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T of lving has roused the Dbill

payer from his worried slumber
azaln.  Announcement has been made
that the price of milk is to go up a

cont o quart, commencing October 1. |

‘The merry go round discussion of do-
mestie coonumy  problems, already
wiirling for over a decade, starts on
& new turn.

1t i rather discouraging to try to
get at facts, Ask any pride maker for
an explunation of why he has ruised
his prices and he will tell you that he
Laa done It because some other price
maker started ralsing first.  Go to the
other price maker and he will accuse
a third. |

Follow this endiess chaln to the |
rmer, and you think you have the |
calprit nipped.  1le used to ascribe all

s price raising to the bad crops
Prov idence sont; but even the farmer
4 tow on the merry go roumnd. e
il tell you he has boosted prices be-

s Ause—well, for one reason, because he

A% to pay more for his boots. Then
voli siart for the bootmaker—but you
only start. You never go to him, for
suu know he's golng to blame somes
Lody elwe,

Tiut despite the dificulties beselting
the (nyuiry, it is possible to obtaln a
petcentage of focts about the cost of
Lying now ag compared with five and
tn yeirs ago. The merry gu round
oefuddiement has only to do with the |
ciauses for the inerease In the cost of
Lving., 1t ls clearly possible to obtain
from price records of the past the |
changes between then and now, even
though  you give up in despalr the
sk of finding the reason for the
change.

The reader will find here an accpunt
of these changes, They may glive some
ecomfort to the perplexed bl payer.
They will sliow in some instances that
reports of Llg increases have been
vreatly exaggerated,

Comparod with 1906 and 19811, these
thive things wmay be aceepted as!
thambnudl deduactions,

1 -Food, You must pay more or eat

Ciothing. You must pay more or
wear lesse=that Is, a smailer quantity
or u lower grade,

u=nhelter.  Hent,
more o ride more.,

sumined up, it may be said that the
Vil puyer neod puy no omore  for
“uthing eor honve rent than he did in
1o pnd 1900 Bue he cannot doadge
vie fowl coxt, If in the pust he was
Ivitig close as to table, s0 ¢lose as o
deviy everything e ate & necessily
1o keep his body In tune, then in 1816
ke ia upable to buy sufMcient food for

|4 proper nulirishment because of the
nerease of prices, Of course {f Le |
nidtilged In table luxurles in the past
thia deduction does not apply, for he
would naturally drop the luxuries as
costs soared,

Tight wt the threshold of the con-
alderation of New York food prices, or |
in fact the food prices of any city,
the magic word “location" must be |
torne In mind, It is location that
upsets ull statistics about the high cost
of Uiving and forces the making ol‘

You must pay

price tubles wcoording as they are
wholesnle costs.

The retall butcher pays a standard
price for his meat. But there 8 no
standard price with him when he s
the seller, It 18 usclesa to seck a
standard price.

Two hutchers will each take a side
from the same beef, One will sell it
to Riverside Drive folk and he'll sel it |
mountain high, The other will cart it
ver on the lower East or West Blde
Al he'll sell it for what he knowa |s
he most he can get for it in a neigh-
bhorhined of poorly pald people.

fio th The Bronx and you get one
nrice, Go to Brooklyn and you get
Another price. Go on one side of
Manhattan and you pay 10 cents a
wund more than you do on the other

do, Bo whien the high cost of living |

A discussed anywhere the first thing |
b asked 18, “In what loce'lty does
It eost vou ko and S0 poand ™

' one of the Lest known clothing houses

| with the figures [ have glven you for

HIZ nightmare of the high cost | start In telling what the retall price

of anything !5 you will find that the
Il'hnh you are teliing It to has another
| pricve altogether that he has to pay
in his own locality., You don't get
wy where, for there's uo standard.

“1 am Informed that retall butchiers,
' for Instance, have to sctile their bills
| weekly regardiess of thelr receipta. As
they hove to give all Kinds of credit,
It I« reasonabie to suppose that many
of them cateh up with thelr meat bill
coliector by charging an Increased price
to make the profits of the moment safe-
guard them. Ask u dogen men what
they pay for anything in the meat lino |
and you're liable to get a dozen dif-
ferent answers, and not differences of a
mere cent or two elther,”

Having these facta In mind the
reader golng over thoe appended tables
will undersiund that he & viewing
Increases that should represent pro-
portionally ull that his food products
should have increased In price In ten
yenrs, But in actual experiemce he
will know that he has pald two and|
three and four timea more for articies
of fopd than the tables show he should
have pald In resson. Let him look to
the shifts in the whaolesale prices and
he will reallze what a tremendous cnuse
of the high cost of living the retaller is

Ingthe purchase of clothing the blil
puydr has a chance “for his alley™ at
the expense of his pride. He can
make a sult do lemgor and buy his wife
fewer gowns, It s possible for him to
do this, which is the reason why it hos
been pointed out that be ls not in the
sumo visellke grip as {n the case of
food, 1t is uiso possible for him to buy
the same number of sults and gowns
ne formerly but of Inferior muterial,
This is the way that the manager of

of the city stated the situation:
*(lothing Las gone up in accordance |

yvour table. If a man thinks hie must
have the same number of suits made
put of the same quality of material as
he bought five and ten years ago, then
he will be Ludly pinched and can add
clothing to the list of the things that

, the

| purel Is considered a labyrinth of detall
Is encountered and it s practically Im-

Increase,  An efdinary men can be
tubulited as to clothing, Three classes
of sults will come pretty near deserib.
ing the varletles of lils wardrobe., tm
| these yvou can fix a price and a shift

in prive, .

ut who ean divide nto discussable
classes tho varlous Kinds of women's
apparel? 1t has been said that thete
lare not half a dozen women's sults In

New York exactly allke, If they were
| alike at one tivk of the clock they
| were altered nt the next,

Ho It (s miglity hard to indicate how
much of an Incrvase therg has heen in
women's apparel during the deeade.
An approximation to tho tusk Is the
accompanying tuble sliowing the In-
creuse in the prives of the fundas
mentals —cotton, woollen aml wllk
over those quoted in 1910 amd 1011, As
makers of wWoupn's Eowns and
wardrobe aveessorics in general had to
b governed In thelr charges by the
prices of these textlle basies, u falrly
goud idea of low prices have shifted
miy  be obtained from the testile
table.

Then agnin the inereass in the cost
of women's apparcl Is reflected in the
increase in the rates chorged Ly the
women's tnlloring establishments. The
table shows that in ten years such h-
croase has been approximately 100 per
cent, for just fushioning the fubric. o
mutter what the cost of the muaterial
was, right off the recl husband must
pauy twice us much in 1:l4 for
muking of wife's clothes as Le did in
1008,

The housing of the New Yorker 1s
an lmportant factor of lving cost ju-
crease—I1f he permits it to Becolne so,
Here !s the very odd condition of
things connected with the shelter prob-
lem, Real estate men say that (n gen-
ernl the flat or the apartment that
cost o certaln =sum in 1906 costs not A
cent more to-day —If the bullding of
which It s o part 1s st stamding

I a0 man paid $25 for o Noor o any

spction of the eity in 1804, hie still puye
$20—If lie remaine thicre,

e of two

are making him alarmed over the high
cost of living.

“In the case of our own house we
alm to keep our customers by the per-
manent good quality of our garments.
Wo think the present condition is tem-
porary and with that in mind we cut
down our profit in order to give our
customer the very best obtalnable for
the moniey he hns been accustomed to
pay. And in our own case we do and
will keep him.

“Huttons have gone up 16 per cent.
Buckles have gone up 20 per cent

things may have happened In this ten
vears, however. The nelghborhiood

muy have become &0 run down that he |

foels forced to move, Or the houso
may have been torn down to mike way
for another house of much higher rent,
and ngain he hing to move,

But it does not necessariy causge him
to pay more rent.  Hemember—not
necessarily, Hut It causes hiim to re-
Moye 104 more remote part of the clty,

The man who pald 225 for a floor in
w vertidn Wwealdity in 1806 probably res
moved by 1811 to o point ot least a mile

Silk linings have gone up frum 30 to | further towurd the suburbg,  And by
50 per cent, Woollen has gone up | 1916, If he sl coneluded he could
from 25 to 00 per cent, Canvas has | Pay no more i §245, he wias forced

gone up 20 per cent, How s tho |
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“Now take the man who pald the
top notch, or $6,000, In 1911, You can't
kay that the price he pald for the
identical apartment he occuples hus
gone up, That Is not the case, ro the
Liigh coet of living doesn’t Includo the
rent boost.

“If thers mre ecxceptional cases
whern a $0,000 venlal has advanced,

have coat 60 per cont. more In 1911 and
actually 125 per eent. more in 1916, A8
to the amount of these chiechs —as well
an ths walter's tip-—no standard can be
get. In the maderate priced restaurants
It 1a related ns a strange fact that &
good meal costy no more than it did In
1006 and 1011,

»

OF LIVING

AL the rooming houses very nearly
the man who peld it cun boyond ull | the game reporl Is tiiwde. 1o prices of
yuestion get the game accommodations | rooms vary according to the poekel-
and In g trst class neighborhood for | book, Apartiments wre wo complexly
the gams money, Sn, cxeept for the | lald out that it s hard to tell Whether
bother of moving In such case, he | five dollars worth of accommodation at

HOGS

—

would have mo right to inslst that ' vne place 5 a proper standard for ane
ren's in Now York had gone vp and other place. ro the bwst that cun be
wdidled to his Uving cost. mado out of it Is that people can In

“Taople can get any old kind of rent goneral lodee o8 well now for the stame
thoy desire. They can got Just as good money as they did five and ten years

e

places now for thie same maney they
pald ten yours ago, If they will wecept
the clinnged conditions as to loculity
ntid #hIfE to suit their poacketbook,

"Tuke an (llustration of the steadi-
nesa of rents.  Woe huve houscs (n
Seventy-roventh sireet between Park
and Madison avenues, They were
vrected o number of years ago, They
are known as ‘walkupe' They are of
#Ix room# and rent for §40 to £50, Now
thesa ‘swulkups' will be torn  down
Owtober | oand on thelr site will I
erected apnrtments  that will bring
$1.500 to £3.500 per annum.

“You cannot say that the presont
tenants have had thelr rent ralsed and
thelr living cost Increased. They will
Do alsle to et Just as good $40 and $50
mpartments elsewhere. In some cases
it 12 possible that four and five room
tpariments on the West Elde that
roughit £10 In 1911 now bring $30, but
1L s not the rule. The Increase in this
vise may be due to many increaslug
wlvantages."

The inucreased cost of lving strikes
reveral “"mezzanine” points In the way
of rates at restaurants and rooming
houses, At the former it is admitted
that elnborate repasts of 1906 would

ago.
Men's haty In every virlety keep
aliout even with pockethooks as of
vore, the sime quality and hatband
caliing for the eame money, There s
hendgear from $1.00 to 85 In derbles
and soit hats, Women's hats? They
advince the cost of Hving over other
years not & penny—so they Fav,

The materials that g0 to muke up &
milliner's “creation™ Lhave a!l ndvanced
from 20 ta G0 per cont, so that if a
womnn must have certnln trimminga
on Ler bonnet she will rip into the cost
of HUving fustto that 25 or J0 per cent,
by buyine them. Mut thete are all
Kinds of Liuts that are pretty and that
COSt no meere than pretty hats did in
1808 and 1911
to women's pendy made sults, the
munazer of one of the known
Dirowdwny shops stited that a service-
able sorve suit that sold for §24.74 In
1008 was sol] for the =ame flgure In
1511 and conild be haupeht for the gama
fieure tu=doy, There was not so much
profit for the =store. but the suit would
be found of cxactly the same quality.

Wiich sceoms to give the women the
best of it In the high cost of living
lanalysis of prices,

HAS SOLUTION OF CITY'S FOOD PROBLEM

By JOHN J. DILLON,

Commissioner of the New York State
Department of Foods and Markets.

| 1O disteibution and st
P ardlzation tnotlie marketing of
foud papplies tn (hia Stats and
expociuliy | noy ! New Y
where thio n f Conveyine
gltea o U rare rimit
and i | v at't Lottam of
'y ition of thie ( 1 '
iwin o f T vt of
Fhiv plon of Jig nt r el
e bl armer &l or | r
|t I 1100y f
Cirod 0l Tl ! il s tiry sy
| bl purticulars frotu other §i LTI £

this department to lnsure the diirlbu-
tion of frultd abid vegetiuhles and ar-
ticles of food gener
P with sound economic principies. I
view the wide publle diseussion
which has been eaused by the prop
als to aid the milk produacer, T would
call attention to the busic facts,

The low price of money 1a at the
foundation of the situatlon which cons

ally In accordance

ol

fronts the farmer who hias mith for
eile. The enormous trade which we
have had with Euarope hns brogeht
into this country a surplus of gold
e tmore money the cheaper
Henes the advances of poiees nil ulons
| the line

The mlik producer must pay more
for his feed, for his impletnents, for
I--\-r,\lm::;.: conpectad with i
ness and necessarily he mdgt b able
‘ 0 meet thesde conditions or  biveics
rupitey tapex him In the fuoe It |
certalnly within the provineg of thie
Stite to and Him in eviery way, fur the
'r\\-il el of the Commonweialth des
Ppends much upon the production of
| il mt reasabable prices

Tho Nrst concern of Lthe consamer
ta 1o get o plensiful und rernlnm singe
ply of wholesame ik ot the Tiwnst
possible cost, MUK s vin MY 0 niovess

sity o the city fanily The farmer s

Commissioner Dillon Offers Object Lesson in His Scheme
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