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BRAVERY AND SKILL.
"

.

Presentation ot the Bennett Medal to

Captain Daniel J. Meagher.

HIS II E R O I C A C T.

Deeds Which Have Been SimilarlyRewarded m the Past.

"THE ROLL OF MERIT."

At Fireman's Hall yostrrday the Don nott Modal wm
presented by Commissioner J0U11 J. Gorman, by rojueotoftno tru-stoos of the fund. to tlio liremau who
tiaU performed tUo most ymlanl act of tUo year IsIs, ni

lite-saving. Tho recipiunt was captain V. J. Meagher,
foreman of Uook aud Ladder Company No. 3. At
Blcveu o'clock the cutlro company, under command
at Chivf of the Sixth battalion K. W. Welliclm and
Captain Meagher, tiled iuto tho large hall and were
oriucd iu two sides of a square. Following
iieui came teu heroes, who had previously
oeon decorated with the modal. Each man

hail bis medal displayed prominently upon his
breast. They formed on the left of the liue. Oil
the right Chief batus ana nearly all the chiefs of tho
battalion lormud. A few minutes after eleven Presi-
dent King, tho other Commissioners, Secretary
Jussen and a number of visitors appeared. Mr.
lung, addressing tho command, read a letter from
Colonel T. llailey Myers, one of the trustees, iu
which lie regretted that ho was detained at home by
sickness; but expressed tho hope that the presentationceremonies would incite others to acts of heroism,such as Captain Meagher had pcrformod.

TilK l'RKSKNTATION ADDHESS.
Then Commissioner Gorman stepped forward and

addressed the command, as follows:.
Oentlkxkn.You are assembled to-day to particl-

pale in one of tin- most plousing duties we aro called
upon to perform.that of presenting tho ben mitt
Medal to the lireinan who has performed the most
meritorious, noble aud daring act iu the year lfS7t>.
The flruinun thus selected is doubly fortunate.
First, in having the opportunity to save lite; next
in having tho courage to act promptly when there is
a greater probability of saving a life than that of
loping his owu. Courage is dcllued as bravery, in*
trepiility; that quality of the mindAvhich enables
men to eucouuicr danger and d.flieultios with
lirmness or without fear or depression of spirits.
To see lite iu peril, to plan the rescue intelligeutly,
to act promptly and successfully in saving the life
so in peril, is real bravery. To sue, to think, to act,
all must bo instantaneous, but not with rashness,
which is inconsiderate promptness, often causing
the faiiure of a * oil intended act. Cool, deliberate,
intelligent bravery is generally succcsHt'ul aud will
always have its reward, if in uo other way in the
happy reflections consequent upon a knowleugo of
having acted well your part.
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discovered on the upper lloors of No. 2H East Fourteenthstreet. The alarm was sounded'tor station
83'J. Captain Meagher, of Ilook and ladder CompunyNo. 3, with his command, was in front of tho
burning building in less than two minutes from
tho time the alarm was sounded, and on his arrival
saw a female form partly hanging out of tho fourth
story window, llu ordered a torty-two foot ladderplaced against the building, which was done
with almost the speed of thought, but it proved
to bo about tun loet short. lio ordered t at
It be placod on the highest step of the
front stoop. Fireman Flood (than whom no moro

gallant man is in this department) ascended tho
ladder, which was still too short to reach the person
hauging out ot tho wiudow. At this point Fireman
Flood unfortunately seriously injured his foot, tho
severe paiu ot which tor a moment paralyzed bis
efforts.

TUB CAPTAIN TO THE KESCCE.
Captain Meacher, taking in the situation at a

glance, ordered that the ladder be held erect and
away from the building, so us to get all tho length
possible, lie then ascended, standing 011 next to
tho top round of the ladder, fifty-two feet from
the sidewalk, and his head just up tc tho feet
ot tho woman. lie gave hor sonio words of
«ucouragcuiont, and, in a calm but derided
manner, directed her to hold her limbs and body as

rigid as possible. All being roaity ho told her to
drop; she did so; he caught lior >11 one arm, steady-
iug himself by the power of his limbs and one hand
011 the top of the ladder, and thus passed Sarah
Freeman to his comrade. Fireman Flood, who, notwithstandingthe intense paiu he was sutlering by a
badly bruised foot, carried the frightened woman to
the sidewalk fn saiety. For this act of cool, well
planned and determined bravery the trustees havo
decided that tho lleuuett medal for 1878 should bo
1warded to Captain Dauioi J. Meagher, of Hook and
Ladder Company No. 3.
At this point Captain Meagher, by request, stepped

to the frout, when Mr. Gorman placod the gold
xne.lal upon his breast and said:.

It affords me unusual pleasure to present to you
rod place on your breast tho Uounett Medai for 1K78,
awarded to you for saving the life of Sarah Freeman
at midnight on the 2d day of May. 1878, by rescuing
tier from her perilous position hanging from tho
fourth story of the burning building. No. 28 East
Fourteenth street. May your life be long spared to
aid snd assist those powerless to help themselves.
After reading tho official report of Captain

Meagher regarding tho rescue of tho womau and
complimenting him upon his modest reference to
his own part in it, Mr. Gorman gave a history of the
creation of the medal fund:.

UIBTOBY OF THE FUND.
In September, 186S. tho residence of James Gordon

Ilenueti, founder of the Ni'.W Vouk Hkuai.1), was on
liru. The action of the Fire Department on that oc-
casiou prompted Mr. lkinnott to pluce i:i the hands
of Colonel T. llailey Myers, James M. Mclx-an and
ltobert S. llone, us trustees, on April 13, 18CU,
I1.5U0, tho income of which they were directedto uso in procuring annually a
gold medal, to bo struck from a die and
conferred on the fireman who may be best entitled
to that reward. Tho trustees havo discharged their
mine* laimtuuy and won. Although but ten years
have elapsed since Mr. lionuott placed this trust in
their keeping they have had made ana prevented
lourteeu medals, as follows:.
An int.int Foreman Miuthoruc 1>. Tompkins, since

promoted U> be foreman.
Foreman benjamin A. Oicquel, sinco promoted

chief of battalion.
Assistant Foreman Charles L. Kelly, since promotedforeman.
Fireman Ambrose L. Austin.
Assistant Foreman Thomas Ilonry, slnco pro-

moled toretnan and retired on half pay.
Fireman Thomas Hutchinson, since promoted as-

Bihtai.t torciaau and again promoted ton-man.
battalion Comrvander William II. Ku-h, killed in

discharge o.* bis duty September 10, 1876.
Firemtu Alfred Conner.
Asaistant Foreman Henry Scliuck.
Foieman William Mitchell, diod in scrvico of departmentApril 'ifi, 1870.
Assistant Foreman James Horn.
Fireman Joseph McGowau.
Fireman Thomas J. Dougherty.
Foreman Daul< 1 J. Meagher.

TH£ liOLt, or MKIUT.
Mr. Qorman proceeded to speak of the formation,

In November, 1M5S, of what is known as tlio lioll
of Merit, wherein the acts of distinguished bravery
by the members nt the force aro inscribed. "1 now
propose," said be, "to call the Uoll of Merit, and
hope it may be called at each presentation of tho
licnuett Medal hereafter made, that the tiameu of the
noble fellows inscribed thereon may be kept fresli in
our memory. I havo arranged tho roll in the order
of their present rank in the department, and 1 take
great pleasure in announcing the llrct
lisuio to bo that of the present Chief of
Department, Eli Hates, then Chief of Urigado.
William ltowo, chief of First battalion, then captaiu
of company; William 11. Nash, chief of Fourth battalion.whose name was inscribed live limes on roll
of merit anil who was killed in discharge of hi« duty
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bHtUliuu; Benjamin A. Giocjiul, chief oC Fifth bat-
taliou, thon captain of company ; Kdwitrd W. Wllhelm,olnef of Hixtli battalion, then a>«l*taut faro-
man of company; William W. ltliodu*. chief of
Ninth battalion; (iilbort J. Orr, chief of i'euth bat-
Ulioii. CaptaitiN.I'atrlck L>onuhue, ut that time u»-
kiotaut foreman of company; Janiti H. Monroe; Will*
lam r, Hayes, twico Inscribed 011 roll of merit, then
MKUiant foreman of company; Jacob Van Onion,
twico Inscribed on roll of merit, and died In service
01 department January 29, 1877; John D. Hullvan,
at that 11txio axNi»tntit foreman of company; Charles
L. Kelly. then nkh htant foreman ot company; Peter
W'«ir, died in servico of department August 12,
1H76; Uuor^o W. Krb, Joseph F. .McUill,

* John att.er, William .Mitchell, dual In
service of department April 21, 1K70; Daniel
Hraiiluy, then an HM.-istint ioreninn of company;Michael F. Itcevox, Daniel J. Mother, Hubert
WdliauiN, Ueurne Gillies, Thomas Hutchinson, then
a fireman. Assistant foremen.James iloaiioj, twico
iuavrllKid on roll ol merit; Matthew Hicks, at that
time a llreiuan ; Andrew Lynnr, at thai time u flro-
man; John Mcitcrmott, at that time a fireman;
Charioti McNamee, thou a fireman; John F. ft. 1 >u
Flow, then u iireuiau; Francis Carov, then a lire man;
Terence P. Hreunaii, Henry Mehuck, Thomas I,ally,
twice inscribed ou roll of merit; Edward O'Urien,
twico Inscribed on roll of merit: Jamea Horn, twicf
inscribed on lull ot merit; James MeCutohon,
Hu^h J. Golden, Alexander McDonald, William J.
Colby; assistant engineer of steamer »,'hristopher0, Fleck, then a fireman; engineer
ol atuuxuer John liavauuuh, tliuu liiuiuuu;
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assistant engineer of tUaicer lticliard D. Hale, then
aiireuiau; assistant ouuineer of nlcauur Uiuinu K.
lR'iiiswortli. twice inscribed uu roll o£ merit, thru a
fir. man. Firemen.Joseph Weidmiui ami William
K. c'rait, twice inscribed on roll of merit, who die 1
from injur1'* received January -J*. Ih73; Thomas
1.. Jacobus, Thomas J. Dougherty, William \lo-
Kan/.ie. who ill- il in tli'1 service ot' tLe department,
tk tolii r 21, i Ambrose L. Austin, twice
ii.M-nbid 011 roll of merit; John Broun,
thru.* times inscribed ou roll of jurrit;
Ci.orge Mi'Loughliii, James McGivuoy, Theodore
l>ak:u, John 1*. Flood, inscribed ou the roll ot merit
throe times; Michael Mclivo, twice inscribed ou roll
of merit; Alfred Connor, John MeParlau, William V.
Cieud< lining, Timothy McDonald, Thomas K. Fin-
lien. William Wo.an, Willuni II. (lay, twice inscribed

roll of merit: Thomas Harrison, Albert Heuilr.ck-
son, Joiin MoOlanc, twice inscribed on roll of
merit; Joseph Mos<, twice inscribed on roil of merit;
Anthony Stephenson. John Wright, John llern,
l.'harlet W. Hinith, John H. GriJluii, John Carney,
Jacob lteitor, '11.onus Larkiu, Joseph Mellow an,
Jauies Lewis, John iwoberlson, Nicholas P. Loesch,
Jauii'H W. Uallaulier. John Ululoy, No. 1, kille.t iu
discharge of iiis duty, January. 187tt; Timothy
Dwyer, Thomas O'Hearn. Patrick Foley, John C-vanugh,iteorgo Murphy, Dennis J. Dorau, William II.
ItovnoliU, Luke (Jleaaou, Patrick llialy, John Hope,
William Kllue, John J. McM uius, Cuarltis Hopper,
John Mcttowu. Thouias U'lialorau, Patrick Kennedy,M.ohael Connors, Timothy McAullflo, Law-
renee P. Parle, James II. Campbell, lioruaid J. lteil Iy
aiul William Jackson. Private*.William T. I.car
and Patrick J. Lyucli, promoted to be a Unman for
his daring act November 14, 1679, at the lire at No. to
Cannon street."

UtI'. UO ACTS OF TUB MEDAL MEN.
At tho C' iiclusiou of the reeling the ceremonies

ended, tho compauy rnoviug off under command of
Chief Wilhelm and Captain Meagher, and tho medal
men, in whom all the oltlcials take pride, separating
to their various company quarter*. Below will !>e
found a brief sketch of the act* of bravery of each
member ot the force who has won tho Bennett
Modal:.
M. D. Tompkins, assistant foreman of Hook and

Ladder Company No. 1, at a fire on November 11,
18tl8, at a tour story hotel, Nos. 478 ami 4*0 iiroauway,found a woman nearly suffocated on the fourth
tloor, and, at much personal risk to himself, carried
her sately to tho street, where she wu turned ovor
to In police.
Beujamin A. Qlcquel, then foreman of Engine No,

9, on the morning of September 26, 18tl'J, at No. 73
Montgomery street, rescued four persons.two
women and two children.irozu one of the upper
lloors ot a burning structure, and safely passed
them out to his comrades.
Charles L. Kelly, assistant foreman of Engine No.

9, at a lire corner of Division aud Forsyth streets,
on February 9, 1871, hearing piercing shrieks from
one of the upper floors, without waiting tor tho laddersto be thrown up, gallantly climbed the shutters
and awning of an adjoining building, forced au entrancethrough a window, aud tinding three persons
nearly sull'ocated dragged them to the wiudow and
passed them down to the street.
Ambrose L. Austin, llrumau of Engine No. 15, at

a lire on April 24, 1871, at No. 35 Bowery, while waitingfor water, saw a woman in the smoko inside of
the basement door, llo pushed through the smoke,
and, dragging her out, turned her over to the police.
Thomus Henry, assistant foreman of Hook and

Lauuor No. ti, at afire at No. 23 Suffolk street, February15, 1872, entered the second story and carriod
through dense smoko Mrs. Metz, Miss Metz, Mary
Walsh, Mrs. Greenwald and tour children. Ho
passed the eight persons safely out to and down tho
ladders. This brave follow has beou retired on half
pay.
Thomas Hutchinson, of Hook and Ladder No. 1,

on December 29, 1872, at aflro in No. 03 Baxter street,
ascended tho rear lire escapo to the second tloor.
From tho fire escapo on the third Iloor lie fouud a
boy hanging. Calling to tho boy to let go he caught
him in his arms us he dropped and removed him to
the street.
Chief of Battalion William Nash, at a flro at No.

222 Division street in 1873, rescued from tho llanies
two children named llendz, at much .personal risk.
Chief Nash has since died.

ltUN ovku ny nis TntrcK.
Alfred Conner, of Hook and Ladder No. 10, whilo

running in advance of his truck to a tire on July 19,
1873, saw a woman named Mary Brady crossing
Broadway at Cortlandt street, and attempted to
rescue her from being run over. In doing so both
fell under the truck aud the woman was killed and
ho miured. Ho was awarded ouo ot the medals tor
that year.
Honry Hcliuck, assistant foreman or Engines No. 34,

oil December 7, 1873, at a tiro in No. 422 West TUirtysecoudstreet, found a child partially suifocated in a
second storj room, and rescued it.
William Mitchell, foreman of En«ino No. 10, on

Juno 24, 1S74, at a fire at No. 78 l'earl street, looked
in through a window and saw a man crouched beneathsmoke and flaino. He battered down the doom
and shutters, that were red hot, dashed in through
the lire and rescued the man. Mitchell has sinco
diod.
James Horn, assistant foreman of Engine No.

11, at a Are Nos. 351 and 353 llivington street on
March 20, 1875, rescued two children named llail
from the fourth lloor.
Joseph McUowan, fireman of Engine No. C, at a tiro

in No. 15 Thames street on April 14, 187(5, forced his
way into the premises and on the third lloor found
four children, whom he safely conuiietcd to tbo
roof, Heturning to the lloor he found Mary Mulroy,
aged sixty-three years, sick in bed and partially
suffocated. He carried her to the roof through liro
and smoke, and all the party were rescued through
an adjoining house.
Thomas J. Dougherty, fireman of Hook and

Lidder No. 1. at No. 29 North William street, on
March 31, 1H77, found that several persons wero
confined in the sub-basement near the stairs unablo
to escape, breaking down tlio two doors with an axe,
the gallant fellow jumped into the basement, whero
the lire was burning fiercely. There ho found iusonsibleaud prostrate ou the lloor J ulia Frank and
Elizabeth Stevens. He dragged them through and
under the lire to the entrance, and, being a man of
herculean build, lifted them up eight or ten leot to
his comrades, who received them and carried them
to the street, whero they revived.
Foreman Daniel J. Meagher, of Hook and Ladder

No. 3, whose exploits were described in the presentationspeech.
POPULAR PEOPLE.

Tho voting at St. Agnes' Fair attracted may friends
of the candidates last evening. On Friday tho voting
of a cane to tho most popular gentleman resulted in
favor of Mr. llobert J. Dcaddy, tho sexton of tho
church. Tho brewers' cane was carried away last
evening by Mr. l'oter Doelger. The Bold watch for
tho most popular youmr lady was awardod to Miss
Mamie Lynch, who received 3,321 votes. Tho contestfor the stole to the most popular clergyman
will close on Monday night, ltev. Father l'aytun
led tho raco last night with 1,317 vote.) in
his favor, but the other Fathers are each near tho
thousands, and the race will bo close ou Monday
night. Captain Eagan is ahead tor tho fireman's hat,
Dr. J. C. Ma^uire has 1,4/3 votes for tho surgical instrumentsaud Dr. Ferry 1$27. As tho excitement
among the friends of the rivals reiulta iti pecuniary
benefit to the fair nc one feels badly as to the result.
The atteiulauce tor the last week lias been all that
the pastor could desire, and tho financial result will
bo made public when tho collection books sre called
in aud the gold watch awarded to tho lady who has
collected the most money.

RAPID TRANSIT.

Tho property owners of Mount Vornon havo
within the last few days made an earnest movement
in favor of securing rapid transit communication
between that pleasant, healthy and flourishing vil-
lago and this city. At a meeting of the Citizens'
A ..A.I.IlnM ln.lit > ,1m illuir n xnmiii<!lM.i nnn.

hinting of Messrs. P. L. McClel.au, James II. Jutikins
aud Joseph 8. Wood, was appointed to arrange fur a
meeting of property owners lo sign a petition
to the Hoard of Supervisors tor the appointment of
a commissi in to lay out a route for a
rapid transitrailway to run in connection with these
to tie constructed in the annexed wards north of thu
Iiarlcm ltiver. Mr. Wood stated that the gentlemen
who arc to build the roads in the upper part of New
York are ready and willing to coutinue the road to
Mount Vernon; that to connect with one spur of
the city road only about one lnllo would have to be
built, while to connect with tho spur o£ another road
shout four miles ot road would be necessary. In responseto an announcement that Judge J. (). Dykmati,
of tlieHupreinoColtrt, iiad consented to visit Mount
Vernon to administer the oath to tho signers of thn
petition to the effect that they nro householders and
taxpayer* (fifty being required) 107 promptly appourcd
aud expressed their earnestness in the matter, ami
pasted a vote of thanks to Judge iJykmuu for attendingthe meeting.

OITOssED TO THK CENTAL.
The Chicago Hoard of Trade has taken a positive

stand against tho contal system, and in reply to tho
uddronn sent tliuin by the grain trado of the New
York l'roduco Kxchanue, Mr. Charles Uaudolpli, llieir
secretary, was instructed to forward tho following
resolution in relation to the matter adopted by the
lloard of Directors oi that association:.

Uiisulveil, Tlist we rci-uril any clfort mi tho r>*rt' cf In-
«1 ivi>Iii.kI liosnla i»f inote uf ilikr* vim 11 try to ostatjIlRh thn
i vntal syatuni In tlialr duallnir* a* unwUii mill wo hellevo
until the uoceaiary Congroiilonul tunl U>t'i*l itivo anion
in tHMvn in livlisll iif the cviitsl njriti'm to make It Ki'tiuisl
tlirmiKloiiit tho eudntrv, and rnicurreil In bv a vnnrert iif
ai'tlmi mi tlm purl of liiu various tiunrilh uf trado of too
country. xiivli Individual elt'ort will pruve uhurtive auil iui-
practicable.

MLLDUOVtf LiAiil (JiIAL.JLhNUiS.

NKW YORK, Doc. 27, 1879.
To tiik l'.niToa or thf. IIkrai.I):.

1 ixxuo tliii follnwmi; cliullotiKu, which rIiaII jiopItlvolylio tho la*t 1 will ever ia»ho to any wrontlcr
a^aiu:.

1 will wrentlc any tna in the world, boat two out
of three falla, Oroco-ltoinan Myle, tor the champion-
whip anil a trophy to lm YiluiJ at any price iroiu f 1U
tu jiUO, tho winner to tUio cvurytlilng; or I will
wroatlo Mr. IJaiiur for nothing: hi a room, thuro to bo
only ii ruiorro prcneut} or 1 will wreath) him before
tlm ])ublic, I to pay nil the u\|>unscn for a trophy, tho
rociiuta alt.;r the liXpuuaeH to tic njunlly divided betweon8t. Juhu'a (lUild ami Ht. Vincent ilc l'anl Ho-
doty, thai coiitoet to Uko place at any Onto tho ac-
ceptor of tliin nlialh'Diie may name. Hliouhl tiic
chailoii|{o Hot I n ftrcupt««l within thirty illy* I nil ill
retlrv orever iroiu tho profit <>nai arena. ltc«pcct-
fully youiH, VLLLlAii .JlLLnju^. i

HERALD, SUNDAY, DEC]

GLASS BALL SHOOTING.

EUGENE BOGAKDU8 WINS THE CUAMl'IONaHIP

OK AMKItlCA WITH THE KIKL1'..

For the tli st timo in tho history of glass bull nhootiunWilli tho rillo the above titlu w.is won in a I tmii
fi le match by Kui.eue Eogardu*, a boy but Uftt<-u

yeara of uge, oil Friday owning l ust, at Captain IiogarUus'Shooting School, iu this city, 'i'ho
match took place between the boy Kuyene
and Dr. Bower Talbot, for a {?old modal
offered bv the Winchester Repeating liillo
Com puny to establish the above championship
Ln a legitimate way. On? hundred balls *«r« >*hot
At with a Winchester rillo. sprung from Bo)>ardua'
new traji tor rill" -hooting, Eugene breaking 77 out
of 100 and Dr. Talbot but 15 ant of a like number.
This medal must now be held by young Botfaidns
against all comers tor ono year. At the same placo
on Saturd iy evening Eugene ltogurdus won a bountifulmodal offered by Captain B"gardus for boys
Seventeen years of aye and under, by a acorn of
7r> glass balls out of lo<> broken from tho rillo 1r:ip
with Winchester rltlo. If tho riflo shooters at glass
balls, which we hear of iu such numbers throughout
tho country, have any claim to the scores they pub-
lish, they can now set all doubts at rest by » contest
with the young champion who holds theso medals
subject to the Hkill of any mail or boy in America
to wrest them from him.

Astou UOL'S*:, Doc. 27.1870.
To tuk Editor ok tiix IIkkald:.
My sou, Ku.'ouu Buj(«r<iui, having on Friday )a«t won

tbu onlv modal ever efforod and coutubted for In a
tifna til" match at gins* hall shooting with a ritio. although
but Ut'tcon yoart of ago, brands to-day "Champion tflaM*
ball ahot of America with Winchotter rifle M A» by tho
toruib establishing this championship tho holder of tho
modal must ujtund tho same for one yoar ayrainat all
com or*. 1 horoh.v yrivo notice th »t 1 am ut all timon t»r«parodto back my son against any one in a match for tli»
championship modal under tho ruloi which j;ov*ni it.
Yours, truly, A. H. UOGARDL'S.

SKATING.

Tlioro was no skating la Central Parle yesterday,
and but few visitors. Owing to tho suow which full
on tho ice when It was wot thoro will bo uo good
skating until a new coatiug freezes over, which will
be in a few days if tho temperature continues low
for that time.

TUB OPENINO DAY AT CAPITOLXNE LAKE FOB

SKATING.

Yesterday was the opening day for tho lovers of
tho delightful opon air cxorciso of skating. Pretty
soon after the baseball season closed tho necessary
arrangements tor Hooding tho grouuds wero made.
About a week before Christmas the wator was

turned on, and ice formed in the early part of the past
woeK. Not, however, until yesterday was it sufficientlysolid to boar tho hundreds of visitors who
usually attend. Everything passed off to tho entiro
satisfaction of those who were upon tho ice, as well
as to the scores of elderly latlius and their attendantswho occupied the shelter building both day and
evening. With the grounds and buildiugs brilliantlyilluminated, with elegantly dressed ladies
gliding gracefully over the smooth surface of tho
ico, with tho merry ring of laughtor and the chattingof happy youths, a scene that was truly enchantingwas presented to view at tho entertainmentlast night.

HAKLEM ATHLETES.

The rooms of tho Harlom Athletic Club, on Third
avenue, close to tho Harlem llivor, wero crowded
last evening with members and invited guests. It
was the annual reception of tho club, which has
heretofore taken place 011 Christmas Evo. At tho
door of tho club rooms were Messrs. E. 31. llolsou,
president; C. W. Gaylor, vice president; J. V.
llaviiand, secretary, and W. J. K. Kondrick,
a< a reception committee, assisted by other
members. A hearty welcome was extended to
each guest as ho passed in. Tho representatives
from other Athletic clubs wore W. 1). Baker, of
Brooklyn; 11. 11. Polton, Groenpoiut; A. II. Derougo,
Shorthill (Milburn, N. J.); \Y. S. Council, ScottishAmerican,and K. E. Van Gieson, Montcluir. Tho
Now York, l'lainlield, Manhattan and American
Athletic clubs were also represented. Messrs. llall
(three brothers) und Scott, forming ti quartet gleo
club, from Moil Haven, >ang some part songs m
admirable stylo. There was no formal programme,
but plenty of music and dancing, and an abundant
supper of tlie true Santa Clnus standard.

AUGUSTA 11ACES.

The Citizen's Association of Augusta, Ga., will
comincuco its race meeting ou tijo Gth of January,
and continue live days. Thoro will bo three races a

day for four days, and on the lifth day live rac.es will
be ruu. About .'f'.J.tHHj will bo given in ptirsuw, tind
the association wwuia dotermiuod to havn somo VAXts
sport during thu meeting.

HOUSE NOTES.

A sale of fast young trotters from the State of
Maine, tho property of Mr. John F. Jackson, came
olf yestorday at Uarker & Son's auction mart, corner

of Broadway and Thirty-ninth street. The followingare the horses sold, the purchasers anil the prices
obtained:.
Fannie, b. m.,C years old, Mr. 8. liobinson, Now
York $225

Coin, b. g., 7 vears old. Colonel Jennings, Hoboken,N. J 335
Draco Dapple, g. g., 7 years old, Mr. W. Walsh,
Jersey City 205

11liby, blk. g., 0 years old, Mr. It; E. Schononiau,NuW iork 230
Fred, oil. g., 8 year* old, Mr. W. McMichaoi,
New York 215

Annie, br. m., 7 years old, Mr. H. M. Wilson,
iirooUiyn 295

Pygmalion, br. g., 8 years old, Mr. T. McCiregor,
liutfulo 1,000

Captain, blk. p., 6 years old, Mr. 1\ Langevin,
New York 250

Hester, b. m., 'J years old, Mr. C. Williamson,
New York 105
The brawn gelding Pygmalion was Hired by Jules

Jurgunsen, and is suid to-be able to trot in 2:30.
Mr. W. W. Smith, of Cyuthlai.a, Ky., sold on tlie

20th lust, his line mare Lizzie smith to a gentleman
ot St. Louia, for *3,uuo.

YACHTING NOTES.

At a regular mooting of the Now Jersey Yaclit
Club, hold at their club house iuHohoken ou Friday
last, the following gentlemen were elected delegates
to the National Association of Yachtsmen for tlio
ensuing year:.Commodore. T. 11. ltouers; Vice
Commodore, W. 11. Dllworth, and Ex-Coin modoru,
E. W. Ketchuui.
A nautically-lncllnod genius in this city, nays the

San Francisco C<ill, December 18, is :it work on tho
model of n boat which be expects will create a revolutionin sailing eraft aud be especially adapted lor
ploasuro purposes. The hull of tho craft is not particularlynew, but it is in thu means of propulsion
that the novelty occurs. This is doue by means ot a
wind-mill. Large fans of cloth are altachon to a

cylinder which encircles the must. Tho lower end
of thu cylinder is atlachud to a system of cogs which
operate a horikoutai shaft, which works to au ordinaryscrew. Very little wind is required to set tho
fans iu motion, aud the craft can bo s.iilcd directly
in the wind's eye.

INDOOll AKCHEliY,
The New York Archery Club met yesterday afternoonin Excelsior llall, Ninth aveuue and Twenty"

seventh street, to contest for the monthly prizo.
There were live lady contestants, and thu match was a

handicap, ninety urrows at thirty yards. The prize,
a gold tassel lor a quiver. wa« won by Sirs, lie Euua,
V.'iio made 307 points. Miss Morton made 301; Miss
Huvell, 2tl: Miss Wren, 200, and .Miss Manger, 108.
There was quite a large number of spectators present,nearly all being lad oh. Tho contestants w«ro
neatly attired iu dark costumes aud woro Derby
1i itu K.ii'li ladv carried a small ure'.'ii iiulvnr. i nn.

tiiiiilnff three arrows, *lun<? over her back, and all
woro colorod liandkurchieiH around thoir necks. A
kind of "wrlHtlui" niadu of leather w«n il»o used no
hm tu prsTiiut dcllcatii flngon front being chafed by
tho arrow aa It sped tliroU|:h the hauil». 1 Jj.- malo
lncuibcra of tho cub 11U0 did hoiiio excellent shootiu/.In tlu tuturu monthly ricuutlona should bo
held in th<> houses of member*. The next prize for
lady contestants will bo Thompson's "Wlchcry of
Archery."

SPOUTING NOTES.

Hwoepatakea at pigeons wcro ahot at Whootcr's
Park, Katuiitown, N. J., yesterday afternoon.
Muaara. J. Von Bracket, H. Whitu and C. Campbell
Wore the principal winners.
A pigeon shooting a«'oep»tako took place at Wont

Bud, >i. J., yesterday. 'l'hu pri/.o was a gun and tho
condition* 10 bird* rach, liandicuu riao. Mr. lirey,
'2'J yards, klllud all and won.

Juinc* Snnford and W. r,on ot a pigeon match
t hocauctts, N. J., yeaterdm in. conditions worn

no birds ca ll, yards rise and $100 a aide. Situford
knocked over 41 und Iiong 39,
Interesting plucon ahooting contests took placoat

Bergen l'oint, N. J., yesterday. Walter Godfrey won
a cup and Colonel liutler anu A. 1). Duxtor wore winuor*in sweeps of 10 birds each. *

Messrs. Trapl'.aKcn and lilaku shot a pigeon tnatrh
at Koaelle, N. J., yesturday. Tint conditions wore '26
birds cucu, '21 yards rlao, 960 a si.In and Kliodo
Island ruloato govern. 1'raphageu killed'22 audillaku
1U.
The Height* Club allot for a set of traps at 1'lalnfield,N. J., yesterday. Thirteen member* competed.Tlio conditions weru 10 bulla each, '21 yarda,

;i trapa and 13o;;ardua rules. Mr. Mldwindio waa the
winner.
The inonllily competition of tlio Iiergon l'oint

Ullle Club lor the championship badge came oil at
M.iyoiinc, N. J., yeal I'day. The conditions wcru 10
shots, atainilnff, '2no yarda, any ntlu. The best scores
wI I'll M. ltutlileii, Hi; L)l\ U. ilul t, a lower Hi, aud J.
T. U, Coluua, i J. 1
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WILLIAM HKl'WOltTH DIXON, FKOMftH AUTHOH.
Mr. Iicpworth Dixon, who died yesterday, in Kng-

laud, of apoplexy, ia his fifty-ninth year, wan better
known in America tliau many of hU superiors iu the
literary world, tliouj;h what was known of bin way

not altogether couducive to his permanent reputation.As editor of the Aihetunim tor sixteen yearn
his trcattnsnt of Amcricau subjects and Americau
authors was the reverse of sympathetic, and tlio
several volumes which he published on American
institutions were not calculated to win him & rcpu-
tation tor historical accuracy. Still ho Mas a man

of great not j and considerable influeuce iu
his time, and many of his books have been extensivelycirculated here. Mr. Dixon had a family
leauing toward Puritanism, which ought to have
served him iu hotter stead when dealing with cisAtlanticthemes, lie was tlio son of Abner Dixou, of
HolmArth, Yorkshire, and was born at Manchester
June Jo, is-.il. His early life was spent on a farm, on

account of delicate health, and he never enjoyed the
boueiitof a regular scholastic training. When still
quite young he made his literary debut by privately
printing a live-act tragedy, which has reuiaiiio l unknownto tho public, lie was an early contributor
of verso 10 Douglas jcrrom s /uuwiimuru aujiuun,
and about 1841 became literary editor of a country
paper at Cheltenham. In 1840 lie settled in Loudon
as a law student at the Inner Temple, and began
contributing to the Daily Mews a series of articles on
the "Literature ot the Lower Orders" anil on "LondonPrisons," which were well received and were

useful in directing philanthropic effort to tlio
amelioration of the condition of tho London poor.
It was in this connection tliat ho wrote his lirst

published book, "John Howard, a Memoir" (181'J).
In 1850 he was appointed a deputy commissioner
for the organization of the "World's Fair" of tho
following year, and rendered good service in tho
organization of above a hundred committees
on technical subjects. In 1851 he published
a, "Life of William Penn," written without
much insight, but which accomplished tho
easy and useful task of exposing Lord Macaulay's
calumnies against tho founder of Pennsylvania. Iu
18.W he travelled through Franco, Spain, Germany,
Italy and Hungary as far as Belgrade, wrote a biographyot Admiral Illako and a pamphlet, "The
French in England," ridiculing the invasion panic
ot that year. In 1853 he became editor of the cUiof
critical weekly ol Great Britain, the Athena;urn, iu
which ho wielded until lKO'.l u power altogether disproportionedto his critical ability. His magisterial
relations with British authors procured him the
doubtlui advantage of the literary executorship
of Lady Morgan, and iu con]miction with Miss
Jowsliury he published her "Memoirs." In 1858
tho influence of the AUienouni was successfully ex-
cried to ubtain for historical students free uciess to
tho "State l'apurs" of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, and shortly afterward he took the held as
a champion ot Bacon against Macaulsy and Lord
Campbell, publishing "The Personal History of Lord
Bacon." In 1804 he made a long tour in the Kant,
winch resulted in a work on "The iioly Laud" (2
vols., 1805), and he had some part in originating
the Palestine Exploration Fund. He spent a few
months iu 1800 iu travels iu the United States, giving
especial attention to Mormondom and socialism. As
a result ho published his two best known works,
"New America''(1807), and "Spiritual Wives" (18118),
in which ho displayed a strange incapacity to judge
correctly of American society or political tendency.
In 18GU he retired from the editorsliip of the At/uruiuiiiand made a tour in Uusslu, the narrative of
which was inappropriately entitled "Free ltussia"
(2 vols., 1870). About this lime he was appointed a
magistrate lor Middlesex, and elected a member of
the London School Board. Ills largest work was entitled"Her Majesty's Tower" (I vols., 180U-71),
which was supplemented last year by a similar
book on "Koyal Windsor." Ho made many other
journeys in Europe, and in 1874-5 made a second
visit to tho United States, resulting in his best
American book, "White Conquest" ('1 vols., 1870),
which, though written iu a pessimistic vein, con-
tains somo useful information about tho condition
of tlio negro, the Indiau and the Chinaman in
America. Other of his writings wore "Tho Lives of
the Archbishops of York" (180!)), "The Switzors"
(187*2), "Tho History of Two Queens.Catherine of
Arauon and Anne Boleyu" (4 vols., 1873-4), "Diana,
Lady Lyle" (3 vols., 1877), and "Uuby Orey" (3 vols.,
1878), the two latter being novels. Last year ho visitedCyprus and wrote a book on that island. Mr.
1*1X011 was a liberal iu politics, though conservativo
on religious subjects. He was an untiring lecturer
and public speaker and at one time (1808) had asuirationsfor a seat iu Parliament, lie rendered good
servicos on the School Board, also in promoting
sanitary and architectural reiorms for the bouelit of
the Loudon poor, in procuring the establishment of
Sliattcsbury Park and tho opening of London Tower
to the public. 11c was a member of many learned
societies and president of thu Tonic Sol Fa Teachers'
Association. Ho possessed great facility in writing
and a pleasing style, which rendered his ourocr a

pecuniary success and kept his name before tho
public, but none of his works are likely to be con-
suited as authoritative by future ^oucratious.

COUNT ALiiELT 1)E CIItCOUBT, FLENCH 1118TOlUAN.
Anno Mario Joseph Albert, Count do Clrcourt, who

died recently in France, was boru at Bouxicrcs-aux-
Clienes, Department of Meuriho, Juuo '23, lSO'J,
graduated at the Knvul School lu 1820, served on the
Levant coasts, wan present at the blockade of Algiers
iu lb2S and at the capture of that city in 1830. Being
idea tilled by family associations with the house of
Bourbon he resigned from tho navy upon the change
of dynasty in 1830, and devoted himself chiefly to
historical literature, lu which, as well as iu general
information, lie became better versed than almost
any man of his lime. His writings appeared
chielly lu Borryer'a review, France el Euro\K
(1*15-40), in the Revue tie I\iru and the
MUuAk*i»t VnittruUt tie (jau ve, and included
various narratives of travel aud m~ro tiiau una
romance. During the second Republic, to which he,
like many legitimists, gave his support, ho wan the
conductor of tho Department oi hurciirn Affairs iu
tlie columns of the Oj)tmon J'uhliquc. lie held aloof
from public lite during tlie Empire, but wan one of
the founders of the "liberal umou" party, 18(53, aeueptcdin 1X7-J an election by the Assombly to the
Couucil of .State. Hts chiof works were "Tho Historyof the Mudejar Moura, or Moriscos, under
Christian Domination" (3 vols., 184G-M), and a mono-
graph on "The Battlo of Hastings" (1868). Ho was
the chief author of tlie volume entitled "lJecciitrall-
zution mud Itopresentutivs Monarchy" (18G'i), which
contained tho political programme ot the legitimist
party of that date.

THOMAS KNOX, SCOTTISH PHILANTHROPIST.
Mr. Thomas Knox, tho most prominent champion

of temperance reform In Scotland, died at Edinburgh
on tlie 4th lust., iu his sixty-first year. He was born
at (ireenlaw in 181b, became a merchant at Edinburgh
iu 1843, published ouo or two volutuos of verse, and
iu 1845 issued liis "Modern Chronicles of tho Canon-
uatc," a work revealing the soamy si.io of life in
Edinburgh, which had a powerful influence In stiinu-
lating the ettnrtv for social reform made by Dr.
(iuthrle and Dr. W. Chambers and led up to the enactmentof tliu Forbes-Mackenzie uct agaiust tlie
Sunday liquor traffic. Eor many jours Mr. Knox
was president of the Edinburgh Total Abetlueucu
Society and prominent iu ail efforts for the social
improvement of the Scottish metropolis. He w;.s an
eloquent lecturer and an enthusiastic triundof populartechnical education, acting as master of tho Mer-
chant Compauy, a trustee of many chariti?s and a
founder of the training ship and of tho Walt Institution.Ho was an anient liberal and was on iho plat-
form at Mr. U ladstone's reception at Edinburgh.

NATHANIEL. H. OSGOOD.
Nathaniel H. Osgood, ouo of tho oldest employe*

of tho Appraiser's Department lu the Custom House,
died very suddenly on tho 'iilih lust., agod seventy
years. Ho whs born in Massachusetts, but came to
this city many years ago and wout into business.
In lSG'J lie was appointed a clerk in the Custom
ltoUi»e, uui wu very su<>u imunmreu 10 wie I'uuuo
Htore as cashier. There it became his duty to disburseall moneys for cartaxes and collect nil duos tor
sample package*. I'urlug liiit entire seventeen yeaia
ot wurvlce Mr. t>sgood never missed but one business
day, and tbat vrux to attend his wife's funeral. At a
UH'UtlnK of the employe* of tlio Eighth division y0sterday.presided over by Coloucl George M. Dusnnbury,resolutions laudiitorv of tlie character of I bo
deceased were passed and a committee was appointed
to attend the funeral.

liADT MAltdAUKT L. HI NCLAIIt.

I.ady Margaret Learuionth Sinclair, one of the
moat distinguished representatives of tho pint con-

tury in Bcotland, died at Edinburgh on tbo 7th init.,
ayed eighty-live year*. Who was born in Edinburgh
in January, 17U4, and married about 1H14 Sir John
Hinclolr, of Dunbeatb, a member of a faintly well
known la Soottiah history and lit. rature. Forflfty
years she resided nt ltarrock House, Caithness, but
for some years past bad lived at Kdinburgli. She
lmd several sous who attained distinction, but tlmy
ail died before bur. Shu was a stanch liberal poll-
tieian. but was one of tlio few who atlll remembered
the Jacobite legends of 1743. She was buried in
ltolyrood Chapel, betng probably the last person to
be burled there.

JOHN CAKPBBT.L MACKKNZfK.
John Campbell Mackenzie, forty years connectedwith tho editorial department of Galtgnani',

Mrturuytr, the chief English periodical In continental
Europe, died at Paris Docoinber (!, aged seventy-four
years. He was born at (lal way, Iruland, In 1804, graduatedat Trinity Collegu, Dublin, studied theology, and
settled In Paris an a tutor ill 1H30, acting also as correspondentfor tho Vm-niti// Chronicle, and becstnt- In
lf-40 an editor of Uahyniini't Mrttmyer, For several
years he was sue ot Its piopueiuis and its eUief

PLE SHEET.
editor, but relinquished most of bis duties sou*
months uijo on account of hi* health. He was well
known to and very popular with tbo numerous
American colony iu Par.*.

JUAN BANT1STA ALONSO, SPANISH STATESMAN.
Befior Jiiuu liuuiista Aloi.se, formerly President of

the .Spanish Cibiuot, and a distinguished member ot
tbo Ma iritl !tar uud of ti n Spanish Cortes, died at
Madrid early in tke present mouth, ayed about liny-
five yearn.

BENJAMIN RAM PAL, FRUMCU SOCIALIST.
51. Benjamin Itauioa!, a leading i'reucb organiser

of co-operative societies aud translator into French
of the works ot ScLultze-DeliUcb aud of Henry C.
Carey, died recently iu Paris, aged sixty-live years.

WEST HIDE PROPERTY COWNERS.

TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS DISCUSSED BY MEN

WHO PAY T1IEM.NEW LAWS NEEDED.
A largo and Important mooting of the West Side

Association was bold last ui^ht at tbo rooms of tbo
society. No. 01 West Thirty-fourth street. Mr.
Dwigbt If- Olmstead occupied tho chair, and auuouneedthat be had invited a number of nentleiuou
wjil versed iu city aii'airs to address the association,
tbe subject of the evening being "Taxation and
Local Assessments." Ot the goutfemeu Invited tho
Chairman said be observed that ouo of them, who
was particularly well informed ou those subjects, Mr.
Georgo XI. Andrews, was present. Cur tax lawu, tho
Chairman continued, should be repealed aud now
ones enacted. Au important question is aa to tho
extent to which unimproved property Hhoulil be
taxed. Heretofore there has been uu distinction lu
tho tax lawn, and unimproved lots have been made
to pay part of tho ushessmeuts tor tho improvement
of downtown streets. There arc other question* as to
whether improved property ought to be taxed at all.
Whether foreign residents are to be taxod is a matter
of importance, Uu those points the Chairman was
not prepared to express an opinion, but of one tliiug
ho was certain.that the tax laws as thuy uow stand
aru absurd.
At the close of Mr. Ulinsteod's remarks tho followinggentlemen were elected members of tho aasociation:.lsaiasMeyer, General J. W. De Peyater. John

K. Parsons, John J. Claneey, J. M. Htrtshornc,
l,ewih J. Phillips, William A. Cuildweii, Miss Susan
A. Kiug, J. Unmaiue Brown, 11. \V. T. Mali, Emit
Oulbermunn, J. It. Dillon, Ooorgo lilies, Ell wood K.
Thorne, J. W. Feeter, Matthew iiird, Abraham
Dowdney, A. Gibbln-, William H. Hays and Jacob
Hays.

Mil. ANDIlirws' ADDBX3S.
Mr. Cleorgo H. Andrews sai.l that while holding

public otlico iu this city some years u^o he aubmilledu scheme of taxation which ho thought was
thoroughly e<juiiable. l<'or tho purposes ot taxation
property was to bo divided into three classes and the
taxis graduated accordingly. Strictly improved
property was tho highest class and ougut to pay tho
highest rate ot tax.say at tho rate of 100 per cent.
Tho next class wun suburban property.property
not improved, but suscjptiblo to improvement, to
be t»xed at the rate, aay ot sixty-elx Dor cent. Tho
third class wis farm properly, which he thought
should pay the lowest lute, suy thirty-three
per cont. lie was opposed to exempting
unimproved property altogether. The result
wouid be u blight on the city's growth if a
premium were ottered to the miser to abstain from
improvements for the purpose of escaping taxation.
The great grief ot tho ages has been taxation. If taxationis equal, howovor, it is just and equitable.
Tho trouble is that ofleu if is uuequal. Iu our own
case more money is wruug from the people of tho
city than from those of tho other parts of the State.
The tux laws are in the worst possible condition.
Thuy threaten everything and reach almost nothing.
Too few people come under their operation. There
is only one way to remedy the evil, and that is to
place iu the hands of every person in the State a list
of property of every kind aud tcquire it to be ailed
up by each person with what ho actually owus.
Uu the west side the requisites aro men and
money. These aru of more consequence thun
tho rato of taxation. Tnere are two ways to
get these.ouo is to tax everything and tho
other to tax nothiug. Tho true policy for tho
city of New York is to charge tho emigraut who ia
willing to come here nothing for his money, whether
he brings $1.00J or $10,000,000. Ho will soon bo
taxod on everything that he requires; aud this the
upcaKor luustraieu uy uuuiuoua uisiaucos in jirmiua
who loft tho city and weut elsewhere to live simply
because the.v wore tuxod directly ou all thoy owned.
Our tax laws, ho said, aro useless for revonue but
powerful tor evil. Speaking of corporations ho said
ho would impose a tax upoit them to bo collected directlyby tliu Statu. There must bo a change iu our
tax laws. Either we must tax everything by inquisitorialenactment* or wo mu-t tax nothing in tho
way ot personal iiroporty. Uo argued that in tlio
latter case real estate ownors would not bo iujurod,
because population would be attructod.

WAlt ON WKST SIUK MIAKTIKS.
At tlio close oc Mr. Audrewti' uddrcss a nories of

resolution)* was adopted in tavor of tlio removal
of all shinties on tuo wont wide before the 1st day
of May next. Mr. II. II. Cauinaiin, who rocently
carried ou the shanty war at .Sevouly-uiulh street
and Ninth avenue, iu tlio most active mover in this
matter, and property owners interested are requested
to enter into au agreement upon tlio basis of tlio
resolutions.

MISEU LEWIS' MONEY.

Another hearing in the mattor of tho estate of tho
late Joseph L. Lewis, of Ilobokon, who bequeathed
his forluno to tho United States government, was

hold before ltoferoo Cornelius S. Sco, in Jersey City,
yesterday. When the caso was opened Mr. Edwardsl'ierropont, who appears for tho government,
asked it tho woman claiming to bo Lewis' widow
would bo present, lier counsel answered that she
intended to appoir if promised that sho
would not be placed uuder arrest. The oppos-
lug counsel staled that thoy did not intend
to arrest her, and t Uo alleged widow, upon
being sent for, put in au uppearance. William
Amoux .upon being recalled, took tliu stand aud te>tilirtithat a few weeks ago Marcus Sacia handed him
$100, but witness refused to take it because ho
ieared that it Ntas a counterfeit, and that Sacia was

hatching a plau to have him arrested with the coun-
terloit iu his possession; Sacia and witness got
intoxicated that day, aud Sacia told Amoux that
if he signed his testimony all hands iu
the conspiracy would be arrested; Elijah J.
Caldwell was not instrumental in making
the witness a party to the conspiracy to break tho
will; his guiilo through tho ontiro a flair was Sacia;
witness went voiuutarily to lJotoctivo Lowell and
told him that lio hud determined to expose tho conspiracy; he had never received a promise of any rowardlor the confession.
The alleged widow was then placed on tho stand,

and morely stated that she is ut present stopping at
the liotel Koyal, in tuis city, and her further exam-
inatiou was duiurrod until Saturduy next.

FIRES IN WILLEAMtfBUBGw
The tire at tho tinwaro works of E. Ketcliam k Co.

in Williamsburg yesterday morning resulted in tho
partial destruction of the factory, and au estimated
loss of $75,000 on stock, $o0,000 on stumps aud other
expensive machinery, and about 110,000 ou the
buildings, aggregating $1US,000. liy a fulling wall
tho adjacout* wire works of V. O. Uichardson
wore damaged to tho extent of at leant
$H,0iJ0. Tho brick work broke through the roof
and cut an opeuiug downward through two tl)ors to
tho ground. Assistnnt V.upinecrs Krost and Cunriughaiu,with several tlreuieu upon the rool in
question, narrowly escaped being caught by tho fall-
in;; brickwork. The M< ssrs. Ketchum U Co. employedupward of two hundred and fifty persons,
upon whom tho loss of work wiit be a severe trial
at tills season. The brokers ot the llrui refused to
furmali a lilt of tliu iiifurauce companion; but mud
that thu total umoiuit of tnatirauc* wan #1011,500,
The lire originated lii a roo.u where gooda were
picked (or ahlpwettt, according to the account given
by a watchman.
A defective llue In tlio throe ntory brick building

No. Ki Fourth htreat cauae a aeroiul Urn about ttvo
o'clook yoattrday morning. Much Ur>'iutu ami onglue*ax could bit h|)iki1 irom tliu groat lire were
promptly despatched to iho locality threatened.
Xhe Haines diil but littio damage, however, tlio lona
ulitailed having boeli chiefly by water ami hiuoI.c.
Theodore Dowa, alioe dealer, lo»ca about $ on
atock, which ih covered by inauimucc. .Wrt . ,»1. C.
Wood, manufacturer of droits puttorua, lo.it f5oo ou
her stock and furulturo. ,

WIDOW'S 8UIT FOR*"D0WE1L
A ruit haa boon brought In tlio Klnga County 8u-

prcnie Court by Henrietta l'aircblld-agauiat Harriot
Parnieutlce to recover dower In the premises No. 3'J
Kant Thirtieth itroot, this city. Eiigono 1). Fair-
child, who owned tlio property In quvatlou, died at
the Hoffman IIouho lu 1«J7, leaving to 1>»« aunt,
tho defendant. The plaintiff, who wan not men-
tioncd in the will, allegoa that aim was married to
deceased by ltev. Howard Oroaby in 1H73. film had
n>>t reaidod with dnooa»ed lor aoiuo time prior to hia
death, at which tliuo ho had|a auit pending In tho
rourta to have thulr marriage annulled ou thogrouud
that when he married her alin had another husband
living, Ilorauswor waa to the effect thut tho former
marriage had been nntiulled provloun to her luarriago
with deceased. The defendant ulaitna that tho plaiutlU'amarriagu with ducoaaed waa uull and void.

CONVICJEL) OF FORGERY,
The Jury In tho trial of Churloa Lindner, chargod

with tlio anno of forgory, which has Just been concludedbefore Judge Depow, in Newark, rollred at
three o'clock yesterday afternoon. Alter a brief deliberationa ballot wan t.ikeu, which resulted it)
eleven for conviction and one for acquittal. A few
momenta later a second ballot wita taken, when the
verdict for convictlou was mtulo unanimous. After
their return to the court room Judge Depew announcedthat lie would dufur auntvueo until ut*t
week.

THE VITRIOL THROWER.

NO POSITIVE EVIDENCE OF 1SSANITr INTERVIEWWITU A SON OV THE INJU&KD MAN.

l'liii.Pa., Dcu. 27, 1S79.
Until witlliu a tow yoarts pant tit*' poeuliar form of

in lylicm known u.svitrioi throwing lias been confined
to Franco. TSi.to tho crime wan almost exclusively
confined to yriselt.s iutout on avenging themselves
on lovers who had dcsertml tlicm. In lact, smno of
tlio I'sri-s journals kept the heading "L i Vitrioleuse"
standing. From Paris tho abominable criiuo spread
to the provinces, several horrible case* occurring iu
Lyons, Marseilles. Amicus una liordeaux. Tho crime
fouml its way across theCh>uuol, but the magistrates
Of London dealt with it so severely that it never
has nourished there. Ill New York several cases of
vitriol throwing have occurred at raro intervals, ami
on Christmas night a most atrocious act of this kind
occurred iu the city of Philadelphia. On that night
about seven o'clock, lioorgo Shepherd, a well known
boatbuilder and resident of OKI Kcusiugton, waa

standing ou the st.p.s of his residence, Mo. 1,(01
Sliackanuxon street, when ho waa approached by
George Wood, a retired shipbuilder and a aupposed
friend, who deliberately throw a pint of sulphu^iu
aeid in his lace, destroying iho sight of his left eye
and burning him about the neck and face so dreadtuilythat his life is despaired of. Tlio strange fact
about the atrocity is that inquiry fails to establish
the truth of any of the allegations set up by the
relatives and friends of thevitirol thrower. Immediatelythe deed was committed every means was employedto suppress the tacts and It was not until hist
night, when the condition of the injured man becamevery alarming, that Wood was takon before
local magistrate, Squire Allen, and held in $5,000
bail to appear in court. It is now believed that an
examination in court will show tlio act to be one of
long premeditation and criminal iutout, and not the
deed of au iusano man. Charles K. and Isaac Wood,
brothers of tho vitriol thrower, had him con*

veyod to tho Franktort Insane Asylum, in the northernpart of the city, this morniug, but it is assortol
that tho District Attorney is dsterinined to have the
case thoroughly investigated.
The mil story of the criino as obtalnod at the house

of the injured mau this eveuiug is i.s follows:.Oa
Wednesday night, at uiuu o'clock, Wood called at Mr.
Shepherd's house, No. 1,031 Shockamaxon street. Mrs.
Shepherd caiuo to thu door and Wood asked for Mr.
Shepherd. Ho was told that ho was not at home.
Wood thou stood sevurn 1 minutes at the door, and ft
neighbor coming out of the next door he hid a cup
which up to that time ho had carried iu his hand
under liis coat. .Both the neighbor aud Mrs. Shepherdwill swear to this fact; aud it is now thought
that he intendo'.l to have thrown tho vitriol on both
Mr. and Mr*. Shepherd.

THK SHADOW OP A GREAT CRIME.
Wood said linuiiy:."Tell Shop to call at my

liouso to-morrow forenoon. I have something iu
my cellar.a patent.1 want to show hiiu. Toll nim
to be sure and come." lie thou left. Mrs. Slieplier1 returned into tho liousa, and, forgetting all
nbout the request, did not tell her husband. Had
sbo dune so it is probable, in the light of subsequentevents, that even a greater crime might have
been enacted in tho collur of Air. Wood's house, oil
Girard avenue, near Marlborough street, because,
like Armstrong, Shepherd was wholly unsuspicious
of his friend.

THE VITRIOL THROWN*.
On Christmas (Thursday) night, at half-past Ave,

Mr. Shepherd lett the supper table to go to his front
door to look at tho condition of tho weather. It was
snowing violently at thu time, and he was anxious
to kuow whether it was going to contiuue ldng, as it
would interfere with work in his boat yard on the
following day. Whilo standing; at the door Wood
cuine across the struct and accosting him, said:.

"She]>, why didn't you coiue up to see mo thil
morning? 1 am sick aud my wlfo is under th<
weather. 1 have been buying-, some medicine for us.
I'm uorvous, too, George."
"Von ought to take soinomedicino," was thoroply.
"Smell this," said Wood, holding up a large shar.

ing cup tille.t with a liquid, but Mr. Shepherd not
making any motion to swell it. Wood oxclaimad:.
"Jfou . , take it all I I've owed you

that grudge for a long time." Saying which ho
threw tho vitriol iu tho faco of Mr. Shopherdand ran down tho street toward ltichiuond
street. Tho liquid struck tho assailed on the left
side of tne face ami splashed over tho door. Mr.
Shepherd was in his shirt steoves and his vest fell
oil' him iu pieccs. Ho made his way into the house
suffering terrible agony. His first idea was that
it was scaldiim oil, but when ho boheld the
effect on ills clothes ho kuow what it was.
Doctors wore at once sent for and everything has
since been dono to save tho old gentlemuu's life.
Some of the acid wcut into his mouth aud throat,
aud his tonguo is swollen and black as tar. His loll
eye is wholly gone and it was said this morning that
tho right had followed, but a more careful oxaiuinationby expert oculists this afternoon leads to tiia
impression that thu right eye will be of use should
the patient recover, lie was slightly easier at
six o'clock to-night, but tho danger is not past. Mr.
Shepherd is sixty-eight years old, and has beeu ft
bout builder all his lite on Beach street.

HAS NKVEll SPECULATED.
George Shepherd, u sou of thu injured man, vh

found at the storu ot liartlett .Si Shepherd, in Front
street, near Vine. Ho said:."The iu&atilty theory
will not stand in odoii court. My father and Wood
were rivals in the same business before Wood re*
tired, but not since, and of lato voars they have been
on speaking terms. Wood has been out ot the businesseighteen years, and if his grudge against father
lias beeu nursed that long it can hardly come under
the heod of lns&nity. Certainly no ground tor a personalgrievance has occurred since. My father never
dabbled in stocks of any kind to thu amount of u dollar,uud Wood aud lie nevur had any transactions of
that nature together. During the war they both
owned chares in u tugboat, but wore only two of
several persons who did. Thu boat vtm vury profitableproperty. Nut a cent w*a lost la that investment.'1 licy bought at separato timos also. Wood
ban borrowed money of my fathor oti several occasions,but liaH always repaid it. iiodoesuot now owe
hiui anything. What do X thiol: thu uiotlve of the
crime? 801110 old ana forgotten transaction and the
devilish nuturo of the man. llo lias committedsovoial acta of a similar character,
though not so serious In result. ITu has
admitted to several persons that ho lia«
given crotou oil to peoplo aa a joke. Another habit
of lit* was to outer the olHcea of his acquaintances
aud slyly sprluklo Cayenne pepper upon the hot
stoves. It is possible that he Uid sot realize the
dreadtul ellect of t!io acid, but I can hardly believe
this, because his evident purpose to get father to
put his lace down so he could throw tho liquid down
bis throut and into both eyes and nostrils shows a
horrible premeditation to inako an end of his victim.
It is true that i protested against tho adiuissiou of
tho man to bail, because I kuow that his reputation
for years hus Ihjoii bad."

Diligent etTort was mado to find Charles E. and
Isaac Wood, brothers of tho culprit, but without rosiilt.A vi«it to tho house of tho former at No. 1,015
Hhuckaiiiaxou street, disclosed the fact that ho had
not bcou there lu-Uay. It was subsequently learned
that ho had acco upauiod his brotlier to tho asylum.
Tho conduct of tho prisoner whoii beforo Squire
Allou indicated sincere regret for his act. Ho said
several times: -"I'm very sorry now I did tt."
Wood is ili'ty-ouo years ot ago, quite gray, heavy set
and tall, ilis friends hold to tho insanity claim with
great determination. A very strange fact was also
elicit! I at thu magistrate's ofllce. It was there discoveredthat tho physicians who had bcon called to
attend 011 Mr. Siiopherd had boon secured to examine
anil certify to the insanity of tho prisouer. One of
tho physicians attempted to justify thoolrcumslanco,
ailhougU the magistrate did not coinmontou the fact.

A QUilSlION OF AUT1IOKSUIP.

General Wlugato, lately Inspector General of Rifle
l'ractico for this State, has published a pamphlet ontitled"Go 11oral Wlugate's Answer to Colonel Laid*
loy's lleply" to tho Charge of Copying from 'Wingate'sManual.' " The bone of contention between
tho two olllcors is a little book callod "ltlde Firing,"
wrltteu by the Colonel. Thu author of tho "Manual"asserts that his book has boen used without
acknowledgment to provide material for tho later
publication, whllo the rival authority on the use of
arms, while admitting that there is much matter iu the
two books that is alike, claimud In his reply that he
i.n.i ..*triu-tiul it from certain English and German
publication*, from which ho aald Oonural Wlugato
had alao borrowud. Tins Ooiieral rotorta that the
jiru'Ba^oH of "Uiflc Flrliiii," 111 which the similarity
complaint*! of exlata, arocoplod from thoa« portion*
of 111* book In which ho haa act forth the reaulta of
hia own poraonal oxperionre, or tu preparing which
b» wan Indebted only to lila friouda, tho member* of
tlin vttrlona intoriiutloual team*. lie further H*ya

When an author writing upou a t<>ohnlcat aubject
audi ait rlllo practice examine* tho many worka relatingto It oxiatliig lu the Kuwait, French ami Hermanlnntfuagea, and, combihliiu tho reaultof a laryt
peraoual experience with lila reading. aa I did, com*
poacH a manual In which thn wholo la brought toKothoi,It In beyond the bounda of ruMou to «uppomthat a later writer, puraiilii|( tho aamo couine,
would hit upou tho H:itiio combination* and nae tho
aaiuo Uiijoumo unlosa he uaoa tho fti-at wrltor
an nla model. Yot tlita la preclnely what
Colonel Laldley haa douo. * * * It la true
that Home of theae aectlon* wore baaed
upon portion* of the 'Kugliah Muakntry InHtriictiou,'mid it part upon tho 'Handbook tor
Uytliu.' Yet what w.tx no taken waa combined togetherami blended with Ideaa dorlvod rroiu my own
uxporionac."

THROWING TUB TUJiAHAWK.
Macule Fehrtnann and Lydla M. M»r<juot an

neighbor* In tho flat* of No. !i'JS TUorapaon ntreoU
Ou Krlilay afternoon they quarrelled, and the dlaputoreaching blown, I,y<1la, to mid tho matter, threw
u hatchet at M iggle, whleli, atrlkltig tier in thn face.
Inflicted a mh|i tnat will permanently ilMllgure her.
II« vIiik no jiiHllll.iblo «*i n»o "ho wua hold Dy Jualio*
k'Uimuoi 111 $i\XJ baU to «UiaWi>r,


