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Whites I lie lyplc.il pxiktIphiv of mi
AiiHTlciin Hrin re;iily iiiul tinxlotix to

ell Its kooiIs In :i South Amcrlcnu
uiiirki't eiiia-- to rwelvo tlieiii. None of
the Ingi'iiliiiis pxpliiimtloiis of our ex-

port illllli'iiltliw Ills the wive. The
trouble wns purely In the llclil of
triiuiortiiiloii. It wits almost liiiro-- '
Bible to set oarso sirut. Sen frelslit
rates were cxtoriluiinie. When this
problem liiul In.tii ileal t wllh a still
worse tailzie arose over cettliiK the
material to the seaboanl.

Thus lu the greatest opportunity
thathas ever ooiifronteit the husliiess
men of this country our trailers find
their h.iinlri tied If they try to do busi-
ness tit new Mauds. .That maritime
conditions should be tilinormal might
fairly be expeoh-d- ; that our laud
transportation facilities should he to-

tally liiaihiitii.te Is it scathliiK eommeii-tnr- y

on the failure of piveriimental
regulation of American railroads. The
programme of that regulation bus yon-tallie- d

no slnule const met Ivn featurp,
nml tint 11 It Is reformed all the advice
to exporters' nilclit ns well be uiiut-terw- l.

Charity l not the only Irtue
thtit bestirs at home.

Straight Talk From One of tbe Big
Four.

President W. i. I.ik of the Brother-
hood of Railway Trainmen poke last
week on the Adaim-o- n law to the mem-
bers of the Central Stales Conference
on Itrll nnd Water Titiii'purtatlou.
Oue paragraph of bis mhtrcss revealed
nn uiiderstaiidliiK of the public atti-
tude toward tbe chaotic conditions he
nnd his n.ssi (dates threatened to create
Inst summer In tbe traiisixirtatloii In-

dustry of the nation, and It Is for that
reason worthy of reproduction:

"Both ililou Irnllrtad managers and
railroad workers) arc suspicious of the
result of arbitration and ate not In favor
of continuing the present jdan.

"Hut they will have to agree on tome-th'ni- r

that will. In so.ne degree, appease
public demand that 'strikes must not oc-

cur on railways,' or some onu will do It
for them, and. most likely, In a way
they will not like."

There Is in ibis ibvlaratloii nothing
of the spirit whl.'li frispienily charac-
terizes flu utterances of labor lenders
nnd labor employer. Mr. I,i:i:, whow
devotion to more pay for Ies work
for the men he repie.-on-ts has been
itdeitatcly mid frequently shown, has
rccotftiUcil the exlMonco of it third
party to es between the pro-
prietors and the s of public
utilities and he has not refused to

acknowledge It.
As to the inevitable ndopdon of n

method to prevent stri!;eson railways,
ve believe Mr. I.n. is rlclit : and we
wonder whether he seiw clearly Hie
henvy the situation un-
avoidably Imposes on him mid the
association he captains

Those Added lillllon Drinks.
Confusion of in I ml Hows from the

flguresi used by Colonel Huvan In
Washington und Colonel Kiiri-KBl-'l-

this city. Colonel Mhvan repeated,
presumably on good authority, the.
statement that a majority of the In-

habitants of the United States are
living In territory wherein the sale
of Intoxicating drink Is prohibited by
hiw. Colonel lti'ri'uiT quoted,

correctly, llaures from re-
ports of the Coinmissimier of Internal
Revenue showing that in the year
ended June :0 last tax was paid on
11,(WJ,(Mll more gallons of whiskey
than lu tlie not previous year. Is
the Increase of tbe extent r "dry"
territory Hie cause of the. increase of
the consumption of whiskey, and If
not, what Is tlie cause?

The amount of the Increase In
whiskey consumption Is not a trifle,
even If we consider not a half but
our entire population. It Is not an

.Increase reasonably Vcoiinted for
by unusual prosierity. The standard
American whiskey bottle holds one-fift- h

of a gallon, und It lias been found,
we are Informed, that averaging one,
two, three ami four linger portions a
whiskey bottle s emptied in eighteen
ilrauglils its contents. Tims It
Is seen thai In the year ended .Inne
au. mill, Amcrieaiis took i.tin.'jrtD.-in-

more drinks of wliNkoj tlmn they did
In the . i iii- - enileil .lime .'to, 1!M,i.

Colonel Hi rei iir sa,s ilmt in ,(.y
terrlior whiskey N substituted for
beer by IU'wiii. who will ill Ink; Urn
greater bulk or the malt beverage
makes beer much morn dlllk'ult than
,w Id-k- to smuggle, the advantage to

whiskey In this deliverance being
nlh-Mi-t os one. to slxtppn. Thin mny
pxplnln In pnrt, lint It lenve much It)
lip Investigated. We nrp not .vet tl

tlmt till beer drinkers
by Inw of their fnvorltp tlpplo

turn to whiskey for comfort, or tlmt
If tlipy tlo thpy nrp so Inniutlous ns
to consume more I linn n lillllon drinks
iiniiiinlly. This Intolerable (Ion I of
tlrlnk tins not ypt lieen itceountpd for
!. iw.lu.ml am. ......Inn.1 ,i'lllrvivnt. rMHIll llir-- i

'To New York."
Poor little old Npw York, slnpped I

nn i.iik nml turnlne Hie oilier.
always lambastpil but holding her'" resist vlsltatlonaind take chances
hpiiil uprenely against mhprsp winds,
must wince, If (the has it hide that
can he plercptl, under a new barb
hurled from the Golden State. I

1'rom .Stanislaus county, (Jul I for .

nla, where vineyards thrive and sweet '

wine Hows, where tig trees grow ami
enst n shade for every man's home,
comes this voice :

"Lo, we have llitened; listen to us now:
Thou nearest still that name upon thy

brow,
The name of Kniplre that our father

loathed.
Since well they knew what wickedness It

clothed."

Thus the Courier of Ceres, the seat
of Stanislaus iiencc nnd plenty, on
much of Its first page nnd print pa-

per going up by leaps and bounds
calls to us In an address "To New
York" by poet Hoiikbt Wiiitaker.

Italslng his finger and looking little
old Npw York sternly In the pyes, Mr,
Wiiitakkr says:

"Mark this, Manhattan, known to wider
fame

.Since thou hast doffed the humble, honest
name

And taken title from an ICngllsfi lord
Of hapless family, and of falthlesvword."

How can u town be held to
for lis ancestors nny

more than a person?
Hut lnylng this foundation he goes

gravely nnd severely on:
"Thine are the millions waeborue to

our co.tst :

And thine the wealth none other yet
could boast :

Nor Thebes nor Memphis. Ilabylon or
itome,

The Hand, the Klondike, or the sands of
Noms.

"Yet out of thee no Washington has
come;

No Lincoln voiced the heart throbs of
the dumb;

The country vitiate cave tbee tlEEc-uiai'- s

tongue.
And Ur.CKi.ET's pen. and rorg by DriT-a-

sung."

That would oem enough of harsh-
ness to say to anybody: but it Is not
enough or Mr. Wiiitaki:r. He only
dips deeppr Into the vitriol nnd sears
tbeilde of his victim :

r
And thou hast given us for such as

these
Thy Tweeds and Tammany, world dress

and lees :

'by buccaneer, financial, Mor.iiAN,

Couid,
And all that crew by ItocKirEl.Lr.R

schooled."

Cutler this rebuke coming oer the
high Itockles and across the breadth
of the continent "let the galled Jade
wince." How stings the barbed ar-
row dipped in the yellow sands of the
golden Sail Joaquin valley !

Parting he leaves this message;
There Is no KMIMili: Slate, and shall

not be,

While these UNITED States are truly
free ;

No State to queen or lord It o'er the
rcH ;

So sp'-ak- the plrlt of the free born
West."

No, never, so long as the cry of
Kureka" rings lu the foothills of the

UIa....l. Il. n..s.a. I..I..H ........ I.. ....u - l.ls II

nio viiicyiniiN nun iig trees oi Minus- -

bins and the guard Inn eagle of Ceres
slirleks from the Calaveras crags!

I

Dr. Zlmrorrniann'i Charges.
What answer has Britain's Govern

ment to make to tbe statement of Ir.
Alfred Zimmkrmann, German Sec
retary for Foreign Affairs, that "hos-
tile submarines" sunk by gunfire or
torH-doe- the German merchantmen
ItiirgernielRter, Yotmelle, Dorlta, Kibe
nnd llnllnndlu without wnruing? If
tills Is true lives must lmvc hepii lost,
possibly Amprlenn lives. Knglnnd
should come Into court with clean
hands. It would ho monstrous If she
has been engaged In the practices set
forth In Dr. Zimmkhmann's Indlel- -

ment. Not pven a plea of retaliation
because Germany had sunk merchant
men without warning lu the "war
zone" could be accepted.

It has been said that "by the edict
of February 4, 101.", tbe German
Government officially repudiated the
responsibilities of civilization and
served notice on nil mercliantnieu
that they were liable to be sunk by u
hidden weapon from an unseen ship
without warning." That Is what hap-lene- d

In a great many cases, Hut
Great Britain's right lo retaliate has
not been recognized by neutral Gov
ernments, nor has such a right been
asserted, so far as we know. What,
then, hns Great Britain to say about
the terrible accusation f nr. Kim
ukrmann? Willie It Is true that he
presents no evidence, does not even
Indicate the nationality of submarines
committing the atrocities, the HrltMi
Government should nevertheless, for
the sake of Its good name, publish any
information In Its possession about
the destruction of the German mer
chnntmeu mimed.

When Dr. Zimmkbuann deals wllh
the uttneks nf HrllMi merchant ships
upon German submarines It seems
to be lu n controversial spirit. He

r

cites no cnc, but affirms tlmt "Kng
liinil bus ri'iH'titi'dly nniintinced Unit
nil Kngllsli ships ought to be rpttily to
dpMtroy German submiirliips wherever
thpy flml them" inerchnnt ships.
Hint Is to say. "Quite recently I.011I
Itniu.iiT ('ki'ii. In Hip Hrltlsli I'nrlln-- .

ment gave expression to this vIpw,"
ileclnres Hr. Xim mciimann. lxiiil ltoa-i:i- it

tY.fit, will no doubt make answer
himself, but did hp advocate a skits- -

slon or self-defen- by llrltlsh mer j

cliautnipii? Wpre they to pi round
seeking enemy submarines and sink-
ing them? That would bp u dnngpr--

" and linprotilnblp PlltPrprlsp, Put

.of being shelled orlorpedoeil. that Is

anotlier matter. It would not be con- -

iNilered a "crime." as (iermnny holds
It to be. If the enemy ship were n
cruiser and not a submarine. About
the security of that lype of war ves
sel (Iermnny Is sensitive.

The truth Is that before Germany
began her "submarine warfare" In

the "war zone," destroying enemy
merchant men without warning, no
llrltMt ship owner offered a prlr.o for
the ramming of u (ieinian submarine
by u private ship, ami certainly no
"official ierson" ever urged it. Com-

ment Is not necessary. It should be
noted that the German Government .

In its communication of May .", in HI, I

to the United States dealing with the j

Sussex ease gave the guaranty that
merchant esses "both within nnd
without, the area declared a naval
war zone shall not be sunk without
warning and without saving human
lives unless the ship attempts to es-

cape or offers resistance." Therefore
If Germany has not violated (Ids
agreement any attempt of n llrltlsh
merchautnuiii to sink a German sub-
marine by shell tire or ramming was
utterly indefensible.

In Kncland's Extremity.
My far the most distressing news

that has come from any of the bellig-

erent nations Is contained in the ap-

peal made by ltrr.ro.-- v Ciiaiiwick, the
llrltlsh Plrcctor of Munltjons and
Overseas Transport, to his fellow u

to abolish afternoon tea. If
It were told that Lloyd Gkohiik had
tweaked the King's nose tlie world
would not be more nstonlshed.

Knglaml under a dictator, Kngland
without spirits, Ungluml without beer,
the Tower of London u moving pic-lur- e

theatre. Westminster Abbey con-

fided to the suffragettes: none of
these things would startle the world
as much us the suggestion that 5
o'clock tea shall be sacrificed. Mr.
Ciiaiiwick, whose felicitous title ac-

curately reflects the luiMirtuuce of
Ills ollicial post, believes that food-stuff- s

and transport utilities would
lie saved by the adoption of the course
he suggests. Hut nt what a loss! The
wry backbone of llrltlsh Institutions
Is threatened by tin Iconoclast who
wants to win a mere war,

Gog and Magog will not fiermtt it.
Pig Hen will go on strike and strike
no mure. The novelists of the empire
will demand expatriation rather than
sacrifice one of their most useful
proMriips, Let Mr. Ciiaiiwick

; let him rail to mind what in-

terference wlili lea did to the Amer-
ican Colonies. He is on ilatigeroits
ground, and history emulous bini in
withhold bis rash and destroying
hand.

lias Operetta Departed?
It begins to look 'as If a pleasant

form of theatrical diversion com posed
of light music and comic text had
disappeared altogether from the stage.
Yet operetta, as this blend was called,

sun-ceile- for years lu supplying much
harmless gajety t. the world. There
Is nf course a substitute for comic
opera, for such u combination of
amusing clement is more In demand

K',,,. .,. ,.f .,, !.
operetta lu the shape that it once
wore has all but failed from behind
the footlights.

It Is not difficult lo discover the
causes for this latest development in
the theatre's art. After Oi H'.Nn vcu
and Miai.HAi and II vi.kvy had given
the world Hie Immortal series of
opera boiiffes which form u separate
period In the history of the musical
theatre, there camn in Kngllsh tho
creations of Gii.ar.Rr und Sullivan,
and they were tho most characteris-
tic that tbe Kngllsh stage ever pro-
duced. Then there wore always the
sturdy musical perennials that came
from the bunks of the Wlen to com-plcl- e

the three types of operetta that
amused the world. In this country
one school of musical play was about
as popular as tlie other, nnd every
one was enjoyed without prejudice.

There had long ceased to be the
strictness of form nt one time char
acterlsilc of these operettas when
there came as marked a change in
the musical side of them. The dance
rhythms hud always been u mark of)
the Viennese products, while the mu-

sic of Sir AiiTiit'it Siu.i.tVAN bore the
unmistakable peculiarities of the F.ng.
Ilsh composers. Just ns distinctive
had always been the music of Oifkn-iiaci- i.

Hut tbero was destined to
appear In the scores of operettas an
element which would prove too strong
for any of their musical idioms and
finally have Its Influence In driving
tills form of musical entertainment
from the stage. This of course was
the prevailing syncopation.

To It may lie traced tho decline of
story lu an oiK'i'cltn text, since rag
time could not even wait on tbe
amount nf fiction necessary for even
the least pretentious comb: opera,
Tlie musical comedy In which the text
was made mnro Important than the
music had lis origin In London. Hut
tho review which has finally suc-
ceeded to the place of operetta and

1 I .
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musical romptly rnme from Purls. So
lit Is really to France tlmt the oreillt
must bo nccorileil for Inning given Hip

final thrust to opcretln.
TIip review which Is fnmllliir

enough nowndnyr to the Npw York
public has survived from the mix
lure of operetta and musical play.
It flourishes Inevitably because II

was capable of the greatest amount of
expansion. It Is such n flexible me- -

ilium tlmt any amount of syncopation
may be Introduced. There ncyjl In-

deed be nothing hut syucopaHk:le
throughout the whole ovenlJP'CTtV

Without the necessity of telling a
story or satirizing some prevailing
social mania or burlesquing myth-
ology, there could be ragtime without
limit, It could dominate every scene
nnd not d note In the score need be
of any other kind of music. Such a
form of musical piitprtaimupnt was
found IiIpmI. It stillpil pxnelly the
present taste for syncopated modes.
So the review has come Into the Held
and there It evidently will stay. Who,
then, killed Cock ItoblnV Unluckily It
seems to bp syncopation that Ptuled
the life nnd populurlty of osret(a.
It Is unlikely, moreover, ttiat then
will bo n renewed taste for this form
of entprtalnmpiit until the modernized
ocho of the tom-to- has ceased to
sound In our ears,

'1

What music Is sweeter than tlie ring
of tbo skate steel on good black Ire?
When the red bJll Is up youth Is happy
nnd middle ngc Is young.

In splto of the lack of snow shovel-
lers the plight of the town does not
appear to Is; much worse than Is to be
expected after a winter storm. Kvcn
nn old New Yorker fix years off the
farm may get used to n few Inches
of snow and adapt himself to It.

of War GvnmsoN Is
hopelessly behind the times when be
objects to United States participation
In a "world ulllance." Is he unaware
of the progress that has been made
Incc Washington wnrned bis country-

men against entangling alliances?
"Mind your own business" is the coun-
sel of a confirmed reactionary.

fnw Belrrlans driven In held. .Veics-mpe- r

headttne.
Some novelist of the near future

may be Inspired to the creation of a
"character" that will put Simon Le-sr-

In the shade.

President Wilson may find himself
In a row with the Democrats In Con-
gress over State rights. In spite of
tbo Increase of tbo Federal power tho
old doctrine Is not dead, and the possi-
ble effect of regulation from Washing-
ton on Internal political nnd social
conditions In the States does not il

to all of Mr. Wilson's partisans.
They have excellent reasons for wish-
ing to maintain the autonomy of the
communities in which they live.

We shall bo grateful to any psy-
chologist who can ratlsfactorlly ex-

plain the workings of the minds of
children when they o Santa Claus
of the Uell and Kettle remove his
lieard for somo uch unsaintly pur-
pose as the Insertion of a fresh quid.
At what age does tbe desire to bo
fooled begin or end?

Senator Maiitinr made an Impassioned
appeal for a "wet" capital. trusAiiiplon
ilctpnlch.

Farmer Jim arts ns If thrie had luen
no election In New Jersey.

Mr. Si'nuit. Invited to perfotm In
Newark, declined localise Nevarkers
who want to see his nhovv must either
have done so at Philadelphia, P.itersnn
or Trenton, or Intend doing so lu
New York. "When I stand e

people who have beard mo. previously,"
he said, "it takes the punch out of
me.' Is this a delicately diplomatic
way of s.iylng that the pvnngellst has
given up hope for Xewnik?

GONZALES NOT HOSTILE.

He Proposed Diplomacy lo Bring
About the Withdrawal ( Per-bla- g.

TO THE KtUTOft OF Til T. Scn Sir: In
The FUN of December 1.! a quotation
from tho proclamation of itenfral f!on- -

1'1"'. provisional Governor of chihua
hua, appears under the headline: "(ten-er- st

ftoniates to Help Oust Pershing."
The actu.il quotation calls attention to
the disgrace of the desecration of Mexi-
can soil by American troops: blames
this desecration on the deeds of Villa,
and praises the efforts of c.irranz.i,
whoso "forces have not a single moment
ceased to work toward a wolutlon of
the same by diplomatic wny, preserving
national pride and nutnnoni)."

Judging from tho quotation which
you gave, this pioilaniatiuu Is a per-
fectly correct and patriotic appeal to the
people of Chihuahua to support the pohcy
of adjusting dimcultles with the t'nited
Slates by diplomacy, and thus to secure
the wltMrawal of the Pershing forces
by our Oovernment. It Is a position
which Mexican and Amerlcnn alike can
applaud. Do you regard it as In accord
with that high standard of ethics which
we rightly expect of a paper of the
standing of Tiir Sun lo place over such
a news Item a caption which cettalnly"
gives your readers the Impression that
the Governor of Llilhualiiia Is planning
to help make war on the Pershing force?
Surely there are dlttlcultles enough In
the way of a toasonablo settlement of
Mexican dllllcultles without our now
papera distorting proper official

In such fashion us to
up icseiitful feollngs against Mexico.

II. It. Ml'SHKY.
New York, December 16,

Virtue of ft Model Husband,
'ion! ( HI, Loult

1 never fus,
I nrver fight,

I ftlwmyr. come
Hlraliht horns at nliht.

1 ttlnuys clvo
My wife nil- - pay,

Nor hold II up
A alnclo day,

I have nn lodge,
1 have no club:

Perhaps you think
That I'm a dub,

Mayhap I am,
Ilut even so,

It raves me lots
Of fuss and v or,

No ersn games
Out l.r hin t our shed

With Jim and Hill
And Tom Hint Ned.

Thoee (noil olil room
I ue,l to know,

For ulrle )s
They've gut to go,

And, and to say.
Her word le Inw,

Or ihe .t (he'll
(lo home lo ni.1'erhaps you think
Thai I'm too nice,

But I'm for peace
At any price,

Wilimm D. Nina.

THE PERILS OF FREIGHT.

Ship nml Hall Difficulties 'inhibit
American Knterprfse Abroad.

To tiii; HtuTon or Tin-- : bun Sir: lie
witty and freiiucntly tbero have

references lo the fact that Ameri-
can mnmifucturci'H are not obtaining
South American trade. This Is attributed
to an unwillingness to meet conditions
to which nio accustomed. It Is
said that tbo American manufacturer
will not make the merchandise as the
South Americans wish It mnde, and ts

on It according to American
methods; tint American Arms will not
extend cicdit and do not pact; or crate
merchandise properly for shipment.

Now wo mo manufacturers of sr

which is badly needed in South
America. We aro willing lo extend
credit, vro are willing to ship properly;
but vve cannot do baslncs because of
tbo fi eight renditions. We made one
shipment nnd tried to secure freight
rates. After 'the fi eight rates were se
cuied the Kngtlsli Government seised tho
vesnel and the freight rales were raised
about fifty per cent. Then tl'o ship
sailed about a month later than the
time specified, and In the meantime the
car containing our material become
mixed iii In one of the many embargoes
which tho lallrnad arc putting on and
taking off continuously.

I am writing this letter because I
think that the failure of the manufac-
turers of this country to take advantage
of the Smith American trade Is due at
most entirely to the lack of American
or competitive bottoms; and If these
e.xlted the other conditions would be
satisfactorily met. One can receive cor-
rect Information as to the financial
standing of South American firms
through tho National City Hank, and
their are few cichants here who wilt
not extend etou . to good eople even
though the trim Is longer than usual.

LaCHKNCK OTTINOEfl.
Federal Parquetry Manufacturing

Company.
Nr.w Vonic, December 16.

SHOE PRICES.
Government Kmhargo on Leather

Mould Cut Two Ways.
To thk KniToit of Tiir. Sun .sir: All

this talk about a Oovernment embargo
on leather, rubber and other supplies
is nonsense. The great law of supply
nnd demand l prevailing. One firm hat
30,000 dozen of glazed Uld coming
through Its factory. This kid Is a low
quality, normal price 13 cents a foot.
An Km-lhJ- i firm ha made au olfir of
7 cents a foot for this kid stock, and
that will doubtless prevnll because no-

body on this side up to date has een
tit to meet this price. There are four
customers for every tkln. Instead of one
as In the old days.

This Is a seller', market, with tlie law
of supply and demand In control, and
Inflation of price such as never before
reen In this country, the civil war times
being nothing lu comparison.

Government embargo talk Is absurd
because f we were to put an embargo
on leather we could not lerure any skins,
rubber or other supplies now coming
from abroad. I'mhargo I a two edged
sword and America would be the greatest
sufferer, Hkacon Hill.

Iioston, Mass. December 16.

SCHOOL JANITORS.
Is the Contract .Sjslcni ltepunsble

for Unsatisfactory Cleaning.'
To Tiir i:t)iToa or Thk Sun s'lr I

agree with "A Mother" In legard to the
poor Janitorial work of our city schools.
This has Isen a common complaint for
ear. Tho teacher know from actual

experience how far short of satisfactory
the work of the cleaner Is.

1 tut then what can oti expert? Tour
readers may not know that the Janitor
leceives a lump sum for tho Janitorial
work, he to hire ami pay the sweepers
out of this sum. The net icsult of this
queer arrangement Is that the Janltoi-blre- s

the cheapest help he can get. Tho
natural result I that their woik on the
whole. Is exceedingly unsatisfactory. Add
to this tho fact that not one school ha
a vacuum cleaning system bus uses the
old fashioned rag and feather duster and
It Is easily explained why the seats from
the settling dut are dirty.

Fathir of Two TEVcnr.r.s.
New York, December 16,

REAL AMERICANISM.

It Spoke at Carnegie Hall, nnd l Nut I

Found In Cautious Neutrality,
To thk I'niTOR or The Pun Fir; It j

seems, from the mass meeting at Came- -
glo Hall to protest against tho deporta- -
Hon of tlie Ilelglau. that the leal
American love of humanity and Justice j

Is not completely subsidized by the at- - I

tempts of the Government to icmalnj
neutial, lUunt Pa mm., i

Arlington, N .1. December 16

A Friend of Hie Sparrow,
To thk I'm roa or Tin: Si N- - ,S'u. Thete

Is a suspicion that apartment dwellers
on Mnrnhigside avenue and likely enough
elsewhere ill tills thoughtless town are
feeding the pestlfoioui sparrow, which
might otheiwi'e lie ntarved to death ill
tills fnitun.ite snowfall, providentially
sent peihaps fur that very purpose.
At the present moment tho hunger
driven bints am feeding from a dish
on the lire escape near me, and the con-

fession must be made Ih it "our folks"
t.ave been guilty with other In weakly
taking pity on the featheicd abomina-
tion.

Of course the spat rows which swaim
III the park opposite at oilier times were
allowed to breed without tho slightest
Interference when their nesting could
havo boon prevented and their Increase
slopped. Hat what of that? Is It not
our biiunileii duty to take every advan-
tage of this opportunity to decimate
their number by slow starvation"
Away with slikly sentimentality I

Let public meeting be held In every
spatruw Infested locality to protest sol-

emnly against Ihe present evil practice
of feeding tho proscribed creature lu the
time of their need. Why were they cre-
ated, anyhow? I havo never seen the
spairow guilty of wrongdoing, hut the
cry ha" gone out against him, and Is not
that sulllclcnl?

Jacob A. Hakkstra.
New York, December 17.

A Knn.as Confession.
'rom Ihe Hmiorh (iattllt.

nofore you comment upon the hack ant-ns- s

of Aik.in.iis, ronslder Ihe Central
llrnnch of the I'nlon I'm 111", which runs
Ihroucb northern Ksnsjs. The nrst vet.
lulled trsln was inn over that ro.i.t Hit
vvirk, nml at most of tho tonns the hand
uii out to meet Ihe tialn,

t .Nnnroinmlltal.
From fee 1riejiftf tlutmrr

Those who know IMward Tllllnihaat
will bn Interested to learn that ha haa
resigned from tho ortiieitra. II road It
what It Ii.

BY FORCE MAJEURE.
A New Scheme of .Salvation and Re

form for Free Men.
To Tiir Kditor of Tuts Hu.v Sir; Two

things have happened this week which
constitute a curious commentary on Hit
timpcrament of the American public.
One Is tbo Incorporation of a man for
the purposo of saving souls, the other
Is the favorablo reisirt of the Hcnato
committee on the bill for nationwide pro-

hibition. Taking these remarkable Inci-

dents together the plan appears to be lo
Impose upon us the Sunday and Hryan
type of Christianity by means of force
majeure.

In tho name of the Rcntlest and most
tolerant of ll men we arc to be
harangued In language unfit for use
nmong clean people on tho horror await-
ing us If vve do not subscribe to the
doctrine of tho incorporated evangelist.
In the name of the Naxarene, so poor
that He had no place to lay Ills bead, we
are asked to contribute to the building
of it tabernacle, large enough to bold a
huge multitude, each one of which will
In turn he expected to help line the al-

ready swollen pockets of tbe rich soul
saver. Surely, paying for the privilege
of hearing yourself cursed, of listening
lo slimy, filthy nM.trKatlon. appears to
bo a bit of unwarranted extravagance
In these days. At a time when It costs
so much to live I scarcely feel Justified
In pa.vlng any one for telling me how
much It will cost me to die. if t don't
die nccordlng to the constitution and by-

laws of the Incorporated evangelist. And
I don't feel ns though 1 wanted to do
unythlng like that.

Fortunately there Is escape from the
maledictions of Mr. Sunday. I don't
have to go to his tabernacle, not yet.
Hut from the other feature of the latter
day scheme of snlvatlon, should It be
put Into effect, theic Is no getting away.
That unique personality known, I think,
as the Demon Hum. who nccordlng to
no lets Impeccable authority than the
Hon. Itichmond P. Hobson, slays yearly
more victim than succumb to all wars,
epidemics, accidents and natural deaths,
I believe It's something like that, i to
be knocked on the head and forever put
out of his horrid game. This Is the
thing I balk nt, quite unavalllngly, 1

know, yet I balk. Why? Hecause I am
so wretchedly depraved that t drink as
much as a cocktill or a glass of wine
or a bottle of beer two or three time
a week at dinner.

And the worst of It Is. I enjoy It.
t don't care a hoot for tho opinion of
such scientific experts as Professor
llrynn. Sunday, Hobrou, Sheppard und
tbe rest. I'm vvltlln-- ; to admit that they
know all there Is to be known on the
subject of prohibition and that they
want to make this country diy only for
uiy good and the good of my fellow ua- -

egenerates, but I'd rnther stay bad. If
Indulgence In my unnatural appetite ulti-
mately lands nfc in the place Mr. Sun-
day picture In classic, language and
with vivid plcturesquenes. I know I'll
be In the company of a bad lot of folk,
mostly the worldly men and women who
have done nothing better than give us
books to read, philosophy to study,
science to harness the forces of nature.
Fcutptuie and paintings and music and
poetry to stir our sinful emotions, medi-

cine to cuie our Ills, nil damnable thing
which tho Incorporated soul saver says
nrc only fit for hell : but I'm not scared,
I'd rather 1m In the company of those
lost ones than In Sunday's or Hryan'.
Honest to goodness I would. I'd rather
spend a year with John Flske or
Mark Twain or Jim ftlley or Raphael
or Dr. Murphy or Ilclnrich Heine on
the ragged edges of a dead world than
fifteen minute with all the professional
evangelists and congressional reformers
that ever lived.

I am not prepared to eliminate my
reason, my Judgment, my desires, my
lnheiltrd tendencies, my beliefs and sub-

stitute Hilly Sunday and national pro-

hibition. Utter annihilation would suit
me better.

No theology of "Pchreckllchkelt," no
"be It enacted" type of virtue 1ms nny at-

traction for me. refuse to be made
good with n club. 1 decline to acknowl-
edge the soul saving trust as the arbiter
of my fate here or hereafter. And I

hate to think that my country, boasting
the first real democracy. Is seriously
thinking of following the example of
Itussla, the greatest of autocracies, In
telling us tlmt we are not fit to exercise
our Individual Judgment, that vve tan
only grow strong by having temptation
taken away from us. That theory Is so
shallow, so saturated with sophistry
and so that I dread to
think of what will happen It it Is
crystallized Into law. And that calam-
ity seems imminent. What a pity!

W. V. Hirsh.
Nr.w York, December 16.

FAT MEN.

Helmed Creatures, f Asserted hy

Their Defender.
To tiik KplTon or The Sc.v Sir; I

saw this statement In The Sun the other
day; "No one loves a fat man " Wrong,
The fat man Is generally tbe most be-

loved of men. Wh.v ? Itecause he has
a good bcait I'nllke ntir lean man,
these Is nothing soar or stingy about
him. And then his laugh, How Joyous
and refreshing It Is '

"Oh, but," I hear some oue say. "that
Is all very well, but It only regards the
fat man In his relation with other men."
Wrong again, Whllo the ladles may
pretend to laugh at the. fat man they
secretly adore him. After all. It Is not
a lino exteilor which excites love so
much a a good heatt. and woman with
her Infallible Instinct can discover the
latter beneath a mountain nf flesh.

Finally. I wish to repel tho charge
with the scorn It deserves that the fut
man is lacking In sentiment. Hyron,
the most amorous of poets, was o fat
man, as was also Halzac, the philosopher
par excellence of love, Dkfgnsio.

Nkvv York, December 16.

The Eflltirnr Movement In Missouri.
fioht tif ihrltton .Yeire,

The other day lien a fire broke out In
Sheldon the tire engine vas found fenced
up In the Jail yarl anil could not be got
out without tearing the fence down, And
when the engine was finally gotten out
and the water turned nn the hose had
several blowouts, hut othemlss the ap-
paratus was In good serviceable condition,
The building? It burned up.

Tickers.
Tick lock tick tork
Dull runs the eloi k
No risk no knock-T- ick

lock tick tnck.

Tick tick lick tick tick tick tick.
HI ; bull market booming quick:
Life Is Joy nllhoilt a kick,
Tick tick lick tick tick tick lick

Tick tick tick tick tick tick tick.
IIIk hear market crashing slick:
l.lfo's rnoush to make you sick,
Thk lick tick tick tick tick tick.

Tick lock tick lock-
out! rune Iho clock-- No

fun no stock-T- ick
took tick tork.

McLisskcstu Wilson,

WHAT A PEACE MADE IN GERMANY
MAY MEAN TO THE UNITED STA TES.

.Shall Amrrlrs Fare the Farts or Feed on Ihe L'nfotmilrtl Aspirations of

Ignorance and Illusion?

It Is a fot lunate thing for tho United
States that the Kntcuto Allies are too
proud not to fight. If bcrore 1014 ling-lan- d

had been too proud to fight the first
stride towatd the world dominion of
Prussian militarism might have been di-

verted to Latin America. Wo and our
Mont oo Doctrine should then have borne
tbe onslaught of German efficiency, with
lesults sad but easy to picture. If Albion
bad cared to be petlldlous perhaps she
might even have Mr.gcd that drama nnd
then precipitated the l'uropeun straggle,
using us as a flist line and a diversion,
Kut no, vve b.ivo rat safe and sound
while the Allies fought our battle.

What If the Allien should make peace
now on some basis even remotely ie
sembllug tho German proposals? What
would be the effect upon the safety vve
so excessively prise nnd so foolishly fall
to safeguard? As ban as possible, tier
many, nrmed to the teeth, would be able
lo overthrow the Monroe Doctrine and
lo take what she chose of Latin America
by an effort hardly perceptible In com-
parison with her marvellous achieve
ments In the present war,

In Ntlnli e,'f.nl sSinuM tti A tltr.,1

in

- " "j, ,'i ,iiiKiit,s ij ,,..
rare what to u? We havo French liberalism"
sat throtiijli this war with a detachment Here l our vital concern id
Incredible alike from the point of view the millennium so distant
of natural sympathy and that of obvious I nature sllll so human mid na' ,r ,v

We did not do or even say too must accept the f.i. ' (.f ,v n -
anything when Helglum was burned at with possible use of force ,k 01 (,r i,the stake, the fire touched with a laws. Not by lligue com! i .
"scrap of paper. ' We did not do or even
so anything when the laws of civilized
watfare and even convention signed by
us and by tfcrmany were violated. W
only sbileked over a cargo of cotton or
any other little material Interest. "We
used to talk loud to Uctgtum about Congo
atrocltle. to Peru about I'uttiinayo
atrocities, even to Turkey about the Ar-
menians; but Germany was a first clas
Power. Naturally there cannot be much
respect or affection for u among the
people nf the Hntente Allies.

We have been kept nut of war. Hut
at what price! In tlie submarine affair
we have talked, aye, most abundantly.
Hut when our last word nf warning ha
lieen precisely violated, ritlll we do noth
lug. It Is as If a man were kicked In the
face and then entered into discussion,
prthapx calling In nn expert physiologist
to determine whether the blow was ex- -

nctly a dictionary kick. All we have
endured from tiermany Is too well known
to need recapitulation. Aral the Gcr-
man dislike us too.

A course that displease all parties l

sometimes pointed to as therefore a
Justly Impartial one. V are not Inter -
eteil aeie in academic questions. We
arc Interested, and our Government ought
to be Interested, In this question: I It
safe to let the end of this war tlnd the
t'nited States without 11 friend In the
world and with lt prestige quite

A thousand times, no!
In our extraordinary detachment and

Indifference to the fundamentals of our

THE DYING YEAR.

Let Cheerful Thoughts Herald I tin
Advent of Winter.

To TIIK Koitor or Thk St'N Mr It
Is now nnd soon our sun
will enter the sign of Caprlcomus; win-
ter will really begin. Colder weather and
the first snows have already appealed,
and the last flower has disappeaied
week ago, while the las; leaf l 'o be
seen only on hedges and bushes.

Gone, almost wholly gone, I the ver-
dant vegetation of springtime and sum-
mer, and we a.--e as yet hardly accus-
tomed to ptevvlnter's landscnpe, so
drear and barren. Of course this bar-
renness nnd It dreariness are some-

what relieved by the pciennlal verduie
of a few trees, and even alieady In spots
the baroness and deadliest of lawns and
meadows are covered over by a white
cloak of snow. And a little later, after
the first heavy snowfall, when a be ui-- 1

f ill. soft mantle lies deep upon vale
and bill, sparkling like multl-myrla-

of minute diamond beneath the tlery
splendor of the sun, we shall for a while
at least forget the living verdure of the
past in our admiration and enjoyment
of the lifeless though exquisite white-
ness of the future.

Hut at present we feel that the "melan-
choly das" have come, although fre-
quently some perfect day dawn, when
unshlne and air seem pleasantly un-

seasonable. Christmas, too, la close at
hand, with It festivities and cheer, and
then, New Year' Day, with Its many
good resolutions. The shortest day of
the car Is near by, and afterward the
sun begins to ascend from its southern
depth somehow the thought of Its rls-In- g

a little higher every day Is en-

couraging, paillrnlariy during tho dis-
agreeable weather which will presently
visit us.

Hut the season of winter .has not .ve;
really arrived It Is still

and vve should make tho best of this
end of fall ere the mnie, "melancholy
days" of Janunrv, February and March
come to depress and chill us,

CitAm.KS Nr.vr.na Holmes.
Nr.WTON, Mass., December 16,

The Main Point.
Tothk 1'DiTon oFTur. Sun Sir: John

V.. Hruce. referring to the habit In
Southern States of presuming a nczio
guilty until be has overwhelmingly
proved his Innocence, s icinlnded of a
s'.oiy whoie a colored minister vvns con-
victed of a ri line merely because ho
happened to be lu the vicinity of the
place w here It was committed, A there
aie, however, two sides to every case,
I am also lemlnded of a story along the
same lines.

A watch was stolen finm some one,
and suspicion at once pointed to a ne-

gro, ho was arrested and tiled for the
offence, At the conclusion of the hear-
ing the Judge ordered the prisoner lo
stand up, nnd fixing his eyes on him
he said :

"Discharged for Insufficiency of evi-

dence." The bewildered darky asked,
"What did you say. Jedge?" And his
Honor In tbe same Judicial tone repeated,
"Discharged for Insufficiency of

"Well," exclaimed the negro, "do I
have to give up dc watch?" J, K, s,

Nkvv York, December 16.

Training the (lid Idea.
Old Fashioned Parent If ou aren't

good Santa clans won't come.
Modern Child If nu aren't good I

won't bellevo In Santa Claus,

Hard Winter Sure"
Flam f.e s'm t'mnrlico Chronielt

When Anson I'eake, an old wood,
chopper of Marysvlllr, split open a hoi.
low stump at his ramp near here the at
brought to view a cluster of rattlesnake,
thirty-fiv- e In number, all colled together,
rionters say whtn rattlesnakes roll up la

K bunches II means a hard wlntar.

leal future Inteicsts, vu a e j.i n
responsive to cousltleintl of hm,,,,'
and world peace. The Gnm.iu ,..'L

happened

off

proposal.! ale focussing inii,i , ,,0
those Ideals. Now It Is well I. i,e p,,'. M

iiLumr noic or one thought t i.n ,,
through the olllctal und uimih ,. ,

cusslon of peace by Genrmn.v
it Is the thought that lie'm.a j mil.be fire In her evolution. Doe, t. ,."mean evolution by naiu(. on t.mq ,,,!

submarine nt sen. by I he madid n t h,
blood and Iron when It suits tin u, ,

purpose? If nut, vvtuit doi i ,,.,,'
In the rose of the lndlvlilu.il .m,! n ."
the nation evolution til pro, p. i, ltrlaws of nature. That force m. nn,, ,
sllll a law of nature cvei.vwhii.
many In this war Is pas.'ing ii. ,,,
some leal evolution. Tlie itenm
doubt well know It, for the , ,
admired ns ulxiut the oulv p..i,.ie
lay aside emit and hypoc i isv ,

hard facts. Victory In this v ,ir H ,

the lesult of tl.o opposing force , i.
In nature's evolution. VVIimi ,

tlie United State best iitfopl I .

ieultant fatrfully point, to wo. ,(,.
IIMIIOMI II, ill." ,piril HI I ll. ml
In .!. 1... ..r ....,.. .

worldwide federation are we
rstuiiiis'i permanent pea. ,,u
wai. ItHtlii r may we hop,, u, t
enteilng n coalition of lleee itw
minded with ourselves ai,, sPr,i i

that our coalition shall p. , , ,

ponderant a potentiality tl.n v i ,,'
pone the Ideas of Jitl. , vv

believe.
So, too, for the ending nf this n.ir

Is not by a filgld and nloor i a ,'
that we serve peieo aid m
Rather should we hasten i: , , ,

breaking' tlie vicious enul na. i

struggle; by reaching ni ,c.ule u
with the Kutrnte povvei ml v.
throwing the moral and u i k

of our country on tti.. side w .1
Interests lie: by bievklng weh
ers who have so l,ii.. !

I of our people and w.10 dill il 11

Thus vve should gam the I

tloa as our Mends. With t .

I form the nucleus of a leagu- - '
'whlch should have the pow.r
rate from the process of te-- i

evolution tlie iuijui ue f f..
them we roald form au enii

' should safeguard our po t l.(
1 . 1. - ..

j
est io tin, e s'iii.i , r
our picsiige, inane :ri"i,is we "
ly need beieafter, liasie'i
war, lay the found. itions lor r
practlcul league of peiiet, '.f . ,,
future safety and I uresis ,11 .1 ,

stand tii lu the upon tl-- . ide
let!i ve In. Hi nti-.t.-

Washinc.to.s-- , December !:

SAILORMEN'S STRIPES.

Itegarillng I lie I'r.l
form Insignia Corrected.

To t:ik Kpitoi: 1.,' Tin: si e 1

was painfully surprised a' a
Thk Sun leplcte with 111 . - "

as to the rating badyes and d
Ing marks worn bv the enl '.
our naval cstabhsli-ne- - r
correct tho mot slui'.mc t

and to furnish Inf.ir.ii.r... .

tiustwortby chaia. to: .

Chevrons are laid w ';i c
down, not up. as stated

"Landsman" does not :' .. n.
going abilities of the in.ie .1 f.1

but Is the lowest rating f .1

artificer branch of the i.,v.
and cortesponds with t iat ..' .1 e

seaman in the seaman h
There Is no grade of r 1

In our nav, nor are am i . t.
seamen entitled to the 1. . I'
which are peculiar to the ii.

, line and the Hrlt'sh 11 m
j Aspiring and ambitum- - pe" " -

who become warrant ofll e
the somewhat doubtful pr: !. '

' Ing with the "Junior u" .

I wardroom" for two most ,e.v
sons: first, they are memiie
nrate mess of warrant oill.ers
tho Junior otTlcers arc ,, fit
In the wardroom as tlie s p . n

the cabin.
Ignorance of the debit's r'

organization is al'.ijc r
able in the lay publi. . but p.-

a puivejnr of what sb 1' I l

Information. r
New York, Dcicmhr. '

j

j TRAPPING THE SPARROW

j Safer Thnn Miontlnc. for Ibdli llu
mans nnd Song lllnl-- .

, To thk Kditor of Tin; Si
New Jersey Audubon s..i. ic e

right In opposing an !: g s'
shooting week." for bo. ,v
say, few people can tell
sparrow, particular!) the f.
s native sparrow, unless fun .1

It closely. And tlm Unci
the wiliest of birds. H.ivmg '
shot at ho is nlwnjs after on - '.1

Furthermore, he is r.neh n e

fields or mi) wlum aw.iv r r r
vicinity of houses, barns. ,

Ac. In such pl.ii cs oelv pi
and mature Judgment s ...
to use a gun.

We have for two oa
Kngllsh spnrtow trap on t

tho satisfaction of loiownu
It accomplished we have If,'
count. In lair, thole wi c
Kngllsh sparrow, and n
J?a, Now and thi n a
has been caught and li.e.

Instead of being over
dirty pest, our bird l u .

occupied all suniiuo.
wrens, a delight both t . r "

Grkat HAnni.sc.T0N, Mass, Pe

Impending Tragedy lu Father
Jurisdiction.

To Tilt KpitorocThk Si n
who depend on Insurance age
medicine companies, grp. e
and other philanthropists f..i
will bo disappointed tins o.ir
creased cost of paper l i,tu
nesa men to refrain from ,1

these costly ailvertlseiuen's
Their wir

ler January 1, when we ih.i
to gazo at the walls of our
not be reminded tlmt futui
Is patiently waiting to h.

the Insuiance agi
around fir h 3 v
lection.

The hlsli cost of paper is
bearable.

New York, December 16,
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