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Twelve Hundred Lads
in Camp at Plum
Island Respond to the
Call to Be Ready for
Nation's Defence

By JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON

WELVE hundred boys having |

I the time of their lives grtt!n:!

bronzed and hale in the malt
air which comes with invigorating
tang from BSound and ocean—1,200 |
boys grow!ng each day snappler and
more alert—1,200 boys radlating the
health and spirits which come from |
manly exercise, clean living a.nd
wholesome diet-—-this & a =ight to
make one believe in the future of the
United States.

Take then into consideration that
the 1,200 are being Intenaively tralned
to bs good moldiers—that they ars
cadets of a condensed Weat Point who |
are galning the ideals of military dis- |
cipline under an inspired leadership— |
and the pulsed of any man will ‘hrl|||
a8 he sees the elght companies at deill !
and play on Plum Island, N. Y., at the |
eastern entrance of Long Inland Sound.

The experiment of this Jjuvenile
Plattsburg by the Sea has been such
& success that it is to have {ts im-
mediate encore. The committee of
patriotic citizens which launched this
movement for the :» training of the
younger generation Iin the art of war
in cooperation with the Military Train-
g Camps Association and helped it
by precept and example and funds has |
already arranged with the Government
for a second camp, which |8 to open
on August 12 and close on Beptember |
%, ls city headquarters at 4756 Fifth
avenue is even now recelving applica- |
tlons and those who wigh to have their
sons join had better lose no time, for
the boys of the present camp are ro
enthusiastic over the ldea that many
of them are asking for the second in-
stalment hefore they are half through |
with the fivet.

This camping out with Uncle S8am
is certainly great sport for the young-
sters, and they are enjoying every
minute of it from reveille to taps.

Ylum Island, if it were not given over
*¢ Fort Terry and a garrison, would
save Robinson Cyusoe or the Swins '
Family Robnson or be the theatre of |
adventure for a Kirk Munroe story. It
is about 3% miles long, made up of
piain and hill and tangle—and lte
thores are scalloped into coves and |
bays. The hreezes from the ocean |
play over it and even a few hours of |
the =alt and the ozone vitalize the
human saystem so that one can feel
the ¢ffects for days. It wounld he just
the place to run away to for adven-
ture, rnd life on the reservation is a
fine, big adventure in itself.

There are two camps—the East
Camp, where 760 boys are living, and
the Hill Camp. which accommodlates |
450, The War Department regulations
require that wherever the citizens are |
o Government ground for drill!
they ehall be with regular troops—so |
thers I8 a detachment of the 133d
Coast Artillery at the East Camp and
one from the Forty-third Coast Artli-
lery at the Hill Camp. At the far
end of the iwland are the fortifications
and the batteries of the great guns
and mortars, and at the other is the |
large parade ground where the bhoys
g*t infantry tactics. There Is a hike
of a mile and a quarter between the |
two camps,

The Government furnished the can- |
vas shelters in which the young regi- |
ment |a living. Most of the tents are
of the pyramidal form. They riee
conelike into the sun and are square |
At the hase, ro that it is easy for the
elght cots of a squad to he arranged
freide and at the same time to give
plenty of elb w room. Each tent has |
& wooden floor, thanks to the dona-
tions nf the committee, and the drain-
age |s #o perfect that there is no dan-
ger of dampness. The pole of the
tent {s braced with steel and about its |
top ie a vent,

There is a full grown electric light |
plant blooming under the dark case- |
ments at Fort Terry and from it/
comes the current which supplies the |
bulbs in every teat. On the Bound
#lde of the Island are the well buiit
thower bathe, containing rows and
rows of nozzles, and here also are the
faucets from which fresh water can
he drawp fr washing the hands and
face.  All that modern sanitation can
4o has bean done at this camp to in- |
sure the health of the cadets. KEach
camp ton has its mess halls, built of
stout  timbers and well screened
agalnst fles and dust.

No waste accumulates, for every-
thing I8 burned as soon as possible,
Tn make wure of having enough fur-
nace room the incinerators weére en-
larged after the boys arrived. There
were plenty of stones along shore
870 w'h lines of willing young as-|
fixiants who made a thousand foot |
chaln along which the bouldems passed
from hasd to hand there was no
trouble at all in getting all the bulld-
ing material needed. There s not
Along these coasts an island more
#plek and span than Is the one which
% now the home of the twelve hundred
cadets. Not a rcrap of paper s per-
mitted to take |ts wayward course;
the company streets of the camps are |
models of good policing.

This is by wav of describing the
**tting in which there are now passed
#0 many busy and happy days by this
legion of thoroughly alive hoys, They
tome from all parts of the United |
States.  Practically every State |s
represented, and there are several
frem Honolulu and other far away
torners of the American dominions.
That I8 one of the great advantages
of the camp--the bringing tcgether
of Loys from ull sections of the couns |
'ry In such a way that it broadens |
ther individual horizons. The Eaatera :
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boy learns of the great resources of

the interior, the boy from lllinois gets &

the Fastern viewpoint, and more than

| all else he wenses the need for coast
, defence as he stands by the ponderous

guns anl watches the ships come in
from sea.

The movement which has made the
Plum Island Camp such a success
started at St. Paul's School at Con-
cord, N. H., where most of the stu-
dent= belong to prominent and wealthy
families of the Kast. The Rev Dr
Smith Drury, the principal,
haa at first A summer military camp
near the school. It was thought best |
to bring the bos's more in touch with
the regular ermy, and it was proposed
that they camp at a regular post. The
idea broadened and a commitiee was
organized In New York at the Uni-|
versity Club, where it had the as-
sirtance of Major-Gen, Leonard Wood,
the Easrtern Depart-
ment of the Unite! States Army, and
the experiment at Pium Island, which |
has proved such a success, was begun,

The New York office was mpened

| where applications were recejived from
| students

all over the country. The
present  contingent represents  about
three hundred Institutions. The boys
range in age from fifteen to eighteen
and in the next camp the age limit
heag been raisd to nineteen. The
cadetn are from private schools, pub-
lie schools, academies and high schools
and the authorities have seen to it
that there are no s=ocial distinctions
made, The spirit of Plum Isiand is
There are of Ccourse many

ing money they wish, and due care is
taken that they do not wish much
bisrond what s provided for in the
repular fare.

Some of the boys, and
some of the bhest young snRllers there,
have been aided financially by the
committee, but in such a way that
nobody knows ahout it but the two
parties to the transaction. Some of
the cadets have had their way paid
entirely by privats subscription, but
that makes no difference.

Just as soon as the loads of youths
were landed from the Greenport and
the New London hoats they were told |

ong them

| off Into the companies five at a time,

By the tlme the pcst commander, |
Lieut.-Col. Andrew Hero, Jr., had com-
pleted his work practically every tent
on the island contained eizht boys at
nightfall, none of whom had seen the
others before and did not know
woaether his tentmates were rich or )
poor—whether they could afford to
buy everything in sight to he sold,
which by the way, Isn't so very much

or whether they had not a cent with
which to bless themse'ves. Even had
this levelling process not insured the
fine spirit of democracy which rules
this encampment, youth itself wouid
probably have asserted it New friend-
instantly
and the cadets began thelr new life
together like comrades in arms.

The immutable schedule of the camp |
fell rather heavily upon them the first
three days, but now they |

| ttere is a leeway of half an hour. Most

follow it with joyous and clockl ke
precision. The bugles gound the first
call to revellle ut a quarter of 6 o'clock
every morning except on SBunday, when

of the buglers are cadets, for search
was made at the start for all wao
could play on musgical instruments,

and It was with triumphant joy that
several of the hoys volunteered to get
up extra early ®o that they might bhe
the means of routing the others out of
bed. There is a keen zest in the notes
of the bugles, therefore, shortly after
the sun glints on the Plum Island
dunes. Ten miinutes after the
call comes the real revellle, waich
sounds in the ears of youth hurryving
through ahlutions and strugg!'ing into
cotton breeches Assembly = at 6
o'clock— Afteen minutes to dress is
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such dbrisk treatment a= this. When I
went first to Fort Terry the morning
callsthenjcr had been in full blast for
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bearine  The mess call at half past 6
o'clock finds no jaded appetitcs, The
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coffee, the cereal goes round, and the
hearty fare disappears in short order,
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First the other he sore throat and was

to s« placed in the i=sclation ward for obe

‘s desorits ervation final diagnosis wos
shall | tonsillitis In view of the infantlle
I'here paralysis epidemic in New York city a

the pos*, | rule svar made that no cadet once
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Children less than 16 years
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Dr. Usher was surprised to learn
that one of the cadets had written
home that there had been s=overal
cages of ptomaine poisoning.  For ph
maines please read pickies. The cured
cucumber impregnated with vinegar

has been fourd when in unhallowed
combination with lee cream to produce
collvwobbles, Several of the cadets
who were doubled up for an hour or 8o
had gone from a gorge of pickles to
the post exchange, swhere they
partaken of ice cream. Such a state
af affaire will not develop azain, for
Lieut -Col. Hero isgued an official order
to the effect that hersafter no |
cream or candy or cake or any sweets
whatever can be purchased on the
tsiand until afler half past 2
i the afternoon The  collywobhly
squad was called up and required to
state on honor as to {ts opinion of
causge of its troubles. They answerel,
Pickles and candy.” or words to that
effoct The caterer is sad, for fee
cream cou'd be had in the morning
before the hand of military authority
fell upon him
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‘Days of Sport as Well
as Hard Work for the
Youngsters Who Are
Being Trained to Be
Good Soldiers

portant positions in various profes-
wions, have given their time freely In
| order to help in the movement which
' #hould one day #pread througzhout the
I nation. There (s & missionary enthu-
| slaem In the attitude of the men who
have been drilled at Plattsburg which
| is positively contagious. The same
{ #pirit which is being inculcated at Plum
! 1sland by precept and example will, in
. the opinlon of experts, spread the
| Plattaburg idea throughout the coun-
| try, and in each boy who is now In
ilrnm.lnx at the island encampment
| there may be In embryo an officer of &
lcitizen army.
| The boys in these summer days drill
lin as slmple a uniform as possible.
! The blouse is not worn in hot weather
at all. They appear in the olive drab
shirt, breeches of brown cotton, suss
penders, cartridge belt, the regulation
canvas leggings, shoes of tan leather
bullt mostly on the universal last de-
signed by Major Munson, the campaign
hat about which is the combination
red, white and blue cord which is al
| ways identified with Plattsburg. The
'boys are using the approved type of
gpringfield rifles. With the exception
of a few minor detalls their equipment
is such as the best equipped regulars
| would have,
|  The elght companles are a few be-
yond actual war strength, which Is 160
men, and the younz soldiers thus have
the opportunity of going through the
various evolutions just as they would
if heing prepared for actual fighting.

The unusual feature of the camp at
Plum Island is that it gives the boys
not only the best [nfantry drill, but
algo glves the chance to learn much
ahout the coast defences of the United
States. The cadets from the inland
States have been especially impressed
[by the fortifications and the bLig guns,
land when some of them get into Con-
gress they will see to it that there is
no stintin® the appropriations for
| const defence. In the afternvon they
put on their denim jumpers and over-
alls and go out to the mortar pits and
the batteries and learn how to work
the giant artillery which is ready to
repel the invaders from our coasts,
The intricate details of ploteing and
finding the range and all the elaborate
calculations connected with landing a
shell am the deck of an enemy War
hip are not lost on them,

“Say, fellows,” exclalmed one of the
students of war the other day, “after

|

this me for math every day in the
week."
The enormous fashlights on the

| island, by means of which the ocean
| can be searched for miles on the dark-
est nights, radio telegraphy and numers-
ious other branches of science can be
studied In the most practical fashlon
jat thie camp, so in the afternoon many
hoys are following electTve
studies which (n later years should
prove of Incaleulable benefit
These are growing boys at

Plum

- it : e
ine , |““I ;9- .41.”. vou :hl\lt' ’]Alnnd some of them still have grow-
ind bo W eandy - tnke !

: " 24 "'. o “‘"“ t‘: ing pains, and therefore the reins of
at one =o |t j= that sweels authority relax at times and there is

Plum Island and
beans are approved by the

no dearth of amusement. The after-
noon swimming hour brings out hun-
dreds of young Neptunes to the cove,

The authorities at Camp Washing- 3.4 as soon as they go out boats take
ton, experienced officers accustomed to thelr station just beyvond the life lines
deal with it Rinds of constitutions, | g, that instant help mayv be given
and the medioal men s well, see 1o 1t gnhum) any of the swimmers get a
that the cadets are not permitted 0] ceammy  Phe rules forbid going beyond
overexert themse ves at drills, Th““\‘f‘l’l-!:n buoys and to parts of the r:mut
surgeons are constantly following up where there are dangerous currents.
the lines and studying the condition Baseball, tennis and other athletics
of the yonng soldiers, and if they con- ape kept up to the best standards, The
sier { any show undue fALEUE Goyernment has been much uided in
they make them fall out and rest, or ' yya yuarts schedule by the Young
malke them stay away from drill for a | san'e Christian Association, which has
day or saonntil they are restored 1o, eoretary on the ground. The asso-
their normal state ciation also provides moving picture

Plum Istand combines far seeine and | entertainments.

telllgent care of the vouth enteusted | The religious services on Sunday
to it wirth etficient and strict discipline. | reqeh  all  religious  denominations.
The by reatize that everything 18| There is a Roman Catholic service and
el done for thelr welfare and ac- | 4lso one by the Eplscopalians, besides
copt with  enthusinsm  every lesson| 5 general service held hy the Young
which ds given to them. They come | zfen's Christian Association. The sers
unider the nmstruction of s»fficers of the !
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and «f |
whose on
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rimy, men of varied experience
he finest soldierly  qualities,
tiook on Hfe and whose gen- |
are n themselves inspir-9
ith
weive no less insplration from
ple of severnl West Point ea- |
have ginlly given up their

vices are heid on thg gentle slopes
amid the fortifications, where a
naturalt amphitheatre is aforded,
Parents who might think that their
sanns would get into some Kind of mis-
chief at Plum Island need give them-
selves no concorn  they can take the
bhoys' word for it on that score. Every
day Is #0 full of duties that when the

furioneghs in order 1o spend two monthe | final ecall for lights out at half past 9
nodrilling the pookides, and there are | o'clock comes the boys roll over and

also Lientenants assigned to the cpm- | go to thelr rest
idied at Mattsburg, | day afternoon
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on Saturdays
and Sundays

There has been #0 much doing that
the boys have heen rather remiss In
their correapondence, so mueh #o that
in order to mave o many inquiries the
| post  commander {ssued an  official
order that every cadet would have to
write home at least once a week

It will be seen then that no phase of
jl:mlrucl!nn which makes for a well
rounded life is omitted at Plum 1sland,
The story of what isx done there would
not he complete without a list of those
who have dons &0 much tn make A
| success the work to which g much
effort ham heen given by the commit-
tee headed by T. Douglas Robinzon, a
nephew of Col Theodore Roosevelt,
| and his associates, Gerald Chittenden,

Dr. . Ward Crampton, John (i Mil-
‘burn, Jr., J. H. Prentice, | Hagsen
IRRhoades Theoadore IRonsavelt, Jr.,

Tlorace . Stebhins, Frederick Wallace
and James D). Williams,

The camp, as already ghven, iz In
lenommand of Lieut -(*ol. Hero. The
'adjutant ks Second Lieut. H. C. Me-
| Lean, Twenty-ninth Infantiy, and the
| quartermaster First Lieut. H. H. Sum-
iner, C. A (Y. The camp treasurer s
Second Lieut. 1. ', Halbert, C, A. C.,
| and the camp mess officer Capt. George
{ I.. Wertenbaker, . A, C, The ord-
| nance officer is J. . Hogan, C. A, C,
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