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It This Sufficiently "Overt"?
Two American women !ot their

lives us tho roHtilt of tlii' sinking of
the Litconlu liy u German sulmiurtiio
last Ktiiulny night.

It was lii tht blackness of a moon-
less night. No warning, of course.
The first oreilo that struck dealt
the fatal blow. .Tho second cxtln
gulshed all tho ship's lights. What
followed Is ciiwlly Imaginable. The
groping through dark gangways to
nnd ogress to the decks. The frttntlo
search of punlc stricken pnssonsers
for the honts. lteports hnve It Unit
the ship Jlnitted tin hour. In the fare
of Imminent dentil nn hour Is like
a minute. Up on the hurricane deck
the Bhlp'H two wireless oiieriitow were
endkig oat S O S culls. So blender

wns tho time for them tlutt they hud
barely secured nn tinwer from a
British warship when they felt their
ship dropping from beneath them, nnd
leaped into the Icy sen.

It was February. Dark, wintry,
with a heary swell lox-ln- g the over-
loaded boats. The devil tlsh tbnt had
delivered the fatal stroke hud disap-
peared. Its "daredevils," us a' German
publicist describes the submarine off-
icers, bad dashingly tweaked up on
en utterly undefended and unsuspect-
ing ship, nnd iet fly their bolt of
death. That 300 were
thus exposed to the perils of a win-
ter's night. In open boat's, on a turbu-
lent sea, was n mutter of Indifference.
.They violated every lnw of nations,
erery principle of Immunity, but what
of It? For their enemies' opinion
they cared nothing, and they believed
that the only neutral nation involved
was so steeped In pacifism and shal-
low casuistry as to Inspire neither
respect nor dread.

Two American women died In that
night of terror. Rejtorts differ as to
whether they perished miserably of
cold In the open boat 01 were drowned
by Its capsizing. It Is Immaterial. In
either cane they were foully murdered
by the German policy of ruthlessness.
"Well," say our pacifists In Congress
"they should have kept off belligerent
hips.' But they tried unavallingly to

do so. Week after week they waited
fornn American ship to sail, but the
German threat kept such vessels tied
up In port. Impotence, incompetence
and vacillation In the Administration
at Washington failed to furnish these
snipe either with n convoy to assure
their safety or with guns for their

e.

In his first iAisltanla note President
WitflON said:

"American citizens act within their
Indisputable rlrhta in taking; their the
beUlccrents' vhips and In travelling
wherever their business calls
them upon the high seas.
Tho Imperial German Government will
not expect the Government of the United
States to omit any word or any act
neceasary to the performance of Its
naored duty of maintaining the rights of
the United States and Its citizens and
of nfefuardlnc their free cxerclo and
enjoyment"

And Jn hla appeal to Congress for
authority to handle according to his
own Ideas tho present International
crisis the President said:

Tho overt act which I have ventured
to hop the German commanders would
In fact avoid has not occurred."

At that very ltnur tho bodies of an
American mother and duiighier were
toselng on the ley waters of the Irish
Sea, victims to Prussian inthleMies.s.

lit this act bufficleutly "overt"?

The fall of
i. lo-.- nlniot a year

ngo by the Ftrlll.--h to Hie Turks ntul
Gcrmuns, has been retaken. The re-

capture of Kut, strMigthcneil durltig
tho Turkish occupation by the Cer-ma- n

engineers, mid the reiMiiblMi-incu- t

of British inlltienco In IVr-l- u

Indicate the cnntlumiucK of the care-
fully planned campalKii for the con-

trol of Aslal!.- - Turkey.
The occupation of Bagdad Is the

objective of the British forces. Tills
city now lies less than it hundred
miles up tho Tigris. Kut was Its
strong defence on the south. The
reasons for the British cnuipalKit in
this part of tho world wore never
clearly stnted. One purpo-- e, how-
ever, is evident, tho imims1ou of tin;
oil wells at tho head of thu Persian
Gulf, They havo recently doveloped
great productiveness. As they prom- -

s to fill Creut Britain's demands for

petroleum products, their preservation
Decitme, as stated In Parliament, ft--

mutter of tho "highest imperial im-

portance."
The possession by tho British of

Bagdad would defeat tho Kalscr'n
great Oriental scheme. It would give
control of the eastern terminus of
tho railway which with the Idea of
Teutonic jKiwer and conquest back" of
It was one of tho Impelling causes
of the war. This road If finished
would be a strong element In secur-
ing tho success of tho Turkish-Teutoni- c

forces In the Kast, for over It
could be carried supplies and

to Bagdad. Despite re-

ports from Berlin and Constantinople
of Its completion, there are undoubt
edly missing links along tho way of
from KM) to U00 miles In length.
These gaps mnkc the position of Bog-da-

dlfllcnlt of defence under the
most favorable circumstances, peril-
ous In the extreme If the British send
against It a large and well equipped
attacking force.

New factors In the situation are
much more favorable to the Allies'
Asiatic campaign than when the
British were hemmed In at

The Ottoman force that
threatened the Suez Canal has been
driven back. The kingdom of Hejaz
has been established and a consider-
able force of Arabs hns been armed
by tho French nnd British for war-
fare against the Turks. Tho army
of the Grand Duke Nicholas Is hold-In- g

u strong position In Armenia.
This army, according to reports, lias
been Increased and better equipped
than ever before for carrying out the
original plan of campaign. With tho
diversion of the Turkish troops that
the British success makes necessary
It would seem' that the Grand Duke
Is In a better position than ever be-

fore to force his way southward to
the Bagdad line and to cut off tho
Mosopotamlan valley from the Turk-
ish capital. By thus establishing a
Itusslnn lino from the Caucasus to
Alexondretta on the Mediterranean
he opens tlto long desired way from
the east to Constantinople.

"Timidity."
President Wilson's reference to "so

many of our ships which are tim
idly keeping to their home por,ts" nat-
urally irritates the bosoms of certain
American shipowners.

But why should they not admit that
they are "timid" In the fuee of not
merely a German threut but Its exe
cutlonV For even President Wilson
allows that tho HousatonicNind the
Lyman M. Law were sunk.

Why should the shipowners not be
"timid" when they can get no Insur-
ance for their cargoes and when Presi-
dent Wilson is as yet undecided
whether they ought to carry guns?
For he speaks of defenshely arming
merchant vessels only "should that
become uecessjiry.'"

Why should not the owners of pas-
senger ships confess- - to n certain "ti-
midity" about sending Americans to
sen when they know they cannot pro-
tect their lives nnd the Government
of the United States has taken no
steps to protect them?

Must We Buy Our Friends?
It Is probable that in the brief time

left before adjournment the Senate
will have no opportunity to take up
the Colombion treaty us desired by
the President a fortunate situation.

Mr. Wilson's plea has been that
In n time of foreign menace we need
every friend we can hold on this side
of the Atlantic and that therefore
we should pay Colombia Jil.OOO.OOO
for our part In conniving at the revo-
lution by which she lost her province
of Panama.

The pleu has been plausible enougn
to mislead many Americans who hnve
not taken the pains to acquaint them-
selves with tho history of that opera
bouffe revolution, merely comic In Its
Immediate circumstances, although Its
results were big with Importance to
the whole world.

Whatever may hnve been the de-

sire and Intent of the Boosevelt Ad-

ministration In relation to Panama,
Its actual overt acts In the revolu-
tion were conllned to seeing that the
Colombian forces at Colon were not
permitted to ride on tho then French
owned Panama Bullroad us dead-
heads. This may sound like a lo

ad ubsurdum, but It Is tho
literal fact. The revolution, consist-
ing mainly of a few plotting politi
cians, was progressing with tropical
deliberation In Panama city, opposed
only by two Colombian gunboats In
the hurbor, whose net contribution
to tho maintenance of uatlonal au-

thority was tho firing of u shot that
killed a Chluomnn peacefully sleeping
oft' nn opium stupor In his bunk. But
nt Colon, forty-eigh- t miles avwty, were
enough Colombian troops to suppress
the uprising. Their commanders de-

manded trains. The French man-
agers of tho railroad, probably In-

spired thereto by United Stales In-

fluences, demanded fares In advance.
The Colombians, being broke, declared
they would commandeer the needed
trains. United States authority,

by u navy olllccr In command,
untiotiticed Its determination to pro-
tect the road from any host lie act
and keep It open for ordinary traffic.
For lack of about $4,000 for fan's tlto
Colombian army was forced to sit
supine In Colon while tho Republic
of I'ltmima was triumphantly erected
on the other side of the Isthmus.

Prior to this tlmo the Government
of the United States hud mado every
effort to complete a treuty with Co
lombia for the rights In the Isthmus
for which we afterward paid Panama
Sin.OOO.OOO. A rupaclotis rabblo of
Colombian olltlclans defeated every
effort to ratify tho treaty, seeking
blackmail for themselves. Tho then
province of Panama, which had every-
thing to gain by tho construction of
tho cnnttl, became enraged and Uircw

off tho yoke. They were paid what
Colombia would havo been lMild If her
leaders had shown either ixriltlcal
aenae or common honesty.

There Is no reason whatsoever for
the United States to pay this belated
blackmail. The plcu that It will make
for us friends at a critical moment
Is an unworthy one. The same plea
was used, with more reason, to block
the anti-Japane- legislation In Idaho.
It may be set up by almost every at-

torney or lobbyist who may be press-
ing a claim on behalf of some foreign
client against the United States Gov-

ernment
Is not our present state of abject

surrender to Germany sufficient with-
out letting the terror with which that
nation seems to have filled this Ad-

ministration impel us to sacrifice
other International riRhts? Must wo
buy Central American friendship by
paying blackmail?

The Sltty-thlr- d Congresi and Sad
Experience.

On April 20, 10H, President
Wilson went before the Sixty-thir- d

Congress "to nsk your approval
that I should use tho armed forces
of tho United States In such ways
and to such an extent as may
be necessary to obtain from General
Huerta and his adherents the fullest
recognition of the rights and dignity
of the United States, even amid tho
distressing conditions now unhnpplly
obtaining In Mexico."

On the same day the House of
by a vote of 337 to 3",

passed a resolution, as follows:
"Resolved, By the Senate and House

of Representatives In Congress assem-
bled, that the President of the United
States Is Justified In the employment of
the armed forces of the United States
of America to enforce demands made
upon VicTORiANO Hl'irta for unequivo-
cal amends to the Government of tho
United States for affronts and Indigni-
ties committed against thin Government
by General Hkerta nrd his represen-
tatives'."

The Senate Committee ou Foreign
Isolations refused to report this reso-
lution favorably, and reported In
stead one reodlng thus:

"Whereas In view of 'the facts pre-tent-

by the President of the United
States In fits address delivered to the
Congress at the Joint session on the
twentieth day of April, 19H, with re-

gard to certain affronts and Indignities
committed against the United States In
Mexico,

"Resolved. That the President Is Jus-till-

In the employment of the armed
forces of tho United States to enforce
his demand for unequivocal amends for
affronts and Indignities committed
against the United States.

"Be It Further IUvolvrd, That the
United States disclaims any hostility to
the Mexican peoplo oi any purpose to
make war on them."

While the Semite wu debuting the
substitute resolution the President
used armed forces of the United
States to seize nnd occupy the port
of Vera Cruz. Tho armed forces of
the United States thus employed
without the authority of the Sixty-thir- d

Congress were not put Into
action to protect American lite and
property In Mexico, nor to enforce a
demand for "unequivocal amends for
affronts and. Indignities committed
against tho United States," in the
words of ttm Senate resolution; nor
"to enforce demands made upon
Victokia.no Hckht.v for unequivocal
amends," as the House resolution put
It; nor even "to obtain from General
Hi'krta and his adherents the fullest
recognition of the rights and dignity
of the United States" as President
Wilson phrased It. No; the armed
forces of tlto United States were em
ployed solely to prevent the German
steamship Yplrnngi from lunding
munitions consigned to Huerta. They
were not even used to compel that
salute to the American flog which
Hukrta had refused and which was
ingeniously put forward ns a con
structive Insult to this country's
honor.

In other words, but equivalent and
unequivocal words, Woodrow Wilson
asked the Sixty-thir- d Congress to
sanction his uso of thfc mllitnry power
for a personal purposo In April, 1011.
Wlille Congress was eliminating the
offensively personal element from Its
compliance with his request he went
ahead anyhow, using the mllltury
force at the cost of American lives
for n petty and unworthy persouul
object, which was, after all, not suc-
cessful. The Yplrangu delivered her
cargo to Huertistas at Puerto Mexico
instead of Vera Cruz.

And now the Sixty-fourt- h Congress,
In Its Inst days, sees President
Wilson come before It asking for
an unlimited transference of military
power. There Is no deflnlto statement
of purpose, no suggestion of a pro-
gramme or policy to be pursued. The
President wants simply a sweeping
power of attorney and a blank check
on the Treasury. How undpr heaven
can the Sixty-fourt- h Congress be ex-

pected, In tho light ot previous
to view tho proposal favor-ubly- ?

How can It do othecwlso than
precisely und exactly limit Its be-

stowal of power, a bestowal properly
valid for a few days only, but which
It appears to be tho President'!) Inten
tion to validate as long as he enn,
lierlmps until the first Monday of next
December?

The riala, Hard Fact.
William Howard Takt has per-

formed no Inconsiderable public ser-
vice In saying that American citizens
on tho decks of American ships un-

der tho American flag cannot be at-

tacked without nn assault upon Amci-lea- n

honor and American territory
which must be met.

If German soldlors were to come to
this country and shoot at American
citizens in tho streets of Now York
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tho act would be In no essential more
flagrant than tho shelling or torpe-
doing of an American vessel.

Should such n thing not only occur,
but occur after open threnta by
the German Government, how long
could we put up with It? Could wo
content ourselves with handing an
Ambassador his passports and then
debating the expediency of furnishing
pedestrians with weapons to defend
themselves?

Speculation as to" whether tho next
Congress Is to be "better" than this out
going ono may bo aided by tho recol-
lection that three of tho noisiest paci
fists, Bailsy of Pennsylvania, Taven-NE- n

of Illinois and Callaway of Texas,
do not come back.

Somo persons will refuse to become
seriously agitated about food condi-
tions in New York city until they
hear that motion picture theatres
aro no longer profitable in tho dis-

tricts from which the loudest com-
plaints come.

AftCr nil, tho New Jersey Republi-
cans are not us unkind to Mr. Wil-
son as Is the Democratic Confess.
Tho New Jersey Legislature proposes
to repeal only six of tho seven sister
laws; the Congress has dumped Mr.
Wilson's whole programmo overboard.

Dr. Ellkrt C. 8towell says: "Tho
President's mcssago must come as a
painful shock to all those who were
counting upon lilm to tnko immediate
action for the vindication of American
rights."

Hut wero there any such?

We aro amazed at tho moderation
of the Utlca Observer when It .nys
thut an- utttomoblle road (one Is pro-

posed) to the summit of Whltefncc,
that peerless Adirondack mountain
beautiful in all lights from any dis-
tance, "would mean a certain damage
that could never bo repaired." Why
should the flank of Whltefnco be torn
up to make a macadamized road for
wheeled vehicles? Literally thousands
of climbers, women and children ns
well as men, mnkc tho ascent with
transports of delight every year. If n
vote could be taken not one of them
would want to see the honking nuto-mobi- le

Invade the upper solitudes.
Its name would be legion. It Is now
seen on every rood in the Adirondack
region that commands glorious views.
Scores of panoramas can be enjoyed
in a day.

Tho penk of Whitcfacc is not nec-
essary to the pleasure of automobll-Ist- s.

Have the mountain lovers no
privileges but they must bo shared
sooner or later with tho blessgd ones
who ride nonchalantly In touring cars?
Profane not tho noble sanctuary of
this mountain with a road for devil
wagons.

A Manhattan preacher hot) called
tho cave man "a hideous creature of
olden times." This Is too severe. The
cave man was an early apostle of Kill-tu- r,

advance agent of Frlghtfulness,
leader in the school of efficient ruth-lessnes- s.

To denounce him Is to come
perilously close to unneutrallty.

As out of 430 members of the
present House of Representatives wero
reelected last November Mr. Wilson
must havo exaggerated when he said
In his address on Monday that it would
take "an unusual length of tlmo to
assemble nnd organize" the Sixty-fift- h

Congress. Only the new membeis,
eighty-eigh- t, would hnve to make the
Journey to Washington, und they
would have precious little to say
about organization.

If Germany would take a referen-
dum before sinking our ships and kill-
ing our womankind theio would be
moro reason for our taking ono'before
npplying tho customary methods of

e.

THE MISSION OF THE U-s- j.

No Longer Mysterious hi the Light
of the Laying Up of Our Liners.
To TUR Km tor of The Sun Sir; In

view of tho fact that the Government
of his Gracious and Imperial German
Majesty has succeeded In filKhtenlng
the greater part of the merchant marlno
of this country from tho high seas In
general and Its naval vessels from tho
port of Beyrout In particular, a fairly
recent Incident, which has been little re-

ferred to of late, appears In Its true
significance.

Was It not the Intention of that ad-
mirably eltlclent, far seeing and coor-
dinated system, tho Gennan Govern-
ment, In sending 3 over hern on her
gloriously dlFcharged mission oft Nan-
tucket, to Impress upon our people thy
might of the All Highest, ami upon our
Government a proper appreciation of
what was being held In reserva for us.
If it did not retrain Kngland from fur-
ther breaches of lnternutlonul law, and
from pursuing those barbarous practices
of orderly search and seizure which
have proved qulto as effective as a
blockade of Germany? If such was In- -
doed tho Intention of tho German Gov-
ernment, how admirably has It suc-
ceeded! Are we not covered with goose
flesh? Are not our livers turned to
water? "For the great day of bis wrath
is come and who shall be able to stand?"

Faced with ouch Prussian elTlclcucy
and power and embarrassed by tho corn- -

pleto Inability of our Government To
kjao us, bad we not better apologlzo for
our somewhat hasty action In dismissing
our tiled und true friend Von Bern- -
storff, axil that he be bunt back to us
for our further enlightenment, nnd paint
our riilps In whatever cheerful maiiuor
la most pleasing to tho Germans?

Of course. If the American peoplo do
not cure to submit und decide to tal;o
a hand in the matter they havo only to
eay no. Ot.hT.iiVEtt.

Nkw York--, February 26.

Th Salt Bra llroml.
Oh, for a man ot the ktnpe of Jonr-Woo-

In hla velnr, marrow In hla lion?a!
"Mine U the freedom ot thn eu
Balk who dare!" Paul Journ, 'Hi he,

Oh, for h mnn Deratur Ilk";
Never hla color would he blrlUe.
"Mlna la the freedom of thu hfu!
Ill(ht or wroni, mluo onn couniryl"

Oh, for a man of the cut!
Oh, for a man Ilk Knrrairut!
Oh, for the men of good red blood!
What hua become of tho Ball sea brood?

Hear their laughter rlto nnd twolll
Mall "We'rn afloat, and the fii lo hell '
Waro the ny! for the ea LoIoiib
To ua aa well aa the royul throni,-.- "

Oh, for the man of the atripo ot Joiiea
With marrow hi their (nod backbonoal
Oh, for thn men ot good red blood
What has become of the ealt brood?

Honcr. Bullous Kcllu.

FEEDING FOUR ON $4,

Particulars of a Food Budget Now
Actually In Operation.

To tub Editor or Tnn Sun Bin I
live on tho West Side within a few doors
of Fifth avenue. My family consists
of my husband, myself, a eon of 17 and
another of 10. Wo all work hard and
must Jtave enough to eat. Because of
our occupation wo must dresa well, and
certain things must continually be pur-

chased which those living on the East
Side among "starving rioters" never
think of needing. After deducting for
our monthly rent I have the enormous
sum of $7 weekly on which to clothe,
feed, pay laundry bills, purchase two
newspapers every day (Sunday In-

cluded) and compass tho hundred Inc-
identals which aro nn every day neces-
sity. We dress well, foed well and do
not run in debt, and havo every month
this winter visited a good theatre.

The cost of our living tor a week Is'
4 package cereal., , 0.)0
7 cani evaporated cream 77
1 pound oleomargarine
.'! puunda of peanut butter :io
" pounds of potatoes .111

2 poiindi of parsnips .14
1 can tomatoes .12
1 pound broken spaghetti .on
3 loavea of bread a day 1.05

Total J3.M
Cvery morning for breakfast we have

cereal and cream, perhaps an orange.
Our lunch consists of bread und peanut
butter. This can uo bought at a num-

ber of ."tons throughout areater New
York at IS cents a pound and It Is rloh
in food value. Our dinner at night con
sists of one vegetable, bread and, but-
ter or peanut butter, and a salad of
bananas and oranges. Sometimes I sub
stitute plain boiled rice with brown
gravy made by placing hainburg steak
dredged with flour In the oven nnd bak-
ing It. I save tho meat for the next
day nnd make the gravy by adding
flour mixed to a smooth paste to water
poured Into tho bnlring pan after tho
meat Is removed.

Bananas can be purchased at almost
any fruit stand nt ona cent apiece. Or-
anges can be bought for the same price.
I buy tea by the pound ; sugar, 25 cents
worth ot a time. This quantity lasts
me two weeks. I always have cocoa and
coffee In the house and substitute them
at times for tea. But the entire cost of
our living each week Is never above S4

ami Is usually below.
It Is strango to me that tn all the

articles I have read on the high cost of
llvln.T the nutritive values of peanut
butter and bananas are not mentioned.
These can readily be obtained, and If
thoso Hast Slders who aro "starving"
would substltuto the whole wheat for
tho expenalvo and rolls
for breakfast they wouldn't die of mal-

nutrition.
I honestly believe the whole turmoil

Is caused by the Ignorance of women
who spend money foolishly, combined
with a desire to see an
embargo on foodstuffs declared and thus
Injure the country. "God knows where
this country will land" If we, having
put our hand to the plough, do not plod
on to the end of the furrow.

An Old Time America v.
New York, February 27.

PLENTY OF FOOD?
If So, Judicious .Refusal to Buy Will

Regulate High Prices.
To Tiir. HniTor. or Tsiit Si-- Sir: When

a housekeeper sees tho prices of ihe
foods she must have rnlng bejond her
reach and 11 li a case of pay or starve
the knows best where the shoe pinches.
If one can correctly Judge from the
stocks of goods In the retail store there
seems to lie plenty of food. While
tho pockethoo'.t becomes exhausted the
stocks contlnuo to bo robutt.

If dealers would refuse to pay speculators"

prices the matter would cure
itstlf. They might Just ns well quit
buying at speculative prices as to buy
and then find out that the consumer
cannot pay the prices Those who con-

fess their Impotence cannot help nnd
doubtless would not help the poor.

KoitrxD It. Doooe.
New York, February 27.

Hanging the Flag.

To the Koitor or Tun Sun Sir: In
view of tho discussion thnt has been
carried on through the columns of Tun
Sun relative to the proper way of hang-
ing the flag this seems a proper time to
acquaint your readers with the fact that
tho Hag committee of Irondequolt Chap-e- r,

U. A. It., haH written to the Rochester
Chamber of Commerce about the respect
due tho American flag. According to
tho D. A. It. three rules that should be
observed nre:

1. Display Old Glory from Its own
flagpole, by day only, with union at top
of pole.

2. If no staff Is available, ruing the
flag uudraped against a wall, right slda
out, which will bring the union in upper
left hand corner If the stars are hori-
zontal, or la upper right hand corner IT

perpendicular.
3. Put it higher than your bead.
Some corretpondents havo disagreed

with The Sun regarding the latler's
suggestion that when tho flag Is hung
vertically tho Mars should be madn to
occupy tho upper right band corner ns
you stand looking ut the banner, but It
is apparent that the I), A. It. Is In ac- -

coid with The Sun on this point, Prob
ably neither tho D, A. n. nor The Sun
can lie accepted as final authority on
this point, but tho suggestions carry
weight and should tend to clear tho
dllTerenco of opinion. Patriotic.

New York, February 27.

A Word for the Klertrlc Drhe.
To the Uditoii or The Sun Sir: The

opponents of thn electric drive now de-

mand that a civilian "board'' bo ap-
pointed to review the whole mutter. The
Navy Department Is not run by outside
debating societies. If ofllclals who made
the present declrlon aro thought Incom-
petent, thn proper eouri--e Is to make
chaises usalnrt them. Wo put them
whero they are to us their olliclal

Having done that, they uic 110
more amenable lo u "board" of engincera
than Is a Judge, under like conditions,
tu a committee of lawyers.

That tho proposed olectrlo machinery
Is probably the best of Its kind at band
seems lo bo shown by thu omission of
its 1 lilies to tell us how to better It.
If they knuw, tho Joy of present victory,
let alone jnitrlotlsm, would set them
trumpeting fiom the housetops.

I'auk Ben j aii in.
New York, February 27.

Itulny Hay Thoughts of Dyspeptic.
To the Kditor civ The Sun Sir: if

a man attempts iiulelde, no matter for
what cause, bo Is Julled, If ho wants
food and has no mouoy to pay for It und
does not steiil It he Is committing suicide
Just thn samo. If lie steals It to keep
hlnitolf nllve ho Is tailed fur thnti an
bo Is damned If he does and damned If
no tioesn t, c. u. U

New York, February ST. -

ft- .IV

WHEN MEN DECAY.

An Unpleasant Citation From the
History of Rome.

To thb Editor oi Thb Sun Sir: I
have read with much Interest the arti-
cle under the head "Starvation?" In
which you deplore the stupid emotional-
ism that Is prompting the present Con-

gress to appropriate a Urge sum ot
money for the charitable amelioration
of the present food shortage In the stom
achs of a oertaln class of anarchistic
agitators. Incompetents and ne'er-do- -
wells throughout the country.

I have not used your language, but
such Is about the cense of It, and I ac-

cuse you of plagiarism. Your editorial
article perfectly flta conditions that ex-

isted In ancient Home from the time
charitable feeding of the multltudo was
begun by Cultts Gracchus down to the
time of tho toppling und fall of the em
pire. Your editorial article would per-

fectly fit the pases of a Roman news-
paper of that period.

The Inhabitants ot Rome during that
period wero divided Into threo main
classes, the rich land owning, slave own
ing upper class, the slaves, and the par
asitic lower citizen class that had be-

come pauperized and degraded by tho
same hypocritical charitable methods
now under favorable consideration by
our present Congress, which you wisely
condemn.

The assumption was thnt tho people
were fed at the public crib for the peo-
ple's good, but tho true reason for the
public feeding was to control the vote
of the underwhelms. Those who sought
otrice must have tho votes of the com-

mon herd, and bo who promised the
lurgest charitable donations nt Govern-
ment expense wus elected. Consequently
tho the polltlcnl dem-
agogue the surer was ho of the Bupport
of the majority of the voters.

This system soon killed the spirit of
patriotism tn the heart of the Roman
citizen. He looked upon his Govern-
ment as a vampire looks upon Its vic-

tim. The upper class looked upon the
common people as a despicable, para-
sitic rabblo, but Whose support ambi-
tious persons must have at whatever
public cost.

The Roman cltlien-soldle- r class con-

sequently went out of existence, and the
armies upon which the defence of the
empire devolved were composed of hire-
lings nnd slaves, recruited mainly from
the very people and tho very nations
against which the empire had to defend
Itself.

These conditions gave birth to the
feudal system. The large land owner
gathered to himself, for the protection
of himself, his retainers and his prop-
erty, a large number of slaves and mem-

bers of the parasite class. He lived in
a fortified castle and was soon strong
enough to defy his own Government and
laugh nt bis king or emperor.

Tho common herd was glad, for Its
own protection, to give Itself over ut-

terly to the domination of the feudal
lord.

Have we begun to see the passing of
the great American Republic?

Hudson Maxim.
Brooklyn, Februiry 27.

BACKING THE PRESIDENT.
Cynlrnl Thoughts of a Man With

American Sympathies.

To the Editor of The Si'v Mr; May
I call your attention to the communi-
cation entitled "Call for Mas Meetings'1
and usMTt that tho writer thereof Is
guilty of a bull, to wit:

Why cinnot niaia meeUnce be called In
tlil city to offaet the harangues of men
tike Moore and Mann In and out of ?

1 venture to ny that tho hulls
would bo filled to overflowing, and to it
man then gathered there would back the
Trealdent.

Now for the love of Mike and Pat and
Dennis, back tho President In what?

It is always back, back! Back up,
back down, but never backbone! H Is
to laugh ! A Celt.

New York, February 27.

Conditional Prediction of a (icrman
Prince In the White House.

To the Koitor or The Sun Sir; Let
us hope flint tho Republican Senators
will not weaken tn the stand thoy are
said to have taken to block legislation
on somo of the Important appropriation
bills In order to force President Wilson
to call the new Congress together.

The Incoming Congress might ha sup
posed to bo more patriotic than tho
suplno body which, heaven be thanked,
Is about to expire.

The nation needs a trained army and
needs it badly. The new army bill, pro
viding for compulsory military service.
should bo passed this spilng and then
training camps could be established In
various parts of thu country and tho
work of making an army at Ieat could
tie started this summer ; otherwise noth-
ing can bo riono until ti"t wlnt r and a
full year will go into the snap heap
along with tho other wasted jears of
this do nothing Admlnlsliation

I du not profess to ! much of a nilli- -

tjr man, my tolo experience having
hern an 11 private In tho rniy of the
Potomac, but I do know that thin great
nation needs an urmy hlT enough to af-

ford protection to Its citizens und Its
property.

If Uennany'B barbarous submnrlne
warfare should lead to her triumph It
will bo good-b- y the United StateM and
we shall have a. German Piinco presid-
ing In tho White House. M. T. R.

New York, February 27.

An American's Creed.
To the Editor or The Sun Mr: Mr.

Wilson Is our President, whether wo
like it or not, and all good citizen!, must
etund by him. We have a right to de
mand of him, however, that be defend
Americana right to (ail the seas nnd
protect their Uvea while exercising that
right.

We also have a right to demand that
be surround himself with men in whom
the country has confidence, capable, pa-

triotic men, and .luscphus Daniel.) is
not ono of these.

It la time that partliun politics should
bo dropped and the Ust men In tho
country bo called on for patriotic Kir- -
vice, Our citizens hae suffered enouKh
humiliation.

For God's sake lot us lino up with
the white peoplo of the world.

Let Mr. Wilson ilerlurc war on tho
Huns and give us a chance to be proud
that wa are Americans onco more.

.1. A, McMillan.
Pittbton, Pa Febiuary 27.

Lone Time Between Takee.
From tht Klkton Democrat.

Fifty yaara ago Jainea Jlloe, the
of Itlce'a biktry, baked a wedding

cako for tha marriage of Mr. and Mn,
Wlllain n, Wallli of Jarrettivlllr, and dur-
ing the last week ho had the unutual
plenniro of duplicating the order for tho
celebration of their 11 ft let ri wedding anni-
versary.

Tho New Reus.
"Columbia, Jammed oft th ocean."

DO WE OWE COLOMBIA ANY C0
SCIENCE

The Author ef the "Life mad Letters f Jehu Hay" Reviews Events Prs,
Ins the Pmumm Bcveiutioa by Germa Agents.

Although the likelihood that Oon
Kress will pay the large sum of At-

ferred hush money to Colombia seems
small, It may bo well to state afresh
the main points of the original trans-
action.

In preparing tho "Life and Letter
of John Hay" I had access to all Mr.
Hay's material, Including his private
letter liooks, so that I have knowl-
edge of many matters which have
never beon published. Certainly, the
good people 'who havo been persuaded
by tho Colombians and their lobby
In Washington to pay Colombia an
Immense sum In order to clear tho
conscience of tho United States have
been governed by pious emotion rather
than by acquaintance with tho facts.

It will bo remembered that two
routes, the Panama and the Nicara-
gua, were discussed as possible for the
lnteroceanlc canal. After investiga
tion by a commission of experts
created by Congress, tho Panama route
was preferred, and President Roosevelt
was empowered to make such terms
us he could with tho French Canal
Company, tho successor of tho original
Do Lesseps company, ana witn rne
Government of Colombia. Work by
tho French compnny had ceased, but
the work already done by It was esti-
mated at forty million dollars, and the
company ngreed to sell out to tho
United States. Colombia sent to Waan
ington Dr. Thomas Hcrran with full
powers and Instructions to negotiate a
treaty for ceding to the united States
the rights and territory for tho canal.
Hay, then Secretary' of State, conducted
our negotiations, and on January 27,
1903, tho treaty was duly signed by
him nnd Hcrran. On March 17 the
American Senate ratified It. Colom-
bia was to receive $10,000,000 out-
right and after nine years an nnnuul
bonus of 1250,000.

At Itogotu the ratification of tho
treaty was delayed, although the
terms had been approved by the Co-

lombian administration, and tho delay
continued throughout tho summer.
Nevertheless, high officials kept prom-
ising thnt tho ratlllcatlon would surely
be marie: but autumn came and the
matter was still unsettled when the
Colombian Congress adjourned.

Meanwhile the polltlcul ring which
controlled the Colombian Government
thought that they saw a chance
greatly to swell their profits by the
transaction. They tried to blackmail
the French company to pay them
$10,000,000 additional for permission to
sell out to the Cnited States. When
the French company refused the ring
resorted to nn amazing breach of con-

tract. In renewing her concession to
tho French a few years before Colom-
bia bad extended this time from lVtO-- J

to 1010. Now the Colombian black-
mailers declared that the extension
was not valid and that the French
concession would expire In 1904.

This meant that In oliout a year all
lights in the canal. Including the
considerable excavation already com-
pleted, would revert to Colombia. !!'
this quick and easy method the ring nt
Bogota would "become possessed ot
$40,000,000, nnd they could demand ns
much In excess of this from the next
bidder for the right to construct tho
canal ns they chose.

Whether the Colombians originated
this dishonest project themselves, or
were put up to It by tho German
agents, open and secret, who Infested
Ilogotu, I do not know: but there Is
no question of the persistence of those
agents, rind Secretary Hay bad reason
to believe that It wns this German In-

fluence which dissuaded the Colombian
ring from ratifying tho treaty.

Germany's motives were oovlous.
William II. regarded the Cnited States,
which upheld tho Monroe Doctrine, as
the natural enemy of Gcrnuiuy'x ntub.-tlo- n

In the Western Hemisphere. Ho
had tried to take the Philippines, but
was thwarted by Dewey. "If I had
had a large fleet." the Kaiser said '

after his dlscoinllture at Manila, "I
would hne taken I'ncle Sum by tho
scruff of the neck." Ho hnd been
thwarted also in bis effort tn buy two
great harbor "for bis personal use"
in Lower California, and In surrepti-
tiously establishing 11 nnval base on
one of the Margarita Islands; and
only a few months before. In his at-

tempt to occupy Venezuelan ports, ho
hnd been compelled to back down when
President Roosevelt informed him
through the German Ambassador
illolli-HM- at Washington that the
Kaiser must consent within thirty-si- x

hours tn arbitrate his dispute with
Venezuela or risk an encounter with j

the Auii'ilran fleet. Naturally, there- - j

fore. l!i" Kaiser wished to embarrass
tile 1'nlteil Slates us much as possible
and to bi'cuiv tho Isthmian Canal for
German builders and German control,
If lie could. That Gorman agents
should encourage tin- - Colninbluns to
go back on an ollkinl contract wn3
also In keeping; for their Kaiser and
Government regnrded solemn treaties
us mete scraps of paper.

Hy a strange nnd noticeable Incon-
sistency tho American philanthropists
whoso consciences havo been made
raw from thinking over the wrongs
tlono to tho Colombian rlnssters at
Uognta have never expressed tho
slightest sympathy for the people of
Panama. Probably this oversight ex-

plains the debatable judgment of those
philanthropists In the "rupo of Pan-
ama." In fact Panama was one of the
Statefi of Colombia, and for enrs It
had plotted to win its Independence
The reason was clear. Although Co-

lombia was supposed tn have great j

mineral nnd other recoiiics-- , tho
CnUiiiiiilnnf; posses-o- il neither tin capi
tal tiur tin enngy to ihwlnp those
resources. Panama, however, belnc

'

the !itip connecting the two oceans,

WHAT WILL SOUTH AMER-
ICA DO?

Poslthe Opinion That Her atloii
Will Act Wllh the l ulled State.

To the I'niTon or The Sun Mi : I

And that In discussing tho icctnt crisis
between tho United States nnd tier-- 1

many, South Amerl?a la left "out In
the cold,"

Tlio question that 1 am trying to an-

swer Is, "What will South America do
If tho United States takes an active
part in the present v:(r'."' Will

continue? Will some
country In tho neighboring con-

tinent tako active measures against the
United States so that they may gain
commercially by It?

South America us a whole Is larger,

MONEY?

had an immediate International vn;
Whatever this earned In concesiWIsthmian railroad and travel rfldJ .

stay lntfnamu, but went up JBogota toSfirlch tho politicians tie.The Panamans had nothing to ItJ
them to Colombia, from which t3
received no favors: whereas C0I01&
cherished Panama ns tho gourc, 3

much wealth. Bo the Panamans U
long asked each other, in subst,"Why shouldn't wo own ourselves?-Whe-

the possibility loomed up t
the Americans would build the ci
by the Panama route tho Panart,
grew more eager for Indcpendev
and In the courso of two years, l,
1901, they indulged In four revolut'i
against tho Colombians. That Am
can agents, especially persons lt,
ested in the French Canal Compe.
abetted them there can bo no 60ft
and Anally, in October, 1903, l
Bunau-Varll- la openly conducted c,
agitation on tne istnmus. no ludb
tervlewa with Secretary Hay, who g
him no encouragement, and with Pm.
dent Roosevelt, who told him tit
American warships wero near tn
Isthmus and would keep tho trau
across It open, ns this Governrauj
was pledged to do. Whether tit
President then promised Dunau-Vart- H

that these American ships would pn
vent tho "landing of uny armed fora
either Government or Insurgent, it
any point within fifty miles of Ptnma ' T An 1. mi. i..., j " iiuv ntiun. Aim I UCOTO

show that these Instructions win
Issued only on November 2, tho iij
before tho "revolution" took plan
There Is no doubt, howover, that til
order did prevent a Colombian traai.
port from landing troops, assisting
which gavo tho Panamans an cif
and quick victory. On November (

the Republic of Panama was
on November 6 the Units!

States recognized it; and soon then-afte- r

tho treaty which the Colombia
rejected was ratified.

My sympathy In this transaction b

with tho IVjiamans, who wero strut.
gllng for independence. They hid
no Interests, no obligations wh.ch

bound them to Colombia: on the con

trary, they had suffered for riecado
from tho extortions practised iipoi
them (by tho politicians at Bocoti.

Their restlessness was not sudden,
frennent nttemntn to revolt showM:
and during that very summer of 1!)!,

when the Colombian Government n
Senator Obaldla to bo Governor of

Panama, ho gave warning that l:

Panama wus forced to revolt in orir
to secure the canal "ho would str.4
by Panama."

The action of the United States in

helping Panama Is not very dissimilar
from that of France In helping tie

American colonies in 1776. Self..t-terest- ,

as well as sentiment, hnd i

part in both transactions. But I'ran-- i

after having aided us In becoming i-
ndependent, did not thereafter ptoiiw
to Indemnify Kngland by a cash pap

ment for the loss of her colonies
The politicians at Bogota, perc

Ing that they had overreached th-- -
selves, tried to win back the good ..j
of tho United States. They VM
to see tho Panamans receive 'ii
$10,000,000 which they had Insolecy.
refused. They thought also of it
permanent profit which the can
would ibrlng. So they despatched Urn

most respectable man,
Reyes, to Washington to beg our Go'

ernment to reconsider, lleyes ompli'v
as counsel Mr. Wayne MacVeat.
who was second to none ut tho capiu.
In ndroltness and resource.

Two years ago. when I was co'.Ki-In-

material on this episode in Jos
Hay's career, I asked Mr. MacVewt
for his side of fie story. I liu

known him well for many years,
ho talkeil quite treely with me on tS

ocvnl r. n be always did. He hadi
personal dislike of Hay, which iti
hnve colored his opinions. Reyes,
said, was authorized to offer the citri.
concession for eight millions insteudt'
ten millions, if our Government wo:M

only throw over the Republic of
Then bo described how, haviil

submitted this offer to President llorss It
volt, they took their hats and wnUel
across Lafayette Squaro to see Hi?

who was sick In bed. Hay listened i

tho letters they read; but would so!

give a decision until tho next morr.'
Ing. Then he announced that b

would not hear of tho proposal to

abandon Panama.
This, Mr. MacVeogh told me, vu

supremely foolish. "Why," be sU.
"Colombia would havo settled for lt

millions rather than loso nil."
And now, fourteen eurs after tha

affair was closed, the American Cti
gress Is urged to pay $2r.000.00(i U

salvo the feelings of the Colon' .J
Government, which would have tn
$5,000,000 In 1903. If such n sch'B
wero to succeed, It would be oqtilval3
to paying Imperially tho GrrnaJ
agents at Bogota, who, .u order toit-Jur-

the United Btatrs, persuaded tl
Colombian politicians not to rat !

canal treaty.
In 1900 Secretary Hay. thtojd

that finished diplomat Hr HeST

White, negotiated with Denniurt
treaty for tho purchase of the Oat.i
West Indies, Everything teemed ft
pltlous: tilt Danish King and C.iij
and Danish public opinion fa ired
projec t , but It wa.-- defeated lr
House of Peers by one otc.
Hav bad good reason to believe
tho defeat bsd been secured '

Kaiser, whose agent- - wero as b
the Danish Parliament ns tney tir ff
tho American Congress. A frw
ago the United Stnte. - '
Islands for $'.' ..000 nnd. ..r .'O0i
more than v. tdmnM pain '

tor the act'Mty ot i Kaiser u '
us, W'ii.im i Ko.-co- e Tin' i

Cambkiwk, M.' . I'Vbruao -

richer, mmo productive and bar. a la

n'.'.vbunt marine th- - l the l'n 'ed m

and although 1t wouM be p"-- s I. '

them to turn against the Unit. l

I am positive that tie will iifr
First of all, lhe aie p ' i

nations, with I n. le s- uu a tan
Then again, there s a great di J

American money tied up In Sou'h An-- f

lea und vlco versa, nnd lusi:.
America can bo compared wnli 1

Bach continent comprises v.ir nu n

Hons whose Ideals differ: therefor.'
would lis illflhiitt for nil of "u"
nearly all of tbeni to unite. I stutn '

If South America enters tan a i

enter with tho L'nlte--I Sia . alio
HEalllKt It

A n.lrlnt. md'Ar blhnitlil be Iinniv, r '.
Flutes and r. e

Lester. A Givm-cu'- i

Nw York, February 27


