favor of the
Tichborne claimant appear in a letter published
on another page, and show that even in eon-
servative England o senmp may hope to outawvit
the law through the law.

Maxy Yeans have elapsed since thousands of
New Yorkers, without regard to Delief or na-
tionality, rose in a erowded honse and intoned
o potriotic prayer to hedven, as the sudience at
the Academy of Music did yesterday.

Lves Tne DevIL seems to have respected
Christwas, for the almost inevitable daily ree-
ord of murders will be sought in vain in the
pupers to-day althongh there were some guarreis
and fights in which he was represented by his
trusty lieutennnt, whiskey.

S7inn Axoruer Prax of stopping the noise

of the “L" ronds is offered in our “Compilning
Boolk,” and the companies probably already know
of plenty that would be effectunl. But what do
they enre for the noise 50 long a8 none of the
directors’ hounses face the tracks?

Tur Nororrous James Gaxa, which has

made life and property uncertain in various
loealities of the Southwest, is again represented
in a Kansas jail. To suppress n single member
of snch a party is worth us much to Kansas as
o soore of re sped luhls- mh?vun.

Prorre Moy Exence soversl seconds sooner
from an “L" road train if the doors are opened
while the station is yet two or three hundred
yards away, but thore who endure the piercing
blnst that sweeps throngh an open ear in rapid
motion do not understand why they should suf-
fer us serionsly ns they do to so l'}mlll purpose.

A Preevriar Frarvre of yesterday wos the
number of religious sorvices. Churches of all
denominations seem  to  have rcalized that
Christmos has o legitimate place in the list of
days homored by pablic religious exercises. 1t
is rather odd that the idea shonld have been so
long in developing, but better Iate than never,

A Crmizex or Texas objects, through the
Ilerarp, to his State being credited with the

ownership of the ruffinn Currie, who shot
Porter, the actor, o few months ago. We do
not wonder that Texas should be glad to deny
responkibility for the murderer, but unfor-
tunately great States, like great citiecs, are
charged with whatever is done by their resi-

dents. New York has frequent occasion to feel,
just as 'l'-.‘.\u.n duu

Tue Weatugit.—The meteorological econdi-
tions have become very mueh disturbed through-
out the Middle Atluntic and Now England const
districts by the expansion of the depression
which was over the oeean off the Nova Scotia
The ares of high barometer which dowm-
innted the wonther over the western socotions of

coast,

Lo country during the paat few days has moved
enstward, and its centre I8 now over the Cen-
tral Mississippi Valley., Haio fell in the Atlan-
tic and Gulf const districts, and snow in the
lnke regions.  The weather west of the Missis-
wipph River was fair, The temperature fell in
sil the distriets, with the exception of the New
England States and the extrome West. The
deeline was espeeinlly marked in the Westérn
Giulf States and the lake reglons, The winds
bave been brisk in the West and Southwest, nnd

irom fresh to light elsewhere. The wenther in
New York and it vicinity to-day will be colder
and cloudy, with snow, lollowed by clearing
toward night. To-morrow it will be very eold
and fuir,

A
The Situation in Maine.

We have ai no time believed that the
faming indignation and flaring threats of
the Maine republicans would lead to o dis-
turbance of the peaoe of the SBtate. It is a
eurious ciroumstance that the wildest of
the warlike utterances have proceeded from
the pulpits of evangelical clergymen—a cluss
of men who live in an atmosphere of emotion,
and have not sufficient contact with affairs
to give them the caleulating coolness und
cautious appreciation of difficultics pos-
sessed by citizens “hackneyed in the ways
of men” and ,who have a more practical
acquaintance with life. In the combustible
state of pubHo feeling which exists in
Mauine our confidence that the pesce of the
State will be preserved has rosted on our
estimate of the good sense and practical
sagacity of Senator Blaine, While it is his
interest to kindle the indignation of his
party and carry it to a high piteh, ii would
.be fatal for him to take the incendiary
responsibility of a local civil war. In
his willingness to rouse indignation
he has gone some steps too far, but he is
strong enough to restrain his followers'|

give a loose rein to bravado about a resort
to foree, because it furnishes a handle to
the fusionists,. They denounce the repub-
licans for their incendiary threats, and are
able on this ground to make a strong ap-
peal to the peace loving citizens of the
State against revolutionaty violence. M.
Blaine'sees that the republicans must re-
treat from so nntenable a position, and he
is conducting the retreat with consummate
skill,

Of course the able and plaunsible letter of
ex-Senator Morrill, the ochairman of the
Republican State Committee, was not pre-
pared without consultation nor sent to
Governor Garcelon without the sanction of
Mr. Blaine. It is exceedingly clever and
dexterous. Maintaining throughout a tone
of decorous moderastion and couched in
languago of respeotful deference for Gover-
nor @Garcelon, it econveys the impres-

sion that the rxepublicans of Maine
are extremely anxions to have this
controversy settled by legal and

peaceful methods. By holding out the
prospect of & judieial determination it
tends to allay the spasmodic passions
which c¢lamor for violent redress. It is the
main purpose of Mr. Morrill's extremely
adroit letter to exert this tranquillizing id-
fluence on the republican party of Maine
withont abating their sense of the injustice
with which they have been treated. Noth-
iug of the kind was ever more skilfully
done.

‘We do not suppose t]nf. either Mr, Morrill
or Mr. Blaine has any expectation that this
proffer will be accepted. If this case were
submitted to the Bupreme Court it wonld
doubtless decide, as Judge Virgin decided,
when he was applied to for a mandamus,
that the question is beyond the jurisdiction
of the Court. - Mr. Morrill peroeives this as
clearly as anybody could tell it to him.
He is oareiul to say that he would expect
the Court to act only as an *‘ampire.”
But if it were to travel outside of
ite jurisdiotion and express opinions
as an ‘“‘umpire,”
have no binding effect. It may in-
deed occur to many persons that they
have read reports of judicial decisions in
which courts have decided on the validity
ot elections. But we must guard against
the confusion of view which results from
falne analogies. Nome of the cases in which
courts - hiave délivered judgments on the
election of public officers has related to
members of a legislative body. Courts have
jurisdietion in relation to the election of
State or ocounty officers, and in such

cnses if oanvassers have made an
illegal award the office may be
given to the rightful claimant by

a judicial decision, But in every Btate
each branch of the Legislature is made the
final judge of the election of its own mem-
bers. There is no appeal from its decision
and no authority to review its judgment.
Each branch of every Legislature possesses
exclusive jurisdiction and is a court of
final resort as to the election of its own
members. While it is certain that no
judieial court ever has, it is safe to nssume
that none ever will interpose in this class
of questions, which all thegiitate constitu.
tions reserve from the purview of the
judicial power and commit exclusively to
the respective houses of their legislatures.

"T'he necessity for quieting down the pre-
vailing excitement is the motive of Mr.
Morrill's letter. Its closing senteace is in-
tended rather ns a hint to the belligerent
republicans than as an appeal to the Gov-
ernor. Mr. Morriil says :—*I address Your
Excelleney not simply as an individual,
but as chairman of the committee of the
republican party, all of whom are desirous,
above all things, to avoid every possible
disturbance of the publie tranquillity and
to reconcile popular discontent.” This is
equivalent to eaying to the republicans of
Maine, oease talking about force until all
peaceiul methods save been exhausted,

1t was full time o send forth this ory of
“Halt!" Thore bas been n narrow escape
from bloodshed in the streets of Bangor.
The Governor, in the exercise of an
uuthority which undoubtedly belongs to
kim, ordered a transfer of arms from the
Bangor Arsenal to Augusta. The arms were
londed upon wagons te be couveyed
to the railway station, and while the teams
were passing through the streets of Bangor
they were stopped by a republican mob,
and the officer in charge, to avoid blood-
shed, sent back the arms to tho arsenal and
hastened to the State enpital to report the
proceedings to the Governor. It is high
time that publie fecling should be quieted
and the supremacy of law restored. It is
all important for the republioans to keep
the law on their side in this angry and
bitter contest. If they put it in the power
of their opponents to brand them as incen-
diary rovolutionists they will be fatally
weakened.

The machinery for oanvassing votes in
Maihe is bad and onght to be amended.
It is unwise to make the Governor of the
State s member of the Canvassing Board.
It is a great mistake to have no inter<
mediate body of cunvassers between the

towns and wards whioli furnish the original
trotuml and the canvassers nt the Btate capis,

within legal limits. It was a blunder to)]

such opinions would |

tal. We manage things betterin New York.
Our boards of county canvassers have
to bear the brunt of the counting, and the
work is so distributed that it is pol in the
power of any one body seriously to inter-
fere with the intentions of the voters. No
Assembly distriet passes county lines, and
the primi facie title of members of Assem-
bly to seats is derived from the Board of
County Canvassers, the Btate canvassers
baving nothing to do with the votes for the
lower branch of the Legislature. Under
this systom there can be no wholesale in-
justice, The votes lor Senators are indeed,
examingd by the State Board of Canvassers,
beeause the Senate distriots extend beyond
the limits of counties ; but all the substan-
tinl part of the work is nevertheless done
by the county canvassers, The State Board
merely sends up the returns received from
the county seats. Under such a system
there cun be only isolated cases of a false
declaration of results, and the main body
ofthe Legislature always consists at the out-
set of memberg whom the people intended
to eleot,

How Christmas Sped.

Yesterddy dawned through skies lower-
ing and wet, just as if St. Nicholas, the
patron saint of the city and the manager of
Christmas festivities, was determined that
no one's eyes should have excuse to stray
from the bounteous attractions that had
been provided for them indoors. FPhabus
did not provide his customary revellle, but
nobody slept later on that account, for
everywhere, except those sad prigons
denominated well regulated families,
there was an early hurrying te and fro of
feot ridiculonsly small for the noise they
made, and parents whd turned overin bed
to enjoy another nap learned speedily that
they had reached that day of the year in
which the last is first and the least be-
comes the greastest. FPeople who hurried
through the chilling, damp air and slmost
emptystreets to an early service at church
were reminded that the day belonged to
everybody, rich and poor, Christian and
pagan, for wreaths or flowers or Ohristmas
trees adorned every window, If peaple
could not publicly display their hearts on
their sleeves they seemed bound at least to
prove that they wore them there. Nearly
everybody was too exeited to eat much
breakfast, but handsomely regained con-
scioueness by dinner time, while thousands
who had no breakfast to forget found at
midday that if their aching voids were not
filled there was no one but themselves to
blame. Later in the day there was mani-
fested o goneral determination to find
. crowds to be happy with. Hard hearts
were softened by prayer and praise at the
churches ; sober faces broke into smiles at
the theatres, and good will toward men,
for one day at least, was an accomplished
fact. Lights burned late in almost every
house, and when Christmas itself was at
last ready to retire heaven kindly dropped
a snowy coverlet upon it, a8 was no more
than the due of a day that'had been marked
by more human purity and joy than any
other day of the year,

A Letter of Livingstone's.
A very interesting and hitherto unpub-

"lished letter of Dr. Livingstone's hns just

been prinied in London. It treats of the
Transvanl Boers, whose disaffection is just
now oreating some anxiety to England,
their history, theit manners and, what is of
peculiar interest, on their method of fight-
ing the Zunius, It-is not too much to
say that had this letter been known to Lord
Chelmsford when he opened the cam-
paign against King OCetywayo he might
have come out of his South African
experiences with some little glory beyon
that which he has reccived since he re-
turned home. Im the first place, Dr. Liv-
ingstone shows that the principles which
regulated the treatment of the natives by
the T'ransvanl Boers was the source of all
England’s subsequént difficdlties with the
natives. Be this as it may, the Boers avi-,
dently understood how to fight the Zulus,
then, it may be added, armed with the as-
segai. Bays Dr. Livingstone :—

The Zulus wero commanded by s bloodthirsty
tyrsnt named Dingssn, who treacherously mur-
dered a large party of Boers. To avenge this cold-
blooded masssore & fight cusued, in which from 8,000
to 6,000 of Dingasn’s warriors were alain. We have
only the Boerish version of muimr yot it i sufi-
clent for the purp of pari They atate
thoir loss to have boon atx. Tho vass mupertority
which the posscssion of horses and guns imparts is
thus sufficiently obvious. The mode of fighting is
the following:—The Boers approach the Zulus to
within three hundred or four hundred yards, thon
fire and gallop off to a conaiderable distance and then
roload their guns. The Zulus, pursting, have by this
timeo come sufficlently neatr to receive another dis-
chargo from tho Boors, who again retire as before.
Thin process soon tires out the firotest warriors,
and, pt through the ident of tho stumbling
of & borsoor ila rider's drunkeuness, no Boer ever
stands s chance of falling into thelr hands. The
Boers teport of themsalves that thoy belsved with
great b y on the The Zulu warriors
ad d in close and their fon wera
thus enabled to kill more thanoné with s single
bullet. Buch being the case, the Zulus were ad-
vancing in the fseo of almost cortain desiruction,
without the poraibility of cnghging auy cxcept tho
six whom scoident threw into tholr power,

It appears certainly very strange, after
reading the above letter, that the English
commander had apparently not the slight-
est notion of the methods of Boer warfare,
whieh, properly understood, would have
saved England the disgrace of Isandula
and the lives of some thousands of her
soldiers. The Zulus during the last cam-
paign were armed, as at the time of which
Dr. Livingstone spoaks, for the most part
with the assegai, the musket playinga
very unimportant part in their attacks,
and had the Boer method of warfare been
understood by Lord Chelmsford he should
havo been able to settle the Zulu war with
,mogt insignificant losses.

Raln at Panamsa and Saes.

The condition in which the Vicomte de
Lesgeps will find traflo on the Panama
Railroad upon his arrival at Aspinwall may
give him different impressions about the
dificnlty of tide lovel canal construction
there from the jaunty assertions he'lately
made in the North American Review. As
Mr. Tennyson remarks in ‘‘Enoch Arden,”
things seen aro more wondrous than things
heard, and when he sees the devastation
caused by a single November storm
nlong the Ohagres River he may attach

| more- hnpoxlnu to the opinions of Hir

John Hawkshaw, Mr. Menocal and other
engiveers [familiar with the American
tropies, concerning the effeots of the rain-
fall, than he did at Paris last summer. The
intelligence to-day from the Isthmus is
that ‘“the date is quite uncertuin, it may be
ten days and may be a month,” when re-
pairs can be completed ‘go that trafiic will
be resumed. While the mean annual rain-
fall on the Isthmus of Buez is less than
two inches on that of Panama it is more
than ten feet, and a tide level canal there,
in Sir John Hawkshaw's words, “would re-
goive and must provide for the whole drain-
age of the distriot it traverses,”

The Judlciary im Politics.

The provision of the ecomstitution of
Maine, under which a republican gcommit-
‘tee—through Mr. Lot M. Morrill, himself
formerly Governor of the State and since
United States Sepator and President
Grant's last Seevetary of the Trensury—re-
quests Governor Garcelon to require the
opinion of the judiciary upon all the points
of law which the Governor and Counecil
have ruled at their discretion in passing

upon the c.lanhon returns, reads thus:—

They (the § of the Judicial Conrt)
shill bo u‘mnd to give their opipion wpon im-
portant questions of law and upon solomn occasions,
whan uirod by tho Gowrnor. Connefl, or

ana uopied thi- pmuion intosher con-
stitution from that of Massschusetis upon
their separation in 1820, It was written
into the Massachusetta constitution in 1780
by John Adams in thess words:—

Jach branch of the Legislatnre, as well as the
Governor and Qouncil, shall h(na qnthm-ttr to re- |

quire the opinions of the j
Judicial Court npon important qnuunu ol law and
oocoasions.

upon solamn

In both States inatancea of resort to it have
been frequent. As lately as December of
last year a very imporfant opinion was
rendered by the Supreme Courtof Massa-
chusetts upon a question suggested by a
dispute between the two branches of the
Legislature ag to the righta.of the Btate
Senate coneerning money bills, and it was
adjundged that the power to originate a bill
appropriating money is not limited there
to the House of Representatives. It ia
highly creditable to the character of the
judieiary, both in Massachusetts and
Maine, that opinions of this kind, though
rendered without any opportunity being
afforded for argument to the conrt,
always have commanded universal nc-
quiesocnce, no matéer how acute was
the controversy over the points imvolved.
The Maine judges are paid salaries very
little larger than those of New York police-
men, and the Supreme judges of Masaa-
chusetts several thousand dollars less than
the police justices in this city, and yet the
dignity of both benches has been well sns-
tained and they are filled with able and
learned men who command the confidence
and respect of all the political partiea.

On August 20, 1787, Mr. Pinckmey, of
South Carolina, madean unsuecessfnl propo-
sition for the same gort of a provision in the
oonvention which framed the constitution
of the United States, evidently borrowing
it from John Adams’ clanse in the Massp-
chusetts constitution, above quoted, for it
" was framed in the precise language of that
clause, with the exception of subatituting
the words ‘‘Supreme Executive” for Gov-
ernor and Council.” If it had been adopted
the SBupreme Oourt of the United BStates
might have been made a mighty factor in
current American politios, particularly dur-
ing the last twenty years, and we think
that & considerate public opinion must
regard its rejection by the Federal Conven-
tion ns a wise determination.«

Christmas Day =at COabul.
« It was Ohristmas day yesterday for the

d | five thousand British soldiers who have

been pent up for nearly a fortnight
in the ecantonments of Bharpur. We
may presume that General Roberls
and his men made morry and .ate the
traditional Chiistmas turkey and plum
pudding just to kecep in good spirits
and have a good think of home
and the country in whose service they
have to fight so desperately just now. The
latest news from Cabul, indeed, would lead
us to infer that the one-armed general was
delermined to have a quiet Christmas, in
gpite of Afghans and hillmen. News from
Jagdullek says that heavy firing had been
heatd on Wednesday In the direction of
Cabnl, and a despatch published in our
eable columns this morning informs us
that the noise resulted from the work of a
small ecolumn of infantry, which had
been sent out from the cantonments
to clear the close country between Sharpur
and Cubul. This energotie notion would at
least insure quiet for some days at Bharpur,
and consequently we are juatified in nssam-
ing that the imprisoned forces had a chunce
of spending the day as merrily as could be
hoped for under the ciroumstances. The
General and his men are not omly thor-

oughly well provisioned, but it will
be remembered that they found Inrge
quantitiecs of  eigdrd, tobacco and

e¢ven pipes in the Bala Hissar, and
the traditional plnm pudding could
eanily bo concocted’ from the materials of
the ordinary army commissariat. As for
the Christmas turkey, this was in all prob-
ability & pagan bird, of which there are
any quantity in Upper India and Afghanis-
tan. And, omitting to note the difference
of time, itis very probable that just when
Mr, Sullivan was delivering his address on
national hymns in the Academy yesterday,
} and touching on the influcnce of the
well known national melodios in campaigns
and battles, the surrounded Britishers were
jolhing in solemt chorns to render their
familiat “God Save thé Queen” exprossing
their lealty to Vietoria and love of their
native land. Outside the sentinels kept,
doubtless, good wateh, and peered earnestly
toward the passes, hoping moment after
moment to catch a glimpso of the green
braided puggarees of Gough's native
troops hourly expected to bring them
rolief. And, asour latest despntches state,
the watching of the sentinels was rewarded
with suneecess, for General Gough suceesded
in reaching Bharpur yesterday, thus re.
lieving General Roberts and the entire
British people of a terrible anxiety. The
joy that must have prevailed In the
Sharput cantonments last night ean, we
imagine, to use a pretty familiar phrase, be
better imagined than desoribed. But, at

any rate, Christmas Day near Usbul must
bave bLeen o jeyous one for the long
threatened British,

Our Chronfe Troubles with Venezmela.

Our chronie condition of unplessaniness
with the Republic of Venezuels takes the
shape this morning of a search by the Navy
Do]n!tmont. 8t the request of Seeretary
Evarts, for a man-of-war that can be spared
to ernise along the coast of the country and
try to eonvey an impression that consular
and diplomatic representatives of the United
Blates nre entitled to respeotful treat-
ment. Mr. Eckert, our gommereial agent
at Laguayra, has taken refuge in 8&
Thomas and reports that the lives and
property of American citizens are unsafe at
his post of duty; and our Minister, Mr,
Baker, is'said to be on the eve of returning
to the United States. Meanwhile a revolu-
tion is impending from_ caunses of which
one of the principal is said to be our
State Department’s long delay to pass
on the application of the Venezunelan
government that the awards of the inter-
national commission' against it upon
American claims to the amount of a million
dollars shall be seé esside for frand. Per-
haps, after things are turned upside down
again for the twentieth time at Oaracas, we
shall get along more uminbly with a new
President of Veneznels, whom our govern-
ment will yecognize officially, as it has nok
the present executive chiel

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE,

Trouble is as easily borrowed ss an umbrolla,

If you would see interesting architecture of the
long ago you will find ft at'Rouen, France.

A dsughter of Justice Stroug, of the United Btates
Bapremo Court, is studying art in Philadelphis

Wade Hampton is theaght by maany to be the dem-
ocrat who will try to extinguish Blaine in the Sem-
ate.

Senator Sharon paid taxes in Ban Francisco this
yeoar to the sgnonut of $30,000. He owns the Palace
Hotel.

Many elegant overgreen trees surroundipg vacant
summer residendes near Baltimore wore cutand sold
by thieves for Ohristinne in the olty.

Mr. Eugene Hale arrived st Portland, Me., yoster-
dsy, from Iows. He is in good health and will take
his seat in the Maine Leg aé the oponi

Captain Burton's “History of the Sword" s said
to be ncarly ready. The anuthor has inspected
almost every great collestion of ewords in Burope.

The Fali Mall Gaselie balieves thut the comparstive
youth of Pope Leo males him of & different temper
of mind from Pius IX., who was s revalubionist,
while Leo is s diplomat.

Prosident Hayes will leave Washington to-day for
s short holiday visit to rel es in Plainfleld, N. J.
He will stop one night in Philadelphf with ex-Min--
ister Welsh, where he will meet Genoral Grant,

In one of the lowns of Normandy is o slgn over a
ehop, “English and American spoken,” snd over
auother is the sign, “Dentistry, dancing, fenclng,
shaving nnd hairdressing taught in one lesson.”

The politician who claims the right to ntter false,
wild and absurd stafements that dro likely to mis:
lend people 18 usually the person who declaims
against what ho calls the reckloss journalimm of the
period. ;

There is relisble autherity for the sunouncement
thai Governor Charles C. Van Zandt, of Rhode Island,
has beau tendered and will probably sceept the posi-
tlon of Minister to Russis. The Governor returned
from Washington ylﬁn'dly

A Lond 1l saye:—'"The Prinooss
Louise bas au-u: n‘hmm.d to sail for Canads
sgain on the 23d of Janoary, and this fact may st
onco put an end to sll speculations as to any
domestic avent preventing her early return.”

John B, Gough, the lecturer, has & family which
consists of & wife and four nisces, He makes sbout
$20,000 & year, but has saved only about £100,000,
and has a nics firm near Worcbster, Muas. He hids &
vory large collostion of Cruikshank’s caricatnres
and loves to play tenpins, After a lecture he is
rubbed down like a prize fighter.

Lord Napier of Magdals was givon such short
notice of his being wolected to represent Queen
Victoria at the Spanish marriage that Isdy Napler
tound herself compelled to telograph full instroe-
tious to a court milliner st Madrid as to the dresses
which she would require. Lord Napier's hotel ex-
penses were $230 a day and ancther $350 for in-
cidentals.

Osptain Willisms says thas he csa kit a man with
his fist narder than he can club him, He says that s
crowd will never go back by simply being told to do
so. He claime thut if & man is glubbed the man
slways says that Captain Williams did if, He belioves
that as vice t be éxterminatod tho best tlilug to
do s to collect all the haunts in one place and ocan-*
trol them.

“It {s & curions fact,” says Lemdonm Life, “thst
three female sovercigns are i1l at the same time—the
Empress of mmu.tna Q:m of Italy and the Quesn
of Swod y has sttached iteelf to the’
nunhullru during ﬂu year 1870, Herioua at-
tempts have beeu made upon the lives of {hree of
the crowuned lLosds of Enrope—the Emperors of
Russis and Germany and the Kidg of Ifaly, Three
foreign potentates have been dispossessed—the
Ameer of Cabul, the Khodive of Egypt and the King
of Zululand. Threo fatmous sotord have died—Fal-
coner, Buckstono and Mathiows, and the fourth ese
tate (8 not without ita fatal adhieston to the unlucky
numeral. Three oditors or propriotors of our fore
most newspapers huve bade ‘a long farewell to all
fhiefr greattiess’—Lawson, Delans dnd Bergeant
Cox."

1t appears Mdmmﬁomw does not
ihdionte the actusl end of the world it 1881, s Pro-
fossor Bmytl had fondly hoped. Whethier 18 i that
& more exact estimate of the 160k of affalrs geitorally
has osused him to entertaln doubts ou this point, of
that tie haa actually found pyramidal promise of &
puriod of proparation, the Professor (this ia besom-
ing tonchingly siliterastive) now sllows us to draw
our bresth for s while. Thoe year 1881 is, it soems, to
be the beginning of s time of prollminary teial which
may last for half & sentury—a little too long, we sov,

+for any chanoe (hat®tho Astronomer Royal for Bunt-

Innid ean be proved, during his Ufetlmo, to hisve beon
mistaken. Yet, should it so chanoe that the world
did come to an end in 1881, he would be able (sup-
poning time allowed for the purpose, a polod respects
ing which in the absence of exdct informstion re«
pecting the sfrangements for that fon wo oan
expross o opinion) to refer to his earller prediction
as bapplly forccanting the event. That (t was sufl..
elently definite will, wo think, be sadmittod. *From the
north beginning of the gallery floor," be says, quoting
Mr. Hobert Menzies, “théro in southwatd proces-
sion bogin the years of the Baviour's earthly life, ex-
pressod st Lho rate of & pyramid fneh to & yoar
Throe-and-thirty inch-years, therofore, bring mns
right over agatost tho motith of the well, the type
of hin dosth, while the long, lofty grand galldey
shows the dominnating rule of His retigien in this
world, defined by the floor length in inobes (1,881
ineh-yonrs) as o its exsot poriod,' though the time
may “terminste vory much soonor than most men
oxpect, as is shown by tho suntbern wall IMPEND-
ING." (Tho enpitals are Professor Smyth's) This
was wrltton before the Turéo-Russlan wa#, sud Pro-
fossor Bmyth found In that war, when it seomed
likoly that England might interfere and oecupy the
land of ihe pyramid, the promise of the end. Hinoce
that troublo paased we have heard hothing of smy-
thing likely to bappen bofore 1881, But we had
hoped that thegruestion would be settled In 1881,
And now wo are again told to walt-—Aty years, too,
an thongh wo were plandts or sune, in whose life-
titme osntaries count for nothing.

“SAUCE FOR THE GOOSH"

rmmmml
Nonvork, Vi, Deo, 23, 1679,

To Tix Epiron o 1us HERALD j—

1 noticed in the Hzmarp of the 218 that an

| sccidont bad happened to the steam yuchi Henri

mn._hmm the satt, I beliove. In this paction.
larcase vetribution bas followed swiftly. Ou the 11th
of b ber, ou the p frow Now York to
Aspinwall, the Clyde Lrols her shati and lost her
propeller overboard. Ourouly course was lo ges to
westward, in the track of poseing steamers. On the
12th inst. the steam y.clt Lefollst crossed our bows
less than two milea off, steering southwest, the
Clydo then reaching in sbont west-northwest, wind

north. I made of disbress, but she on,
i - e
¥ on the w the 1ith, four o , the
riotta hove to our ho o had

and ¢ I
uiudlurh -m byuuu llnl!uhl. and
to lm ourcandition, -ﬁ ﬂlw
':numd her course, !lu url“d ab m{'{m jonros
e

duy, snd did not even ort us on
nrrival. His vossel s now in & sim unﬂﬂmh

whaut the Clyde was. Vu{l‘y mromui. :
LITERARY CHIT-GHA'.

“Beautiful Snow"' {8 coming out once more with
other poemas by ono of its excluzive sutbors from
Petorsons’,

A now novel dealing with anclent Egyptian life
may shortly be looked for from the peu of Prolessor
Gnrn Ebers.

PP sy
M

for J: bas & trait of
Mr. C. §. Parnelt, the lesder of the Irish paopls in
tue Iand agltation.

The Italisn ex-Minister, Bignor Bonghi, has been
employlog his enforced leisure by translating the
entire works of Piato iute Italian,

Miss L. Penney has preparod No. 3 of “Readings
snd Recitations’ suitable for schools and tamper
snee organizations, which the National Temperance
Bociety publish,

The Criental Church Magasine for December, of
which Rev. Nicholns Bjerring is editor, has & tart
article on *English Buls in Cyprus,’ among other
interesting papors.

Captain Burton’s “History of the Sword” is nearly
realy. The study of the question is intended to be
exhaustive, for Ouptaln Burton has inspeqted slmaost
every groat collection of swords in Earope.

“American Ballads,” by Thomss Dunn English,
have been added to the Hurpers’ Half-hour Series.
How muny remember that Dr, English wrote:—

Don't you remomber swoet Allce, Hen Bols,
Swoot Allee whoso halr waa so brown?

“A History of Bedding, Conn.," will be issued rext
mouth by Mr, Charles Bure Todd, Nearly oue-third
of the book is devoted to & alfetch of Juel Barlow
the poet and stateaman, who wess native of Reds
ding.

“The Iiustrated Cathollc Family Annual for 1880
(Catholie Publication Soeicty CUompsny of New
York), wikh its oburch oaloudars, copious ccelesisss
tical informstion snd religlous biographical notes,
mukos so carly appesrance.

Mr. Johu C. Ball writes to say that one of tho sons
of tho late Oharles Dickens, Francis J. Dickens, s an
ingpoctor in the Canndisn Northwest Mounted Police
and is now etationed at Fort Walsh, where he has
boen for the past four years.

On the 20th of Junuary next will be published {8
Rome the first number of Minerva, n new English
mounthly magesine, which the conductors promise
to mlka umupnl.ihn in tone, and for which they,
s ng the widely scattored
Enslhm communities throughout the world! 3

An account of M. J, Dupuis’ jodrney up the Red
River (the Song-koi) of Tonguin in 1879-T3, which
has-of 1ste caused considerable discussion in some
Fronch periodicals, bas been publisbed (Paris: Ohals
lamel) ns part of the troussctions of the Soolfth
Indo-Chinoise.

The Ruassinn suthorities are contemplating the
publication of & geological map of the Caticasts and
Transcaucasia, on the wonle of 1: 9,100,000, whicl
15 to givo details as to the looslities where naphths,
minerals, &o., are found. A largestafl of geologigts
is employed in examining the couniry for this pus
pose. :

Messry. B, Bentley & Bon have in the preas a des
scription of & lady’s visit to the less known po
of the Great Dominion, glving sketches of
lite, sporting and agricultural prospects, and teavel
ling facilities in those comparstively unknown
regions. It will be isyned immodiately undor the
title of “A Trip to Manitoba,"” and is dedicated .
Lady Dufforin.

The dthenzum having nodded thus Lonestly sik
mits the fact:—*A correapondant has pointed out o'
palpable mistake in our notise of tho late Mr. De
lane, Bir Robert Peel's letter was writton, not in
1346, but when he retired from office in 1835, and
theretote was writien before Mr. Delane's com
muuolwl!htllmm" Stlll 1t was & (oot
mistake for an Boglish literary paper.

A translation of the Talmud ta s desiderstum, and
it will interest students to know that & new Jewish
ysper, the American Hebrew, ot this elty, is now pub-
lishing weekly & tranalstion of the book om
“Idolatry,” by Rabbl de Sols m The difficuls
ties in the way of o tranalator are here very greats
The Talmudic dinlect is difficult, its form of express
ulon By pated, and, besides thin, the closcst flumile
farity with Jewlsh jarispradence, history aud
urch y are reguired.

J. W. Bouton announces o life of Rowlsndsom,
ths carleaturist, witha nlonilon from his works, by

b G Gitray's blographst, The work come
mmmmmn;nuumu:wm&
some volumes, Rowlandson owea & large part of
his fame to his ilustrations of *Dr, Syntax* and.
his desigos to “The Dauce of Death.” The suthor
of this work shows that ho was more that seoarics-
turist and that his lufluence upon the socloty of his
time was considerable. He was the “spoiled pet*’ of
 cotorio which tneluded a goodly proportion of the
cleyerest man of his day in art, the
druma.

“Ono of His Schoolmstes” writes the Hitniro fo
say that Dy, Gerhard Uhlhorn, the learnod sathor of
“Tho-Conflict betwoon Olristianity and Paganiem,*
has his titlo of Abbot from the Btift Locoum, the
seminary for young Protoatant clorgymen over whichi
he presides., This we were aware of, but it may be
interesting to learn, in our correspondent’s words,
that *“the income of the Abbot of Locoum, as such, is
about 5,000 & yoar, the best and almost only sine-
cure for clergyinen in Hanover. Df. Uhlhorn has
galped this high position entircly through bis own
merit, ho being the son of & worthy shoemaker of
Ounaburg, Westphalia.'

The Celtic Monthkly ssems Lo ba prospering, for in
4 Deoemb ber it out with & now droess
of typo and a new sud handeomely doslgned sovers
Its 2ontents have s Christmas flavor in appropriste
postical garlsnds and prose romances, which
rouder it accoptable to its Irish-American resdots,
while more solid pabulum is furnisbed in iie regue
lar dapartinents, That & magasine devoted to the
Celts of Ireland should succosd should not be ss
wonderful as that has hitherto been waniing
to many efforts {n the same flald, Wo may tiole 8§
the same time Wit Donales's Magasine, publishod in
Doston, appears to bo dolug well also,

I the fortheoming volume of Prince Metlernloh's
menoirs & novel light is thrown on the origin snd
motive of the Holy Aluause, Ho desctibes it us 4
“high sounding nullity,” and says that & wes *nim"
ply the outcome of u pietistio mood of the Emporoe
Alexander.” Hoe adds that it was “not an lustitution
for the suppression of popular rights, for tho pro=
motion of absolution and tyranny.” “Out of & mixs
ture of religious and politically liberel clements,*
says Mottornich, “the idea of it was developed under
the influonce of Madamo V, Kondomor and Heer V.
Dorgaeso.” Hia estimates of Napoleon and the Em-
peror Alexandor are the veverso of flattoring. The
Istter (8 described aa **s wondarful mizture of manly
endowmont sand fominine weaknesses,” the
former we are told was naither good nor

Neribner's for Jauuary s & parkloularly good and
varied number. Two instructive artioles, with
plontiful Dlustrstlons—~one ou the United Btales
Lafo-saving Sarvice, by J. H, Merryman, and anothor
on Ameriean arms snd ammunition, by Willism O,
Ohtreh, Tho sorlos of “Succoss with Bmall Pruiw®
takos un to “Htrawberties,' vory tempting snd anys
thing but small in the woodeutn, “Young Artists’
Life in New York,” illustratod by Virtuosi, is a
lively paper. Perwonal reminiscencea sre furnished
from & Hevolutionaty Congredmusn’s note book and
the iate Henry J. Haymoud's journske. “The
Grandissimes” of Mr, Cable grows in interest as U
progrosses, snd Mr. Jamee' *Confideuce” is come
cluded. Julls Ward Howe, B. L. Gilder snd M
Stoddard are hesrd from in poetry, tho latter in o
“Hymun to the Hes' We thonght Byron had said
simost all thal waa to be said this contury on thal

Lm Mr. Glidez’'s poem is dainty, as usual,




