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the Thid Man in ]iing Hc_z_ve Caused Many Boxers
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FOULS FIGURED
PRONINENTLY IN
TITLE CONTESTS

Many Championships Have
Boen Lost Through
Ilegal Blows,

FITZ WAS DEPRIVED OF
HARD EARNED HONORS

By THE VETERAN,

The claim of Ad Wolgast that the blow
which lald Preddie Welsh out cold In the
third round of the bout at Denver July 4
wan not foul and that Welsh lost his title
then and there has béen nu.lilim'd by mo
much relinble testimony that there can
be little question as to the correcthess of
the formar champlon’s contentlun, The
verdict of the elub physiclan that Welsh
yhowed no evidence of having received a
fmil blow 18 convincing, and the action
of referee 1oto in giving Welsh twenty
minutes in which to reoover from the ef-
feets of the blow s diMcult of explana-
ton from the point of view of boxing
rules or common Justice,

Ploto 1 his defence says he wanted
12 give the spectators & “run for thelr
money.” This Is puerile, and will not
stand the acid test. The spectators got
s Yrun for their money” when they saw
the lightweight champlon of the world
tnppled over with & clean body punch for
the full count,

It does not follow that Flotn was so-
Neltous for Walsh's champlonship welfare
when he falled to count him out in the
third round, but the fue: remaing that he
did a bitter Injustice 1o Wolgast when he
falled to declare Welsh a beaten man,
thus giving Wolgast the title.

Referee’s Ruling Standas,

Wolgast's subsequent claim of the title
becaure of the apparent injustice done
him by the refores will not affect the
situation, for the remson that under the
Wueenuberry ruics the deciston of h
raferee is fnal. The wording of the rule
on trut pont s as follows

“The decision of the referes shall he
promptiy and irrevocably given, and shill
be binding s tw the baltle money and
other wawern'

Therefore, as Floto declded that Welsh
was no! knocked out in Jhe Lard roseould
Walsh retalne hix title and Woalgust can-
Bot gel recognition of his claim.

The ome unforiunate feature so far as

Walkast is concerned has bheen the (en-

dency of the former champlon o hit foul
blows and the fact tAat the blow that
fnally brought his bout with Welsh W
close was adjudged foul

It in alro worthy of note that Wolgamt
loat hia title to Ritchie on a foul! the
champion being on the verge of & knock-
out himself in the sixteenth round when
he broughit the Lo tt's 1o a eluse with &
low blow

Opervate Agninnt Wolgast.

All there thingm have operated aeainst
Wolgnet in his comglalnt ugalnet Fioto,
but the evidence I8 now s overs heliging
In his favor that no falr minded person
can well deny thut he has been wronged

However, all the world over the ref-
tree’s decinlon s Anal. and Wolgast |s
net the only sufferer from mistakes by
the third man In the ring.

Beyond doubt the most outrageous In-
Eance on record was that In wilch Rob-
ert Firzmimmons was deprived of a well
Marned victory over Tom Sharkey ut San
Francleco December 2, 1898,

No championship hinged on this bat-
tle, byt there was a big betting scheme In
operation, and it was not in the cards
for Fite 1o win, The Cornlehmun was a
favorite, but owlng o the abundance of
Fharkny money the Fite backers smelled
& mouse and held back thelr cnsh.

Enter Wyait Earp.

In arder 1o make certain that Suarkey
Mould not Inse, the clique o chnrge of
the schemes pelocted Wyatt Enrp, & no-
torious gunman of the West, to act as
referee, wid this interesting wentleman
w8 wccompanied Into the ring by a
Mheoting Iron the stock of which Is sald
10 have runtalned many notches,

L owas gently intimsted to Fitz fust
before the batt’e tht i Lie used any un-
fecesrary rougliness In handlipe the gal-
lant sallor be would be more than st
0 got i leaden warning from the referee,

_This did huve & tendency to mnke
Fite cinloys and he went along very
¥ wutlhing for an opportunity te
A knockout punch,
ame tn the eighth
the Cornishimnn

round, when
worked his left shift

ard linded Nis left flar full In the pit
of Sharkey's stomach, the sallor eupl-
"t up o0 the ring foor completely
""I:T-' Lonthough not uncenscious,  As
FVdee that Sharkey was a party to
"T, ’ "r'-' e began to groan loudly

Sharkey Goes Into Hiding.

Wyutt Furp gave Sharkey a Lrief in.
! I then sald:

w, Bharkey wins' .

curry out the deception

rarvied to his hetel and

ol i hlding for a few days, Lut

Ve perstone who Investigited re.

L oine sailvr wos seen sitting
urd and smoking o fat clgar
0ftes the “foul” was committed,
ot only was Fitz thus defrauded of
the decinion but he never got any of the
Burss that was promiscd him.

Hut Fitr got some satisfaction for
the Lijustice, On AUgust 24, 1900, he
Kot Bhariey Into the ring with him at
Catey Island. A more terrific beating
BEVEr wan hunded to m aupponedly first
rluln.‘ lruvywelght.  Fits batiered the
®allor o1l over the ring for a round and
B half, and then in the middle of the
#cond cound hit Bharkey In the stom-
Rk withi the same blow that stopped
hm an the roast.

The sailor was knocked cold and
Culd not have yelled foul had he de-
Mred to. In any event It weuld have
donw Hm no good to have ¢lsimed foul,
for ticorge Hiler wan referse, and the
Winnink blow was so palpably falr and
Khove the belt that even s novice ref-
Sree could not huve done olherwise
than count Bharkey out.

Suylor Btopped Welsh,

The Walgast episede s not the only
one in which Welsh's title was saved
through the erronecus work of a ref-
free, Milburn Baylor knocked Walsh
Gut clean with a body blow at Winnl.
Peg October 20, 1013,

There was much confuslon following

knockdown, and the aatute han-
dier of Welsh lost no time In declaring
that hin man had Been fouled.

The referee, & novice of Winnipex,

'eame confused, and nelther counted
Welnli out nor ealled the blow foul, Tn
the hubbub Welsh left the ring, and s
there nad been no oMolnl action by the
fefores, Weolsh's manager had litte
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Be Deprived of ___I(Vell—eamed Victories

l FISTIC PERFORMERS WHO WERE PRINCIPALS IN BATTLES IN WHICH FOUL BLOWS MADE RING HISTORY

~ BITTER LESSON FOR

|

Aifficulty In ecreating the |Impression
that Welah had been the victim of a
foul blow,

Later on the referes lssusd a stnte-
ment In which he sdmitted he had not
nade u decislon but expressed the un-
(Miclal opinton thiat the bl w was low,
Ha also expressed the unofficinl opinion
that Baylor was having the better of
the argument up to the time of the
blow that brought the champlon to the
foor,

All of which goes to show what rare
birds are appointed to nct us referse In
the fur West

Rilly Jok's Aetlon,

A declsion similar to that of Flote,
thougn not qu'te so NAERTANL, Was TRt
'rendered by Billy Joh during & contest
between Joa Jeannette and. Hattling
Jim Johnson July 1, 1014, In this elly.

Johnson landed a terrific wallop In
the pit of Jeanneile's stomach in the
first round and brought Joseph to the
canvas knocked out, though not uneon:
sclous. Jeannette claimed foul, whirh
wan not allowed by the referss, who
still failed to coung out Jeannette. The
beaten man wan carried to his corner,
und after some hard thinking Joh an-
nounced that Jeanneite would have
three minutes In which to recover from
the effucts of the blow., This was dons
widl the bout then was resumed and
went the lilmit of ten roundp.

Joh's Defence.

| T had NMeferee Joh summoned befors
'the Hoxing Commission to explain his
remarkable ruling, wnd while he ad.
mitted his nction was not (n conformity
with any known rules on boxing he
submitted an hin chief defence that he
“arted with good Judgment.”  What
Juh meant by that was that had he
counted Jeannette out in the Arst round
it would nut only have deprived the on-
lookers of nine rounds of boxing but
possibly might have wroused the ire of
the club manager, on whom Joh de-

pended for hin weekly compensstion. |

Thia furnished proof positive that no
referee under the present system of de-
pendeney on elub managers dares make
any declylon ealeuiuted to ruMe the tem-
per of the muannger

After limening to the evlidence In the
carge the commission thstrucied Referce

Joh In future, when in doubt as to the |

fuleners of o blow, to call the club
physiclan and be gulded by his verdict.

Moha Alse Among Vietims.

Bob Mohu declures that he wos de-
prived of o decinion over tha illustrious

hacked up by manufactured evidence,
Moha got into the ring with Gibbons at
Hudson, Wis., December 4, 1014, and In
the second round hit the Bt. Laul wizard
a punch in the body that curled him up
an the foar but Al not afect his vocal
organs.  Mike screeched foul In x high
key and was hurrledly removed to his
dressing room, Hy the time the club
oMicials  renched the couch of the

play to them a part of his defennive
armor with numerous dents in |t

Moha exyresses the opinion that it
wan done with & hammer and that a
Mow dellversd In the ring would ecer.
talnly have sent the St Paul man o
the haspital

Carpentier Saved by Foul,
the great French middle-
henvywelght who when
[ha went to  the nt for his
| country  was the undisputed cham-
pion of Europe In thess two clasees.
was saved from complete knockoui by
n foul on one oecasion, though It wia
'nm nw foul blow, Cnrpentler wan in
the ring In Patls with Frank Klaus June
a4, 1012, tghting for the world's mid-
Mewelght title.  In the nipeteenth round
Kinus had the Frenchnfin going and
was just about to land the finlshing blow
when Carpentier’'s mianagerd vushed (nto
the ring screeching “Foul I and earried
his battered chiamplon tu his corner.

1t happened that the referes was not
to he misled by the ruse, &nd he
promptly disqualified Carpentier for the
foul nction of his manager. This wus
the worst beating that Cuarpentier re-
celved an a middlewsight, and |t was the
bowt that made Kiaus the middlewelght
champion of the worid, -

Carpern!lor,
welght and

Ledoux Claimed Foul,

Charley Ledoux, the bantam cham-
pion of Purops at the time he Jolned
the Fronuh ariny, also had a complaint
to make of & foul bhlow, Ledoux was
knocked out by Kid Willlams in the fif-
teenth round of & bout at Los Angeles
July 18, 1913

The French champion made no com-
piaint st the tima of the bhout, bhut
ot resching hin native heath he assured
e dear countrymen that he hud been
hit low by Monsleur Willlama. Quite
ponsibly they belleved him, for he was
a popular favorite aven after hin defeat
and mocantusted the good opinion In
which he wus held by promplly going to
the front.
h\\'hm the ramplaint of Ledoux waws
brought to the aitsntion of the relferee,
Ilclwlar Eyton, he denounced It as ab-

Mike Gibbans becaune of & vlnim of foul, |

wounded warrior he was ready (o dis- |

PROMINENT
LIGHTWEIGH

BOXERS LURED T0

SOUTH AMERICA

’(;uleh-n Promise Made hy Ar-

goentine Representative
Faded Into Air.

| WILL TRY TO LOCATE

MONEY DEPOSITED IIERE

Ry { ROKS COTNTEN,

The deploratde vonditlon of the vals
lant cludtvr of North American baxers
Wi wivaoded In Baen ANVies, Are
cabiling home for bontfare, will at least
buave an wgentiomnd cifee

ooan be geserted withomt the siights
ent four of contradation thiat wny South
Americnn promoter, no mitier how high
suttnding and pateivian his name, who
ik uny New York promoter. matiager
ar boxer 1o Journey to that iand of
Foligipe Gteld fhod il eneoEe In W
tonmter bexsing carmival” will get »
il lefr haok on the originagl Invitas
ton, ad douttiess n digital jalr for &
Yol tition

It shoudd prove o leason thint hoxers
and mupaEers ever W et ol e
UNES strange featare of the whole faie
|5 et welute wers ke Buckley
MilRotrivk and  dobnston shonlil bhave
Ien el Into the sebetme Hae lambs 1o
ihe Mg hter

Ha et 3 ratlur A wtinguislied Tooke
g peermon, Soulh N i siyle and
iwarit Ll Lol UL oo uf Mars
[ el Twavan Twl 8 neeied thesp wWise
| inunugets of the N thint they would
get Lareels 0fF pold e e servicea of

their boxers i Buvoos Axres, It does
e follew it the maciigeers  should
have wwallowed the sarn wathout the
gustomnary appdiontion of sadn
Iomaking o el 1 Sew Yaork one
| OF Piene exIERE Y U] e e I agers
| would insist on w opuarantye and then bae
nexured of bhe nssasEtatie f  Hoxlug
Cotenisslon In the ovent of ure ol
the guert of the promotor
What's In a Mamel
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