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An Attempt to Tic the Senate to the
Tall or the President's Kite.

Tho Hitchcock resolution, for the
passage of which hy tho Sennto the
Administration hna shown Itself so
anxious, "approves and strongly In-

dorses the notion taken by the Presi-

dent In sending tho diplomatic notes
of December 18 to the nations now en-

gaged In war, suggesting nnd rceom-mendin- g

that those nations state the
terms upon which peace might bo dis-

cussed."
It will at once appear to the close

observer that this Is n hterllc form
of npprovnl or indorsement. It seems
to bo Intentionally so phrased as to
give tho Impression that the Senate Is

formally ratifying the sentiment ex-

pressed or the promises made by the
Executive In his communication to the
Governments at war.

Yet an analysis of the language of
the resolution shows that nil It doct?
Is to npprove nud Indorse the "action"
of tho rresldcnt In sending tho notes;
not to approve and Indorse the peelflc
contents of those notes. Tho distinc-
tion may seem metaphysical, but It is
Important.

There was only one sentlnieut or
proposal or pledge In the President's
note which concerned the Senate of the
United States as a coordinate 'depart-
ment of tho Government. With the
exception of that single proposal or
pledge the Senate has 110 more to do
with the President's recent overtures
to tho belligerents than it has to do
with the reply of the Allies to the
overtures of tho Central Powers. The
Senate may express approvttl or dis-
approval of the President's action in
sending the notes, It may record its
Indorsement or repudiation of the sen-

timents expressed In these commun-
ications; but In m doing the Senate Is
merely exercising Its broad right to
register nn opinion on any subject
whatever; not performing n prescribed
nnd clearly defined function devolving
upon it as u part of our system of
government. A Senate resolution (ap-

proving and Indorsing Mr. Wilson's
action in sending such notes nnd mak-
ing such suggestions means no more
In the strict governmental sense than
would a Senate resolution commend-
ing similar netlon and similar sug-
gestions by Mr. IIkyan or Mr. jAcon
II. Sciurp or Eliot of
Hnrvnrd or any private citizen.

But the case. Is different when we
come to this passage In Mr. Wilson's
note dated December IS and published
on December 21 :

"In the measures to be taken to se-

cure --tho future peaco of the world the
people and Government of the United
States are as vitally and as directly In-

terested as the Governments now at
war. They stand ready, and even eager,
to cooperate In tho accomplishment of

these ends when tho war Is over with
every Influence and resourco at their
command."

If this means nuythlng it is a defi-

nite pledge in the name of the people
nnd Government of tho United States
to participate to tho full extent of Its
moral nnd physical resources in n fu-

ture leaguo or 'international iollce
system designed to enforce peace,
safeguard tho Independence of cer-

tain European nntlons and guarantee
the Integrity of certain European
frontiers.

In an editorial nrtlclo which was
mndo part of Tuesday's proceedings
of tho Senate, The Sun tried to show-tha- t

this means tho nbnndonment of
tho Monroo Doctrine, formally de-

clared by our delegates at The Hague
ns tho expression of our traditional
policy with respect to participation
In the nffalrs of Europenn politics and
ulso of our traditional attitude to-

ward purely American questions. If
Mr. Wilson's noto to the belligerents
wero of Itself valid nnd effect lvo It
would annul tho declaration at The
Tfagtio and release the conventions
Jhero negotiated from the Monroe
Doctrine proviso or condition Imposed
upon thoso treaties by the constitu-
tional voto of the Sennto.

Of courso President Wilson has
no power to annul our treaties that
are conditioned upon the Monroe
Doctrine. He has no power to com-

mit the peoplo and tho Government to
so complete u reversal of tho tradi-
tional pe'ley f tho United States.
Ho is probably as conscious of this
act as are his friends In tho Senate.

It is possible that his anxiety, and
theirs, for the adoption of some such
vnguo expression of approval as tho
Hitchcock resolution affords Is due
to tho feeling of uneasiness which
cnmM from a senso of promising
filings which Hits promisor cannot

produce. A little hacking from tho
Senate, oven If granted solely from
partisanship, would' be wcleomo at
tho White House Just now.

It seems piojcr to cull the atten-
tion of the President, mid of tho pro-
moters of the Indorsing or npprobit-liv- e

resolution, to tho circumstance
that wiint is required to give validity
to the President's plan to engage the
United States In an international
league to enforce peace and guaran-
tee territorial limits on both sides of
the ocean Is not merely a majority
voto In tho Semite, but a two-third- s

voto of the Senators present.
Nothing short of that can annul a

treaty declaration or mnko n new
treaty engagement. Nothing short of
that has anything of more than aca-
demic interest with regard to the

toward the Monroo Doctrine
which Mr. Wilson has precipitately
nnd, as wc believe, without proper
consideration assumed.

Wo venture to soy that under no
circumstances now easily conceivable
could President Wilson ever obtain
in tho Scnato of tho United States a
two-third- s voto In favor of conclud-
ing a treaty engagement to send
Amerlcnn troops to help enforce
pence In tho Balkans or to invito
German or Jnpancso troops to help
In enforcing peace In Mexico, Nicara-
gua or Venezuela.

Such attempts, therefore, as this to
attach by a mere plurality vote of the
Scnato the appearance of sanction to
11 volunteered pledge of the President's
which actually requires a two-third- s

voto to ratify need not excite serious
apprehension in tho mind of nny Sen-
ator, however It may exasperate the
sense of propriety.

All this is entirely opart from tho
question of the motives nnd .merits of
tho President's tentatlvo of Decem-
ber 18, or Its manifest good effects
In bringing to tho minds of the peo-

plo of Gcrmnny a fuller realization
of the steadfast purpose animating
their allied adversaries and the hope-
lessness in the long run of their own
Immense sacrifices, nt the call of dy-

nastic interests.

Finances First.
Nono of the other matters brought

to the attention of the Legislature in
Governor Whitman's nnnual message
approaches in importance the finan-
cial system and practice of tho State.
This Is vital. Without Intelligent re-

form nnd the ndoptlou of business
methods we cannot undertake new
projects, or even maintain the en-

terprises to which the State N al-

ready committed.
Unconsciously the Governor Illus-

trates the shocking condition that now
exists when he points out that last
year the Legislature, by umending the
workmen's compensation lnw, made
It compulsory on the State to secure
compensation to its employees In-

jured In Its service, nnd then neg-

lected to provide funds for the pur-
pose. Thus tho lawmakers bowed to
the humane impulse of the times, but
failed to do the practical thing their
action Indicated. Here the peoplo of
New York have an admirable speci-
men of the manner In which transac-
tions of great Importance have been
mishandled in the past, and will be
In the futuro unless nn enlightened
form of budget and an npproved plan
of legislation are adopted.

A step In tho right direction wns
tnken last year. What was done then
will serve us a basis on which to
build. Tho extension of the scheme
will provide for full publicity of pro-

posed appropriations and of estimates
of revenues; for the orderly discus-
sion of nil allowances, old and new,
and for the education of the public
as to tho purposes for which their
money is expended. Until those from
whose pockets the income of the State
Is taken know for what It Is speht
there will be no substantial advance
in administration.

Reflections of -. Fork I.oter.
The total of tho sums appropriated

for the improvement of the .Missis-slpp- l

Itlver is given as $1.".0,71."-,(K)-0.

In the last forty years the river ton-

nage has declined to les than n tenth
of what It used to be.

Do they have pork barrels In Brazil
nnd nre these precious casks floated
down tho Amazon?

Is it true that whenever a Russian
from the provinces wnnts an ap-

propriation ho rises In the Duma nnd
sings tho touching "Song of the Volga
Boatmen"?

What nro the figures of appropria-
tions nnd tonnngo for the Congo?

If the Government owned tho rail-
roads would Congressman Si'AiiKiuiis
from Mlsslssourl get an appropriation
of ?.V),000 to build model houses for
the switchmen working in the yards
at Oklnbama; population, 1,17a?

General Pershing's Return.
General Peiishino's forces pene-

trated Mexico under n reasonable and
proper order of tho War Department
by the terms of which they were

to pursue the Columbus raid-
ers until the do facto Government
wns able to relievo thenvof the task,
ami In any event to regard their Job
as finished "as soon as Villa's hand
or bands nre known to bo broken up."
This order was supplemented by

outgivings of President Wil-
son, In which It was declared that dm
expedition was undertaken with the
"single object of capturing Villa and
putting an end to ills forays."

Within n month after Pkrniiinii
crossed tho border he might hnvebcen
recalled In conformity with the War
Department order. Villa's band was
broken up; Panciio was In hiding,
nnd tho punitive soldiers might have
returned to tho United Stnte.s, having
accomplished their formal object. Hut
Mr. Wilso.n'm pi'ocIiimatlcjjK about

1

I Villa Mood in tho way of this sensi
ble and honorable retirement. He had
dedicated tho nrmy to tho enpturo of
11 slnglo Individual, Just ns lie hod
previously asked Congress to pads n
resolution authorizing tho uso of tho
armed forces of tho nation against
another individual, find nothing would
do but the eoldlcrs must be kept in
Mexico, at the cost, of life and trea-
sure, in the hope that some miracle
of treachery or some dispensation of
Provldsnco would deliver that person
to them. Probnbly their presence lias
injured Caiiuanza; unquestionably It
has helped Villa, and beyond doubt
its lmpotcncy to accomplish what the
President said was Its single object
has contributed to tho loss of our
prcstlgo among Mexicans.

Now it is reported in Washington
that Pursuing is to bo ordered home,
at n tlmo when Villa. Is reestab-
lished nt the head of a considerable
following, nnd actively engaged In
raids against Carranha forces. Tho
Amerlcnn troops are to como home
without Villa, in splto of President
Wilson's repented definition of the
solo purpose of their expedition. As
we started nt Vera Cruz for a salute
for tho Hug, and did not get It, so wo
went Into Mexico for a bandit, nnd
did not get him; and if Mr. Wilson
can tell tho country what we gnlned
in cither case beyond suspicion, 111

will nnd contempt ho would confer a
great favor by so doing.

Senator Stone Vindicated.
Tho flcnlor Senator from Missouri

has had such n dcuco of a time de-

fending Mr. Wilson's adventures in
statesmanship that he, the Senator,
has lost his sense of humor some-
where between the White House and
tho Capitol. Otherwlso how can Mr.
Stone's ferocious attack upon the
editor of the Ottumwn, Iowa, Daily
Courier be accounted for?

Illslng to a question of personal
privilege, the Senator on Tuesday
characterized ns n loathsome example
of newspaper mendacity an Item in
tho Ottumwn journnl which stated
that up to 1 o'clock on a busy day In
Wall Street 2,000,000 shares had been
bought nnd sold, and that "of this
amount United States Senator Stonk
alone contributed shares."
Mr. Stone tore pawlon to tatters In
defending himself from the base Im-

plication that he had used hisKsltlou
as chairman of tho Foreign ltelatlous
Committee to take n tiler id Wall
Street. Mr. Cummins of Iown was
flabbergasted. He could but help-
lessly give his Ottumwa friend credit
for honorable intentions there must
have been n mistake. There wns, of
course. Any tyro could have put his
finger upon It.

Senator Horaic came to the rescue.
Examining the item, he saw at once
what the trouble was: Senator
Stonk had been confounded with the
great Steel Corporation, nnd the sen-

tence should hnve read : "Of this
amount United States Steel alone con-

tributed 571,000 shares."
Thus the reputations of two high

minded nud honorable men, William
Joel Stone and the Ottumwa editor,
were cleared of suspicion: tho Sena-
tor was dissociated from tho scandal
of n record breaking plunge In the
stock market, nnd the editor was
shown to be no assassin of character.
Hut which should apologize to the
other It is hard to say.

ir Brooklyn Dried Manhattan!
Governor Whitman's conversion to

the drys, which wns announced from
Washington in December, turns out
to be limited to advocacy of the local
option principle for cities, modified
by 11 warning that the State derives
an Important proportion of Its rev-
enues from liquor tux licenses issued
In large communities.

Wo cannot cnll this prohibition.
The smaller settlements In this Stntc
have had local option for years. Many
of them refuse to allow liquor to be
sold within their limits. Tho dllll-cult- y

In applying tho system In lnrger
towns Is obvious. In New York, for
example, whnt should be tho terri-
torial unit for consideration of tho
problem? Should It bo the whole
city? Or should each borough bo al-

lowed to decide tho qupstlon? Or
would smnller divisions cxerclso' the
privilege of welcoming or expelling
the Demon Rum?

Whnt would be the outcome of n
situation In which the Borough of
Churches sought to Impose a drought
on the Great White Way?

The Influence of Fear.
Tho idea that tho horrors nnd

shocks of fighting must give rise to
considerable unbalancing of mind
among those who nro so constantly
exposed has now been pronounced in-

correct In n discussion by German
military surgeons, who huo had op-

portunity for making largo observa-
tions on this subject. While fear may
produce various mental disturbances,
the normal brain Is said to bo quite
resistant to tho severe emotional Im

pacts Inflicted upon It during the sav-
age conflicts to which soldiers nro
dally subjected.

Professor Wii.manh of Heidelberg
nnd Professor E. Mkvih of Kiinlgs-ber- g

regard tho occurrence of mental
diseases on the tiring lluo as chiefly
duo to preexisting conditions which
have escaped attention. Tho former
expresses the astounding belief that
sufferers from nervous troubles duo
to warfare are more til for service at
the front than they would be nt home,
mid ho advises that they be not sent
to a base hospital, but bo retained In
a Held hospital, from which they can
easily be sent back to tho ranks or be
transferred to the handling of mu-

nitions. Sending' the men homo he re-

gards 11s placating the (limine and re-

tarding recovery.
Professor Mkykr ascertained that

of his 2,noi cases of mcntnl and varl
I
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mis disturbances occurring 011 the
firing Hue the mnjorlty had existed
prior to their service nt the front, and
In only rare Instances did wounds, in-

juries or Illness of any kind appear to
bo tho cause. When manifestations
wero similar to those found in civil
life Professor Meyer did not dis-

charge the men from military ser-
vice. So llrmly convinced Is lie of
tho correctness of thts ylcw that lie
concludes that there is no such dis-

ease entity ns a military or war psy-
chosis (disease of the mind), and
Unit persons uffectcd with these symp-
toms, caused by fear, nre more apt to
recover at the front than at home.

These findings are so much at vari-
ance with the popular Idea, and prob-
ably also wIUi the ideas of physlcluns
who have not had similar experience,'
that they command attention.

The Law as a Side Line.
The County Clerk of Manhattan

announces that In 1010 there were
41,037 actions brought in the Supreme
Court, or over 14 per cent, more thnn
In 1015. Whereupon many

persons remark that tho lawyers,
at nny rate, arc not enduring hard
times.

Maybe not, but ns there nre nt
least 10,000 lawyers in good standing
In Manhattan tho counsellors aver-
aged only about four cases apiece for
the wholo year.

As a matter of fact no business or
profession in this city Is moro over-

crowded Uinn tho law. Tho young
man who studies low In these days
is wise if he decides to utilize the
knowledge so ncqulred in earning n
livelihood outside of court.

If Germany cannot Impose peace on
tho Allies sho will Impose something
clso on Bumanhv.

Chairman Btonk of tho Senate Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs issued an
explanation yesterday of the attack
ho mndo Tuesday on tho State De-

partment's leaklness. Mr. Stone ap-
pears to bo nn apt pupil In the Presi-
dential school of diplomacy.

"Adamson of Georgia," says a Wash-
ington news item, "Is best known be-

cause of his eight hour bill." Most
widely, perhaps, but not best. The
Hon. Wilmam Charles Adamson Is
best known because of the coffeo ho
brews in his private ofllco adjoining
his committee room, behind the screen
of books, on tho sill of tho window
overlooking the Congressional Library.
No newfangled percolator or drip
contraption for him. Coffeo boiled In
a tin pot. poured Into a drinking-- glass
over a lump of sugar, tempered and
mellowed with rich cream, served by
his smiling "boy," a white hnlred
negro: It Is that which makes Bill
Adamson best known.

How many Tammany aspirants for
tho Mayoralty arc

If the community drama centres to
be established in this city do as well
as they have In the villages of tho
Dakotns and Minnesota they will do
moro than entertain people otherwise
lacking healthful recreation: they will
develop folk plays of merit, Interest
and significance.

Mr. Swann Indicts Kentucky without
the aid of a grand Jury.

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS.

Dyspeptic Opinion of tho Habits ot
Motor Users.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Tho
trafllc policeman whom you quoted this
week on the regulation of pedestrian
trafllc may be correct about his desire
to lull thoso who "shoot" In between
vehicles, but I have very frequently
noticed at all tho Important crossings
In the city that when the signal Is given
to go tho automobile drlvei'H tuko 110

notice whatever of those who had pre-
viously started to cross the roadway. I
have very often noticed accidents as a
result of this.

For example, take Forty-secon- d street
and Fifth avenue. The trnlllc, vehicle
and pedestrian. Is moving east and
west; the policeman signals for tho
north and south trafllc to proceed, while
tho cast and west halts. Perrons who
had already started oaHt or west are
only half way neross tho avenue when
the north ami south trafllc rushes on
without giving them a chance to get
to tho sidewalk.

The whole trouble seems to bo. that
every motor owner Is usually Insured
nnd hence doesn't caro what his car
docs; besides, auto riding stimulates
the car occupants to such nn extent that
for tho moment they are unable to
realize what any one else's rights nre,
and hence disaster usually occurs. Tho
auto has driven tho country crazy and
tho vast majority of owners are run-
ning around not knowing what they aro
about. James Malcombk.

New York, January 1.

BLACK ICE.

It's Just as Safe and Cold as Any, and
n Little Bit Harder.

To the Editor ok The Sun fir: One
of your readers questions tho safety of
skating on black Ice. Ulaclt lco- Is
probably a llltlo less strong than snow
Ice or white Ice. duo to Its sreator rigid-
ity, but Is found readily In Just as thick
sheets as the white Ice. If tho freezing
water bo In a quiescent sluto nnd the
"freeze" bo quick acting, n black lco
will result, because of the exclusion of
tho small air bubbles characteristic of
White Ice. If the water bo disturbed
by the wind or other cause, small air
bubble.) are formed and caught in tho
freezing mass and glvo tho Ice the
white appearance.

Black Ice Is very smooth and hard.
It Is a sourco of Joy to tho cxpcileneed
skater, but woo unto the beginner with
dull skates, for ho will II ml It dllllcult
to remain upright.

Black I en In treacherous looking
of Its transparency on tho water,

and Uxm IIihi glanco appears less thick
thnn It really is. From a dlstanco It
looks like open water and Is therefore
approached with caro, Icici.eb,

IIrookltn, January 3.

Accural')- - In the I'nlmrltn SUtf.
t'totH tlio Ckfivkfti .Veir.

I.art week In wrltlne nit th marrliiEm
we snt two nt them mixed mid had the
wrong parties settlni ntnrrlod M rarh
other. Mr. John T Mitchell nd Mlo llrv
pte K lottery were mrrlecl Innlead or
Mr. Mitchell and Mint lloheler. Mr. Duvld
N. Ilauiliritht and Mlis lloheler were nmr.
rlxl ln.!.. of Mr Mitchell ind Mlsa ISr,
heler.

FROM PROFESSOR WARD.

The Cllinntologlst Did 'ot Advocnlo
Beading Test for Immigrant!.

To the Editor tE Hun Sir; My
attention has been called to an editorial
article In The Bun In which you refer
to n paper which I read beforo tho
American Genetic Association on De-

cember, 17. Your comments aro both
Inaccurate and wholly misleading. Will
you do me the favor of giving this let-

ter spaco In your columns, In order that
I may correct your misstatements?

I did point out tho probability of an
Influx after tho war of largo numbers
of physically and mentally Inferior Im-

migrants, and I did emphaslso tho need
of amending our Immigration laws so
that Buch persons may bo moro effec-
tively excluded than Is now possible.
But I did not mention the reading test
I did not ndvocato the reading test,
Tha following sentences from your al

article you took from the Evening
rott of December 27 and not from my
paper:

rrofcoor Ward s emphatic In hl be-

lief In the neceaalty ot paailng the Immi-
gration bill now pending In Conicreap, and
aald that If rreildent WlUon vetoed the
bill he would put the future of the coun-
try In great peril. This bill pro-

vides literacy teats for proapectlve Immi-
grant!.

If you had desired a copy of my manu-
script, I would gladly have given you
one.

It Is obviously a very unfair presenta-
tion of my argument when you reprint
nn Inaccurate and misleading statement
from another newspaper. I am sur-
prised that The Sun should do any-
thing of this sort, that Is, quoting what
the reporter of another newspaper said
of my remarks.

Bobert De C. Ward.
Camiiridoe, Mass,, January 2,

professor Ward does not deny that
ho advocated tho passage of the Bur-
nett bill, which contains literacy tests.
However, wo regret that tho V veiling
Post's report was "Inaccurate and
misleading" and that we depended
upon it.

MAIL NOT PRIVILEGED.
A Contention That Belligerents May

Open Bags In Their Own Interests.
To tub Editor or The Sun sir: Mr.

Baymond Spears In a letter In The
Sun of December 26 about Mr. Wilson's
noto uses tho expression, "putting the
opening of mall on a parity with sink-
ing American citizens." I wish to take
exception to the assumption that opening
mall Is unlawful. Does it follow be-

cause Secretary Lansing has protested
against opening or delaying the malls
that It Is unlawful? A protest Is sim-
ply the first step to a discussion, then
to an understanding, which later by
consent becomes law. Patriotic news-
paper criticism does not always properly
present the lawful aspect of Issues.
Belligerent and neutral rights are al-

ways in conflict, but does It look well
for us to And fault with the application
against ourselves of some of tho rules
that we as a nation at war put Into
force against other neutrals?

To-dn- y we, a neutral, put a censor-
ship oer wireless stations, and wish to
deny a belligerent the right to see thnt
malls Bhall not Injure him. Our post
olllcc says that certain things "immoral,
dangerous or Injuiluua to the otllcials
and people shall be thrown out. and they
are. Shall a nation nt war have a
lesser right to protect Itself than n na-

tion to protect Its citizens? Does any
one doubt that every Teuton, wherever
he may be. denationalized or not, with
few exceptions. Is part of tho Teutonic
machine, doing his part under orders?
These may use a neutral mall and their
enemy bo powerless to prevent. Shall
tho lwuch be assumed to give Immunity
for contraband or despatches or In-

telligence or aught to Injure that is
not granted to a person or to the hold
in tho carrying ship?

Frnnce In 1S70 ordered her officers
not to search neutral mall bags It nn
agent of tho State nboard asserted that
there were no enemy despatches therein.
Docs this not look as If a belligerent
had the right to nearch for a thing
hurtful, and must be stop If there be
no despatches but somcfhlng more hurt-
ful? In 1SS7 the Institute of Inter-
national Ijiw decided that the written
denial of a neutral postal clerk should
pirclude visit and search for contraband
enemy troops and despatches, ills in-

ability so to declare would surely Jus-
tify examination. No postal clerk liv-
ing could declare that mall did not con-

tain contraband unless oen.ored, and
neutrals do not censor mall.

In the civil war England asked tho
1'nlted States to forward mall without
opening bags and she did. If there had
been any doubt ns to tho right of the
t'nited States to hold them would Eng-

land have Opponheim has this
to say: "All these examples show that
there Is a tendency nn tho part of bel-

ligerents to pay a certain consideration
to mall bags, In spite of the rule of strict
law that these bags are not privileged."
In 190 the Itusslnn ship Smolensk
stopped the Oerman ship I'rlnz Helnrlch
In the Bed Sea and seized nnd searched
her mall bag

If there Is law protecting malls from
search, I do not know of It. I do know,
however, that there Is law of our own
making, found In tho Constitution of
the United States, against violation of
tho territory of a neutral State. There
1b also law-- of our own making to pio-te- ct

Americans from being murdered
on the high teas. That law Is the Con-
stitution of the United States. Shall
wo try to enforce law and
not enforce existing law?

O. II. Ci.Arr.
rouoiiKKEi'siE, December SI.

The Site of Treasured Comedy.
To the Editor or The Sun Mr: I

beg to contradict Mr. Ilobertson Mar-
shall. Hnrrlgan nnd Hart played In
tho old Herald Square Theatre. Thirty-fift- h

street and Broadway, one of tho
great successes there was "Pete." with
Ilnrrlg.in playing a negro character.
Tony Hart wns not with the company.
Other revivals of their famous plays
look place there. Afterward they moved
to the flarrlck Theatre S. 51. Weil,

New York, January 3.

Vindicating the Popular Juilgincnl.
To tub Editor or The Hvs-SIr- : Mr.

Woodrow Wilson was elected Picsldent
by n minority voto twice, which further
demonstrates the correctness of tho
proposition that tho majority of the peo-
plo aia constantly right. IV I..

C1.Kvn1.ANi1, O., January 2.

A Reprieve.
Now Johnny lifting up his vaWo

llejolres with good rrnsnn.
Il doesn't have to he a sulnt

t'nlll the ptrnl'' aranon.

Thin Irr.
Ie tknted past the dnnTrr situ

Willi beautiful eUlloiij
.Mtifc, l,w did hut m1 a chance

To write nn explanation.

CITY LABORERS.

Another Aspect of Municipal Kniploy-me- nt

la the Loner tirades.
To the Editor of the Run Sir: On

this last glorious Christmas Day while
reading The Sun I read tha letter from
a laborer working for 2.G0 a day for
the city of New York. Ho nyikes a sad
complaint, stating thnt lis works fifty-si- x

hours a week, Including every holi-

day and Sunday.
Well, I nm a city employee In thfl

Borough of Queens, nnd there nro
others that work In the bureau of
sewers and tho bureau of public build-

ings. Wo are working for 2.50 a day
and we work five nnd a half days a
week, which amounts to $13.75 a week.
Wo low nit holidays, and weeks hav-
ing holidays our pay amounts to J 11.25

a fine job for a man that Is married,
I must say.

Your correspondent nlso says he ban
been employed by the city for tho past
twelve years and has recolved no ad-
vance In pay. There nra hundreds of
us fellows over here that hnve fifteen
years to our credit nnd the amount we
stnrtcd In for Is still paid. He pays SO

cents a week car fare. Wo pay CO cents
a week.

Now If thero Is any complaint to b
made wo are entitled to make It. If
wo lose ono hour during the day we nre
docked. If we nre sick we get docked.
If wo put In any overtime we get
nothing for it and aro Informed we shall
get n day ci IT, but don't get It. I was
more than pleased to rend this letter,
but let tho bureau of standards look
this matter up. They have been around,
mado Inspections and left.

No raises for the laborer, but raises
for the chair wnrmers. The politician
tells tho worker to go out to get a
paper filled with names, and refusal
means transfer "for the good of the
service." I,ct the bureau of standards
get busy and help the laborer.

John Smith.
Boiiot'oit or Queens, January 3.

THE CURE OF THE LAND.

Let the Bowler (Jo to It, Says a Pro.,
durer, and Learn Things.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: On
tlmo a fruit vender came to mo to buy
apples nnd thought the market price too
high. Ha said: "It costs nothing to
grow apples ; you only have to go and
pick them up." In reading of the pres-

ent agitation against food prices It al-

most seems that many more people think
the producer has only to go out and
gather up the eggs, poultry, fruits and
vegetables, ship them to market and
pocket the money.

A sure euro for that frame of mind
Is for Its victim to take an average farm
and without other Income than he can
make from the farm pay taxes. Interest,
make good all depreciation of farm and
equipment, nnd live. It ts well known
that the cost of all products Is made
up largely of the labor that directly
and Indirectly goes Into their production.
Dally we read of wage advances In this
or that Industry. Food producers, as
well as other people, have to help pay
these advances, and their only hopo of
"getting back" Is tho very uncertain and
often Insutliclent advance In price of
their products.

I am a producer of white esgs and
get the highest market quotation for
them. After considering the following
figures you can Judge whether the ad-
vance In price of these eggs has been
sufficient.

I ueo about the same proportions of
tho various feeds that compose my poul-
try rations the year through. A com-
parison of my feed bill of November 23,
1916, with my bill of November U, 1015,
bhows that In an order of about four
tons on each date the cost of (he same
ration lins advanced at point of ship-

ment mom than i per cent. Two years
ago the freight rate was advanced 10 per
cent, on feed. I paid my hired help this
year 33 per cent, higher rate than
last year; the same man too. 5Iy eggs
sold during November. 1910, for 12'i per
cent, more a dozen than during Novem-
ber, 191.". I venture the assertion that
the food producers nro not receiving
a greater advance In wages or Income
than aro other classes of lalKir. and that
the present ngitntlon in sn far as it Is
directed at them Is unjust. The food pro-

ducer has to make use of .1 considerable
investment, nnd In nn nvcraae of a term
of years but few of them ran boast of
having secured Interest on tho Invest-
ment. He docs not limit bis jlay to eight
hours or ten hours either. The consumer
Is receiving the use and benefit of the
pioducer's investment without having to
pay for It. 13. It.

Manorvime, December 51.

THE FIRST VERMONT.

ltoulmont Complimented by Colonel
Morgan Is Identified.

To the EuiTOif or The Sun Mi In
nn editorial article In The Si-- n of
December 29 pertaining to regular nrmy
otlicers' criticisms of the National
Clunrd rcferenco Is made to a regiment
nt Eagle Pass which was complimented
by Colonel 5Iorgan. As to the conjec-
ture that tho regiment referred to was
a Now York regiment, please permit mo
to etnto that 1 am a great admirer of
the efficiency of the New York regi-

ments, but the credit In this Instance
goes to the First Infantry of Vermont,
which was tho only regiment of the Na-

tional Guard at Eagle I'as3 commanded
by a regular aimy otllcer. There wero
no New York regiments at that btatlon
or near there.

In passing It might be noted that of all
the regiments mobilized the First Ver-
mont was the llrst to arrive on the bor-

der n a reslment A train section of
tho Fifth 51nssachusetts arrived just
ahead ot the Flrft Vermont, but the

of the regiment did not arrive
for somo tlmo. The Vermonters orrlved,
one train section Immediately following,
and wer In c.imp, fating, tents all up.
and In bed fccforn any other leglmont
had arrived. Tho Vermonters had tho
furthest to go, except the 5Ialne troops,
which did not arilvn for quite a while
afterward. Ira I.. Brxvrs,

Noiithfieu), Vt., January 2.

A Sjliarlle't Bcport of an Instigat-
ion South of Here.

To the Editor or Tin: Kf.v Mr; it
"llcarlbriil.ru," "Fisliball-- ' nnd "Tlilrstj"
cm stand tho ngnny, pleasu lt them
know that una rbitritn In his S

over tho New Year's holidays,
which brought him Into Philadelphia,
Heading, Baltimore and Washington,
found Tom and Jerry nnd ogKtiogg more
In evidence than nt any time In the past.

Do you think It at all safe to men-

tion the old madeira, tho terrnpln nnd
champagne, which were served at the
Bennett In Baltlmoro by what looked
like the oldest nnd moRt dignified col-
ored waller In the world?

I.ucullu" died too Foon. How he would
hnve revelled la thnt delightful, old fash.
Ioiif.1 Bennert "At IIoila"' J, fi. A,

New York, January 3,

MAJOR PUTNAM'S ANSWER TO TWO
GERMAN ASSERTIONS.

III Letter to the Consul nt Cincinnati He Explained the .Mcanm; id

Protest by Some American Citizcni.

The (iernmii consul In Cincinnati
took pains to send to each of the

of the meeting lately held
In Carnegie Hall to protest ugalnst the
latest Clcrmnn barbarity In Belgium a
long nnd rather fierce letter of denunci-
ation for tholr action. Ho takes the
ground that "hi common with Ameri-
cans generally, theso citizens had been
misled in their Judgment of the war
methods of Germany by lies coming
from England." Tho consul asserts
that, "as Is well understood, tho Jour
nals In the United .States have been
hired by English money to distribute
In this country false statements In re-
gard to tho Issues of tho wnr and tho
conduct of the war."

It 1m perhaps not unnatural thnt In
Germany, where tho people probably
secure little Information, or llttlo ac-
curate Information, from outside, tho
delusion should prevail that American
Journals, "under tho Influence of Eng-
lish gold," wero mlshadlng the .opinion
of tho United States, but n resident of
this country intelligent enough to hold
a position as consul ought not to con-
fuse himself with such lwllef or to
undertake to Impress It upon his fel-

low German Americans. I thought It
worth wlillo to send 11 reply to the
consul, and as tho lssuo is one of con-
tinuing Importance I thought The Sun
might be Interested in placing my letter
before its readers.

Georoe Haven Putnam.
New York, January 3,

I'ic Hon. C. V. Mcutirv, Con ml for
(Jermany, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Mi' Dear Sir: On returnlnir to my
desk after a brief absence I find, with
a mass of other correspondence await
ing my attention, the letter of Decem-
ber 23, which you have taken pains
to address to me, ns ono of thei

of the meeting hold In New
York to protest against the latest
Prussian barbarity in Belgium. I
need not trouble you with a consider-
ation In detail of nil the points raised
In your letter. Of the series of criti-
cisms you present in regard to the
motives nnd the action of the citizens
who were responsible for this meeting
and who have accepted responsibility
for many similar meetings, I will un-
dertake n reply to two only.

Flrtt, you point out, as If In ex-
tenuation of the actions of German
offlcials In Belgium, thut wrong and
barbarities moro or less similar to
those suffered under tho lTUssian rule
In Belgium were Inflicted upon the
residents of Prussian Poland and upon
tho residents of eastern Gallcla during
the occupation of these territories by
the Russian army. You take tho
ground, further, that the citizens who
havo In meetings like the one now in
question and In documents such as
thoso distributed by the American
Bights League found ground for criti-
cising tho methods with which Ger-
many has conducted this war as op-

posed to International law and to tho
accepted precedents of civilization,
havo been misled by "lies" and mis-
statements coming to this country
from British sources; that wo aro not
rightly Informed ns to the character
of the events In question and that wo
are. therefore, doing grave Injustice
to German standards of action and to
German character.

Tho reference to nusslan misdeeds
on the eastern frontier can but Im-
press Americans as a curious defence
for a German to make in regard to the
treatment of the Inhabitants of the ter-
ritory In Belgium nnd In France that
has been occupied by tho Herman
nrmy. A Is accused of mistreating B.
and ns n defenco ho says that C has
misbehaved to D. We should hardly
suppose that a German would be will-

ing to consider that anything done by
tha Busslan troops, cl.tosed by Ger-
mans as more or toss uncivilized, would
be accepted ai a standard or example
for Imitation by German troiqw acting
under official authority. As fur as we
have evidence on record, tht Ameri-
cans do not understand, however, that,
sad as has been the devastation on the
eastern frontier, It presents incident
parallel to the things thnt haye been
done In Belgium. Wo know from direct
reports of the Polish refugees that
Poland, Busslan Poland not less thnn
Prussian Poland, has suffered very se-

verely during the advances and tho
of tho two great armies. The

country has been desolated nnd people
have died of starvation. H Is doulitli"-- s

true that similar mnVrinK lms come as
n result of the conquest and the rccon-qui-- st

of Gallcla. Such devastation
seems to bo inevitable when a country
Is on the line of march of advancing
and retreating armies. Wo have no
ovidence, however, of orders issued by
Busslan commanders under Instruc-
tions from Petrogrnd similar to those
which have been enforced by Germnn
authority in Belgium nnd which have
excited the indlgnntlnn of Americans
nnd of the world generally.

If the Busslan nrmy that occupied
l.embcrg, for Instance, bad. not
through accident or tho misbehavior
of the individual soldiers but under
ofllclal orders, burned a large part ot
the town, Including the university nnd
the library, nnd If later leading citi-

zens of I.emberg had been arrested ns
hostages and mado responsible for
shooting done by Individuals In Lem-

uel g and In the surrounding districts.
Indl liluals protecting their own
homes, individuals who could In no
way be controlled Wy the Lemberg

and If because this shooting
had been dctie or wns said to hne

A DIN AT TRINITY.

Chimes Suffer In Compellllon With
Horns and Cow HclN.

To the Editor or The Si n Sir The
following well lounded sentence In your
account of Trinity's programme last
night would be moin Interesting If It

Hated a fact, disagreeable though It

might be :

Other thowun.W stood In ln ldle
the ninJ'Mtu rhWies of o'..l TilnlO per-

formed their traditional ministry of g

In this latest proof of th iii.inli
nf Time.

Tin horns, cow bells, "crickets" and
other noise producing Instruments made
a din that quite destroyed the chimes
programme nnd drove away many who
had gathered for these devotions.

(a futuro occasions of this kind It Is
hoped that the police will provide a zone
la tile neighborhood of Trinity from
whli h the noisy celebrants will be
barred Whiiam Frvnpih

New York. Jnuuar. 2
.

Ce of t n.lmx'n Soldier?
From taie .Votes

Camp vs Harbor. 67 Vt 23.'..

been doiio, thee leading i'iil.en nl
Lemberg hnd been executed, we shuiuj
havo had under Busslan authority nn
action parallel to the Ihlnns wlilrn
were done not In nun Belgian tnw-- i

but In ninny. If, after Lemberg ln,
been In largo part burned and its li
habitants ruined by the appropriation
of their goods, their provisions, thei
machinery nnd other means of living,
successive indemnities had been Im.
posed upon tho town, wo should
had a parallel to what has been donn
In Brussels nnd In other cities of He .
glum. We Hnd no record of any sum
actions on the part of Busslan otll.
cials.

American criticism of Oerman m .
tlon Is based nut upon the excesses .

individual soldiers, for there must n --

ways be Wi a big army it certain per.
ccntngo of rufllans, but upon the 01.
dew issued by the commanders nnd bv
the subordinate olllccrs, orders the text
ot which we have In our hands, often
in facsimile.

Secondly, the suggestion thnt Atnei.
leans nro dependent for Information
upon tho reports ns pi luted in Ens-lan- d

ought not to bo mado by any
resident of this country who h.n
knonledgo of the actual condition-- .
The Americans hnve the advantage
larger sources of Information than
havo been available for any other1
people. Wc havo beforo us not onlv
tho reporla from England but fioni
France, Belgium and Italy. We hato
nlso beforo us, through tho Oerman
newspapers nnd with the olllcial docu-
ments themselves, r.hc full reports
from Germany In so far ns Germany
has been willing to bring tho recordi
Into print. Thoso of us who have been
studying tho history and conditions
of the war have, for litetnncc, had lit
our hands tho olllcial White Bookt
and Blue Books of 1'nglnnd, Belgium,
Frnnce and Italy. We havo also had
nn opportunity of reading the Whito
Book of Germany, but we do not find
In this the record of the letters that
passed between Berlin and Vienna in
the weeks Immediately preceding tho
war. The two Germanic Powers nr
tho only states which have liecn un-

willing to placo beforo the judgment
of tho civilized world the record oj
their correspondence.

Millions of dollars havo been spent
by the German authorities In the at-

tempt to Impress opinion-I- this coui.-- .

try in what Is culled propaganda work.
I am myself an old time German stu-
dent, and since my student days. In 'dl
and '61, I have visited Germany from
time to time. I have had many Ger-

mnn friends nn both sides of the A-

tlantic. I read German books uud Gei --

man papers. I have received since th
war began from week to week a grea'
mass of German propaganda materlni
planned to make clear to American
the Justice of the German causo.
During theso years I have received no
ono single document from tho Brltlih
or French or Italian icpresentatlves.
The representatives of theso thren
states have bren content to permit th
Justice of their cause to stand fov

Itself. The statements presenting the
cause of England and France have
come to mo from Individual correspond
ents on the other side of the Atlnnth
These states have not thought it neoe
sary to muko nny propaganda In th
United States. It Is estimated thai
127,000,000 has been spent under Gei
man authority for propaganda wnr
nnd for tho kind of work thut was cai
rled on by Papon, Boy-E- d nnd others
(see the Von Igel papers) In incltb b

strikes in American factories, in pl.n
lug bombs on 'American vessels, In tl
purchase of American papers, &i 1

has not been necessary to send out 0'
this country any French or Enghs
otllcials for Hiendlng money to infrlnci-Amerlcn-

law.
Notwithstanding this great exprmb

ture for propaganda, American opn
Ion, which nt tho outset was q '

ready to be friendly to Germain h
been steadily and increasingly ant..s.
oiiistic not only to the alms of Vr
many in Initiating t" 0 war but to
methods with w! ii'i the war has '

carried on. This antagonistic opinio
has been based upon the purpose '
Germany ns Indicated In her own (!

cial utterances and secondly n ''
methods of Germany in ronduc c

wnrfaie against I

has naturally Increased 11s these
saulls upon li.ie 111

eluded tho murder of a number of
American citizens. Since the slnM''-o- f

the Lusltanln, after which l",r
many had promised a cessation "f h

attacks upon unwarned vessel- '
peace earrj lug lh'
has been a great series of sun
sinkings. Tho evidence In rcgniil '
tho two latest, that of iho'Wcstm
stcr and that of tho Marlnn. the l.r' r
Involving tho deaths of 11 number f

Amerlcnn citizens, is now fully on 10'
ord. Germany has failed to keei
pledges and the people of the l'
Stales nro lightly indignant. If t

United States Is forced to lake il.i
action ngalnst Germany it will be '

cause the word of the German G

ment has not been kept.
It Is natural that American citize

of Germnn birth or of German er
Itage should Bympathlzo with the
country and should hope for Its s
cess In the present war. It i "

when these citizens undertake 1 d

fend or extenuate criminal method' '
warfare that it Is in order to sso. ,.i e

them with tho Germany whoo acti
Americans must condemn.

Gkohoe Haven Pnvo'

STARS OF HOPE.
With the Sun liter Against Pacini

rlus We Go Sprlngwanl.
To the Editor or Tin- - Sr- - s

ready the das nre lengthening, e

If tho cold 1m Mietigihening, and b
Sol, although weary of Ins e In
south, i beginning to cltil.
slowly 'on aid the 1101 tlnvnrd
will dawn iinsvnson.ibly mild .11 j "
fill, although t no Icy hand ".
Winter Ill's: despotically alike ii'ii
and count ry. Iverhend the mios
constellations of January, Fo.n .i..i

'

5liin h spat kin and scintillate 011,

amid tho darkened firmament, u

lo draw away our iifentlon fi
ilii'.iry bleakness beneath them J "

t'apella shines on high and riiro."
gl'tterlng like a eritnblo nk iln't" '

lower down.
Another old e.tr has ende,: n .

new j etc has lcnn noiru-- i

as r i'iio. ird our sun Is on e
s' iping the nsile
of the eoufti'll.itioii .i

Clt AIM.l.N N Kill" I ' '
Newton, 5Iass., Januao 2


