N.Y. GIRL MOTHER
T0 BLIND SOLDIERS

Miss Esther Root Writes Pa-
thetie Story of Suffer-
ing in Paris, ’

Is

NEEDED BADLY

HELY

The Poor of Franee in a Pitia-
ble Condition, Mer
Report.

Maring sidelights on the desolation
of stricken France are vividly given In
s letter just recelved by Mre, Charles
T Root of 108 Weat Ninety-second sirest
from her daughter, Miss Esther Roet,
who for several months has been deing
reilef work In Parle.

Among depandent and «ndsarably poer
women and thelr bables and wounded
and tlind soldiers, Miss Root has besn
workir, carrying warmth, sustenance
and clothing where befors had been
ailly hearths, hunger and near naked.
In spite of the desolation gayety
struggles against pathos In her letter,
a reflection of the apirit of thoss among
whem #he bas been working. As she

t

Every Little Wil Help.

No contribution 1s too small to help
among whom an old skirt in fair
cendition may enable soms woman (o
& job and live comfortably without
r Ald; where §1 will provide a
furnished room decently clean for a
week for & mother and half a dosen 11l
fed children ; where & last year's overs
coat would hup warm a hoy who car.
ried tuberculosls away from the wet
trenches where he lowt his eyeaight,

"Awful lttle rooms, dens of darke-
neet and disease, can be found (only
secasionally, pralse be) for three francs
:.mk ":rlln !llln Root, “but 1 can't

Wler ) MW one yesterday—
& mother and two little girls live thers,
4nd It wax about the mise of the cabin
I our motor boat, but made the latter
Beert vast and alry by comparison.
With the prices of food and coal high,
and constantly soaring, the poor people
an just make out their rent and
't cannot buy clothes. Shoes are 30
fraties and up.

With our help, however, man "
poor families can gat along lhn’; would
atherwise be deatitute. Sometimes we.
Eive w @irl m sult which will enable her
16 present hierwolf for a far better poal.
t.r:.m than she could hope to obtain in

R
"Sometimes boys can 0 to school If
ey have wurm -new shoes, a black
Apron and an overcomt, when without
thein they would slay ut home and shiver

lletesws.  Warm, strong clothing not
¥ Eves a new leasa to health but to
life s & whole, You should mee the
Httle girls when [ give them a halr rib-
bot or a diems for their doll, If they

Yo One.

Ao hellove

In trimmings svan
for i most  wretched, especlally |
they're kide. The other day we had &
little angel of leas than two, & amall
refugee from Rhaims, with its (ather
nd mother  Her ears wore plerced and
sipparted tiny earrings, When in this
Wartime any one had the time and in
climtion to plerce that child's ears In
one on me!"

Miss oot mives detalls of some visite
#he har made In the poverty stricken
Ratien. The floor of one hoeme occupled
by Ttumsiun family was fAlled with

fags, roal dust, food and other litter.
The plun was cleaned up and the de-
slred luyette wan sent 1o it, An & spacial
luxury some taleum powder marked
"poudre de rig” (rlee powder) was sent.
After tha happy event one of the

worsers revinited the place to find the
mather bolling the talecum powder with
Water 10 s smucepan. Bhe thought the
Hes n it proved that it was & food for
the baby, tor she had never seen talcum

fare,
Cares for the Blind,

Ming Itoot describes ax her “pet Indoor
port” Nitting out the blind, which is one
of ihe hig branches of the work., After

the -blind  soldlern have recuperated
ramentiaut In a4 hospltal they are sent
AWy, n-ul‘!l\ to the country, to learn a
trade or 1o rejoin their families, Their |
"‘-"l\ry clothes mre taken from them

rad the most they recelve In the poorest
kil of civlilan clothes, That s when
The Ntydent Atsliers Reunions steps In
o 2've thein decent elothen,

"Ome boy, 24 years old, was wounded
' the leg and dragged himself along the
ground hinlf conscioux to find he was
Arageing himeelf toward the Cerman
franches " she writes. ‘At this point he
Wun Mruck ugain and his eyes put out.

He luy between the trenches under fire
for days, unconscious most of the time
ard feigning death the resl. Hy a
miricle he escapsd being killed. Was
pleket up and taken to a hospital; han
becn there six months and in now start-
fg okt to learn a trade—in the dark
ve ta do what 1 can for them.

"The blind soldiers are always Inter-
exted to know what thelr new clothes

ook like. ‘It in of what color, madame?
Dark brown,' 1 say, ‘snd 1 will glve
ou u brown and white tle! ‘Ah, how

chie | will then ba!" One of his com-

aides would nudge him and may: °I
world ke to have sayes Lo see you now,
cld fellow; In it true that you are juat |
ROIng to he marvied™  Then they 'augh |
and thank me ‘milie fols' and rhake
Vands and wish me good luck. Some-

mevl wylk down the street with them
L them wlong, | admire Uhelr
viale and tell them that the passersby
lnoking at them, &c. We do hl.\f.
A times—but there it snds"
Mirs Hool I8 now inarraine flnd'
ey o several filleuls (godsonn),
towhie 1% only acting so until ahe can
I uthers to adopt them. Thase wre
oly waldiers In the trenches, without
vy or friends to write 10" tham eor
them  Hitle packnges of luzuries
coh nngnth, "1 heard of one boy the
iwr day whn wam the only ens In
reigimerit who never got anything,
triedl o go mway by himself when
knew it wan time for the mall to
e | oadopted him lke a swhot” she
willum
Hhe v willing to continue the labor
" earing for these godsons, the letier
Witing In French, and to make up the
I hagrs of dalnties each month, but
#le would like to find people In this
wintey to pay the expsnse, which s
¥ 7 u month or upward,
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PLEASE CHILDREN

Special Holiday Bill in Cohan
& Harris Theatre for
Little Folk.

OLD FAVORITES APPEAR

Red Riding Hood, Captain
Kidd and Daredevil Dick
, Help Entertain.

Important note: This is for children !
Their eflers are warned that It does not
concern them. Tt In about people from
atory books, which, of courss, do not In-
terest grownupe.

Little Red Riding Hood, Captaln Kidd
the “pirut,” Darsdevil Dick the Indian

fAghter, and the Wisard of Oz have come |

to 1fe and have stepped out of the col-
ored pleture Bonks right here In New
York. They, logether with a beautiful
bareback rider and a clown from the
clrcus, are In the Cohan & llarris
Theatre in the afterncons during the
holldaya.

their children friends

They are In & play called “Merry
Christmas, Daddy!" which Is about a
little boy who didn't have any mother
and whose father did not belleve |n
Christmas. They came to keep the boy
from being lonesoms at Christmas time.
Mlﬂl Dick first roped and tied the

'l‘ll.. Wisard of Oz by his maglc made
a Christmas tree and Captain Kidd had
plenty of presents in his treasure chest
Everybody did & "stunl’ for the lonely
boy, who had a wonderful time, bhut the
best part of all was that his father
changed his mind about Christmas and
filled the boy's stockings with all kinds
of pressnts besides. It Is & groal play
o take a fellow's father to if he does
not belleve in Christmas. Arthur Le
Vien yua the little boy He did not look to
be more than eight ysars old, going on
nine. Otta Kruger played the part of
his father i the play.

There I8 another play about w littln
mirl who met a burglar one night in her
father's house. Rhe was not afratd and
#he did not soream because her father
had told her that burglare are not all
bad and would not hurt lttle mirls if
they were treated peliteiy Editha—
that was the little girl's name—talked
to the burglar and found that he waes
not & bad wort of fellow. He only lacked
advantages. When her faither came in
unexpectedly und caugbii the burglar she |
persunded him Lo offer the poor fellow a
Jobh and give him a chance

Little Gipl Cried.

Thers was a little girl in the audience
yesterday who was not ar brave as
Bditha and she cried when they turned
off the lighta and the burglar came In
the windew with his Nashlight.
Relsn, whose father sings In the Metro- |
politan Opara House, was the lttle girl
who was not afrald of the dark and of
burglars, and Otto Krumer In this play
was the burglar. “Editha's Burglar' s
not & new play and was first seen whet
some folke' fathers and mothers were
bays and girla

There s another play called “The
Travelling Man,” but it i= not as good ax
the other two. Maoat of the children und
& lot of the grown people did not under-
stand it. It was probably intended to be
allegorioal, but little children do not
even know what that means,

‘PARSIFAL' ON NEW YEAR'S DAY i

Misa Farrar Will Slng at Twe PFer-
fermanoers Next Week.

Gersldine Farrar, who has already
made her motlon plcture entry Ingp
New York, will rejoin the Metropolitan
Opera Company for the rest of the sea-

son next Monday evening, when she will |

sppear in the title role of “Madama
Butterfly.," Miss Farrar will sing agnin
on Firday evening In "Carmen” with
Caruso.

“Pareifal’ will be given again on New
Year's day, beginning at 1 o'clock,
“Parsifal” alway® begins promptly, In
spite of the sceptical psopls who doubt
it, and who consequently not only mine
part of the overture, but Inaist on spoil-
ing it for otherm by coming In Iate,

“La Boheme'' at popular prices will be

iven on Baturday evening of next week.
m Eimbalist, violinist, will play at
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ODD LITTLE PLAYS - I3 & smarers =22 NEW HAVEN ROAD

Hageman. Alice
Hohlagel will ain

Imxmn and Carl
or Operas next
week will be “11 ton“ on Wednes-
day evening, “Das Rheingold”" on Thurs-
sy evening, "La Traviata" at the Bat-
uniay matines and “Aldn" next Tues.
day evening In the Aoademy of Music
in Hrooklyn.

NEW THEATRE LIIOUIGID

Ruak and .l.ninvn te Build
West Forty-eighth Stireet.
And wtill they come—the announce-
ments of naw thealres—the latest being

drews, theatrical producers of 1482
Broadway, will bulld In West Forty-
elghth mtreet, adjoining the Cort The-
alre on the west and facing the Play-
houss across the street. The plans have
beein parsagd by the Bullding Department
and work will begin In March,

The new theatre will ba & lttle lean
than medium nised, seating only 880,
which ls only a trifle Inrger than the now
popular type of little theatre. The aln-
Kie balcony It will contain will ba the
differentiating factor,

The architecture will be of the mod-
ern French Renninsance school, The ex-
terior will be of face brick trimmed with
limestone. The main entrance doors
| will be of drawn copper and plate glass,

The equipment, It la announced, will
be entirely modern and complete and the
construction reenforced oconcrele, oh-
abling the builders to sliminate all col-
Iumru which might obstruct the view,

THE IIWI OPENS.

| New Vaadeville 'I'huun on
Upper West flde.

In apite of the anposition of Owscan
Hammersatein and others, the now River-
nide Theatre. formerly conducted by
Willinm Fox., was opensd to the public
an a vaudeville theatre on Christinas hy
R F. Kelth. The large audience, which
recelved the fine hill enthusisstically,
| showed that there i« & demand for a
high class vaudeville thealre In this
nelghborhood

i the long programme wers Hock
and White, Melvillle Ellis and Irene
Bordonl, Ceell Cunningham and a simi-
lar supply of well knowi vaudeville me-
tors, 1If the Riverside Theatre continuen
as well ax It started there should be no
doubt of (e enduring success,

PLAYS AND ?I.AY'II!

e ——— =

|
dr.luhu Ur(.;nr-.rk -l11Ja|ns' at ,!h- Hippo-
ome Sumnday evening Bnusry
| Annatte  Kellermann, clad m vhilfen and
fern leaves. made her fArst appeirance be-
fore the wsereen pince her  picture
Ilnnn'hlrr nl the Gods’ has been running st
Theaire westerday morning al
-1 mll.nu for children
l'nlnnn this week st the Hippadrome (s
danan the Deacember''  slemtion  fram
| Tullalln-u‘,'l “Dallet of the Seasons’’ s 8
| Christmas (eature
Margaret lilington has uuuﬂ 1 |ll’ll time
eontract  with the Las
fArst_soreen play will e © -
by Haml King, dramstized by Channing Pel.
| 1ok, 10 be followsd by & pmnlu m-m.u
| 1!'09 her by Charies Henpon, auithar of “"Nind-
ing
Clyde Righy is giving the Century Girle »
| apecinl course 11 how to hamdle Columbus
Circle "mashers ' sl it I8 something of »
deparure 'h-ul the well known silent con
templ meth
Flanche Merrill has 'bnn mnnluxome te

|

write the muse and “Dance and
| Grow  Thin” the mxgl:l ow in the
Cocoanut Grave on e tury

| Creighton Hale of the motion um.um =il

malu l'w ﬂ'lrulllal juverile role in h

he new Comstovk Ellioth wmusieal

1"hl next  production st the Manhaitan

"a'.-'r”"" will be mw vlary 'm"l\u
~

lu gk ok nﬂ w:;nu é..
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n
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‘u surcess.  Rohearsals be-

unwnn
lau mrrd
I w0, who seceitly purchased
" }'ram- theatrical interesin in New
'I'mll. Announces & new musical mmnd; b
Frank Stammers snd  Jarold Orlob :
name has nol been selected

Jupe Cowl has written & new play, “Lilae
Time" with Jane Murfin, which has been
avepted by Selwyn Co. for immediate
prowfucting,

Gamblers A" in deference 1o
Arthurs oening an New Year's eveni
! be given for the first time st the Muxine
gl' \0tL Theatre at the matines on New Yoar's

‘The Classroom™ is the lalest sddition of
meotal roome st the Century Theatre
& rendezvous for ool adunies, and has
two dn-lunmlcru cal) e Alumne' snd
o wmnl

| Te Enterialn Employees.

John MeE. Bowman, president of the
Biltmore und the Manhatian hotels, will
be hoat this afternoon and to-njght to
3.000 employees of the hotels al & dance
and entertainment and children's earni-
val. Terrace Garden has been decorated
for the occamlon with reasonal blossomns
and American fags. The children wil|
hold swuy In the afternoon. Vaudaville
stiars have been angaged for the evening,
After their programme s completed
dancing will hegin,
orchestra of wixty pleces will play,

h

ome and, by merely

Pianists.
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GETS SEYERE JOLT

Mass, Public Serviee Commis-
slon Finds Fault With
Company.

TOLD TO DO BETTER|

Lack of Motive Power One of
the Chief Troubles
of the Line.

Boarox, Dec. 20 —Pamenger nservice
on the liner of the New York, New
Haven and Hariford Rallread in this
Btate (s criticised seversly by the Pub.
lic Bervice Commission In a reporlt made
public to-night. The company I8 or-
dered to furniay monthly statements to

the commission, showing In detall each |

dolny of five or more minutes in pan-
senger trains upon all divisions in this
Htate, together with the reasons there-

for, and also s statement ahowing,the
slatus of plana for the improvement of |

the passenger sarvice,

Lack of adequate motive power In
glven by the commiasion as the chief
outstanding, causa for !rain  delayn
Other causes \gned by the commix-
slon sre: The discontinuance of & num-
ber of passenger traine resulting in in-
creased loads on engines Incapable of
performing the tuska imposed upon them
when weathepy vonditions are unfavora-
bla; the heavy and sudden Increase \n
freight traflie ; the shoriage of coal, due
to increassd industrial activity, nnd dis-
turbance In water lransportation con«
ditions ; unusual storma during the win-
ter of 191614, and the heavy Increass in
the parcel post business,

Commenting on & statement miile be-
fore the comminslon by Preaident How-
ard Elliott that the railroad should be
permitted 1o  increuss (ta  passenger
rates, tha comminsion wtatas that It s
the duty of the rallroad to furnish reas.
onable and adequate service and that it
larger revenues were necessary to per-

form this duty, the railroad should file a |

patitlon e permispion to increass its
fares. The repart states that no such
petition has Leen presented,

In reviewing the condition of the Taiis |

road, the commission kays: “The flnans
wl troubles of the New Haven come
pany have been chiefly due to the invest-
ment of huge amounts of ecapliial
wastelul prices (n the securitien of other
companies.

“The commission recommends that the
rallroad convert its present tentative and
somawhat uncertaln plans into & def-
| nite and comprehenaive programme of
action to be inithated al whee, avold
further delay in placing its orders for
new motive power and equipment and
Kive evidence of a momewhat more ig.
orous oversight over ths movement of
ite passenger tralne than has hitherto
seemed to exist

Testifying in the Federal Disirict
Court to-day on the question of making
permanent the temporary recelvership
of the Hoston and Maine Hallroad Henry
B Day. a director and VFederal trustee
of the lloston and Maine stock owned
by thn New York, New Haven and Jart.
ford Hailroad, expressed the opinion
that even If the recelvershipy wus re.
moved und the present rate of earnings
kept up, the rosd would not bb in a
pasition to pay
thres vears, Mr
trouble with the road was that «iis
lowned line system wam wrong in prin.
ciple.

MAIL KEYS LEAD TO PRISON,

Arothers Alleged to Have Stolem '

2100,000 Rent To Elmira.

Burraro, Dec, 26.—Richard and Frank |

Chapin, brothers, who were nrruml
three weeks ago charged with wy stemat e
robbery of the United Suates malls
pleaded guilty in tha Federal Distriet

Court to~lay to a charge of lllegul pos-
Hichard |

senslon of mall pouch keve
was sentenced to sixteen months n the

Eimira Reformatory and Frank was wen-

tenced to Elmira for fifteen months

Federal oMcers sald tha Chapina' ol

leged thefis from the mallp amounted to |
more than $100,000, much of which n..n.
which they de-|

In negotinble
slroyed.

paper,
Jewelry and  other

) their home,

—the most wonderful musical instru-
ment the world has ever known.

Here is a piano you never dreamed possible,
a piano that reproduces the playing of the
great pianists perfectly. A Godowsky, a Hof-
mann, & Bauer plays a great maste
never played it before. The Am
it exactly and preserves it for all time, so that
ou may sit within the comforts of your own
ressin
your drawlng room filled wit
music of Master Musicians, played by

All the music of the world is o &e
co will play for you with an art so
at all thought of its being a repro-
duction will be lost. You will be conscious
only of the tenderness, the strength, the pas-
sion of thls musician, playing for you alone.

The Ideal Investment
for Your Chriatmu Money

Hur the Ampica before you buy
ly Demonatrations ln’tnhc Amp

KNAB

WAREROOMS ' 5th Ave.
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Myvidendn for at leawt '
Day testifed that the !

articles |
Huny Natay and his | worth more than 310,000 were found in
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|SREXS WAR PROFITS IN A SUTT.

Poleo Wanis Al-lﬁlnnlnn of
Teccl Eslate to Give Up Papers,
Florindo B Polo af 95 Bouth Tenth

COMMUNITY CHORUS
SINGS ‘THE MESSIAH’

Continued from Firal Page.

afrald
| ming !
Well, that poor enthuslast nearly
Purned  himself  Innide out trying te
| charm a volos Into self-conmaious old
Father Knickerbooker, but It wasn't  ing te mere than $30,000, which nrose
| much use, Toward the end of the third | gut of the sale of war =upplies, are now
imong the audience did Yose & Bit of Its | gus the Arm. The administrators, Albin |
--mmm and ralmed quite a volume of | Bmith npd James Pasile, have many el"
| the Airm's orders Lyt refuse to miva them '

| uut sad to relate, though Mr. Barn- |
hart declared that he never heard a l

of singing off the key Just
of munitions to the Alllan Polo asseris |
that he wan Toccl's partner until the lat-
ter's death on July 37,

Ha chilma that commissions amount- i

up, according to his statements * The
| administrators make a general denial
crowd alng off the key, individual mem- .
itwn of that crowd proved that they e
were n need of his teachings.
| booby prise ought to ba given to the
huge man up In tha gallery who kept
| breaking on a high note, all off the
il-u-a and then throwing an appealing
look to the persons whose sardriums he
was smashing. while he uttersd the une |
TimsRER Y romment
,.”""" ma, 1 got that too high, didn't
The svening ended after the "Amen
;:wru.-" and “Nearer, My dod, 1o
e

ARN MURDOCK AT LIBERTY.

Actirens Admite She Mas Left Frok |
man Mamagement.

Ann Murdock #onfirmed last night the

roport that she has left the Frohman

Conltomell In (’l“.‘l’ Alter
Gireeer la tiravely Wounded.

After a fight In a grecery siore at 13
Oliver sireet yestardny. John Costo, the
proprietor, wuas laken to Volunt How- |
pital with atab wounds over his heart al-
maost certaln to cause death, and Lasarus
Conltemell, 18 years, of 28 Howery, was
lockad up on susplcion of felonlous as-
sault,

In Cositemell's clothea wan found a lat-
ter addreassd to Willlam Rockefeller, 'n
which Oosltemell sald he was hare us the
reprasgniative of the Oreak tlnwmmoul
| and 1n guest of money. Magisirate Me- !
Iﬂunllo In the Tomba police court hald him |
without ball

management. Nhe atates that mha han

not decided whether she will mooept o f i
motion ploture contruet. which will 1ake Th '\- subscrlp-
-ov:rnl mn':uhs rf her time, or sign » LOI‘ & T fion to a
cantruot whicl Hh 1 i
S h:u eh Lee wbert has offered : M m nl.gaz”“b 18

1 oregrer " ahe sald * that |t has been

a good New Year's pres-

necessary to take this step. but I have

! hrrn!nol l:' al.l"nrlcl'ml with the choiee || €1T. M’z L”C. Th
of plays My myman haws -
Ing for ine, .\nil‘un: ('n.n‘ t::ndm:yl W“H" Ww ﬂl\d Tk

Eratitude (o the late Charlen Frohman.
ar my.lovally te the present Frohman
organization.  Nevertheless 1 fesl per-
fectly Justified In taking this step.
Misa Murdock first stiracted the at-
tention of Mr. Frohman when she was
pinying in "A Palr of Sixen™ He took

Garden Magatine, if you
ask us, from our point of
view are the best. We
take subscriptions for all

!;.. r .w:y from llf :;‘l rr-ro and placed periodicnls.

wr under one o 4 verbal long term

vontracts.  Hince his death she has ap- Chdunsed by

peared but Nitle on the stage, which Is Mﬂ] P“G & C’”Pl'ﬂy

the cause of her complaint i
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street, Brooklyn, brouskht an action in
the Surrogate's Court yestarday to have |
administrators of (he estate of Fran- |
cesco Toccl, who conducted a brokerage |
" business at 330 Lafayette astreet, turn
over to him papera concerning the wale |

TIFFANY & Co.

MARQUISE AND
EMERALD Cut DIAMONDS
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