
would nssumo before Iho world If the
object of the note were by fear
of war. Diplomat Bay frankly that tho
United Htates Oovrrnment would Indeed
be placed In nn unenviable position If
this Inlctpretatlon of the note were ac-

cepted.
Ah h mutter of fart nb one here In

diplomatic circles accepts this Interpre-
tation. Ab soon an the. President's peace
move was Interpreted generally as an
IndorBcment of the peace proposal of
the Central Powers It became Important
to- offset so far a possible that Im-

pression. That In why, It It explained,
the dancer of the fulled States becom
ing Involved In the wnr over the sub-- 1

marine Issuo was brouRht up. .

It nimears now that neither the Tin- -
tente nor the Central Towers have been'
In the least Impressed with this effort to
present the American move In n different
light. The last doubt vanished when if
became Known that the lulled hiaies
Government hnd secretly asked Spain to
Indorse the President's move for peace. I

Further proof that the President's b- - j

Ject was to seek a form of mediation H
een In the Administration's ffforts to'

t. - .. . . I . U t n I,..!,....,.. (I. a viAunn M.nl-- .

In Teuton and Entente circles the ;

Wilson note Ih now regarded as "an offer
ef mediation In disguise." They arc still i

convinced that the President will grasp
any straw which may be contained In
the Entente reply to lilt note, but there
la fenr that the sttaw will not tie mere.

Position of Central Toners.
The position which the Central Powers

now occupy Is explained In authoritative
quartern as follows:

"Bo far as tho German proposals to
tho Entente are concerned that matter
Is finished. The Impertinent reply of the
Entente ended all hope of peace so far
0.8 the dlicct Herman proposals were con-

cerned.
"Hut In the President's peace offer we

have nnotlier matter. The Entente has
ot yet replied nnd until they do there
till remains a move to be made."

Ocrmany. It Is explained. Is now de-

termined to reply to the Entente's re-

jection with the sword and will not send
another communication to the enemy.
It Is possible however, that some state-
ments shortly will be made In the
Reichstag refuting tho Entente charges
(Inst Germany.

KAISER IN CONFERENCE.

Glea Audience to German nnd Am-trl- an

Fore I an Ministers.
AiisTKnDAM, via London, Jan. 7. Ac-

cording to German newspapers received
here. Count Cicrnln von Chudcnltr, the
Austro-llungarla- n Foreign Minister, had
a prolonged audience with Emperor Will-
iam at headquarters Friday, at which
the German Foreign Minister. Dr. Alfred
Zimmerman, also was present. Peace
was one of the matters discussed.

Emperor Charles, according to a
Vienna telegram received In Amsterdam,
has Issued an order to the Austro-llungarla- n

army and fleet In connection with
the receipt of the reply from the Entente
Allies, declaring that the Entente alone
la to blame for the continuation of the
war.

PRESSURE ON NEUTRALS.

London "Times" Sara Germany
Enters on .Second Peace Campaign.
Special Cable Beepatch lo Tnr Sin from the

London Timtt.
London, Jan. 7. Under the heading-- ,

"German War to the Knife! a Menace to
Neutrals," the rimes prints extracts
from the German and Austrian press
with the following introduction:

"Germany has now entered the second
atnee of her peace campaign. n the
one hand, the Kaiser has replied to the
Allies' rejection of bis bait by issuing a
manifesto to his troops declaring that
the war will continue, while on the other
the pressure upon neutrals has been In-

creased.
There Is great nervousness in the

neutral countries bordering Germany
and through the press at home and
abroad Germany Is playing upon those
fears. The French Government has
taken the step of repeating once more
In the most formal way tho assurances
already given to Switzerland that
France will strictly respect Swiss neu-

trality.
"It Is assumed that this renewed

pledge Is Inspired by the possibility of
a breach of Swiss neutrality by Uer-Bia-

for the purpose of attacking the
French army nnd frontier. Such a ty

was hinted by our correspondent
With the French armies in a despatch
which nppeared January 1.

"Slnlater threats against neutrals are
general, but It is obvious they ore di-

rected especially at Holland, In the
Tockomst, a German maintained news-
paper published In the Dutch language,
a Berlin correspondent urges that there
be no further respect for the opinion of
others in Holland and that all British
merchant ships bo treated an auxiliary
cruisers and sunk without regard for the
Uvea of those on board. Neutral travel-
lers can expect no special favor, says
this writer, as 'It Is to be expected that
uch auxiliary cruisers will sail under

neutral flags.'
"The German press ..t home Is equally

threatening. The Kielnlscie TCeat-lnUtc-

Zeitunn says; 'We must defend
ourselves by all means without consider-
ing whether these means arouse dis-
pleasure In some sneaks,' a new descrip-
tion of neutrals."

FRANCE THANKS AMERICA.

Premier Brlnnit firnlefnl for New
Year Good Wishes.

The France-Americ- a Society of New
Tork, through Nicholas Murray Butler,
president, nnd F, Cunllffe-Owe- chair-
man of the executive committee, sent
New Year's wlsnes for the success of
France to Premier Brland. The Boclety
has received the following reply:
"France-Americ- a Society, .Veto York.

"I am profoundly touched by the ex-

pression of the good wlsrws which you
have been so kind hs to address both to
my country and to myself. Pray be
assured of tho sentiments of sympathy
entertained by the Government of the
Republlo for a society which, such as
yours, has undertaken to facilitate and
foster" interlectual relations between the
United States and France, two nations
that are already bound to one another

'by traditions of more than a century
'and by tne pursuit of the same Ideals.

"Rmand.' "President, Council of Ministers."

POLISH ARMY FIRST STEP.

A astro-Germa- n Council to Hold
Initial MeetLna"

Amsterdam, via London, Jan. 7. The
Trankfurttr Zritung, a copy of which
has been received heie, bays It learns
that the temporary Polish Council will
consist of fifteen members, appointed by
Germany, and ten by Austria-Hungar-

The German members already have been
appointed and the Council has been sum
moned to meet January o

Tho newspaper fields that the first
worn or tne council win ne to organize
for the enlistment of a Polish army.

Fiscal Supervisor for Panama.
Panama, Jan. 7. The Assembly has

authorized President Valdes to appoint
an American fiscal supervisor In com-
pliance with the wishes of the State

at Washington, This will en- -
ablo Panama to obtain a loan In the
United States.

Three Ships Reported .Sunk,
LoNpok, Jan, 7 Lloyd's announces

that the Hrltlsh steamer Allle, 1,244
tnn. and the Panlsh steamers Kbro,
1,0 It ton, and Viking hae been sunk,

GERMANS ROUTED IN

ATTACK AT VERDUN

Crown Prince Lnunclics Hcnvy

Assault Under Cover

of Big Guns.

AljllJ4iinmVL IX CHAMPAGNE

Jnvntlers Suffer Severely in
Itaronnoitring Dash in

Tnh tire Itcgion.

Jan. 7. Activity on tho west
bank of the Mouse, at Verdun, Is re
ported In French official state- -

ment. I.e Mort Homme and Hill 304

were the scenes of hand grenade fighting
and skirmishing, while the French ar-

tillery pounded tho Crown Prince's
trenches. On th east bank of the
Meuse the Germans attacked, but were
repuUed.

The official statements Issued
follow :

Hrltlsh In the capture of the two
hostile posts near Heaumont-llame- l,

reported yesterday, fifty-si- x prisoners
"were taken. The enemy attacked these
posts this morning nfter heavy ar-
tillery preparation, but the attack was
completely repulsed.

We operated a very successful raid
this afternoon south of Armcntieres.
Nineteen German prisoners were
taken.

German Haiders Fall.
The enemy attempted to enter our

trenches early this morning southwest
of WytHch.iete after a short, heavy
bombardment. The attackers were re-

pulsed In disorder, and with consider-
able losses. Another enemy attempt
early this morning under cover of an
Intense bombardment against ad-
vanced posts on our front north of
Ypres was driven off by our fire.

There has been artillery activity at
various points along our front, par-
ticularly south of Houchez and In the
neighborhood of I.a Bassce Canal, Ar
mcntieres and Ypres.

French In Belgium there was spir-
ited artillery fighting In the sector of
Nleuport-llaln- s.

In Champagne, in the region of Ta- -
hure, an enemy reconnaissance, taken
under our fire, suffered losses and was
dispersed. There is nothing to report
on the rest of the front.

Delft-Ia- n Front Active.
Belgian Artillery actions took place
y along the whole Belgian front,

particularly spirited In the direction
of Steenitraete. Northeast of that
placo tho Belgian guns exploded an
enemy munitions depot.
The French statement Issued In the

afternoon says:
West of the Meuse there havo been

skirmishes and encounters with hand
grenades In the Fllle Morte sector and
around Hill 304. Our artillery has
bombarded actively the northern slope
of Hill 285, La Haute Chevauchee and
also certain German organisations in
the region of Homme.

East of the Meuse a surprise attack
of the enemy, supported by a spirited
bombardment, resulted In complete
failure at a point to the east' of

In the Vosges, at a point to the west
of Salnte Marie Hill, an enemy attack
was checked by our fire.
The following statement has been Is-

sued by German headquarters:
Army group of Crown Prince t:

After several hours of ar-
tillery preparation English battalions
attacked south of Arras. The attack
broke down under heavy Iobscs in our
artillery and machine gun lire.

Unfavorable weather limited the
fighting activity in all the other sec-
tors on this front.

TWO BIG LINERS GET AWAY.

Drparture Delayed by Shortage of
Bituminous Coal.

The American liner St. Louis, soiled
uled to sail for Liverpool Saturday
am noon, uut nem in port because of a
shortage of bituminous coal, got awav
yesterday morning Just before sunrise.
She had all her bunkers filled, but her
hunker capacity Is not big enough to
enable her to make a round trip with-
out coaling again at Liverpool, and It
Is not unlikely that she may be delayed
on the other side,

The Holland-Americ- a liner Nleuw
Amsterdam was unable lo mil on her
new schedule at 6 o'clock last evening,
although all her passsensers, Including
220 first and second cabin, were aboard
and impatient to get away. She was
still coaling at that hour and the Im-
pression grew that she might wait until
dawn but the glorious moonlight
Inspired her pilot and her skipper to
stoer a course down the serene river and
bay seaward a few minutes after 11
o'clock last night.

The buoys of the channel showed al-
most as plainly as at midday, their
lights being merely superfluous illumina-
tion to an already shining way. It was
the first moonlight excursion of the win-
ter and the only one pulled off by any
line In several years.

BISSOLATI WINS MEDAL.

Italian Socialist Leader Honored
for Bravery at Front.

Rour, via Paris, Jan. 7. Signer Bis
olatl. leader of the neformed, . ... . . ... .. Socialists

nna wunout Doriroi a in the
"as been awarded the! ml-- 5,'i ine

under which the Minister won the decor--
nt'" werc' according to the fiecolo. as
10,'"- - ... .,,. . .
fenslve began Ini tiT. Trentlno Slgnor
Blssolatl was on a mission to den. Pen-- i
nela. The Italian forces were seriously
menaced and the Italian commander.
who was In the llrst line, declared to hlsi
officers: "I have only one thing to ask
you to do, and that Is to take a rifle and
die with our soldiers for the honor of!
Italy."

Slgnor Blssolatl, whu was present, ad- -
dressed the commander, saying: "den- -
eral, I request the honor of lighting by
the side of your brave soldiers." Ho
then took a place In the front line
trenches,

RHEIMS BEYOND RESTORATION.

Whitney Warren Reports L'athe- -

a..i mnnot lie Whnlls- - nvnalrait.
Special Cable Detpatch to Tns Sr,

Paris. 3&n. 7. Whitney Warren, the
New York architect, who sails for the
United Slatex next Saturday, has Just
VlSllGU JIUCIIHB null lit" iiiuua u irpuri
to the French Institute upon the n

of the cathedral to supplement the
one he mado In 1914, after the cathedral
was first damaged by German sIicIIh
This report said thut the cathedral

i could never oe entirely icsiorco.
Mr. arren reau ins rrpuri nciore ine

Institute yesterday nnd gave a copy to
the correspondent of Tiik Hun, The
French censorship, however, refti!f to
pass the report unless the exact figures
of shells tired and casualties' are changed
to arToxImate, round figures.

GERMANY TO BE DEMOCRACY.

Prof. Kuno Franrke Predict Ilia;
Chnnu-r- After War.

Pi of. Kuno Franckc of Harvard Uni
versity In nn nddress last night beforo
mo forum or the Free Synagoguo in tho
Synagogue House, 36 West Sixteenth
street, enumerated the following changes
wli ch ho though would take place In
Germany after tho war:

A democratization of the form of gov
ernment, abolition of the caste feeling In
the army, a better understanding be-

tween the people nnd officers, a limita-
tion of class privileges, broader suffrage,
redistribution of the electoral districts
for the Reichstag In conformity with the
growth of cities, admission of SoclallstH
to a rent In tho government, a move-
ment for the disestablishment of the
church, enlargement of the public re-

sponsibilities and public rights of women
Including tho vote and a heightening

of the Idealistic tendency In literature
and art,

Speaking of the future of the Socialist
party he said It would not do to exclude
from u sent In the Ministry n party
which "In the moment of supreme na-

tional need has demonstrated beyond a
shadow of a doubt Its unswerving loyalty
to the country."

NEUTRALS REBUKED

BY MAETERLINCK

Should Not Sit Idly By nnd

Seo Germany Unpunished,
Ho Says.

fprciul fable Despatch lo Tuk Scn from the
London Time.

London, Jan. 7. The great hall of itsA
Trocadero vas crowded this afternoon
by r meetliK of the League of the Bights
of Man, organized to protest against the
deportation of Belgians and French to
Germany.

Maurice Maeterlinck described the ap-
peal of the Belgian workers to the civi-
lised world as one of tho most heart-
rending cries of distress yet heard upon
the earth. He said:

"We know enough of Germany to feel
sure that It is not In her Interest to
spare the slaves. What Is going on at
this moment a few leagues away among
our brethren must be so inhumanly
frightful that the Imagination dares not
dwell upon It, yet we may be sure that
the reality Is even more terrible than
our fears."

M. Maeterlinck sternly rebuked the
neutrals "who have not done their duty"
While recognizing the kind hospitality 1

of Holland and Switzerland to refugees,
wounded and expatriates from all causes,
Spain's generous Intervention and Amer-
ica's prodigious effort to save 4,000,000
martyrs from starvation, he declared the
time had come to ask If those nations
meant to stop there.

"What Is nil that they have done
when weighed In the scale with what
thsy ought to have done?" he continued.
"Suppose for one Instant we were In
their places, that we Belgians, English,
French and Italians had remained neu-
tral, and that. In a war between Ger-
man and Russia, Switzerland had suf-
fered at Germany's hands the fate re-

served for Belgium. What would Paris,
Brussels, London have done?

"Can you imagine the cry of horror,
the mighty outburst of Indignation
which on one and the same day and In
all our capitals would have shaken the
very stones In the streets, have caught
up our kings and our Governments In
an overwhelming whirlwind of popular
pity and Justice?

SuKaeats Punishment.
"You alone, who still bear the name

of neutrals, which one day will weigh
heavy on you, you alone, I nay, can
still hinder and punish certain crimes
against which, as they are beyond reach
of our nrms, we are powerless. Thoso
who commit these crimes are living In
.your midst, they are received In your
houses, they surround you with obse-
quious yet threatening smiles, they shake
your hand, they sit at your table, nnd
they dare still to treat you on a footing
of equality.

"It is time to make them feel by your
acts that all this Is changed, that they
are no longer the equals of any man on
this earth, that henceforth between hu-
manity and them there Is a gulf not to
be crossed until after long years of peni-
tence, suffering and humiliation."

M. Vanderveldt, Belgian Minister of
Munitions, made an equally passionate
protest, saying that after Belgium had
been robbed of everything by Germany
In violation of her solemn pledges at
least the Belgian people should not be
torn from their homes and forced to
labor, especially against their own coun-
try.

"A few days ago at Gembloux the
Germans took away a man who was
the father of seven children, Ills wife
had died the day before," ho said. "The
Belgian local authorities Implored a de
lay vainly. The man was hurried away,
the children left weeping around the
mother's corpse.

"IJberty, property, security are rights
denied those living beneath the German
terror, but there remains still one su-

preme right which outlives nil others,
the right to resist oppression. In two
years our slave drivers have learned to
know that Belgium has not abandoned
this right. Our workers' last word Is

that whatever tortures they have yet to
endure, they will accept peace only
with Independence and the triumph of
Justice."

NOT IN ASYLUM.

Countess Montlgnoso Living In
IlrusK-l- s In Rood Health.

Heun. Switzerland, Jan. 7. The
Countess MontlRnoso, formerly the,... fit..,,,Rh ., friend llv- -it iciidi iu u
. , , .u. - -.- .v.in in licrn baying 1110 rumuin uu -
lMwA )n the Kurop(.an anA American

'.'. ? '.. .

,ute,y unfounded
The Counter wrote that she was re- -

sid pr vately in Brussels and enjoy- -
lns t710 bes.1 of i.,uih

B. R. T. IN COURT THIS WEEK,

nlairlrt Attorney Wants to I'roae- -
ou'p offl'l"," ,or CoIrt c"

The Investigation which District At- -
torney Lewis of Brooklyn proposes to de- -

termlno whether any or all ofllclals of
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company
are liable to prosecution for failure to
provide a minimum heat In cars, an

j ordered by the Public Service Commls- -
j Bjonj w begin In tho Adams street
! lZl

Mr, Lewis had hoped to begin the In
vestigation but difficulty In get-
ting hlH witnesses together and coordi-
nating his evldenco threatens a short de
lay. Ah the caso is an Important one,
involving a tlno of 1500 and a term In
,h, penitentiary as a maximum punish- -
ment In rase of conviction on any one
of nine speclflo complaints submitted to
the District Attorney by the commis-
sion, Mr. Lewis Is taking no chances.

ftturrinrr (Jets Xew Post,
ntmt.lN, Jon. 7. Boris V, Httiermer,

who was succeeded us Premier in the
Russian Cublnet by Alexander Trepoff
lust November, has, according to the
Oversells News Agency, been appointed
to an Important position In the Russian
Foreign omce,

circumstances,... i.. i.
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OF FARMERS BEGUN

Organization of Non-Partis- an

Political Lenguo Is
Spreading.

WON IX N011T1I DAKOTA

Four More States Join Pnblie
Ownership of Food Plants

Planned.

DisMAncK, X. D., Jan. 7. Nationali-
zation of the Political
League, an organisation of farmers,

1. L It.- - . J , ...... r
North Dakota In the last campaign, was'
announced to-d- by A. C, Townley.
president of the organization

With the removal of the league's
headquarters from Fargo, N. IX. to St.
Paul, Minn., conies the statement that
organization work Is to be carried on In
four more States, Iowa, Nebraska,
Michigan and Wisconsin being added to
the list of States in which the associa-
tion will work.

North Dakota, South Dakota, Minne-
sota and Montana are ulready being
organized, nnd later, President Townley
says, the organization work will be ex-

tended to the Pacific coast States, the
Southwest and the extreme South.

'"The removal of the headquarters and
the launching of our organization work
In the other States means the movement
has become national In Its scope," said
President Townley "The pro-
gramme of the League In
North Dakota. In Its essential, seeks to
find a remedy for alleged economic
abuses from which the farmers In the
State have suffered.

What They Plan to Ho.
"Programmes In other StatM In which

organization work Is golnjr forward are
almost exactly similar. They call for
strict State supervision of marketing
conditions and public ownership of Im-
portant Industries which relate to the
marketing of the farmer's products, eucrt
as grain elevators, by which It Is pro-
posed to establish a fair system of
grades and marketing, packing houses,
cold storage plants and flour mills.

"Ultimately," said President Town-le- y,

"we shall have Federal ownership
of grain elevators and other Important
and necessary adjuncts to marketing.
which are now controlled by monopoly
to the great Injury of every citizen of
the United States, consumers of farm
products ns well as farmers."

President Townley says' It Is planned
to have a great national gathering of
the league members In St. Paul within
the next two years, probably within the
next year, which he believes will be tne
greatest gathering of farmers ever held.

Each of tho States In which the organ
ization Is now under way has an exec-
utive board of farmers living In that
State. David Paqulm of Prairie,
Minn., Is chairman of the board In Min
nesota, where there are now bald to be
10,000 members.

Success Ilrlnsa Hermits.
Rapid progress has also been made

In South Dakota and Montana. The
league's success In capturing the Slate
administration of North Dakota and al-

most the entire Legislature, has given
the league considerable impetus through-
out the West.

That the league will become a factor
In the next Federal election is the Arm
belief of President Townley and the other
leaders In the movement. Their organi-
zation work In the eight Stntes that have
been tested up to date will be followed
within a year. It Is understood, by or-

ganization work In other States.
Thus ultimately, the league expects to

become the dominant political factor
throughout the middle West nnd the far
West. In each of tho Stntes where or-
ganization work will be taken up an ex-

ecutive committee of tlvo members will
be selected to carry on the movement,
the national organization headed by
President Townley topping on tho en-

tire movement.

NEW 8 HOUR BILL

WOULD REDUCE PAY

Continual from First Page.

Hagenman, special counsel for the Gov-
ernment, will close the Government's
case.

The brief which the railroads will file
attacking the constitution-

ality of the Adamson law, was given out
this event ntr. It contends that :

The act attempts permanently to set
up a new standard for reckoning; the
waites of train service employees ; It
makes temporary provision us to the
amount of wares to tie paid during a
period of from even to eleven months,
but It does not limit the hours of service.

That the act deals solely with wages
and not at all with hours.

It does not purport to rejieal or nmend
the sixteen hour act and makes nn refer-
ence to It. If the act Is a limitation
upon the hours of servlre, then It by
Implication repeals or amends the sixteen
hour net. No one pre'ends that such
lepeal has taken place or that any
change lias taken place In the rule of
law which limits the hours of train ser-
vice to sixteen.

An actual limitation of the hours of
train service employees to eight hours
could only bo accomplished by shortening
the distance between railroad terminals
or by speeding up trains.

Freight trains can be speeded up only
by reducing the load. This would mean
more trains to carry the tonnage and
more traffic congestion, One of the prin-
cipal causes producing low freight rates
hiH bcon the great economy effected
through heavy train loading. The Inter-
state Commerce Commission has re-

peatedly pointed out the necessity for In-

creased train loading as a factor In
economical operation.

That the third section of tho act Is
clearly unconstitutional because it Is an
extreme Interference wt, the liberty of
contract, un appropriation of property
without 'Compensation arm legislation
for the direct benefit of nno class of the
community nt the direct expense of an-

other class. It violates tho Fifth Amend
ment to the Constitution.

This section, It l held, cannot be up
held on the ground Uut Its object was
to avert the strike, No case can be
fuund where the proporty of one person
was transferred to another merely to
uppeuse that other and prevent htm from
committing an Injury or doing harm to
the community.

This section cannot be upheld on any
theory of the power of Congress to con-
trol railroad expenses, so as to promote
reasonable tales, because the Intent of
the act Is to 4ncreae wages with the

that Increased rates would fol-
low,

What the aft really provides In on
period of from to

eleven iinonths, during which many mil-

lions of dollars would be tuken from the
railroad owners nnd given to u small
portion of the railroad empluyoed, and
Ihtsc the best paid of all the employee.
This would 1o done without nny pro-
vision for reimbursing the rallrotda tor
th property wrongfully taken from
them. v

$19,000,000 IN NEW

TAXATION PROPOSED

Stnte Commission Urges a
Change in Method of liais-

ing Indirect Revenue.

LEGISLATION IS DRAFTED

Franchise Tax on Manufactur-
ing Corporations to Rcplaco

Personalty Tax.

Albant, jAn. 7. New means of rais-

ing Indirect revenue which wilt add
yearly to the nmount the State

receives are provided in legislation the
Tax Commission recommends.

One of the proposed measures also
will yield I9J100.000 to local revenues,
replacing personal property taxes for
that amount. This is the franchise tax
on manufacturing corporation.

Such corporations are now untaxed by
tho Stnte. The tax Is to bo computed
at the rate of two mills and the par
value of the Issued capital stock and
bonded Indebtedness In excess of an
amount equal to the Issued capital stock,
plus one-ha- lf mill on each one per cent,
of dividends declared. This ta-- c Is to
lake the placo of the local personal prop-

erty tax on manufacturing corporations,
and of the estimated twelve or thirteen
million dollars revenue the localities will
get three-quarte- rs to make up for the
loss of the local personal property tax
nnd the State or about

Another increase of 11,000,000 in State
revenue would be provided by the aim- -
pllflcatlon of the method of estimating
corporation franchise taxes by dividing
corporations into two classes.

Tax GradaateA by Dividends,
Tne nrst class, those paying 3 per

cent dividends or less or no dividends
at all, would pay an annual tax of three
quarters of a mill on each dollar of ap
praised value of capital stock. The
second class, corporations paying morn
than 3 per cent, dividends, would be
lasted of a mill for each 1

per cent, of dividend on the appraised
value of capital stock,

With a view to preventing politics
from Interfering with the decisions of
the State Board of Equalization the
Tax Commission recommends that the
duties of the equalization board be trans-
ferred to the Tax Commission Itself so
that appointive rather than elective offi-
cers will make the equalization.

Tho report will show that the total
assessed value of property within the
State for the year 1916 waa as follows:
Real property (inclusive of equal-lie- d

special franchise properly). Ill, :", 117,6:1
Equalised special franchise prop-

erty U0,TI1.
Peronal property (other than

bank stock) J1.W0.HJ1

Makinr a total real and per-
sonal property aueaiment of..lli,UI.lt,U

Increue In the aaaeiaeii value of
real property (Ineluitve of
equalized apecial franchise prop-
erty) orer the year 11S !.,.. .. KSl.TTI.7::

Increase In equalized apedanran- -

chlie property over the year
11J ZS?.S5.1M

Increase In the asaeited value of
personal property (other than
bank stock) orer the year im la JI.UD.IIt

Makinr a total increase in the
assessed value of real and per-
sonal property over the year
isis of j:s.:!.iii
Personal Property Increase.

Down to 1915, when the present Tax
Commission came Into office, the per-
sonal property assessments of the State,
outside of New York city, dropped

until 1914 they were down to
r7,057.416. In 1915 they were In-

creased to J 102,938,242 and hint year
reached U14.970.741, a gain of tU',032,-49- 9.

Total assessed value of real prop-
erty eiempt from taxation as
reported to the Tax Department
l at loiiowa:
For the ysar 11S.. il.M.lK.zn
For the year J15... 2,610,141.111

Increase 19K over 11D IM.4Si.4lt
The State Tax Commission also recom-

mends a flat recording tax of twenty-fiv- e

rents on all instruments tiled for record,
sucept for deeds and leases the tax Is to
l twenty-fiv- e cents on each 1100 or
fraction thereof, computed on the actual
consideration after deducting uny lien
or encumbrance existing and specified
In the Instrument. This tax, It Is entl
mated, would raise In the neighborhood
of M.000.000.

Amendment Is Advocated.
To supplement this proposed legisla-

tion, the Stale Tax Commission usked
the legislature to pass an amendment
to the State Constitution which will per
mit the legislature, through the State
Tax Commission, to provide for a uni-
form system of taxing personal property
throughout the State, which work Is
now attempted to be done with little
success by local assessors.

The proposed amendment provides
that the legislature shall establish a
plan of State nnd local tuxutlon ; that
tax districts shnll be defined by the
Legislature: that local tax officers shall
be residents of their respective tax dls -
trlcts and elected hy the voters or ap -
pointed by the local authorities within
the districts , that the Jurisdiction, pow- -
ers and duties of local tax district of- -
fleers shall be prescribed b law, and
that exemption from taxation Hhall be
granted only upon the affirmative vote
of two-thir- of all the members of the
Legislature.

The commission points out that the
proposed article preserves the home rule
principle hut permits of reasonable nnd
Intelligent centralisation of administra-
tion.

TRANSPORT SUNK BY

Vessel Torpedoed Not British or
French, London Nays,

HsrtUN, via London, Jan. 7, "One
of our submarines," says an otllclal
statement ixsued y by the German
Admiralty, "torpedoed and sank on De-

cember 23 In the eastern Mediterranean
an enemy transport of more than 5,000
tons. The vessel was accompanied by
warships."

Lonpon, Jan, 7. Commenting on the
C.ermun Admiralty report of the (Inking
of nn Kntente transport the London Press
Burenu sayo:

No transport, British or French, was
sunk In the eastern Mediterranean on
Doceinber 28."

TELLS OF EXPLOITS.

Berlin Admiralty Says It Sank
Kleven Nhlpa In Kleveu Days,

Bsni.iN (hy wireless), Jan. 7, An
statement published In connec-

tion with the announcement of the safe
return of tho Oerman submarine
which had been reported sunk In the
Bay of Biscay, saya that a Herman
suomeralble, number not given, sank
eleven Kntente steamers In eleven days.

Of this number five vessels, aggregat-
ing 15,00ft tons, were laden with coal
and bound for France and Italy,

One of the last chances to look over the
6-- 30 Chalmers at the old price,

$1090. And the roadster at $1070. March
1 the price becomes $1250 for each. Visit

the Chalmers exhibit at the Automobile

Show. One look may save you 6 per cent

on over $2500.

Tws-aa- m RMtr
live Tearsaf

Tel.

BRONX

BATTLE IS RAGING

ALONG THE SERETH

Continued from First Page.

of the lower Sereth In central Rumania,
alons a thirty mile front, has been de-

cided In favor' of the Central Powers
after fierce fighting, writes the military
critic of the Overseas News Agency.
The Teuton troops took Just one month
In forcing their way from Bucharest to
Bralla, a distance of 125 miles. The mili-
tary critic adds:

"The Russians were defeated and lost
their fortified Held positions after weeks
of preparation on the southern bank of
the Sereth, from where, according to re-

peated announcements In the Entente
press, a counter offensive was to have
been launched. On a front of ten miles,
except for some villages south of Fun-den- l,

the troops of the Central Powers
reached the swampy districts and river
bed of the lower Sereth. The booty has
not yet been counted as battles are still
going on.

"Thanks to the splendid combined
operations of the Danube and Dobrudja.
armles. which exercised a double pres--
sure from the west and east against
Bralla, Rumania's most Important com- -
merciai town ten into tne nanas oi tne,1..'
(Jentrai Powers, it was conquerea arier
tenacious house to hous fighting.

"In Just one month the forces of the
Central Powers traversed the road from
Bucharest to Bralla, a. distance of 125
mil, mirier continuous flsrhtlnfiT. The--

Danube tOWn. With ItS 65.000 Inhabl- -
tants and Important and efficient docks. ,

depots and elevators offers an traor -
dlnarlly Important strategical point of ,

ships may now go from the heart of1
Germany aB far as Bralla. On the other
hand navigation by the Kussians ann
Rumanians on the Danube has been
completely stopped.

"The extreme eastern point of sup-
port of the Russo-Rumanl- arinle In
the Sereth position nt Clalats Is under
artillery fire. At Fundenl, the centre of In werethe Sereth ofrl. fl"Ktari at 4P

and ,,'.,. en,arK'dHungarian troops arc pushing against
extreme western positions of the

Sereth line at Focsanl."

LAWSON TO TELL OF

NOTE "LEAK" TO-DA- Y

CoiiUnKerf from First Page.

newspaper men summoned are prepared
to give the committee a roll account of
the of their renorts and rlr- -
cumtnnces affecting the stock market
situation.

..0mmlttee has learned enough of
the situation to admit that there was a
"leak" of some although they are
far from unanimous on the question
whether there anything surreptl
tlotis or mysterious about It. The In-

formation the committee obtains In the
next two days probably will determine

there Is to be a thorough In-

vestigation or the controversy
la to be altogether

SUMMON ALLAN CURTIS.

lKlaln4nr Will Question X. Y.
Broker In Washington,

Boston. Jan. Allan Curtis of the
Stock Kxcliange firm of Curtis & Sanger
ot New York and Boston, was served
with a summons y by Kenneth
Roiiiney, aeslhlant sergeunt-at-ann- s of

House or Representatives, as a wit-
ness In the Congressional Inquiry Into
the alleged "leuH" In Information con
cerning President Wilson's note to the
belligerent

Mr. Curtis said expected to be In
Washington Tuesday to testify. He re,,.) denial that he had written a

. letter t0 Representative Wood ot In- -
dlana nigned "A, Curtis," giving infor-
mation about the "leak,"

HONOLULU CAN GET COAL.

Hrllnln Modifies II in tin ran tn l',i-rm- pt

Chief Hawaiian Port,
Honolulu, Jhii. 7. The British

has exempted Honolulu from the
recent coal shipment embargo. This
was indicated yesterday when notifica-
tion that the inotorililp
City of Portland was on Its way here
from Australia with tons of coat.

Representations to the British Gov-
ernment that British transpacific ship-plu- g

would suffer If tho supply of
coal hern failed were believed to be
responsible for Its modification. -

tows Price

107t StvM-puie- Trif
Cat . 1090 Seres " Seta

(AB L.k Deb!)

C. T. SILVER
1760 Broadway at 57th St.

700. Open until midnight.

YONKERS

ROCKEFELLER SILENT ON

HIS PARK GIFT PLAN

John D. Jr. Gets Con?rutuln-(ion- s

nt Bible Class Front
Chief Magistrate JleAdoo.

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., whose pur-

chase of the Billings, Hays and Sheafer
estates for a park to be given to New
York was announced on Saturday, de-

clined yesterday to discuss his plans. He
attended the Bible class of the Fifth
Avenue Baptist Church to listen to the
uddress of William McAdoo, Chief Mag-

istrate.
His appearance at class brought

him a shower of congratulations from
the young men present. Mr. McAdoo
greeted him with extreme warmth.

"Your park project Is one of the most
commendable enterprises that has come
to attention In many years," said Mr. .1

McAdoo. Mr. Ilockefeller thanked him.
"Will you tell Improvements or

alterations you are to make In tho es- -
tatcs to equip them for park purposes?"
be was asked after the service.

"Really, all that can be said at the..present time Is In the newspapers, he
answered.

"Have you decided on any date for the
opening of the park""

"t cannot discuss the matter In any
form at the present time." his reply,
v..ui nH v. jn ,n ni.,,i,.no ouuru t i

.r. -- qIH" Wh.n........ Ih.p. la... nnvtMnl,a
fUrther to be announced It will be given

.totllepub,,c...
,

METROPOLITAN TRUST MOVES.

Vans Carry f 180,000,000 Cash and
Srcarltlr. to OO Wall Street. .

While New York slept, attended ,

church or ate a Sunday dinner yester- -
day ilis.uuo.ouu in securmes ana

IV a.nd feal ,

From 9 o'clock In the morning unt I

r,. i a ""I'":' S
. j .... r.t 'Ar.:-- . ,.; i

position the troop, of the j
000,000 Tddr ttV M.

In
'ro

vans
U

Central Powers are u rty
TnI6t Wall streetforward the and , . 0fftce8

the

orleln the

T,e

kind,

waa

whether
whether

dropped

7.

the

Powers.
he

his

was received

2,000

bunker

Circle

the

my

what

was

i,

ylcti

mado vans
Medicinal Company.

Interesting ceitlflctte
dlviderds

nnd
protecte.il

years
been business nt

corner of Wall and streets, but
recently Increased volume of busi-
ness has Its removal to Its
enlarged quarters a block away.

WIFE HASTENING TO CODY.

Scont, Bill,"
Iteni'hes Critically HI.
DENVEn, Col., Jan. 7. The condition
Col. William F. Cody Bill)

was announced his physician
as "continuing serious."

The aged scout stood the Journey from
Qlenwood Springs last night,
he had gone In hope of physical

better those In attendance
had expected, It was said. Iite develop-'inent-

however, have given rise to no
additional hopes his recovery.

The Colonel's wife and daughter are
hastening here from home In
Cody,

Famous Ilnlldlna-- Bums.
me basement of

building 310 Orand street, hadl
once been part of famous Rldlev
dry .goods store, were deHroyed hy
of unknown origin and
damage done tn slock of the
Woman's a spparel

fi2 SoCttatvcltf
Value Least Cost

Fine Felt Hats,
$1.90

Soft Hats iDerbies

Newest Styles, ,
Rich, Fait Color

$1.00

Fine Tweed Hats, $1.V0
Velour Hats, $3.90 & $4.50

Fine Silk Hats. $4.80
Rich lustre, very light weight

Style Plus Quality

Cat $135
IIH

BROOKLYN

F.T.MARTIN LEFT

$656,512 ESTATE

Court Holds Society Man Wlin

Died in London Was Itosi-de-

of New York.

The appraisal estate of Freder-

ick Towntend Martin, who died in Lon-

don on March S, 1014, madn by

Tax Afipratscr Frank K. Boncri-- . shows
that Mr. Martin 1656,512 T'e net

eetnto after debtf, funeral and ndmn'ls
tratlvc expeiihCH and uxecutois' coum...-slon-s

had been paid Is $528,216, An rf
had been made by the rxecul t i

show that Mr. Martin a reside" f

InlcudvU lu make his home mere
and that hlx estate was that of a non-

resident, the court held that he w

of New York
Among Heu were Jewelry, S.36

paintings, clothing nnd personal! i
deposits and cash on hand, $l,'''i' real-
ties on books, J1US; legacy I in

11. .M. Sands, 125,000 portrait of

Mai tin by Perlaghy.
AmonT the stocks held by Mr Maitm

were 16 of tho Atlantic Hell ni,
Company, $11,200 , 65 llu
Pipe Lino Company, $10,140. .har
Chesebroush Manufacturing t'nnj..
$670. 20 shares Kureka Pipe Line cum-

pany, $6,000 ; 45 shares Oalena Sina
. .nil r , c- -r nc i -- -wu ,uiIIJJIL!l f f,0il, pll.llt 1lll l"A

imPo Une Company. l,620 100 ..re
Transit Company, i.o.h i

, ,NW y comnany 14

."45, 60 shares Prairie OH and lias dm
pany, J33.4S0; shares Ot! Com
pany, $34,200 ; 30 iihares Southern P r
Line Company, $6,540 . 33 shares
Pen" 011 Company, $13,475. 22n hi, rt
fltnndard on Comrany of Caif.rr...
$74,800 : shares Stan-dan- nil Com
,,anv cf $54,700 : abates

Oil nmnjnv nf .!r,e.
S1S4.05O: 310 shnrps Standard Oil CVirr.

of New York, $66,3(0: 100 .Imref
ac"'

shares Northern Pacific Rnfron JV.
liOOi shares JCcw York, New
nml ,,artfora Railroad. $!0.S5- M

Company,
. share? Alnslee Maazlrs

We buy our woolens "by
the mile"!

These it's a power-
ful help, especially when it

COtTieS to keeping ClOWIt tllC I

cost Or WltllOlU."r0iUCl.
saenncing yuanty.

That's just one of the big

advantages of being our
own manufacturers.

Suits and overcoats for

and boys.

Shoes, hats and fixings
of the same high quality.

Prices always fair.

Rogers Peet Company

Broadway Broad"?
at 13th St. "The at 34th t.

Four
Broadway Corner" Fifth Ava-

stat Warreo iit Si

trips were ly the heavily ' "
loaded with office furniture and stores. $33 neiltr-Bu- t

most feature of the 'J' School of beneficial
day was the transportation of 'J1'';- - T1"rc werB a"""-'-

the securltleH currency carried In .

sealed metal cases and on each '
side by a cordon of special officers.

For thirteen the Metropolitan I

Trust has doing the
William

the
necessitated

half

COL.

Aged liufTnlO

Denver

of (Buffalo
by

whither
Improve-men- t,

than

for

the family
Wyo.

old I

nrst two noors and at
at which

the old
fire

last night $10,000
the

Shop, ladles' store.

Beat

Saved!

'

of the

Transfer

left

fort
was

London,

but
resident State.

the

Mr. 4.77l.

shart
shares

'National

200 Ohio

100
Indiana. 450

standard Vow

300 Haven

Metropolitan Trust
$18.250 eo

days

men

the

lit


