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SOME NEW BOOKS. |
Dante.

#1e beauty of reading Dante is that |
gne is communing with one of the'
greatest minds of all times. Just how
yseful it is to read Dante through an |
termeiary i= an open question. |
Pante, How to Kuew Him, by ALrFred
A, Brooss (Bobbs, Merrill Co,), is a
3 thy of commentary and partly
of explanation. The diffidulty Is that
the commentary is sown *throughout
the seloctod text, o that the reader
patlent enough to go through
t v has after all, not read Dante
put endy o Dante diluted and drenched |
g the mind of Professor Brooks of
Indiana Unis ersjiy

who is=

T no means to sav that o
Dante dovs not admit of explication
and comment. But no matter how |
murh one reads about Dante, ft "I“!
pever take the place of reading the !
poet nimself. This book might ity he !
eptitied - “Dante Diluted for Those |
oo Lazy 1o Read Him.” The force and |
peatity of Dante are constantly lost |
py the (ntrnsion of the professor's less |
exalted stvle in praise, comment and
summal.es H

Probably the best book to read as |

an introduction to Dante i= stillsMaria
Francesca  Rossetti’'s  “Shadow of |
pante.” published somewhere about
the middle of the lust century.

In the Introduction to the present
yolume the author uses Prof, Nor-
ton's translation of the “Vita Nuova"
por does he mention the much more
vivid and beautiful translation of
Dants Gabriel Rossett!. In the pas-
gages taken from the Divine Comedy
he oceasionally uses translations by
Longfellow, but fails even to mention
the much finer translation of the Ine
ferno by William Michael Rossettl,

The uuthor describes the topography
of Dante's universe Ingenjously; ex-
plains the stage wselting and char-
acters and Dante's astronomical theo-
ries of time. He says the great com-
rdy should be read in two ways; first,
as & story of interesting men and
women In strange reglons; secondly,
to derive the inner purpose and true
mgnificance of the work. The subject
of the work is the state of the sow
after death; but allegorically taken
it subject is man.

The hook (s distinctly for a very
elementury type of mind. The author
falls to say whence he derives the
greater part of his transiation, and
certainly in beauty and accuracy it
does not compare with the transla-
tions of the Temple Edition, edited by
Israel Gollancez and transiated by Dr.
arlyle, the Rev. Philip Wicksteed and
Thomas Oakey.

If it is Impoasible to persuade the
vouth of to-day to bathe and refresh

y morality
| with eugenics, however, and advanced

| Webb's argument in

their minds in original sources, then

these books of dilution may be umull

and necessary. But for the discerning
there is more to be learned about
Dante by reading, for example, Canto
V' of the Inferno as it stands in Dr.

United States against Mormonism and
at the action of the eourts, all of
which would assuredly be unjustifiable
iIf it were merely a matter of religious
belief. Bome serious matters in Mor-
mon history he passes over in silence;
his defence for them would probably
be to compare the violence and wrong
done to Mormona with that done by
them,

The one point that has condemned
Mormonism alone of all religions, since
we have had no Mohammedans in the
United Btates, is polygamy, which was
no part of the revelation at the out-
#et.  Until recent years it was a mat-
ter that hardly called for discussion,
us people were agreed as to it im-
and undesirability. What

notions about sex relutions and re-
laxed ideas of marriage the question
has now become an open one, and Mr,
defence of a plu-
tality of wives is not a partisan Mor-
mon plea, Sut a falr academic thesis.
The larger number of women on which
it im based I8 non-existent. we fear,
save in some localities and mave for

exceptional circumstances, such as will |

#xlat in Europe after this war Is over.
No statistics that we have seen go so
fur as to reckon two women to one
man, but granting Mr, Webb's prem-
ises, there {sa something worth consid-
ering in the statement that the soclal
evil might be put an end to If men
were made responsible for all the
families they bLring into existence by
bheing forced by their religion to recog-
nize and support plural wives. He
makes a fair staiement of the men's
side of the case as authorized by their
church; free testimony from Mormon
women as to the real working of the
system must be rather difficult to ob-
tain. However, it is undeniable that
even before recent legislation was
passed polygamy was not regarded as
obligatory by Mormons, and many
were content to get along with one
wife. Of the abuses of the practice
and of the wrongdoings within the
church Mr. Webb does not speak.
neither does he go into the history of
the Mormon State save in its begin-
nings and its end. His object is to ex-
plain what Mormonism as a religion
i and has been. and that object he
has carried out with eminent success.

Mongolian Invasion of Japan.

A great many people nowadays are
interested in Chinese poetry of the time
between the eighth and the ffteeath
centuries A. D, but few people know
how in that era the Mongolians of
north China were harassing the Japa-
nese, NaxaBa YAMADA tells the tale in
(;henko, the Mongol Invasion of Japan
(Dutton) in an amazingly well written
volume when one realizes that it is
done by a Japanese. He says that one
evening in summer he was sitting in
the reading room of his college in
Cambridge when he chanced upon a
book called “Westward Ho." He read
it through with enthusiasm and thence
arose the idea of telling In English the

Carlyle's translation than in roading;'lnr’, of the Mongolian invasions of

this whole hook. for while the garment |

and outer trappings. of Dante's
thought are retained, his beauty and
his epirit have escaped.

The Facts About Mormealsm.

After an existence of elghty-five
years, with a present membership of
niore than half a million in the United
States, it should be possible for the
story of the Mormons to be told and
their essential bellefs to be explained
in a fair and impartial manner, as
Rosgnr C. Wess has trieg to do in The
Real Mormonism (Bturgls and Walton
Company). [If the author seems to
lean too much in favor of the Mor-
mons It is because he feels that he
must offset the prejudice that has ex-
isted againat them from the beginning,
even bhefore the institution of po-
lygamy was Introduced. Whatever
opinion may be held regarding their
tenets, a belief that could hold men to-
gether through the dangers and trials
of extraordinary ploneer experiences
and  remurkable soclal experiments
certainly deserves to he examined, and
Mr Webh does his best to make it
clear.

The violence with which the first
Mormons were persecuted must seem
inexplicable In a land where so many
peculiar religious developments have
sprung up and huve spread. The au-
thor gives instances of violence used
by communities against those who
ventured to think differently from the
rest, abolitionlsts, Cathollcs and oth-
ers, but with s0 many sects appearing
on all sides it seems strange that their
nelghbors should have troubled so
much ahout Joseph Smith and the
farmers he influenced. In these days
of sceptical tolerance sects arise and
krow, scarcely attracting notice. With
regard to Smith's revelation, the
author seems to accept (ts super-
natural origin; at all events he demon-
strates pretty clearly that Smith's
education and character made It im-
possible that he could have written it
lilmself, and he also demolishes the
theories of his drawing his material
from the hooks of others.

Mr. Webh succeeds preity well in
rehahilitating Joseph Smith's charec-
ter. He was only 24 when he an-
nounced his revelation and established
the Church of the Latter Day Saints;
that would hardly leave time for the
prolonged career of dissipation and
drunkenness attributed to him; after
that he showed the qualities of leader-
slilp and efticlent management in the
successive settlements in the wilder-
nesa, in Ohio, in Missouri and at
Nauvoo, and retained the confidence
o¢ his followers. He and the men he
kathered about him established a
communistic soclety that really worked
and that held together, l.ater, when
the adoption of a plurality of wives
had incensed the communities about
them to drive them out of the land,
they were able under Brigham Young's
leadership to convoy thelr people
across the continent, still holding them
together, and to establish a successful
State in Utah. Giving all credit to
Individuals and to the organization of
tha chureh that was developed, Mr,
Wehh makes it clear that the Mormon
“sndus could not have been carried
hroggh without the full faith in the
1“lizious teachings of their revelation
held by @ll. He compares pertinently

accomplishment of the Mormons'
h the failnre of the various com-
Munisgtic experiments, including the
Varia on the site of Nauvoo, that were
nat kased on religlon.
Intn the theology and organization

the Mormon church, which Mr,
Wenn explaing lucidly, we shall not en-
Nelther shall we dwell on thelr
thable achievements in the set-
‘lement und development of the West, |

Wy

of

Japan. He found i1, however, more to
the point to teil the unadorned facts
than to dress up the story In fiction.
The amazing part of this history is
that it Is written not only in good
inglish but in picturesque and glow-
Ing English, a style that many an
English writer might envy.

The earllest history of Japan was
written 393 A. D. In the reign of Em-
peror Suiko and it was therefore nearly
4 thousand years later than our first
European histories. At that time, 603
A. D, Japan was a perfectly inde-
pendent nation, comparatively unmo-
lested by continental troubles in which
China and Corea were involved. The
Japanese people were the outcome of a
great fusion of various races of the
northern continent and the southern
archipelagoes. The task of the early
emperors was mainly the subduing of
the fierce tribes and ahorigines who
here and there opposed their sover-
eignty and the conquering of the foes
from the continent who had easy ac-
cess to the western islands of Japan
like 1ki, Toushima and Klushus. The
early history of Japan s full of bar-
barous and legendlike stories. The
great Mongollan Invasions appear in
the history of the Tang Dynasty of
China, A. D. 619.890. The great wall
of China was construoted by Emperor
Shih-Huang, 221 B. C., largely to keep
out thess terrible northern tribes.

Here I» one picturesque detall of this
savage time:

There was no army capable of checking
the Mongo! Invasion, but & select band
of the fairest maldens of China was an-
nually devoted to the rude embraces of
the Mongo!s. The situation of thess un-
happy victims is described In the verses
of a Chiness princess, who laments that
she had been condemned by her parenis
tn a distant exile, under & barbarlan hus-
band, complains that sour milk, the usual
drink of the Monge!s, was her enly drink.
raw flexsh (the CUh.nese never esat meat
unconked) her only foed, a tent her only
palace, and expresses In & strain of pathetle
simplicity the natursi wigp that she were
transformed into a bird, ta Ay back to her
dear country, the object of her tender and
perpetual regret.

It appeared to be a natural impulse
of the Mongolian to march southward
and this disposition could not always
be checked by the payment of money,
wilk or maildens.

The life of Genghis Khan, son of
Yesukal, fills some of the more in-
teresting chapteras of this book. He
was one of the chiefs of the Mongol
warrior heroes. He began with In-
vasions of China; in 1211 he invaded
Russia, captured Moscow and Kieff and
advanced as far as Cracow. In certaln
churches of eastern Europe was re-
talned until quite recemt times a
clause in the litany, “From the fury
of the Mongols, good Lord, deliver
us!” Even more interesting to Eng-
l'sh readers is the career of Genghis
Khan's grandson, Kublal Khan eof
Xanadu fame and of whom Purchas
wrote in 1626: *“In Xamdu did Cublal
Can build a stately palace, encompass-
ing sixteen miles of plaine ground with
a wall, whereln are fertile meadowes,
pleasant springs, delightful streames,
and all sorts of beasts of chase and
game, and in the midst thereof a
sumptuous house of pleasure.” To tell
the truth, to many of us heretofore
Kublal Khan was merely & mythical
sort of figure in Coleridge's music, and

i1t is surprising to find what a very

real and active personage he was:
born in 1216; undertaking the con-
quest of China: the founder of the
Mongol dynasty, Yuen, in China. It
was also Kublal Khan who wrote to
the Mongol Ambassador in Corea:

We are aware that In the Eastern Eea
there is & fertile island named Japan. The
country is affirmed by some of your coun-
irymen who reside here not to be far

| from your !and and the peopls to bhe good

natured and easily govermed. And the
country Is said to have formerly had a
clowe intercourse boih with Chine and yeur
country. Why then should we not have
friendship with her? We eommand you

articalarly in more recent days, or
felr industrial and commercial ad-
vanee  I'he author takes pains by the
ke of statistics tn prove the superior
Moraity and freedom from lawless-

‘t4of the Mormons.  He gives more |
“tara 1o the refutation of accusations
Agatrer them, made for the most part
tv elercymen in the Kast. He is also

iidignant at the legislation of thol

tn assist our envo) In 8vVery way so that
our alm may be reallsed.

Indeed, throughout this bhook it is
impossible not to make comparisons
between Mongollan methods and those
of the chlef warvior nativn of modern

times. Kublali Khan made three in-
vasions of Japan, and the description
of the Divine Tempest which gave
Japan one of ita signal victories is de-
lightful reading for the war enamored
mind. Kublal Khan was finally routed
from Japan, and after his death his
vast empire was totally dismembered.
From an impartial point of view the
hietorlan says the great Khan made
some contribution to the clvilization of
Aslatic races. He opened the roads of
Fast and West, in consequence of
which scholars, soldiers and merchants
of Arabla, Persia, Italy and France
flowed into eastern Asia, and all these
were heartily welcomed by Kublal
They introduced astronomy, mathe-
matics, gunnery and many other arts
of Europe. Doubtless, too, it was
Kublal Khan who first introduced the
n:me of Japan to the West,

Fortunately the Japanese wers hardy
enough to overcome every hardship
and to preseeve their nation and their
land Intact. The author nalvely says:
“He who can overcome every hardship
in life Is able to survive. So the ex-
istence and the happiness of a nation
i principally to be secured by its ex-
ertions in the face of danger, through
overcoming which it rises.”

The result upon Japan of the long
wars and the final victory was just
about what the result of long ware al-
ways is.

Japan, after the Mongol Invasion, be-
came & land full of war spirit and dis-
content. Not only the martial spirit due
to the Mongol ralds but the perpetual
domestic combats also heipsd (o animate
the national soul. Those who took part
in the batties with the Mongols had to
be rewarded. Among them were not only
the soldlers who actually shed their blood.
but the priests and monks whe had prayed
and thought the victory over the Mongols
was nothing but divine. Owing to their
larges numbers it was quite impossible to
reward all who had helped In the great
victary,

Although =lch prizes fall to the shares
of the leaders the ordinary Ramural galned
1ttle. His pay was scanty, his proapect of
promotion limited and it may well be that
ha sometimes turned with loathing from
the constant neocessity of bathing hie hands
in the blood of his own countrymen; and
beyond this he was atiracted by adventure
over the sea from which the great enemy
ecame and bevond which lag a happy land
full of the riches of mature.

From the middle of the fourteenth
century on it became a sort of military
pastime in Japan to fit out a little fleet
of war boats and make a descent on
China or Corea. These Japanese pirates
were pot backed by a national force,
but were private marauders, soldiers
of fortune, who had imbibed the lust of
blood and gain.

A Chinese historian describes the
Japanese as “intrepld, inured to fa-
tigue, despising life and knowing well
how to face death; although inferior
in numbers, @ hundred of them would
blush to flee before a thousand for-
eigners, and If they did they would
not dare to return to thelr country."”

This able author insists, In closing,
that the present ideal of the Japanese

is not the German ideal that “might in |

right,” but says the Japanese desire to
join the Japanese nation to the inter
national power, so as to insure a real
peace and a great harmony among the
nations of the world.

Style.

That a sub-title is often more re-
vealing than a title is well shown in
Professor Davip  Warsox RanNig's
book, The Elcments of Style (E. P.
Dutton Co.). “An Introduction to Liter-
ary Criticlsm"” comes much nearer t.
describing the contents of the volume.
Oddly enough the author himself falls
foul of inadequate titles, and especially
Ruskin's “Modern Painters” is in-
stanced for complete irrelevancy. “The
Elements of Btyle” would lead one to

look for another treatise on a hack- |

neyed theme: we should turn over the
table of contents to see what one more
man had to say on the subject of
“Purity, Propriety and Precision" or
“Sublimity, Beauty, Wit and Humor."
On the contrary we find a handbook
for every would-be critic and a treatise
on how to recognize and analyze style.
The author goes so fur as Lo say that
the criticlsm of style is the essential
part of literary criticism, and then de-
fines, explains, instances and analyzes
style and styles for the reader. The
method is not the one upon which
tl.e more enlightened critic of to-day
leans, the one handed down to us
from M. Taine and set before us in a
technical handbook by Hennequin in
“La Critique Bclentifique.” This
method consisted in a sort of dialectic
which searched for the reasons of a
work of art {n the physical endow-
ments of the producer; in his psycho-
logical constitution, in his position in
the socliological environment. This re-
search was philosophical and dealt
really with the causes of style. Prof.
Rannie's book deals with the elements
that form style and the methods
whereby the critic can discern these
elements,

The first chapter is on the meaning
and importance of style; & chapter
that cannot be too urgently or highly
recommended to the army of writers
and editors in our own land. For not
only is there a large and flourishing
throng of writers who firmly belleve
that it does not matter how you write
if you only sa; something that “gets
across,” but it may be sald to be one
of the chlef articles of faith in the
creed of the majority of American
editors. Even college professors from
Columbia will argue that it makes no
difference how you write if only you
have something to say. One of these
last was Intrepid enough to insist that
Shakespeare was preeminent largely
Lecause he did not care about the form
of his thought. The following abstract
of an immortal sonnet was presented
to him, with the request that he set it
beside the original:

When I remember past things I sigh fer
s good deal that 1 once had and I wall
aghin over the time wasted In thinking
about old sorrows. 1 weep for dead
friends though 1 am not an easy Weeper;
and 1 cry over the healed sorrow of love's
fallure and moan for things I can't ‘see
any longer. 1 pay the debt again as If I
had mever pald it befors. Btlll when I
happen te think about You, my dear
friend, 1 feel that my sorrow is unjusti-
fled and my losses made geod.

Here we still have a statement of
facts that each man may recognize as
a widespread human experience. It
had the touch of nature that makes
the whole world kin; but could one
call it i/mmortal literature? Yet that
genre i3 achieved when Shakespeare
translates it into such form as:

When fromn the sessions of sweet sllent
thought
I summen up remembrance of things past.

Indeed the utter stupidity of any
one pronouncing Shakespeare other
than the most sollcitous craftsman
would be almost Incredible If one
were not constantly meeting it. One
cannot open A page of Bhakespeare
any place without the long msought
jewels of form blazing out at us:
“Sleep that knits up the ravell'd sleave
of care,” “the flinty and steel couch
of war,” “the quirks of blazoned pena*

{--uat. of broil and battle,” "I will be
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correspondent to command,” “in the
dark backward and abysm of time,
“the cloud capped towers,' “the mul-
titudinous seas Incarnadine,” &e.

Mr. Rannie truly states that the
atudy of style is really the study of
literature it=elf and that only by under-
standing style, by distinguishing Ite
proceases and methods and taking note
of its fallures and trilumphs can we
know literature, for style means the
whole of expression, and literature is
expression. Bubtract style and only
what is anclllary 4o Ilterature re-
mains, He points out that the his-
tory of style is a curious one, for
style with the QGreeks and Romans,
from whom we derive so greatly, was
largely a matter of public speaking,
whereas to-day style must address the
eye rather than the ear.

In our hurried present even the cus-
tom of reading poetry aloud is largely
in abevance. The new name, then,
for rhetoric In “style,” and atyle is
only another word for the art of writ-
ten expression. Of course to think of
sityle as a mere flavor and decoration
of literature In to cut it off from wseri-
our consideration. But Buffon has per-
haps sald the most vital thing that has

that only work well written will ever
survive. “Amount of knowledge,” he
writes, “strange deeds, novel discover-
jes themselves are no guarantes of im-
mortality. If the works containing
them are written without taste, nobil-
ity, genius, they will perish; because
knowledge, deeds, discoverien are easy
to borrow, easily transported into the
works of others and often gain by the
treatment of a more skilful pen. These
things (knowledge, deeds, discoveries)
are outslde the man himself; the style
is the man; style cannot be borrowed,
nor tranaported, nor altered; If it is
elevated, noble, sublime, the author
will be admired through all ages; for
truth and beauty only are durable, even
immortal. A beautiful style is such
only by means of the infinite number
of truths it presents. All intellectual

which pertain to the substance of the
subject.”

The easential part then of literary
criticism is the criticlsm of stvie. In
his analysis of style the author makes
a distinction ‘between what Ia fitting for
poetry and what Is fitting for prose.
The necessary qualities for prose writ-
ing, he states, are primarily lucidity and
logic, whereas the best poetry ls often
abrupt, exclamatory, rhapsodical. para-
doxical, extravagant, depending upon
intuition and giving no reasons. The
author here uses an odd term:
“Poetry,” he says, "lends itself to the
reeds of egoistic literature.” By “ego-
istic” the author evidently means what
we usually designate as “personal.” If
one were to give one's own definition
one would simply say that prose, by
and large, is more apt to ba objective,
while poetry, only used as an instru-
ment of heightened emotlon, is subjec-
tive. There in of course poetlry, even
poetry of the highest class. which aims
at being explicit. The author cites
Tennyson and Matthew Arnold as hav-
ing habitually this alm, while the
rhapsodic poets, Shelley, Keats, Whit-
man, have no such alm and achieve no
such end. Also the author fecis that
poetry in a much greater degree than
prose lends itself to the exhibition of
power. Objections might be made of
course to this statement. If, for ex-
ample, “King Lear” Is a great exhibi-

a more powerful impression on the

of Casterbridge” or "Anna Karenina™?

The appeal these books make (s as
profound an incitement to the emo-
| tions as to the reason. However, when
the author says poetry does not pri-
marily aim at the satisfaction of the
pure intelligence one feels that he is
right. In the main poetry appeals to
the emotions, prose to the intellect.
Wherever poetry becomes purely in-
tellectual, as it often does in Words-
worth, it ceases {0 be poetry.

The chapter on “Words" is full of sug-
gestions for tha Inexperienced writer
whose diction 18 not a finished product.
Although words are the raw material
of the writer's craft it is obvious that
the cholce of words ia not the first
stage of composition.
composition begins with the concep-

that words are the blocks with which
one bullds the whole, and that upon the
choice and fitnesa of the words chosen
depends the beauty of the final struc-
ture. So Mr. Rannie advises that the
study of composition begin with the
study of vocabulary. Vooabulary

ever rapidly, it may he subconsciously,

none the less consists in such choos-
ing. Not only does he depend upon
cholce of words for acouracy but even
more for beauty of effect.
insistent that words In themselves
and sentences.

The author givea the following selec-
tions to show the effact of words as
mere worda:

And though that he was worthy,
wYS,
And of his part as meke as in & mayde.

And on its blade and dudgeon. gouts of
blaad, .

Nothing of him that doth fade
But doth suffer & sess change

A pltchy ecloud
Of lecusts warping on the sastern wind.

To that unfeathered, twe legged thing, a
son.

Molest her anclent, solltary relgn.

A fingering slave!
One that would peep and bhotanise
Upen his mother's grave!

At one stride comes the dark.
The landscape winking through the heat

And sll their past came walling In the
wind,
And all thelr future thundered in the sea.

In order to analyss an author's
words Mr. Rannie suggests that the
critic examine them as to preponder-
ance of polysyllabic and oligosyllabie
words. Although in the main our
writer wsuggests that oligosyllable
words are most likely to be effective
in poetry, no one who has carefully
studied Bwinburne can fail to note
the magic effect he gets from polysyl-
labic words.

By the tideless, dolorous, midland sea.

The frequency of such words as
“delicate,” “amorous,” “multitudi-
noua,” ‘“teurneyings, “Magdalenes”
“untunable,” “tarrleth,” "murmuring”
“frankincense.,” “unmatchable,” “loath-
ller,” *“sonorous,” “fugitive,” “gain-
sayeth,” “heimeted,” “transmuted.
“marvellous,” “desolating,” “disas-
trous,” ‘“reluctance,” “inexpiable,”
“mmeasurable,” “unfurrowed,” “meta-
phor"—to choose only a few scittered
over some twenty pages of one of
the early volumes opened haphazard—

vet been sald of style when he argues |

beauties are truths, as useful and as
precious for the human spirit as those

tion of power, can we say that it makes

mind than “Pere Gorlot,” “The Mayor

The process of |

tion of a whole, but there is no doubt

is'
the author's stock in trade, and how-

he makes his cholce of words, his craft '

The fact Is'

have an effect separate from clauses

goes far toward making the music and
distinction of his pages.

“In poetry and prose allke pomp
often requires polysyllable words,"
says the author, whereas sublimity
and romance lean to the use of oligo-
syllablc words. The author gives
“Macbeth,” Act IL, scene 2, as & nota-
ble instance of this.

Another inquiry recommended to the
oritio is whether an suthor’'s words are
rare or colloquial, Aristotle held that
an author should have a goodly num-
ber of unusual words, but he was
doubtless thinking chiefly of poetry.
After Shakespears and Bwinburne,
who have the widest vocabularies in
English literature, probably Keats,
Shelley, Milton, Coleridge and Eben
Francis Thompson offer the richest
mines & rarity. Mr. Rannle, how-
ever, suggests Chaucer and Spenser
for unusual vocabulary.

The treatment of the use and abuse
of slang ia broad minded and tolerant.
Also the effect of the surprising epl-
thet In well handled. The author calls
attention to Whitman's

Huge and thoughtful Night.

That adverbs are more at home In
'prose than in poetry is a statement
that few would realize and yet it can
be swiftly proved.

There are chapters on the sentence
and the paragraph full of original and
flluminating material; a chapter on
fashion in style, noting that in the pres-
ent time we become aware of a great
change in superficial humor, though
humor In its depths immortalizes
grose and dinds the ages together,;
also that there is a great decrease in
pomposity of expression.

The final chapter on Individuality Is
important, as style is, in its essence, a
mere manifestation of Individuality.
Non student of literature could mistake
a page of Browning, Bhakespeare,
Merodith, Shelley wherever he found
it. Individuality is the informing spirit
or synthetic principle, rather than the
author's residuum. .

Regarding individuality as the
synthetic principle of style, the author
admits three grades: (1) the rational
architectonle force, which regulates and
determines all literary expression; (2)
| the morale, which dictates the individ-
! unlity; (8) the originality, or the qual-
| ity which the author himself projects,
{ which is underived and inexplicable.
| In the final summing up this book
is one that every professor of English
¢ould own and study and one which
no critic can afford to do without.

Exploring the Sea of Space.
| Any adult person, however learned,
'who denies the compliment of his
consideration to the course of lectures
by H., H. TUrNEr, Savilian professor of
| astronomy in the University of Ox-
ford. called collectively A Vovage in
'Space (Soclety for Promoting Chris-
[tian Knowledge, l.ondon; Edwin 8.
|CGiorham, New York), because these
|addresses, delivered at the Royal In-
atitution in the Christmas season of
1013, are “adapted to a juvenile audi-
tory,” s going to miss something.
l.ewis Carroll wrote nonsense verses
for children, and they have hecome
classics for the gRrown ups,
speaker or writer who can hold the
attention of “a Juvenile auditory™ is

| getting at the heart of thinge. Dr. | this and other speculations far more

| Turner does it without “talking down"
to his audience.

The humor that makes Professor
| Turner dedicate his bright volume ““To
My Mother's Grandchlldren” is in evi-
dence throughout his text, as when he
illustrates the absence of assurance
‘and finality in our telescopic observa-
'tions of the Martian world by revers-
'ing the view and considering what
|idea the folk of Mars, If any such
/there be, might gather of our ter-
'restrial geography.
olarity to the comparison he sets side
by side with an accurately drawn pro-

|fle of Fngland, Scotland and Irelsnd |

!and the nelghhoring islets a rough,
straight line eketch in which the gen-
Leral contour is hlocked out, without
record of the eoastal indentations.

swarm to be subject to similar diver- POEMS WORTH
sions. by the Leonids, the so-called
meteor showers.

The Leonids travel round the sun The Meth,

about once in thirty-three years, The
track of the sun spot swarm gragzes
the track of the Leonids:

Why should the end of Lhe sne Wrack
e so clome te the other? Of course we
can say that there Is no reason why It
shouldn’'t, but It would be much mere
satisfactory if we could mention & reason
why it sheuld; and & very good reason
seems (6 me to be that the sun spot awarm
waa broken off from the other near the
oint where they now approach so closely.
Here again It Is dealrable te give a reason
for the breakage, and we find one In the
planet Baturn, which passes close to this
same apot In Its journey round the sun.
It does not always meet the Leonlds there
® & ¢ pbut about every I85'y years Ma:.
urn and the Leonids hit off the snme mo-
ment for being at the mesting place, and
when thin happens we find that there |s
| & new crop of sun apots.

“The heavens declare the glory of
God, and “the firmament sheweth his
handiwork,” the Psalmist declared;
(and it is well when sclentists preserve
‘something of that reverent spirit. Dr
Turner's attractive simplicity seems (o
resemble the result of well organized
profundity.

The Secret of Executive Power.

What is the difference between the
ordinary or so-called average man and
men llke Julius Casar, Napoleon, the
Messrs, Rockefeller
James J. Hill, P. T. Barnum, Billy
Sunday and Col. Roosevelt? Are men
! inherently greater and lesser? Isx the
leader bullt of different stuff from the
led? Is it nature or nurture that ex-
plaine the careers of men who do
things? In The Executive and His
Control of Men, “a study
{mml efMiciency” (Macmillans), Exocn
' Burron Gowin, assistant professor n
the Bchool of Commerce, Accounts and
Finance of New York University, ex-
| plores the sources of personal power
and analyzes the qualities of leader-
ship.

to get practical guldance out of the
professor’'a wise pagem are the very
men who have least need of it. lLead-
ers are bom, not made. But the dis-
tinguishing mark of the born leader
is his ability to make himself a better
and stronger man and executive, and

to men of ambition, refreshing to the
veteran, encouraging to the umtried
recruit, than this,

The executive in any business, mill-
tary, mmdustrial or commercial, re-

for the least expenditure, The con-
trol of men i his problem. The wolf
pack has a head, the most untiring
runner, the Kkeenest hunter, the
fiercest fighter, The stallion that

but, we

perior courage and speed

followers. Monkeys emigrating are
sa!d to have a geneval and staff. The
! lemder represents that idol of social
| philosophers, the group. Rut are the
philosophera to be followed in making

| say. the Chief Executive of a mighty
 republic?  Pfofessor Gowin meets
than his studious
readers can,

The profeasor's analytic tables fill the
'eye. We do not suppose he intends us
i to believe that nature casts each Lype
of genlus in a separate physical mould,
‘but it satisfles a natural human curi-

| ably less deeply

osity to know how big "“hig" men are.’

| Buperintendents of street clieaning are
'the Abou Ben Adhems: they--or at

|lenst those who were courteous enough |

ito reply to the questionnaire—average

'216.7 pounds of avoirdupois. At the
lother end of the list are musicians,
who get only 5 feet 6.6 inches above
!the sea level and have an average
| weight of 181.9 pounds. The Hon. Bill
' Edwards will oceur to the mind of
levery New Yorker in substantiation of

It is a contrary world we live'
in, and we suppose the men best able

und Carnegie, |

On tiden of rose incenss and muek
The moth goes wavering down the dusk.

The giow worm lighta It as It pasees
Bigsag above the dewy grasses.

It polsen o'er the llly cup
Till It has drunk the nectar up.

It sips the attar of the phlex,
The honey of the holivhocks,

And everywhare, & sacred trust,
It bears the procreant pollen dust,

That in His garden God again
Beauly and blosm,.may shew to men'

CLINTON BrotLane.

An Altruism.
Fram the Washinglon Star
Everyhody a movin'
Toward a better day.
The world s sure improvin’
No matter what they say.
The journay grows distressin’
Hut there's bound ta be rellef.
Wea'll have our share o blesaln’
Ax we've had our share o grief.

EvervhoAy's gropin’
Toward u kindlier light,
A-ntrivin’ an' a-hupin’

An' a-tryin’ ta go right
fomehow we'll ba contrivin’
To reach the day of rest
1f sach keeps on m-strivin'
An’ m-doin’ of his best

Songe Unsung.
From the Boston Transcript.

! "Father, make me & May rhyme’

in per-|

|
|

i no printed text could be more helpful |

ligious or political, is the man who |
can give the enterprise most SuccCess

Jo'n with the birde In & &&

rhyme
Of pixies and fBowers an

sunny awest

oure:
Some funny old merry mad play rhyme'’
AAn;i so he 1|rnl|-dL:. —
“A niperty, titupy Lillipu
Fuiry chirped to & child"—
And then—there rolled
Out of the sast on his forgetful sars
A ery, the wiid
Sobbing of Iiitle chilAren—
And his rhyme was choked with tears

Dearest, sing me a Juns song’
Melt with the bresza in 8 moon *ong
of npr%:rn and knight under honey aweet
ght:
Some moneyless Aovalike lagoon seng'"
And 8o he sang:
“Enheavensd by her gaze,
His love outshone her dream' —
Then, like a fang.
Fang of a wolf ravening for & heart,
A bestial screan:,
Sharpened '+ grinding passions,
Broke In, arnd sisw his art

Rivmanp BUTiER GLARNIER.

Utopia.

Up nase from the grindstans, O slave of
the town'

Vacation draws near; ban!sh carking care's
fromn

Hie away whers no restises
you'll keep

(The nighta they have thers fairly force
you (o sieep.)

night vigll

"There the haim of the hresre |a Aevald af

alloy,

‘Om i pinlons na insacts are horne to

leada the wild herd has not only su- |

suppose, a finer intelligence than his |

|

The | one thing of the monkey general and, |

To give graphic nearly six feet in altitude and ha\'e‘_

|

_Here the Thames and Severn are indi- |ihe first item, but there must be street |

cated as atraight canale. and Ireland

cleaning bosses far ghort of the P'ringe-

& lahelled, not “Ireland,” as In the (on footballer's generous rotundity and |

companion sketch, but “Home Rule.”
Fiven to the dull intelligence of middle
age that tricksy substitution suggests
unseen wavineas in the straight lines
of the Martlan canals; to British
voungsters it must be decisive. s it
fair? Perhaps not, by the rules of
the collegiate lecture room; but those
{1ules sometimes sacrifice sense to the

convent'ons that seem devised to
make learning more difficuit than
useful.

Students of astronomy have been
busy since 1913, and their three yvears
work has not been fruitiess of new
aiscoveries, knowledge, and, particu-
larly, theories. The author has pre-
ferred, instead of altering his text, to
recognize new facts in footnotes: and
| him position in regard to recent de-
ivelopments Is explaiped in this para-
graph:

t The hyvpothesis of & sun spnt swarm of
| metears has been added Intentianaliy. At
i the time of the lectures it had eniy Just

wans shown little was sald on the matter.

Two vears consideration [the book was
pubiished In Engiand late in 1013) has
sirengthened my confidenca In this in-
terpratation of the facts known Lo us.
without producing any objectinons of a
| fatal eharacter; and it seemed to me there«
| fors that, an 1 was writing a book, 1 ought
, to put it In; to emit it might bhe Inter-
preted ae & lack of confidence on my part.
At the same time I do net wish to ignore
tie mttitude of other astronomers, which
is duly acknowledged.

After describing the nature of sun
spots, the lecturer made note of the
fact that they wax and wane about
every eleven years; the interval s ir-
regular, and there must be some ex-
planation for the variation. Dr. Tur-
ner thought it would be found in the
existence of a swarm of meteors re-
volving around the sun, not in a nearly
circular track, like the earth's, but in
an elongated track, llke that of a
icomet, *“I hope you remember,” he
llald to his youthful, alert audience,
“the way in which a comet moves—
loitering along slowly when it Is far
from the sun, quickening up as It
comes nearer, and whizzing round the
sharp turn when {t is closest to the
sun-—-what is called perihelion.” Now,
he thought, the meteor swarm whizzed
round so close to the sun's surface that
some of the meteors actually grazed it,
making the sun spots.

The meteors, ha thought further-
more, wers llke runners on a race-
track: & knot of strugglers for the
lead moving together and making a
large spot, while the stragglers showed
irregularly and less impressively, But
why are the leaders so irregular in
completing successive circuits of the
track? Sometimes their appearances
are only elght years apart, sometimes
an much as thirteen. Perhaps Hal-
ley's comet will supply a clue: the
comet varied, in its returns to the sun,
from the carefully calculated schedule
of its discoverer, This was explained
by the Influenca of the planets; and
Dr. Turner supposes his meteor

I

lpnaderoul solidity. And while musi-
clans are short there must be a wide
range in the weighta that find their
{happy mean at 1619 pounds We
‘should like to know if the good nature
\with which the moderately ohese are
~eommonly credited has not given them
'an undue representation in the more
or less {lluminating tabulation?

The <¢old fAgures reveal sirange
truthe,  Railroad presidents average
1186.3 pounds, and those of labor or-
| gan!zations match them exactiy, even
ito the decimal.
'vers, with 5 feet 109 inches, are ex-
(nctly ome-half inch Joftier than the
| labor men.
‘are heavier than bishops, but not so
tall, Economists and xociologiste
thrive, standing b feet 10.8 inches and
tippiug the beam at 1708 pounds.
Artists are one-tenth of an inch
| sh'orter ‘but seven pounds heavier
| than authors. Both artists and authors
|are expected to be “short but we

he was! Peen formulated, and aithough tha picture  cannot imagine why modern authors

should be go much less “heavy” thun
their work.

13ig men hold big positions, if Table
IV. is true, Thus bishops are 1.8 inch
taller than preachers in small towns

and 17 pounds fatter. University
presidents excel the presidents of
small colleges In  physique. BHales

managers are 1.1 inch taller and 20.8
pounds heavier than salesmen, and a
station agent will have to take on not
less than 31.7 pounds to become presi-
dent of his railroad.

Which {8 the stronger motive, the
desire for power or the dread of pute
ting on flesh?

Troubles of & South Carclina Fditer.
From tha Kdgefield CAronicle,

The CAromicle, In Ite nearly thirty-six
years record, has not passed through such
a precarious time as this week as regards
the issuance of the paper. Our foreman
ia sick In the hospital. His substitute de-
liberately ‘fell down on the job" most
treacherously. Telegrams and long dis-
tance messages, covering two States, and
even invading the militia rauks at Camp
Moore, Btyn, falled to sscure us & printer
untll & few hours previous to publication
time, By working two nights we are
forced to compromiss with llinited mattar
this week, bealdes being lute

Plsherman's Luck In Englaad,
Prom RBaily's Mogasine.

A Bath angler pulled up & ludy's satchel
containing £8; an Irish doctor hooked and
landed & lady's blcycle; Lleutenant Ken-
nard “caught' s signet ring In the River
Avon, and on advertising It an owner came
forward In the person of Major Hickley,
who proved that his father, the late Ad-
miral Hickley, lost It while fishing in the
Avon twenty-five years bhefore; and a
Treat angler In Nottinghamshire “caught’
an old stocking containing (4 10s. In gold
and silver.

Busy Day In an Up-State Family.
Copake vorrespondence Hudson Republican
¥ilu Holgapple and fambly, Levy Decker
and family and Frank lampman and fam
fly were Sunday gueste of Adrian Langdon
und wife,

\
|

But the railroad offi- |

Factory superintendents

| Btrong fuil throsted

annoy,

Heaith and sirength and the rest 1t Anth

(Crying Infants of course are mast atrictly
tabooed.)

And the tur? and
and the trees

Which muimur in cencert sslect sympheo-

*he fAawaers. the birds

nins,
And the mild summer skies unacquainted
with cloud!

(Though a feathery
is allowed.)

wralth now and then

And the aqueaus extract nerve bricing and
cenl,

AnA the pabulum worthy Lucullus's schaal;

And. finlshing touch to a picture unique,

It costs but & mers bhagats'ls by the wesk'

Do yvou fes!
your an
A langing tn sesk for this spot [ extel?
You''! find it at each of the summer resorts
(According ta all of their printed reports.)

Mng up fram the depths of

Matmier Mormis

A Rural Nocturne.
From tha Kichmond Times Inapateh

(' the oricket
And the frog

In the grass and
In the bog'

Haw thelr rippling muslc saathes ane’

v thelr g.adsome chorus smooths one’

How the unisons ariss
To -alute the night garhed sk s’

Just the orloket
Aud thas frog
In the grass and

In the bog!'

N = have no cares to bhurden
While the things nf nuture sing,
ut @ hely quie' rests us
Where the night hirds soft'v wing

In and aut the sleeping verdurs
Of the hedges and the trees

And the macre] theme i« wafled
In to luil us on the brecze

There the kins 'n s'umbar huddie
And the fowl nuve gone to rest
Mother Nature seem
All things (Iving &

o nourish
her breast,
comes the mus.
From the trees and from the bog,
And the leadars in the chorus
Are the cricket and the frog

Oh' the cr.chat
And tha frog
In the grass and
In the bog!
How their r‘.ru:‘.n-.. musle saothes ane’
How thelr giadsome chotus smooths one
Hoaw tha unisons arise
To sulute the night garbed algies’
Just the cricket
And the frog
the grass and
In the bog'

In

The Little House,

Feam Conteviporary Terae
And 1 sald to myself | w!l! bulll a hause
The duy my Love comes by
Aud thers shail ba much of a river wind,
apd much of the apen sky,
With a singing bird to wauke us,
great rose red and high,

and a

A mreat rose red and high and near,

And shaken by the bees,

Close In the shuwdow of geld green \inss
and a depth of green gold trees

And nighit will bhring a cool of dreams
iike rain upon Lhe breeze,
Thera will be gift of laughter given

When the sun |s brave in the biue.

Aud there will be gift of quist, coms with
the dusk and the dew;

Tl the wonder of each shining haur wiil
soak us through and through

O Httle house of river windes,

) houss 8o hid and neat.

The white long road that leads to you is
cruel to weary feet,

Yet, with my Love for company, even

the dust treads aweet.

MaxwerLn BraurAEns Bear

Manhstten.
Frum the Poetry Journal

They have heaped Woolworth upon Singer
Tower

And bade vou bear them.

The griping clawe of thelr great calssons

Bite deep to the bone

They have laced
and subwaye

And all, with one deft twisiing of weur
long body,

You might confound

Why do you lla there so complacent,

Manhattan?

Are you so dull of senss?

Or are you, parchunce,

lalled into slumber

Ay the soft tickling

Of our
Ten milllon little fest®
Cranse Pox HONN.

your flash with sewers

o

The Jealous Peadulum.
A pendulum remarked “Great Reatt,
1'm most disgruntied with my lot,

“gince 1 ohserved the President
My breast is Alled with dizcontent

“Right hers an! now 1 wish tn state
1 thought that I could vacilia‘e

“Pespite my most ambitious stride
1 only swung from slle (o s.de

“The clock kept time, ignoring me,
An amateur 1 seem to be

S 1 eould wabhis front and bhack
All time would bait unen its trac k"

McLarpptw.d Wil soN

BLADIN, | QUESTIONs AND AwswERs

An Englishman In my presence used
the word “preventative” and I bet him
§6 that there was no such word In the
English language. lTaNORANT.

You loss your bet. Although the dic-
tionarie® conceds that preventative is
“Irregularly and Improperly formed"
(Century) and a ‘“spurious variant”
(Btandard) it has plenty of respectabls
autherity for its use in place of the
sounder word, preventive.

Which is proper—all right, allright or
alright? J. W, Q.
Only the first,

How is the aititude above gea le
caloulated for Inland places? '.I. )l"'

By means of trigonometry; by run-
ning a line of precise levels starting
from mean sea level and terminating at
the point where height ia to be measured.
and by barometrio observations and
calculations,

Thirty or more years age, in th -
dex (Boston), the weekly of uu.N?w
Religlous Association of that time, 1
read essays contributed by Van Buren
Denslow. Can you tell me anything of

him? Is he the autho
now obtainable? m:-: 'l.m\;o::.o ”

Little has been found about Martin
Van Buren Denslow. “Initlals and
Pseudonyms,” by William Cushing (T.
Y. Crowell & Co.,, 1885), says he used the
pen name of Maurice O'Quill, and adds :
“An American blographer.” His ad-
dresses and writings accessible In the
New TYork Public Library ars “Man-
hatta, a Legend of the Hudson" (New
York, 1858: “Fremont and McClellan”
(Yonkers, 1862) ; “A Plea for the Intro-
duction of Responsible Government and
the Representation of Capltal Into the
United States as Safeguards Against
Communism and Disunfon' (Springfield,
1L, 1878); “Modern Thinkers, Princle
pally Upon Soclal Sclence: What They
Think and Why" (Chicago, 1880 in-
troduction by R. G. Ingersoll); “Free-
dom In Trade" (Cambridge, 1882):
“The Logic of Protection” (New TYork,
1883) ; “Principles of the FEeconomie
Philosophy of &ociety, Government and
Industry™ (New York, 1888);: “Why 1
Am a Protectionist’” (New York, 1890)

Who wrote “Confiict in Nature and

Life,” published by Appletn”
Freo H. Woon,

John Stahl Patterson. 1t was issued

n 1883,
Where can T get a book called “A
Thousand HBest Poems" ! J.L R
“The Thousand Best Poems in the
i World,” edited by E. W, Cole and 'Ernest
Hope, over 600 pages, is issued hy

Hutchinson & Co. (London) and sells
in England for three shillings sixpence
Any larges book store will get it for you,

Can men in tha army and navr vote

for President if they are outside of
United States territory? MF. B
They can. The matier is managed hy

the various States with the cooperation
of the War Department. The problem
of securing the soldiers votes arose In
1564 when, according to the “American
Annual Encyclopedia™ for that yegr (D,
I.\pp!-mn & Co.), page 796
“In order to enable the soldiers ah-
| sent from a State, and In the service of
| the United States to vote at electlons
| acts had been passed by the Legisiatures
of several of the States.
{ “In some of these States it had been
necessary to amend the Constitution so
"as to authorize the parsage of such an
| act
In Minnesota, New TYork, Connectieut
and West Virginia proxy votlng wae
wllowed. Soldiers from lowa, Wiscon-
;uln. Ohlo, Vermont, Michigan, Kentucky.
Kansas, Maine, California, Rhode Ixl-
and, Pennyylvania, New Hampshire and
Marviand voted In the fleld. Tcket:
were distributed to them, they cast their
ballots In camp and the bundles of bal-
| 1nts were niailed back to the home States
fowr counting. Indlana, Ill'nels, Dela-
,ware, New Jepsey, Oregon and Massa-
chusetts made nn provision for the soi-
Cdiers’ votes,
! For particulars 'ou may consult “Vot-
ing in the Field.” by Joslah H. Benton.
. The New York law 'm given In the
Rtate Constitution, Article 1T, sectlon 1
; Inquiry of the War Department brings a
| letter from the Adjutant-@eneral, who
L ILE
“1t does not appear tha! any general
inatructions were issued by the War De.
lpar!mom relative to voting by soldlers
| in the field at the fall electiona of
1608, during the war with Epain. The
| matper appears to have been under the
| earrol of the Etate authorities. who
provided for the tuking of the soldiers’
*\'OI!H in the field as directed by the
| laws of their respctive Btates, the
{ military authorities taking ne action
| with regard to the subject further than
| to afford the representative of the State
facllities for obtaining the vote of tpe
soldlers when requested by the Sate
authorities ta do so™
Can saome reader heip me to find the
| following lines”
| Shades of eveuing hovering o'er us
| l.eave our lonely bark a while;
Morn, ala¥, will not reatore us
I Yonder In a distant isle. H W
! In which ®tites are negroes nat
i lowed to vote?
|  Laws designed to accomplish this end
|worp enacted In Missiasippl in 1890, in
South Carolina in 1885, in Louisianpa in
| 1898, in North Carolina in 1000, {p Ala
'bama In 1801, In Georgla in 1908 and
In Oklahoma in 19810,

How doea the greatest battle of Alex
ander the Great compare with reeen'
battles in nuigbhers engaged, men killed
and prisoners taken? P

A comparison |s not possible, for the
manuseripts of Arrian's account of the
battle of Arbela contain so manifest an
| error of the copyist as to rob his figure
| of all value. Alexandcr had 40,000 foo
! and 7,000 horse  tradition puta Damus s
host &t 1,000 000 infantry and 40000
horse.

Will the oficers of the Nutinfial Guarid
of New York who are called out to go
to Mexico receive pay fiom the Blale
and from the United States as well after
their muster into the United Rtates ser-
viea? B J, R,

Yes . that is the present expectation,

W the North and Bouth Pele, 1t s
antd, the aun Is perpe tunlly visible during
months of the year, and that thie

neriod followed by ®ix months o’
| fartiness  What ls the action of the
| mpoon at these points? LH. G n

| The Arctie moon s Just the same us
| the moon vverywhere. Tha cause of the
ar nghta doea
i i Ve shightesl dee

wiX
Is

prn:uuxt--l dava and

not affet Lin

lgl‘l"’. = -0 BB e .




