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Thli GoTetoment.
In numerous discussions of Presi-

dent Wilson's project for n league
of nations In which the United States
shall pledge Itself to fight for the n

of war such sentences as the
subjoined filial place:

"Difficulties Involving the continuance
f what was regarded as a fixed and

Mttled policy of the United States are
already appearing In connection with the
willingness of this Government to' enter

world league to prevent future wars."

The "willingness of this Government
to enter a world league to prevent
future wars" has never been recorded.
The United States has never com-

mitted Itself to npprovul of the sug-

gestion. The making 'of alliances Is
not the function of the Executive
nlonc; they can be creuted only by
treaty, and the treaty making power
Is as much the Sennte's as the Presi-
dent's. No pledge to n foreign nation
given by the Executive alone can be
binding on this country, nnd the Hen-at- e

on numerous occasions has re-

fused Its sanction to Executive enter
prises, which In consequence of those
refusals huve come to nothing.

The Executive Department does not
yet constitute the entire Government
Of the United States.

The Uncounted Calories.
Few know food values, lament the

food sharps. These wise men regard
with sorrow, If not with ulnrm, the
Inability or unwillingness of the pub
lie to delve Into the scientific side of
domestic economy. Even the doctor
Biay not know why he Is eating
what he cats, for in a report made by
a committee of famous food scientists
we rend :

"it Is regrettable that the acIenlMe

data regarding food and diet are known
only to a narrow circle. The public at
large, and. Indeed, many physicians are
but 111 supplied with this knowledge and
maer accordingly." s

As part proof of Its abortions, the
committee "demonstrated that $0.77
worth of raw oysters, producing 2,500
calorics, could be equalled In heat
energy by the more humble home
made oyster pie or fried oysters, cost
lnc re.MovtIvely 57 and 77 cents." Wc
are liicliued to believe that an oppo
sltlou party, If one existed, could af
ford to let the case go to the people
on this very demonstration. Did ever
a hungry man order $0.77 worth of
oysters If there wns anything else to
be hud? As for the fried oysters we
fancy, without having counted calo-

ries, that 15 cents worth of baked
lieuns would supply ns much heat,
more Joy nnd hardly a worse attack
of Indigestion.

AVc will agree with the scientists
that mankind Is slow to keep up with
them. It Is hard enough to count
collars, let alone, calories. The chil-
dren of Aiim forget whether the
proteld is more advantageous thau
the carbohydrate. They engulf tho
pumpkin pic without having taken it
apart In the laboratory. They spear
and devour tho fried potato, heedless
of Its low character. And yet, as
Herman Mens once sagely said, many
of our grandfathers lived beyond their
Infancy.

It must be that there Is a wire be-

tween the Innards and the brain und
the message that goes over It says, "I
want what I want and I know It
when tho eye sees It." This Is truu
not of man alone, but of all animals.
Consider the dog: Ho swallows his
beef at a gulp, but he chews n choco-
late drop ns If he were at n matinee.
Why? Certainly It Is not Instinct, for
his ancestors did not cut bonbons. Hut
lie knows.

Until the great hour of humnn uni-
formity arrives, each mnn will eat
that which his chemistry, as Jack
Lo.nikin called It, demnuds; assum-
ing, nf course, that his wife knows
how to cook It.

Defence of a Pork Grab.
nepresentutlvn Frank Ci.aiik of

Florida defends the sirk laden pub
lie building bill, saying that as the
United States can borrow money ut 3

jt cent. It Is good business for the
Government to borrow largo sums mid
erect Mist oillces at every crossroads,
At present Go eminent buildings are
going up nil out tho country at the
ruto of one every four days.

Uow fur does Mr. Ci.aiik'h defence
extenuate the sVoIIpu Hems In his
bill now iHMidliiK? Examination has
Known that It does not Justify miiny
of the appropriations.

Tr example, It is pointed out that

''V

the first Item authorizes the cxpen- -

dlture of $45,000 for n slto and build- -

Ing nt Algona, Iown. The populutlon
of this town Is 2,008, postot receipts
are $15,210 nnnuully, and the post
otllcc there Is housed nt it rental of
$S00 n year. Now 3 per cent, on
$45,000 Is $1,350, or $550 more than
the rent paid. This takes no ac-

count of several thousands of dollars
which must be spent annually to main-

tain the Government building; an
to which the Government Is

not put In rented quarters, lly Mr.

Ciark'h own test Algona could not
ask for a site and building costing
over $20,007. Three per cent, on that
sum would cost the Government $800,
an equivalent of the present rental.

The items which similarly riddle
Mr. Ci.ahk'h defence of the bill are
Innumerable. Mr. Clamc has a second
line of liitrenchment. He Insists that
the bill merely utithorl7.es maximum
expenditures. As it Washington des-

patch to the Evening l'ott says. Mr.
Ci.abk "refers, politely, to the pres
ent jsilley of the Treasury Depart
ment to reduce Midi exendltures for
Government buildings despite the Dis-

position of Congress. In the Inst two
fiscal years the Treasury Department
has saved the public jmcketbook on
an average $1,500,000 by refusing to
buy property offered nt the price fixed
by Congress or by refusing to let bids
which ate up the bulk of Congres
sional appropriation."

Could President Wilson only have
bestirred himself to work ns effec-

tively for an executive budget as he
did for other ImiKirtanl measures the
Treusury might not Iw fuclng n deficit
of possibly $300,000,000, nnd the Sec
retary of the Treasury might not
have been obliged to warn Congress
that In the wasteful erection of Gov-

ernment buildings it Is incurring an
nual charges which the Government
may soon be unable to bear.

Dig. Brothers, Dig.
The resemblance of this city to a

mining camp grows greater every
winter. The pride of New Yorkers In

their excavations is not less than that
of the ltonmus. Foreigners pay much
attention to our skyscrapers. New
Yorkers merely pick their way over
accumulated hills of odorous subsur
face, or watch with fascinated eyes
the latest process of quarrying In
Union Square.

It will never be necessary to dig
out New York as I'onie!l was laid
bare. Were nil Manhattan to le del
ttged by it volcano the inhabitants
would proceed to dig their way to nlr
and go about their work, merely re.
marking to each other that the town
looked about ns usual. There would
be some grumbling over the work ot
the Street Cleaning Deimrtnient.

The task of building subways Is
likely to go on for so many genera
tions In this city nnd to Involve so
many upheavals that It sometimes
seems as If It would 1k easier to roof
over our streets and make a new
ground level one story higher. Hut
to do this would deprive ns of the
greatest pleasure known to children
and wen digging.

Dlieate Germs In Books.
The recent epidemic of Infantile

paralysis has Intensified the unwholf
some dreuil of disease germs with
which the public mind has long been
obsessed. The health authorities are
endeavoring to educate the public In

the matter of cleanliness, which Is

Inimical to the propagation of the--e

germs. Ablution of the hands before
eating has been esieclally Insisted
tiwn In this propaganda. A similar
cleansing after soiling of the bauds
needs not to be emphasized. Vnfor
tunntely the majority of people do
not realize the Importance of these
simple precautions, while on the other
hand there are many persons with
whom disease germs are a bete noir,
They see death and sickness lurking
everywhere, and like the "thief who
sees a policeman behind every bush,'
they live in constant apprehension of
germs. To tncsc timid iiiumminis a
recent article In the Journal of the
American Medical Association on
"Hacterin on Paper Money and Hooks'
may bring comfort.

The Sun has endeavored to pre
sent only the most reliable scientific
aspect of the subject of germ ills
eases, because the uunl hasty goner
ullzatlons of science und baseless as
sertlons which continually aptear In

print under the guise of scientific nu
thorlty sooner or later redound to the
discredit of real progress. An un
warranted scepticism Is aroused am
(he distrust of an obvious misstate-
ment unconsciously becomes magni-

fied into n reactionary indifference
to the better contributions of scien-
tific men. The championship of hulf
or conjectured truths inevitably acts
In the course of time ns n barrier to
the very objects which are sought In
public reforms, for in the end truth
always prevails.

Some years ago Tub St'N called at-

tention to the erroneous Idea thut
tuberculosis muy be contracted by
persons using the telephone mouth
piece which has been used by many
others. Wo showed that the

of Great Hrllaln bad
the mouthpieces on the telephones
under his control examined hacterlo-logicall-

with the result of no dis-

ease germs being discovered upon
them. The .Inunml comments upon
the popular opinion of a few years
ago that the handling of soiled paper
money was extremely dangerous on
account of the bacteria thut may o

to It. The fact Is that bank tel-

lers do not share this aversion, nor
do they present evidence of excep
tional liability to Infectious diseases.
It has been imslttwly usccrtnlncd and
publlsluil In the J'onuar Kcicnve
Monthly that paper noney cpnitl- -

tutes nn unimportant factor in the
transmission of disease. While clean
paper money satisfies our aesthetic
sense, it has not been proved that
soiled money Is likely to become a
medium of disease transmission.

With regard to lKoks, it Is the cus
tom to disinfect them, when soiled,
by exposure to sunlight nnd air, but
It Is a fact that the hygienic labora-
tory of Johns Hopkins has not found
germs of diphtheria, for Instance, on
books coming from homes in which
children had been suffering from this
disease. The fact is that the ma
jority of bacteria found on books are
the same as those fouud in atmos-
pheric nlr, and that the colon bac-

terium, which Is frequently found on
the bands of school children, has
rarely been found on the books they
handle. There Is renlly no material
risk Involved In the reissue of books
recently read by consumptives, unless
the books are obviously soiled, nnd
even then the risks arc very slight.
Since, however, bacteria like the ty
phoid and diphtheria organism have
been occasionally discovered on arti
ficially Infected books, there may be
good reason for subjecting all re
turned books to direct sunlight be
fore redistribution.

Practically the danger from soiled
money nnd books Is no more obvious
than the dnnger from the mouthpiece
of the telephone.

Asleep Hlnee the Marne.
A case alike Interesting to doctors

and laymen N that of a French sol
dier, described by Professor Vkrc.er
of Bordeaux, who has been asleep
since the battle of the Marne.

In the twenty-seve- n months since
that tremendous struggle the soldier
has not awakened. Ills eyelids arc
closed, his respiration regular, his
pulse rapid. Dr. Yertjeb says :

"He is sensitive to excitement, such
stimulation provoking a weak defence,
without, however, Interrupting his sleep."

The case Is believed to be one of
hysterical lethargy. In the period of
duration, the sensitiveness to excite
ment, the weak defence, the continu-
ous sleep, this description might well
apply to the symptoms not only of one
French soldier but of nu unprepared
nation of more than a hundred mill- -

Ion jieoplc, asleep since the battle of
tho Marue.

Armed Merchant Hhlpi.
In the view of Lord Charles Her- -

Ksioitn, the activity of the German
cruiser submarines has made Eng-

land's Importing of food and raw ma
terials a question "of unparalleled
gravity." He advocates the nrmlng
of merchant ships with cans both
fore nnd aft to resist capture and
even to attack submarines. "There
may be," he says, "diplomatic diffi

culties connected with the arming of
merchant vessels for attack, but
surely these difficulties could be eas-

ily surmounted." Evidently the Hrlt- -

ish Government, Judging from tin In

timation that the larger Hrltlsh
liners ure to make Hullfax, Instead of
New York, their port of call on tbN
side of tho Atlantic, does not agree
with the Admiral that diplomatic
difficulties could be "easily sur
mounted."

Secretary Lansinu on April 27,
1010, published a memorandum to
define the position of the United
Stutes with regard to armed mer
chant vessels in neutral ports and on
the high seas. Prior to that date, on
January 13, the United States Gov-

ernment had permitted the Italian
liner GlusepiM Verdi to sail from New
York with two guus mounted
nft, on the understandlngthat they
should be used only for defence und
not to attack n submarine while the
liner was being wurnod. Mr. Ln-sinh'- s

memorandum, ndmlts the right
of enemy merchant ships "to arm for
the purioso of und
he says that "a merchantman en-

titled to exercise the right of
muy do so when certain

of attack by an enemy warship, other-
wise the exercise of the right would
be so restricted us to render It Inef-

fectual."
Obviously the Initiative in attack

may be taken by the armed merchant
man, ns Mr. Lansinu understands the
rules of warfare sanctioned by Inter
national law. Hut no stress need be
laid upon the words "certain of at'
tack" In the paragraph last quoted
Consider the relation of. this state-
ment, "tho only means of avoiding
loss Is by flight or successful resist
ance," to the following: "if the
hostile chnracter of the property Is
known the belligerent warship may
seize the property without exercising
the right of visit and search, which
Is solely for tho purpose of obtaining
knowledge ns to the character of the
projierty."

Mr. Lansing's Interpretations Jus
tlfy a German submarine commander
In torpedoing without preliminaries,
except duo warning and opportunity
for escape of crew und passengers;
und also Justify the merchant ship

I captain In anticipating "capture" by
iittacklug the submarine. "An armed
merchant vessel on the high seas," to
quote one of his headings, presents
no great difficulty; but what about
un armed merchant vessel in neutral
ports? With u gun aft shn Is nrmed
"for tho purpose of
as tho Italian liner was. Doubtless
the ruling would be different If she
curried a gun at the Iniw also. Mr.
Lansinu In the following statement
seems to havo anticipated tho new
Hrltlsh policy:

"Armed merchantmen of belligerent
nationality under a commission or or
ders of their government to use

their armament for aggreiilva purposes
rs not entitled to thrum

hospitality In neutral ports a peace-

able armed merchantman."

Lord Chari.es Drrgsford Is there-
fore unduly optimistic when he thinks
that diplomacy can smooth the way
for the merchantman specially armed
for attack. The Drltlsu Government
seems to have no illusions. An awk-

ward question does intrude, however.
It Is this: Will the German Im-

perial Government agree with Secre-

tary IjANbinu that there Is any dif-

ference between what he terms
"pcaceuble armed merchantmen" nnd
merchantmen nrmed for aggressive
purposes? Ills memorandum permits
the former to enjoy the hospitality of
our ports, and sanctions armed re-

sistance to capture. The Germans
have practically given notice that
"lcaceable armed merchantmen" arc
to lie treated as warships. Vigorous
renewul of "submarine warfare"
would therefore endanger the dis-

tinction which Mr. Lansing makes
In his memorandum nnd could hardly
full to provoke complications.

Travellers from Cuba report that It
Ik "n lieohlvo of prosperity." In the
winter season Havana can always 1m

so described, American tourists fur-
nishing most of the honey.

A Brooklyn woman has Just cele-

brated her 105th birthday. Longevity
notes from that borough arc always
In order. It Is tho city of great dis-

tances and tonic silences.

The Department of Water Supply
expects to turn the Catsklll water Into
the city mains on April 1, thus In
creasing tho pressure In a number of
districts. tlointeholders have been
warned to look to the plumbing In
their homes and preparn it to meet
the demands made on It. The ex-
pense In many cases will be heavy:
In some districts tho pressure will lie
raised from ten to thirty pounds. The
New Year will open ausplciobsly for
the plumbers; they can afford to cole
brate Its arrival with open pocket
books.

Oerniany will never allow Russia to
poaseis Constantinople, but Is ready to
negotiate with Turkey and Itusela an ar-
rangement permitting lluaslan warship
and merchantmen to navigate the straits.

Cologne Gazette.
The concession would not be heard

with patience by Ilussla, for lYemler
Titcporr hus announced an agreement
of her nines that she should enter Into
possession of Constantinople In the
event of victory.

Now that the holiday greeting cards
are nearly ull dlHHsed of It may not
be considered unkind to suggest that
one new fashion in cheer by mall Is
a pest. 'We refer to the little piece
of pasteboard, about the size of a
visiting card, enclosed in an envelope
Just big enough to hold it. It Is un
handy for the sender, who requires
tho aid of micrography to crowd the
address Into the space. It must be a
nuisance In the post office where the
stamping Is done by hand. Hut the
letter carrier suffers most. The nils
slve is hard to sort, hard to hold in a
bundle, hard to road, with Its small
writing all postmarked over, and hard
to pick out of the bag or the bundle
with cold, gloved hands. Economy In
paper Is to bo encouraged, but the
freak greeting Is a painful form of it

hiuxkinridm: I.ONO, the young St,
--ouIh lawyer who is to be made As.

slstant Secretary of State, has never
tilled tho trump of fame, but a contri
button of J5.0U0 to tho Wilson cam
paign fund spoke eloquently In bis
favor.

Mr. Wilson r the only singing Presi
dent the country has had since tho
civil war. If Giiant, Hates, Uhfiku,
AHTHL'a, Cleveland, Harhison, McKin- -

.kt, Hooskvelt or Takt lifted up their
voices In carols or glees the country
never heard of It.

The seconds of Deputy Aihuen
Vekkr and Captain Charles Tissbtre
havo prevented a duel between the two
gentlemen by ruling that an encounter
would be unpatriotic In time of war.
Why not in time of peace, when the
principle that the State bus a right to
the service of every citizen Is being
Insisted upon?

HohtoN. Dec. 24. The refusal nf rail
roads and street rallwas to permit In
toxicated persons to ride y led to
nu unusually large number of drunken
men being detained by the police, with
turkeys and other Christmas dinner fix-

ings. Dctpatch to the ucuspnprri.
And this after a record vote in

favor of license!

An English farmer, who testified in
license hearing, said that ho "was

In the, habit of giving a quart of beer
to the cows after calving, nnd that ho
also gave them a pint of whiskey oc-

casionally." If deprived of these bev-
erages tho stock would suffer, he said.
Heer for calving Is comprehensible, If
a revelation of Hrltlsh dairy methods.
Hut a pint of whiskey for a cow Is not
easily seen through, l'orhaps It was a
cow so .stimulated that Jumped over
the moon,

la the World Ha Wlckedt
To tni KDiion or Tub Sts .Sir: Sup- -

poe all evangelists begin the new year by
telltnr repentant ulnnrre thut onlK retltu- -

tlon ran wlpn out their trankgreiitoni,
Kuppote all ehurchfoera resolve to make
amend- - (or their trannsresslonn.

Think of the thousand! of dollars that
would be returned to their rightful nwn-er-

all the Just debts that would be paid,
all the lies that would be retracted, all the
wrongs that would be redressed,

It would mean a foretasto of the mlllen.
nlum. It. O. S.

licalt.v, N. Y December 25.

The (ireat Adienture.
Hurled from tho peak of Jove

With a roar like the crHrk of doom
Shoots the hurtling hulk of a fiery bulk

And the lanes of apace make room.

T.lkr a witch astride her stick,
Venomous, snarllnc, blind,

Tl" flung "hero the chart of (led Is hung
And Its flamo hair floats behind,

In the glow of a hell lit way
It speeds like a mad thought sped.

While the waves of space that It spurns
apace

nrulsa Its undlvlnlng head.

And nlnii)s the comet flies
Through the Ileitis nf the endless miles,

While a million years are as winging fears.
Or as hope's wan afterwhlles.

And always lis way Ilea dark
In tha name of Its raging stress,

lis tall la a dream that bares the schem-e-
Hut Its heuil Is nothingness,

O fate to filch our tears,
O destiny tipped with Rail'

For the question flies where the answer llei

Nr smi ar katwa at sill
, OUKj I XatUM.

MR. WILSON'S NOTE.

Some Cltliens' Opinions pt the Admin
istration's Statesmanship.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: H
seems to me that American public opln
Ion should express Itself Instantly and
overwhelmingly so that England, France
Ilussla and proud Japan need not feel
that tho American people have so far
lost their senses ns the news front the
United States would seem to Indicate.
Putting the opening of mall on a parity
with the sinking of American citizens
In torpedoed ships Is characteristic of
the lack of balance that has ulwny, j

attended the administration of the Jcf- -

fersonlan doctrines.
Raymond Si'ears.

Little Falls, December 23.

Semocratle Secretaries,
To the Editor or The Hcn Sir; It

la Inconceivable that any Republican
Secretary ot State could have made the
Inexcusable blunder which lies at the
door of Secretary Itnslng In his state
ment that this country was on the verge
of war, thereby precipitating a liquida
tion of stocks of such magnitude as
tho country lias hardly ever hccn before
ami bringing ruin to thousands of men

nd women.
Is It true, as has often been charged.

that the Democratic party Is destitute of
such diplomatic ability as the position
of Secretary of State calls for?

First wc have Uryau, who made bis
great otllcc ridiculous In the eyes of
the world. Next Lansing, with his In
discreet tongue, and whose greatest ser
vice to tho country now would be to
band In his resignation. Hut who next?
Is thete any next, bearing the brand
of Democracy, capable of occupying the
position of Secretary of State?

What a relief If I'rofldeut Wilson
would so far sink pal lisanhli as to
offer the silUm ti Kllhii Knot,

New York, December 23. M. T. It.

The Fart of Fairness and WMom.
To the Editor op The St'N .Sir: Car-

rying out the plan which sho has prac-
tised consistently since the days ot
Frederick the Great and has preached
through her Treltschkes nnd llernhardls,
Germany In this war has attacked, the
Entente with the aim ot conquering her
neighbors and annexing their land while
protesting that they are attacking her.
In view of her past practice and preach-
ing we know that her present pretence
that she Is now dRhtlng to prevent being
attached again Is false, and t know
that this same claim on the part of the
Entente Is true.

Is Mr. Lmslug fair when he says
that both sides make tho same claim
and thus suggests ilouht as to whether
Germany Is the attacker or the

?
The attacked Entente Is now flshtlng

to prevent In the only way known being
again attacked, Wo have stood by nnd
failed to help the attacked against tho
attacker. Mr. Lansing now asks tho
attacked to cease flghting to prevent
later attacks because she Is Inconve-
niencing us. Is that fair?

On n pollceless tslet the lifelong bully
attacks a neighbor who struggles to
prevent another attack. A bystander,
who has refused to nid the attacked
while enriching himself from the strug-
gle, says "Stop your attempt to pie.
vent that bully attacking you again, be-

cause, you bother me." Is that fair'1
And Is It wise when the attacked alone

stands between the bystander nnd his
eventual despoilment by tho bully, as
the Entente's effort alone stands lietween
us and our later overthrow by Germany
In case she emerges victorious from this
war uikjii her path of world domllia
lion" Henry Marion Howe.

llEDronn HILLS, December 23.

Kalserthum lit the White llou-- e.

To the Editor or Tun Scn Mr; Are
wc to hide our faces In shame for our-

selves and our country because we hae
a "Kaiser" acting as President of those
United States? Is he superior to the
law of the land?

Why lo we send Conqressincn .mil
Senators to Washington? Are they our
representatives or do they Jui-- t go thete
to give their oIoh to pass the measures
this "Kaiser" thinks will make his name
famoiLs on history's page?

Must our representatives stand hack
of this "Kaiser" when called upon by
him to do so after he has sent notes
to other Governments without consult-In- g

them" Why dues our "Kaiser"
write notes and ilcclaie them to be the
American people's sentiment when he
knows not whether they arc or not?

New York, December 25. X,

A Look Ahead.

To tub Editor of The Scn -- .sir:
submit that:

The European war will come to an end
somo day.

The I.usltanla ease will still he un-

settled nt that time.
We shall still be "unprepared,"
We had better "hold the thought"

that wo nrc ton proud to light; c shall
have to have "some excuse,

.1. s, Jones.
New York, December 25.

The Measure of (ireatness,
Hi the Editor op The St'N Mr.- The

1'iesldent deseives the gratitude, of nil
the liberal thinking people of tho world.
As Bertram! llussell says, he has per
formed an act "greater than Lincoln's."

Jtii.tt's ljKMir Cohen.
New York, December 25.

Meddling In Europe's Politics,

To tub Editor of' The Scn Nlr: The
President should know what secret di
plomacy and meddling In European poll- -

tics vvlll bring to tho United States, as
ho condemns Madison, In tho "History
of tho American rcoplc," for tho sumo
hlng he Is doing, and be says that tho

muddling and secret diplomacy of Madi
son brought on the war of 1S12.

S. f, lllt.VCET,

Newark, N. J., Dcvcmlwr 25.

Hectors' Pny.

To tii k Editor or The Sun .sir: Tho
Insinuation made by one of your cor-
respondents that tho poor pay heavily
for charitable services rendered in hos
pitals by furnishing expeilence lo the
doctors is unworthy ot consideration.

The most unselllsh and unstinted uoik
done by doctors Is among those In the
charity wards of the hospitals, wheie
their rovvard Is measured in tho coin of
the heart, not in that of the realm.

The debtors' Jail, tin) laws regulating
usury and the laws ngnlnsl forestalling
wero not called Into existence by pine-tlee- s

of medical men. They revoked
practices that wore once considered legltl-mat- e

by "business" men.
John V, Davin, M. d.

New York, December 25.

When 1'roperly llrlten,
Kn!rlir The cnmel cannot ps through

the needle's c)e,
liocker Uul the relndtai bv no trouble

letting through.

TWELVE NUISANCES.

Tho Man Who Crosses Hit Legs la
Public Itanks Hecoaa.

To the KniToii of The Sun Sir; Tour
ffforls to suppress tho man who crosses
bis legs In public to he annoyance of
his nclglilxirsj ore highly commendable,
hut t fear they are from the start
doomed to failure. Like the poor, this
man we have always with us.

When Mio last righteous man and
woman Uhiii the earth are patiently
but wearledly brushing away the last
determined fly that Is buzzing about her
noso and l.ls bald .head, outside the door,
ready to get in their fine work upon
them as they Ihmuc forth (and even be-

fore they Issue forth), wilt be found this
hardy, graceless crew:

t. Tho man who walks upon the Wrong
side of the sidewalk.

2. The man who crosses his legs In
public.

3. The man who throw banana peels
upon tho sidewalk nnd In the street

i. The man who smokes In the pres-ene- o

of women.
6. The woman who doesn't take her

plarc In line.
G. The man who opens and shuts win-

dows.
7. The man who whispers.
S. The iirmn who coughs and drowns

the parson's saw.
t. The man who ntands In the way of

others.
10. The man who slaps you on the

luck.
11. Tho man h a mania for telling

funny stories.
12. The man who growls If you look

at him.
And a few others.
Supjiose you .try a little easier reform
say, the elimination of Bryan from

politics. Charles Hooper.
Seattle, Wash.. December 21.

FROM THE LIPS OF SCHURZ.

A Protest Against a Patrhed Up Peace
That Itetains Its Timeliness.

To the Editor or The Scn Sir: For
the benefit of Urynnltes unconscious of
their llryanlsin. and for those who pre-

fer the dovo of peace to the American
eagle, would you kindly print the en
closed remarks of Carl Schurz?

They were uttered as a warning
against a patched up peace and as an
answer to the efforts of the desperate
Confederates a few months before the
euricniler at Appomattox. The extracts
are taken from the famous speech de-

livered at the Brooklyn Academy of
Music, October ,

WooPBiilDar. Ill LET.
I'ul'un keepsie, December 25.

"Yes, Inct edible ns It may seem to all
w ho are not Initiated Into tho mysteries
of American politics, the Idea Is seri-

ously entertained to entry out that third
line of policy of which 1 spoke before
to Invite the slave power back Into the
national organization, offering to It that
supieme and absolute control of our na-

tional concerns without which It cannot
Insure its permanency in the Union; nnd,
adroitly enough, this programme has
been condensed Into a single euphonious
sentence which Is well apt to serve its
the campaign cry of u party. It Is this:
'The Union must be restoreil as It was.
Itestore the Union as It nasi'

"Did ou ever hear of n great war
that left a country In the same condi-

tion In which it had found It? Did you
ever hear of :i gieat revolution which
left the political and social relations of
the contending parties as they had been
before the struggle? And there are vision-aile- s

who believe that relations which
lested upon mutual confidence can be re-

stored when that coulldeuce has been
drowned In u sea of blood. Do ou really
think you can ever restore the con'ildetice
a it was- - between two companions
one of whom has beua detected in an at-
tempt to toll and minder the other In
his sleep '

"l'or our opponents, It seem, history
has no Intelligible vulce, We have unly
to shake hands with tho lelsds and the
p.il Is blotted out. We have only to
net us If nothing had happened and all
will be as It was Define something did
ballpen This Is their promise, 1 appeal
to the people. If your leaders promised

ou to ti vlve all thoe fallen In battle
and to gutter up tho blood split on so
many Holds and to Infuse It into the
veins of the restu reeled, the. piestimptlon
upon jour credulity could not be more
extravagant.

"Are ou so devoid of pride, are you
so completely without t, ns to
penult so gios an Imposition to bo pre
sented to j ou, as If joti were capjhln
of being flapped by It? Will joii suffer
them to Insult your undeislnndlng and
to stamp Vii ns Incoiilgible fools with
Impunit.v .' This, Indeed, is one of the
cases In which we do not know what to
admit e most the towering Impudence
of the Impustnts or the uiif.ithnm.ible
stupidity of the victims. I.ot those who
go into the open trap of the Jugglers
glory in llie reputation of the folly. Hut
a man of sense cannot permit himself to
be gulled by so trnurp.ttout an absurdity
without despising himself. I call upon
you to .vindicate the fair fame of the
Americans as an Intelligent people."

TRADE BRIEFS.

ull will tie ucd as fuel on the puotuo
lives or the Northern ll.tlln.iy In 1'i.ita
Ilk. i. It will lie supplied by an Aiuerlcun
coiporaUou flout lit Ms In Mexico.

India's Indigo acreage for 1 0 tl- - 7 Is es
timated ut il'J.tiisi acres. H2 per cent, more
than was sown laM e,ir.

Plough ate needed In Italy. There Is
at present an eci ptloii.il opportunity lo
Introduie American ngrli ultural lmplc
meats in the lountry.

A new Mte.tnikhlp line will be started
between Portugal and Ur.iHl. night ves-

sels taken over from ilennan owners by
Portugal will operate In the service,

Spanl'h dealers have asketl about Amer-
ican agricultural mniiiliier) . motor trucks
and louring ars.

Plans for the , stalillsliment of An elec-

tric lighting s)trm in llio city of Having,
l liln.i, are PeliiK dlseuoed. The plant will
liae a capacity of .'toon Limps.

Sleira Irene's ports of palm oil in
1ti5 nmoiinieil to 4sl,.",7n gallons, value,
ut .'.'.'., lot Most of this went to the
I'lilted Kingdom,

American wall paper Is popular In Scot
land.

A sulphite pulp mill, capable of putting
it ,",ni poo , .lis a year, Is brine built at

Kit r i litiai a. l'lul.iuil.
Oak staves ale In drnisud in Spain.
Coik, penknives, leather goods, pens.

w .iK ho, kid glne and optical and opera
glasses are w.intrd In Siberia.

The tnstnl'iitlon of a motor generator
et for chat glue storage batteries In San

.lose, Costa lllea, may open a new field
for American electtle automobiles.

Steamer servlee his been started be
twren San J Hi ii und Suulo Domingo and
lluytl. one Aiiirrliau tessel, the Marina,
U operating In the new service.

There U a market In Spain for mechani-
cal toys and not elites.

Cordage Is needed In Ihe Itrltbh West
In. lie..

I'ltioleuiu can b eMraet d from shale
In the lireen Uliir formation of north-- n

"stern Colorado by silhje. ting the eh.ilf
to destructive distillation It a estimated
that the brda will yklu twenty billion
iurres or cruris, on.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE WORLD'S
TRADE IN LEATHER.

All Raw Materials and Skilled Labor Are Difficult In Obtain In tiia

Time of Greatest Need for Them.

Of the leather consumed In the
United States) It may roughly be esti-

mated that about 70 or 75 per cent,
enters Into footwear, perhaps 10 per
cent. Into upholstery, predominantly of
automobiles; perhaps 10 per cent. Into
the belting of machinery and other
mechanism of manufacturing, the re
mainder Into trunks, travelling bags,
pocketbooks, gloves and Into the finer
artistic leather products.

The consumption ot leather in
which everybody Is concerned Is of
that In shoes. The animals whose
flesh Is most suitable for meat produce
the hide that are most largely made
Into leather. Although meat has be-

come less of a necessity In the diet of
every day, virtually every person has
his feet encased In leather during
waking hours. That Increase? and dif-
fusion of the human race in the United
States and Its persistent onslaught
upon the fond animal, which have
caused a diminishing per capita con-
sumption of meat, have brought it
about that not enough hides and skins
ara grown In this country to meet the
demand of Its people for shoes.

The uppers of shoes are made prin-
cipally of kid, the vamps of shoes for
women of kid, of those for men of
calfskin, and the soles arc made of
the hide of the cow, the bull or the
steer.

Kid Is made of the skin of the goat.
There are comparatively few goats
raised n the United States. They
abound In portions of Europe, espe-
cially in Spain; In South America, In
India, China nnd Australia, In many
of these countries their milk Is ot the
drink and their flesh of the food of the
Inhabitants, but their skins are shipped
to the more advanced nations to be
tanned for conversion Into shoes and
gloves. The greater proportion of these
kins have been Imported Into the

United States, where they have been
tanned both for consumption In the
United State and to be reexported for
manufacture in Europe.

For many years prior to the war the
United Statesj produced only about half
the calfskins transformed Into leather
In Its tanneries; tho remaining half
vas Imported largely from Europe und

especially from Hussla, where more of
veal Is eaten nnd tanneries arc few.

The hides of which solo leather Is
made are obtained In large quantities
from the packing houses of this coun-
try, and they are also Imported In large
quantities from South America, from
the far East, from Africa and from
India.

The Importation of hides, the thick
covering of the heavy animal, and of
skins, the covering of the lighter ani-
mal, has of course been greater In a
time of prosperity than In a time of
depression, In the months Immed-
iately preceding the war the industries
of the United States were not nourish-
ing. Throughout the country shoes
were being patched and half soled,
worn until they were worn out. (Ircat
stocks of leather hail accumulated in
the warehouses, Competition of other
countries hail become very effective.
The tanners of Canada were extending
sales In the United States, and those of
Germany were active In marketing
their wares, especially the finer grades
of calfskin In the nianufactute of
which they excel. Not long after the
outbreak nf the conflict In Eutopi-
cs me the demand of the warring na
tions that rapidly depleted the stocks
uf leather In his country, l'or the
millions of soldiers .shoes were needed
that could be worn on the march, In
the trench and In the assault. Tho
supply had often to lm replenished use

a pair of shoes seldom endures
the rough wear of the Infantryman
longer than thirty days; It often bap-pen- s

that ho needs two pairs In this
time. After obtaining footwear for
their armies for nearly a year from tlio
United States the Allies determined to
mamif.iortirei It within their own con- -

Hniu. Kncbind nrohlldted the exnor- - i

tathm of hides from her colonies to
other tluui Kncllsli uorts. Thereupon I

the hides of Canada. India and Alts- -

tralla went to (Ireat Hrltnln. which also
competed vigorously for the hides of
thn Artrintlii. lint rven veil I oil th s.

'Me.it llell.ile, 1m lusnn .ihllen.l In nil.
tain large Importations of leather from
the United States. Tills country has
been unable to obtain anything like
enough kid and calfskin to meet the
rising demand, (lerinany, perceiving
the. imiK.rrnnro of conserving Its sun.
nlv of cattlf. set an example In pro.
htl.m.in-tl,- lillllnrr nf whleh has
. i -- .i e .i. i.iii..POOH (UllOWt'U nv uviici in unr oviok- -
eront nations I

Their demand for the products of I

tho United States brought unwonted j

prosperity to this country. A rising
and extraordinary demand for leather
for consumption in this country rol -

lowed In Its wake. The phenomenal I

ARTILLERY HONORS.

Ilhoile Island's llattery A Proclaims
Its Superiority.

To Tiir. Em Ton or Thk Scn sir; The
letter of Capt. E. H. Itlchardaon of
Hattery A, Mass. A,, clouds tho tru ,

'

ranking of the militia Held artillery bat-

teries. Hattery A of Itliode Island wan
ranked fit si by the War Department re
cently, with a total of :3,!im'i points.
Hattery A of Iloston wns oulrated by
over S.nOO points.

During the period of service tiring at
El l'aso, in which the Massachusetts and
Ithodu Island batteries took part lit the
same battalion, Ithodo Island outshot
the Massachusetts batteries, and as the
Ithode Island battery is the only Held ar-

tillery organization lu the United Stales,
either mllltl.i or icgular, that ever pulled
out nu lb" road with a complelo icgula- -

tlon ninu section battery, full.v hoised
and manned. It Is plain that Hattery A

of Rhode Island Is superior to any Held
artillery Massachusetts enn show.

Iloth Massachusetts and Rhode Island

knowledge of horses, and
wwklna- - knowledge of the gun.

C, E, Adams,
Private, Hattery A, R. I, I. A,

Pawti'ckkt, It. I., December 23.

Making an Arlsona Soela! success.

tht Kingman Minmil Wrtilli
imik ball given at 1h Klks Thea-

tre Saturday night by the members of Uie
tasrliall club vas a tuecesaful aff.itr hi
every way It ivas necessary for Deputy
Shi riff Harney to beat up or thrie
of the enllemeti In attendance, the trio
hnvhic liquored up lo a point "lim-
it was dincult for to maintain their
equilibrium.

expansion in the miinutnctuic of ante,
mobiles meant a phenomenal In. t

ill Use of leather. Tho rapid wear.
Ing out of appliances consequent upon
the running of mills nlubt and illy
and tho erection of new mills com-
pelled tho consumption of leatln r ni
never before In provision of the ls'.
Ing that trnnsmlts the power of th
stationary engine to the mnlilnc.
There was the necessity for icpleni.
Ing tho nhocs that had been Worn b.
yond repair. When every ha,
found employment wages bail t

rise nnd money to become plentiful;
everybody bought now shoes nnd df.
fercnt kinds of shoes.

Un top of all this canto the f i limn
of short skirts for women, which
brought the wealing of shoes with hlsh
tops. A good part of the a'liiitioi
that women had given to their head,
gear came to be devoted to tbrlr foot
gear. They have required shoes ot
one color to match a gown of tint
color and shoos of another culm to
match a gown of that color Just ut ti.
time when goatskins have become ol.
talnablo only In diminished qii.tutltlr,
calfskins no longer procurable from
Europe nnd the dyes needed to gue
upticrs the desired colois cannot be
Imported from tlerittany.

The European demand for buthtr
due to the war has octed as n mighty
suction, drawing bides nnd skins ftnm
other countries und tanned leather
from the United States lu implore-dente- d

quantities;. I Seen use of the d-
iminishing supply In relation to the di- -

mnml for consumption in the I idled
Stutes soles of shoes havo bent made
In larger measure of leather fiom the
hide of the horse, and this has Is en
used to an extent In the vamps. Tin re
has been an extending use for vamps of
the thicker nnd heavier leather made
of tho hides uf cattle, and to nu in-

creasing degree calf has been Used in- -

stead of kid for uppers. The shin of
the sheep Is also being used not only
for the facing of shoes hut in many
cases for tho uppers, notwithstanding;
Its lack of durability. The wan ing na
tions, moreover, are using the skin of

sheen with tho wool on In costs
made ior the wear of those soldiers
Therefore it Is that sheepskin for
ladies' purses and other delicate ar-

ticles of use and ornament Is scarce
There Is no reason to wonder that

leather for high grade sImcs, which
two years ago with illtlltully found a
market at 3r cents a pound. I not
now forthcoming In desired qtrititltios
nt 75 cents u pound; that leather of
every kind has advanced in price from
50 per cent, to 200 pir cent. It Is no
wonder that many kind- - of leather are
not to bo had here at any prl o lb k

skin made of lite hide of the do i .s

more frequently used, a id Iigatot
skin, so lung nut of vou.ii' is toin tu
In again. Manufacturers are cons.der- -

Ing the use of cloth insK.id of leather
for the uppers of cheaper shoes.

Even the ilistiirbnni e in Mex.
has had Its effect in diminish!!

of iilgskiu for trunks, i.and
bags and other iirtlc.es of list'
durability. Although the b

fancy grades of pigskin am fiom tl'
pig of England that Is e.ircfu y prr
tected from Kirb wire fences an l othi
sources of damage to Ills cna' t

pigskin of commeice ns ti i lie t n

that of the domestic annua1 W
our larnyaid pig is hided the bt -

are removed, but tin- - skip ,i tn

pnnies ham and side of ban n to the
retail market and even to t ie tab!-Th-

pigskin of cotnmei e s nia
the hide of the vvial ntuiitil t'

lias no chnnre to put all bis let t In
trough at once, but struggles l.rii
istence In the faFtnesses of Me. o

Tho leather industry has been '
nlcted with other of the tni-mlr- thn
have affected nil of our ir.d'istr'es P

'those last two cnis Hides an
leather and leather priid iits lta
been delayed lu transit necaiise or i"
shortage of cars und the
tho railroads at tunes havo btet
obliged to place upon shipments. T
operation of the tanneries has -

hindered by the luck of laborcis ihf
have been attracted tn the liutnlt.oi
factories that have nirorcd c immnn
Illlior Higher Wages ttlilll Ill.lll Mill '"

Workmen WCCO WOllt til lii'llvO. T'
skilled foremen of the tannines lave
remained nt their work wilt trapr
aide steadiness, but the men v n

ill.. .timet in .iiiiilvhiir t.i t.ie h 'es

the tannic add that pi events- putre
faction. Ill the seinping awav of hn

and bristles and in the npplli ation c

tlio oil that makes thelll smooth .1

till 1,1 a linvo become a shifting 'rt

The time of need fur the gni'i- -

supply of leather and the
clllcloticy In Us iu..iinr..u no r
coincided with ,i lel.ilnei.v dm u'
Ing supply and n illnim.shiiig eill. lor

1" us iuiiiiuchoii
I.OHVN ! .M' l'i l sos

BROOMS FOR THE DEVILS

Enlightened l.llhuaiilati Treatment "I

a ('harm Mdler.
I'ntut imi.'jiM

HlNliH A M TON, N. V ''
bets of a Militiaman socioi ii ating t

their members are oii-- 'a I'v l

lug In number, nn.te.l th.
"pilot, the sell, r ot .1. i .
those people lie w .s

, there for four d.n - Ibn .. I '

j pestled prudent, did urn go t l

III" bl.ispheimi s iiiU Hi, gvo
called Lithuanian went t.i i.Me-- i to h
Hecaiise the number of his audn n e

so small the biisii,. ss was v,r
could not get tuini'i i in it i, so he
.mother deVli e lo net n om out of i

people, lie took a fl li nd alii w

from house to house tillering to s t

devil to them
"'hen tile) enleili l one n.isv

fered lo a lady tho .I. v Is
begged them lo s.i down w t

tciulid to go to hi ing h, r nion.
'.nne out oi no

' "lid his cnmi
land rushed iiwnv ihi.nm'i
'Tho door was too n.ui.'u t ,r i ,,

now the Lithuanians oi' .oir u
to call all si In. ."in- - 'he i

the ilcv lis and dev II - ...

May the Atiieii.an Ui. v

kind of m in - tha is.',i in
does not believe 111 liod. I' it In

lu silpet simmis; hi1.; to pi
soiii,, Ignorant l.iilui.u.i i s tii.c
f.U'llltv over i, sn ,is ' -- i

'
v

some w mull ', - H i,
keep line i n - i .

for a cm i,t n i of
rtcvll.s Mould ti iM'ih out'
olcs,

outranked any New York battery In w" moisted i n. -

qualified expert Hint class and second''1 spi Inkier to smiiKl. t

gcther with the -- ell.. ,t.whichclass gunners, ranking Includes a
material

From
The

two

been
them

the

one

the


