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BIRDS THE FARMER'S BEST ALLIES IN FIGHT FOR FOOD
If They Fall Vic-

tim to the Pot
Hunter While the
Struggle Is On for
Larger Crops Na-

ture Will Take
Revenge and He
Who Fills Pot To-

day May Go Hun-
gry To-morro- w

By HARRY ESTY DOUNCE.
law protects our bird life at

THE times. There ate no
but same birds during

the .stated autumnal seasons and eight
or nine blacklisted species cmsldcred
harmful to man and his works.

There Is always a certain amount of
violation of tills law. Most offenders
caught with protected small birds are
cither hoys who hae more normal and
valuable cutdoor Instinct than enlight-
enment or recently immigrated Euro-
pean peasant folk, who were free to
shoot anything and everything for the
pot In their native country and have
yet to learn letter in this.

But within the ltt few xvcekS' from
the rural districts round nb-u- t New
York have come several reports of the
arrest and lining of bird killers who
were presumably llteiate American
citizens of the age of romnmn sense.

In ono case nt least the defence
or excuse of the culprit found with
detd bluebirds and thrushes and
flickers In his p ckets was his family's
need of meat, which he could no.
afford to buy at current prices.

Bentiment about the birds aside, that
CAM as a symptom Is disquieting. If
persons living close to the margin of
subsistence are to turn upon the
groves and thickets for nutriment In
this fcod pinch a gnve material dam-
age may be dono our crops and for-

ests.
Everybody accessible to a newspaper

has been taught that the farmer and
the gardener this ear, and prnbibly
for years t come, are soldiers en-

listed for genuine and vital war time
service. Hut so are thf birds. They are
the agrlcu'turlst's Invaluable allies.
Through year nf adjustment to man's
use of the cleared countryside they
have come to depend on him; wher-
ever they have been killed or driven
off a farming region it has been
proved past question how greatly he
depends upon their presence.

In the aggregate, as controllers of
weeds and deftroxers of noxious in-

sects, they are worth more times over
than could be computed all the patent
waedcrs and the Insect preventives In
use on all our lands And among the j

kinds of birds pirtlcularly valuable
are most of those which by reason of '

their size, numbers and trustfulness i

would naturally be the targets of the
pot hunter.
Public Opinion Thrlr Chief Gourd.

Thus If hardship comes to suggest
to many Americans the expedient of
poaching after songbirds for food the
certain result will be to Intensify hard-ahl- p.

Leaving ethics out of It, to kill
uch feathered allies will be bad busi-

ness bad according to the hardest
headed computation, and the poor who
may do the killing will be first to
suffer by It.

This is not a visionary conception
of a danger. In the first place it seems
surer than death or taxes that by
September we shall be worse off for
food and more aware of the privations
of short commons than we are now.
September Is the time of year when
several Wnds of sizable birds more or
less good to eat are going about In
flocks and can most easily be slaugh-
tered.

In the second place, It is nn very
difficult thing for a resident of the
outlying or the rural districts to break
the game laws about as he feels In-

clined, running nn serious risk of
being brought to book. A game law
almost anywhere in the t'nlted States
is rather a formal recording of public
opinion nbout the conservation of wild
life than a closely effective prohibition
of wrongdoers. It is a moral rather
than a physical deterrent.

This Implies no reflection upon the
game wardens, the constabulary, the
police, the agents of the Audubon
Society and other designated guardians
of. wild life. They do an excellent ser-

vice, well supplementing the efforts
of those educators of the public about
nature who are after all the real hope
of our birds to be saved. Hut there
are not nearly enough cf them to
cover all the settled country all the
time.

No warden can be dally within gun-

shot sound of every gmxe and thicket
In his territory, Asido from detective
story lore about the silencer," in
these days of nitro powder small bird
guns of deadly types can be used un-
suspected of a listener across a ten
acre lot. It would be a bad thing to
go Into particulars.

Xante nnil Srrj lor llrcnrds.
Now here are the names and the

public service records of a few of the
common birds most likely to suffer
should the foolish and futile mistake
and offence of bird poaching for food
become at all prevalent. The facts are
drawn from a monograph, or rather a
compilation, entitled "The Kconomlc
Value of Hlrds to the State," which
was prepaied some years ago for the
Forest. Pish and Clamo Commission
by Dr. Frank M. Chapman of the
American Museum of Natural History
from Elon Howard Raton's monu-
mental work on "Hlrds of New York,"
which Is Memoir 12 of tho Stain Mu-
seum, and from several publications
of Edward Howe Torbush. now State
Ornithologist of Massachusetts:, who is
particularly distinguished among his
confreres for tho personal research
work he has done In the llfo histories
and feeding habits of birds common
enough to have serious public Import-
ance.

The flicker, our biggest down-Stat- e

woodpecker, is one of the conspicuous
citizens ot any farm community you
like. He is rather larger than a robin,
with a zebra stripe russet back, a
white rump patrh that twinkles as he
files, yellow llnnl wing and a clamor-ou- s

voice. He - inclined to l friendly
wherever he gtts decent treatment andnobody much out of doors can over- -

look him. In consequence he boasts
more monakers than the proudest king
oi gunmen. New Tork farmers call
him hlghhole, hlghholder, yellowham-me- r

or golden winged woodpecker.
His plucked body sizes between a

i" -

quail's and a pigeon's. Autumns he '

Mocks to wild grapes and woodbine
berries. A shining slow on the
wing and fairly edible, although an
adult bird is touch and sure to be
strongly sour of flesh from the favorite
diet of nnts.

For the flicker is almost a specific

.'.,

against the ant. Unlike our other
wodpeckers, which rarely descend to
tho ground, he Is a regular terrestrial
forager and ant hills are his meat. '

His habit Is to stand at attention upon .

the hill, digging into It If necessary,
and to dwrt his sticky tongue at the
scandalized colonists.

Chapman quotes Prof. F. E. L. Heal,
a Oovernment scientist, to the effect
that ants make up nearly half the
flicker's diet and that In each of the
stomachs of two specimens 3,000 ants

iff.

i.k

were found. Another bird killed 'near'
Lincoln, Neb., contained nearly 1,000
chlnchbugs.

"The economic value of the flicker,"
says Eaton, "cannot be disputed for an
instant. The number of nnts destroyed '

nauy uy one or tnese mras is almost DfA ur , , rrANU BLUE UfTincredible, and we must not think
mereij oi uio njurj wnicn ine ams dea, o cor ,n tne mlIk (im, Ry!,tematl- - ledwlngs of the nearby country repair
would do directly, but of all the plant callv rnMs thc npMs of hls Hmal,,r tn congregate before going south. A
lic-- to whose welfare they administer. ne)Khl,orSi tne weci, PPC1 Beaners and corn crop bordering

1 1,ver.1'w heard complaint j , ln5CCt scourges, breaking their i our great marshes a
of the fucker being destructive to
cherries, currants or cultivated ber-
ries, and although he Is fond of wild
grapes I have never yet known of his
doing any serious damage to the vine-
yards in central and western New
York."

At present the flicker, a hole neater,
is being our Slaughtered with the spread- - tinkles ail Mav his European counterpart the
suburbs by the pernicious and lnR rharge of .and dav long drunk, like poet they there,
many war bit garden Is np too takes toll the is. nnrt full suit lie one served need for
from an ant hill which would
be well policed If the flickers were
undisturbed about the as of
yore. That Is bad enough, without
misguided people the flicker
meat for the pot.

A Friend and Foe.
At time of Chapman's report

(1903) flickers were recognized game
In some States.

The meadow lark, bird roughly of
flicker is as common or more so
on all the meadows and pastures of
the Every ono knows his
long, clear springtime whistling, sweet
and clean as silver, and the beating
and set sailing of thc stiff, cupped
wings, anight much like some
fat quail's. Around New York these
birds In considerable numbers

winter with us,
It has to be owned, nnd may be

without of fact
most reared on farms learned for
themselves In their heedless youth,
that meadow lark is eating.
To eat him, Is not only
misdemeanor but an Injury to the
Commonwealth.

"Briefly stated." Prof. Besl wrote In
up a report on 23R meadow

lnrk autopsies, "more than half
the lark's food consists of harmful
Insects. Its vegetable focd Is com-
posed of either noxious weeds or waste
grain, and the Is made up
of useful beetles or neutral Insects and
spiders. A strong point In the hln"s

.:.vt". i.ft

mark,

favor Is that a.'
Insect eater. It la able to subsist on

food, and consequently Is not
forced to migrate cold weather nny
further 'than Is necesary to find the
ground free from snow.

"Of the 238 collected at
all seasons of the year, 17R contained
remains of grasshoppers and one was
filled with of thirty-seve- n

of these Insects." The report con-
cluded that the grasshopper was the
lark's favorite food when he could get
It, and especially August, tho bad
grasshopper month,

Hlrds are the heaviest eaters in the
animal which
Is conservative that an adult lark
gets through fifty grnsshoppers day
and that five pairs of larks nest each
season on every good sized New York
farm where they are not persecuted
or too much by the plough
ing and of all the suitable
land, number of grasshoppers des
patched dally on such a farm during
August means boon the enlightened
farmer must appreciate.

The lark has two sable
xery numerous, which have long been
of repute. One la the grackle, our
common big, snaky keel tailed "black
bird," and he deserves the black eyo
he has by the waj,
organ Is of straw yellow).
and his place the lift of birds with

on
re

eggs and braining their helpless young, drained and done away with might!
So It might be all right tn eat suffer badly. Elsowheie, with the birds
If grackles not decidedly too scattered, farmers may be glad of their
tough and strong to eat. beneficent

Hut the other the redwing, There Is a third kin of the lark
that fine steel hlsck marsh bugler ith to be noticed In this nnd
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and the corn in ear investigation has wears hind side before. scapegrace In tho barnyard play. But
established his n erhalanclng wnith. our big, bourgeois thrush had a ruddy

Prof Real looked into 700 redwings'1 The Hire Plnntrr . Iloh, breast, and the homesick early
He found that some 13 per misnamed him after their long- -

cent, of the year's food was For "oh ls a case. He undeniably is. inrs, as they did our and a
the live months of .spring and summer Wh "s North, besides supplxlng his number of other birds,
when was available It conHti- - ' music that charms our meadows, he The robin Is better protected by
tuted only 25 per cent, of the bulk ''m"' considerable good by eating bugs popular sentiment than any other
ct the ledwlng's food. The rest was and weed seed. Hut along in July he songster. A good deal of that urotec
noxious weed seeds and 'noxious In
sects.

Scores of stomachs which Eaton ex-

amined in August, September nnd
October were filled with grasshoppers-- ,

70 per cent, of the food In autumn was
w eed seeds, occasionally mixed with
grasshoppers and cutworms.
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'sorts alike, the
fruit yellow h.lle.i

found In the stomachs in June and
but only a in August.

' Wild fruit, on the contrary, Is eaten
every month."

Eaton not agree with Trof. Heal
mulberries a cherry

orchard the from
robins nnd other cherry eating birds.
He points out mulberry
not ripen enough in
to away the birds'
admits what every cherry grower

namely, that you can't frighten
of

oi scarecrow nas ever Deen

"Even If In the
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at present, In the war

shortage. It not matter much,
"The Is too valuable to e ex- - except the cherry grower, whether

and choice fruit can there is a cherry or none
protected from Its deprc- - ever. cherries

l.eted every year in spite of the
"An of 330 stomachs mously abundant robins, nnd what

shows over 42 per of Us, want now are staple crops, and
Is animal matter, while the re- - since the robin makes so a show-malnd-

Is made up largely of small lng keeping down their rivals
fruits and berries. Over 13 per cent, and their insect enemies he is entitled
consists of beetles, about one. third of to pin a flag badge on his rus-e- t wnlst-whlc- h

useful beetles, taken coat nnd match (or hop) right behind
mostly In the spring and when In tho vanguard of the

Insects nro scarce. cultural army.
no account
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