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THE WEATHER FORECAST.
Fair and colder to-day;

to-morrow,

strong northwest winds, diminishing.

Highest temperature yesterday, 54; lowest, 31,
Detailed wenther, mail and marine reports on puge 13,
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THORITY TO ARM SHIPS;

MEMBERS HOSTILE TO GIVING HIM BLANKET POWERS;

LACONIA SUNK, A

WILSON'SWORD
‘TINID* SHOCKS

SHIPPING MEN

President’s  Reference
Blockade of American
Ports Is Resented,

to,

UNABLE TO BUY GUNS
TO PROTECT LINERS

Representatives Declare the |
Nituation Has Been
Misrepresented.

-
Blrce German  submarine decree
which tied up American shipping went
fnte effect Amercian #hip owners, and
especially oMeinks of the Ameriean Line
that have been the particular vietima of
Governiment  inaction, fancled they had
run out of good, old fashioned Yankee
eusswords. They were mistaken,

Testerday they culled from the Presi-
dent's speech to Congress a sentence
which automatically revived the Dbest
traditions of oral condemnation in the
Anerican merchant marine :

“Our own commerce hus suffered,
sulfering, rather in apprehension than
In fact, rather because so many of our
ships are timldly keeping Lo thelr home |
ports than becuuse American shipa have |
been sunk.”

it is mot permitied to quole P, A 8.
Franklin, president of the International
Mercantile Marine Company, which, as
is well known, operutes tne now block-
aded whinasabothe Americap Lire. It
wuere searcely fitting perhapa to repro-
duce the comments (accurately) of o

foren ngents for American  steamship
Unwes ufter they read that sentence and
the full  sigmficance of the word
“imidly" sunk In,  The fact s, Ameri-
can steamship men were first burningly
and voolferously angry und then silenced
by a kind of shame that the situation,
as they see it could have been 50 mis-
mpresented,

the

Lines Conldn’t Buy Any Guns. i

Representatives of the American Line |
wio spoke with the perfect knowledge of |

M Franklin's mind called attention to )
1 faots: !
JFirst, there was no timidity among
Averioan  Line officials  when they |

cumbed the country trying to buy naval
Euhs 5o as to arm their whips and send |
them out wt their own expenge. 1 they |
could have been able to buy ::Il'll at any |

I

7 i the ships would have gone out.
Tusy couldn't, Guns manufactured or
i1 wiocess of manufacture are contracted
fur vy the Allies up to the Iast pound.
U American munitions concern, It s,
t offered to supply guns, but quall-
ful the offer to the point of nullification !
I sating that the permission of the
Pl States Government hnd best be
Feiigrel, ¢

oo, the American Line nnd other
s under the Stars and Stripes have
fontuyed no “timidity”  where mere
Girgoes and not the lives of American
Clzene entrusted to them were cons|
‘ . The American kine dared the
T un threat by bringing the Phila-
dophin and Finland safely out of the
silinarine zone, and s sending oug or
} eut out two big freighters, the
Manchurinn and the Mengolia. The for-|

mr

i

00 feot long and of 13,638 gross |
0 the London-New York :wrvlcr.i
B oxpected to saill this week officered |
' manned by American eltizgens. The
of the same bulk, Inden with o
citgh, s seven duys out from IhI!II

Latter, & third vessel, the Minne-|
higger than elther Manchuria or
Mongolia, will lond with foodstuffs and
i @ ehanee  without armament in
broaking through the war zone, !

Lanj o,
L

Ser Duty for U, 8, Government,

Thitd, the Amerlcan Line has found
ft om vesary to tie up five blg steamships
1 New York harbor ¢the Finland will
Mo e the sixth when #he arrives to-mors
Fow g not heenuse they are afrald to risk
tirgoes or ships, but because Lhey be-
Peve Ip the duty of the United States
Government nml not of a private cor-
Peration to safeguard the lives of United
Kiaten eitfgvns.  These gresnt vessels are

r idle bocuuse they are pussenger car-
tiin, pot bechuse they are freight car-
Tier Mr. Franklin's represcntatives
Ponted aut. The American Line simply

ciuld ot take the responsibllity of send-
g out from 300 to 800 Amerlcan citl-
rous op every vessel (o possible death
Uiliss the United States Government of-
f o some form of protection,

nitth==1"nlers the United Stutes Gov-
Coint decides that American citizens
L v the right to travel on Amori-
i Iilper wlhieraver they please  the
Aerican Line will dismantie |18 passen-
Eo vessels Kroonland and Finland, lond

them with carvgoes and send them out to
el destruction, In view of that de-
€ they ask f the imputation of
Unildity falrly belongs to them,

Death,

American
that the

American Crewn Rinked

Fifthi—1t wan painted out by
Moihiip coneerns Yestevday
tientnl Navigution Company and Kerr

imrlilp Company’'s  frelght  carriers,
boowell ax several ships seheduled to sail,
Ul ot tuek pluck even though they fors
Bote 1y ank the United Btates Govern-
for protectlon. The offlcers und
fw ool the Orleans, now sife ot Hor.
. and the offcers and crew of the |
exter, =il unheard from, risked

v the carrying out of thele ordi-

affiales,  The Vigllancis, formerly
o Wird Line, and the Viginin, of
Line, © wohoduled to sail )
vely for Haves and Genos within
fow days laden with contria-

doaa thiey will have nothing but the

Yerinn fag and their own pluck to
.},Irlr. L th(m.

Eiloahas

TRl
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LORD NORTHCLIFFE
UNDER GERMAN FIRE

English Editor Remains in

Bed During Destroyer Raid

on East Coast.

Apecial Cable Despateh to Tuk Spx
lLoxpos, Feb, 24.—The German
atroyer ruld on the unfortified towns of
Broadetales wind Margute, on the east
coust, wus not lncking in gerim humor,
The estate of Lord Northeliffe, proprie-
tos of the Tones and the Daily Mail, was
well within the fire 2one and the famous
editor happened to be staying there.

AL about half past eleven more than
+ dozen star shells L up the locality,
nnid then for six minutes shrapnel burst
all over the place, knocking his Hbrary
wall about and Killing & woman and a
baby only fifty yurds awiay. The ahella
appeared to have been fired from about
three miles out at sea.

Lord Northellffe snid later that he was
not greatly disturbed by the bombard-
ment and that not until his secretary
roused him did he become ,aware of the
tald.  Then he declded to remain in bed,

“1I am used to being bombarded,” he
sald, “After all, this I8 nothing to what
linppens all day to our soldiers and the
vivilian population in France and Bel-
glum.”

This i» not the first time Lord North-
cliffe has been under fire literally In
this war, while visiting most of the
fronta, to say nothing of his activities
A8 a target for all dilatory oficialdom,
1t is recalléd also that the German press
denounced him a while ago in strident
chorus as the most hated Englishman ;
thaut s, of course, the most hated by the
Cherminns,

BRITISHGAINON

11 MILE FRONT

Oceupy Fifth Village as Ger-
mans Continue Big Ancre
Retirement.

l..nsms.' Feb, 28 —The CGermans are
still falling back on the Ancre. Thelr
retreat has spread over a front of eleven
milés and to a depth of two miles, &t
lenst, giving up to the Britlsh nearly
twenty-five square miiea of intrenched
und fortitied ground.

Hestdes the villuges already announced
Warlencourt-Eaucourt has been occu-
pied, the ffth fortress village to be
up without n struggle In the
Inst two dave. ‘The Britlsh are at the
outskirts of Le Barque, only two miles
from Rapaume, the goal of their Bomme
offensive.? It is belleved possible that
the Germans may even relinguish Ba-
piume,

Whether this big German relirement
is the beginning of bigger things, per-
haps the tetreat to a line many miles
back that the British and French
hoped to force by the Somme offensive,
Is the great question now.

Gilve Up Much Ground.

In any case, the GQermans have yielded
up tn thelr withdrawal at least half as
much territory as the Allles were able
1o wrest from them by terrific exertion
and @t heavy cost in the Aghting of lust
summer and autumn.

Alrendy the German retirement in eas-
ily the most important backward move-
ment on the wesatern front &ince Joffre
hurled back Veu Kluck at the Mare
two and a hall yvears ago.

The Germans have evacuated partly
because of British preasure, but partly
of their own volition, positions on the

Ancre that defied Britjsh assault ever
since the first of July. Such strong
polnts as Serre and Miraumont have

been given up in this manner.

Arplanes on Watch.

With the eclearing of the weather to-
day the British airplanes have gone out
to find Just how far the Germans are tn
retreat and how closely it is safe for the
firitish to press them, _

Herlin still preserves absolute silence

about the most important German move |

In the west sinco the Verdun offensive.
Not a word has appeared in the official
statements thus far to indicate that anv-
thing unwonted was happening on the
Ancre. >

The bulletin froni Beriin to-night men-
tlons the fallure of a Hritish attack east
of Arras, undoubtedly a rald in force,
and savs fighting became more active
towird evenlng near Sailly-Salllisel, on
the Bomme front, southeast of the plvot
point of the German retirement The
German statement of the day mentions
mote British advances, evidently under-
taken north of the Ancre front 1o as-
certain If the Germans thers were about
tv withdraw,

The OMcial Reporins,

The official statements report lttle
of fmportance olsewhere on the western
front. They are as follows:

Liritish—The movements referred (o
in the communications Saturday and
Sunday were ma'ntained during the
day on both bunks of the Anere. Our
advance extends over n front of about
eleven miles, from east of Gueude-
court to south of Gommecourt, and has
aituined a depth of two miles,

In addition to the village of Serre,
peported youterday, we now occupy the
strotig point known us Butte de War-
tencourt and the villages of Warlen-
court-Baucourt, Pys and Miraumont.
We hive reached the oulskirts of Le
Barque, Itles and Pulsieux-nu-Mont.

A hostllo attack made early this
morning on one of our posta south of
the Somme was driven off with loes.

Make Ruid Near Arras,

we carrled out a succes=ful rald this
worning north of Arear and captured
twenty-four prisoners  We alno en-
tered the enemy's trenchies during the
night west of Monchy-nux-Hols and
west of Lens and brought buck a few
prisoners, ‘The hostile artillery waw
more aotive than usual during the day
south of the Somme and also south of

Continwed on Becond Page.
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FIVE BILLIONS  CHICAGOWOMEN HOUSE DEMURS |
BRITISH LOAN ARE DROWNED T0 THE REQUEST

{New War Fund, Greatest in
History, Exceeds Ex-
pectations,

SUBSCRIPTIONS
More Than 8,000,000 Persons
Gave Savings in Sums of
25 Cents to $3.90.

| 8,000,000

| Bpecial Cable Deapaich fo Tuw Sy
| Loxpow, Feb, 26 —The announcement
| by Bonar Luw, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, to-day that the new war loun
is $56,000,000,000 comen us & bhig and n
welcome surprize to Great Britain, The
additional announcement that elght mil-
lions of British subjects subscribed, some
of them only a few shillings, xhows the
natlon's purpose to win the war at any
sacrifice,
The most optimistic official forecnsts
| had not even hinted thut the anount of
the loan would be more than $4.000,000,-
i,  Honar Law  had carefully con-
vonled his expectations, %o the nnnounce-
ment of the figures in the House of Come-
mon& came as u dramatic and trinm-
phant climax and caused great enthu-
| alngm,
Greatent Loan In History.

This result of Grent HritnIn's third
war loan, 8o often culled Lloyid George's
vietory loan, is by far the greatest volun-
tary contribution to the patlon's defence
by the poople of any nution ever at way
That it s truly the contribution of the
Hritish people is shown by the tremen-
dous number of subscribers und by the
fact that the flonting of the loan at §
per cent, rather than at 6 per cent. was
undertaken against the advice of many
bankers.

By his diplomatic manner of handling

the war lonn _cd onar  Law
forced Gormany Info admitting Bng-
land's huge financinl  triumph. while

Keeping his own people from expecting
too much, After he had frst annoutesd
pome (aye ago thnt the tolal probably
would He $5.500,000,000, the Goriman -
pers wll declared it would be a fallure
unless it renched $4.000.000.000

The loan has resulted in a striking vie
tory for the Government over the profes.
slonal Ananclers, When banking experts
advised the Treasury Department that it
could not be fonted at less than K per
cent. Mr. Law declared that he preferred
to risk fallure in an attéempt at o 5 per

cent, loan rather than to place 6 per
cent. us the suindard of the nation's
eredit. The Chancellor's highest expec:

tations had been for $3,000.000,000 ot

new money,

Treanary Billa New Money,

The totil of new money includes the
conversion of nearly $830.000000 short
term Treasury bille, and there is o dif-
ference of opinion whether they should
be regarded as ‘new money,” some finan.
clera taking the negative ground that
they represent money which the Govern-
ment already hLias spent

The Chancellop of the Exchequer gave
the following analyais of the new loam:

The new money subseribed to the wing
toan = $5.000,000,000, ‘The number of
subscribera (n 5,280,000, 1f subwseribers
of twenty-five conts und upward but of
teas than $2.90 In war savings cer-
tiflcates should bhe added the total num-
ber of subseribers  would  exceed
000,000,

The total new money, §5.000,000,000,
linecludes $830,000,000, subseribed in the
| form of Treasury bills. There were no
specinl subscriptions from banks,
whereas In the war loan of 1815 the
Vupecinl subsoriptions  from banks came
to $1,000,000,000, out of the total of $3,-
050,000,000 then subscribed. The pub-
Iie subgeriptlon® in 1015 were therefors
82, 080,000,000 from nbout 1,100,000 suh-
| seribers, ns compared
seriptionn of 8$5,000,000.000 from, at the
Iowest, 5.288.000 wubscribers,

Analysis of German Loan.

The largest German
the third. which st the rate of 20
marks to the pound amounted to $3.-
040,000,000, but as the soverclgn oven
at that time was worth 24 niarks Qo
truer basls of comparison would be to
take that totnl as $2.540,000,000. The
total raised by the five tierman war
toang 18 47,000.000,00M marks, which on
the conversion basig of 20 marks to
the pound is §$11,750,000,000, but nt 2%
marks to the pound, which s the present
value of the mark, ks only £8.300.000,000

The totnl ralwed In Great Britain by

war loan was

exclusive of nll short term horrowing,
is $10,010,000,000. If Exchequer bonds,
of which the average currcney s ahout
three and & half yenrs, are (ncluded
this totn! becomes $11,668.000,000. The

population of the United Kingdom s 45.-
1 600,000

| The total numher of subscribers from
o4 pents upward to the last German
war lonn was 3,810,000, The total num-
ber of subspribers. from 25 cents up-

ward to the new Britlah war loan s
over §.000,000
No figures are avallable as to the

conversion of the 415 per cent, war loan
into the new war loan, The amount of
the 6 and 6 per cent. Excheguer bonds
converted ls not completely known, but
 fx ut lenst $1,1700000.000 out of
]quI outstanding of $2.06456.000,000,

000,000 & per cents, are of course
addition 1o the fgure of $5,000.000,000
of new money,

GERARD AT SPANISH PORT.
| Heachen Corunnn, Where Roat for

U, 5 WIll Be Boarded.

Mannin, Feb, 26 —lames W. Gerapd,
| former Ambassador 1o Germany. wuni
party have arrived at Corunni, acoord-
ing to a message recelved here from the
QGovernor of Corunnn to-night

The Ambassadop left Madrid yesters
day afterncon and will take steamer
from (’?l".lnlll for the United States,

i
The |
total bands eonverted, namely, H.'IT“.-I

MERICAN AND HER DAUGHTER DROWNED

with publie s’

|
|

population of Germany is 66,000,000, the |

[
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Mrs., Hoy
Lose Lives When Life

Boat Swamps,
\ e ————————

—_——— e ———

and Daughter Canvass Shows Unwilling-

ness to Grant Wilson the
Power He Asks,

NAME REPORTED AN »FOY" | FLOOD OFFERS MEASURE

Torpedoed Cunarder Had 291 1t Follows White House Sug-

Souls Aboard and Much
Official U, 8, Mail.

r_Louu of Shipping
Since February 1

Losses of shipping of the Al-
lies and of neutrals since Febru-
ary 1, when the German unre-
stricted submarine warfare com-
menced, are as follows:

Ships reported sunk yes-
terday ..
Total tonnage reported
sunk yesterday..... ..
Total known tonnage pre-
viously sunk..,........352,351
Excess of total loss to
February 1g announced
by Sir Edward Carson
over total loss to that
date, according to re-
rts available in the

24,522

nited States. ... ... 70,304
Total loss to date indi-

cated .................447177

Ships sunk since February r:
AMEEOEN ....vevveersempeny 8
Other I'I‘I.Itl'lll..........-.-. 49
Baitigh' L. e eran new v i IO
Other belligerents.......... .3

Total ships sunk.. ;;

Excess of total loss to Feb-
ruary 19 announced by Sir
Edward Carson over total
loss to that date according
to reports available in the
United States 20

Total loss to date indicnte&.'.lgﬁ
I —

loaxpox, Febh, 28 —A Central News
despateh from  Queenstown  sas's  thit
My, Foy" and hepr doaughter, pas.

wengers abonrd the Cunatd liner Loaconia.
were drowned by the swamping of one
of the lifebouts when the big steamship
Was sunk unwarned last night by a Ger-
man submarine off the Irish coast

It = stated that the “Mrs Foy" and
dayghter referied to are Mrs. Mary kK
Hoy and Miss Elizabeth Hoy of Chi-
viago. They were first cabin passengers
awboard the Laconia. There were s#ix

gestions. but Will Prob-
ably Be Changed,

WasHINGTON, Feb. 26 —After a day of
vonferences had developed the ulter im-
possibllity of reconclling the various
factlons In the House to the demand of
Premident Wilson for practically unlim-
Ited nuthority to use the armed forces of
the United States in support of Amerl-
can rights, Chaleman Flood of the House
Foreign Affalrs Committes introduced n
Uil to-night embodying aimonst verbatim

the suggestions of the White House ne

set forth in o measure previously drawn
and presented to Mr. Flood and Senator
Stone, chalrman of the Forelgn Hela-
tions Committes, |

A ecareful canvass of the House fulls |
to disclose more thian the fuinteést possi-
billty that this LI will be enacted as
introduced. It probably will be changed
by the Forelgn Affalrs Committee
morrow to the authority specifi-
cally to the arming of merchantmen and
the further use of the naval forces of

the I'nited Etates for the protection of
Ameriean lves wnd shipping

There is every rosson 1o belleve that
necessary  concersions will be made to
prevent mn extra sesdion of UCongress,
provided Republicans ot be induced to
accept such concessjons and forege an
extrinv session, '

Text of the Wi,

The Flood bil! in full follow =

(4 )

Imit

“He 1 enacted Ly tne Sennte gl
House nf Representatives of the 1'nited
Stutes of Americh In Congress o
bled that the Presilent of the Tnited

Btates be and hercly ia authoriged and

crmipowered 1o supply cmerchant  ships,
the property  of citimens of the United
Kintea and bearing American regisiey,
with defensive s should 1t In his
Judgment Le e tecessary for him to
div s, st also with the necessary am-
munition and means of making use of
them in defence again=t onlawful at-
tack . and that he be amd s hereby

thorigsl and empowered to employ
cther Instrumantalit wnd methods as
may in his fudgmen il diseretion seem
necessary und mdeguate o protect s h
ships and the citiaens of the nited
States in their lawful and peaceful purs
sults on the hlgh seas |
“Sperion 2—The gum of $100,000.000
i6 Berebn appronrinted out of any moneys

Americans among the Laconia’s parsen- (4 the Treasury not othergise appropti-
sern ated 1o be expended by the President of
' . . 1] il MIF S
It hive been detititely ascertuined that ;f:r‘. 1: lll}:;‘ﬁq;“'- I.E.Iw L:':ﬂ ”:J!n' "l,l, I
two Americans were lost on the Laconin, | gyvgiiable  untll the fiest day of dun-
negording  to the  Daily  Chrvonicle's | ynyy, 1815 amd  the  Dresident  Is
Queengtown correspondent ||.|||i"-.r'-n.f| to travefer =0 much thereof |
The despateli states that 207 survivors | qu ho miasy deem neces<aary 1o the Bureau |
have arvived In Queenstown, having been | of War Hi=K Insuranee, oreated by nct
peked up from elght of the lavonin's  op Copgress, approved September 2, 1014, !
Lifabouts, L for the surpose of insuring vessels, their |
Some wsurvivors were landed neay | frvlzht, passige  monese  wol enrgoes |
Bantry head, and their names are not | genthst loss op domage by tile present
Kknown, risks of wnr
According 1o survivors the Luconia | guerion T—For the purpose of meet-
wax torpedoed twilee, frst near lhﬁ1 ing the expenditures herein aitihoriged |
stern and later on the sturboard side, | the Beeretnry of the Treasurs, uider the
he soi Was ol and the passengers | direction of the Prestdent, b= lereby aue-
and crew gol off In lifebonts without | thorized 1o Lorrow on the credit of tie
much trouble. ® Mtired Sonter and to issue therefor bonds |
of the United States not excecding in e
Had 201 Souls \hoard. | amremgate $100,000000, suld honds to b
When the Laconia sailed from New  sich form and sunject to such !-I..v»‘: Ay
York February 10 for Liverpook she hud | vonditions as the Secretavy of ths Trois
phoard 201 passengers aml orew Of | ury may prescribe, and fo !h.r-u;' mt--ru-li
thes 33 were saloon passengers, 42 see- | at the rite not excecding 3 per cent. |
i enbin and 216 of the crew, Includipg | PEF #nnNm |
twenty Americans,  Bestiles the Hoys | gpaonae Hxempt From Tazutlen,
ihere were several other women \
Another compilention for the United , “Provided that such bonds <hall be

States may arise from the fact that the |

Laconln had abunrd o lorge amount of
oificlal mall which she hoad taken after
the Amerlcan Lner St Louls cancelled
her salling for fear of U-boata, The
State Department, having had lts mall
helid on the St Louls for three weeks
transferred 1L to the Laconia, The Cen-
tral News savs thiv il Is thought to
have been lost  In all some 5000 bag#
of mall were on the ship,

It e stated authentically that there
el e no doubt that the Laconia was
torpedosd  without Warning Consil
Frost's message (o the American Em-

means of war loans sinee the war begian, | bawsy follows:

l.aconia torpedoed 10:50
Sunday night. Two hundred and sev-
etty-eight survivers landed, Detaila
javking, but known some missing ;| one
dead

An nfiernoon despatch from Queens
town sald that fifteen suryivors of the
Laconin were helng (anded,

AGENTS HERE STARTLED.

Cunarder

Confident Lavonin Would Pass Zone

* =48 Americans on Board,

The locul oice of the Cunard Line
was startlied by the confirmation of the
press despatcehes teliing of the sinking
of the Laconla,

The compuuy  hod  unlimited  confl-
dence In Capt. W 1L T Irvine. un oM-
cor of the Hoyal Naval Meserve, and

wiwo put falth in the ahility of the Royal
Naval Reserve gunner In charge of the
4.7 dueh rapid tirer mounted aft to hit
wny umdersen bont within range. HBut
the attuck was made ut night, when the
Laconin, with all lights out or welled,
wa' to the comniinder of the submarige
W mere silhouette rushing through the
ren,

Unider such cireomistances, It was sild
by an oflicial of the Cunard Line, it wan
impugsible for the Lacon!in's gunner to
utilize his talent, A night attack implied
an uiter abrence of warning, and 1 wan
sguspected that the torpedo did not strike

Continued on Third Page,

sold mt ot less than paes shall not earry
the eirculonting privilege., and that all
cltigens of the United States shull be
given an equid oppartunity to subscribe

therefor, hut po commission shall be al |
lowed or pald thereon o that both prinel- |
pad nnd  interest shall be payable 1o

I'nited States gold coln of the present .

standard of value amd be exempt from all
taxntion and dutie= of (e United States
fne well us from tnxation o any form of

wll Stote. munichmml or ool authorjties ;|
thnt any bonds dsenod  hervunder may
e shely eouditiens b tha Seoipiayy !
of the Pronsary vy fieser ey T goi-
vertihle into bonds bearing & bigher vate |
of interest than & per cont  pwre annwm
if nny honds shall be lssusd By the |
L'nlted States at o4 higher rale than 3 per
cont, per atinum Ly virtge of wny net

sl onoor before Decomber 31, 1918

HHeeTion 4—In order tu pay the neces-
mALY  expenses connected with the said |
Issie Of BOnds OF A0y conversion thareof
nOoEUIE not excveding onedie of 1 per
vent., of the amount of honds hersin ao-
thoriged to be issucd, o which may Le
vonverted, 15 heceby aporoprinted out of
any woney in the Preg-ary not otherwise
uppropriuted, to be expended e the Sec.
retary of the Treasury may direct.”

.

Sommary of the Sltantion,

Following conferences participated in
Ly Speiker  Clark, Majority  Ledder

-

Kitehin, "l’:nlrnmn Fltzgeralil of the Ap-
proprintios wimities, Chidrman Flood
of the Foreien Afairs Comimittee, Ih-||-.|
resentntive  Huarvison of the Foreign
Afalrs and Roles committees, and Hep-
rorentative Lenroot, who (8 recognized
a8 the leader of the strongest Repub-
Henn fuction In the House, the situntion
1 the House was summariged as fol-
luws by one of the conterees :

1. President Wilkon  has  aslied

Mouse for practically unlimited power
to use the armed forees of the United
Mintes.  In his address this reqguest took
the fullowling form |

“And to employ any other (nstru-
mentalities or methods that may be

necessary and adeguate to protect our

Continued en Fourth Page,

PR

President’s message follows:

GENTLEMEN oF THE CoNaness —1
liave agiin asked the privilege of nd-
dreessing you becnuse we mre moving
through critical times during which it
seoms o me 10 be my duty to keep
In elose touch with the houses of Con-
gress, =0 that neitlier counsel nor
wction rhall run &t cross purposos
between e,

On the 3d of February I officially In-
formed you of the sudden and unex-
pected action of the Tmperial German
uvernment in declaring its Intention
to disregurd the promises it had made
to this Government in April last and
undertike immedlate submarine opera-
tons ngalimt all commerce, whether
of belligerents or of neutrals, that
should =eck to approach Great Britain
and Ireland, the Atlantle coasts of
Furope or the harbors of the eastérn
Mediterranean, and to conduct those
operations withouyt regard to the estab.
lished restrictions  of Internationsl
practice, without regard to any consid-
erations of humanity, even, which
might Interfere with thelr object. That
polivy was forthwith put into practice,
1t hus now been in aclive execution
fur nearly four weeks,

1t practical results afe not yer fully
isciosed.  The commerce of other
neutral nntions s suffering severely,
but not, perhaps, very much more
severely than it was alreandy suffering
twefore the 1st of February, when the
new polley of the Imperinl Govern-
ment was put  into operation. We
Itave asked the cooperation of the ather
neutral Governments to prevent these
depredations, but so far none of them
his thought it wiske to joln us in any
commen course of pction.  Cur own
vommerce has =suffersil, is suffering,
rather in apprehcnsion thawn in fuct,
rather becaure 0 many of our =hips

are timldly keeping to thelr home
parte than because American =hips
huve been sunk,

.
Dewervens Great Condemnnilon,

Two American vessels have loeen
sunk, the Housatonic and the Lyman
M. Law. ‘The case of the Houratonle,
which wag carrying foodstuffa con-
signed to a London firm, wias essen-
[TITRIIS 1ke the case of the Frye, in
which, it will be recalled, the (lerman
Government admitted 2 labllity for
damuges, and the lives of the crew,
axdn the cpse of the Frye, wors shifo-
gunrded  with peasonalile care.  The
vk of the Law, which was oprryineg
Temon box stives to Pajermo, disclosed

Woruthlvssiess of methid which des
sarves  giave dondemnation, but waa
ACeompn e b no Clreumstanons
which might not have teen expected
Ht any Ume In onnection with the
e o the submarine agalnst  mer-

his used it

In sum, therefurs, the situntlon wa
find ourselves In with regard 1o the
actunl conduct of the vierman submit-
rie wiurfare sgninst commerce aml its
SfMects fipon our own shipe and people
owubstuntinlly the same thint it wus
when | addressed you on the 3d of
Febraary, except for the tving up of
our shipping in our own ports hecatse
of the unwillingness of our SHipowers
to risk thelr vessels gt sea without
Insurance or adequate protection. wnd
the very perious congestion of our
vommerce which has resulted, o cone
Restion which Is growing rapidly more
and more serious every day. This in
Heelf milght presently acoomplish, in
effect, what the now German submg-
rine orders werg meant to accomplish,
B0 TUr ms we are concerned

We can only suy, therefore, (hat
the overt act which 1 have ventured to
hope the German commanders would
i fiet uvold has net ocourred

Impradent to Ne Unprepared,

But while this s happily true, it
must be adm tted that there have been

pressions of purpose on the part
erman press and the Germin -
thorities whivh have increased pather
thun lessensd the lmpression that  if
our xidps and ouy peaple ure spoared
I will heeatse of fortinate cirs
vmEtances or becauss the commuinders
of the Gorman sabmarines which they
may MAppen 10 ENCoUnter ¢xerise an
unexpected  disorotion  and  pestealot
rther thin because of the [nsteinolions
under which thase commaniders are
acting. 10 wonld be foolish to deny
that the situation is fraught with the
BEravest possibilitles o No
thoughtful man can fall to see that
the necessity for dofinite acilon moy
come iwboany thime i we are In fact
Al ot I ward merely to defend ot
adlementiary plghts watral nution

uf

diangers

WH

IEowoubl he o moet Tmprudeit (o0 e -
preparoed

1oeatnnr in sucl elrcimstiaoees  he
unmindful of the fact tha! the on
piration of the term of 1he prosent
Congress (¢ immedintely st bl by
comstitutionn] Hmitoation, and thnt |t
would in all Hkelihood roquire an un-
usual length of time 1o gassemble and

organize the Congress whicll I to sies

r Text of Prgsident’s Address.

ESIDENT WILSON in an address before Congress yesterday
requested authority to arm American merchant ships and em-
ploy any other instrumentalities or methods that may be necessary
to protect American lives and property on the seas, together with
adequate credit to carry out the policy of armed neutrality.

fand  stendfast  purposs, iy the
method and the extent remain to he
choten upon the occasion, If ooeaston

s lead oo it

vhimntmen as the German Government \

COrt ndditionn! indications wod ex- |

The

possess that authotity without special
wirtant of law by the plain implic
ton of my constitutionsl duties and

powers, but I prefer In the present
vireunwtances not to act upon generul
Ipication. T wish to feel thut the

wnthority and the power of the Con-
wress wre behind me In whatever it
mny become necessary for me Lo do
We are jointly the = of Lhe
people and must aet together il e
their spirit, 8o fur as we cvan divine
and interpret it,

Armed Neatrallty
No one doubts whnt

Neceasar)y,

It is ounr dug

to do. We must defend our commerce
and the lives of our peaple in the
midat of the present teying  clredme-

stivnces with discretion hut with elear

should indeed arise, Sinee 11 has un-
happlly proved impossible to safeginrd
our neutral righis by diplomatic means
aeninst the unwarranted Infringements
they are suffering at the hands of Gier-
many, thers mny be no recourse hut
to armed nevieallty, which we shall
know how to malptain and for which
there le abundant American precedent

It s devoutly to bwe hoped that 1t
will not he necessary to put armed
Three anywhere into netion. The Anwer-
wan people do not desire it and our

edire Is not differsnt from thelrsw |
wm sure  that they will understond
the spirit in which | om now acting,
the purpose 1 hold nearest my heart
and would wish to exhihit in every-
thing I do. 1 um anxious that the
people  of the nations at war also
should understand snd not mistrust
us, 1 hope that 1 need give no fur-
ther proofs and assturances than 1

hivve already given throughout nearly
threo yeurs of anxloys patlence thity 1
ath the fricnd of pedce and mean to
preserve it for America =0 long ua 1
wm ahle

1 am not now proposing or econe-
tompluting wir or any stéeps that need
I merely request that von
will necord me by your own vote and
definite bestowal the means and the
authority to safeguardd in practice the
right of a great people who are wt
peace and who wre desirous of exer-
Ising none but the rights of peace to
follow the pursults of pence in gqulet-
wag ] gookd will——righta recognized
thie out of mind by all the elvilized
nutions of the worlil, No course of
my choosing or of theirs will lead o
war. War can come only by the
wilful aots and aggressions of others

Reyuesta Anthority to Arm,

You will understapd why T cun
nake no definite proposals fore.
int= of pctlon pow wnd must ask for
vour supporting suthority in the most

general ferms The form In which
action msy become necesEary cunnot
he foreseen, 1 belleve that the
people will be willing te trast me to
act with resteaint, with prudence, and
b the true spirit of amity wl goemd
fuith that they huve themselves ijs.
prliavedd throughont thean teving
months oamd 1t is inthat belief that |
roquest that you will authorize mo to

ar

vl

supply our merchant ships with de-
fetisive  armw, should that  bhedome
neves=ary, amd  with the means of
using them, and o employ any other
Instrumentalities o  methods that |
may Lo necessary  and  adequiate o |
protect our shilps and our people in

their legithmate and peaceful pursalts
o the sens 1 request nleo thnt yon
wHL grant me ot the same time, wlong
with the powers T ask, a sufMcient
vredit o ennbile me ta provide ade-
auite means of protection where thew
facking, including adequpte In-
surance ngainst the present war risks

I have spoken of our cotmmerce wnd
of the legltimate ervands of our peos

wre

ple on the seas, bt vou will not bhe
misled w& to wy muin thoueht, the
thought that Hes Beneath these phrises
and gives thom dignlty aml welght
It bw pot of moteriil jnterests mepsiy
thot we are thinking. 1t s rather of
fundamental human rights, chief of

ail the vighe of e itself 1 o think-
Ing not only of the right= of Amer!

cans to ga and  come aboat  (heir
proper business by oway of the sen
i also of something much desper

much more fundamental than that i
am thinking of those fights of  ha
mianity  without which thre 1o

civilzation

My theme 15 of great principles of
compassion and of protection which
mankind lips sought te thvaw  ahotit
hunigay  ves, the lives of fon-oon
tvtanis, the lives of men whoo wee
pencefiliy gt work keeping the in-
st el processes of the worlil g
sl vital,  the lives aof woimner vl
hildrven und of those wihio sapple o

bor whivh nunisters 1o thelr susie.

i i We e #pealiing of no seltish

wlovlghts, it of righte wihilich

i hearts =sypport ol whode founda
tion is thul righteous passion fos jo
tiee upon which all law, all siractur

ke of fan of anid of man

Is rlisle

ceed 1t T feel that T oongght, o view  Yind must rest, e upin the ultingate
of the fact, to obiam fromn you Ml base of onr exidtence and oue ey
and tmmedinte aranee of the au- | U eannot e e @iy man with At
thority which T oy necd st s mns  foan prinel) i1 his henrt hesitating
ment Ly exXepe we Novaoubr Uoalready  toodefend these things

J

3 FAITHS TO GUARD ESTATE.

Protestani Pastor, Catholle Priest
and Jewish Habhbi 1o Aet,

Hovvipaysavpa, Pa, Peb 26 —~The

will of Randolph MeMullen, a wenlthy

favmer of Tyrone townshiip, probaied
here to-day, directs that his estute be
divided under the supervision of thres

trusteen to be appointed by the court,
consisting of a Protestant clergymiat, a
Cutholie priest and a Jewish rubbl.  The
reagon expressed In the witl for this re-

quest s that each trustee will watch
the other and that every cent given to
chavity will be vightly applied

'he estite, esthmated o be worth
100,000, will be divided among the
poor of Nalr, Huntngdon and  Came

fia counties.
——

LREENARIER=—White

THE
s, Wesl Yo ldwal time for II:;.';'I?I'.:’.
Only vie nlght from New York. -dde,

PENNSYLVANIA FAST |
TRAIN TELESCOPED

Two Sleeping Cars Wrecked
by Freight Near Altoona
—Fear Many Killed. Il

|

slewgis |

W

Puiiapririmia,. Fob, 27 —<Two
itz cars of the Mereutitile Express werr |
telescoped by o frelght train
Tetinsy vanls Rallioad at Mount

on Hlf"i
Uudon

station, tear Altuori, early to.day
arding W informatim recelved ot I!n-"

geieral offices of the company i (I||=l
i

tiallroad «afficinls exprossod fear tha {

number of passengers had by Killod.
e twa sleeping oavs wore so tightly
i together that Httle Headwas
ad been mude I extrlcatins the oocu-
patite hall an bouy after the avcident,

| mitting

|l'nlvs.a Democrats  Modify

President’s Plans Special
Session Neems Certain.

PACIFINTS REJOICE
OVER THE SITUATION

Republicans Disposed to In-
sist on Use of Naval
Forces.

NAYY MEN OPPOSED
TO ANY CONVOYING

Germany Expected to Re-
gard Executive's Request
as War Step.

Wasiinaron, Feb, 28, —Proclaiming
himself still the friend of peace and
humanity and disavowing any inten-
ton of precipituting war with Ger-
many Mresident Wilson took hia long
awalted next step to meet the German
submarine menuce by golng
tao Congress and requesting that he
recelve means and nuthority to proteet
the rights of Americant on the high
oL,

While earefully refraining from ad-
that the necepsity had yet
arisen, or that Cermany hud vet com-
mitted an overt aot, the Prestilent nev-
vrtheless asked that he be clothed
with the power to meet the necessity
should it arise,

He nsked that specific authority be
ziven to him to supply American mer-
chantmen with “"guns and the means
of using . them,” which is equivalent
to putting nuvy guns and trained navy

to=day

giunners nhoard these ships.

He asked authority to employ "any
ather instrumentalities or methods”
wlhileh' he might decm nocessary to
safegunrd American ships and Ameri-
can lives,

He asked Congress to place in his
bands o sufticlent eradit o Insore this

protection. He eharacterized his present
plan as “armed neutralicy’

He expressed the hope that
not be pecessary oo puat o armaod
anywhere futo action.

e declared that war can only come
by the wilful acis and aggressions of
diermany

It would

forces

Dramatle Touch Lacking.

The  President’s  appenranca  befors
Congress lncked the dramatic touch and
his remorks the intensity of his former
appenrance when hie severed diplomatic
relitions with  Germany Disappoint -
ment was evidenced by many It was
evident too that by Wis delay the Presl-
dent i allowed w situntion to arise In

Congress whioh s pow lkely to cause
hime mueh embarrassnient

Congress took his remarks in o very
businesslihe was, withot any ehow of

vithusbasm or patriotle fervor. The prine s
itstse wore Inbilant, believing the Presi-
dent Rl Tndd himsell open to altaek, aml
that thes hwd at least forved Yo to seck

by dndirestion that whiclk he did not
fuel strotig enongh to nsk openly.  They
(T AL LR AL migresx % o0 curiall him

| Erently an the exercise of his powers and

thint I thls sense they have been wvie-
1o plene
Aidvoeates of strong, declsive action

did not conceal theie disogpp tment st
the fallure of the Prestdent 1o go much
further amd to ask speciticnlly for the
right 1o employ the waval foroes to pro-
fect the Amoerican  shijpe The IDemo-
vrats were  excesdingly resiriined in
st eaptessions of approva

Ao vesilt of the informul discussion
Of the Preslilent's  pjussg s

predictions
wke dletiptely thint while

1

M tosrilg bt

athog Vot b given 1o the Pros

et o e thHe ships the goneral au-
ety whiel e ashedd for wonld pot ba
wiroreled Dm0 the Dwmincrals eefuse
1 onsent 10 W moditeationy of the
President's plan tha Wepublicnns will di
evervihing Iothelr powaer to foroe an
TN TR Thew talie the positio
that vhe 1resident Hus victaally appealed
! Wt power  and  thiat they
would he Justiticd in pefusing their sup-
et

Hostillts In Both Hooses,

THe 1esilont's veguest for' hlanks:
PHAW LSt Bt it tion that migh:
ATISE e ey expressed Hostll-

no ba hotimem of VCongrne Ao

L Repu g dhisienst of his forelgn

1EY  wpsmearedd e aeeentuated by
h vlilres Fiven wopigig Ivinocrats Fil
the Vlonse t ¢V fn avewaed  oppe
RiLEOh 1o tHe pajus uoclothe Tha Kx
centive witl Posaers wl wisndd en
sl him bo Wil vy without the ex-
provs fonsent af fongres

With Hepubbionn aders of the Sen
ey whioe b=t the  FPresident's
indiet of folelen O A

| paarent, his wddiess fobod bitle faver
There wos o allspus oy AL ITCRNE B CU 1T
too withhinld ot =10 until the measwre
furmulating hils veguest bad b nre
sentend

ITmmediately after the President left
e Canitol Ieadeyve on bolie gid et
in hinsty conferenes o) GNL I CRNres
Of wetiod A oeirting of the Senate For-

clgn Belatione Commlites wis held nt &
o'elock Boon afited an sdjournment wae
eken unnl 10 aelpcls o=morron  morn-
ng without action

At o meeting hielil during 1he after-
naot KRepublioan memibers of the For.
elgn Relations Comgnittes Jdisenssed the
adsimability of drafting a substitiute yes-
olution giving the Tresident speoitic in-
stead of general powers and directine
Il to use the naval forces to protect
Atnerican ships,  The latter proposition
il found favor among the Mepublicans
of 1he Hous

Opposition 1o Convoyw.

Secreinry Dandels  announced  this
eoening that the naval experts did not
look with favor vophien to employ
convoys.  The svitiment in the sepvige




