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THE QUESTION OF TO-DA-

'To the Upitoii ok Tub Sun Sir:
Shall tho unions or the people rule?

This Is a vlt.il ssuo not merely In
New York city but In the nation, For
'ho first tlniu In our history It Is now,
put squarely before the voter, of tho
country.

,U In not a question of. being Tor
o;cAgalnst tho Institution of organized

t IA 1..., I. . - ."wi, uui it la purely a question CH

who shall rillo this Krent republic.
Hero In New York wo have the nb-tu-

situation of a handful of citizens
representing tho proposed wish of J

perhapx leas than one-ha- lf of 1 ier
MBt. of the population undertaking u I

"Sympathetic" itrike to bring (o n
standstill the activities In the dally life
of; tho other 90.9 per cent. about
5,000,000 people And these people are
to suffer because a traction company t
stands by Its 10,000 or 12,000 rm-- .
ployccs who ore with their
employment and who rcfuso to break
their contracts and to abandon their
own union to Join, tho organizatlo.il
ordering tho strike.

To win this point. If the strike lead- -
era havfc their way, the vast popula-
tion of tho city Is deprived of Its rlRht
to work, to have Unlit, heat and food,
and to enjoy the guaranteed privilege
of citizenship. Tho stilTerlnK and loss
cf. life nmong the poor and ulck and

mon? tho victims of riots and vio-
lence which these leaders encouraso
IS of no concern to them. No law can
reach the authors of uch a calamity.
in. our weakneds wo have actually
made fonie laws to exempt them
from punishment.

This vital Issuo Is national. Shall
union leaders control and dominate .

our Jtcvcrnment and direct lawful an-- 1

thorlty? Htishe.1 says "No": Wilson. I

by his acts, Fays "Vrs." The voter
now has a chance to decldo who Is
right.

There aio many Important Issues,
hut the nvcrase man would like to
havo theso MUcstlons lightly and per-- i
mancntly answered:

Shall the power of the President I

and ConRicFs lie used to help ctri Iters
to win their contests with their em-
ployers, as has recently been done? j

Shall our 36.000,000 workers (not
Including the professions) continue to
submit without protest to the Injus-
tice so often committed In the namo
or American labor by tho 7.7 per cent,
of their number who ore unionized?

Shall this vast number of workers
remain muto and Indifferent In the
faco of tho unprecedented indignity
and humiliation which 1.1 per cent, of
ineir number (the railway brother- -
Inpds) have forced upon tho ITosl-de- nt

and Congress?
Shall tho leaders of tho 2.S00.00O

union workers In our country be per-
mitted to continue to 'fasten In tho '

minds of public men and lawmakers
the absurd ilctlcn that they can con-
trol tho votes of the 14,355,000 Ameri-
can citizens, the "tolling
masses, - wno are en gaged in our

v mlnlngr, manufacturing, mechanical
and transportation Industries?

'Shall the 17,000,000 men of voting
a In tho United States he controlled I

and their legislation dictated by the'
labor leaders representing but 2,000,- - ,

000, or 7 rcr cent, of their number?
It not time that tho ninety-eig- ht

submerged millions should be heard on
the question of their own punishment
In. labor disputes?

Is It not time for every American '

lo shake off tho absurd fear of being
claseed as an enemy of labor because
he opposes tho unjust acts and tho
violence committed In tho namo of
labor?

lias not Mr. Wlleon already an-
swered the question, "Shall the unions
or the people rule?" I

. ,Waa It not tho fear of tho
"labor vote" that frightened Democ-
racy into exempting in the Income tax
a' large part of our people from pay-In- s;

their sharo of tho cost of govern-
ment and Increasing the share of tho
rest of our people to make good the
deficit? la this "equality beforp the
law"? Is It not creating such a priv-
ileged class by statute?

With the "labor vote" terror unon
him he and bis party have made other
similar surrenders to political expo-- 1

dlency.
Tf a bueincss organization continues

an act In tho restraint of
trade It must pay tho penalty of tho.
law, but labor unions under tho Wll-so- n

surrender may commit th same .

offence und escapo tho penalty, llo
has also exempted them far as ho
could from punlchmunt for violating
court injunctions. This was u special
concession to strikers.

How many of tho submerged 93,000,-00- 0
citizens bellovo In this class legis-

lation?
' And now Mr. Wilson has established

the precedent that tho power of Presl-de- nt

and Congress may bo used to
compel employers to accede to tho

of n mcro fraction of the domi-
nant 2 per cent.

Tho Justice of the strikers' demands
.Is one thing; tho surrender of tho
power of the Government to strike
leaders Is another thing, and vital.- What would Mr. Wilson have done
If' a foreign force had appeared and
threatened to paralyze our commerce
and starve our pcoplo If they did not
pay a cash tribute of JGO.000,000 uu- -
nually? Would hu have sounded the
usual surrender mid retreat? Would
no havo exclaimed: "America has mill-Io-

for tribute, but not a cent for
of tier dignity and honor"?

vtouid ho havo rushed to Congress
and Joined his uartv leaders In n

frantic and hysterical effort to pais
a law compolllnK tho payment of th
"tribute" with the proviso that the
Justice of the demand could be deter- -
mined later and tho money returned
If It were decided that "the enemy'
ought not to havo It?

Ho would have done nothing of the
sort, tie would have used the army
and navy, the entire power of the
nation to resent the Insult and punish
the offender, an ho did when Hucrta's
soldiers arrested a few sailors for a
few hours nt Tamplco.

Our recent "enemy" which de-
manded trlbttto or the severe punish-
ment of our peoplo was a domestic
ono and supposed to control several
hundred thousand votes. Therefore
the case was different.

The President undoubtedly regretted
the nltuatlon; ho did not want to see
tho people suffer; he did not want to
offend tho unions, hut he naturally
cast a longing eye upon tho
"labor vote." Again tho Democratic
bugle sounded "Hurrojiidor!"

Slowly but firmly tho four railway
brotherhood chieftains pressed upon
tho Presidential brow tho crown of
thorns and delivered Into his trem-
bling hands tho cross of gold. Sixty
millions In tribute is not a small cross
to lear.

For his friend "tho enemy" ho
abandoned the principle of arbitration
to which he and his party wcro Irrev-
ocably committed and for which the
railway ofllcers asked. Apparently It
took but little pressure on tho crown
of thorns to bring tho announcement
that arbitration did not apply In this
case.

There was no demand that the work
should bo reduced o eight hours a
day, but that ten h. .s pay should be
Klveti for eight hours work; In short,
u slmplu demand for mi extraordinary
Inrreiiso In wnges. Evidently more
pressure on tho crown of thorns, for
tho President unnounced to tho public
that tho principle of tho eight hour
working, day was at stake nnd must bo
sustninod. In making this erroneous
statement Mr. Wilson tost the moral
nnd political support of a vast number
of friends and far moro votes than
ho had gulned.

Tho entire spectacle was made his-
torical nnd complcto by the obsequious
nttltudi) of tho Administration toward
Its new masters, who had conde-
scended to hear the President and per-
mit him to take their demands to
Congress.

Rejwirdlcys of .any arrogance or dis-
courtesy In their attitude, tho Presi-
dent treated them with the most dis-
tinguished consideration. Congress
hurriedly provided them with head-
quarters In tho committee room
nt the national Capitol, whence they
could more conveniently wield the
bludgeon over the people's representa-
tives. From the corridors of this sumc
temple of liberty respectable citizens,
branded as lobbyists for opposing home
of tho Ircsldcnt's measures, had been
driven with a great blare of trumpets
two or three years before. The regu-
lar bustr.en of Congress was sus-
pended. Tho Administration leaders
v lod with each other in giving homage
and service to their distinguished
guests with tho alleged 400,000 votes
In hand.

Question: Would similar honors
have loen conferred upon the repre-
sentatives of the thirty-od- d million
bank depositors, policyholders and
other Investors who own tho railways
and their securities? Were the wishes
of this iist multitude of owners con
sulted? Not at ull. They were not
organized to net nt the polls.

"A lining climax to u perfect day,"
was the verdict of tho lVcsldent, as re-

ported by the press, when the news
came that the bill had passed, ltut tho
crowning act of theso unprecedented
and extraordinary proceedings came
when Mr. Wilson celebrated the vic-
tory of his friends "the enemy" by
honoring them with the four ens
with which ho had signed the con-

tract for the payment of the "tribute"
by tho people.

However some good people may de-

plore It and try to cvado it, the issvb
is OS.

Tho press has printed copies of In-

structions issued by tho members of
the brotherhoods to "deliver tho
goods." The "thirty pieces of silver"
arc to Ih paid if possible.

Labor has repeatedly refurcd to vote
In u body for any cnndldatc. Experi-
ence shows that American working-me- n

vote us Individuals and free citi-
zens, with few exceptions.

No party leader can "deliver" the
union vote or the labor vote In Amer-
ica.

Governor Hughes is therefore not
swayed by the "union vote terror." He
Is not afraid to take tho side of the
submerged tiS, 000,000 In the matter of
the uto of unjust and unlawful force.
He says: "I am solicitous tor the Im-

provement of conditions of work, but
T shall stand unalterably against yield-
ing anything to force. The President's
surrender In tho case of the mis-
named eight hour bill was an unpar-
donable thing a shameful thing. It
Is against tho spirit of democracy and
absolutely opposed to the best Interests
of labor itself."

This does not spell moral cowardice.
These nro not the words of a spineless,
truckling, vacillating leader. They arc
tho sentiments of a leader who knows
how to answer tho question: "Shall
tho unions or the people rulo?"

John Hancock, Jr.
New Yonic, September 24.

Shadow Lawn Casuistry.
Mr. Wilson'h speech nt Shadow

Lawn In Uefeuco of the eight hour
legislation was special pleading at Its
worst. The issue of tho surrender of
tho Executive nnd Congress to tho
Four Brotherhoods wa evaded. Id
fact, Mr. WiLf.0N Interpreted It as a
service to tho people. What they
consider a sliuroe, nn Ixnomluy anil n
backward step In represcntntlvu gov-

ernment lie lauds us u virtue; lie
mid those who cowered uiider the up-

lifted bludRCon of the lubor organiza-
tions arc benefactors and forward
looking men.

The legislation proposed "was rea-
sonable and was based upon right."
That Is tho regulation plea of not
guilty.

It will be observed Unit Mr. Wil
son snys Unit lie thought It wiih his
duty lo try my hand nt tho difficult
loNkof accommodation." But It was In
no spirit of accommodation thnt ho
entered upon tills duty. "Tho first
thing I told both sides beforo I re-
quested their opinion wns thnt I stood
for the eight hour day," ho says.
Whnt business hnd tho mediator to
take sides at once ugnlnst one of the
pnrtles to tho controversy?

Mr. Wilson did not regnrd "tho
question of tho principle of the eight

hour day as arbitrable." No one
wnntw, t0 arbitrate' the principle,
Bu the f c,ht hr
nnd Py na hnlf 'or overtime was
arbitrable. "You are asking," Mr,

Wilrox soys ho told tho railroad
managers, "for arbitration of a con-

jecture." In no part of his speech
did the President state tho point of
view of the railroad managers hon-
estly nnd fairly.

Fallacious, n n man of his tntet-lectit- nl

keenness must havo known,
was his pronouncement that In rela-
tion to the railroads the eight hour
day hnd tho approval of society.
That was a wanton confusion of senti-
ment with practical management and
the limitations under which work Is
done nn the rnltronds. And whnt Mr.
Wtuio hnd to say about arbitration
was disingenuous, If not wilfully sub-
tle. Arbitration Is not essentially a
word "associated with the dealings
of hostile Interests." Mr. Wilson
trod on dangerous ground when ho
wild that organized soctety must
never permit nny organization to Im
stronger tlinn Itself. All his dialecti-
cal skill cannot obscure the applica-
tion In this case.

Whnt npnenrs clearer tlinn anything
else In President Wilson's address nt
Shndow I.nwn Is that he designs to
use the "Eight Hour T,nw" ns n
IVmocrntlc campaign slogan. Mr.
Ht'oiir.s can lie depended upon, how-
ever, to expose the Imposture.

Hughes the fighter.
Wllh a "regular" smile nnd u

"regular" hnndshake, and with strong
arguments nnd a fine fighting front,
Ciiables Evans Huohi.s has stirred
Indiana through nnd through. Indl-unio-

are not now In doubt nbout
"he kept us out of war" and "whnt
would HtoiiEs have done," their
minds nre not clouded on the "eight
hour" fccamp legislation, they see
Mexico with clear eyes and ure not
afflicted with post-bellu- economic
obfuscatlon.

Compare the Hughes campaign, ns
It takes shape and gnthers mo-

mentum, with the criti-
cisms nnd some feeble endeavors to
Justify them by the event. The

candldnte was "cold"; ho
would shoot over the people's heads;
he had n case, but could not popu-
larize It, nnd he had parliamentary
skill but no argument; his wus the
temper of the Judge, not the advocate,
nnd he was n partisan pleader nnd
not n patriotic lender. Paradox ruled
the prophets.

Mr. IK'ohkn took tho Held. His
campaign has been cumulative, gain-
ing weight und speed as It advanced.
One by one the Issues have been made
definite, stroke by skilful stroke the
picture of Democratic futility has
grown on tho canvas. And now the
:iipeal to reason echoes In the cheers
of multitudes of voters foretasting
the glories of "America First nnd
America Efficient."

Will Villa Be a Factor Id Meitro
Again?

If General Bell's report Is vera-
cious Fiancisco Villa has set up In
business again. Ho Is much too
shrewd to otierate fnr from Chihua-
hua when he has the opportunity to
Isolate nnd capture that city by cut-
ting Caboanza'h communications. It
must be considered thnt the real hero
of Chlhuahuan.s Is not the First Chief,
or Obreoon, or Tbkvino, but Panciio
Villa, originally n bandit, but it mili-
tary genius when ho bns nu army
equipped wllh lunguzluo rifles mid
Held pieces. For several months when
he was both commander of the revo-
lutionary urmy lu northern Mexico
nnd Improvlser of local governments
Villa made bl headquarters In Chi-

huahua and displayed n good deal of
ttilcnt ns Its administrator. If his
rule was somewhat crude It was reso-lut- e

nnd adroit, and he wan a popular
character. It was Villa who Installed
Vunustiano Caiwanza nt Chihuahua,
Inviting lilm to quit Hcrmoslllo In
remote Sonor.i. In those days of re-

construction Villa collected and spent
a good deal of money In Chlbunhim.
Legend trnuugurcd htiu. lie became
a (topular Idol.

Unless General Tnerixo Is reen-force- d

or superseded nny day uiny sec
Iho enterprising bnndlt-genevn- l In pos-

session of Chihuahua. Villa counts
upon the Inactivity of General Pi:b-suin-

fclnco tho withdrawal of tho
American troops Is the mnln question
lieforo the conference at New London.
Villa doubtless believe that If Cab-iianz- a

accepted the aid of the Ameri-
cans In n new cnmptilgn "to get
Villa" the Cnrronzlstns would de-

sert In troops. That would probnbly
be the case. Apparently the Com-

mission ut New Lomlou must await
developments In Chlbuuhua.

Food ob Ferryboats.
It Is comforting to learn that San

Frouclsco nnd Its neighbors In Ala-med- u

county nre In such n comfort-abl- o

stale of Hnnnco that they can
t.JTord to build n $,000,000 connect-
ing bridge across live miles of San
Francisco Bay, their common harbor.
Yet those who are familiar with the
soelnl aspect developed in generations
of Oakluud, Alameda and Berkeley
commuters on their mighty fcrryhnuts,
double the size of those New Yorkers
nro l'nmllliir with, will question If
something of loss will not be charged
ngulnst the gain when rapid electric
bridge curs mako the twenty or twen- -

e mlnuto ferry rldo u thing of
the lamented past

How thoso lower deck restaurants,
not to mention tho snug little bnrs,
will bo missed ! None of your ready
to serve food there! Chops, steaks,
linm nnd eggs cooked to order In sight
und while you wait ; coffee, rolls hot
or cold served with admirable speed
by smiling old negro cooks who know
their patrons by name, who need not

to nsk If they want their eggs turned,
their coffee mellowed by hot milk or
crenm.

And how those commuters on the
upper decks on clear days, In tho
roomy cabins In the rainy seasons,
talked politics, Rhnkespenrc, the musi-
cal glasses whnt not I Mnny an
election settled there. Thoso com-
muters were tho despair of San Frnn-clsc- b

and Alameda county political
bosses.

"Those ferry polltlclnns," the bosses
used to say, "knock tho devil out of
our calculations." True, mnny n time.
And sometimes put Iho devil In.

And they were great fellows for
art. Literature, too, naturally, for
there was Iho Berkeley Influence.
Little thnt Is comprehended In rutin's
mentnl vision but was well bnekeil,
or got husky body blows on those
long traus-bn- y ferry rides.

It will be a hnndsomo bridge, no
doubt, with decks for overland trnlns,
for slow moving trucks, sjieedy auto-
mobiles. But the lazy hnlf hours on
the beautiful bay of Illimitable blue!
Why, those commuter: will become
Just ordinary folk, no better than
Atlantic conbt people.

"Let the People Go Hungry."
Mr. Boiim, rotund nnd smiling,

threw hnck his bond. "Let the people
go hungry," ho Mild, his eyes twink-
ling ut the reimrter who hnd nsked
If the distribution of food was to be
baited by otic upraised mighty hand
of union labor leadership' cone mad
while tho other clutched nt Father
KMCKEnnncKcn'H throat "let the peo-

ple go hungry, It will do their diges-

tion pod."
Mr. Boitur enjoys n rare sense of

humor. Cither folks miiy not enjoy
the turn It has taken. Citizens of less
rotundity may regard him with eyes
that do not twinkle but glitter.

If anything was needed to mnkn
the New York holdup unquestionably
superior to Its Washington model, It
Is supplied by the npieiiratice of this
ultimate refinement of the gentle nrt
of banditry. If wo must bo held up
let It be by highwaymen who enn
smile behind the gun nnd mitigate the
oppressive seriousness of the situation
with quip and Jest.

But Is Mr. Boiim quite certain that
tho rank nnd file of the army In

which he holds a post of more or less
high command can sinllu on tin empty
stomach? That the mlsleodcrs nf
lalKir expect to Improve their own
digestion by going hungry their fol-

lowers need not suposc.

As Mr. Philip Uuds reports it from
tho British lines the truth must bo In 'it.
A captured German doctor busy under
shell Are with llritlf It wounded Is
sjieaklng:

"I am not a Hunting man. I did not
help to make this war. My work Is fnr
humanity, nnd your wounded are tlto
same to me as our poor ruftrrliiK men
needing my help, which I .tm glad to
give."

Has anything tlner been uttered In
the war? Has anything tlner been
done In the war on either side?

Tho enemy Is irtlll standing. Major
Mor.AHT.

The Major, tJcrmany's leading ex-

positor of field ('! rations, is shaki-
ng of the battle of tho Somme. Wh.it
he means Is that the French and Uilt-- f

mIi on tho western front stubbornly
refuse to confess defeat. How many
prisoners and guns will they havo to
take before the Major sees nnythlng
in their offensive to disturb bis habitual
composure?

Certainly something must be done If
Greece does not wish to die. Vcnizglov.

Grecc will not die. and the doctor
la her first statesman.

The British "tank" (converted Peoria
farm motor) must be a huge success If
tho German Government intends, as
Geneva reports, to complain to the
International Bed Cross that the use
of tho machines Is contrary to the
recognized methods of civilized war-
fare. How or why It would be dltli-cu- lt

lo understand. But such a protest
would bo grotesque so long as Ger-
many U slaying Innocents in Knland
from tho bomb deck of her Zeppelins.

"Tho President's Chvn" (It would be
tho People's Own really), a special
squadron of cavalry to escort the
President on state occasions, which
General William K. Hakvkv of the
District of Columbia proposes, would
have seemed undemocratic In tho days
of JerrEKso.v, but lu theso crowded
und more dangerous times there is no
reason why tho President should nut
be guarded by mounted men when
his public appearances attract multi-
tude's of observers. Moreover, an es-

cort of such a character is In keeping
with tho dignity of the Presidential
office.

Speaking of tho negotiations with
tho railroads and the brotherhoods that
culminated In the eight hour law, Mr.
Wilson says: "f have recently been
through an experience which dis-

tressed me." He can expect no sym-
pathy from the American people. His
distress was not skin deep, for hu
carried It off gayly and with obvious
satisfaction, not to say exultation;
while their dlstrets made every ncrvo
quiver and was such nu experience
us they do not want to go through
again.

Labor Is not a commodity, President
Wilson,

What Mr, Wilson means Is, as tho
tho context shows, that tho laborer Is
not a commodity, with which every
ono will agree. Mr. Wilson's Insinu-
ation that there Is lit t lo or not enough
of the human relation between railroad
companies and their employees will bo
resented by everybody who Is familiar
with tho nnturo und conditions of tho
service rendered and tho rate of com-
pensation fixed for It on ascending
rate, by tho way.

It Does.
From ite Baltimore Stilt.

Does an echo coma back?
The autwer la yet In the caaa of William

A. Kcho. I'or William "cams tutck" In
th itouthntittrn I'ollco Court this morn
Ins to aniwer a chnrga of falling lo aup-po- rt

till wife, Ahliu.

A DameaUo Sympathy Htrifce.

Kolcker Has your wife con an strike?
Docker Tea; ah (truck aa a coolc out of

sympathy with btriatf as a drtaimaktr.

THE SLEUTHS GO TO SEA.

Erie the Blondehoand Overcomes a
fitraager Oat Goes a Port Light.

To Ttta Editor or Tita Sun Sir; I
havo to report to the stranger who
kindly tried to aid mo by point I nt? out
to me In the Grand Central Station the
other morning a sweet faced little
blonde, that she Is not my lost sister-in-la-

Moreover, the fact that sho
wore a blue bonnet and kept close to
the "rtedemptlon" window Is no evi-
dence, as he seemed to think, that sho
belonged to the Salvation Army.

In our search. Bill, Brio and I have
been at sea down the bay. The voyage
lasted only about six hours, but It was
cnoush. leather, It was too much. Bill
got Into a fight, Eric was seasick, and 1

was Insulted, though gently, by the
captain. Bill's troublo started when he
Insisted on drinking with a stranger.
Although there are uaunlly plenty of
them around, 1 nuke It a rule never to.
To avoid doing so, I will often take two
or more drinks at a bar at a time by
myself rather than Invite a stranger to
drink with me. This is not Mlflshness
on my part, 'hut caution. Hill's experi-
ence proves t am right. Although Im Is
never drun.t, as I nave saltl ijerore, lie
got Into a condition of alcoholic ab-
straction, nnd In thli state ho pleked
up a conversation with a ehnp bo hail
never seen before. After several
t Hands, when Bill was treating, tho
stranger raised his glass and said: "To
the Sunfhlne of Your Smile." Hill, pick-In- ?

up the uord of that song, began to
howl, "(live inn the right" Thnt wai-
ns far as he got. Tho H runner did, and
on the Jaw too.. At that point lhio
canie to the rescue. He tripped tho fel-

low up, and will In the man was on nil
fours, seized th edge of his coat In the
middle of the bneic and pulled It over
his head. Then by backing away Uric
wtlghs some forty-fiv- e pounds he
forced the man to follow him on his
hands and knees until the got the stran-
ger wedged between a stanchion and the
bar. Them ho held him. BUI wanted
In kick his ufsatUnt then and there, but
his position on his hands and knees, with
his coat tallied over his head, was so
pitiably dofencelers that 1 Interfered.

When the stran-rc- r was got on his
feet and It was explnlned to him that
Bill was merely sinking nnd not howlln?
at his toast, peace was restored and we
went to Iho upper deck. It naa dusk.
Tlio.llnhtfi along chore Wan to twinkle
nnd tho-- e on the shipping, one by one,
to start out. Hill and I sat on the port
side near the rail. It wns then thn
captain approached us. "I beg your
pardon." ho said, addressing me. "But
would jou mind sitting In the cabin?
Our port light is already lit now, and
you know If wo have two red lights
on tho port fide It may cauae a con-fusi-

of dsnals and perhaps a collision.
If you sit on the starboard elde It will
be nil tho fliorre."

"Why. what are you gettlnr nt"" I
asked. "Your nose," replied tho cap-
tain. "It Is such a brilliant red. Please
alt liiFldc till we dock." He had been
so iKDllte all through. I didn't think ti
seafaring man would bo. Of course, my
feelings were hurt, but I went Indoors,
as Bill put It. 1 never tan. I burn. It
was the sun that did It. T. P.

Nuw Yohk, September 2.1.

THE LOST SISTER-IN-LA-

Ought the Police to Be Notified, and
Who In Thunder Is Erlrl

To tub KoiTon or Tun Sl--n f lr: You
print y a letter of "T. I'.," and I
have seen other letters about BUI, Krlc
and a lost blonde sister-in-la- Kindly
Mate whether these letters uie serious
or not. Sometimes they seem to be In-

tentional and sometimes they seem
actual. Kindly explain what steps bale
luen taken toward notifying the police.
If the poor writer's sister-in-la- is
really lost something ought to bo done
about it.

It Is your duty to take the matter up
seilously. Perhaps "T. P." does not
want to find his sister-in-la- If you
know this, why do u go on printing
letters about her?

I was much Interested In a letter
about a pair of handcuffs und a traftlc
signal. If "T. P." really Injured the
policeman when he and BUI pushed him
off the automobile they ought to be
punished.

Please explain about Krlc. Is ho a
detective cr Is he a dog? lie has so
much intclllgenc! Charles Jcstus.

New Yohk, September 2Z.

A Coll for (be Service of Krlc.
To Tiir, KniTOii or Tiik Sl'.v Sir: llo

you know if the master of the dog(Krlo
will hire him out for twenty-fou- r hours,
so he can And for me that gentleman,

i husband of Mrs, Author, and ask him
i why he called "liaso" the mnn who
changed his 300 check? For Dago Is the
definition of u man who kills for money
or Inclination, not a nickname for a
man tha: works hard selling coal and
trust for Jt.23 of Ice. Dovinu.

ciRAVESKNb Town, September 23,

Brotherhood of the Burning Bush.
To tub Kditoii or The Sun sir: I

have often wondered about Moses nnd
tho burning bush, and worked to learn
why tho bush was not consumed.

The other day I read In The Sun
how. In Decatur county, Iowa, two men
were sawing down a bee tree when they
smelted uas and struck matches to
place them against the sawed part. A
llamn burst forth nnd blazed up the tree.
High Itames shot about thu men, und they
wero frightened and ran. lu great fear
they did not turn aside to sec Juat why

I the bush was not burned.
i Would not a little research prove this
tree a brother of the ancient burning
bush." rj,

York, Pa September 15.

The Bight Vocation.
I'rout the Emporia (laxcltt.

I.anrenre Wind Iijj a Job with the Sanu
Yc at cull I")),

home ("linger, I'lrair.
There L, too much decorum

In tho campaign of
Too much hot air from tha forum

And too much chlo muelc play,

Wei long for the old bellow
Of the Wlliigo band sertfnt

When tho torches fonked a fellow
To bis tkla with kcroiont.

Not a banner up to greet us
At tha Corner", halu't It iad?

Not a pictured faco to meut ua
In tha wlndowe make me mad I

Not an ox Is booked for roattlng; i
Say, It makea ine feul ao bluo

When I mention aomowhat boaatlnt
Of th old time barbocue.

How I'd Ilka lo tramp cahootlng
With tho ftllona at their LtJt,

And Cy Perkins proudly loollm;
8oul(ul uiiulc from Uli cbeatl

How I'd Ilka to tot a dripping
Good old faiulonid torch again!

Nothing doing fun went allpplng
Out of fiahton, glvea ma pain!

Hones 8STM0CI Kuui,

, THE POUOHKEEPSIE BATTUE

BepreseatatlTe Piatt Heports the Boat
of the Crackles,

To tiie Editor or Tub Sun Sir: I
wns much Interested In tho defence of
the starling In The Sun of Saturday
hy Mr. Archibald C. Weeks of the
Brooklyn Entomological Society; also
much amused by tho seriousness with
which Mr. Weeks has accepted the re-

ports of the "outrageous destruction of
starlings at Poughkeepsle under the di-

rection of Mayor Daniel W. Wilbur at
tho request of some wealthy sluggards
who, on account of nocturnal rebels,
bad their morning slumbers disturbed
by the cheerful whistlings of the birds."

, Mayor Wilbur must be exonerated of
nny destruction of the starling family,
though It must bo admitted that his
Intentions were apparently destructive
of something.

No stnrllngx were destrojed, for tho
very good reason that no starlings
showed up when the huntsmen nrrlved,
nnd thnt lh !,!r,t4 u',rA lint htrirlhit-- 4

but purplo gracklcs or blackbirds; ulso
for the reason that the praekle had
begun to gather far alb Id for their
fall migration nnd had deserted their
accustomed resorts.

The truth 'of this somewhat historic
nnd diverting Incident was thnt com-
plaints nbout the blackbirds had been
coming lo thu Mayor's ears for a month,
and the game warden had attempted to
move tho birds to somo other roost, re-

mote from city street", by lliing an oc-

casional shot Into the nets. Residents
hnd aroused the birds now and then by
llrlng Ionian candles ntnong them.

These demonstrations had caused a
few of tho birds to move from ono trco
to another, nnd perhaps from one street
to another, but bhd entirely failed to
arouse a deslto to seek a rousting place
somewhere in I he woods or fields. They
enmo every evening fro.n a wldo Heetlon
of Dutchess county, where they had Wen
spending t!i day robbing the farmers
of their corn. It was Interesting to see
them wheeling about overhead Jut after
sunpet, before they settled on the troe
nlong the streets : nnd In the early
morning, when the first bluli of ad-
vancing daylight brought the birds to
wakefulness nnd a renewal of the seni'e
of hunger, they would rise up out of
thoso trees, as by preconcerted conspir-
acy In restraint of slumber, with a roar
like the. roar of a mighty cataract.

Finally Mayor Wilbur decided that
something must be done, something
really drastic, even destructive. He ad-
vertised for ten trusty huntsmen, and
got them. On tho appointed evening he
mobilized his forces, nnd as the last
level rays of the setting sun wein glid
ing tho housetops of the city they stole I

fclealtbtly through the streets, headed by
the Mayor In his automobile, to the
sccno of action. The huntsmen were
deployed ns a line of skirmishers nt the
word of command, and fearlessly took
their positions under the favorite roost-
ing trees, where the week before the
nocturnal congress had assembled. Four
small boys, two girls and a few curious
residents constituted tho Interested audi-
ence of thousands. They waited In si-

lence. A downy woodpecker drummed a
lively rat-a-t- on a neighboring dead
limb ana every man Jumped to atten-
tion. A flicker Hew overhead with a
loud a returning war-
bler In one of the lower branches raid
"zee-zee,- " and a crow well out of range
aid "haw, haw." Twilight deepened

Into dus't. Dusk advanced toward dark-
ness, and two feathered creatures were
seen to settle In the trees. Hang, bang,
and down they came both robins.

Darkness was deepened above by the
flaring of the electric street lights, and
the order to break ranks was given,
etich Is the rtory of tho Battle of Car-fiel- d

Place. Kpmi'np Putt.
PouuilKEETsn:. September II.

ABOARD A DREADNOUGHT.

An Admiring Visitor Is Astounded b)
a Sltrn on a Door.

To tiik Uiutor or Tun Sf.v fir: It
was recently my privilege to spend sonio
time at sea upon our later: and largest
superdreadnousht. One day an alarm
was spread through tho ship culling all
hands to their stations for battle prac-
tice. 1 watched the huge triple gunned
turrets s.vlns outboaid, the.r i;un"
trained on n destroyer on our beam:
heard the rarges continuously bawled
out: "Ulcht four double o, scale the
seven: eight two live O, scale fivo four,"
and eo on; and saw tho men worMug
with watcldtke precision loading and
simulating llrlng the torpedy defence
guns, setting an example all well drilled i

tootball teams should emulate.
Trul, UioukIiI I, tbU ship U Invlucib:;.

I then noticed for thu llrst time sm.i.li
red crosses, with a black arrow ;.
neato, painted in various and frequent
placer. Atkins u friendly olllcer what
they represented I was told that they
Indicated the location of tho inatcst
battle dressing stjitlona located In many
places throughout the ship. Frank ad-
mission on tho part of the dcslsners,
constructors and workers of the whip
of her vulnerability.

Pondering this paradox, I turned to-

ward a door, and raising my eyes to the
lintel 1 beheld, In huge type, "Ladles,"
Wus I after all on an excursion steamer
or merely In a dream? The shouts and
commands and clanging of the shells In
tho breech were realistic enough. Surely
I had seen no ladles on board, or else
had been deceived by their wearing the
resulation uniform. In my perplexity I
turned again to the olllcer.

"Oh, that," he replied, "is merely an-
other step of a benevolent Secretary lu
democratizing tho navy."

Woodey Seaman.
Boston, September 25.

Oterworkcd Dujoball Players.
To tub Kpitoii or The Sun Sir; in

thcro dar of disturbed lubor conditions
It Is lingular that the mobl tcnipua- -
mental laborers of all, tho professional

I ball plaers, simply dutc on overwork.
The union rules of tho Baseball l'l.iycro'
Fraternity swin tu hac been undo to

j be broken, Wo hac oul to refer to tho
frequency with which tho major league
pitchers strive to win two games lu one
nfternoon, something unprecedented lu
tho mujor Icagueu except during tho
time of Joe McGlnnlty, the "Iron Man."
In tho short tlmo of live or six weeku
huvo been recorded tho deeds of Daven-
port, Tyler, lludolph, Benton, Pcrrllt und
Demurec, who mounted tho pitching hill
to make It two wins In ono ufteinoou.
Of course all of the abovo notables won
their llrst games, otherwise they wouldn't
have becu permitted to come hack In tho
second.

What Is the Incentlvo that actuates
thcao hurcrs to do more than their lot?
Is It becaubo (hey love to bowl lliclr op-
ponents over twlco In ono afternoon, or
U It becuuse they lovo their rnuiiuccrs
so well they wish to show their affec-
tion? Weil have to draw our own

but tu tho man hi tho .street
It appears the motive is tho dcslru to
obtain a portion of the world's ecrloj
Plum, which growa so luscious at this
time of tho yenr. A. D.

New York, September tl.

THE PRECARIOUS SITUATION OF OUR
MERCHANT MARINE.

Plain Facts About Recent Maritime Legislation and the Probable i;nU
of the Shipping Bill.

f.
Socretaty of Iho Treasury McAdoo

has coined the phrase, or popularized
Iho phrase, of a naval auxiliary mer-

chant marine. It Is a well chosen und
an cxticinoly well balanced phrase,

It defines the duI uses of u mer-

chant marine, from tho national point
of view first as a naval auxiliary, und
uoeondly for commercial or merchandise
purposes. To-da- y Great Britain Is

upward of 2,000 merchant ships
for navnl and military purposes, ships
that In peaco times are used for peaco
purposes, ships that ufford employment
to iNltlsh labor lu British shipyards
In their construction and that nfford em-

ployment atloal for Britons ships, their
officers and crews, that aro a part of
tho naval reserve auxiliaries of Great
Britain. Great Brlhiln could not main-
tain her position as the premier nation
of tho world without her merchant ma-

rine any more than sno could maintain
her prestige nnd power without her
colossal navy.

Our gteat foreign trade affords rich
opportunity for the use of British
ships, our foreign cairylng dlieetly
contributes lo tho prosperity of tho Brit-
ish Umpire, because Britons build most
of Iho ships and Britons run mot of the
ships that engage In our foreign carry-
ing. The Brltli.li makers of shipbuilding
m.iterlils, tin owners of and woikmen
In British shipyards, Iho owners) of the
ships and the men who run Iho ships,
all protlt, nnd profit most richly, out of
tho foreign carrying or tho United
States. Were shlp-- s useful only for mer-

cantile or lonimeiclal purposes, our do.
pendence upon aliens for the neccsejry
supply of them for our needs would be
most unwise. Because, after all, It Is

largely for the marketing of our sur-
plus products nnd our surplus prod-

ucts grow by leaps and bounds that
wa nee,) merchant ships In peace times
us well ns In war times. Great Britain
Is our greatest rival In reeking foreign
markets. Her own surplus products
come Into direct competition with ours
In foreign markets, and she possesses
superior means to those this nation pos-

sesses for reaching and holding and de-

veloping thoso markets for her surplus
products. When, however, we leiend
upon Great Britain ns largely as we
now do for our ships and for the men
to run the ships that engage In our for-
eign carrying, a carrying directly com-

peting with British carrying, what a
weapon wo place in British hands for
handicapping our foreign trade! And
how astutely Britons mako tho most of
the advantages we so thoughtlessly yield
to them, advantages vital to our own
healthy national, Industrial, commercial
and maritime growth.

During the last two years, the war
yea is, that Is, Brltls'i shipyards hao all
but ceased building merchant shlps.whlch
han thrown "X burden of merchant shin
construction upon tho rest of the world
that It wns unprepared for nnd which
It Is being overwhelmed In endeavoring
to tnko caro of, So that wo see that
our economic reliance upon Great
Britain for the merchant ships we need
Is an uncertain and an unstable i ch-

ance. Our surplus products that seelc
foriign markets are withheld In our
own country lecause of the lack of mer-
chant ships available for their rarri.me.
so large a part of British mercantile
shipping being used for naval and mili-
tary purposes and so large a part ha v.
!iib been destroyed by enemy ships.

It.
In bis last annual meseage to Con-

gress President Wilson preached nbout
tho need of an American merchant ma-
rine, and lie laid stress upon tho dan-
gers attending our utter dependence
upon foreign ships. "It Is high time."
he declared, "that wo repaired our mis-

takes and resumed our commercial In-

dependence mi tho seas." Why? Be-

cause, President Wilson said, "It Is a
question of Independence." I there
any question paramount to thnt? Is uot
"Independence" n fundamental necessity?
"Our Independence." said President Wil-
son, "Is provincial, and Is only on laud
and within our own borders." Our lac!.
nf a merchant murine has robbed us
of our Independence, an Independence
that the President declares "Is only on
land." This Is fundamentally true. Why.
I lien. Is not moro mado in this campaign
of our need of true national Indepen-
dence, as Mr, Hughes mo well says,
"both on land and on sea"?

President Wilson declared that "such
a situation Is not to 1 endured." lie
continued: "It Is of capital Importance
not only that the United States should
bo Its own carrier on tho seas and en-

joy the economic indepiinlenco which
only an adequate merchant marine
would give It, but also that tho Ameri-
can hemisphere us it whole should enjoy
a llko Independence and
If It Is not to be drawn Into the tangle
of Uuropean affair.-.-"

Tho situation must have been most
clear to the mind of President Wilson.
In explaining it to Consresu that gieat
body of national legislators should havo
heeded Its tremendous uitlonal Impor-
tance. But It did not. Quite the con-
trary. U proceeded with a degree of
partisan fatuousness, of sectional bitter-
ness, and of economic unsoundness to
do everything that it should not do, pre-
tending thereby to mako provlllon for
remedying thta most dangeioiiH situa-
tion, when, in fact, lis remedies make
the situation moro dangerous.

The President clearly stated the con-
dition, but ho und his CoiiRros have
bungled, tearfully. In providing the
remedy. And the Congress did tills, not
of its own volition, but ut thu dltcction
of Iho President, or of his Secretary of
the Ticasury hi uny event tho shipping
bill Just paused Is wholly an Admlni'lra-tlo- n

measure.
It proldc for u shipping board, A

shipping boaid could perform useful
function, under proper restrictions, but

An Applicant for u Trucking Job.
To tiie KniTOR or The Sun Sir: I

want tho trucking Job of moving tho
furniture mid personal effitts of pres-
ident Wilson, Josephus Daniels and other
members of tho Cabinet out of their

residences on March U next, l
know there will be competition for this
Job, but tho fact that I wus ono of thu
delegates to tho Dultlmoio convention
who supported President Wilson's can-
didacy, and one of thosu who praised
his Administration during the first ten
months of it, should entitle mo to a
preference. Will The Sun help mo get
tills? IjAWRUNCU (Joukin,

New Yonu, September 23,

September Tnenly-nflli- ,

Th e of Mar' now bl.irt with hate.
With miter wild, terrific.

Ileeaune Balboa on IhU date
Discovered the I'aclflc.

C. R. R.

It should not pewes too grc.it .0eidangerous power, until the need of t,,..'
power has been ihurly demoiiMr.itci
Thin boaid Is to attempt to ie&ijiai,
transportation by water similarly tu u
manner In which transput t.itlou by r.niIs now regulated. It does not purp.f
wholly to regulate such transportation
however: It comities Its icjtuljtluns on!'
to "common carriers," leaving privnt".
carriers free of Its regulatory punch
And, It Is believed by ohn lawjers, tl,e
regulations, tho restrictions, the p,.na
ties It purposes Imposing upon "cotiunoi
carriers by water" are Inapplicable t ,

our foreign rivals, nnd only applicable
to our own "common carricm by wim-- i

Tho result of this must, neccstarlly, torv
Into the bands of foreign carriers
water tho great bulk of our foreign c.c
Tying-- , and so It Is likely to defeat t
very purpore of Its enactment,

111.
Thn worst feature of tho shipping b,"

Is that which admits foreign built ve
sets Into our coast and tireat I,a
currying. Never beforo In all our i

lory has this been permitted, uur 1.

mostle carrying bns been eonflr.nl
law running nlncty-nln- cais, nnd I.
restrictions of a prohibitory chanf,.
Imposed upon foreign ships prcMov '
thnt time, to vessels built lu the l'nl
Stiites, owned by our own citizen i,
commanded nnd olUcered by tuih d
zenn. As a result somo ir,noVf"' ?t
Ions of shipping, documented oiel e
documented, ore engaged In our il
mestlo carrying, nnd this rhlpping
a value far exceeding a half a billion .

dollars. Besides, we huo America" t
yards In which nt the lust census It v

shown $!2fi,O)rt,O0O of capital w.,s
Vested, a capital that has largely 1

creased of recent years, tf. Indeed, it b
not doubled. All of this domestic, bftr
built, shipping Is subjected, w wi.l ,

suhjected, to the competition of foreu
built shipping. Just as loon n: I a r' i
ping bill begins to opciule. Tut t lit
ping board has Iho power to lorm e

poratlons and to buy and build, to i

and charter, foreign vssel und i
them Into any American Hade, foreus
or domestic. In competition with Amt
enn built ships, und lines of !ilp., a,
will, for "the purpose of carrying nut t
purposes of this act," unless It can e

suade private American capital to do t'
things tho board thinks It is lieees i
to do to execute the net.

In practice this net will preatle r

dueo tho value of American built v e i
In domestic carrying, peihaps to n h

that will ruin their owners and ft, s
reorganizations and ruinous readjti '
ments. But, by letting foreign l i '
vessels Into our domestic cauvinr 'n
operation the act will destroy Air.e
shipyards, und thus lcve t.ie IV (,.l
Stutes wholly dependent upon f .i '.
shipyards for merchant ships mere! i

ships that members of the Admin..'-tlo- u

over and over again hu said, p'O
Holy, aro f.scntlnl natal nu.llliit.
How Is It osMe for a cl-- ar m nd
man to cumpielie:.d the dire s.liiailu.
the United Stal s, l.fklng a i,c a

marine of Its own, us clearly n. I'ir
drill Wilson does, .in. I then foue
reluctant fnrgre-- s the pj.siiKe i'
net that will make moro acute i.i- - d.,
gers of our maritime situation-- '

If the dependence upon fnrvlc
for our foreign carrjlng Is as d.i t '
us President Wllnn polntid It or t

which It Is then how dou,,;,
serous It Is for us to rendtr er,,
doubly dependent, wholly di ; d.
upon foreign built ships for u i
carrying, foreign noil dotinie w
allow foreign shlpjurds to hiuhl r s I

wo require for our fmeign and ) .

carrying, nurchunt ships ue i". Mf '

for uuxlliaiy naval und mdit i

poses, when we have an abm la '
the cheapest irnterluls for . p' u
111 our own soil, Innuiucr.iMe ir
fashioning those . t

shapes necessary for ns.'ir I' k"

Into ships, and skill ulumdan' '

Ing Hie ships? Whnt mailers -- o e

additional cost n btilblln- -' ir r.
so long as wo need mrb shl, ..

and military auxiliaries" U
this nation be dependent upon u
nation or nntions tor inc
that nre tieee?sniy n ival in. ,

auxiliaries, when we hate ihi r r -

und the men and the t qiii .! ..
trade for which to bu:'d ni t

auxiliary merchant ship- - we ' '
cither foreign or oom-- n. cm

IV.
With nil of !s ime woids f ' '

his clear understanding oi f . .

nnd of our nation,! need !

Wilson, by his d (d, b is n '1

to us that he Is undrpi nl.ibl-
In the great emergency t la.
this country In tho build'iig ti;
naval uuslll.iry tncivh.ut
Neither lie nor a Democr.i: i - '
Is dependable They bate ' d
chance, they have mad" b id c
worse, they hate bung!' d ' '
have, pretended to want t" i.
situation that they hate bui .

In making mom dangerous. . i

able. They have laid the f" .i
the shipping act. for the ru n.." f '

Industry they hate pi, tended t"
build up. They would mnki - '

donee upon foreign ships fit v

otcr before, and tncy won I '

Its source, the shlplitit.df.g i' d .

which we should ale s . ..

which we should u!'u r d h i .

American auxiliary man. "
us, then, elect to ci.'iol

eminent lho-- u who will
maritime and ecounn..c .. de-
ltas United Stales tlvomh

of a io.il Auiciiian nurd.. i i

homo built, hunic own. d,
olllcercd u:id mamiid by i j"

us. Let u .ntnist th . ii i' '
uigcut task. t lluuiiis iiul
and a Co:. guts KcpuliVi
branches'. .:.i;v:.iu; K -

A Jlciuorkil Nenlre for th I

1'rnpiiM'd.

To the KiiiToi: or Till, m s

death of Mr. Low should ' '

without tiltiiin-- public ti .W.i' '

inenco us a citizen. In u.o-hi-

was 1111110.--1 up Ideal 1..'.
note of which, from his "U'
to his latest .teats, wan e:t.

not enough fur th.' Chun
nicrco und other oicani.at.oin.
ho was an honoicd leader to
addresses and piss loinincitvr..
liillons, as will probably bap,'
election thcro should bu hi id
bl.i Uultcrsity, in C.iincg.e ll-- d
other suitable place, ui.de.' a
auspices, a mciuoiiut nn e

proper homau ui.jjht oo p.i..
nicmoiy. Wo should nui uliuu .

-o rich in public usc.'uliicK. ri.oi
forgotten. J, Uami'iu.n 1'ul.i.i.,

Nsw York, September -- U. ,


