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By JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON

TWENTY of
thousand

tho See of Home,
majority of whom iro of

the laity, 20,000 devoted men and
women who are consef.atlng their
efforts to the solution cf vexej prob-
lems of tho nge, nre gathering here
for what will probably prove to be
the greatett religious convocation ever
held In the United States.

The principal body in the American
Federation of Catholic Societies, which,
with Its combined membership of more
than 2,000,000, exerts a wide lnlluence
not only within the borders of Its own
church but comes In touch nt many
points with the ic world.
Its meetings, especially where they
will deal with present day civic and
moral problems, will be fraught with
unusual public Interest. Its fifteenth
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a
The of the is from its name.

It seeks to bind all
and in easy ties of and

based upon the
causes the of the and the glory of the

nation in union there is
The are held every year in cities to

and to the most of the
and the great of the day in their to

the and social
and of the faith, the

press,
&c.

The has a great deal of good in
every of the Our own

our for the of
our are of

it. The Holy all the the
and, the entire

and of the its and have
and their

We must the to New York with all
the called for by the of the

and the of our I shall be
that all our

&c, with the and
send to the of how to secure

and to for will be
and in the press. invite the

and at large to attend the of
the in as large as The

of the will also be
I that the time of the

our and the homes of
our be with flags and in token of

for the and of to our dis
and from every of

thev.

annual will bring together
many leaders of the church, both cler-

ical und lay, and Us reflex will bo felt
tho civilized nations.

the con-

vention there will nlno bo held the
Ixty-llr- ut annual meeting of the Ger-

man Catholic Central Vercln, and
there will also assemble tho Catholic
Young Men'a National Union, tho CJon-zag- a,

Union, tho of the
Catholic Vcreln, the New York Stnto
league of tho Vercln and tho New
York of the Catholic

Tho Cothollc ITess
will hold its on Au-

gust 17 to IS inclusive.
Tho federation- begins Its Missions

next Sumliiy and will them
on Tho activities of the
various d.illng seven
days from will bu

under "Catholic Weelt," This
rotable t erk'H of sessions Is held under
the of Cardinal Farley, who
1ms Issued a pastoial letter

tho dclgates to the
Tho 1'ope will bo by the

Delegate, John
Jionzauo. There will be present, ac-

cording to tho thiee
princes of the church. Cardinals J1I- -
borm of Farley of New York
and n'Connell of Hustmi. The "futher
of the the .tight Uuv.
Jumcs Mcl'all, Lllshop of
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Is na well ns other
noted of tho hier
archy and leaders of tho
laity.

Tho will bo opened next
August 20, with u

solemn mass to be held nt
11 o'clock at St.
which will be by as many of
the ns can be

There will be the lnrgcst of the
that evening at the

Square where will
be made by the the
three V. ltourko
Dr. James J. Walsh. John Whalen and
other of reputa
tion. The urena has been altered to
suit It to the needs of the as i

Ian board has been
at the eastern end of It. Kvcn ,

with tho which re
dure reatln? thcro will be j

ruom tor i..uuv persons.
It was at Ilrst to have the

mass In the but
It was soon seen by the on

that there would not be
room for half of those who would

wish to attend. The
was mindful of the fact, that when the

to protest the taking
of the of the Church by the
French several years ago
20,000 persons sought to enter the

In which there was room
only for 7,000. No such as the
ono for tho of Au
gust 20 has been held on this
slnco tho which
was called In 1910 at

Tho of tho will
meet nt
avenue and street. On

of next week there
will be a at the Hotel Astor,
at which Farley and other

will receive.
The of Catho-

lic which has so
n

tho which In
tho time of were
In The faithful of the Teu
tonic States felt that they were, not
getting their full rights, and hence
they formed groups made up of all po-

litical parties and in
tho desired

wero held lit other
with a result that the

laity were able to the
of those of the same fo'.d. The

lloman Cen-
tral Vercln founded in this Is
a heritor of tho German
Tho of
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(Jlarfrnai Farlrij Paatnral Setter
meaning Federation evident

Catholic organizations, parishes, clergy
people acquaintance, affection coopera-

tion, single principle, which, speak-
ing, perpetuity church

strength.
conventions different

discuss promote important interests
church questions relations

church, public private morals, patriotism, re-

form, domestic foreign propagation
theatre, Catholic Catholic literature, Catholic educa-
tion,

Federation accomplished
portion country." United Catholic

Works, Teachers Association Spread Christian
Catholic Theatre Movement, outgrowths
Father, American Cardinals, Apos-

tolic Delegate, generally speaking, hierarchy
clergy country appreciate advantages

expressed publicly privately approbation.
welcome convention

cordiality importance organiza-
tion dignity country's metropolis.
pleased, therefore, parishes, educational
institutions, become affiliated Federation

delegates convention. Details
affiliation arrange delegates given fre-

quently prominently public
clergy people public exercises

convention numbers, possible. pro-
gramme convention extensively published.

Furthermore, suggest during
churches, schools, institutions

people bunting
annreciation Federation, welcome
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Societies, attained
phenomenal growth, resembles some-
what Catholic congresses

llismarck convened
Germany.

succeeded obtain-
ing recognition. Catholic
congresses Euro-
pean countries,

promote solidar-
ity
Deutscher Kathnllscher

country
movement.
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Societies, however, Iks regarded '

In of American instl- -
tutlons.

various Catholic organizations the

mum., J. I

w is y
w K of of be

of
i United States was flrst suggested at education they give which Is purely! The social service worit of the rcd-- !
tho annual convention of tho Knights secular. Various solutions have been era t inn will naturally touch to some
of St. John, held In VJ03 at Cleveland, suggested from time to time ns a com-whe- n

It was proposed to weld tho varl- - promise. The Catholic position is that
nun mmmjmriprfp ttf nnlnp Into .1 th vimrh nf tin tinllun slimiM
more perfect union. The first call for
n general conference of Catholic
ties was Issued nt the convention of the
Vnlcrlita ,if SI, Inhn fit l'hltn nil In t hn
following year.

Tho movement from Its Inception '

mi ' '

r n

i had tho cordial support of the Itev. Dr. misunderstandings ami mlsapprehen-Jame- s
Augustine MeFnul, who, In SfU, slons which arhe concerning the Cath-wa- s

consecrated lllshop of Trenton. , olio Chut eh. a lay organization It
He consulted with various ceclesl.it-tl- reaches toward the general public
cal leaders, especially with llishop through business ami social circles.
MitifltnAr nf M lu-- I, If TIia.a ,v,t ThrnnMi llm (ii-n- flitviMr.1, n.l.li-njw-

'
prelates became tho principal advisers
of tho new laymen's movement, lllshop
McFaul, who had had n long nnd
varied experience ns an administrator

I In his own diocese. Is commonly re- -
lerred to as "The Father of the Feder.
ation," The organization grew rapidly
though Its State branches and soon bo- -

cfime nn Important factor In the affairs
of tho Roman Catholic Church In tho
United States. It continued to be un- -
der tho general guidance of tho hler- -

I nrchy, and bishops are on Its advisory
board.

It cannot commit Itself, however, to
any great question of doctrine without
thc consent of tho authorities, nnd yet
It has a much wider latitude than Is
commonly supposed. It Is purposely
lightly controlled by the clergy, so that
It may perform tho function of a means

J of studying lay opinion. Freedom of
d scussion ?s encouraged nnd thero
have been radical differences of opin-
ion expressed by many delegates. The
higher authorities of the church have
found the federation a valuable means
of following the trend of public senti-
ment. The objects of the federation

of the Catholics. It Is expressly for -

communl-politlc-

their
Tho is to the

encouracement of the Christian edii- -

cation of In many States it

CJOHN
WHALEN,

mm in J I

"

Mia .,

1

Ah

on

has conducted n strong fight for the
reboot. Indeed there are some

ot the sock-tie- which hold that mi nl- - !

Cnth- -

ollcs by the Statu for that part of the I

brought up with religious training, and
that the founders of this republic nctu- -
ally lii'id that there should be definite
in'.Htnn I..Mi..n,i f.,ltt, U.irnitii.

One of the chief functions of the i

federation Is tho correcting of emits,

'

and by various other means It seeks lo
place Its faith before every community.
It Is committed to tho of a broad
patriotism, it means that the title
"American Federation of Catholic So- -
cietles" shall convey tho Idea of cn- -
lightened civic devotion and deal with
tho e, even where there

' bo a clash of opinion, as a citl- -
zen of tho samo republic.

I'crhaps from the popular point of
view the most Interesting phase of the
work of tho federation is along the
lines of social reform and economic up- -

,11ft. It will have a mass meeting nt
Carneglo Hall on the evening of Au- -
gust 21 which will bo especially de
voted to social ncrv.cn problems. It
will bo directed by the Right ltev. P. J.
Muldiion, IIMi.ii ( Roclsford, III., who
has for years been a lender In move-
ments which have enlisted the help of
every creed. Ho has not hesitated to
work with In tho fur-
thering of various reforms, especially
in the tight against tho Increasing
prevalence of divorce.

ltlshoti Mpt'.ml e.ir ni--n tnnlr ttio
ti',ii.., .i nn.i-nir,- .

building of institutions which would

J divorce. The Catholic theatre move -
mcnt received tho support of the
clergy of l'rotcstunt denominations
an 1 some of them actually Joined It.
There was a feeling among tno L.itli- -
iilics that tho sligo had gouo too far,
nnd that it was year by year present- -

bidden, however, that the federation protect American youth,
and brnnches mingle In partisan The federation In

All tho societies concerned ties has Joined with the l'rotestnnts
Imvn to the. mntintrpmpnt of tho staUloillir out of tbn abuses of

Internal affairs.
federation committed

youth

parish

policy

should

imtnniiniv

Ing plays calculated to undermine th
foundations of morality. The move-
ment, which is ntllllated with the fed-

eration, did not denounce plays by
but rather cstab!l-he- d a "White

1.1st," on which appeared those which
were considered as normal and whole-
some, as well us Instructive enter-
taining. The members of tho move-
ment Induced tho'-- of the older gener-
ation to kei'p away from questionable
performances for tho hiKp of Influ-
encing the younger generation to
shun decenerati' drama. The Cath-
olics, through their arloim societies,
also Joined with other organization!
In n campaign for promoting decency
and purity In moving picture houses.

At the forthcoming meetings espe-

cial attention will be given to the
theatre and reports on the status of
htage morals have been prepared by
authorities.

The federation is opposed to social-
ism, to anarchy to all systems
which It considers Inimical to the pub-
lic welfare. It ulms at corruption In
polltlcr, t false pretence of all kinds
nnd ckpeclnlly nt dishoifesty In com-
mercial dealings. H Is deeply lnter- -
Aut.l l t1nlitl tlm ovils nf child
labor and has Invc-tunt- wages and
considered all phas.-- of micI.i! Justice.

extent on charity, tor long before the
giving of relief to the po r In nn or
ganized way w.i developed tho Cnth- -

ollcs were almoners. The
policy of the Catholic layman, even
when he Is wealthy and Is nblo to hire
others to distribute llix alll. lUIS been
to give as tniKh of himself In counsel
as he cotlM. I lie atlioucs nave

been as kind to the poor as they
have been seero with th-s- who im
pose on the compassionate.

It may be, tilthoiiuli the set pro-
gramme does not show it at tills stage,
that there will ho mine references to
the recent disagreements between the
Mavor. n Catholic, and certalti of hla
coreligionists m the subject of the
management of charitable, institutions.

The suggestion of the general eco-

nomic and sociological features of the
meetings wJJI appear In deUll In the
Carnegie Hull meeting. This meeting
may be regarded as an Interesting" In-

dex of the lay mind of tho church.
Among tho speakers, a thoae

already mentioned, are to be rrof.
James U llaggerty of the Ohio Stata
University, the ltev. Dr. John A. Ryan
of the Catholic t'nlverslty In Wash
ington and the Rev. Fdwln V. O'llara,
chairman of the State Commission on

! tl,p Minimum Wage.
That nothing may be omitted to

mako the approaching scMons of the
federation l:v every way successful
and fruitful Cardltvil Farley has In-

structed all within liN Jurisdiction to
Join hands In welc nilng the delegates.
The Stars and Stripes to !o dis
puted on churches and parish houses
and tho homes arc to bo slmilaly
adorned, The I'O.OOO prltvts of the
American liieratcliv have been olll- -

treni.
The landmarks of Catholicism are

everywhere in tho city of New York.
H Is confidently asserted by scholars

of the See of Iioino that tho flrst
Christian prayer ever within
tho limits ot the city was uttered by
Catholic lips. Thomas F. Median, one

' of the writers for the "Catholic F.ncy- -
..1. ...... U.. ........ tl... It nfYnr..! lit.I l '.vl)lli f 1,1.,, tl nit" i.mi.vi. .j
the Italian explorer Vcrrazano, who
In 1624 landed here, neatly a century
before Henry Hudson.

There Is at the H.ittery a massive
monument to Vcrrazano, erected sev-

eral years ago by tho Italian colony,
Tho flint mass ever sung on Man-

hattan Island, as far an Is known, waa
that celebrated 011 August 27, 12, by
Father Thomas Hardy, S, J., In nn Im-

provised chapel ne ir olil Fort Amster-
dam. Ho was thn chaplain of Col.
Thomas Dnngan, a Catholic, who had
Just been iippoll.tcd Governor of tho
Province of Now York

line of the most Interesting Cntholto
landmarks of New York city Is In St.
Paul's church ant-t- he shaft erected
to tho memory of Dr. William .lames
MncNeven. nn Irish exile of 1S98, who
In tho days following tho Revolution
ben line n noted physician In tlild city.

Visitors to New York will bo much
Interested In St. Peter's in Barclay
street, thn Ilrst lloman Cntholto
church. Tho original edlflco was
erected In 17S6. H was torn down,
however, In 1836 and the present build.

I
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