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1+ International Federation of

Catholic Alumnae

Correlates Ideals of Education With Life After Graduation---Catholic Woman-
hood Will Realize Ideals When Home and School Cooperate in Devel-
oping Sense of Duty, Spirit of Reverence and Habit of Obedience

to bring into communication the
warious distinct Catholie alumne
aasociations, for the purpose of uphold-
fng ideals of Catholle womanhood and to
formulate plans for the extension of
Catholle eduecation, Catholia literature
and Catholle soclal work.”
1 find this statement as_ Article IL.
fn the constfution of the Internitional

THE objects of this amsociation are

of
: and the objects
of the federation, as set forth In the
ed.

The significance of thia 'omnilnlon
andl of Its mcope can best be grasped

through & survey of the asitustion out
which the movement developed. It

of
8, in a certain sense, & special phase

of the larger movement which In re-

formerly were scattered, though directed
to the same common aim, has made it-
oelf falt and has become more urgent as
pew felds of activity were opened up.
In addition to specifically religious pur-
posen It was realized that education,
eharity and social work called for or-
sunized endeavor; and this has been
secured by different associations each
of which extends to every Btate of the
Union. In mll of these women have
taken an active part, and it was quite
natural that they should ask whether
that part might not ' be given a more
distinct character; In particular, whether
women who had been graduated from
Catholie Institutions might not be able,
or even In dutly obliged, to cooperate In
special lines for which their education
bad equipped them.

Year by year our Catholle high schools
and colleges send out & considerabls
umber of graduatex Thess young
women have been educated by earnest
teachers In the knowledge of the Catho-
le falth and the practices of thelr re-
Ugion. They have heard what the
church has accomplished for the good
of humanity, the spread of civilization,
the cultivation of the arts, the diffusion
of Enowledge—what leaders ahe has

. ralsed up for the relief of distreas and

for soclal reform ; what zeal and devotion
she has fostered, what organizalions she
has brought together in each age to sup-

¥ Ma new needs, and what the results

ve been. All Lhis has been impressed on
the girl in her student days through
her lessons in history, llterature and
science. Bhe has been taught to look
on the church not only as the spiritual
kingdom established by Christ but also
as & powerful agency t reaches to
every department of human life and has
work to do wherever the real welfare
of man is concerned, g

From her wschooling the Catholle
woman has learned to revere the great
ones of her own psex, the heroines of
boliness who found themselves nearest
to God when they were doing for the
poorest of His creatures. Bhe has

too, that In the past women
have had thelr share In such works as
the founding of colleges, the holding of
university chairn, the w(vancing of
science, the settiing of public afMalrs
and the ruling of great nations—with
the blessing and support of the church.
Bhe has learned, In brief, that there
was & true feminism, with countiess op-
portunities, In the ages of faith that
found beauly In talance and power in
virtue, without much shouting to pro-
claim or exaggeration to enforce the
rights that God had given.

Nor are these prerogatives of her pex
merely historical. They ars exercised,
she knows, by thousande of women, for
the most part unnoticed by the buasy
world, and quite neglected by the world
of nolae and rush. Bhe has lived In
dally contact with them, has taken pat-
tern of their deeds, has found them sym-
pathetic with her plans and aspirations
for tha better thingm 8hs has not
felt—the gratitude T have In mind—that
ber calling was for the religlous state,
but she has Indeed resclved to do her
true womanly share In spheres beyond
the zollege walla, Bhe has caught the
inspiration to unselfish effort and she
knows that this Is the essentia] thing
as well In the home aa in the clolster,
in soclal service no less than In the work
o personal sanctification

In the thought of such & graduate, the
question must at once arise: What 1s
this education to mean for the rest of
my life? It is not aimply the questiom
that occurs to every educated person
a8 to how her talent can most wisely be
bestowed ; but rather this; what speci-
fically Catholic slements have besn ine
ciuded in my training and to what pur-
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pose? Out of that which 1 have re-
celved, what is there that I can give
with best effect and highest profit?

In other words, she has her |deals ; she
sees them clearly enough from the In-
slde, an It were, the nide that reflects
her achool experience: what glves her
pause s the other side, the bearing of
her \deals upon actual life, thelr rela-
tion to the environment which she must
enter and then their likelihood of reali-
Eation in greater or lesser

1t in just here, T veriture to may, that
the federation has & preliminary byt very
important function to perform. 1t has,
through earelul study and deliberate ax-
change of views, to make clesr for all
fta members those “ideals of Catholie
womanhbod.” which it propgses to up-
hold, to emphasise thelr practical value
for life right here and now In this couns
try of ours and In all landa of similar
condition. It Is a process of focussing,
with plenty of light on ore side that
needs to be converged on the other; and
the lenn Is federation. = | .

It is, of courre, & good thing to get
Ppeople to realise that they.have, or by
their antecedents ought to have, an Ideal;
consequently that they are mot to fold
their hands and drift with the other
driftera. But supposing thia It Is & bet-
ter thing to make them understand that
an ideal Is elther the most practical of
the mind's conceptions, or no |deal at all,
The.fashion of thought which confounds
ideals with dreamn is not to be com-
mended any more than is (he error of
those who Imagine that the doing of only
eommaon things |8 proof of common sengee,
Prabably mistaken notlons about the na-
ture and value of ideals Is accountable
for more than ana fallure. Peonle who
start out with the impresslop-that tha
fdeal in too fine & thing attained
in nedinary life urually end by mettling
down to the much betrodden line of least
reriniance,

Tt ls we'l then that this Pederation of
Catholle Alumne has emphasized the
Imnartance of strivine for something that
i» nohle ennugh ta arou=e enthusinsm
and vet mo olnesly hound un with the
actunlitien nf existence that the apnortie
nity tn realize 't je never wanting. The
farct that sn many edurated womep have
united and agreed noon ecertain things
an worthy of attainment (e in (tes)f &
Fuccess and It la alen & mource of en-
ennragement to further endeavor.

There 1s more Alversity than (r come
monly thought among our educational
Institutions and among the types of
wimen which thev nroduce This ta Ape
rot 80 much to differences In courses of
stody or methnda of teaching an fn tha
Influsnce of cartaln characteristic traits
which make one ardap of rellglous teach-
ers  Adifferent from wsnother. Tneon-
melonaly the pup!l takes on hahlts of
thought, attitudes and even ambitionn
that are inculeated mors hy dally elr-
ecumstanca than hy direct Instrusion Ro
alnng with the alma mater devotion there
®oss a eonformation of the spirit which
at #imes might seem tn ba of mors se-
riane Imnart than the seaentinl heine nf
the anirit and of the life which it =upe
porta

None the leas when all the Aifrrencen
have heen duly sstimated one finds that
they are but varlous patterns wrought
unon the pame mibtantial foundation of
Catholle 1ife. The tdentity In far more
significant than the diversity. The same
bellefs lia hack of all, with the mame
ethical standards, religioun practices, at-
tachment tn the Church  And fust here
In the essence of things which differ only
by the outward signa lles the banis on
which the federation Is to build, The
*ideals of Catholic womanhood" are,
first of all, Catholic—a trulsm no doubt
and yet not ton obvious for emphasis.

It Is, however, obvious to say that
emong their Ideals loyalty to the Cath-
olic falth enmes first. This iz the main
purpose of Catholie sducation. It in the
moat valuable asset that “the graduate
recelves, and It Is Implied In everything
else that her schnol or college han to
give. Doubtleas, too, It s uppermonst In
the girl's nwn mind ans she looks forward
to her later career. But it Is not uni-
versally regarded with esteem, By many
It |s connldered a folble, If not & down-
right hindrance to the enterprise of life;
it s not “progressive” Our graduate
soon feels the nend of adjustment not
by ylelding to external pressure, which
would really be weakneas; nor yet by
refusing to have any part In the action
and thought of the day, which would be
fdlenesa: but by discovering the wants
which only her falth can supply and the
errors which It alone ean correct. As
concerning these things the frivolous
have nothing to say: but to thoughtful
men and women of every creed it Iy be-
eoming more and more evident that in
#pite of our progress, or perhaps just
because of that progress, we are come
to the point where the world needs re-
newal by faith. We have tried every-
thing else, run through many philosophles
and adopted all the reforms, only to find
that our problems are bigger than ever.
Have our Catholle women understood,
and with practical effect, that their faith
is not for thair own salvation alone, that
by reason of it they are deblors .to all
the world?

The world,

dividualn, and the life counts for more
than the profession. There s, of courses,
much acclaim for the resolutions and
the measures of reform and the solemn
proml| that e te from powerful
orgunigationa. And this Is as It should
be. But there Is always the danger
that the Individual will come to lean
too much on the organization and forget
to reform just whers reformation, llke
charity, ought to begin.

This federation, on tha eontrary, will
seek to atrengthen each of its members
in loyal adherence to her Cathollie falth,
both for her personal weifare and for
the common good, It will Insist that
each shall live up to the standard—"by
their fruits ye Bhall know them.” And
it wiil emphasize the practical truth that
:::mph is the moat eloquent of preach-

For the Intelligent graduate there 1s
nothing new in this insistence on loyalty ;
sahe has heard of it In all the years of
her schooling. Precisely so; but what
the federation does |s wreant to offset
those Influencea which so often produce
indiference and doubt. -These are not
as a rule of the wviolent sort. They
exert & more gentle pressure, appealing
to the natural desire for recognition,
approbation and prestige, They create
an atmosphere ; and In this atmoaphere
there |s sorely needed & breathing space
for faith. ‘There Is nesded, in other
words, the consclousness of & standard
higher than soclal usage or general
oplnion, and of ta acceptance by a body
of educated persons. The federation
recognizen this need and provides for it
by bringing into eommunication all
those who are united by the bond of. &
eommon falth.

But, it will be asked, on what is this
*communication” to Iny streas? In what
concrets  torm  mhall foyalty to falth
appear? Where and how shall It bring
to realization those ideals of Catholle
womanhood for the malnienance of
which the federntion was organized?

Womanhood finds ita iImmedinte sphere
of action In the home: Catholle woman«
hood has ite aphere of power, of activity
and of Influence in the Catholle home.
There Is no other sphers that han greater
need of o life by faith or richer oppors
tunity. There Ia none that suffers more
when the light of falth gnen out or that
accomplirhes more when that light burns
brightly. And the homs at this very
time nesds protection against encroache
ment from many quartern.

Let It be understood once for all that
the Catholic woman Is to be the centre
of a Catholic home: otherwise It will be
uselens to talk of “ideals” In any other
sphere. 1t surely s not & happy state of
thinga when the child has to go away
from home to get Its ideals of right liv-
ing. and less happy still 1a the condition
when the home life counteracts what
education tries to accomplish,

There (8 rearon to fear that in our
anxiety to make the achool do everything
we are really xiving It too much of what
belongs of right to the home. *In loco
parentis” Ia a serioun remindear for the
teacher, and it cannnt be repeated too
often or too earnastly, If the work of
teaching is to be done with a sense of
responsibility, But the "locus™ In &
variable that depends on what Is as-
aigned to the parent and that approaches
sero as the home Influence decreases
The function of the school in to help and
strengthen the home, not to set it mside;
and even where the home is not what
it ought to be, the alm of the achool
should be to correct and supply what is
wanting, but not to displace the home.

Here, then, we have a problem, or
rather a whele serles of problema which
the federation may vroperly undertake
to molve. Home and school must be
brousht into closer cnoperation for the
uphullding of Catholle life. What ean
education do toward making the ties of
family more secure? How can the home
life be made so pnra and wholesome
that It will eorréct and even prevent

the evils from which goclal and publie”

life are suffering? Theas ara questions
that cannot be answered with merely
abstract or theoretical considerations
To get at thelr mesning, which la the
first requsite, It will be necesmary to
discover the facta of the situation to
ascertaln the defects that actually exist
and, If possible, to remedy them by re-
moving the causes. It may be that
both causes and conditions are Adifferent,
according to the section of the country
which in under consideration; and agaln
it in pomsible that In any mection one
may have to note the difference between
eity and country, between conditions
that have long prevalled and others that
are of recent origin. A careful study
covering thess warous points would
furnish the data that should serva as
guldance In formulating plans and draw-
ing them out In detall,

The importance of correlating school
work with external conditions and needs
bas been quite generally felt, and In cons
sequence much attention 18 now given to
arts that are of service in the home and
tr many other lines of vocational train-
ing. This I all very practical, no doubt,
and yet the fact remaina that many a
home where “domestic science” was per-
fect has fallen into ruin, and that many
*vocations” have besn followed, with all
the mastery of skill, to utter destruction.
There Is more In_the making of home
than the sclence of things domestia. Or

let us say perhape that there la & domes-+

tio art which includes the whels art.of

LY .

living. And then one Is tempted to ask
whether the achool gives adequate train-
Ing in those thines which endure when
all other forma of domestic aclence have
falled. 1Is there not & domestic wisdom
that s mope essential than the knowl-
edge of food and frill and fumiture?
If ®so, then the echool ought to eay:
“Seek yo first such wisdom, und all thess
things shall be added unto you." But
the school must also see to it that the
seeking be not In vain, _

The “art of home making” Is often
referred to In & way that would lead
one to regard It as something to be ac-
quired later on—a sort of post-graduate
attainment, involving much knowledge of
the world, of human nature n general
and of soms Individual In particular,
And 80 we are accuitomed, year Ly year,
to hear of the abysa between school and
“réal" life, over which commencement
orators are supposed to throw the brigge.
The educator, however, knows that the
#chool experience s just a8 much a part

“of “real life s that which later years
.Mford. And it Is for this reason that

We are trying to adjust education to the
demands of business, of industrial and
profeanional activity, of public life and
of social mervice. How far has the same
or anything ke jt heen accomplished (n
developing those qualities of character
which are the basic principles of do-
mertiec wisdom?

8ince the discovery was made that the
play of children has, peychologically, &
more serlous meaning than was for-
merly supposed, there has been a ten-

cy In some quarters to make the
whole business of education a sort of
pastime. To the educative value of play
there has succeeded the rather uncertain
value of playful education, And this
notlon, when It goes hevond a riven
point not yet aa clearly given am It
ought to be, resiits [0 tha ¢limina’lon
of serious thought and effort. The boy
who has played his way through school
Is likely to become a mighty problem for
the presidents and faculties of thore col-
legea which still insist that - ghletics
ought to allow some Intervals fur study,

In the grades al=o, while learning ls
never to be made irksome, it should not
become 50 amusing ns to leave the pupil
without the senwe of duty and of re-
rponsibility. He hears contnnually of
the power and opporiunities which
knowledge providea. Would it hurt him
to get wome Ildea of the obligations
which that same knowledge entails? It
I+ MmOt necessary, we may assume, to
*enrich the curriculum” with & sepa-
rate course on duty; but might not &
more practical training supply what s
needed In this direction? Ita alm would
not be to make the school a joyless
flace, but rather to dewvelop In the
child, mccording to his measure, the
habit of putting duty before all else—
& habit that will prove very, useful in
bis maturer years.

The Catholle ritual for the sacrament
of marriage prescribea that the parties
who are about to be married shall be
“carefully Instructed regarding the right
and Christian manner of living In that
cotate.” The zealoud pastor, moreover,
Is not matiafed with the brief formal
Instruction which Is usually given dur-
irg the ceremony; he profita by every
opportunity In advance to make the en-
gaged couple realizse Lhe serlousnesa of
the obligutions they are going to as-
sume, Now |t Is plain to see that admo«
nitlons of thia sort will have effect in
proportion as the sense of duty has been
developed In the childhood and youth of
the parties. If there has been no such
development tha most Impressive mars
riage service will count for littla; nor is
much to be hoped from the “sudden real-
iging”" of obligation after married 1ifs
hns begun. And yet the bullding of
the home, for weal or woe, depends on
the estimate which the Ilders have
formed of Its sanctity and of the duties
which it implies,

Herbert Spencer In his criticism of
the education which he found In the
sthools of England complaina that while
much attention is given to the breeding
of fine animals little or no attention is
pald to the proper ralsing of children,
Perhnps It la the recognition of thia Ins
cangistency that has led to the introducs
tion In some of our xchools of a teaching
which, so Its advocates amsert, will do
away with the manifold evils that spring
from Ignorance of certain subjects, At
any rate neither Spencer nor the be-
llevers in this particular “hygiene™
would seem to have noted the more ses
rious fnconsistency of an instruction
that emphasizes the physical but neglects
the spiritual aspect and needs. The real
hygiens, and In this cuse the only ef-
foctual one, must be drawn from prin-
ciples of a different sort and source.
There Is still room, even in modern life,
for reverence, and the need of it Is no-
where so conspicuous as In the attitude
toward marriage. But evidently It s
fdla to speak of the "sanctity of the
home" or of the “sacredness of the fam-
ily tie" In the hearing of those for whom
the ldea of holinesn, either subjective or
ebjective, Is vold of all practical content.

it s equally useless to bewail the
weakening of parental authority unless
something be done to revive the senne
of responuibllity and the spirit of rever-
ence In the form of obedience. An old
fashioned thing, of course, this obedl-
ance ;| but so, for that matter, are sun-
Dght and air. As soon_ as we get sub-
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Continued on Page 43.
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