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CAM HON known the United
as well on any

and that Is saying much.
Furthermore, the United States knows
him, for It Is still a tradition In Wash-

ington that of all the foreign Ambas-

sadors who have represented their na-

tions ut our capital of late years M,

Cambon was best known and most sin-

cerely loved.
Now his knowledge of America con-

tinually is of service to both nations,
for among the main duties of his dis-

tinguished post in tho French Foreign
Office, is that of consulting expert in
most matters affecting the relations of
the two great republics. All of which
makes the following Interview which

I had with him In Paris especially im-

portant.
M; Cambon was stirred, when I Baw

tilm, by certain statements fresh from
Berlin and' by them was Induced to
make a careful and scholarly state-
ment of certain (facts of real Impor-

tance.
Of course, advancing years have

pouched Mm since ho left the State,
but they have been very gracious. Ills
lialr is thinner and whiter than of yore
and his mustache has a deeper droop,
"but he is as extiulsito In dress as ever
and his smile Is qulto the same as that
with which he won the hearts of all In
the old Washington days. '

That his eyes still aro young and
'strong impressed me. for he wears
glasses with less magnifying powor
than those which I find necessary, and
my eyes are far frot i weak. M. Cam-
bon may be regard-- . 4 ns one of the
grand old men of France and his heart
remains astonishingly true to the na-

tion In which for no many pleasant
years he was a resident and which so
'definitely learned not only to respect
him but to love him.

"Germany," said M. Cambon, "is
criticising the action of the Allies In
North Africa. That is to say, the Ger--

' mans are asserting, with the hope that
thereby they may impress the neu-
trals, that French management In the

ld barbarous Moorish States is bad.
They say that we made conquest of
this territory and are administering it
(Or our own benefit. I am not im-

pressed by this argument.
"I remember one of my last talks

With President Roosevelt before I left
the United States. Then Mr. Roosevelt

.distinguished between the war of con-

quest, puro and simple, made by one
: people upon another of measurably

equal standing and civilization and
which does not advanco the general

..'progress of humanity In the least, nil
such war as may be meant to diminish
4r suppress tho barbarism of the
world.

"During thjs conversation Mr.
Roosevelt particularly directed my
mind to tho work carried on by France
in North Africa. His remurks aro

because they illustrated not
only the main point which he had In
Wind, but several subsidiary and con-
tributory facts.
' "He directed my attention to the

"(act that not Franco alone, but the
world at large, had gained through the
French conquest of Algiers. Ho re-

called to my mind the fact that, al-

though the United States indeed Is far
from Algiers and In accordance with
'its long established policies has no po-

litical connection therewith, it remains
rue that it is vitally Interested in the

"conduct even of Algeria.
"Until the, conquest of Algiers by tho

French the United States annually
was forced to pay a considerable sum
to the Bey of Algiers In order to se-

cure for American ships Immunity
from the attacks which other-wir- e

yould have been made on them and
'the exactions which otherwise would
have been Imposed upon them by the
ftratlcal groups which were more or
'1ms under tho orders of the Bey.

( '' "So the conquest of North Africa by
,lhe French, which amounted not to n
greedy eeliuro of the territory of a

, weaker people, but to tho necessary
extension of law and order to a. disor
derly territory, and, incidentally, to the

buds and tiny shoots
mark the coming of

spring the country, but In tho
"'city the peoplo have como to rely on

less bucolic Indications that winter is
dead.

Bock beer signs appear In sudden
profusion, overworked vacuum clean-

ers whino Incessantly, rumors of an
' lee shortage ate reported In tho news-.paper- s,

moving vans congest tho traf-
fic, blue, shivering youngsters who
wouldn't tako a dare nro hauled from
the Hudson River, the demand for
timetables gradually Increases, depart-eos- nt

store windows aro full of spring
fashions, and sporting pages aro
scanned for news of baseball heroes.

Every member of tho family Is af-

fected In a different manner by the
coming of spring. As tho sun climbs
higher dally grandfather announces
that his rheumatism is almost gone

' '.and that he feels fit to light n lion and
"eat a horse. When a hurdy gurdy
grinds music out or tho street grand- -'

.mother picks up her skirts and dances
somewhat stiffly about to show that
she Is as spry ns ever, tl.anlc you.

In dad tho symptoms tako a mora
, subdued form, but they are symptoms,

nevertheless. He shines up his golf
clubs with great energy, and Is caught
on several occasions swlnclng a brassy
In tho parlor, to tho great peril of the
bric-a-bra- c, lie also taken several
days off to go on fibbing expeditions,

Tho spring fever affects mother In
-- "Nllf a doitcn different ways. After giv-

ing the houso u thorough and, In the
opinion of tlm malo residents, entirely
unnecessary cleaning, she, doses the' younger children, confors with cider
slaughter concerning spring bonnets,
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immense extension of tho liberties and
education of that territory's people,
was not merely an act of territorial
expansion upon the part of Frnnce,
but was an unselfish nnd necessary
contribution on her part to the police
work of the world.

"The French, conquest of North
Africa, he sal3, had suppressed n rem-
nant of barbarism which unfavorably
had affected not alono tho French, but
all the peoplo of all civilized nations'.
Including those of the far distant
United States of America.

"Therefore, It Is absurd to put upon
the same footing the Invasion, of Bel-glu- m

und tho conquest of North
Africa.

"Germany's charge agnlnK Belgium
Is that (the failed to Irerform fully her
duties as a neutral. Such a charge Is
utterly false. So far as it Is possible
for a careful mind to tell, thin charge
Is based upon tho assumption that Bel-
gium's procedure, of one kind or an-
other, showed that she foresaw the
possibility of an attack upon her.
Even for this theory Germany had a
basin of assumption not so very firm,
aside from the circumstance that Bel-glu- m

fought for her national life and
honor.

"Tho man who prepares agulnst the
coming of a burglar when ho knows
that such a criminal, well armed and
greedy, Is In his neighborhood, scarcely
can bo accused of encouraging or In-

ducing such an attack.
"This must be admitted to bo ly

true when the burglar is a
big man and the man who plans to do
whatever may bo possible to resist
him Is a very Ilttlo man. When the
little man prepares against attack
from tho big man not only Is ho show-
ing wisdom but he Is showing pluck.
Belgium would have been justified in
doing much more along this line than
Germany even charges her with hav
ing done, and Germany charges her
with having done much more than she
did do.

"Belgium know perfectly that the
opinion of the statesmen of Bo ilia wan

warns Bobby not to play hookey again
no matter how good a day Is for base
ball, Investigates the condition of tho
family's summer clothes and goes out
house hunting.

Oldor brother goes to seo the condi
tion of his favorite tennis courts, and
suddenly blostoms out In vivid check
suits and appealing neckwear. Another
rymptom is his bulled lobster complex
Ion when any one surveys his nttlro
and eoftly quotes, "In tho spring a
young man's fancy "

Little sister acquires a hoop to roll
along the streets and a bail caso of
Htomacho ache, from overindulgence
In Ice ci earn sodas, She also starts a
window gardoo, which she waters, or
rather submerges, for nearly n week
beforo forgetting till about It.

It Is little brother, however, who
realizes to the full the Joys of spring.
After a winter full of rubbers, over
coats, mufflers and weary confine
ment, softoned occasionally by a
heavy snowfall or a spell of skating
weather, ho Is tho first of the fumlly
to detect the approach of spring. Bo-fo-

tho frost has relaxed Us grip on
the frozen ground in park nnd vacant
lot ho Is knuckling down on it In a
game of marbles. Tops are also in
season, and so nro roller skating, stilt
walking, kite flying, baseball and doz
ens of other delectable pastimes. If
ho is not ono of the Hint to test the
temperature of tho Hudson he Is at
least ono of those who stand on the
bank and yell encouragement to com-
rades hesitating on tho brink of tho
odorous, oily, cold and entirely tempt-
ing river.

Thus the city, with Its customary
hustlo, beats Mother Nature by sev-
eral weeks to a realization of thtr com-
ing of the new season, For It Is spring-tlm- o

In the city long before tho robin
has ventured north or the pussywillow
has put forth sot:, tentative shoots.

SIGNS OF SPRING IN TOWN
SWELLING

V
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that tho time hud come to end the role
played by tho small States of Europe.
It was with this Idea In mind, and not
with any thought that through the
conquest of Belgium the cause of civ-
ilization would be benefited, as it had
been benefited by the conquest of
Algiers, that Germany Invaded Bel-
gium.

"Hut even the Chancellor of the
German Empire did not venture to
make an early comparison between
the French conquest of Algiers, for
the suppression of piracy, and the
German conquest of Belgium, for the
uo of tho Ilttlo nation ns a door
through which to attack France.

'It was only after the taking of
Brussels and the quite accidental dis-
covery there of some notes muile by a
Belgian olllcer who had had a talk
with a British military attache upon
such protective measures ns might bo
taken eventually In case of an attack
upon Belgium, directed from whatever
side, that Germany began to use the
argument that In attacking Belgium
she had been merely following the
precedent net by her neighbors.

As a matter of fuct these talks wero
purely private, due doubtless to the
professional zeal of two properly am
bitious officers anxious to prepare their
minds for whatever'contlngcncy might
arise In connection with the practice
of their profession.

"Neither the British nor tho Belgian
Government took tho Initiative of
these conversations, nor wero these
Governments actually aware of them
at the time when they took place.

"It would not be at all surprising If
similar talks should bo found to have
occurred with regard to almost every
military problem in tho world. Tour
own American army olllcers doubtless
have considered nnd discussed every
posstblo contingency, Just as, no doubt,
If search were made Indeed open con-
tributions to printed literature prove
this carefully prepared plans might
bo found for tho Invasion of tho United
States of America by tho German
naval and military forces. If such
talks wero provocations for war (hero
never could bo uny peace.

"These talks, which wero Impor-
tantly referred to In the bitter German
notes In which she sought to excuso
herself, wero without nny governmen-
tal sanction or significance, but wero
conversations qulto natural between
two mllltury officers, especially in view
of tho uncertain state of affairs which
had long been prevalent In Europe.

"And as for Belgium's openly main-
tained defences, could anything be
more natural to n small State whose
land borders bristled with her neigh-
bor's bayonets nnd whoso Government
naturally was preoccupied not with
preparations for an attack upon one
of theso neighbors Immeasurably more
power.'ul than herself, but with prep-
arations for the protection nnd
strengthening of her own neutrality In
case the ono great neighbor should use
for striking nt the other great neigh'
bor that great war machine which ob-
viously could havo been planned for
no other purpose?

"As a matter of plain, cold fact, the
preparations and Intern'-itlona-l discus
sions which Germany claims did not
really occur. But even Germany's
mendacity m putting forth ns nn ex
cuso statements of such prudent fore-
thought on the part of those who
afterward wero her victims becomes
upon consideration nn argument
ngalnst her and In favor of tho world'
condemnation of her course.

"Not less light and unlniptiitant Is
tho German contention that In t'ho ac-
tion of tho Allies with regard to Greece
thero lies a parallel to tho German
"action with regard to Belgium and
Serbia.

"Tho essential difference between
theso two procedures lies In the fact
that the allied troops did not go to
Grceco as Invaders, but landed In
Salonlra with tho assent of tho re-
sponsible Government official, M.
Venizelos, who was .In a position which
made, It perfectly proper, iwy, neces-
sary, that 'he should act as the mouth

piece of the wholo Greek people, who
could not bo officially regarded by nny
Government as anything less than tliUt
and who undoubtedly believed that ho
was acting In the best Interests of the
wholo Greek people.

"Tho fact that since he absented to
tho landing M. Venizelos has been off-
icially expelled from a power which a
largo part of the Greek population
have proved by Invitation that they
do not wish him to relinquish docs not
In the least alter the position of tho
allied Governments, who acted accord-
ing to the assent given by M. Venizelos
when ho unquestionably was In power,
not only as the popular but as the off-
icial representative of Greece. Tho al-

lied troops were sent to Greece under
theso conditions during this period, and
it Is an obvious necessity that the al-

lied Governments should require of
Greece their safety as long as they aro
there.

"As a matter of fact the conduct of
the allied Governments with regard to
Greece has been considerate and re-

strained to the last degree. Nearly
every provocation which Germany un-
truthfully has alleged against Belgium
actually has occurred In Greece to
arouse both the allied Governments
and the allied troops to reprisals. That
this has been due to propaganda nnd
trickery by the Central Powers makes
the provocation all tho greater.

"From the first treacherous crimes
wero committed In Greece against both
tho French und the British troops,
who, remember, were the nation's In-

vited guests. Officers and privates of
both armies fell victims In such
crimes.

"The outrages might have been sup-
pressed at once, end by Justifiably very
strong measures, if the Allies had not
been restrained by their old feeling of
friendship for Greece and by their re-

spect nnd consideration for a country
which In history Is regarded ns the
cradle of Western civilization.

"Tho Inhabitants of Hlielms and Ar-
ras and Louvaln had not committed
any crimes against the German troops,
yet the Germans did not hesitate to de-

stroy the mills by menus of which
these people earned their livelihoods,
nor yet to destroy their museums, their
sanctuaries nnd their libraries, famous
the world over and of value to the
people of the world, Indeed 'the com
mon treasure of mankind.

"The great difference between Ger-
many nnd the Allies In this war, ns to
their respective treatment of small
nations, is, in a word, the matter of
morals.

"Germany attacks them und the Al-

lies protect them. Morally their re-

spective attitudes are those of the thug
who attacks one weaker than himself
and the citizen who at the cost of his
comfort nnd tho rink of his life, goes to
the protection of the assailed,

"Incidentally, it is well known that
the Sarajevo murder was done by

by Serbians from Bosnia,
und not by Serbians belonging to tho
Serbian kingdom.

"For Germany to make war on Ser-

bia for this was as reasonable as It
would have been for the United States
to havo made war on Poland bocause
Czolgosz, who murdered President

wns a native of that country.
"The talk that Great Brlaln wished

the war or promoted It Is an absurd
ity. Her condition of unpreparedness
is sufficient proof of that. To those who
allege her to havo been a secret agent
urging hostilities It may bo snld that
she did precisely everything sho could
to avoid the war. From my own Inti-

mate association with the British Am-

bassador In Berlin I know how deeply
and really Britain was moved by the
violation of Belgian neutrality, that
violation which matlo Britain Uiink It
her Christian duty to participate in
the hostilities. '

"People who fall to regard the moral
Impulse ns enormously Important in
the British mind fall utterly to under-
stand the British. That whs precisely
where the Germans wero mistaken.
The great fact of tho war is due to the
loss of moral foreo among the gov
erning Impulses of the German Gov
ernment."

I asked M. Cambon to speak of tho
United States, that nation In which
he jstlll is celebrated ns one of the
ltcst loved Ambassadors ever sent to
It by a foreign Government.

"I have many very pleasant and vivid
memories of the United States," said
M. Cambon, "and still retain too many
personal and valued friends there not
to be especially and strongly moved by
the constant sympathy shown by the
peoplo of America for Franco 1n this
her struggle for the freedom of her
self nnd ull tho world.

"Tho United Stales will nlways np- -
pear to mo as a nation wonderfully
gifted with that admirable tribute, a '

coherent, very definite, fearless and '

progressive soul, ivovor while l was
In the States was I able to forget that
nn animating Impulse of your Uvea Is
that profound mental and spiritual
honesty and morality which wero be-
queathed to you In early days by
those English and Scotch who formed
so Important an Influence. In your
early population and procedures.

"Tho spirit of America is still the
spirit of the Puritans, broadened and
advanced by added knowledge, but re-
maining on the old nnd firm founda-
tions. In my eye this will ever be the
real American spirit.

"After nil is said und done I see n
deeper union between the peoplo of
your country and tho Allies than ap-
pears upon tho surface. In the great
alliance England end France aro fight-
ing sldo by sldo for tho causes which
are deurost to their hearts and to
yours. Tho union of their nrmlcs In
this battlo Is the samo union which so
wonderfully helped your nation in its
early days. If it proves as successful
In this war ns It has proved In the
colonization and character building of
America wo shall have no cause for
complaint.

"Tho deep and nbidlng sentiment
which I am suro porvades America In
favor of our causo Is what might bo
cxpocted from tho descendants of tho
French explorers and settlers in tho
Mlddlo West, who played a most Im-

portant part In tho making of tho
States, nnd tho English and Scotch
Puritans, imbued as they surely were
In your country with the spirit of
Champlaln, Marquette and other great
Frenchmen who went to you and In
ono way or another helped you and tho
world by assisting In tho establishment
of your now, free and progressive civi-
lization. America as a whole, when
her past Is considered with nny care,
must bo seen to bo Inovitably on the
aide of tho Allies."

Turning History's Pitiless Light
the Life Chauncey M. Depew

By FRANK WARD O'MALLEY.
NE night back In 16S3 n chapo ho spelled his name Fran- -

cols Du Puy. or DcPuy
Frank was a bright enough lad In his
way, but ns a speller even Robert
Louis Stevenson, who was tho worst
speller In the known world, hud him
faded came home somewhere In
Franco suffering from a pronounced
grouch. The family might as well,
Frank announced crustily, begin to
pack right up then nnd there because
early on the morrow ho Intended to
leave Franco flat on Its back.

What It was that had so ruffled the
head of tho house Is n matter of de-

bate even to this day, but there aro
reasons for believing that this early
scion of tho house of Depew hnd de-

livered nn after dinner speech that
night Which somehow or other had
turned out to be a quince.

(Parenthetically It should be ex-

plained hero, by the way, that the fore-
going historical detail and other here-
tofore unpublished facts about the
earlier history of Our Chauncey nnd
his forebears were accidentally uncov-

ered only n few days ngo. or when the
work of collecting tho photographs of
Senator Depew, published elsewhere In
The Sunday Sun wns under
way. It seems an outrage that these
matters of Interest should remain
buried under manuscripts yellowed b
the passing centuries, whereforo they
nre here reverently revealed in this all
too short sketch of the childhood of
Our Chauncey Depew, extreme care
being taken to obtain unimpeachable
accuracy.)

But to resume about this Frank
Depew person:

Whatever It was that had got the
goat of the chap who called himself
variously Du Puy or DcPuy who
never hud hud a course in spelling at
Yale, such ns some of his descendants
were to enjoy, nnd therefore went to
his death still unaware that his real
name was Frank Depew history Is
clear on one point : he stamped angrily
into the house late at night nnd woke
up the fumlly to break the news.

'Folks," Frank began In French, not
knowing a word of Dutch, English.
Six Nation or any other good old
American tongue of those days, "we
all are going away from here. I'm
offa this country rfor good, people. The
minute we've finished packing up to
morrow morning this outfit lights out
for Peeksklll, N. Y., wherever In the
name of mon dleu that Is!"

Now It was a good deal of a sacrifice
on tho part of the Frank Dcpews .to
glvo up their old home In France, but
once the die was cast the family never
hesitated. Mere was n homestead that
ono of the family named Raphael Du
Puy, who was a worse speller than
Chaucer himself, hnd got from Conrad
II., Conrad being the Jess Wlllanl of
the Holy Human Empire back In 1030.
Therefore by DISS the Frank Dcpews
hnd hnd time to complete a new ell on
the north side of the house, had re-

cently Installed open plumbing and a
tarvia driveway nnd had placed out In
the front yard the first cast Iron dogs
that the town boasted. Altogether they
had the place, once the contractors re
moved a stone crusher and a pile of
scaffolding lumber from the side yuid,
all tidied up.

But Just when everything was ship,
shape whnt docs Frank Depew do but
como home from a dinner, sore and
everything, and suddenly ease the news
to the family that he's taken a place at
I'ceksklll. N. Y. The wlfo Inwardly
may have rebelled a bit, but she didn't
go to tho extent of putting up a battle.
Patiently Mrs, Frank Depew began,
bite as It was, to wrap and pack the
goldfish, the pet rubber plant, the
"Hume. Sw(K Homo" motto and the
rest of the furnishings. Dawn wasn't
nn hour old when the De Fournies -
qulero House Moving and Baggage
Transfer Company's biggest red van
backed up In front of tho Frank De -
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pew place and took away the first load.
This in brief is the genesis of the

trekking of theso early relatives' of
Our Chauncey from Franco to what
then was called by tho Broadway cut- -
ups down Bowling Green wny "Little
Old Nleu Amster'." Tho run across
the Atlantic wasn't so bad, records In
tho Depew family archives showing
that tho liner. It it weren't for ono
sudden headwind that blew the boat
backward Into tho Baltic before It
could get a good flying start, made tho
trip from Holland to a point In the
Narrows opposite the Crescent Ath-

letic Club, in four months to the min-
ute.

But when the Frank Depews had
landed ut tho Battery their troubles
really began. There wasn't a room to
be had down town, owing to a conven-
tion hero ot the Back Bay Wholesale
Rum nnd Slave Dealers of
Boston nnd because of some Indian
troubles In Monmouth county, New
Jersey, which hnd caused most of the
commuters to spend the night In town.
Whereupon the Frank Dcpews, with
tho weird notions all foreigners have
about distances In America,

faced under tho Im-

pression that, with the help of u lib-

eral use of the wagon whip, they could
make Peeksklll before dusk.

It Is a tradition, for which there
Is n good deal of historical authority,
that Frank while jwisslng through thut
part of Greeley Square now occupied
by the Herald Building had occasion
to cut loose with a "sacred blue!" nnd
from that time on swore in French nil
the way to Peeksklll. Again In that
part ot l.otigacre Square now occu-
pied by the Times Building he

cried In Flench, "What Is It
that It is that that?" when a big
Dutch constable flashed his tin star
and warned the outfit about speeding.

Down the hill toward tho hollow
which Is now 125lh strett the Frank
Depews took advantage of the Incline,
owing to the lateness of the hour, to
hit up the pace once more, only to be
served with summons nt the foot
ot the hill. "Name of a dog!" and
"Name of a name!" were among the
mlldpst of tli now cussing liberated
there nnd then. Frank Depew now set-
ting about seriously to set up a mark
for tho Dutch cursers to shoot at for
years to come.

"Ma," cried Fiank Depew solemnly
to the wife when the outfit arrived
some dus later on tho main street
of Peeksklll nnd sat down by the rnnjl-sld- o

to re.--t up bit before starting
out again to try to locate the town,
"while, coming up here from the Bat-
tery do you know what made tip my
mind to do? Some day I'm going to
get me a lot of descendant and then
hove one of the brightest of them
raised and educattd with the sob- - Idea
of giving his whole life to running
railroad up tho short's of this here
river right into this name of dog
town. Why In the name of n name
didn't you tell me about this sacred
blue I.Ike from the 11.. tery you
cooked up this grand little Idea ot
jours of leaving the cotnroits ot
Fianio to tome to this doggone name
ol dog Peeksklll, huh?"

From the duy the Frank Dcpews
finally vveio able to find Peeksklll until
the present time their own nnd their

fm tunes steadily pro-

gressed. Hut as oh, Iniy!
l'nniilv leroids show that all the way
m, to ce'tnin baptism porfoitii'tl

i on August 20. 17'jn. In tho OM Dutch
Church or Sleepy Hollow nt Tarry town
those who succeeded the original Frnnh
Depew made speeches variously under
the names of Dupuls, Dtipul, Dupuy,
IVpce, De I'ue and Depu. Tho de-

scendant baptized In 1700 was the first
to lilt upon as i spelling of
the nnme, but even then he wns

, wrong. Up had himself baptized as
"Franst De Pew."

One of the many family traditions
' has it that the whole

in
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The studies for this of Col. I.
de Bevoise of the First New York were made by the

Karl Ulava while as a private with the regi-
ment on duty at the Mexican border. The finished work will
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hullabaloo In the Depow family began
because Frank, absolutely obsessed In
his later years with tho Hudson Blvcr
railroad Idea which Our Chauncey
finally was destined to do so much to
perfect, affected to sign his name
Depot, a word which then, as now, was
pronounced cither Deo-p- o or Dcp-p-

However, let us pass up tradition and
stick to tho family records.

From tho landing of tho Frank De,-pe-

In 16S5 we now skip a few years
and como to tho birth of tho subject
of this biography, the Hon. Chauncey
Mitchell Dcjiew. A yarn used to float
about to the effect that It was tho In-

tention of the family to name tho
baby Chauncey Purroy Mltchel Depew
as a graceful tribute to the present
Mayor of New York, but that tho new
baby - got up nnd mnde a political
speech of protest. How nbsurd this
story was must be evident to any one
who stops to recall tho undisputed fnct
that our Mayor Is even younger than
Our Chauncey. As a matter of fnct,
Senator Depew got his middle namo
In honor of the English prizefighter,
young Charley Mitchell.

Tho subject of our sketch wns born
nt Peeksklll on April 23, 1834. There-
after for n stretch of almost seven
months he made no personal Impress
even upon the Immediate

so far ns the dnta at hnnd can
show, except, perhaps, when the win-

dows wcii! open on the late summer
nights. But one day In the following
November the exact date has been
forgotten, but It was a Sunday after-
noon toward the middle of the month
something happened that set the
Depew household all to nnd fto.

It wus mldafternoon and a Sabbath
peace and quietude even more tense
than that which fills the library of the
Century Club on any rainy Tuesday
morning was diffused all over Peeks- -

kill. Little Baby Chauncey had fallen
asleep Vnrlv In tho afternoon, thereby
enabling the rest of the family for the
first time In twenty-fou- r hours to grab
off a bit of sleep for themselves. Sud- -
denly tho babv broke tho silence with
n muttered word or two, and nt once
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the household, unable to believe Its nnsaiy mown i.m urn. - mar-ear-

mll Ilbovo tl,e farmhouseof 11gathered excitedly around the ,tpl',
Iovelcradle

Hb:8 talking! Baby is talkin- g- ', fr'lm ,th,n,t11,1,ny ur"0lir C,ha'l"f'
and him not yet seven months old!"''"nr"' would find out each morningcried all the excited Depews ns the
neighbors, aroused by the commotion, wllleh w'y, lh. wl"d wns, bl0"'!m l""1
flocked Into the house. "Listen! Our
Chauncey ii talking In his sleep!"

Sine enough, the Infant prodigy was.
"Mister tonstmaster, ladles and gen-

tlemen," til" baby wus repeating sleep-
ily over and over nsuln only that
and nothing more. But the baby pro-

nounced the vvordt so distinctly even
though asleep, that family und neigh-
bors were ecstatically proud and
happy over the unhenrd of achieve-
ment. For more than a month, how
ever, little (. liaiiiicey got no further

. .i... ,i... II.. .. 1. 1.. ..emil IHV Hilling liilKUl lllf l.lt-- l Ul
progrets In linguistic learning over

, astounding discovery. I
J fit mM n Dt,c(.mbo,. ur th.u ,

that upon the baby's plump Ilttlo,'
cheeks downy little side whiskers had
begun to appear. And then nt the
family Christmas dinner the samo j

year the entire household forgot even
the downy sldo whiskers n little
Chauncey. after repeating his now fa- -
miliar "Mister tonstmaster, Indies and
gentlemen." suddenly straightened up !

In h'u lnnli ,.)mir nn.i n.Mi.,1 tt iii, n
i mile, "And that reminds me
j ,.f n .... Once there were two Irish

men, Mike nnd Pat."
Well, sir, you could have knocked

the family over. For weeks afler the
holidays the household duties wero
neglected as everybody tried to en
courage little Chauncey to go on with
the yarn. The baby would prattle on
glibly enough. "Once there were two
Irishmen. .Mike and Put," but there
he would stick. Prolonged applause,
then laughter and applause, a voice
crying, "Go on, go on!" nnd "Hear!
Hear!" all these old standby expedi-
ents to encnurago oratory were re-
sorted to, but tho Infant seemed un-
able to proceed.

It wns tint until late In the following
spring (lS3r.) that he got up to the
point or telling the story. It seems
that Mike nnd Pat got caught In n
hotel lire one night, so Baby Chauncey
told the story In 1835. Mike dressed
and ran down the stairs to safety, but
Pat slept on until his very bed wns
nflre. Springing from the hot bed Pnt
hastily pulled on his trousers, so has-tll- y

that he got the trousers on back-
wards. Thru he .lumped from the win
dow and landed In a beap nt the feet
of Mike

"Pat. nvlck. are ye hurled?" cried
Mike solicitously as Pat cunie to.

"Dlvll a pain I feel. Sllke." an-
swered Pat wenkly. "But, begorra,
Mike," he added In frightened Much,
pointing to tho sent of his trousers
facing wrong end front, "I'm nfeard
I'm fatally twisted."

So the subject of our sketch went to
Vale. When It came to selecting nn
Institution of learning tho family re
called that one of Our Chaunrey's an-
cestor, tho Rev. Charles Chauncey,
was tho first president of Harvard
University, so they sent the ,0y to
Yale. Everybody knows how relativesare; When one of tho family makes a
ten strike and puts something over,
Immediately all the rest of hln kin get
out their good old sledge hummers andbegin to bean him on the reputation,
while raising their voices In the "An-
vil Chorus." And therefore Our Chaun-cey'- s

folks figured It out that If their
late relative, tho Rev. Charles Chaun-
cey, had held down the Job of presl-de-

of llarvind, it must b pretty
much of an all around no good insti-
tution. So Our Chauncey wns bent
to Yale.

Some mention ehould be made of
tho fact to Jump backward a bit-t- hat

beroro he entered Ynlti ho hnd
been graduated from Peeksklll Acad-
emy. Before entering the pieparatory
school, however, antl while still a stu-de- nt

thero young Chauncey Depew's
amuitioii in lite was to bo a singer.

At tho time ho left Peeksklll Acad-
emy Chauncey .l. Depew was the
best orator In Westchester county nnd
tho worst singer in the known world.
As a singer ho was something fierce
Gosh, ns r look back through the years
nnw und recall how the little parties
wo lads used to give around Peeksklll
In those early days meant only hours
or miser)' to some of us all beciiusc
Chuck Depew would persist In his

I
j i

to a

fatuous we lads called It u worse
name than that back in tho Mu.i
nnd '50s notion that ho could slug'
The rest of us, Instead of rnjuylug
ourselves dancing with tho girls,
to take turns standing in solid tanks
In front of tho harpsichords and spin-net- s

of those days to keep Chuck lv-pe-

from taking a fall out of ti.
keys and breaking Into his favorite
song, o doleful ballad called "When
Barnum's Museum Was Burning"

Before tho parties wero half ovtr
however, Chuck usually had talked
the rest of us Into opening u lano for
him so he could get at the huri'M
dhord. Straightway ho would Mns'
"When Barnum's Museum Was Burn-
ing" over nnd over ngntn, never fal-
ling to repeat the long chorus after
each verse. Then, without Miik
nsked, ho would break out nil over
In another ballad, equally doleful, en-

titled "They Wero Trying a Old Udy
for tho Stealing of a Horse." Som
of us. I forget who now, finally hit
upon the Idea of beginning tho prty
In one girl's houso as a pretence, and
then, ns Our Chnuncey hnd got him-
self all wrapped up in his songs, we'll
ull slip out and go to the house near
by whero tho cats nnd everything
were and start the patty nil over
again. And Chauncey, oblivious of
the fact that tho entire party lin.t

left him flat, would sing and slug until
the old folks in that particular nous,
unable to put up with the songs am'
longer, would chnrge Into the front
parlor nnd throw him out. He wat
the worst singer I have ever hoard
barring none.

Our Chauncey wns singing "Winn
Barnum's Museum Was Burning" i

ho came homo witli lil.s l'cckM;;!
Academy diploma under his arm, -

tunutcly his father, Cupt. Isaac Depeiv

not only owned sloops on the Hmhnn
""'1 country stores hut also ownt a

i f""" so big that about half the timn

' I'ceksklll now stands end up upon
"'1 t the finish of tho second

verso of the "Barnum s Museum w.njr
J'ls fathc,r W Our Chauncey to work
111 It 1.111 llllt 1U 4ll It IIIIIO IK.,,. 11 .11.

then set the boy to work to lee-

ward In the farthest Held or meadow
from the farmhouse. On still dayp
whenever Chauncey broku Into sons
nny plnce on the farm the f.unilv
would come down to Manhattan fnr
the day. And on one of those hoi still
dnys Chauncey was nsslgned to t s

of loading the farm stone isi.it
Before that sweltering, back lue.iKiii.
day was heir over Chauncey M IM"W
had found himself.

Father," lie said when his paiin'
iniii I ui in ni-t- i iiniii ..uiii'i.iiiiiii. hi

. , .... ,

nM"1 "'J1 f?X ?f.w I,nven '"'n
Gleethe Yale

lp nmn nie in t -i .

r!,rl" bringing to an abrupt tins. ...

1 promised to be a notal.I
Since his graduation nl Yale .

cIa!-- "f '"8 hl l'11 1,fp a ,,r
right bard work and fine Uneiua"
citizenship but It never got h m n

thing except some minor i -
U"J lls 1111,1 ends .mil .i i' h

of Secretary of State of rw V It

!ll 1863, tins presidency of the N't v

Central mid and of six oilier "

loads mostly lines of only a few t'.o'i-san- d

miles of trackage- -. i .,.

lighted sent In the United Sta'es Sen-
ate, which wasn't even In tiie tront
row, the presidency of some ii
around Manhattan, membership I" the
Yale Club, a Imnilful or so of ro'lrcf
degrees (most of them mert'y hon-

orary degrees such as LL. P.'s alii
things like that) from various .n

stltutlons throughout the world, and
soma sort of reputation ns a lawvev
statesman and orator. But ns lhs
members ot our little social orgamz.i
tlon tip in Peeksklll called tho I Knew
Him When Club often point otn. im

never could even so much as get them
to try his voice for admission tfi
Yalo Glee Club.

Tho fact that Chnunrry M Dt pew
never seemed to bo able to nso aboV'
the common crowd, however, Is of

concern here, this brief olograph
having to do almost altogether w '''
personal reminiscences of his In far v

boyhood and youth In Peeksklll Tn

make tho record complete, lmw w .1

may as well be added that I hs
spring of 1S6." Mr. Depew talked Hen
l.ce to surrender, Our (iiaunrey I .

ing doped It out that If Gnu Gr.u.t
got the decision and was Inine nn
the banks of the Hudson tho nation
would select none other than Clninn
M. Dopcw to deliver tho oration at
tho laying of the cornerstone "I
Grant's Tomb.

Exactly that thing happened ' n

another occasion he hornsw.iggied ''"
Government of Frnnce to prf-- t

Bartholin's Statue of Libiin
L'nltod States, knowing full m
when it enmo to dedicating thn S'
of Liberty he'd then have ,i ' e '

chance than tho next striiggbnu '

yer to bo chosen us the ihnf m

nt the exercises. Sure enough. '

him deliver the nig speei h or t

caston also, although the conn . w

nnd is crowded vith thousands
tors wlio can prove to an.v .

doubts It that they could have tn '
n better speech themselves

I'pon looking back through v
paper files 1 find that in Api.1
n bright young ma i Mi. ii
concluded his Interview vv

Depew with tills hold i

"Physically Chauncey M in.presses ono us tho sort of in
undoubtedly will llvo to see

Wherefoie, right heic in.
Tim Ki'Np,y Sf.v goes on t.
NHlng that Our Chauncey
l.ioth ear. tho sincere w '. -
father to tho glorious, though'
tuf lll.V If It wero left to tin .... i

newspHpei'M to extend Ills cuis .. (
Us Our Cliatincnv could stiiv on .11 ! '
long as he doggone pleased ; I r
mo men in public life In this . .i- -

tlon perhaps in any genet utim ' ,r

Hon. (iiauiieey M. Depew. u n i

cey, Tho I'rach, has bun .

gracious to the repm icrs
time his name is menti.iie'.l '

Is ami always will be reail.v t, '
heads together In close harinon
give three rousing cheers,


